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Saniay Gandhi MP, died in a piano crash nt Delhi on Monday, 1*3 
June, leaving behind an oblivious three-month-old son, a stunned 
23-year-old widow, and a grievously sad mother to mourn his 
untimely death — he was only 33 Son of a Pome Minister and 
grandson of another, Sanjay strode inio the political arena during 
the heady days of the Emergency His initial behaviour and his 
plans to start a car manufacturing unit made him the most 
controversial person in the country But he soon assumed 
leadership of the Youth Congress and gradually became the 
second most important parson in the Congress ~ next to Mrs 
Gandhi herself After the debacle of 1077, t,.. figjiKci ficnt-ni'ni y 
•n the proceedings of the Shah Cu.nn.'ssion wn.ch ‘.as M-t up to 
investigate the excesses committed during the r-tnergoncy In 
f 9^9. be was sent to jail for refusing to appear in 1 ourt His role in 
.the family planning, compulsory stenlisafion and slum clearance 
programme was questioned in the Press and Parliament 
However, during Mrs Gandhi's politicat exile, Sanjay became her 
most trusted adviser and almost every move made by the 
Congress (1) was according to Sanjay’s scheme of things The 
Congress (l)'s triumph in the 1980 Lok Sabha and Assembly 
elections strengthened Sanjay’s position in the Party After the 
Assembly polls at the end of May, Mrs Gandhi turned down 
rague^s to make Sanjay Q^ndhr the Chief Minister of UP. 
instm on 14 Jgnft he was made the AfCC(l) general secretary., 
itwically, he died in hjs how of gtory, when he had finally 
achiei^ pohticat (egittrhacy, SUNDAY revievirs Sanjay Gandhi's 
short but momentous potfu^ career. 
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Fears unfounded 


T his refers to ihe cover story “Why 
Assam's atiitadon tnust now Mop” 
(May 25) by Toosh.ir Pandit None will 
disagree that Assam has been neglected 
since Independence But do the 
Assamese know that the condition of 
Bihar and UP is equally miseiable ’ Ihe 
apprehension that the Assamese will be 
swamped by the minoiiiies is uiitouiided 
History shows that laies and cultures, 
like clouds, mingle and separate After 
all, India is a multiiacia! and muliicultu 
ral nation, a vibrant and confident cul¬ 
ture has nothing 50 tear 
Depa\an Ghosh. 24 Pargjnds 

MR PANDir has simplified rather well 
the complicated s'lUiation in Assam The 
leaders of the GSP who have political 
ambitions, and the students cannot now 
be identified with each othei The stu 
dent leaders aie .ifraid of being por¬ 
trayed as Mis Gandhi's agents, although 
thtfy sinceiely wish to negotiate for a 
settlement wnh the t'enirc ihe public, 
on the olhc't hand is slowlv giowiiig wise 
to the reper< ussioi.s ol such a piolonged 
movement fhe situation now demands 
that the goveiiimc'iit withdraw the police 


and the .Army and hold out the olive 
branch 

Dchasish Hav. Pun 

IN HIS very first paiagraph in the report 
“Manipui attacks outsiders" (May 11) 
Subir Rov wiites that “A CRP jawan 
ac'cidemally put his finger on the trigger 
of his idle and killed an old woman 
selling silver lewcllery in the bazar The 
bullet .ilso grazed and injured two other 
slioppets 'ihe mood of the city becomes 
furious ” In other paiagraph Mr Roy 
asset Is that the present mas,s agitation is 
directed against foreign nationals from 
luiie 1978 How on earth did you con-' 
cc ive ol the obnoxious sub-heading “Stu- 
•dents take the cue from Assam and go on 
the rampage”, when the present move¬ 
ment in Assam was not even born’ 
Shann Chflieng. Deep ling, Sibsugai 

WITH leference to Ihe letter entitled 
“Agitators, ludges. executioners”!Opin¬ 
ion, May 25) by Saswathi Ghose I would 
like to ask how the Ahoms can be consi- 
deied toreigners under the provisions of 
the Indi.in Constitution No doubt they 
came troni Burma 111 the 12th century, 
but that was when Assam was not yet an 
iiUegtal pan of India Assam was added 
to ihe map of India only in 1926, when it 
came undei British rule It is also unfair 
to sav that the Ahoms are foreigners 
because lhi*v aie part of Assamese cul- 
luie now 

L'lnesh Sarker, Finsiikia 

SUNIL BHAITAC'HARJEE (“Disputed 
fans". Opinion, May IDquotes statistics 
pul out by the Golap Borbora govern¬ 
ment to make his point that the 
.Assamese have not been reduced to a 
minorilv in their state But is not the 
present agitation directed as much 
against the Centre as the previous admi¬ 
nistrations m the state which have neg¬ 
lected the problem of illegal immigra- 
noiT'’ What is the standing of professional 
politicians of lecognised political Parties! 
in Assam lodav Of what worth are their 
statistics Doesn’t Mr Bhattatharjee 
know that over successive censuses Ben¬ 
gali Muslims eii mas.se declared them- 
sehi's to be Assamese-speaking ’ For 
obvious reasons the AASU cannot admit 
that the Assamese-speaking people are 
alic-adv in a minoritv m Assam That 


would amount to admitting that th< 
have started their counteroffensive aft 
the war has been lost. 

Subir Roy, Calcutta r 

I WAS surprised to read the contents qt 
the last three letters under the heeding 
“Backward states’ woes" (May 18). There 
IS no government in the world which can 
destroy a mass movement on a legitimate 
issue Are not the mass movemeqts in 
Cuba and Vietnam, not to speak of our 
own Independence struggle, proof 
enough? The AASU and AAGSP have 
been repeatedly demanding the deporta¬ 
tion of foreign nationals and not Indians. 
Does the Constitution say that a foreigfi 
national can reside in the country and 
take part in the elections? Can one deny 
that a foreigner may attempt espionage 
during a war? Besides, the social, politic¬ 
al and economic future of the country is 
also at stake It is true that the leftists 
had gained popularity among the people 
of Assam, but they are losing it now for 
their own fault. When they would have 
spearheaded the movement, they are 
trying to give it a communal colour Will 
the people ever forgive them? 

Parijat Sarmah, Margheata 

THE Assamese grievance about the 
“foreigners” cannot be wished away or, 
branded as chauvinistic although we may 
not agree to the manner and style of the 
agitation The accumulated problem is 
largely due to the Centre’s tentative and 
discriminatory approach to the question 
of refugees, applying one standard in the 
western wing and another m the eastern 
wing One should not close one’s eyes to 
reality, although one may find it politic¬ 
ally convenient to blame a person or a 
Party or a foreign power for the agita¬ 
tion 

India should demand from the Bang¬ 
ladesh Government their population fi¬ 
gures as in .1948 and also in 1980 to 
determine the scale of exodus of the 
Hindus as well as the Muslims, making 
suitable allowance fop population 
growth, and demand proportionate land 
and property for the rehaoilitation of the 
“foreigners”. Deportation of the fore- I 
igners will pose other constraints and^lf 
practical diniculties. ' 

J.C.Aich, General Secretlfiy, Jamshelt-' 
pur Citizens Council 


The last ditch 

W ITH reference to the interview with 
H.N Bahuguna (Mav 2'. by M J Ak 
bar. It IS a well-known fait that Mr 
Bahuguna cheatedhis colleagues sevei j 1 
tintas in his political career At last Mrs 
Gandhi has taken revenge on hm, and 
mercilessly at that 
Chowithry Nisar Ahmed, Ambui 

READING your interview with Mr Babii- 
guna I could not escape the impression 
that the “basic values” in politics he 
talks about apply only to others 1 cannot 
understand a man changing Patties as he 
likes, saying he does it in good faith, to 


create awareness of a “Congress culture” 
which, implicitly, with Mrs Gandhi’s 
emergence, has been lost Mr Bahuguna’s 
political fickleness has the mark of expe¬ 
diency after the General Elections he 
was only too willing to accept Mrs Gan¬ 
dhi’s leadership providScd he had his ‘fair 
share’ of the loaves and fishes. Therein 
lav the rub. and in his frustration he had 
no cluiite but to quit The reasons he 
gave ioi his move were the same old 
cliches he was obsessed with as a Janata 
Minister Worse sttll, Mr Bahuguna still 
sees ^rs Gandhi as an autocrat and the 
Ministers as ‘dumb, driven cattle’ — and 
himself as the only true defender of 
democratic taith. ' 

K Radhika. Madras 


Death to rapists 

tfiTAfOMEN against rape" (March 30) 
VV refers to the daily incidents of 
rape in cities like Bombay and l^lhi. 
Bidyut Kumor Chattenee lud suggested 
an amendment of the bidian Penal Code 
ro make rape punishable by dcatli (Opto 
ion. April 27). bi the USSR rapisu at 
put to death. Before the war, rapists 
Germany were operated upon to ma) 
them sexually crippled. Ramanar 
Chatterjee, the late editor of Moc 
Review urged on several occasions « 
introduction of capital punishment 
the crime in prc'Uidependent ^p'.; 

N. K, $hattach*rya, Calcutta 
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4)s and don'ts 


_ refsn to A. G. Noonni’t articto 
J you we arrested" (April (5). The 
' ce oepartinentt should enunciate de- 
s guiuelintfs lor tho police personnel. 
'Utle HpaHng with a demonstration, for 
•stance, the police are very often con- 
!ised because they cannot decide' 
' hether to protea thje demonstrators or 
oppress them brutally. 

Vinod Sujan, DelM 

THE behaviour of the police, in recent 
ifears, has created a stir in all sections of 
society. Anything a policeman does is 
cpnsiclered wrong—they we either seen 
t6 have overreacted or underreacted. 
The people expect the police to keep 
iheir cool even m the face of provocation 
and solve all social problems. They we 
also expected to be good-humoured, 
helpful and sympathetic. People forget 
that they have to work under constant 
pressure from their authoritarian super¬ 
iors. The general behaviour of the police 
can only be explained by understanding 
the socio-economic factors. Citizens are 
generally reluctant to heed the police 
who are entrusted with the job of enforc¬ 
ing the lawr Naturally the policemen 
Ihemselves have lost all faith in society 
and people and turned into a frustrated 
lot So far nobody has cared to judge 
police from the psycho-socio-economic 
angle Instead of just criticising them we 
must extend our sympathy and coopera¬ 
tion if we want the same from them. Only 
then would iso many Pipras, Narainpurs 
and Islampurs be avoided 
Manik Singh New Delhi 

Wrong name 

T he item captioned “Figuring out his¬ 
tory” in Living (May 18) contains a 
factual error The director of the West 
Bengal Directorate of Archaeology is Mr 
Paresh Dasgupta, not Mr Prakash iE)a$- 
guptai as mentioned. 

Goiir Ghosh, Sindri 

A mockery 

T he “Sham shaadi” (mock marriage) 
of two foreigners in the Indian style 
iif Jaipur, as reported in Living (May 25) 
was an insult to Indian customs, tradi¬ 
tions and religious beliefs “ 

A.K.Das Gupta, New Delhi 



Ad another 

T he article “The Congress! 1 ) cam¬ 
paign” (January 20) recognises Sri- 
kant Varma, the man who carried on the 
Congre.s$(I)*s ad campaign in the last Lok 
Sabna election, as one of the men who 
contributed immensely to Mrs Gandhi’s 
victory During the last Assembly elec 
tions MGR followed Mrs Gandhi’s style 
of advertising It must have clicked, for 
MGR bagged 120 out of 234 seats 
Dhivya, I^kshmipuraw, Mysore 


Correction 


I N THE article “Can anyone slop the 
Congress(I) ?” by M J .Akbar the 
Hindi slogan “Maar gaya mahangai, 
bahena” was translated as “Rising priies 
have killed my sister” which is wrong 
The correct translation should read “Sis 
ter, rising prices have killed (us).” 
Srinibas Pathi, Pun 

You said it 

T his refers to the item “New AICC 
Chief” in Delhi J^ary (April l.>) by 
D E. Nizamuddin \^ch slates “It is 
rumoured that Antulay is being upped 
as the next Chief Minister ol Maharash¬ 
tra. ” Congratulations Since youi mien 
tion was to place the tiuth before the 
readers, you predicted Aiitulav’s 
appointment long before it took place 
K C Tandon, Jabalpur 


A cruel sport 

P eople m these parts are not im¬ 
pressed by stories like “Bride be¬ 
headed" and “Children missing for 27 
months" (May 25) No tears are shed for 
poor Jagdamba, who was butchered by 
her father Must parents of girls of Jag- 
damba's age arc convinced that the natu¬ 
ral instinct of love and independence 
should be crushed mercilessly in their 
daughters, and, for that matter, in 
women of all ages. The only activities 
becoming of women in eastern UP in 
general, and Gorakhpur division in parti¬ 
cular, are those within the household; 
and the manner in which Jagdamba was 
disposed of by her father ts seen as the 
only sensible way a father in these parts 
should deal with his ‘corrupted’ daugh¬ 
ter Local newspaper reports will testify 
that ttie burning and beheading of young 
wives 1 $, the most popular local sport. 
Members of the low castes, however, are 
in a sense more ‘westernised’. Their 
women break off with their husbands 
and live with others and the widows 
remarry Extra-manial sex is not consi¬ 
dered taboo 

Stori^ of children being kidnapped 
do not raise any eyebrows Children are 
considered an expendable commodity; if 
male, they are sent out to Bombay, 
Cakutta and Punjab for earning their 
livelihood as labourers and remitting 
money to their parents; if female, they 
are sold off as wives for people in 
northern and western India, or to replen¬ 
ish brothels in various parts of the 
country 

P S. Rdthaur. Basti 


Other doubles 

W ITH reference lo Ashok Kamath’s 
artule “Mister Grand Slam” (May 
25) there are a considerable number of 
sportsmen who have been able to match 
their prowess in courts and playfields 
with then performance in classrooms, in 
tennis alone 1 can think of the Amritraj 
btothers (Anand received his Master’s 
degree at the age of 20), Arthur Ashe, 
Victor Amaya, Wojtek Fibak (who 
speaks Polish, English, Russian, French, 
Geiman and Czech), SherwoiKl Stewart, 
Eraiy Austin, Pam Shriver and Chris 
Even Lloyd Ms Lloyd was a genius in 
aiadc-mics She managed an aggregate 
of over 90 per cent ' 

Rahul Jacob, Calcutta 


Mad Ministers 

tCft'HE-madOess of P. C Sethi” (May 
J. 18) was revealing. Mrs Gandhi 
should not have included this man in her 
Cabinet since she knew of {jis past. In 
fact, there are several othens like Mf 
Sethi in the Madhya Pradesh >liniMry 
jifself. The CM’s son-in-law, for instance, 
i-t also a Cabinet Minister, seeing 
jMit his father-in-law, is escort^ by a 
I'Hot jeep, wanted on^ for himself, 
•(hough none of his senior Cabinet 
')feagues had any. The same Minister, 
V ';4e travelling with his escort jeep in a 
JMiptk area, once overfook a loadetf 
A ^ :k and beat up the truckdriver for 


getting in his wav The truckdriver had 
no option but to continue diiving till the 
road broadened, where the Minister’s 
convoy overtook him The Minister was 
furious. He slopped the truck and heat 
the driver as mercilessly as an “author¬ 
itarian democrat'’ Another Deputy 
Minister of the state, while speaking to 
spectators and players at the end of a 
hockey match, said “After seeing the 
hockey match I could appreciate the 
condition ot out players as 22 of them 
had to chase only one ball But all this i.s 
due to the fact that our country was. poor. 
However, that day will not be far qff 
when 22 players will have 22 balls ” 

Mmhtaq Ahamad Siddiqui, Srinagar 


The Test-ban 

T est matches which are so popular in 
India are not pl.iyed in China, the 
USSR, USA and a numlier ot European 
countries, ."i is <iolv ihi- f'ommonwealih 
countries tiiai indu);’f in such an expen¬ 
sive pastime When ihc rich countries are 
keeping awav from it, »hv must a poor 
country like India spend huge amounts 
on It’ Besides, being a (oloss.il waste of 
time, I'esls also mean an incredible na 
tional loss Again the coriiiplion Test 
matches breed is hard to imagine I he 
government should-look into the maiiei 
and ban Test matches once and for all 
Dewan Dina Nath. Cahutta 
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Why the bloody hell did he have 
to go at the hour of his triumph? 

ByKHUSHWANT SINGH 


I *" HEARD of the plane crash 
at 9 AM I was chilled to* 
the bone A flood of tears 
welled up in my eyes be 
cause I was very fond of 
liin But my first reaction was of anger 
more than of grief I slapped mv table 
and exploded “Bloody fool Why the 
hell did he have to do it 

A fortnight after the event I knew he 
did not “do it” He was a first rate pilot, 
experienced, daring, skilful — and all 
else that goes to make an ace flier But 
why the bloody hell did he have to go at 
the hour of his triumph ’ The vears of 
abuse and vilification were behind him, 
he had more than avenged his defeat at 
Amethi, be had nearly a hundred hand 
picked Members of Parliament and most 
of the major states of India in his pocket, 
all the cases instituted against him had 
either been quashed or withdrawn, the 
country had reconciled itself to the idea 
that after Indira it would be Sanjay 
India and the world was his oyster Why 
did he have to go about courting danger 
when he should have been preparing 
himself for a royal annointing ^ Why ? 
Why ? Why ’ 

It did not come to me as a great 
surprise that most people's reactions 
were the same as mine a combination of 
intense gnef with intense anger Grief 
was easy to understand Gone at 33, 
depriving his mother, already grossly 
overworked with burdens of state, of the 
only retd prop she had, leaving a young 
(23), lovely, lively, boisterous girl a 
widow and a three—month old baby 
without a father But reasons for anger 
were more complicated When Sanjay 
made his debut in politics, there was a 
howl of protest from the educated elite 
and a groan of general disapproval by 
most others Sanjay was like a bull in a 
China shop, smashing up everything that 
was antique and, to him, useless He 
became all powerful during the 
£tiu!rgencv, then his image touched an 
alt-time low after the ignominious defeat 


After the 1980 Congress (1) vicfoiy 
Sanjay with mother Indtra Gandhi 










/dt Cohgress (I) in tdia 1977 nlecticnui, 
’ when he himself suffered humiUetion at 
the hands of a gadgtfer-lookiog non¬ 
entity at AmethL Hie Press played havoc 
with his reputation in reporting the Kissa 
Kursi Ka case, his appearances before 
the Shah Commission and highlighting 
the findings of the Gupta Commission 
over Maruti affairs. The strange phe¬ 
nomenon was that the more the I^est 
maligned Sanjay, the greater the sym¬ 
pathy and admiration he won from the 
masses. Here was a spirited young'David 
taking on, singlehanded, the GoUath of 
the Janata administration and knocking 
It cold. And so the Sanjay cult began to 
take birth. It was the revolt of the youth 
against the deadwood of gerontocracy. 
'The lad that the Press had painted as 
ne’er-do-well, fast-living wastrel 
emerged as the prince charming: son of a 
handsome never-aging mother, husband 
of a bouncy, attractive wife, a modem 
Saint George riding flying machines to 
slay dragons of iniquity. It was India’s 
indigenous Camelot. Thus unnoticed by 
the so called intellectual and the media, 
a Sanjay mystique spread like a gentle 
mist over the entire land As a well- 
known politician put It "Sanjay desk 
pey chha gaya” Whether people liked 
him or not, they came to look upon 
Sanjay as the man of a thousand tomor¬ 
rows He came to represent a sense of 
continuity, continuing stability, security 
and d foreseeable future 

Sanjay believed that a leaderwho was 
feared inspired more respect and could 
get things done more than a leader who 
was only loved He was often amazed and 
amused at the awe with which many 
seasoned politicians and bureaucrats re¬ 
garded him He could scare the daylight 
our of minions ot the civil service and the 
police And he knew It “When I teU them 
to do something, they damn well do it at 
the double quick” 

• I never understood how Sanjay man¬ 
aged to inspire awe in people I found 
him anything but awesome Polite to the 
extent of being deferential, though not 
the soul of wit, he was brevity personi¬ 
fied His replies were, “Yes, No” and 
sometimes only a grunt. Many tunes 
when I disagreed with him, he yielded 
gracefully • “Jaisa aap theek samjhen- 
’’.The only time he said “no" to me was 
when I went with some stfarish. And even 
there with sufficient reason to turn it 
down A fortnight before his death I 
recommended someone for a ministerial 
post in a state cabinet Sanjay knew the 
man’s curriculum vitae : “Good man, 
able man, loyal and all that. But the last 
time he was minister of health he wanted, 
a new lady doctor to sleep with him at 
every place he toured. One we may have 
overlooked But a new one at every place 
was a bit much for the image of the 
Party.” 

“Why don’t you tell him to stick to one 
hady doctor?” 1 suggested. “You tell him. 
You are an older person. He might listen 
(o you.” 

On another occasion I had fo recom¬ 
mend a candidate for Parliament. Sanjay 
knew all a^ut him too-down to his 
nickname, his political antecedents and 
Wh.ii he said at what place. His mind was 
like-I computer. 


Sanjay’s voice and manner of speak¬ 
ing was very mtich like Jawaharlal 
Nehru’s. But unlike his grandfather, San¬ 
jay never rambled. He was a man of very 
few words, but always terse and to the 
point 

A very lovable aspect of San/ay’s 
character was his love for animals This 
love was passionately shared by his wife 
Maneka. The Nehrus always had dogs in 
the hquse — and occasionally tiger cubs 
presented to them Maneka brought a 
menagerie with her as her dowry. There 
were talking mynahs and parrakeets 
hooting and whistling amongst the green¬ 
ery of bonzai which she grows There 
were two monstrous-sued Irish wolf¬ 
hounds who followed Sanjay from room 
to room. When one of them died of 
cancer, a few months ago, they acquired 
a bull terrier pup who threatens to grow 
to the sue of a donkey. He guarded his 
master, mistress and their little baby like 
the Cerberus. I made his acquaintance 
and after being inveigled by a friendly 
lick on the hand suddenly I found my 
wrist in the vicious grip of his fangs. He, 
took no notice of Maneka’s scolding but a 
sharp order from Sanjay sent him sulking 
into the comer. One of Sanjay-Maneka’s 
pet projects was to organise the welfare 
of domestic animals. 


Most posthumous compliments pan 
to departed leaders talk of their untime 
ly death and the voids that may never b 
filled The one person about whom botl 
these are true is Sanjay Gandhi Hi 
death was untimely because he had on! 
seen 32 summers and died at the momen 
of his triumph. The void he leaves behini 
will certainly take a long time to fil 
because he was fulfilling a vanety o 
functions. Mrs Gandhi will, in dui 
course, turn to other people as keepers o 
her confidence and for advice. It i 
possible that Rajiv may take over thi 
function. There will be many contender 
for the leadership of the youth move 
meni — Kamal Nath, Jagdish Tytlei 
Scindia. But they were creatures of San 
jay Gandhi and their ambitions are hkel' 
to clash. Notone of them has the demon! 
zeal, ener^ or the foresight that Sanja 
had, and being utterly unlike Sanjay 
they will not be able to fit into hi 
clothes. We may see the emergence of i 
new youth leader in the person of Man 
dca Gandhi. She is very much like he 
late husband — impetuous, fearless, im 
patient, eager to get things done am 
with the same kind of mental and physic 
al vitality. All she will need is he 
mother-in-law’s blessing to go forth—am 
she may go forth and conquer 



to 
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as I knew him 


Saqjay, 

By BARUN SENGUPTA 

ANJAY Gandhi’s was a 
unique personality and, 
contrary to popular be-i 
lief, he was an extreme- 

_ly polite, cool-headed, 

gentle, intelligent and truthful young 
man. But his ‘public* relations’ was 
very poor — a serious shortcoming in 
any politician. Sometime in 1975, 
Kamal Nath (now an MP) told me - 
“When you go to Delhi next, you must 
see Sanjay. Very soon he (Sanjay 
Gandhi) will be the most important 
man for you journalists.” I did not 
know much about Sanjay until then. I 
had only a general idea which was 
largely negative. But some Ben¬ 
gal Congress leaders had hinted that 
Mrs Gandhi’s younger son would soon 
enter active politics. So I laughed and 
told Kamal Nath :“It’s all right (with 
you as) Sanjay is your friend. But 1 do 
not think that every VIP’s son can so 
easily become politically the most 
important person in such a vast coun¬ 
try Apart from that I am told he is a 
hot-headed young man. 1 think it is 
better to avoid such persons.” Kamal 
Nath still.insisted. 
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So the next time 1 visited Delhi, I 
went to see Sanjay at Mrs Gandhi’s 
residence. 1 reached l,Safdarjang 
Road five minutes before the 
appointed time and was asked to wait 
in the right-hand sitting ^oom of the 
bungalow. I had to wait for about ten 
minutes I had never met him in 
person before, only seen some small 
photographs So, in spite of all the 
good things Kama! Nath had told me 
about him, I was really waiting to 
meet the hot-headed, crude son of Mrs 
Gandhi But as he entered the room 
through a sid'e-door with a smiling 
face and a very gentle namaste, I was 
a bit surprised. It was not the Sanjay 
Gandhi of my imagination, it was a 
different type of young man We 
discussed politics for about ten mi¬ 
nutes. He was not expansive His 
answers were straight forward, he 
was unwilling to elaborate or reply to 
my supplemeniaries But, on the 
whole, 1 was impressed. He was trank 
and precise in his replies, hardly the 
pig-headed spoilt child of a VIP On 
the contrary he appeared to me to be 
a truthful and polite young man — 
with a distinct personality 

During the Emergency, my meet¬ 
ings with him were brief They never 


lasted more than three or fuor mi- 
nute,s So 1 asked Kamal Nath one day: 
"Can’t your friend spare some more 
time and talk more freely? ” Kamal 
Nath laughed and said: “That’s his 
style, that’s his peculiarity Even 
when Debt or Siddhartha speaks to 
him, he is through within three to four 
minutes Sanjay always says, ’If you 
can finish (the conversation) within 
three or four minutes why should 
more time be wasted ’” , 

However, after the 1977 elections 1 
could talk with him at greater length 
and more freely Sometimes we 
talked for over an hour These conver¬ 
sations were off the record The 
arrangement was he would tell me 
about the developments, but 1 would 
neither quote him nor attribute any¬ 
thing to him This arrangement con¬ 
tinued for a long time After Mrs 
Gandhi came back to power this year I 
had only one such oft the record 
session with Sanjay I tried for mote 
but alas, he couldn’t spare the time 
During my association with Sanjay 
Gandhi, which lasted for about five 
years, I realised that most people had 
a wrong impression of him Foi inst 
ance, people painted him as a hot¬ 
head It was not at all so 1 found him 




SiujMy ia Amethi consdtumicy whJeb elected him in power in 1980 







cool •nd'InMlUfont and ha wai not a 
hypocrite.'Ha hcked thi« hallmark of 
Indian peliticiana. Ha could not treat 
hit enamiat with a imila. If ha tUa* 
Ukad a iiiart it wa* qitlta ivparant. 
Sometimai'hit blunt comments or 
frank rapliat created the impreision 
that he wai rough. 

One day, tome time in 1978,1 was 
sitting with Sanjay in It. K. Dhawan't 
•mall effica at 12, Willingdon Cre«* 
cant. Soon, Manaka, his wife and 
editor of SuryaAointi us. Saaing Man' 
aka, a former Union Minister (he is a 
Union Minister in tha praiant Cabinet 
too) entarad the room. He raquaitad 
Manaka to publish something in 
Surya, As soon as Sanjay saw tha. 
former Minister entering the room, 
hit face reddened. He did not say a 
word when the former Minister was 
pleading with Manaka. But I could see 
that he was tense. But Manaka kept 
on talking. Suddenly Sanjay stopped 
her and remarked! "All n^t”. After 
the Minister left the room, Sanjay 
added: "Don't publish any of his re* 
joinders. Bad man." This was Sanjay. 

Another instance. A former great 
champion of Sanjay and an ex* 
Minister of West Bengal went to see 
Mrs Gandhi and Sanjay just before 
the 1980 elections. He was with the 
Congress (U) and wanted to join the 
Congress (I). Both Mrs Gandhi and 
Sanjay were sore because. he had 
changed sides after the 1977 debacle.' 
Now, when this gentleman went to see 
Mrs Gandhi she received him with 
smiles and the ex-Minister told her 
that he simply wanted to be a soldier 
of Mrs Gandhi and the Sanjaybahini. 
Mrs Gandhi replied that she wel¬ 
comed selfless men to the Party. After 
being overwhelmed by Mrs Gandhi’s 
welcome, the gentleman went to see 
Sanjay who told him: “I knew you 
would come one day. Once you stab-, 
bed us in the back Vou will do the" 
same thing again if you get a chance I 
know that. But my mother has agreed 
to take you in the Party, so I will not 
oppose It. All right.” Sanjay’s ‘all 
right’ always meant ‘you can now go*. 

Some of his public activities also 
created the impression that he was 
hot-headed. But I think these were 
calculated political acts which did not 
reflect his real self. One day I asked 
Sanjay: “The way you conducted your 
negotiations with Raj Narain, the way 
you worked for the fall of the Janata 
government, the way you handled 
'Charan Singh and hi) friends, you 
didn’t at all appear to be a hot-headed 
man. Then why those scenes in the 
courts?” Sanjay only smiled in reply. 

Most of us do not know that the 
t^Jor mqves of Mrs Gandhi’s camp 
*ha debacle of 1977 were initi¬ 
ated by Sanjay. Can any hot-headed, 
spoilt child plan such political moves? 
True, his mother's popularity was the 
foundation on which everything 
rested. 

; But the planning was mainly hte 
«d where most of the senior leaden 
ol the camp feared or faltered, he 
w-Mld firmly say, ?Ui; us.go abaad*; 
H^was daring. odther,, 
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A aharad grief: two widows. Begum AMda (left) and Uaaatca {ngntf 


hot-headed nor pig-headed. Sanjay’s 
self-confidence was without parallel. 
Two days after the fall of Mrs Gan¬ 
dhi’s government in 1977, I found 
Sanjay confident of a comeback be¬ 
fore 1980.1 told him that was impossi- 
'ble He asserted; “Yes, this will hap¬ 
pen.” By June 1979 I also stert^ 
believing in this theory. But most of 
my journalist friends thought other¬ 
wise and their writings reflected this. 
After the 1980 elections when 1 met 
Sanjay he asked me with a big smile: 
“Now what do your friends say? Are 
we not back?" 

This was virtually ow last long off 
the record session. I wanted to know 
the inside story of how the Cabinet 
was formed. He said, “N®, not now." I 
asked; “Why not?" He smiled and 
$aid:“Because only two or three peo¬ 


ple know the whole story. And, if you 
write it. everyone would know that 1 
have given It to you.” In off the record 
talks Sanjay never told me a lie. 
When he did not want to say some¬ 
thing, he would Just say;T won’t tell 
you.' 

In the ultimate analysis, one must 
acknowledge that Sanjay's main 
source of strength was his mother, as 
Mrs Gandhi’s main source of strength 
was her father. But Sanjay poised 
strength of character and individual 
qualities too. In many aspects he was 
• unique and unparalleled. Mrs Gandhi 
got the opportunity to prove her own 
strength to the whole world. Alas, 
Sanjay did not get that chance be¬ 
cause his political career ended 
almost as abruptly as it had begun. 



Life in 
pictures 

Pfiotograpfis by Gotiai Cliitra Kuteef 







4»r«W|jr j n wiWBm *- ...... ■ ■ w - . - 

iiM. Mm Ladin ChmOd luir ohUdran mwv a part of Ruxlit Nauru's taouaaboid 
Hm (aaucwr Bwlty it tulking to Ytmbpol Ktpoor. 
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amity mtond patdlo lift with t cJaar idea of wMt lie tAoufiK needed doing' Pac^e 
ibuzw lUm to be a mrlout, iftomewhtt humourJett tad stnit-laoed young man He ia 
Men htvtag tm during t boJJdty ia Kashmir. 
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From the planting ofaajplinga to the clearing ofaluma to auperviaing Hamily planning 
openationa, SaiiJey^ acavitiaa oovereda wide area. Although he did not hold any oitloe 
then (1976) he wae the etar gueat anyone oouldhanon any oocmaion ■ The produoere of 
the mm Mrabooba invited aanjay to the premiere fat DelhTa Vigyan Bhavan in 1876)! 
ahaiing the limehght is Ji^Jeeh Xhanna. 
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Simjay finally held an official position only when time for him had virtually rup out. 
When he took over as general eeoretary of the Congree^l) and poaed with his fellow 
offloe-besavra, little did he realise that this would be the hurt picture taken of him id 
public. 
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Hire Oandhi was to break down in public later, only when they brought the ashes 
home. But far Nargis Dutt, who had only recently become a Hsjya SabhaMP, therewu 
no holding back the tears. An old Mend of the family, ahe had carried and played with 
Stuyay when he was a baby 


A The death wae grueeoxne and left him mutilated and eoaroely recogniaab^. Mrs 
Cj Oandhi, to whom he meant so much, was a picture of atoidam, while wife Maneka 
reeled under the shook. They kept vigil with hie mortal remains as tm endless stream 
of moumera saw their lam of aanjay. 
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Politics 

after 

Sanjay 

By BARUISr SENGUPTA 


URING his lifetime, only a 
few observers admitted 
that Sanjay Gandhi was an 
important factor in Indian 

_ politics. But after his tragic 

death, all of them are pointing out that 
the young man’s sudden departure will 
have a tremendous impact on the shape 
and content of our politics In fact, most 
of the pundits are agreed that Sanjay's 
abrupt departure will not only affect the 
rulers, but will also have its impact on 
some of the opposition Parties, who will 
start reassessing the entire situation 
now. Some of them may now even change 
iheir entire line and course of action If 
Sanjay was not an important factor in 
Indian politics, all these reactions would 
have been unnecessary 


The most important thing to be watch¬ 
ed now is how his mother, the most 
powerful PM India has known, takes this 
tragedy Reports say that she was sup- 
remelv compo.sed initially, that she did 
not at all look a shattered mother If it is 
so. It IS good for the country and the 
ruling Party But all these may be an 
exercise in will power, perhaps she is 
shattered inside And, maybe she does 
not realise vet how this tragic incident 
has affected her or is going to affect her 
in the near future Mrs Gandhi is defi¬ 
nitely not an ordinary mother, but after 
all she IS a mother and Sanjay was much 
more than just a son to her Sanjay was 
her son, her main political adviser, her 
chief commanding officer and her politic¬ 
al heir-apparent As a close faintly friend 


of the Gandhis Remarked after Sanjay's 
death, her entire political planning dur¬ 
ing the last three years had centred 
around Sanjay. Can Mrs Gandhi remain 
the person she was? She will change—if 
not apparently, then definitely inwardly. 

The question is, in which direction 
will she change and to what extent will 
this affect the working of the govern-* 
iiaent. Her burden, commitment and* re¬ 
sponsibility today IS much more than 
borne by any previous PM Today, Mrs 
Gandhi is both the Party and the govern¬ 
ment Almost every decision made by 
either the ruling Party or the ministry 
depends on her If she loses the firmness, 
the initiative, the determination, the 
Party, the government and the country 
will suffer tremendously There is no 
other person today who can really share 
her burden and discharge some of her 
responsibilities independently It is true 
that she is partly responsible for the 
creation of such a situation But the fact 
is that this is what the situation is like 

Had her Party leaders and workers 
been of a different type she could have 
expected some help from them at this 
moment of crisis But, alas, most of the 
Congressmen, particularly the leaders, 
are made of such inferior material that 
one cannot even expect unity from 
them—-and that ts asking for the very 
least. Within six months the most ugly 
faces of the Congress leaders will be¬ 
come visible, |ust as no one had to wait 
for more than six weeks to see their true 
characters after the 1977 election deba¬ 
cle Of course, this time none of them 
would dare attack Mrs Gandhi But this 


Witnessing the last rites. Begum Abide, Maneka and Mrs Gandhi 



time they will make her life miseiable by 
rheir mad (ostiing tor more power vvilhin 
the Party and the government In this 
process, they will start the bitleicst 
infighting in the history of the Congiess 
(1), and Mrs Gandhi will end up woi ryuig 
more about her own colleagues than 
abvilt the opposition Parties 'Ibis in 
fighting will start in the slates, and 
eventually reach the centre And the 
men who got important |obs s-olely due to 
Sanjay’s backing will be in great trouble 
now 

T he younger gciieialion whom Sanjay 
was bringing up very rapidly are not a 
settled and cohesive political force as 
yet Moreover, none of them has much 
political'maturity or expeiience True, 
some of them played impoiiant roles 
during the last three years But that was 
solely and whollv undei Sanjay’s leader¬ 
ship they acted upon Saniay’s instriu 
tions-Whether anyone of them has qual- 
itie.s of leadership or not is to be seen 
And, to what extent Mrs Gandhi gives 
'them scope now is also to be seen. They 
were expected to play a lole in Sanjay’s 
installation as the successor There is no 
question of such succession any more, so 
what role wilt Mrs Gandhi allot for the.se 
men now’ 

The people to be really watched are 
the senior leaders All of them have 
experience, some have even intelligence 
And they know Mrs Gandhi and her style 
of functioning much better than the 
newcomers Under Sanjay’s dominance, 
(nost of them had been feeling neglected 
and sidetracked, even those who got 
important governmental posts were not 
fullv satisfied. In addition they were 






always afraid of Sanjay They wrre 
leaious of him and his min Ihis did not 
like their quick rise to power But tht v 
could not do anything bxpti cnco told 
them not to oppose Saii|a\ or go against 
his wishes in any way Bui now that 
Sanjay is not thiMC they will in ind taki 
their revenge against Saniav s soiing 
disciples 

lo what ixtint thtsf so i died i riioi 
leadcis ari abU ro cuib tiu impoiiirii 
of tht voungi 1 pio|))t will it L irst 
depend on Mrs (> indhi s itiitudt I’ci 
sonallv, I do not think she will allow ilu 
youngci ginna'ion lo be iiuslitd torn 
pletplv But 11 istqualh (ertiin lhal ihi 
seniois canti It be biuslud isidi now It 
Rajiv Oandbi is not induued into potitii.s 
immediatelv, then Kainalapati Tiipathi 
Narasimha Rao Pranab Mukhtijtc and 
C M Stephen can bi expected to lietomi 
the most impottant Congitssinen diiiitig 
the next few months It Mis tiandhi 
brings in Rajiv to fill in the vaeiium 
caused by Saniav s sudden de ith then ot 
course it would be an entirelv difftreni 
story no one but Rajiv can get the 
absolute authoi Its whith Sanjay hid But 
if Rajiv (>andhi dots not join politits 
then the so called kiK ht>n cabinets of the 
pre Sanjay days will return and their 
composition will go on ehanging as it 
used to m the old days Howes ei t'-en d 
Raiiv comes, h^ will still have to prove 
his political abilities Apaii fiotn being 
Mrs Gandhi’s son Sanjay had liadetship 
qualities in his own right 

Some, if not all, of the Congress (U) 
people will now try to join the ( ongi ess 
(!) and wangle important positions in the 
overnment and the Patty Sanjay was 
liter about a large number of them, and 
they did not fit in to the political stiue 
ture eif Mrs Gandhi and Sanihay Gandhi’s 
(Ireams She knew that they would create 
trouble for Saniay the moment they got 
an opportunity So they wete kc'pt out 
Now they will tiy to get in and if allowed 
inside concentrate their inure energy to 


come I loser to the Piinu Miiiisitr Onlya 
joini effort by the luiiiois ind iht seniors 
in I In Congress (1) can pi event the 
('pporiutiist rt tniry of the Congress (Ui 

IHopli 

But many ate ntasteis in niaiiipulation 
and some of them have Iht strong back 
mg of big busi less bouses Ihtv will try 
to di idt tin tonj.its (I) badeis and 
take idv<i it ig< In any t ist ihev aic 
liktiv lo give up lluir uiti Mis (laridhi 
jiosiuits now Ilu s'ogin will be raised 
ih a the pit lyoy I (irigitss should be 
revived and lhal longitssincn v*htie 
vet tlicv IH should now come closet to 
ih( Piiinc Miiiistci III her hour ot crisis 
(As it ihcs w< n bv lu i side diuing bet 
Liisis o>»l977') 

III ittitude ot the pio Moscow point 
Cl ins will be inithci imjuutant thing 
lo waivb Whit will I lies do now* Would 
they still coiitiiuu ibcii slogan of a left 
aid demon itic alliinct against authoi 
aanaiiism oi would ihcy say that now 
vshcii iht txira consiitiaioiidl forces 
have lost ihcii siiingth the Icli and 
dcinotraiic Piriics should rally iruund 
Mis (iindhn Some >t them would dcti 
nitth like’ to wait foi a while and watch 
Mis (jandht lutoic taking any final 
‘land Others ait likely to iry to gel into 
Mis Gandhi's camp immediately banjay 
was the big stumbling block lor them He 
considered the leftists in general and 
communists in pai'iculai as frauds lo 
him, most of them wne just Russian 
igents He did not hale Russia, but he 
hated those he thought to be Russian 
agents He was nut pro American, as the 
communists tiied to paint him, he was 
rather for a “genuine neutral foreign 
policy” He wanted India to be a strong 
wt Id power as quickly as possible So far 
1 knew, Mrs Gandhi was not opposed to 
tiv se ideas personally, and Sanjay did 
not really have to push her to follow this 
lourse On economic questions expert 
cnce had taught her to be a critic of 
nutionalisaiion And she hud started 


warning the world about both the super 
powers much before Sanjay’s emergence 
She had started the process of normalisa 
tion of relations with China when Sanjay 
was not an important factor Some of the 
ro Moscow elements think she changed 
et pro left and pro Moscow line because 
ot Sanjay They feel that most of them 
weie rejected by het mainly due to 
San jay’s pressure And some of them are 
jHisiiive that with Sanjay’s departure 
they can now get closer to her and can 
influence hei policies On the whole, the 
left would like to watch her at least for 
tlie next few months before coming to a 
definite conclusion and pronouncing 
their future course of action Till then 
the y will follow a soft line towards 
Gandhi And this will obviously affect 
opposition politics in the country 
With a vast majority of the Congres- 
s(U) leaders trying to join her Party and 
with the left and the pro Moscow^ ele 
ments being in a dilemma, the opposition 
IS bound to lose much of its already 
reduced potency at least for the present. 
Even if Rajiv Gandhi is mducted, the left 
and pro Moscow elements would like to 
svaten him first and some of them would 
even try to cultivate him in the hope of 
influencing his ideas The left and the 
pro Moscow elements will not give up 
Mrs Gandhi easily, especially when they 
Jiave got an unexpected op^rtunity at 
ter such a long time * 

In the short run, the Indian political 
scene after Sanjay’s death will depend 
largely on how Mrs Gandhi reacts to tnls 
tragedy, to what extent she has changed, 
(and what steps she consequently takes If 
Kajiv Gandhi is inducted then it will take 
one course, if he does not come, a 
completely different situation could 
arise No clear picture can be expev ted to 
emerge at least before the next six 
months Thanks to the old Janata Party 
and Its leaders, the entire countiy’s poli¬ 
tics now mostly depends on one jierson’s 
actions and reactions 
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The 

Emergence 
of Sanjay 

By DOM MORAES 



--IHE tfEWSPAPEKS 

STARTED to print once* 
more under heavy censor • 
ship a few days after the' 

_I Emergency was declared 

Some of them, like The Motherland, a 
Jen Sangh orientated publication, was 
not allowed to restart at all A handful of 
newspapermen had been arrested, and 
the rest submitted without any show of 
resistance Not only were the editorials 
dead but the news, never wildly exciting 
at the best of times^ was now heaiily 
devoted to reporting the activities of the 
Prime Minister, and quoting her 
speeches and comments An announce 
ment displayed on front pages all over 
the country, said that Sanjay Gandhi had 
been asked to reorganise the Youth 
Congress, the youth branch of the Partv 
composed mainlv of volunteers This 
announcement brought forth excessive 
plaudits from the Press The national 
r . .~- 


editors had been forced to submit to 
censorship, but nobody had asked them 
to drop on all fours in front of the 
government Nevertheless, the editors, 
urged on by proprietors with bad contci* 
ences who wished to placate Mrs Gandhi, 
had assumed this traditionally Indian 
posture of respectful subservience, and 
they remained in it, not looking particu* 
larly dignified, until the Emergency was 
over, when many were praised by foreign 
Press associations for their courage and 
independence in the face of dictatorship, 
and their incessant battle for the free¬ 
dom of the Press 

The inordinate publicity which San- 
jay’s entry into what could very loosely 
be called politics (for the Youth Congress 
IS not strictly speaking a political entity 
but an organisation of young volunteers 
who help the seniors of the Party by 
working in the field, distributing 'lam 
phlets and cheering at rallies) had no 


tremendous news value except in so far 
aa Saajay wai Mrs Gandhi’s aoa, Ctmsld' 
erlng that prior to this there had been 
considerable protest ebout the Maruti 
cars he was supposed to produce, it waa 
perhaps unwise of her to expose him to 
publicity, evqp as having bem offered a 
minor function in the Party at this time. 
What exactly he was supposed to do was 
left rather vague, but he issued a four- 
point programme, posaibly to explain hU 
own fun^on to hlmaelf. Two of these 
points were that'ipeople should have 
planned families, something that had 
been amoebu; in government statements 
since 1949. and that slums should be 
cleared and the people in these slums 
rehoused ' 

These were admirable ideas* but tt is 
widely conceded that Sanjay’s im¬ 
plementation of them was an extremely 
powerful element in the eventual fall of 
his mother He had no experience of this 
kind of thing, and going ahead without 
experience he was to make himself the 
target, not only of the entire Indian 
Press, but also of certain sections of the 
foreign Press in any event the villain of 
the piece His initial ascent was too high 
for him, but it was not fair that he shoiud 
have had to fall so far, for he was 
launched by forces beyond his own con¬ 
trol, not least by the Indian Press durmg 
the Emergency They provided him with 
no ballast for his nde up, and over¬ 
weighted him as he came down 

The amount of publicity which Sanjay 
received was not only fantastic, but out 
of all proportion to what he did, whether, 
during the Emergency, it was favourable 
publicity, or, after the Congress fall in 
1977, unfavourable in the extreme The 
latter kind of publicity sprang from the 
former newspapermen who had played 
him up for the nineteen months of 
Emergency, for no reason except that 
they wished to appear subservient to his 
mother, so inflated the role he played 
that it became excellent story material 
for them after the Emergency to prick 
the balloon they bad themselves created. 
Sanjay seems to have blundered onward 
into a disaster which someone who 
thought further ahead than the immedi¬ 
ate moment could probably have fore¬ 
seen and avoided. 

"You see,” Mrs Gandhi said to me, 
"he isn’t a thinker. He’s e doer. I mean, 
cent per cent a doer When he wants 
something done, he gets it done ” It wu 
more than a year since the 1977 election 
but the furniture m the room where she 
meets people was the same, except that 
the meeh upholstery of the sofa had been 
so nayed by the behindt of so many 
politicians in the intervening period Her 
slippers dropped neatly to die floor in 
front of her armchair, her small feet 
tucked themselves up on it A Peter 
Pan-like child blew a flute from a paint¬ 
ing on the wall: Nehru showed his profile 
in a shadowed alcove: a huge Irish wol¬ 
fhound shambled in, sniffed about, went 
away She said, "He’s very austere in his 
habits, you know He doesn’t drink, he 
doesn’t smoke. He wears very sinmla 
clothes, he eats very simply. Now tnw 
say he was very interested injgirli: untU 
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he marned Maneka I was sery womed 
about the fact that he did not seem to be 
interested ui girls ” 

Apart from these maternal views, I 
wanted to know why Sanjay had come 
into politics after the Emergency had 
been declared “He didn’t come into 
politics," Mrs Gandhi said, a little 
annoyed with my lack of knowledge “He 
isn’t interested inpohtics In fact, I think 
he disapproves of politics But when I 
was in d^ficulties at Allahabad, he was 
one of the few people who stood by me 
He told me that he wanted to do some 
thing to help me, to help the Party and 
the country If somebody who has shown 
he IS loyal says that he wants to do 
something to help, can you turn him 

K'etnmieNaf A# 


away?’’ Never having been in this situa 
non, I shook my head “Since he said he 
wanted to help," Mrs Gandhi said, “1 
asked D K Barooah then Congress Presi 
dent after Emergency, what he could do 
Barooah said there was somebody 
needed to run the Youth Congress San 
]ay said he would do it As you know, he 
did” 

I N 1970, Mrs Gandhi had told me that 
family planning was now the most 
important of all the government prog 
rammes She herself, as regards the 
multitudes of her country, had not really 
said much about it, except that m 1968 
she addressed a meeting of women in 
North India about the necessity for it 
This was curious against a background of 


attempts at population control which had 
started on a governmental basis as early 
as 1949 The difficulty had always been, 
for government spokesmen, that the idea 
of family planning was alien to Indians, 
especially in the rural areas This is 
common through most peasant societies 
those societies spoken of as the Third 
World The reason is obvious if a couple 
works in their own fields, sowing, fertilis¬ 
ing, ploughing and harvesting the plants 
they need for survival, they must plough 
the harvest even harder in their own bed, 
to provide themselves with free labour 
whose mam incentive is survival 
Moreover, according to Indian tradition, 
the children are supposed to look after 
the parents, but a daughter, married to 
someone sprung of other stock, cannot 







TBADITIONAL 

With the Qrowine responeibillty of 
induitrielleetlon, there hae been an increaalno 
awareneaa of better protection through 
National In term* of Fire, Marine and 
miscellaneous insurance, In the field of 
traditional business our turnover Increased 
by 13.8“o to a figure of Rs. 7824 lacs in 
the past year. 


MANPOWER 
With expansion comes a 
special kind of recruitment— 
for the right kind of 
workforce, which can 
establish roots of service, 
even in the remotest areas. 
Our taskforce has increased 
from 6,000 In 1974 ^ 

to nearly 9,000 In 1979; 
figures that will continue to 
soar Into the ISSO's. 




Our achievements 
in 1979 
have propelled 
our 1980 tai^et 
to even greater heights. 


NON-TRADITIONAL 
The cattle owner, 
small farmer and even 
cycle-rickshaw owner 
has realised today that 
protection by National 
against damage or 
theft of property 
requires very little 
premium. The result 
is a'great leap 
forward in our non- 
traditional business 
from Rs. 459 53 lacs 
in 1978 to Rs. 646 78 
lacs in 1979 
Projection for 1*980 
IS Rs 717 49 lacs 


EXPANSION 

Wherever there is growth, there is expansion 
Bigger demands must be met with a 
physical expansion in terms of divisions and 
branch offices During 1979 alone, we 
opened 14 new Divisions and 25 Branches, 
covering nearly all divisional towns 
throughout the country. The year 1980 
promises further expansion 


CLAIM SETTLEMENT 

Considering the volume of insurance in both 
the traditional and non-traditional areas, 
we have to cope with a veiy heavy demand 
for claim settlement 

We have successfully increased our claim 
settlement rate so that the insuring public 
does not suffer. 



PLEDGE 

Our pledge to serve the country is no idle promise, 
but a continuous renewal of a commitrf^ent. So once 
again we pledge to serve the people in all walks of 
life. And we do this through the special collective 
effort of the entire staff in providing prompt service 
with more facilities against all unforeseen risks. 


TOWARDS NEW HORIZONS OF SERVICE AND SECURITY 
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S irit* h«r parwin to com* tnd inhibit 
r hutband’i houM, fortuMt«ly for th* 
huiband. whor*M • ton c*n and li in 
du» bound to invito hit parotita to com* 
ana stay with him. unfwttmataly for hit 
wife. Tnoreforo, if a eoupl* had daugh* 
tan to itart with, thay would pariavar* 
in having childron until a ion wai pro* 
ducad: nundful, in tbair own way, of tha 
high rat* of infant mortality in India, 
thay would probably pariavar* until thay 
had two loni: hance tha unaccaptability 
of family planning to rural couplai of 
whatever religion; and the rural people 
were basically Hindus, Muslims, and 
Sikhs. Of the people basically urban, a 
larae number were Christians, and the 
bulk of these Roman Catholics who 
would not accept the idea of planned 
families, at least not by humanly under¬ 
standable methods of control. It was thus 
anything but easy for a political Party to 
urge family planning upon people since 
it would instantly lose popularity and 
votes. 

The government of India, in the 
1950s, launched a reasonably large cam¬ 
paign of what might be called persuasion 
to induce people to limit their families to 
two or three children since, due to the 
fall in the death rate through improved 
medicinal methods, the population 
growth rate had shown an alarming in¬ 
crease. The government used propagan¬ 
da posters, and the family planning sym¬ 
bol of an inverted red triangle appeared 
in the most unlikely places all over India. 
“If the villagers are devout Hindus of a 
certain type," Pupul [ayakar told me 
once, “they would recognise the inverted 
red triangle as a symbol of fertility, 
which It IS according to the Tantric cult." 
Certainly the red triangle did not work 
very well. By the early 1970s the Indian 
population was estimated at around SSO 
million, which meant every seventh per¬ 
son alive in the world had been born in 
India, though in the absence of proper 
census figures, since the statistics in 
remote villages are not reliable, the 
population figure may have been more. 
In any event, the estimated increase in 
population every year came to between 
12-13 million, wnich meant that a num¬ 
ber roughly equivalent to the entire 
population of the continent of Australia 
was being added, every year, to the 
population of the country of India. So far 
the Indian officials had relied on the 
condom, manufactured in India, the loop, 
and the pill to try and keep the popula¬ 
tion level down. None of these was a 
terminal method, and largely owing to 
the anger of the husband at a loop being 
inserted into his wife, since it might lead 
her into infidelity without risk of discov- 
enr, the annoyance of the husband at the 
ultimum of pleasure in hianot particular¬ 
ly pleasurable life beind interrupted by 
the condom, and the inability of the wife 
to count, thus rendering the pill useless, 
family planning in the villages which 
coiMnse most of India was not a succeis. 

pien came the idea of sterilisation, 
both male end female. Incentives in cash 
were offered to those who agreed to be 
sterilised. Some enlightened companies 
came forward to sey that those of their 
employees who took a week off to be 
sterilised would not only be paid for the 
week, but be offered a company incen¬ 
tive equal to, and sometimes exceeding, 
the government incentives. Tlus prog¬ 
ramme was fairly successful in the urban 
arealr.'Wbere there were no extra hands 


neceiiarv for land cultivation, and where 
accommodation wu limited, but it was 
not a luccaii in the villagBi for tha lama 
raiion ai hed apRUed to avary othar 
mathod of contraception. 

Broadly ipaaking, tha politieoi hesi¬ 
tancy which had prevented the govern¬ 
ment from puihiiu femily planning to 
any real extent disappeared with tha 
declaration of Emergency. Sometime in 
1975. shortly before the Emeriancy, I 
saw Mrs Gandhi in my capacity as a 
UNFPA observer, to ask her about the 
comparative failure of the extent prog¬ 
ramme. I also asked her about com¬ 
plaints from the sterilisation camps that 
operations were performed in such haste 
that the patient frequently became in¬ 
fected, and that incentives were being 
misapplied in that they were not only 
offered to the prospective patient but to 
the man who urged him to be sterilised.. 
These motivators, therefore, hauled in as 
many people as they could, a number 
which allegedly included very young 
people as yet unmarried and very old 
people unlikely to be blessed with 
offspring. Mrs Gandhi, having pondered 
upon this question (the interview was in 
her office and she was being formal) 
replied, “Of course, the success of the 
whole programme depends on the ability 
and dedication of the officers in each 
area.” 

O NE of the other salient points of 
Sanjay's four-pronged programme 
was the beautification of Delhi by the 
planting of trees and the destruction of 
slums There are in Delhi a large number 
of people who are poor, but do not starve, 
who five in slum areas which have 
sprouted up near their work. The Hari- 
jans about whom Leela (my wife) had 
written to Mrs Gandhi lived in one such 


slum area. Tkeir colony was on the banks 
of the Jamuna river, in small, patchily 
whitewashed mud edifices. There was a 
tap for water, but no sanitation, though 
the banks and the waters of the river 
provided a communal latrine. The people 
kept goats and pigs, so the sanitary 
facilities were to some degree shared 
between the animals and their owners. 
They were not healthy conditions to live 
in, but a continual exposure to deadly 
bacteria had to some extent hardened 
the population, and they were not by 
Indian standards badly off, though they 
suffered from various endemic diseases 
transferred to their children. These were 
among the sort of slums that the govern¬ 
ment, after the Emergency, scheduled 
for demolition and their inhabitants for 
resettlement. 

At the time of the Kauls from Kash¬ 
mir, the first Nehrus in the early ei^t- 
eenth century, what is now called’Old 
Delhi was the city proper: around it there 
was arid scrub ana expanses of dust and 
rock where the ruins of the earlier Delhis 
were populated by rats, hyenas, owls, 
bats, ana a very few, very poor people 
When New Delhi was built by the British, 
the population of the old and the new 
cities was still sited within areas clearly 
defined scrubland around. But 

after 1947, with the flood of Hindu and 
Sikh refugees spilling over tha new bor¬ 
der with Pakistan, the face of Delhi 
became much more complex and more 
crowded. Some of the refugees from the 
city of Lahorh, which had become part of 
Paki Stan, and from other parts of the 
sprawling end populou.s Punjab, breegiht 
money with them: .some fled penniless 


from tha clubs and knives of tha newly 
Pakistani Muslims, but had lands, 
momw, or relativas across tha bordar: 
but tna bulk cama without resourcas or 
support, having lost their relativas and 
■saets in tha nolocaust of August. To 
thasa tha lovammant of India offered 
compantatfon assessed in relation to tha 
losses they had suffered due to th* 
Partition, Tha refugees were homeless 
smd they needed homes: thay began, with 
their own money or with the assistance ot 
official compensation, to build, and 
houses sprawled over whet had been 
■cnibland, small white uniformly udy 
houses, surrounded still by dusty shrubs 
and trees. Roads were built, services, all 
rather shaky, installed: now the twin 
cities sprawl out ecross the plain over a 
total area of 134 square miles. What this 
meant in 1975 was that there was no tmen 
space available near the city in which to 
put the resettled slum dwellers. They 
had to be moved to areas far from their 
work, where they were offered small 
plots of land, free of charge, on which to 

Tha point was that tha government 
was not offering these people materials 
with which to build, or assistance where¬ 
by they could procure materials or 
labour. Neither had the government as 
yet provided any service racUities to any 
of these areas: die resettled population 
had to live in hastily constructed and 
very temporary hovels, their kerosene 
lamps and smudge fires flickering un¬ 
easily amidst the fields, often without an 
immediately accessible supply of water. 
The people and their chattels were taken 
in government lorries to their new 
homes, dumped there, and left. Ibey had 
therefore, if they wished to continue in 
their former employment, to mise in the 
small hours to catch buses or to bicycle to 
their work: and return at night'in the 
same way. This meant that in some cases 
they could only spend around six hours a 
day at home, in which time they had to 
cook, eat, and sleep. The resettlement 
areas being a long way from anywhete, 
there was no question of the people 
being able to find other employment 
within a workable radius of their homes.. 
The energy wasted in travel by bicycle to 
and from the city devoured their enicien- 
cy. The money spent on bos fares ate 
away at the heart of their incomes, which 
were not Increased by their employees in 
a way commensurate with tneur new 
expenses. Most of the resettled people 
had no desire whatever to go where they 
were sent: however, go they had to, as 
their houses shattered under crowbars 
behind them sending up clouds of dust 
like signals of distress. 

The largest slum area in Old Delhi 
was around the gigantic old mosque, the 
Jama Masjid, its geometry of red sand¬ 
stone bulking over the little houses and 
alleys beneatir, a landmark for centuries. 
Several generations of Nehrus had seen 
the Jama Ma.sjid and its environs, had 
watched the environs of the mosque turn 
from more or less open spaces dotted 
with poorhouses and hospitals in the 
Mogul times, to a clutter of .shops and 
hovels when, after the Mutiny, the Brit¬ 
ish closed the former flcamarket down. 
The clutter still spread around at the foot ‘ 
of the mosque, dirty, noisy and pictures¬ 
que to tourists, to the inhabitants a way 
of life. The little stalls where/Cebab mak¬ 
ers crouched over their ovens, the areas 
where meat, fish, and live birds were 
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■eld; •till nitted, uid people itill cum 
from all over tne dw to buy cookod food 
end tuppllw thoro. It was a vmty fadiion* 
■bla MMt, fnr^Now Dallii aodalitoa to 
■and their aarvanta into tha araa to 
purchaaa icahaha of meat and fiah for the 
guaata at a cocktail puty. One ot tha 

S eat lataa of tha old dty, tha Turkman 
ua, brooded over tha conaariaa of 
•hopa and houaaa: oncoi from the Turk* 
man Gate, there had bean a clear view of 
dm moa<|ua, now obacurad by tha clamor* 
oui conatructiona between. Sanjay ia 
allagad to have aald to aoma of tha Youth 
Congraaa workara, on having had a look 
at the placa:”! want tha day to come 
whan 1 can sea the Jama Maajfd from the 
Turkman Gate.” 

T he curiouaneaa of the Emergen^ lay 
not ao much in any terror f dt by tha 
people for the government, as in the 
readlneaa of the people to oblige and 
pleaae those who ruled them. It was 
tradtional to India, in a way, as much as 
the actions of the Emergency were: an 
arranged marriage of the rulers and the 
ruled, where the ruled promised to hon¬ 
our and obey the rulers, and do their best 
eventually to love the rulers as well; a 
relationship between a male and active 
power and a female and passive princi¬ 
ple. The Kamasutra describes how the 
male partner in a sexual act must pinch, 
bite, and beat the female in several 
different ways as the act progresses: for 
this is what is expected of him: the 
female partner, lying back and takmg it, 
though perhaps not entirely enjoying it, 
must respond to each type of pincn, bite, 
or slap with the twitter or coo of a 
different species of bird, for this is what 
is expected of her. 

Therefore,when Sanjay made certain 
tyes of pronouncement during the course 
of the Emergency, only a veiy few people 
said anything; most emitted the correct 
birdnotes. The slum dwellers complained 
when their hovels were destroyed, but 
never to the government. They com¬ 
plained to one another, and apologised to 
irritated employers when they were late 
for work. Meanwhile, what was certainly 
true was that government employees 
turned up on time, took fewer teabreaks, 
and attended more to their work. Indian 
bureaucracy—which was after all cre¬ 
ated by the British—has always been far 
too top-heavy: six m^n have always been 
employed to perform a function one man- 
eaiud have dpne, the least of the six 
passing a directive upward until it 
reaches the first, who passes it on to the 
person who can take action. One man in 
this chain who has gone off for tea, or 
taken the day off, can delay the directive 
which, when he returns to duty, will be 
•wamped by other flits, for wedcs or 
months. This, however, ceased to hai^n 
m the days of the Emergency. The fall in 
prices and the lower Inddenice of 
a^e were noted by the people as Well. 
The arresu were not noted because few 
except the most important ones were 
reported. V^t did cause a stir was what 
started^ to happen in north India, and 
most visiUv in Delhi, as a result of the 
actions and directives of Sanjay. 

n UKHSAN A Sultana, or liukhsaiM Be* 
J^4ein, is a youngish woman with the 
nneral appemranct at an lhdiwi> film* 
star. That is to say, die app^ fb Iw a 
priaontr within jli ptnomdlty the has 
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plike hiss of her silks when she moves, 
and the round-lensed, pink spectacles 
through which the world observes her, as 
throu^ two spyholes into the cell of 
herself, are more than conducive to this 
image She is actually the niece of an 
Indian filmstar, Begum Para, known in 
the 19S0s for the size of her bust rather 
than for the size of her roles. Begum 
Para’s elder sister married a Hindu, so 
'Rukhsana originally had a Hindu name 
which she turned into a Muslim one to 
fulfil the remiirements of a legacy.>iler 
life in Delhi, ore she decided to prove 
herself as a social worker, is said to have 
been sli^tly colourful: a ftiore unlikely 
person tor Sanjay to choose as an assis¬ 
tant in his mission to improve the lot of 
the masses is difficult to unagme. 

Even after the Emergency, when San- 

t 'ay was in trouble, she seems to have 
teen loyal to him, and defended him to 
various hostile interviewers. However, 
the woman of Sanjay’s family do not 
seem to have a high opinion of her. "She 
is,’’ said Mrs Gandhi once, in sli^t 
irritation rather than in anger, "a very 
scatterbrained sort of person.” Maneka 
said, “Well, she probably went around 
and talked, a lot of rubbish. But she was 
very earnest, and Sanjay needed volun* 
teers.” This may have been ao, but why 
he decided to take on an outsider, in* 
stead of turning to the exiating volun* 
tears of the Youth Congress, seems to me 
a option diflcult to anawar. 

Rukhsana Sultana waa put in charM 
of the moat difficult area in Delhi, 
around thd Jama Maajid, and there,* 
amidst tha tluma, she floated la her allka, 

B ink apMtaclea and pearls, ftom July to 
'eceinber 1975. During this time mm was 
apparmidy'mostly eiuagjkl in collecting 
complaints from local Inhabitaata about 
water*tapa and sanitary fadlidai, or tha 
lack of them, and sanding-theaa to the 
Municipal Corporation, wnit^ does not 
•earn to hhva oona nuw about thorn. In 
I>09bgh0i[ 197^howavar, whan tha prog¬ 


ramme for ttariliaadon really started to 
bo pushed, she was told by Sanjay to 
push it in Old Delhi. The popiuation 
■round the Jama Masjid was mos^' 
Muslim: since Rukhsana was at least 
partly Muslim,Sanjay may have im> 
agined it woiild be a case of.like calUng 
to like: but the unanawering sea a| 
Musliflu around the gigantic old mosqua 
receded rapidly as tna pink toes of 
Rukhsana Sultana, painted to match hat 
spectacles perhaps, intruded into ths^ 

S roganitivc lives. A large number of tha 
luuim women around tha mosqua s^ 
go around, as their ancestors did when 
the Kauls first came to Delhi, in shroud- 
like black costumes known as burkhat^ 
which cover them from head to foot. ThO 
only area left exposed by the burkba is 
the face, and this exposure is compen¬ 
sated for by a veil, attached to thn 
burkba, which covers the face. The sig^ ■ 
of Rukhsana Sultana, painted and. 
scented, her face shielded only by her ’ 
pink spectacles, pearls round her na^ 
her sari of silk and the choU or blouse 
under it cut, by the standards of the area, 
indecently low, must have shocked dm 
orthodox Muslims, both men and women. 
She herself does not seem to have 
thoi^ht of these very poor people as 
particularly human. She is alleged to 
have told an interviewer that the sten^ 
and filth of the slums so sickem^ her 
thet she had to douse herself with her 
favourite scent before she could bear to 
enter them. Certainly, on one occask^ 
my wife Leela met her near the mosque, 
and, having herself dressed in her sim¬ 
plest clothes, expressed some surprise at 
Rukhsana’s attire in this ambience of 
poor and orthodox Muslims. "My jewM- 
Iery,”the social worker said,"is part of 
my personality. Why should I discard my 
real personality?” She also developed a 
habit, when trying to browbeat thast 
women into accepting sterilisation, of 
telling them that they should break traa 
from the fetters of orthodoxy and tau 
their husbands that they were male 
chauvinists. This was heresy to most of 
the women and it waa made worse whes 
Rukhsana Sultana, ,to encourage theu 
towards emancipation, flicked up tbe^ 
veils and made them wow their feces to 
an audience that included men. This waa 
eouivalent to a Wastem social worker 
telliiM women that they must be emanci¬ 
pated and then, in front of an audience 
which included men, pulling their skirts 
up to show how they could be emanci¬ 
pated. 

It was therefore little wonder that as 
she swished about tha crowded allays of 
Old Delhi she was always acconmniad 
by an armed police escort, her credibility 
with the people she was trying to reach, 
never very high to start with, was re¬ 
duced by this to nothing. She was a 
ralativaly unimportant figure in herself, 
but her eedvities may have contributed 
considerably to a kind of minor insurrec¬ 
tion id Old Delhi in June 1976, arotmd 
tlM Turkman Gate: thou^ by thet time 
the demolition of many shops and houses 
in front of tha Jama Matjid had axac^ 
bated the temper of the peopl* 
further- Gas, batons, and btulats d» 
parsed aprotast rally of Muslims: several 
ware klliM. 

Tha episode could be said to ha^ 
bean tha and of the beginning of th* 
Emergency. _ . ^ 

Td be concluded next weekj 



waa flying it aa he wished. He lightened 
onlookers once when it seemed that the 
plane was going to cradiland on the 
chairs; suddianiy he had lowered the 
plane giving the impression that he 
wanted to make his craft kiss the grass. 
But he picked the plane up neatly. He 
avoided death every time just a split 
of a second. And he continued flying 15 
minutes beyond the time allotted to him. 
It seemed as thou^ he did not want to 
come down 

This was almost his daily routine, 
when he was in Delhi, performing aero* 
batics which ace pilots would not dale to 


-AN JAY GANDHI had a pas¬ 
sion for flying and aeroba¬ 
tics. People who frequent 
the Delu Flyi^ Club say 
that he was far better at 
this than the other members of the club. 
But ha was arrogant and nevewlistened 
to the advice of the other pilots Even 
then, these pilots concede that “he excel¬ 
led in pinpoint landing and exploding 
balloons vrith his aircraft propellers in 
the slw**. Unlike his brother Rajiv, who is 
a cool and composed lA pilot, Sanjay 
opted for powered flymg indulgmg m the 
most dangerous types of aerobatics. He 
was given a pnvate pilot’s hcence on 6 
September, 1976, a commercial pilot's 
licence on 23 June, 1979 and an assistant 
fli^t instructor’s licence on 24 January, 
1980. When the pnvate pilot’s licence 
was granted, Mr Sanjay Gandhi had 
flown 325 hours His total flying experi¬ 
ence by 17 June this year was 627 hours. 
He was allowed to fly Pushpak, Bonansa, 
Beach Baron, Piper Supercruiser, Twm 
Beach and Maule aircraft 

Just two days before the fatal acci¬ 
dent Capt. Kamendra Singh, alias Ralph, 
aviation adviser to the ^njab Govern¬ 
ment, had warned Sanjay that he should 
not do aerobatics below 2,000 feet. Just 
one week before his death Sanjay Gan¬ 
dhi had a narrow escape when he tned to 
perform a ’barrel roll’ at slightly below 
^000 feet. His plane had lost control and 
dropped about 1,500 feet The plane was 
coming down like a stick when, at the last 
moment at the height of 400 to 500 feet, 
Mr Gandhi regained control and man¬ 
aged to go up. It was a narrow escape In 
1977 also Mr Sanjay Gandhi had a brush 
with death when his plane, a Beachcraft 
Bonanza, crashlanded near Lucknow 


He loved to take risks while flying 
small planes^ He enjoyed flying against 
winds and playing with the clouds He 
always said that “life is up there in the 
aky”. Nobody can forget 26th March of 
this year, when Sanjay Gandhi braved all 
hazards of flymg in the presence of 
retired and serving air force officers, 
club members and a few others. Dressed 
in his usual white kunapyjama, and 
kolhapuri chappals, Sanjay was to fly a 
Pushpak. His co-passenger was Capt 
Kamendla Singh The Pushpak- is not 
meant for aerobatics. And this fact be- 
jmme a challenge to him. Ihe next 15 
minutes saw the best of Sanjay’s flying 
qualities Nobody could believe that he 
; jperforming steep banks, stall turns, 
' Bse, rolls etc with a Pushpak The 
! had become a toy in his hands He 








do> Hit elder brother Rajiv hid alto 
warned him not to touch the Pitts S-2A 
because a tremendous amount of skill is 
needed to handle it. According to insid* 
ers, Rajiv Gandhi thought that Sanjiiy 
did not have the necessary experience to 
fly it. 

On the morning of 22 June, Sanjay 
had taken Dhirendra Brahmachari With 
him for a joy ride in this plane. After 
coming back Brahmachari had given him 
an elder’s scolding, telling him that he 
should not fly jn such a manner. On 23 
June Brahmachhri confirmed that Sanjay 
Gandhi did not have the experience to do 
aerobatics in a Pitts S-2A: “It would have 
been better if he had tried it a month 
later after he had more experience,” he 
said. The Pitts S-2A is the world’s best for 
aerobatics but is also reported to have 


disappeared betiiad the Ashok Hotel. He 
scanned the skies for the plane, biit it 
was not visible now. The plane did not 
rise. He started running and asking, 
“Where is the Pitts? Where is the Pitts?” 

The control tower was rung up. An 
ambulance and the fire brigade were 
coming towards the runway, pne Push- 
pA in the air was doing its normal 
rounds. Jatinder Sin^ Venna and four 
trainees, along with Deputy Director of 
Civil Aviation, Mr G. R. Kathwalia got 
into a Fiat and rushed towards the pre¬ 
sumed site of the crash. From Ashok 
Hotel they moved towards the American 
embassy, searching for the exact site of 
the accident. Another car led them to the 


site. The fire brigade and the ambulance 
had already reached there. Then police¬ 
men landed up and started pushing the 
onloohms away. Jatinder tried to open 
the crumpled door of the plane. It was 
jammed, “I opened the door by pushing, 
with my left foot, some metallic piece. 
'Then I saw the split scalp, and crushed 
and entangled bodies. They were dead. 
There was no doubt about it. I left the 
door.” 

Sanjay was fascinated by the sky, by 
heights, and loved to be there. His was 
the death of a daredevil. 


UDAYAN SHARMA 


one of the hijpiest accident rates. 

On the evening of 22 June, Maneka 
Gandhi accompanied her husband, in 
this plane. Just after taking her, Sanjay 
took R. K. Dhawan with him. Dhawan 
was frightened after the fli]d>t. Onlook¬ 
ers recall that Mr Dhawan requested 
Sanjay with folded hands to be careful in 
flying. Dhawan had repeated his request 
several times. That night a friend had 
warned him, *^0001 fly like this. If you 
are not going to stop it, I wiU complain to 
Indiraji”. But Sanjay was adamant. 

Under the Indian aircraft rules and 
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international flying regulations the Pitts 
S-2A is prohibited from flying below 
5,000 feet and above residential areas, 
particularly since in making loops this 
plane can lose height very fast. But 
Sanjay Gandhi was performing aeroba¬ 
tics above Ashok Hotel and Rashtrapati 
Bhawan. 

On the morning of 23 June, Sanjay 
had invited Viren Anand (Maneka’s 
brother) and Madhav Rao Scindia to fly 
with him. Viren had another apwint- 
ment and Madhav Rao could not wake up' 
in time. Sanjay therefore approached 
Capt. Subhash Saxena who was an ace 
pUot but he had no experience in flying 
in this type of aircraft. 

According to an eyewitness, Jatinder 
Singh, who is a reg^ar visitor at the 
flyii^ club, Sanjay had also flown this 
plane on Saturday, June 21. On 23 June, 
Jatinder Singh reached the flying club 
around 7.15 in the morning. The ntts* 
engine was started and Sanjay, in his 
us^ way, was discussing a few technical 
poinu with an engineer, Mr Venna. Capt. 
Saxena on that was not feeling very 
cheerful and he was very'reluctant tp 
accompany Sanjay. Sai'jay came on the 
.left rear <d the plane, took <df his black 
apectaclea and put them in the comer. 
Inen he took out metallic glasses, end 
gave the caw to Mr Vimaa. He sat on 
the.Pitts, and with hfs usual thumba up, 
taxied towards the mowar. he was at the 
cmtrols. Saxena was In Ota front seat. 
The plane took ofT It took a Iglt loop 
towards the race course, then it lpioyed 
towards the PM's house. Then it took 
andther loop. Meanwhile, JatjndMBii^ 
had stnted.towardt dm dubhottse»1MM*i 
ha stopped to take a look at ^ Ig 
tha air^ saw thkt it had coMjmiied a 
10^ hut the }oof> was taken a Mi lo«r, 
^jh*t after that the plane, goiag vary foyi, 


CC triODAY is Pitts’ Day,” Sanjay Gan- 

X dhi is reported to have remarked 
to one of his friends lUst before taking off 
on that ill-fated flight He was clear^ in 
love with this particular aircraft which 
could behave like a trapeze artiste in the 
air. 

It is not yet clear just how this plane 
was acquired four years ago, and throu^ 
which convoluted route it reached the 
Ddhi Flying Club. It was roistered with 
theMwctorate General of Civil Aviation 
in tne name of a Calcutta firm, Messrs 
Thomas Mouget, owned by industrialists 
who have bwn very friendly with Mrs 
Gandhi’s family. It was brought to India 
in January 1977, but the customs clear¬ 
ance came only in May 1980 Obviously 
the parts had been lying in some obscure 
comer. It was assembled during the week 
before the crash and the airworthiness 
certificate was given only two days be¬ 
fore the crash; the plane had logged 11 
hours. The plane was sold by Aerotech 
Ltd of Wyoming. 'USA, in 1976. The 
registration code given was VT-EGN. 

The Pitts S-2A Special Aircraft was 
ffrst introduced in 1967, it was a two-seat 
version of the Pitts Special. It was larger, 
had increased power, and aerodynamic 
changes gave the aircraft improved aero¬ 
batic and landing characteristics. The 
different wing sections used on S-2A 
facilitate loops. The ailerons are aerody- 
namically balanced for a higher rate of 
roll at low speeds, and vertical rolls can 
be made with ease. The plane became 
papular in a lot of countries with flying 
enthusiasts. In early 1973, it was also 
.used I 9 the British aerobatics display 
team. 

Bottle of tha technical aspects of the 

3 ft era: 

ng8:,,-. Braced Mplane type, with 
faired Interplane strut each side 
Wing section NACA 


6400 senes on upper wing, 00 series on 
bottom wings. Two spar wooden (spruce) 
structure with fabric covering. Aerody- 
namically balanced ailerons on both up¬ 
per and lower wings. No flaps or tabs. 

Fuselage Welded steel tubes struc¬ 
ture with wooden stringers, covered with 
Dacron fabric except Tor metal top de¬ 
cking 

Tail unit Wire braced welded steel 
tube structure Fued surfaces metal co¬ 
vered; control surfaces fabric covered. 
Trim tab in each elevator. 

Landing gear; Non-retractable tail- 
wheel type Rubber cord shock absorp¬ 
tion Steerable tailwheel. Fairings on 
mam wheels. 

Power plant. One 149 KW(200 hp) 
Lycoming 10-.360-AIA flat four engine, 
driving a Hartzell type HC C2YK-4/ 
C7666A-2 two-blade metal constant 
speed propeller with a spinner. Fuel tank 
in fuselage, immediately aft of fireweil, 
capacity %.5 litres. Refuelling point on 
fuselage upper surface forward of frtmt 
windscreen. Oil capacity 7.5 litres. In¬ 
verted fuel and oil systems standard 

Accommodation- Two seats in tandem, 
cockpits with dual controls Rear cockpit 
can be enclosed by a transparent canopy 
if required Space for 9 kilograms of 
baggage aft of rear coi kpit when flown in 
non-aerobatic category 

System. Electrical system powered by 
12V 40A alternator and non-spiU 12V 
battery. 

Dimensions,. Wing span upper— 
external 6 10mf20ft), 

Wing span lower— 
5.79 m( 19 ft). 

Wing Coni (constant, 
both)—1 02 m(l ft 4 in); 
Length overall—- 
S 41 m(17 ft 9 in), 

Height overall—1 94 mis' 
ft 4Li in) 
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The 

Crash: 

Why? 

C(T WM up there In the iky flvin| 

JLmy pluie and kaepliui ■ watch on 
the red Pitti aircraft which Sanjay 
wai flying. It U not that I waa keepuif 
a watch because he was flying an 
aerobatic aircraft but because it hai 
become a part of our systeat to keep a 
watch on other aircraft mA that wa 
don’t clash. Suddenly, I found that the 
aircraft was taking a stall turn. Then, 

_^ ..._ 1 a 


^eriH»¥'W 


knew it was too ute,” Captain She. 
mim, chief flying instructor of Delhi 
Flying Club told this reporter. “When 
an aifcraft goes into a spin at such a 
low nltituoe and at such speed 
(2S0kxi^>h), it is impossible to save it. 
As soon as it got into a spin and went 
straight down, nose first, I brought n^ 
aircraft down and rushed to the mt 
where the aircraft had crashed. One 
thing I can say. when the aircraft 
came into a spin, it was not a deliber* 
ate manoeuvre. No pilot, no matter 
how ciperlenced, is foolhardy enou^ 
to go into a spin at that low height. 
And Sanjay was very good at flyuig 
and he had excellent knowledge of 
aircraft." 

According to captain Shamim, an 
unknown complication in the controls 
could have caused the spia "Especial¬ 
ly in stalls, it is essential that the 
radar effect should not be there. 
When an aircraft stalls and the radar 
effect enters, an aircraft goes into a 
spin.”Could it have been avoided?” 
Yes, it could have been avoided. A lot 
depends on' the experience one has, 
on how fast one reacts and under¬ 
stands promptly that there is some¬ 
thing wrong with the aucraft. There 
was of course nothing wrong in doing 
aerobatics in the aircraft, ft was de¬ 
signed for it." 

The aircraft Sanjay Gandhi was 
flying was a Pitts S-2A, two-seater, 
duel control, bi-plane. First flown in 
1967, the S-2A is a two-seat version of 
the Pitts Special. It is similar to the 
sinde seat S-1 in basic configuration 
and construction but is slightly larger 
in overall dimensions. The increased 
size and power, coupled with aerody¬ 
namic changes, give the two-seater 




actenstics and make it extremely 
stable in rough air conditions. The 
control responses are good and the 
ailerons are aerodynamically ba- 
lan^ for higher rate of roll at low 
speeds and full vertical rolls can be 
made with very little difficulty. The 
different wing sections used on the 
S-2A provide inverted performance 
equal to conventional flight and facili¬ 
tate outside loops. 

"The problem with a single en¬ 
gined aircraft is that if something 

g oes wrong with the engine, there is 
ttle one can do to save the aircraft,”' 
Air Chief Marshal Ariaa Sinj^ said. 
"Another hazard is that it has the 
24 





«iigbi« riiglit up at front. At the daw of 
a crash it moves in, What killed 
Sanjay, 1 think, was the fact that Uie 
place where Sanjay was sitting was 
telescoped and the weij^t m the 
engine further squashed uie seat. It 
was just bad luck that die angle of the 
aircwt was so steep. If the angle of 
the aircraft had been less steep then 
it could have hit the trees and this 
would have acted as a speed breaker, 
like what happened when Morarji 
Desai’s plane crash landed when he 
Was the Prime Minister. In Sanjay’s 
case the aircraft hit the ground at 
such a steep angle that there was 
nothing to absorb the shock.” 

On how the accident could have 
occurred, Arjan Singh said : ‘‘It is 
most likely that the accident occurred 
because the aircraft went off into a 
spin, unless you have sufficient height 
it is extremely difficult to get out of a 
spin and this is very unUkely in the 
case of a small aircraft like the one 
Sanjay was flying. All this only an 
inquiry can confirm. The other possi* 
bility that it could have been a case 
of a runaway propeller. This happens 



when the propeller sains more spe^ 
than necessary and it becomes in¬ 
effective and this in turn affects the 
aerodynamics. It has been reported 
that the aircraft had been purcha^ 
some time back and had been lying 
around for a number of years. This is 
extremely dangerous. Corrosion sets 
in, sometimes in the controls, some¬ 
times in the engme. Unless it is 
checked very thoroughly, a few slips 
can be made. Maybe someone had 
overiooked something. That is quite 
possible, these things happen." As a 
note of caution, Arjan Sin^ said, "I 
wouldn‘t rule out some slip in declar¬ 
ing the aircraft airworthy. The re¬ 
cords must be examined very careful¬ 
ly. You see, if an aircraft is declared 
airworthy, and it really is, then even in 
a new aircraft it Is possible to do 
aerobatics without any danger." 

Interestingly, there was one point 
on which Captain Shamlm refused to 
comment i Vniy was there no fire 
when the aircraft crashed. The only 
remark he made was ; "It Is very 
atran^e.” 








Has the **Youth 
Congress” been 
orphaned? 


• as ITH Sanjay Gandhi becom- 
^ a / ing the general secretary of 

■/■/ might be called the 

W V Old Congress, the Youth 
— z. —E.—.I Congress, already a fairly 
devalued entity after the heady days of 
the Emergency, lost even more of what 
little status was left. This was logical 
enough. The Youth Congress had been 
boosted into absurd prominence only to 
make it an effective vehicle for Mr 
Sanjay Gandhi; now that Sanjay Gandhi 
was in the main organisation in his own 
right, the Youth Congress’ importance 
was proportionately reduced. Such was 
the lack of interest displayed by every¬ 
one after the Lok Sabha polls, that the 
lYCd) president. Ram Chandra Rath, 
had simply stopped bothering about his 
organisation, leaving the day-to-day 
afuirs in the hands of one of his general 
secretaries, Krishna Vasudeva Panicker. 

It was in December 197S that the 
national council of the Youth Congress 
under the president.ship of Ambika Soni 
took the unprecedented step of “invit¬ 
ing” Sanjay Gandhi to become a member 
of that council. Before that, the Youth 
Congress, particularly under the leader¬ 
ship of Priya Ranjan Das Munshi, had 
smerged as a progressive organisation, 
taking ran in the activities of Moscow- 
oriented international organisations like 
the World Federation of Democratic 
Ifouth, ba^d in Budapest, and coordinai- 
ng its activities with the youth wing of 
he CPT. It had become a reasonably 
mportant springboard for young.Con- 
pressmen aspiring to more powerful 
wights. 

But the advent of Sanjay Ggndhf 
everything. Earlier the youth 
fi^ttvists used to be patronised ^ the 

?« 


elder Partymen Now the elders started 
pampering the youth activists and a 
stage came in which many senior Party- 
men depended on the youth activists to 
give them access to Sanjay Gandhi and 
thereby to Mrs Gandhi. The Youth Con¬ 
gress acquired a more spacious office 
than the parent Party at 10, Janpath and 
whenever any important Congressmen 
from the states came to New Delhi, apart 
from visiting the Prime Minister’s resi¬ 
dence and the AlCC office at 5, Rajendra 
Prasad Road (where it functioned till 
1977), a visit to 10, Janpath became a 
must. 

The defeat of the Congress in 1977 led 
to a split within days of the March, 1977 
results. The then lYC President, Ambijca 
Soni was asked by her erstwhile mentor, 
Dev Kanta Barooah, to step down from 
office soon after March 24, 1977 and the 
reappointment of Priya Ranjan Das Mun¬ 
shi was resented by the Sanjay loyalists, 
who refused to hand over the possession 
of the lYC office to Das Munshi and 
elected one of the general secretaries of 
Soni's team, Janardan Singh Gchlot, as 
their president. This dispute led to two 
parallel Youth Congress bodies function¬ 
ing for some time after the 1977 debacle; 
ultimately the youth wing was suspended 
in the undivided Congress. 

The very fact that a split took place on 
pro-Sunjay and anti-Sanjay lines shows 
that within a short span of 16 months 
during th^e Emergency, Sanjay had man¬ 
aged to build up for himself a band of 
loyalists who were prepared to evn split 
the organisation in order to defend him. 
This band comprised two kinds of people. 
Some were the old Youth Cemj^asmen 
who prelorred Seiriey't l^dership to 
that of either i>n Mun^ Ambilca Soni 


i 
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mr Vayplai^ Ravi (tlw fortnir general 
aecretaryf^ Kerala). The othera ware 
thoaa. ton Delhi’s Jagdiih Tytl^ Ban- 
|al*i Kani^ Nath. UP’i Akbar Ahmad, 
and the like vriio ware totally ■political 
till the advent of Sanjay Gandhi in 
mlitict, who had coma in Initially 'Just 
for the kicks' and stayed on to bMoma 
important leaders of the organitation 
and later MPs and MLAs. 

After the formation of the Conprei* 
■(I), the Youth Congressd) was formed 
under the presidentship of Rem Chendre 
Reth, an MP from Orissa, who had been 
the state tmit chief during the Emergen¬ 
cy (Sanjay had entrusted to him the task 
of destabilising Nandlni Satpathy’s 
ministry). In the new outfit none of the 
former central office-bearers found any 
place, though former general secretaries 
Janardan ^hlot, In^'asain Reddy and 
Ghufran Aram were in the Congressd). 
Only two former stalwarts, Ghulam Nabi 
Asad and Vinod Sharma, who had been 
state presidents under Mrs Semi, found a 
place in the new setup. 

The new setup was a poor cousin of 
the Emergency outfit, confined to one 
small room in theAICCd) headquarters 
at 24, Akbar Road, with no funds of its 
own, depending on the signature of the 
AICC(I) treasurer for its expenses. The 
separate character of the Youth Con¬ 
gress had been lost and Sanjay, while 
utilising the youth wing for mobilising 
support for his activities during the 33 
months out of power and later during the 
elections, did not seem to want to restore 


the old importance of the organisation. 
Even while choosing an organisational 
post for himself barely ten days before 
his death, he preferred to be a general 
secretary of the AICC(I) rather than 
being the Youth Congres^I) chief. The 
imptirtance of the Youth Congress(l) in 
his list of priorities had diminished. 

.With Sanjay Gandhi dead, the IYC(I) 
President, Rath, has shaken off his 
lethargy and has once again started 
taking a keen interest in the day-to-day 
affairs of the organisation. For Rath, 
survival may not ^ a difficult problem. 
After all he won from Orissa even in 
1977. But for those political nobodias 
who had been propped up by Sanjay in 
the past five years, survival will bMome 
a proUem, mainly because of their arro¬ 
gant behaviour with the Party elders. 

Soon after e post-Sanjay meeting of 
the lYC(I) national council, one member 
commented; “Now the politics of man- 
ipulation and unconventional methods is 
over. We wiU now have to go back to the 
kind of politics which existed five yean 
back. Those of us who are used to tiMt 


kind of politics will adjust to the changed 
circumstances. But will the new crop be 
able to do so ?” This indeed is going to be 
the hallmark of the Youth Conipest 
politics from now on. The Sanjay-style 
polities is over and many who wart under 
e cloud in the past few yean have geinad 
a new lease of life. Despite moves by ■ 
section of the Youth Congressmen to 
bring in Maneka (kindhi to fBl., the 
vacuum created by Sanjay Gen^ vit-a^ 
vis the Youth Congressd), It is unUkaiy 
that the Vobth Congress ever get the 
same importance in the Party as ^ring 
the Sanjay lara. - 




The Funeral: 

A last goodbye 


I T took two hours for the 
funeral procession to cover 
the l4-kuometre route from 
1, Akbar Road to Shantiva- 
na, where the last rites of 
Sanjay Gandhi were performed in the 
fading sunlight of the evening. Sixteen 
years back Sanjay Gandhi’s grandfather. 
Pandit Jawaharial Nehru had been cre¬ 
mated at the same site, about 50 yards 
away. 

Hours before the procession reached 
the sprawling Shantivana, thousands of 
people had gathered there. Even minis¬ 
ters and VIPs sat on the ground, waiting, 
as the afternoon sun beat upon them. 
Occasionally, a group of people would 
shout: Jab tak suraj chand rahega, San- 
jay tera naam rahega. At one corner a 
group of newsmen stood huddled under 
the shade of a raised structure which had 
been buUt for photographers A number 
of people were busy putting the fimshmg 
touches on a flower-bedecked platform. 
Five hundred men had worked round the 
clock to get It ready Steel-helmeted 
armed policemen were posted all over. A 
person who was supervising the proceed 
mgs came and informed the Press that 80 
kilograms of pure ghee, one quihtal of 
sandalwood along with seven quintals of 
ordinaiy wood had been ordered for the 


funeral. An air force helict^ter whirred 
overhead. All eyes were turned towards 
the entrance facing Delhi’s Ring Road, 
from where the body would be brought 
in. 

At 6.35 pm, half an hour behind 
schedule, the Shaktiman truck carrying 
Sanjay Gandhi’s body draped in the 
Congress flag and covered with flowers, 
entered Shantivana. Crowds surged for- 
'ward as the pallbearers — Rajiv Gandhi, 
Kamal Nath, C.P.N. Singh, H.S. Siddhu 
and Akbar Ahmed — bniught the body 
down from the truck. Mrs Gandhi walked 
ahead with Maneka and then, holding 
Maneka’s hand, she climbed up to the 
raised platform where the pyre had been 
laid, to take a look at the preparations. 
Cries of Sanjay Gandhi amar rahe rent' 
the air as the body was earned forward. 

After It was carried to the platform, it 
was lowered next to the pyre. Mrs Gan¬ 
dhi and Maneka took a last look at the 
body, touched the ground as a mark of 
respect and climbed down. They sat 
down quietly in the family enclosure 
Some of the others seated there were 
other family members, and friends, in¬ 
cluding Amitabh Bachchan, Nargis Dutt 
and Sunil Dutt Khan Abdul Gaffar Khan 
sat quietly on a wheelchair. Delhi’s 
Police Commissioner, P.S. Bhinder, then 


walM up to the platfonn, saluted the 
body and oime down. 

Rajiv Gandhi performed the last rites. 
While priests chanted am swaha, Rajiv 
placed coconuts and chandan on the 
liody in accordance with the Hindu tradi¬ 
tions. Then logs were placed on the body 
and Rajiv was handed a stick of sandal¬ 
wood. Suddenljr, Mrs Gandhi indicated 
that she had something to say. The 
Congress flag which draped her son’s 
body had to be removed. It could not be 
burnt. The flag was removed and the logs 
were placed back on the body. Upon the 
platfm-m along with Rajiv and the priests 
was Dhirendra Brahmachari, in bis usual 
spotless white dhoti, supervising the pro¬ 
ceedings. As priests chanted the vedic 
mantras, ghee was poured on the pyre 
and the sandalwood stick which Rajiv 
Gandhi was holding was lit. He then 
walked round the pyre seven times, and 
not betraying any emotion, lit it. The 
time was 6.!i0 pm Pieces of sandalwood 
were handed over to friends and rela¬ 
tions. Once the pyre was ht the crowds 
suEged forward, closer to the pyre. The 
Himsy barricade to the north gave way 
and people came rushing in. The police 
even had to resort to a mild lathi charge 
to keep the crowd at bay. 

As the shadows of the evening leng¬ 
thened, the flames leapt towards the sky. 
Sonia Gandhi broke down, crying. Silent 
tears rolled down Maneka’s cheeks. Mbs 
Gandhi sat silent, stoically. 


SAUMITRA BANERJEE 





O ANJAY Gandbi Was extremely cheer- 
Ofui at home m tbe four days precedittf 
his death- according to membra of the 
household staff. Suddenly he had also' 
become very meticulous^ and used- for 
instance, to switch off theligfats, fads and 
' the aircoiiddioner beforeliving a rooiO. 
He did not do much .raid 

spent a Ipt of time nuaidtig «mii his 
favtrurue hobby, fWing. the dewly ac¬ 
quired ^tts aircrait was Ids Hnrourite 
'bird'. Just before the fatdivHonday, he 
,had tatenn. K. Dhawa^MeiMatiattdhi 
and Ohtrendira Brahsvscmn^H' in 
the new aircraft. Seiije/ seemed to be 

-■i .1 :*I*'-.-iv'- 


stiO'-wsis sdine fho^V,i 
teh^'shiet wanted 
, yne docton to sdtch ‘ 

■ -'latod body before f 
'eiia broke doWn on 
t&l eleven on the nUnt 
hardly spoke to suiyone. Shb'n 
Mdative'that night, but coiilil;: 
fdc more than three hours- 



enjoying himsetf^dnei remained serenely 
confident about hH,Hyi(^ dilpabilities. 
On the fateful day Iw w%, sdWmUled; to 
take his brother-in lew, Vjted Anenoao^ 
.|Madhavtao Semdia, MP, for spiltl in his 
aircraft. Madhavrao Scindia, r«$i6rtedly 
ovl^ept and could not reara op time, 
;aAlf',yirei> reached late became, his 
brpidifast was served late and by-the* 
dme Im reached the ^darjung aimirt, 
,$enlay. had taken off witb'-Sbbbash 
..Sakewa. ' M ■ 

r^fcordiijig p iwewttndt^ at the air- 
pon on June 2J, sanjay dnrve his Mata¬ 
dor.y^vgry meticulously ri^t «p to the 
hanpnr gM parked it at ope nde. normal¬ 
ly he' UH^lb tmye hu vehicle anywhere 
>« p fei gi ^l ^^blS^erjfotddpark it at 
s’wSafc^]^ day was an 



eptfogi^ 
was, T 
di»U_ 

10 the cnQb‘ 

-caQi Bhd 
Ifte fha an 
M-Mooeka 
pad reached the' 
body htdi^ 

alib.wai not toWTl ,_ 

IrnMndbi kept'ass«thp[|i; 


'pM the aiimft 
jtpiqhinn Maneka 
'm^jfrs Gandhi 
b* a 

"iHiMSa ^njays 
the' Looia 
I'tnWiimhome 
“ gpMoenu 


in conversdtton and she smnibd tolp 
gathered courage i« feed the shock. 





Varan lay in the living- room of Saitji 
and Maneka, attended to by his ayah.1 
was his father's easuc of attention every 
evening and on dvrjpenihg of June 23, 
while his father tiv.dead in the adjouiihg. 
house, some feiima friends of the fandy 
spent soiilb time with the child. Accord¬ 
ing to one of'ihisdh'Pharote wanted them 
to keep bill taUdng t6 him. The rainneht 
^ere wdt 'h silence. , he started waiKtig. 
the ladim^ therefore, had to humour 
him, as his-father did, till he fell asleep. 

A fdQHO the things Uepeka was wor- 
X&r^'about'igi the nwrning after her 
husband^ deatli was the future of the 
persem^ staff m Saoiay, like his driver, 
Chhaitar Singh and police bodyguard. 
Inspector Jodb Sin^'Those two were 
extremely close, p Sanjay even during 
his days of pplii*rai banishment during 
the Janam-lti^^alriile. While Ghhattar 
Singh had GiMttinuaa in Sanjay's service, 
Joan Siaga~Jwd.bee|. transferred to an 
obscure ompost in a village near the 
Delhi University campus. His proximity 
to Sanjay had cost him a promotion and 
the files for his upuadation were being 
processed when tne untimely demise 
occurred. Chhattar Sin^ had requested 
Sanjay to send him p Mbicow to see tbe 
Olympics and his passport too was ready. 
Cnbaitar Singh will now certainly work 
as a driver either m the PM’s household 
or in the AlCC(I) office. Inspeaor Jodh 
Singh in all prc^lnltty will join the TM's 
security staff 

B arely three daw after his death, 
the nameplate of SanJaViGandhi was 
removed from the door of his room in the 
AlCCff) office ax^M, Akbra Road, ^e 
nm« nameplate faidG. KuWaiah gtoopa- 
nar, the Moeral Sbeeretaty of the Al& 
C(!) from Tamil Nadu, the room allotted.' 
to Satijpy, when he bebs^ the general 
seCTMlry, Was previou# occupied by . 
. Abdul Rahman Aatuihy when he Was an 
' ^ffeebear^- Da the morning of June 26, 
the day of Seniay’f cheuthatne new 
nameplaie went.up. This made one 
Youdi Congfi^ (t) .activist comment that 
attempts were being made to erase the 
traces Of Sanjay Gandhi from the organ¬ 
isation even before the embers of his 
funeral pyre had beep eatinRoished. 

T> .X.p}fAWAIi was in complete com- 
J^uaand of the situation at 1, Akbar 
Road soon after the death, of Sanjay 
Gandhi. His men, most of whom were not 
liked by .Sanjay, took charge of die room 
where the body was to be kept Hie moit 
notable among them was X. L. l^tia, In 
autnmobile (tealer, who regulated the - 
Row of people into the raoih. Another 
Dhawao protege, Raj Kumar Kapoor, wMi.'' 
seen controUiiig the diatrihudon ^ pas¬ 
ses for the Sioinivaaa ceremony the next 


ShhRi), ' 

na when pren^ted And, 

aieng with RaWiimSpiXi eniklXhinn- 
dra Brahraacrnm^ telfbe fo Rti fita 
after Rajiv Gandhi- The d» after the 
funeral a ^oup q( Youth Congrem (D 
men met Kamai Nath with a pcoposat for 
taking an urn contaming Sanjay’s ashes ‘ 
to their stares. *( will talk to the Chief 
Ministers,” was Kamai Nath's confident 
reply. 

While Kamai Nath made a brave . 
attempt to show that nothing had 
changed for him as far as the power 
structure went, Jagdish Tytler was re¬ 
portedly shaky. But Congress (1) leaders 
discount the possibility of Tytler being , 
immediately removed from his vantage, 
position at I, Akbar Road (where he has' ■* 
beetrsitting in the mornings to handle 
the petitions brought to the PM). They 
pint out that wfcilfe Tytler’s arrogant 
behaviour in the pst will induce his 
opponents in Delhi, like the PCC(1) Presi¬ 
dent Her Kishan Lai Bbagat to tty and 
dislodge him, Mrs Gandhi wbdd not IBie 
CO remove someoim from her stoH who 
was closely identified with Sanjay. 
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T ltE Deilii-Pr?ile$h CoAgr«ss {I) Com> 
idlnce had not or^nim any rallies 
since the Januarr victoiy. When Sanja^ 
was appointed the AICC(l) general sec- 
reury, H. K. L. Bhagat went to him and 
susaaated that the Pradesh unit should 
holq a rally to celebrate the appatmt'*, 
tnent But San jay did not seem enthuiii8» 
tic. The lirst Mst-poli public meetinh of 
the DPCCd), miiucally, was held witnin 
t^ days of Saajay^ r«usal-^o cttodole 
his death. 

QANJAY had devoted a lot of his time 
Oto husineiHi during the days when he 
was but of phstor. Mmuti Limited bad to 
be woinid up because the creditors of the 









Compaq, 

'' friendSittarBuii.wnhm huMm'oia 
der if it was an inspired tict ip 
possible nMionalisathMil iud'soiigbt 
settlement of all (bejii''duet add ihe . ^ 
inability of the comps^ to do so ted" ' 
them to move the Pnajao and Haryana . 
High Conn for liquidftlionpf the onn^ >; 
pany (the cate is stdl pcndlhj^. {ianjt^o 
main business dcalin||B done By 
other company, the Manui Tecbidqfil ' , 
Services Limited, wfakdi he renamed toe . v 
Rajdhani Oneral Traders Ltnuted duir- . ' 
ing the Janata raj and- continue Ids' .<• 
business from a fddi floor office.of dto"'' 
Nirmal Towers on Barakhamba Bnad. '■ 
The company later shifted to Padndhi 
Towers in the Kajendra Place comhlht'- 
oal coqiplex near Karalbagh in laest ] 
Delhi. Wnile at Nirmal Towen, Sanjay J 
used to ignore the itft and dimb up the s 
stairs at a fast pace. Re Osed to literally a 
run w the stairs. He would Keep physic- o 
aUy nt with regular yoga; n 

/ANCE a Youth Coopwn tl) activist c 
V/polnted out to Saa^y gt his Nimal t 
Towers office that it wtt perhap.s not s^fe ' 
for him (SanJayj to neOf peopm alone in 1 
the oHicOv (men some visitors, in needts • 

even greater privacy, used to boh the s 
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opmtofcs. -M' 

obsM^ 

Mil k^TJLDBUL _< 


’^Bre you afraid of death ?" Sanjay 
-iiUced. 

^Are'nt you ?" the VC^l) man nfdied. 
**£ you go around in ufe with fiar of 
anythhig, then you are already deaH And 
dearii can only lome to mu once. So why 
art you afraid said SaniM. The 
vnraadon took place In 1977. ' 

- CANJAYwas a tcetoteUer and thpmdi 
a.fmanc like Mntaril Qnak did 


«hed',ht the'-h^w 
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oonidence smginih.ei Sanln^flim 
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7H£ POUT OP 
MASS ILIA , 
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I MUST f IND A BOAT TO TAKE 
US TO CORSICA. I HAVE 
FRIENDS IN MASSILIA. 
WHO'LL HELP ME, BUT 
I'D BETTER 0O ON MY 



VIS'LL meet here in 
AN HOURS TIME, hold 
THIS DOG FOR ME, I'M 
RATHER TIRED. 
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THIS SAUSAQG 
■\ BA:n@3 sack 
) MewoBies OP 
• N^ive land/ 

SOPR6SH YOU CAN 
ALMOST HBAA 
IT SRAYlNS. 
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IT WON'T Be EASY. THE 
ROMANS ARB WATCHlNS THE 
PORT. BUT I'VE SOT SOME 
SAIUORS IN THERE WHO SEEM 
TO BE pretty coot 
CUSTOMERS. COME ON. 
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THE PRICE IS 
RISHT, BUT THEY'U 
I NEED GOLD 
I FOR SHIP¬ 
BOARD 
ETLPBNSeS 












WELL, THAT'S FIXED, 
we CMBARK TONISHT. 
COME ON, 1 KNOW SOME 

where we CA.^l 
have a siesta 
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iARRSH HARRSH HARRSH/^ 
PASSENGBRS, WITH LOTS OP 


'^0 TEMPORA, 
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GOLD. ONCe AT SEA, WE’U ClfiAN V" '“O'^SS / 

them out ano make them 
walk the plank, no mqrb WE^^'' 
aCARDlNG SHIPS POR 
US, vve'RE SOiNS IN FOR .a 

OVBRBOARCMNO / >«■ 


and 

MORB '8 THE 
WORD. 
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Rebel who was 
Head of State 


Nation bids goodbye to Giri 


H ygiene in the slums was a new 
interest of former President VV 
Giri who died in Madras on June 24 at 
the advanced age of 85. TUI his last days, 
he visited the worst slums in the aty 
along with doctors and social workers 
and drew elaborate but realistic plans for, 
keeping them clean. Unfortunately, the 
Coloration of Madras never took him 
seriously. “When I was the Governor of 
ICamataka, I took special mterest in the 
aty markets in Bangalore and at my 
beiiest they were kept thorou^y dean. 
But here things do not seem to oe moving 
fast," the late Gin had told me once. In 
trying to help the slum dwellers set up a 
new political Party: The Indian Labour 
Party (which never really took off), Giri 
•was trying to recaptiue the spirit of his 
twenues when he joined his college- 
mates in Dublin to fi^t the British. And 
back in India he was noticed as an 


‘extremist’ in Gandhiji’s satyagrahas and 
soon started building up unions for raU- 
waymen throughout the country. 

*^7 father did not want an elaborate 
funeral He wanted us to spend more 
money on charitable purposes," said his 
son Shankar Giri, the eldest among Gin’s 
11 children. But then a former President 
cannot be buned or cremated just like 
that. So as Shankar Gin lit the funeral 
pyre 14 armymen fired three volleys in 
succession and bugles sounded the last 
post. He was buned with full mUitary 
honours. 

Mr Zail Singh, Union Home Minister 
and R Venkataraman, Union Finance 
Minister represented the central govern¬ 
ment. A section of the crowd near the 
crematorium could not help gettmg ex¬ 
cited when MGR and his political oppo¬ 
nent M Karunanidhi drove together in 



MGR’s car in the funeral precession. As 
the car neared the cremation ground 
there was a traffic jam and crowds which 
lined the nkrrow roads cheered both 
MGR and Karunanidhi as they stepped 
out of the car. MGR placed the wreath 
first and then was followed 1» Karuna¬ 
nidhi who stood by the side^of MGR for 
quite some time. 


Bom in Behrampur, now in •Orissa. 
V.V. Giri became fascinated by radical 
politics while studying in Ireland. He 
jomed the Anarchical Society, a wing of 
radical Indian students who wo collabo¬ 
rated with the Irish radicals. After re¬ 
turning to India, he joined Gandhiji but 
within the fold he was known for his 
militant attitude. After serving a three- 
month jail term (for picketing a liquor 
shop). Gin became active in organising 
trade unions for railway workers. 


In 1937, he was chosen by the Con- 

r ess to fight the powerful Raja of Bobbi- 
foT a seat in the Madras Legislative 
Assembly Giri, the dauntless fighter, 
was not humbled when Bobbili’s follow¬ 
ers staged an impressive elephant pro¬ 
cession and tried to heckle Nehru. “I 
chased the hecklers with my walking 
stick. They were shocked. How can a man 
have courage to brandish a walking stick 
at the minions of the powerful Raja of 
Bobbili, they wonder^," he used to 
recall. Thou^ he became a Minister in 
Rajaji’s Cabmet in the late Thirties, hp 
resigned government posts in the wake 
of the ()uit India movement and courted 
arrest He remained a dissident even in 
Nehru’s first Cabinet. He resigned in 
protest against the modification of an 
award of an industrial tribunal in a 
dispute between banks and their em- 

g loyees A few years later, he became the 
[i^ Commissioner m the then Ceylon 
and subsequently Governor UP, Kera¬ 
la and Karnataka. He was the Vice 
President dqring Zakir Hussain’s Pres¬ 
idency, which paved the way for the 
bitter Presidential battle. in 1968-69 
when with the help of Mrs Gandhi, the 
Communists and the DMK, he defeated 
Sanjeeva Reddy. 


Though he owned a sprawling house 
m Jayanagar, Bangalore, Giri prmerred 
to live in Madras. “1 want to oe in the 
centre of life and Madras happens to be 
the nerve centre of south ln(lu^" he had 
casually mentioned once. He never pack¬ 
ed visitors and friends in the city: occa¬ 
sionally joumsdists called on him, and 
though they sometimes found him boring 
and meandering, tiiey could not help 
admiring his energy‘and enthusiasm. 


That he was not lacking in zeal is 
proved by this oft-told tale. When he 
.stood for re-election to the Presidency, 
there were several people who' dis¬ 
approved of his candidature because 
they felt that he was too old and like 
other President.s who had died in har¬ 
ness, he might not be able to complete 
his term m oHice. To this, Mr driV only 
reply was a characteristicr fTnboil'who 
think I’m too old deserve the benefit of 
my fist". 

AUtHUa \ 



Murderer without motive 


A mystery of many 'm's 

T his murder most macabre is ridtOed 
with manv maddening alliterations. 
M is fmr murcter, it also stands for Manu- 
eL the alleged murderer, for Martha^ his 
mistress, for Marian the cuckolded hus¬ 
band, for May when it took place, in the 
midst of mango trees. And Marian is in 
Muscat where he is the valet of the 
Sultan. 

The murdered woman was Cristalina 
D’Sousa, 65 : a aod-feaniw woman as 
neighbours describe her. When Marian, 
her son, left for Muscat she had advised 
him to take Martha, his vpung wife with 
him. That was in 1975 when Martha was 
only 23 years old. Hie marriage had been 
the culmination of a love mair which 
had run its meandering course in the 
uncarpeted and rough floors of the base¬ 
ment of the Ashoka Hotel, New Delhi. 
Martha was a junior private secretary in 
the hotel while Marian was a waiter And 
they were both Goans. 

- Cristalina was murdered on May 23, 
between 9.15 and 10.30 pm. in her 
tour-roomed medium-sized house in Mon- 
teiro waddo, in Anjuna, a furlong or two 
from Joe Bananas, a maverick haven 
where freaks warm their hearts on a joint 
of "shit”. She was found dead, among 
others by Martha herself, in the early 
hours of the next morning at around 3.30 
am. She had her dentures in her left 
hand and was lying on her back in a pool' 
of blood with a towel by her side. For 
some strange reason, the police did not 
photograph the body but Dr J.M.Sharma. 
a forensic expert, was called to the site of 
the occurance. 

A week hence, would have been a 
family reunion and Marian was due to 
return from Muscat. Cnstahna might 
then have told him that she had caught 
Martha and Manuel, a drifter, copulating 
in the night m her, so far, virtuous house. 
As Maridia recaU$ the incidents and 
recounts them to me with impressive 
calmness, her mother-in-law had not said 
a word. Naturally Martha though she was 
such a darling. "My heart will not allow 
me to think iu of my mother-in-law who 
was such a ‘friend’”. 

1 met 25-year-old Manuel presently in 
police custody in a room niecially pre- 

S ' Iw the police for such a meeting, 
ellow shirt is blood-stained. The 
is from his lower jaw, he explains, 
when "someone” had punched him on his 
face and broken four of his teeth. Later- 
,on invpstigation, I find out that a CID 
man had done the damage to his jaw. 
Manuel had no permanent job having 
stu^d only upto Standard five. For a 
while he had been the conductor pf a 
privately owned air-conditioiied inter¬ 
state bus. He also worked, for no fixed 
remuneration at the "canteen”, a small 
MtiM ptece run ^ Martha’s sister-in- 
law, for those who ftequented the beadi 
betw^n September and March. Martha 
and Manuel often washed tlw 
together in the kitchen of tlM ''eanteen” 
and one thing leading to another oftmi 
ended in bef wbrnnSe old vtoman ^ 
the chUdren were adrmdy fast adeep. 
Reminiscing the Incident, Msi^ fUf 
tm that it was "an infatuation* lonte on 
Maauers part i|«n hen. {Am W iyr i 


must believe her for she is not, nor ever 
was, sex starved. "I’m not that type”, she 
says with an air of finality. 

Manuel, more down to earth, pre¬ 
sumes he is irresistible. He says he did 
"it" as often as he was asked to. He 
claims, that in the brief three month 
affair (beginning last December) Mardia 
became pregnant. She was subsequmtly 
aborted ui April, at her own expense at 
Dr (Mrs) Naik’s hospital at Vfapusa, 
where Manuel posed as her husband. 
Police confirm this deuil but when 
Martha is questioned, her response is one 
of shock at the "unwarranted conclu¬ 
sion” in a ^ically Roman CathpUc atti¬ 
tude drawing the line between “friend¬ 
ship”, her euphemism for adultery and 
“conception”, a clean word for pregnan¬ 
cy She assured me she is “clean . 

M ANUEL’S version, which he repe¬ 
ated thrice for me is that Mardia 
had asked him to get rid of Cristalina, 
because the mother-in-law "harrassed” 
her. He s^s he was told to kill with 
kindness. Speaking to me in Konkkni, 
because he does not speak English, he 
says that he had been specifically told by 
Martha not to use any weapon be it a 
knife or a stick or a stone. And so, on that 
night when there was no one in the house 
he cornered the old woman near a door 
by the lavatory where she had just had a 
bath, gave her a blow on the face, when 
the dentures fell out. As she was falling 
he kicked her on the head, then on the 
ribs This, for him was “kindness” 
enough. He had not used any weapon. 
The postmortem examination uaces the 
cause of death as head mjunes. It also 
accounts for two broken ribs. 

Cristalina had collapsed on the 
ground when Manuel left her. He went to 
his own house, had a bath and wore 
clothes— he had only his underwea on 

MdnueJ, the alleged murderer 



wfami he killed Cristalina. And, then he 
went to Mapusa, the taluk town, for a 
konkani p%, where inetdemany, he 
found Martha with her in4aws. After the 
play, he came back alone. All had seen 
him at the play. Was hebuUdingan aliU? 
Martha and hm group came nmne and 
stumbled on Cristalina’s dead body, near 
,ihe lavatory, after having looked for her 
in hn romn. They also found that the 
children, two of Btartha’s aged five'and 
three, and one of the eldest sisters-in- 
law, on a holiday in Goa, aged 4, were not 
at home. Apparently, the children had 
got up at ab^t 1.30 a on., found no one at 
home, and, in panic, walked about a 
quarter of a kilometer to an aunt's bouse 
iwbcre they knew that the family had 
gone for a play and would not be 
until, at least 3.30 a.m. They put the 
children to sleep, mildly amused at their 
adventurism. 

Police were timied off by neighbours 
about Martha’s affair with ManueL Not 
that any one had any particular reason to 
suspect him. But the incident, if nothing 
else, gave the villagers a chance to vent 
their spleen, and uK it be known that 
they had been aware aU this tune of the 
adulterous goings-on. Manuel made a 
“clean” breast of it inunediately. In faa, 
higher police officers feel that the CID 
investigator need not have bnAen his 
teeth to extract the confession. 

From huidsigbt, Martha regrets that 
she “kept ithe affair) to herself”. When 
on that night Manuel had come to see her 
be had insisted that she stay home and 

S 've up the idea of going for the play. On 
ling rebuffed, he bad torn her rari a bit, 
and “Hung a feeding bottle” at her head. 
He then Kid under the bed. 

‘Whv didn’t she tell us about him?’ 
her eldest sister-in-law, a pitiably kind 
and pale w.oman asks.with hqr hands 
folded. For some, obscure reason, the 
motive -of the crime is yet to be firmly 
established. Manuel sought Cristalina 
and just killed her. 

Manuel, Martha said lato’, had taken 
her jewellery and mmey. The jeweUery 
could be wordi over Rs.W,000> She said 
she bad been preasing to return the 
money or at lout die gold, until he 
admitted he had sidd the ^d. Even 
then, only last month, she gave him 
another IU.400. "Infatuation”, she sighs 
by wav of explanation. It was Manuel 
who Otways went to the Post Office to 
collect Marian’s letters and drafts to his 
wife Martha, and then, he escorted 
Martha 'to dm beak to deposit them. 
Martha had baan pressing Manuel to 
retun the jaweHesy as Marian was due 
to retun any day. 

Aa for bar "fnendship”, sha ta&s me 
dm had idanned to tell her husband 
"evarythhig" leaving it to him to do what 
he liked nWhich co^ he what?” I 
a s hed. And she teQs aw diet she would 
ask hte to take her to the Sultan's palace 
la Muscat, or leave her in the Anjtuia 
hhMPki haraa. "Now of course”, she sulks, 
*^ev«iydilai went wroag”. 

Dmatf Superiateadent of Police, 
Vamoidmr, whoit iavesdgadag the case, 
does aot dd^ ha will arrest Martha. Not 

e t now, la amr case- He is satisfied, so 
, that dwre u no element of collusion 
or copspiracy betweeii Martha and 
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TKe secret behind the 


well-dressed woman 


Usha $traamtined« 


The machine with patch-o matic and drop feed 


mechaniams for easy darninp embroidery and appliciue 


A special decorated, chrome plated dial type stitch 
regulator lever with lock arranoemant 


A built in light over the stitching area 


An open type shuttle race for quipk and easy 


A hmge type slide plate for easy bobbin removal 


A five year guarantee 


Manufactured in an integrated factory one of 

Asia s largest 


rvice from an ail India rietwork of dealers 


Also available in easy 


instalment plans 
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nfff ]bih 4 iri 9 Mf It liiii tliiMM 

hiU md on hat tfium h|M i* Had 
CritudlM dud, WIN HrML fhi 
pTMMd ahocir liid gnrlM It wm 


__idd 

wu inr aonMl mi' 

PoUmIiGmivi 
dmu. Onv 1*^ < 

Court oequittM • 
whit PoUeaJiid dwu 
•hut ciM. llMsr.lHid found i 
jmiof woMia dold Ja kor 
•ttSSlod tar - 

throit Muttod 
—i«i latorcouno Juit 
ZSdMSt Of UquOT. Bor huabud who 
bad auppoaodly eoao to (Joi from Nag- 


■an aaau » aar ooiai room, 
bv bar "douatta* »»«< bar 
fWd w& ^ bS 

ircourM but boforo bar daatb 



daiMtid amkb nra^ bappaw in Goa, 
roUet did DM go asp furtbar than tba. 
^oaafoMdoB* ia gatbodag oddaaca for 
tba triaL Aad m Judga riiduly Mid 
tbMo jmu 80 caao baauM eoafoMloa i« 
ao andonea. Uaaud'a eoitfwdoa aoadi 
eorrobmtioa. Aad tflrtbi only baa 
moMorloB of adultory to go by ”Raad aw 
RatsBMnt*, dM MigipMtaa toma, *Wbka 
nau tatto light iypad pagat”. 

MARIO CABRAL o SA, Panajl 


Star tantrums 


Bitter fight off screen 


F ilm producetH have had enough. To 
make their films, hundreds of them 
have been mortgaging their possessions 
.iiui borrowing heavily from distributors,, 
only to be .sorely disappointed. The 
luason: their leading stars abandon them 
becjtise thcv do not see eyv to eye with 
them Take iin example. T Kazdan pro- 
(Inter of the incomplete film UJfJt i.s'said 
to liiive sued his hero for Ks l,2U,.S0,(nX} 
tor “lefiising to reixirt for shooting and 
I'oopeiale in the lompletion of his pic- 
line.. and inlerfeiing with all .stiiges of 
piodtitiion*’ While fighting his case very 
soon in the Hombay High Couct he wifi 
have the silent sympuihv of the affected 
niodiitets and the distribuiois. Only si¬ 
lent. howevei . many of them are already 
let using to suppoit him for fear of 
ottending oihei'stars, who are ultimately 
their oniv assets 


It IS ag.iinsi this background of the 
coinmeicial film industry that the entire 
SOI did epismie needs to be looked at. In 
197.), 1', Ruzdan decided to film a Hindi 
version of the Tamil hit Iru Malargal and 
signed Waheeda Rahman and Saohna in 
the female roles. Raj Kumar was given 
the role of the hero which in the ordinal 
Tamil version was played by Sivaji Gane- 
san. Razdan wrote about how readily the 
stars signed for the film in his letter to 
the All India Film Producers Council 
(AIFPC) "Alt the three artists liked their 
respective roles and i still remember Raj 
Kumar, sitting (n the Cine Mini Theatre 
(where a spedal licreening of the Tamil 
movie was held) admiring and appreclaL 
ing the tremendous emotional impact of 
the story end its players,.. 1 signed him in 
just three hours — soon after the show 
WU over." 

RruuraeMy the 'tremendous emotion¬ 
al impact* did not last very Iona. Si»n 
after the shooting had started, in Sep- 
*?? j t®73, the hero, it appears, de¬ 
video on an arbitrary change in the 
location. Razoan't letter to the 
AIFK reports that "Aiterabout five 
montM of iprcad siitnca (the last indoor 
shooting of Wat. 1 had done in the 
month of A«fn 19731, | gaiherod tfiy 



Kumar nnw ma.M pUi 

KaibMbr' or AMgl. 

dou Boeauad Kai 



the Mme ia 
) (|Mt story 
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at all; the hapless producer complied and 
agreed to shoot in Srinagaf. He arranged 
a stint with a 70-member crew from 
October 3, 1973. Reportedly, all the 
actors confirmed their availability. 
Waheeda Rahman and Sadhna arrived 
on time. Raj Kumar, despite having 
given dates for the shooting, it seem.s, 
refused to cooperate with the producer 
and kept stalling. Finally he agreed when 
told that the entire shooting would have 
to be canceiled if they did not leave by 
the 15th of the month Describing the 
subsequent events, Razdan says; "I came 
back home, picked up my luggage, took a 
taxi and proceeded to the airport. The 
jumbo plane was to leave for Delhi at 
9.15 pm. Rai Kumar arrived by 8 15 pm 
along with his baggage and golf kit. I 
went to the counter, took three seat cards 
and returned to the lounge to find ,tha{ 
Mr Raj Kumar had left,.. 1 cried and 
shouted. I was almost a dead man (emph¬ 
asis Razdan’s) till Mr Raj Kumar 
appeared once again..” 

The end was yet to come At Delhi, 
comfortably ensconced at the Ashcka 
Hotel, Raj Kumar had apparently de¬ 
cided that he would not go to Srin^ar 
after all. He never did, finally. The 
shooting was cancelled and presumably a. 

a enraged Waheeda Rahman and 
na returned to Bombay, after having 
virtually wasted a fortnight without 
work. In February 1974, the AIFPC put u 
formal ban on Raj Kumar, stating that 
none of the member producers would 
sign the actor until some .sot t of clai ifiL.i- 
tion had come from him He met them, 
agreed to reform and finally shook hands 
with Razdan. Raj Kumar, when 1 tried to 
reach, was unavailable for hi.s version. 

In early 1977 Raj Kumar appears to 
have obtained a sum of Rs two lakhs on 
his personal guarantee to complete the 
film. At this point, it seems, that he hud 
taken over the film. While Mr Razdan 
refused to comment on the matter, which 
was Sub judice, it was gathered that soon 
after the procurdment of the loan Raz* 
dan's director end cameraman were 
fired. An arrangement was made with 
KalyanJi-AnandjI to insert a Mng for Raj 
Kumar, a song that was pravihusly not 
there. Soon efter, Rai Kumar is reported 
to have sent the following demands to 
Hudan; that tha negative of the fOm be 
trensferrad to his name; that ha get SO 
per cent of the axtra covaraga of tin film 
Ml Ite ceaiplation; and that ha be allowed, 
tmdlrtM. write and edit the movie. 

It ia rtported that not long after this 
iMiiode. Kudan went to court. The first 
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case seems to liave been--A crimtn»l 
complaint by the dirtctor« raouMdRi 
Raj Kumar to mafee an acbount of the Rt 
48,000 that was outstanding from the Rs 
two lakhs that he had obtained for the 
dilm. This was perhaps the fvst time that 
an actor was issued a iion>baUable war¬ 
rant. It appears that* the magistrate 
asked the Worli police stgflon to have 

' ' i • 


him arrested imh»diately. While that 
complaint was beiiig heard hi the Espla- 
nam (^rt in Bombay, Razdan reported¬ 
ly filed a suit feriiTaparable damages to 
his film and career. Raj Kumar was once 
again unavailable for comments. 

ASHISH ftAJACkYAKSHA, 
Bombay 


advas the police are believed to have 
freed three dachlts who were in. police 
custody and who were apparently eyewin 
nesses to the death. Police also raided 
DuUi’s village, Kefcrti, to apprehend 
mm who were speahing out against the 
police about the death. 

lha incident would not JiaVa been 
known ebout had it not been rmrtcd in 
•the national newspsperi. The first reac¬ 
tion of the govemment was to issue a 
Press-note denying the whole incident 
end terming it ‘‘incorract, misleading' 
and exaMemted." But the adviser to the 
Governor, S.L Khurana. intervened end 
ordered the immediate suspension of the, 
Station House Officer as well as an . 
Assistant Sub-lnsMCtor ci Bari eoUca* 
station. But by that time not only the 
■young girls but many others had already 
paid a hij^ price to the police. 

/ i 1 

At if this Was not enough, in anothar 
incident the Bordet; Security Force (BSF> 
also committed rape. On May 12, the BSP 
eiTcsted a Bangladeshi couple and thair 
young daughter who were trying to cross 
into Pakistan from Rajasthan. According 
to Sonali Mahmood, two jawans of the 
BSF are supposed to have raped his wife, 
Noor jehan, while Conductiim e search on 
her body. A government Ptess release 
confirmed this incident 

MliAP CHAND DANDIYA,Jaipur 


Beat^n, hounded, killed 

UnIformBd hen spnad tBrror 

R AJWATI and Trivani ara two pretty 
young sisters in their early twantias. 

Both were married te two brothers, 

Ramu and Vi jay around a year and a half 
ago. Their father-in-iaw, Meuvtshya, is a 
washerman of the Rajasthan Armed Con¬ 
stabulary ^AC) stationed in Dholpur, on 
the UP-MP border. The area is dacoit- 
infested and a large contingent of the 
RAC is stationed in the sub^yision. The 
RAC constables used to visit the resi¬ 
dence of Mauvishya ouite often ostens¬ 
ibly, to get their clothes washed. 

Life became miserable for the girls 
after marriage. The constables pestered 
the women to submit to their lust. In fact, 
the in-laws even forced them to give in 
for fear of the uniformed men. The young 
wives, however, decided to put up resist¬ 
ance and applied for divorce 'only after 
leaving their father-in-law’s house. This 
angered the RAC men and they forced 
Vijay and Ramu to lodge a complaint 
that their wives had been abducted at 
the Bari police station. The complaint 
was lodged against six dose relatives 
among whom were the girls’ brother 
Ratna and maternal uncles, Dulii and 
Babu. Vijay and Ramu also complained 
that those who had kidnapped their 
wives had alsd taken away valuables 
from the girls. 

Suspecting the policemen’s motives, 
all the six accused in the kidnapping case 
applied for anticipatory bail to the Addi¬ 
tional District and Sessions* Judge, Ohol- 
pur. The bails were granted. This, howev¬ 
er, did not deter the police from teaching* 
a lesson to the "culprits” who had dared 
to hide the young women. Ratna, Babu 
and Dulli were called to the police sta-. 
tion and detained illegally for two days. 

During this period the accused were 
subjected to tortures. DuUi finally suc¬ 
cumbed to the injuries be raceired while 
in police custody. The three-doctor joint 
medical board Wat performed the auto¬ 
psy on DuUl eoitf irmed that he had died 
due to iBteniat'hyuriea in his'chest, 

ImmediaWiy ai^ Dulll's d9kh*^the 
police I'aleasM Rafna and Babu wno ran 
out of the police stathm screaming, 
trying to etn-act attihitfon of the people. 

A few people frtwp e large ciri^d whtch^ 

Vicidaiitalhr were stsi^iag e diherna close ' 
at hand against the^shorlaie ci dhwel' 
want,torpor 
vmether Rateae 

truth. Inlti^, tl 
the death. Twir u, 

PuUiwaewduilit 
the'mean titoieraf. 
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up's opium traffickers 


Who 



motor bikei with guns <iiung on their 
shoulders Almost every pucta house has 
either a leep or a car parked on us 
premises 

For anyone who wants to dominate 
the international smuggling scene, 
opium IS nothing less than a trump card 
Deals among the smugglers take place in 
terms of opium as it is used in place ot 
cash The moment the dru^ reaches the 
king pins.money staits flowing in Gener 
ally the opium is purchased by the smug 
^ers at the rates of Rs 300 to Rs 400 per 
kg, but the price starts rising as soon as it 
reaches the opium dealers in Lucknow 
where it sells at Rs 1,000 per kg It goes 
up further when it leaves Lucknow in 
Bombay it is Rs 4,000 per kg The mo 
ment the consignment crosses Indian 
territory the price rockets anywhere be 
tween Rs 7,000 and Rs 10,000 per kg 

The smugglers face no problem in 
managing the drug in huge bulks from 


Police team with the two men (squatting on baunchesj who were arrested tor 
allegedly tmuggbng over 100 kg of opium The squares mark the two Customs 
officials who (bed in the acciden t the next day 

G old is freely available in Bara 
Banki, a small and backward district 
of Uttar Pradesh, around 30kms from 
Lucknow But this gold is black, because 
that IS how opium is commonly known 
among international smugglers Recently 
a team of the narcotics department 
arrested two Sikhs of Amritsar including 
an ex Army official on their way to 
Kanpur from Lucknow in a jeep The 
officials seized 100 kgs of contraband 
opium negtly wrapped m polythene bags, 
hidden inside the vehicle They revealed 
their modus operrandi of how they oper 
ate from their base at Bara Baiiki The 
very next day the officials, chasing some 
more members of the gang in a car, 
apparently met with an accident Two of 
the officials died pn the spot The car 
carrymg the smugglers dashed against a 
tree However, they finally escaped from 
the scene. What looked like an accident 
was probably a premeditated plan by the 
opium smu^ers to do away with the 
onicial team which had arrested two of 
their men the day before 

Every fourth person in Bara Banki is 
allegedly involved in the smuggling of 
“black gold”. Over 80,000 kgs of the 
narcouc, worth Rs eight crores is smug 
gM out of this remote region every year 
The smugglers , most of them interna 
tionally well-known^ are believed to be 
dealing in opium with their operational 
base m the state capital, Lucknow Bara 
Mnki district claims of producing 30 to 
40 per cent of the total production of 
h>gn 9**"*^y opium in the state. The 
inhabitants of the district are largely 
J^P«ndent on poppy cultivation for their 
livelihood. Nearly 6,OOB hectares of land 
spread out m 900 vdlages are used for its 
cultivation. According to the narcotics 
department the region has 45 per cent of 
the total licensing for poppy estivation. 

A trip to two of the interior milages, 

Tert and Tikra about 35 kms off the main 
town reveal, certain glaring facts. New 
multi-stoned buildings and influx of b gk t 
vehicles have ^ven the villages an 
affluent tpok. The arrogant youngsters 
are .fnquendjr seen gmg aroimd on 


the farmers who are lured to sell the stuff 
illegally to the opium hawks On an 
average an opium producer sells over 40 
per cent of his yield to the smugglers 
Normally one hectare of land at Bara 
Banki produces between 40 to 60 kgs of 
opium The government buys the drug at 
rates of Rs 120 and Rs 220 per kg from 
the farmers while the smugglers offer 
twice or thnee the amount for the same 
quantity Unfortunately the narcotics de¬ 
partment which procures opium from the 
farmers do not have any method to verify 
the amount actually produced The 
reason during harvesting the fields are 
not warded as it is done normally in 
Madhya Pradesh and Rajasthan The 
fanners conceal a major share of the 
production at the time when the cheera 
starts oozing out from the poppy flowers^ 
The poppy smugglers are a fairly 
well-knit organisation with a highly 
sophisticated mode of operation The 
racketeers have their own tailors for 
making special suits used for opium 
peddhns They also stitch burqas which 
are used for similar purpose With these 
specially manufactured garments the 
peddlers can easily carry 20 to 25 kgs or 
opium from the fields to their secret! 
godowns m Bara Bank 

They have also fixed up 500 local 
agents including women who peddle 
small quantity in the district ana store 
the rest in secret godowns which are 
mini factories for processing the drug. 
1 he processing done, the opium is pack¬ 
ed in small polythene bags not weiring 
more than 500 gms each and is handed 
over to the smugglers They travel by 
road and throughout the journey are 
escorted by armed men Unless a huge 
bulk IS collected, the drw continues to 
be stoied in big cities Finally,when a 
considerable quantity is collected, it 
changes hands on die Indian border or on 
the docks This takes place once or twice 
a year when the opium is smuggled out of 
the country The Narcotics Department is 
aware of the activities of these gangs and 
also their operational bases wi far the 
Departrment and the poljce have suc¬ 
ceeded in arresting oiuy a handful of 
them red handed 

DILIP K. AWASTHI, Bara Banki. 
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, Healthcare: ,, 
do we care enough? 
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On the medicines front 
the high capability 
developed by our 
pharmaceutical 
induttry it ahsckled 
by the new drug 
policy (1978) which 
has started yielding 
negative results, 
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Health cere for all by 2000 AO 
is the goal sat by our country—as a 
signatory to the Alma-Ata daclara- 
tion made by the International Con¬ 
ference on Primary Health Care 
jointly sponsored by -the World 
Health (Organisation and yNICEF. 

Health care means a host of 
things; sanitation, hygienic living 
conditions, clean drinking water, 
hospitals, health centres, develop¬ 
ment of medical and paramedical 
personnel... snd medicines 

On all these fronts, we are no¬ 
where near the goat of health for all 


Outtay (Publie) on Health 
in different 5-year Plena 

Hssltli f Isn Outlsy on 

euilsy iMsIth si 
_ (PuWie) psfcsnrsgs 
(Ns. Crerai) el loisl 


FiiM IH«»( 
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os.a 
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3.3 

. (ises-si) 

Third Pi«n 

1M.0 
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30 
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2SS.0 
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2.S 
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2.1 
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OW.S 
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2.1 
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(1074-70).. 

SSI .7 

M,S41.0. 

1.7 

OIxlhFlM 
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tIiStlw 

1010.0 

71.000.0 
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The Health Survey and Plann¬ 
ing Committee (Mudaliar Ck)mmit- 
tee), whose report is the basis of 
health planning in our country, had 
recommended two decades a^ that 
at least 10% of plan outlays should 
be earmarked for health care. 

We have not set apart any¬ 
where near this percentam in our 
plans. In the Fifth Plan the outlay 
on health was only 1.7% of the total 
and in the Sixth Plan (draft) only 
1.9% has been earmarked (See 
table). ' 

It might be argued that priorities 
have changed and that money 
available for health care is scarce. 

But even this excuse does not 
explain our shortcomings on the 
medicines front, because the phar¬ 
maceutical industry has its own 
momentum of growth 

Short supply 

According to newspaper re¬ 
ports, some niedicines. even though 
they are produced In the country, 
are in short supply. 

Recently developed medicines, 
available elsewhere In the world, 
cannot be easily introduced In India ‘ 
for the benefit of our peop^. 

fronicaily, whan we need ntoie 
medicinas>-to fulflithedori of medi¬ 
cines tor aii, if not heimi tor ell-the 


pharmaceutical industry is being 
asked to cut back production to 
1977 levels. 

In one breath we talk about 
health for all by 2000 AO. In the 
next breath we provide maderwate 
funds for health care in our 5-Vear 
plans and put shackles on the phar¬ 
maceutical industry. 

The one hopeful sign was on 
tha medicines front—the capability 
of our pharmaceutical industry to 
develop and manufacture high- 
quality medicines and to make them 
available throughout the country.lt 
could meet the challenge of medi¬ 
cines for all provided its vowth 
was not hampered. 

But what we find today is that 
even in this small area of health 
care, the industry's capabilities are 
not beiitg utilised due to curbs on 
production and thelackof agrowth- 
orianted policy. Result; shortage of 
drugs and the inability of tfts phar¬ 
maceutical industry to make availa¬ 
ble newer and bettaf medicines for. 
our people. 

Perhepa -it's time for uis to 
rethink, 

InwtS In (kt niUU isMrtti W ‘ 

OROAMSATION OF FHARMACIUTieAt, 

FROOUCmtOFIMMA 

c<Mk'* awsifla. Of. assa B«ww MO SOI 



On Reviewing Anthologies and 
the case of the Irate Twelfth Man 

KEKI DARUWALLA replies to 
Pritish Nandy's harsh criticism of 
his anthology 


UR character and ethos being what they are, most 
things in this country snowbaU into qqestions 
about i»at So do anthologies. One’s worst poems 
or short stones may have been picked up by an 

_editor ■ in very many cases without as much as a 

word or a “by your leave" to the author. The author may be 
ashamed of the work included but he will normally not protest. 
He IS there in the book after all. His “self respect” is still mtact. 
But leave a man out (and I would gladly be left out of most 
anthologies) and the whole complexion changes. You have been 
slighted) If you are not in Wisden’s Year Book, you haven’t 
played county cncket during the year) And the twelfth man 
syndrome comes into play. 

This wouldn’t have happened in another country A wnter 
who felt he has been left out of an anthology would have 
refused to review the book, if he felt he was the aggrieved 
party Not here That gives him the chance he is waiting for. 
With fangs bared and teeth ihowing in a half-snarl he now 
proceeds to abuse the editor in the most vituperative terms. It 
is the twelfth man who now feels that he has the right to abuse 
the lucky eleven, and most of all, the selector. But one must 
proceed chronologically. 

I get a phone call from Calcutta one early morning in May 
and a husky voice says over the wires, “Would you re^y mind 
if I take a swipe at your book. You know 1 am motivated? I have 
been left out but then let’s liven up the scene a bit and stir up a 
bit of controversy”. 1 don’t have the stomach for controversy, 
but who am I to say no? “By all means,” I say, “go ahead”. After 
the review is pubbshed I get further calls. “Have I lost a 
fnend?” asks my solicitous reviewer. “It is a pretty vicious 
attack, you know" he adds. I have not seen the review As yet. 
Sunday has taken a fortnight to reach Delhi. The next thing you 
know is that somebody hiss stood at the street crossing and 


abused you, calling you dishonest and what have you. Enough 
venom in the review to keep a snake hatchery in business for a 
month. That is not all. The gentleman comes over to Delhi and 
hesitantly asks for your reaction. “Everything alrl^f by me”, I 
answer “except that bit about dishonesty. That was hardly on”. 
“OhI I am so sorry about that", says the reviewer. This also can 
only happen in India. You shout obscenities at a man in pubhc. 
Then aj^logise in private. And the chapter gets neatly dosed. 

'Nowhere in the review has Mr. Nandy mentioned the names 
of the poets he thought should have been included in the book. 
Yet every paragraph seems to bristle with one question. “How 
dare you leave me out” the review seems to say in every line. 
"Mel Melt Melll” 


The answer to this is simple. Even while I was compiling the 
anthology Nissim Exeklel wrote to me asking me whether I 
could mdude at least two poems by Pritish Nan^. I would have 
if he had written an bon«t poem in his life. But the man is 
alwa^ attitudinising, striki^ postures, sometimes of the 
revotutlonary.sometiines of the great lover, or the tragic, 
sensitive soul wandering through deserts of loneliness 
Calcutta if you must exile me wound my Ups before I go 
only words remain and the gentle touch of your finger on 
^ Ups Calcutta bum my eyes b^ore I go into the ntght 
what exile is he talking gbrat? Not physical punishment, 
surely. Nobody is throwing Mr Naqdy out of Cucutta. The 
'Police Commiaaloaer there is intefmm in extcming only 
mnfhsslonal crooks. What do you do with a contrived poem like 
that? The motif that tuha through ^ the schsuna, the send- 


menu expressed, everything rings falser phoney Phoney is the 
word. His entire poetic corpus can be summed up with that one 
word; and this time the labelling is not wrong 

Most of his poems are just a string of nice-soundmg words. 
The poem as such conveys nothing beuuse it has no meaning to 
convey. Take “and for you I left behind the palimpsest of a 
dream”. I have chosen this poem for comment b^ause Mr 
Nandy himself has selected it in two of his anthologies. 
and for you I left behind the palimpsest of a dream 
since you spoke of history and the wUd rose withering 
on a familiar face when mysterious tangents of sense 
intersect each other and the sun blinds with gold the 
fihgreed leaves on a battered soul 
for you are the question and the inquisitor taking 
transient shape Jhom among the whispers and rainbows 
etched on phantom breasts 

Nice soundmg words, aren’t they? Pahmpsest, filigreed, 
mystenous tangenu of sense (even though the phrase makes no 
sense) inquisitor. But what precisely is he trying to convey? He 
is playing widi words like a child with gee gaws and tinsel. 



There are adjectives galore: wild rose, familiar face, myste¬ 
rious tangents, filigreed leaves, battered soul, transient shape, 
phantom breasts aiu in the space of a few lines But adjectives 
don’t make a poem. You have got to have something to say. And 
lest I am accused of tearing a stansa out of context and 
criticising it, let us follow the poem. 

the cicada sings of secret transactions and the thousand eyes 
of an equinox 

and for you I left behind the syUables of dust and ram 
terror hides behind the dkrkness of the thinking 
mind like the limpid dream of an antique month when 
rains destroy the imperishable metal of your arms 
and thhfia and each avenue of the mind circles 
lore from ruin to ruin from barren field to 
windiest 'voice and the dusk sleeps with death its 
lover in the overwinged ritual of an unloving mmd 
Can anyone tell me what “overwinged ritual of an uiuovum 
mind” means? Can it possibly mean anything? Or “limpid 
dream of an antique month” for the matter? A school boy would 
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bluih if thin kind of » poem werefttributed to hun. It is stuff 
like this which brings disrepute to Indian poetry 

It is not that I failed to take a-look at his latest poems either. 
Over the years Mr Nandy has been gracious enough to send me 
hIS books ■ he publishes one poetry book every three months or 
so. In feet a time came when 1 was overawed to think that my 
book shelves would soon be carrying the complete works of Mr 
Piitlsh Nandy. The later poems were no better, amorphous 
clumps of words with repeated references to thighs, breasts, 
loneliness (that is patented in his name now) dark tresses of the 
night, dusk, 'duskways*. But one must get down to the points he 
has made in the review. A big song end dence has been made of 
'wrong lebelling*. The title of the book is fairly long: “Two 
Dtcadei of bt^en Poetry 1960‘19I0”. “In English" would have 
lengthened It further end made U sound lika Mr Nandy'i own 
antnology mantionad abova. And who wants to be numbarad 
among tna great? 1 loathed titles Ilka 'Indo-Bngllih poetry' or 
'IndO'Angltan poetry*. The vary first lentanca on tns Jacket 
reads “Itli mainly in the last two dacadas that Indian poetry in 
English has coma into its own". The suggestion that a person 
would buy the book thinking ho was getting Xalft Aimi for his 
money, and go home to discover that ha had been palmed off 
with Nlssiffl Bitkial, is Just too humorpus to merit serious 
debate. The review allfgoi that I left out R. Parthasarathy 
baeauia of 'politics'. He has obviously not read the Intcoductlon 
where it is claarly mantibnad that Parthaaarathy was “tragical* 
ly excluded" “bacausa he did not choose to respond” (P XXIU). 
mmilarly Mr. Nandy; as I have amply demonstrated, was not 
excluded, because of 'politics’.’Ke was excluded because in the 
editor’s opinion he wrote bad versa. 

A Idt of poets writing in English were excluded in Adil 
Jussewella's “NcwWritlnji in IndU”. That was because most 
Indian languages were represented in the book , which 
countained erticles, short stories, plays and extracts farm 
novels also, aphrt from ppemf. But some of us who were 
excluded did not get up and sftrt abusing the editor. 1 have no 
hesitetlon in ceUing it one of the finest and easily the most 
representative anthology of modern Indian literature. But 


horror of hoi-rors, the book excluded Mr Nandyl .So 
Peeradinu's or I’arthasaratby's anthologies. And that of co 
qualifies us fur the worst epithets in the English langu. 

I would like to make a few general observations 
anthologies here. When you discuss with friends, critics, fe 
writers about an anthology you are working on, you qui 
discover two things. Firstly, they are interested in the p 
included end not in the poems. They will aidt you, “Is so an 
there?” No one will eik you if you ere including the "Nigl 
the teorplon" (Esekial) or “The Tree" (Gleve Patel 
"Introduction" (fCemiia Das). There is more interest in ni 
endpersonelities and lass in tha work of tha poets. 

Tne second thing you discover, end that is when the I 
has hit tha stands, is that reviawari, and aspaclally those 
an exe to grind, tako a morbid Intoraat in tha poats laft 
rathar than tha onai includad. Not a lina on tha 17 p 
ineludad. But a paga on so and so who has been left o 

No two editors can easily agraa about tha writari who ih 
figure in an anthology. Htnca tbt anthology should ba taei 
on its own tarmt. Is tna poatry ineludad good? That shot^ 
the mein, if not tht only, criterion. Out of hell a dostn ravi 
of this book, only one has diKussed the poetry, quo 
excerats. 

MTnat 1 efiempted In the anthology was to Include poets, 
with perhaps ona axception, had a substantial body of v 
behind thorn. This does not moan that '*new" poets, if one 
use the term, were not included. Bharat Chandra, Dilip C? 
and Euntca do Boum hava not appaartd in vary n 
anthologies pravlously and 1 am sura thair poatry I 
ravolation to tha raeaer. 

I fully agraa with Mr Nandy that tha scana as regards bii 
poetry m English is promising. However, the grain musi 
.separated from the chaff if the poetry is to have any impact, 
phoney end the pretentious have to be dona awiy with 
excised brutally. Otherwise, even the poets with integrity 
vision will get tarred with the same brush. 

As for Mr Nandy the one wav he can get into enthologii 
by editing a few more himself. 



And rightly *o. For, are they not the exit around 
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I T was a strange happening. 

The event itselfwasnetso 
sensational because Heme and 
Dhanmendra have been going 
around together for the past 
eight years. Almost eveivone 
expects to see Kama wltn Dhar- 
am at social functions and in 
populai'films Their affair (in> 
cidentally the longest in fibn- 
dom) could have ended either- 
way total breakup or marriage 
Hcma waited patiently since 
Dharam is too gentle to hurt 
either his wife or beloved. His 
kids also figured prominently 
in the mix up His wife re 
mained the silent third in the 
triangle, outsiders know her as 
a courageous, kind lady So, 
when news leaked out that 
Hema and Dharam had got mar 
ried (the event was real and a 
guarded secret), nobody was 
really supnsed or shocked it 
was just the suddenness of the 
event and being taken una 
wares, which caused the muf¬ 
fled reaction Reportedly, 



Home’s mother is not too happy 
about the event: she never was 
a party to the allience She 
probably sees the marriage as 
an eyewash too feeble to make 
anyone believe that it |s a "hap- 
pify ever after” affair It is also 
not known whether Dharam’s 
wife has divorced him or not 
The only person present at the 
wedding cerpmony, in true 
Iyengar style was Dharam’s 
father, who is said to have 
played a crucial role in bring 
ing Hema and Dharam 
together The married pair con 
tinue to work and live as 
though nothing extraordinary 
has taken place Maybe it 
hasn’t reauy been extraordin 
ary for them-—getting manned 
among witnesses, that is! 

A RELIABLE source says 
that the latest starlet in 
Rajesh Khanna’s orbit is pretty 
Poonam Dhillon Maybe he is 
playing the only game he 
Knows keeping dose CO the 
heroine of his successful film 
And at the rate his career was 
going, the moderate success of 
Red Rose with Poonam as his 
CO star, Rajesh is clinging to 
this girl (figuratively,pun in¬ 
tended) and insisting on her 
name for all his subsequent 
films Maybe he thinks she has 
proved lucky for him' 

B ut It’s funny what Yogita 
Ball considers lucky— 
things like her clothes, for inst 
ance If she wears a new dress 
and the day proves lucky for 
her (God alone knows what 
that means) then she wears 
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that dress and does not want to 
take It off for the whole day 
And if she wants something to 
go her way, she wears what she 
calls one of her "lucky outfits”. 
Wonder what she does with the 
outfits that prove unlucky to 
her and these are quite a fewl 
Gets rid of them? Anyway, one 
unpleasantness the Ml tuccets• 
f ully got nd of—her marriage 
to Kisnore Kumar' the divmrce 
has finally come through. 

S HABANA AZm is the next 
girl to watch, She has given 
a good performance in Thodisi 
Beivafaal She was always a 
w good actress, but now she has 
I really surpassed herself Maybe 
I her little setbacks in the game 
t of love have unleashed the ta- 
I lent which was struggling to 
I come out Forone, her break up 
I with dear steady, Shekhar 
f Kapoor has changed her Re- 
s centlv though one hears the 


name of another Kapoor, who 
has taken Shabby’s fancy. One 
Sunday, for instance she was 
out bQ day, only to return late 
at night—and tna reason was 
tracad to Bonay Kapoor. 

TpSODMEHRA is acting 
r very peculiar these days 
and we don't think Bindiya is 
the cause. There’s someone else 
on his horison now! 

A FTER five years Jtaek/tee 
/Ikand Guliar seem to be com¬ 
ing together again. Guliar 1$ 
working on a fllmscript for 
Ramesh Behl who has Raakhee 
in mind for the heroine's role If 
Gulzar can write a script for 
Raakhee’s fdm, probably in the 
near future, he may direct her 
moneof hisownfilmt rhey 
know each other so well that 
their joint venture can’t be any¬ 
thing but terrific Good luck to 
Ramesh Behl and his project* 
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KHAASBAAT 


A FRIEND told me with a 
chuckle that director K.. 
SaJacbander lost one of his fin¬ 
gers while directing Rathi 
Agnihotri in EkAur Itihas,the 
Hindi version of Man Char- 
jthra. Probably Balachander 
was concentrating with a finger 
between his teeth while direct¬ 
ing Rathi. Balachander is a sea¬ 
soned director who has brou^t 
the best out of most artistes out 
Rathi who is suited only for 
glamorous, sexy roles must 
have made him work harder, 
my friend the ughti The film is 
expected to be released all over 
India towards the end of Sep¬ 
tember Kamalahasan who star¬ 
red in the original version is 
excited about the film. Some of 
his better films were directed 
by Balachander and if EkAur 
Itihas clicks, it should wipe out 
the humiliation of his recent 
Tamil flops. 

J^ALAKENDRA's Mazhai 
xV Pattalam is Lakshmt's first 
directorial venture thought 
Balachander actively super¬ 
vised the filming. This film is 
drawing huge crowds even in 
Its eighth week. Its failure to 
get public support initially is 
understandable, it stars Sumit- 
ra who seldom fares well at the 
box office And the hero, Vish- 
nuvardhan who is a big name in 
Karnataka films, was little 
known in Madras till he was 
cast in Mazhai Pattalam Lak- 
shmi, his heroine in a number, 
of Kannada films, has now in¬ 
troduced him to Tamil films 
Years ago he did appear in a 
Tamil film but the film and its 
star went unnoticed. 


I T’S been ages since Hema 
appeared in a Tamil film But 
whatever she does in Bombay 
makes news in the local Tamil 
Press. Recently, when a Bom¬ 
bay magazine ran a story on the 
DharamHema marriage, three 
widely circulated Tamil dailies 
immediately picked up the 
story. Some of them went to the 
extent of chasing the Poojari 
(priest) who’s supposed to have 
performed their marriage cere¬ 
mony. But the Poo lari promptly 
went undermound and refuseo 
to meet the Press 

F or the first time Rajnikant 
and AfadAvj are teamed up 
in the Tamil version of Go/- 
greeted by R. Balachan- 
dtr.A Telegu version starring 
the two is also on the cards. 
Sumalatha was keen to bag the 
heroine’s role but Madhvi man¬ 
aged to oust her. 

T ELSGtl actor AxisAna hit ■ 
the box offiM with his home 
production, a film which stare 


his wife Vijaynirmala. Krishna 
is a succe^ful director but hit 
maiden Hindi venture Takkar,a 
remake of his Telegu film, has 
disappointed both the 
moviegoers and distributors. 
Krishna wanted to launch 
another Hindi film but after the 
lukewarm reception ofTakkar, 
he will surely like to wait for 
some time. But Ram Robert 
Rahim,the Telegu version of 
AmarAkbar Anthony directed 
by his wife seems to have made 
everyone happy Recently the 
dubbed version of the fdm was 
released in Madras. It did well 
just because of Rajnikant's pre¬ 
sence. 

TA YABHARATI, the Cleopat 
f ra of the South, seems to 
nave found a new godfather. 
Kaitash Sarogi, a rich business¬ 
man' settled in Madras. He 
made a fortune dubbing one of 
her Malayalam films into Hin- 
di,Afan Ka Aangan. Now he is 
busy preparing the Hindi ver¬ 
sion of yet another Malayalam 
film, PratisAodA.His ambition 
is to direct Jayabharati in a 
Hindi film. 

P eople who have seen the 
rush print of Pundhu 
Chrruppu Kadikirathy, are rav¬ 
ing about Sarada’s perform¬ 
ance. Pity the film is facing a 
lot of problems regarding its 
release. 
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MrK«nshi Gomiv Yama- 
iucnl, the 10th ran black 
oclt and, according to the 
Guinness Book, the world’s 
foremost karateka, super¬ 
vised a bravura demonstra¬ 
tion by five of his best disci¬ 
ples in Bombay recently. 
Hanshi’s younger Son,Goshi 
YBiriaguchi (6th degree), 
with other karatekas from 
Hanshi’s school—Gojukai— 
and its Indian do jo 
(branch), led by an Indian, 
Vispy Kapadia (4th degree), 
combined to give a memor¬ 
able demonstration of the 
complex kata^ (ritual exer¬ 
cises), full contact fighting 
and the climatic breaking 
techniques. 'The hl^- 
light of the evening, howev¬ 
er, was the weapons display. 
Shihan Masaucni Xhamoara 
•worked on his nanchaku and 
provided a fascinating spec¬ 
tacle to the 3,000—strbng 
audience. 



Sans 



into Bombay on June 10. A 
few people Were at the air¬ 
port to receive the van¬ 
quished hero. It was a 
strange sight considering 
tlat only a few months ago 
the airport lobby in Bombay 
was clogged with over 20 
reTOiters, TV camera crew 
and, of course, innumerable 
fans of King Padukone. That 
was when Prakash had won 


flans 

the All England Champion¬ 
ship. Since then, he has, 
apparently , fallen from 

g race after having failed in 
is bid for the world title in 
Jakarta. 

“I do think 1 have a lot of 
years more in top level bad¬ 
minton”, Prakasn told Ash- 
ish Rajadhyaksha who met 
the shuttle star at his fian¬ 
cee’s house. And, whether 
by way of a justification of 
his failure to cope with the 
Indonesian star, Liem S;41e 
King, or possibly in earnest, 
Prakash added that in In¬ 
donesia “people play bad¬ 
minton the way Indians play 
cricket here (in India) . 

We don’t really have the 
facilities to encourage top 
class badminton players,” 
he lamented. What he did 
not crib about was his latest 
reception at Bombay airport 
and the fact that a top class 
badminton player also’ 
needs encouragement from 
his fans, particularly at & 
time when he is trying to get 
over his failure at a crum! 
tournament. 


Not safe, but sound 


b it the Calcuttans’ gift of 
the gab that has earned the 
city another distinction — 
dial of the world's'honest 
Pifhapsju theSodaty 
for Clean Environment 
states in its. colonrful 
'brhchnre released on die 


occasion of the World En¬ 
vironment Day which was 
observed on June 4. Delhi 
and Bbmbay are not far be¬ 
hind C:alcucu in the noise 
race. Looks like Calcutta 
will take some beating, 
tht^igb. 


The Satanic bug 


Can Catholics participate in 
transcendental meditation 
as Mught by Mahesh Yogi? 
Apparently, the Pope hiu 
been requested by the 
Catholic uity Congress to 
forbid his followers from in¬ 
dulging in such “pagan” 
practices, reports Arthur 
Pais. 

As matter of fact, the views 
of the Laity Congress pro¬ 
voked Clarence Motha who 


heads the depanment of his¬ 
tory at Loyola College, Mad¬ 
ras, to write a letter to the 
editor of The Hindu. 
Observed Mr Motha:“This 
resolution obviously reveals 
the lack of knowledge of the 
true meaning and purpose 
of yoga and meditation...me- 
ditation has always been 
stressed as a devout practice 
by the Catholic Church 
down the centuries. ” 


State of Head 


The Lieutenant Gov¬ 
ernor of Goa, Pratap Singh 
Gill, visited Pakistan recent¬ 
ly as the leader of a 17— 
member jatha of Sikhs, on a 
pilgrimage to the gurdwaras 
across the border. Garrulous 
as ever, before his depar¬ 
ture, Gill .summoned the 
docile local press and the 
Goa correspondent of UNI, 
and told them to take note 
for posterity that he was the 
“first' Indian tiead of Stale 
to visit Pakistan as an ^fi- 
cial guest”. He was prompt¬ 
ly pulled up by the Centre 
for making such a pompous 
claim But Gill, according to 
Mario Cabral ^a, is not a 
man who gives up easily. On 
his return from Pakistan, he 
called the local Press again 
and declared that during his 
cordial talks with (^neral 
Zia-ul Haq, he had “discus¬ 
sed important matters of 
common interest between 



Goa and Pakistan”. The “im¬ 
portant mauers” included a 
proposal to send a hock¬ 
ey team of Goan girls to 
Pakistan Needless lo say, 
Zia “promptly agrt-ed" And 
Gill has now issued instruc¬ 
tions to Chief Minister Rane 
to do (he needful 
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COlMBATORE.Two lovers sought the aid 
' -^of the law enforcement agency for “their- 
love enforcement" wedding The busy 
Bazaar police station was taken aback 
when a young couple “just married” with 
fresh garlands and new dresses walked in 
and refused to leave They did not ask for 
blessings but came to seek police protec 
non so' that their wedding, made in 
heaven, is not rent asunder bt then wick¬ 
ed parents on this earth The 20 year-old 
bride, Kalavathy, and the 25-vear-old 
bridegroom, Bhoopathy were in love with 
each other Since their parents did not 
approve of their intentions, despite the 
fact that both of them were closely related, 
they eloped and married m front of Sri 
Subramania Swami at Marudamalai Hill 
temple and walked straight to the police 
station—Sunday Standard (Chandra Man- 
obaran,Ootac3mund) 

TADRAS The non-vegeterarian hotel of 
Anna Salai was the victim of a hoax on 
Saturday (June 17) A neatly dressed 
young man is said to have gone in a taxi lo 
the hotel and ordered food packets and 
coffee stating that they were rcquiied for 
the members of the DMK exet utive, which 
was holding its session at the Party office 
Two servers of the hotel with the packets 
accompanied the stranger in the taxi to the 
DMK office in Government Estate When 
the taxi reached the DMK office, the 
stranger asked the servers to hnng two 


dia abroad 


^EW YORK. Miss Shyamala Rajender, a 
former profes.sor of chemistry has, after 
f. years of litigation, won a sex discrimina 
Ji?" against University of Minnesota. 
^ The case was filed in 1973, when she was 
t denied tenure, that is permanency of 
L appointment. The refusal, she contended 
I’ was racially motivated. Miss Rajender (S3) 

I from Madras and now a US citizen. She 
IS appointed professor at the university 
a year-to-year basis. “But when 1 asked 
I a tenure” she explained, “I was told 
at the university didn't believe in hiring 
imen on a regular basis”. At first she 
BQ wn3t is called an interna] griavanca 
se An 11-member committee was 
pointed by the university to inquire into 
r complaint. The committee unaiumous- 
rulea that the chemistry department 
d in fact, discriminated agamst Miss 
jender, bkause of her national ori^n. 


more food packets. One of them rushed to 
the restaurant and returned only to learn 
the person had already removed the pack¬ 
ets from the taxi, carried them in another 
vehicle and disappeared •— The Hindu 
(J.Panchanathan, Madras) 

JHANSI. On June 13, an old man, who had 
been declared dead by various consolida¬ 
tion courts here, walked into the court of 
Mr Ram Shankar Dixit, Judicial Magis¬ 
trate to say that he was alive and kicking. 
The Judicial Magistrate pronounced Par- 
moo Kachi alive in his judgement last 
weekend. Some persons of Khilwari vil¬ 
lage. under Tahrauli police station in this 
district, about 45 km from here, declared 
Parmoo dead and managed mutation of his 
ten-acre land in favour of one Harihar 
Singh of SidRpura village, slated to be the 
adopted son of the old man—The Sonhem 
India Patnka (Rajneesh Batra, Allahabad) 

KANPUR The Kanpur University exami¬ 
nations scheduled to begin on July I, may 
be postponed to a later date for want of 
paper to print answer-books It is gathered 
that the university had approached the 
Education Directorate for an allotment of 
10,000 reams of paper so that it could print 
the answer-books required for the exami¬ 
nations But the Directorate reportedly 
replied that it had no provision lor allot¬ 
ment of paper for the universities of 
Kanpui, Bundelkhand, Jhansi and Meerut 
The university subsequently approached 
various paper manufacturers and so far 
only one, and that too in Calcutta has 
agreed to supply 2000 reams The universi¬ 
ty needs paper not only for answer-books 
but for printing examination schemes, 
question papers and a number of other 
proformas needed for conducting the ex¬ 
aminations It IS reliably learnt that even if 
the university manages to get the paper 
reams from the Calcutta mill, it will take 
at least two months to complete the print¬ 
ing and binding of answer-books while the 
examinaitons are a mere 20 days away— 
The Indian txpress(Arvind Satid.Calcutta) 


The university president overruled the 
committee's finding. Miss Ramnder's 
annual contract was not renewed. She then 
filed a complaint in the US district court in 
1973 under the 1964 Civil Rights Act, Her 
attorney, Mr Paul Sprender, who special¬ 
ized in representing civil rights activities, 
changed the complaint into a class action 
suit in 1977. This meant that all women 
academic employees of University of Min¬ 
nesota and applicants for those positions 
both past and present and not simply Miss 
Rajender, became subject to the verdict of 
the court. The case was tried for 11 weeks 
before it was decided upon recently. The, 
consent decree not only gives Miss Rajen¬ 
der $100,000 but includes a provision 
whereby two of the next five indmdnals to • 
be hired by the chemistry department of 
the university for regular faciun positions 
have to be women—-Sunday smemah 


THE Death of a Dynasty—Headline in 
the The Times, London, announcing 
Sanjay Gandhi's death 

PEOPLE come and go but the nation 
continues to live. Every living being 
must die some day—Mrs Indira Gan- 


THE random death of one young 
politician—a man with no lasting 
achievements and no ministerial re¬ 
cord-ought not make too much dif¬ 
ference to the largest democracy in 
the world—TTie Guardian 

FOR Mrs Gandhi, the death of her son 
is not only a shattering personal loss 
but It IS also a political blow. She had 
been trying consistently to build up 
Mr Sanyay Gandhi as her heifappa- 
rent— The Statesman 

SANJAY GANDHI'S death has been a 

t reat blow to the Congress(I)' Jyoti 
asu. West Bengal Chief Minister 

HER (Mrs Gandhi's) desolation as she 
looked down on her son’s dead body 
in a Delhi hospital must have been 
deeper than the one she experienced 
standing near the burning pyre of her 
father—The Pakistan Times 

HE had a great passion for cars, but 
we all thought he drove too fast—A 
Rolls Royce engineer quoted in The 
Hindustan Times 

SANJAY’S was the shortest political 
life and the briefest parliamentary 
career —Madhu Dandavate, Janata 
Party leader 

THIS IS the greatest tragedy that 
could have befallen me—Delhi police 
commissioner, P.S Bhinder 

THOSE whom the gods love die 
young. We are poorer, much poorer 
after his death —Vice President, M. 
Hidayatullah 

SANJAY GANDHI'S death has 
brou^t darkness at noon—Atal Be¬ 
han Vajpayee, Bhartiya Janata Party 
leader 

A TREE which held the promise of 
greatness has been hit by lightning— 
Kamalapati Tripathi, Union RaJway 
Minister 

SANJAY GANDHI who died at the I 
age of 33, belonged to the same ' 
category as Jesus Christ, Alexander 
the Great, Tipu Sultan and Viveka- 
nanda, all of whom died at 33—C M. 
Stephen, Union Minister for Com¬ 
munications 

IN this country we seldom say any¬ 
thing adverse after the death of a 
person. The ruling Party should not 
do anything which might create a 
controversy—Chandra Shekhar, Jana¬ 
ta Party President 
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^‘Wliatever tension I had, eased off 
s month before my Shanta got married* 


says Mr Gupta; School Teacher, 
Account holder, Kanpur Branch. 
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Benefit by Mr Gupta's 
experience 

T iVp the miUaiive hkf Mr OipU 
the Branch Manager of your m an si 
Indian B ink the be-t peTS< n t 
advise you 

•The identitic..rof the oerKn" hivt L <*? 
deliberately conrrulcd Icr th uW' if 
secrecy 




Indian Bank 

(A G )vi of India Enteipnse) 

Helps build 
your fortune 
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\ARIETV1 


Sunday 


Beginning July 6 

This week the Sun and Mercury fire m Gemini, Rahu is in Cancer, Jupiter and Saturn are in Leo, Mars is in Virgo, Uranus is in 
Libra, Neptune is In Scorpio aria Kethu is in Capncom Venus is in Taurus and the Moon wilt be moving through Anes, Taurus and 
Gemini from Pisces 


%, ARIES (March 21—April 20) 
r ><1 Refrain from making caus- 
tic comments Exercise tact 
and patience in your deal¬ 
ings with employers and 
eiders For most people this will be a 
busy week, business and professional 
activities will keep most people engaged 
Your efforts will be crowned with success 
but do not let over- optimism spoil your 
fortune In your own interests, check all 
extravagant tendencies You will benefit 
through a member of the fair sex A 
happy romance is predicted for unmar¬ 
ried folks A new friendship will brighten 
your professional prospects Goad oates 
7 9 11 and 12 Lucky numbers 3 4 and 
5 Favourable direction South 

, TAURUS (April 21—May 22) 
Do not be disappointed by 
t i' misfortune Despite obsta- 
A ' j clos in your path you will 
* forge ahead on many 
fronts A property dispute is likely to be 
decided in your favour Expenditure will 
nse by leaps and bounds but greater 
profits will help you to make ends meet 
Some people will inherit property after 
the passing away of relatives An impul¬ 
sive or outspoken comment can pre¬ 
judice your employers opinion The 
domestic scene wilt continue to be a 
source of happiness Good dates. 7 e to 
and 11 Lucky numbers 2, 7 and 9 
Favourable direction* South 
( GEMINI (May 23-June 21) 

domestic front will 
pose a couple of problems 
The health of womenfolk in 
4-0 4 i 1 ''''' the family will be a source 
of worry Otherwise, this will prove to be 
a favourable week On the social front 
you will gam prominence The existing 
favourable stellar influences should be 
utilised to the hilt Haro work will produce 
good results Do not ignore your hunches 
and let your intuition guide you Wait 
for important letters before taking a 
decision Good dales: 8 9, 10 and il 
Lucky numbers 4 and it Favourable 
direction; West 

CANCER (June 22—July 22) 
This week begins on a 
promising note A sudden 
stroke oT good fortune will 
place you in an advan- 
t^eous position You are however 
advised to guard against decepbon and 
over-optimism Pay great attention to 
professional or business undertakings 
1^1.'*'''**’ business partners must 
amicably At home, someone 
may fall sii^ A close relative can give 
you cause for worry Check all extrava¬ 
gant teiylencies otherwise you are likely 
to face financial problems Some people 
iml* 9® a long journey Good 

a e ® Lucky numbers. l 3. 

4 and 9. Faveuifblo directten: West 



LEO (July 23—August 22) 
• ^ You are advised to proceed 

I f i carefully and make plans in 

, advance A small mistake 

^ * can prove very costly 

Keep your temper under control if you 
want to avoid problems on the social and 
professional front Romance is on the 
cards for most Leos but do not allow a 
person of the opposite sex to interfere 
with your professional duties Disagree¬ 
ments with relatives and family friends 
should be avoided at all costs People in 
the armed toices shouid exercise caution 
in property deals Good ^afes 6 8 9 and 
12 Lucky numbers 9 10 and It Favour- 
ablo direction North 
> VIRGO (August 23—Septem- 

bar 22) You will spend an 
“ enjov tele and happy week 
providt-d you do not dis¬ 
obey tne orders of those in 
authority Keep your tongue under con¬ 
trol and do not allow minor problems to 
ruffle you The domestic scene demands 
your urgent attention Dubious love 
adventures are to be avoided in your own 
interests A person of the opposite sex is 
likely to harm vou Therefore be on your 
guard Some people wnl inherit property 
Check extravagant tendencies and make 
plans tor the future Good dates 6 7 8 
and 9 Lucky numbers 2 3 and 7 
Favourable direction North 
I LIBRA (September 23—Octo- 

ber 22) You will have sever- 
V“ V*"*' excellent opportunities to 
T . expand your business and 
' ’ consolidate youi financial 

position A secret ambition will soon be 
realised to the accompaniment ol joy and 
hapiptness Do not allow domestic or love 
affairs to interfere with the conduct of 
your business or financial affairs You will 
gain through property matters and insur¬ 
ance jxjlicies A promotion is on the 
cards, esoecially for people in the ser 
vices Medical expenses are foreseen in 
joint families Good dates 6 8 10 and 11 
lucky numbers 1 r q gn(j g Favourable 
direction South 

. SCORPIO (October 23— 

, November 21) A lucky week 
i'' V IS predicted tor you Busi- 
\ ^ nessmen will make huge 
' w-Ji profits by selling off old 
stocks’ This will be the beginning ol a 
penod of steady progress on the financial 
front Professionals should push their 
activities to the utmost You will enjoy a 
fair measure of happiness af home Pay 
great attention to business details and 
guard against over optimism Those in 
authority must be kept in good humour in 
your own interests An old person may 
oppose your plans and create minor 
problems at the weekend Good dates. 7 
8 and 9 Lucky numbers 4 and 5 Favou^ 
able dfroctfon. South east 



il* 




SAGITTARIUS (November 
22—December 221. The 
home front will be a source 
of great toy and hajjpiness 
this week Elders and chil¬ 
dren will contribute to your happiness 
Opposition on the part of an elderly 
female relative is likely A secret relation¬ 
ship will now prove very helpful A hajjpy 
romance will make the week more col¬ 
ourful Unexpected good fortune is on the 
cards You are however advised to g^rd 
against extravagant tendencies ^ob- 
lems with your colleagues must be set¬ 
tled jieacefuily Take steps not to dis¬ 
please those in authority Good dates: 6, 

7, 8 and 1 1 Lucky numbers: 2, 6 and 3 
Favourobla diroctlon; East 

( CAPRICORN (Decambar 23— 
January 20) A very lucky 
week for people born 
underthis planet Fnends. 
new and old will contnbute 
to your happiness Their cooperation will 
help you in attaining your objectives A 
secret source will prove to be of immense 
value On the financial front, you are 
likely to take great stndes This is the 
time to make new plans for the future and 
enter into fresh trade agreements Ro¬ 
mance will blossom and people engaged 
in artistic pursuits will win fame and 
recognibon Look after your own health 
Good dates* 6, 9. 11 and 12 Lucky 
numbars 3.6 and 9 Favourable diraettoo; 
West 

AQUARIUS (January 21— 
February 19) This week may 
prove rather unlucky for 
many people Reversals on 
the business and financial 
fronts are to be expected. The coopera¬ 
tion ol business partners is very impor¬ 
tant at this crycial juncture Spouses 
are likely to play veiy important roles 
Guard against deception Your fnends 
are likely to let you down when you need 
them most Therefore let your own hun¬ 
ches and intuition guide you Goad dates 

8, 9. to and 11 Lucky numbars 2, 4 and 
7 Favourabla dirtcllon South 

PISCES (Februaiy 20—March 
20) Exercise caution in your 
dealings with those in au- 
thorily Employers should 
■o' be kept in good humour in 

youf own interests Some people will 
inhenl property For those in the ser¬ 
vices. promotions are highly probable A 
secret source will prove to be of immense 
value Keep away from gambling and 
speculation You are advised to check 
extravagant tendencies if you want to 
avoid financial problems Wait for an 
important letter Goad dates: 6 7 9 and 
12 Lucky numbers* 4, 2 and 8 Faveurabla 
direetlen South and West 

M B RAMAN 
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Would you rather have 
a toothless grin later 
than think about your 
toothpaste— 

now? 



Have you ever wondered whether 
your toothpaste is giving your teeth 
the protection they need ? Maybe it 
isn’t. That’s why you should look at 
Macleans. Because Macleans actually 
gives your teeth a two-way protection, 
which IS necessary for their health 

Macleans fights destructive 
acids harder 

Leftover food particles m your mouth 
produce acids that destroy tooth ciiami.1 
Is your toothpaste alkaline enough to 
neutralise these acid attacks IVfacleans is 
Because Macleans is speci.illy formulated 
with an alkaline base. Laboratory tests 
demonstrate that the acid-neutralising 
action of Macleans protects teeth better 
and longer 

Macleans fortifies tooth enamel 
simultaneously 

Clinical tests prove that Macleans helps 
protect teeth from canes The Fluoride 
in Macleans combines with tooth enamel 
to strengthen it and increase its icsisiance 
to decay. 

Only Macleans with its two-way action 
fights acids while it fortifies tooth enamel 




Leonard 
chills 
lemonade 
in London 

9 

Leonard 
keeps 
cauliflower 
crisp 
in Cochin 


Leonard 
keeps Bina 

smilins 
in Bombay 


Leonard serves millions of families around the world dependably 
When Leonard owners ate asked about their refrigerators, they iust smile 
After all, what more need we say about a friend of the familyl 



eonard 


Since 1881. Trusted the world over. 

Another iniahty product from ^ 
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BLUE STAR 




Leaders in refr^eration 
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The iii'Fidels 



Jimmy Carter had once 
welcomed the trickle of 
illegal Cuban regugees with 
“open heart and open 
arms” Qut the trickle 
turned into a flood And the 
deluge continues increasing 
the number of refugees to 
millions Meanwhile, the 
Cuban President Fidel Cas¬ 
tro IS himself not on a very 
firm footing It seems he is 
losing his charismatic image 
since he came to power 21 
years ago Countries which 
had followed his style of 
Castro Communism are re¬ 
fusing to toe his ideological 
line like Nicaiagua and 
Venezuela As for Castro 
himself, he is finding it hard 
to provide foodstuffs to his 
fellow countrymen despite 
the estimated seven million 
dollars a day aid fiom Rus¬ 


sia. In fact, the leader him¬ 
self said in a speech in De¬ 
cember last year . “Some 
have said that we are ex¬ 
periencing difficulties it 
IS better to say we are sail¬ 
ing in a sea of difficulties” 
Indeed to get out of the 
difficulties 10,000 Cubans 
forced themselves into the 
Peruvian Embassy in Hava¬ 
na sometime in April in 
search of political asylum in 
the USA Others who 
wanted to quit the country 
braved the stormy Florida 
Straits in sail boats to reach 
the USA In the USA they 
have been kept in resettle¬ 
ment camps prior to their 
becoming immigrants And 
all are happy that they left 
the dictatorial regime of 
Castro as the photograph 
depicts. 


Luron is fun 


Any evening if you walk 
in the Theatre Marigny you 
will find Thierry Le Luron 
creating a comic microcosnl 
of French politics and show¬ 
biz supported by a 25-piece 
orchestra. Le Luron, onV 28 
years old is France’s leading 
imitator and ventriloquist 
who performs nearly 30 im¬ 
personations, caricatures, 
parodies, burlesques and 
travesties. In his acts he 
spares no one . in fact, he 
sometimes starts his shows 
with an impersonation of 
t"* French President him- 
j ’* different from his 
P^w«cessors in the sense 
niat he has combined two 
genres—“imitations 
and the chansonette”—and 
0*®?* them lively, topical 
anit.Ql^nal. And that is the 
secret of bis auceess. It was 
the May 1968 Revolution 
that dragged Luron out his 


^mug, bourgeois shelter 
when he had to sit and 
watch TV all day At that 
time the French Ministers 
were debating about the stu¬ 
dent disturbances and he 
started imitating their 
habits of speaking and even 
their mannerisms. Now his 
eyes are set on the United 
States of America which is 
“tempting” him. But he has 
no illusions about America. 
Maybe he is somewhat un¬ 
sure that the sense of 
humour of those across the 
Atlantic is not close enough 
to that of his own country¬ 
men in France. In France he 
claims he has a solid footing. 
Naturally, he is not known 
as Le Luron for nothing for 
“Luron" in French means 
“funny ^y". “I just hope 
-that It translates well in 
other languages" sayaLuron 
with a twinkie'in his eyas. 


Barn 

storming 

Of all the antiques in the 
world, old English bams and 
grananes have now caught 
the fancy of the Americans. 
These buUdings are being 
exported all tne way to the 
United States and Canada. 
Two such bams had rein¬ 
carnations in Toronto. In a 
country like England, where 
painting the front door of 
one’s house often requires 
the permission of the local 
authories, moving a whole 
house would seem an impos¬ 
sibility. In truth, the En¬ 
glishmen 'are salvaging 
those buildings which are 
tust not being cared for’says 
Mr Durtnell, the managing 
director of a barn exporting 
company. And how, do the 
owners of these noveau anti¬ 
ques feel? Well, if one com-, 
es down to brass tacks, while 
it costs money to renovate or 
even pull doyrn the old 
bamS, the owners are get¬ 
ting paid for what little 
piece of old oak they can 
transplant in America. And 
speaking of durability, well, 
“the rule is that a house 
must withstand snow, wind 
and a cocktail party all at 
once Thes6 new homes can 
pass that test” 


A degree 
ahead 



Remember Americe’8 
youngest President John 
Fitzgerald Kennedy and re> 
member his .charming wife 
Jacqueline. Well they had a 
son and a daughter who 
have grown up. Whether 
they will follow in the foot¬ 
steps of their illustrious 
father to become politicians 
remains a big question but 
one thing is certain. Thtgr 
have got down to studying 
and Caroline, JFK’s daim^ 
ter, graduated from Radclif* 
fe at a joint session during 
Harvard University’s 329th 
Commencement on June 5. 
And it was a celebration for 
the whole family. There was 
(from left to right) John F. 
Kennedy Jr, Caroline’s 
younger brother. Senator 
Edward Kennedy, Caroline 
and her mother Jacqueline 
Onassis.' 


d (he cat 



Twelve—year—old Ing¬ 
rid “Kiki” Nordh, is prob¬ 
ably one of the major attrac¬ 
tions of the Cheetah Safari 
Park at Johannesburg, 
South Africa. Daughter of 
Erik and Janet Nordh, who 
are veteran animal trainers 
at the park and who run the 
park as weU, Kiki (ook it 
into her head to learn to 
tame animals herself. For 


starters, she chose the lion 
which goes to speak of her 
courage. But then Kiki is a 
brave girl. And in the course 
of playing around with her 
pet lion she has become the 
youngest lion tamer in the 
world. As for being a major 
attraction in the park one <d 
the many dauntless acts this 
young girl indulges in is rid¬ 
ing the lion bare-backed’ 








NARIETy- 


chess 


Rodrigti*! (Black) 



MMaa (Whlta) to mova 
PoaUon Mtfr Black’* Itth mova 


RoumMip from Riga 

Having marvallad last w«ak at Tal s play in i 
the Riga Interzonal, I was lett with no space I 
to comment on the perfonmance of our own 
repraaentative Tony Milas Tony was only 
the second player in our hisloiy to reach j 
this stage of the world championship cycle , 
the first being Harry Golombek and as such I 
he aoguitted himself very creditably indeed i 
A final score of 9/17 belies the fact that he 
was In the running for one of the coveted i 
lop three places for much of the time and 
only an uncharacteristically weak finish of 
1i/S kept him out of the top piacings Tony | 
probably found to his cost as I have some 
times found to mine that when one is mo't 
desperate to win games one is also most 
open to defeat especially against top class 
opposition Stilt he has no cause lo be 
dissatisfied with his result , 

The British Chess Federation deserve 
great credit for their initiative in sending ^ 
Jonathan Speelman along with Tony as his 
second In such a lung gruelling event a | 

aecond is a must lor anybody with any real ' 

aspirations The amount of analysis and 
preparation nnd-s^u/ tn succoe-l at this I 
level IS alone quiti enough lo oxhaj,,! i 
Single person both mentally md physic illy 
even without having lo move a single pawn 
at the board So all parties concerned can at I 
least be content that they did ihoir best 
even if it was not quite enough | 

I think a game is needed heie lest this | 
article begins to sound too much hke an 
autopsy I give a very ' mood pusuonal wm ' 
by Milos against an opponent who seemed 
to be a little out of his depth 
Whilr Mile' Black rtndr guez 
Intarrnnal fouinamenl Riga 1979 Grun i 
feld Uelnni e i 

1 P—04, N- KIM, 2 P—OB4. P—KN3, 3 
M-063, P-04, 4 N—83, B~ N2, S P x P, 

N X P; 6 P — K4 Ono of many playable varia 
tions to be condemned by theory B. . N x N; 

7. PxN. P—OB4, a B—K3I? As laf as I 
know a new move here The idea is to clear 
the tong diagonal as quickly as pos¬ 
sible in preparation for P-OS 
a. . . N—B3, 9 R—B1. PxP One of the 
points of Miles s idea is that 9 - Q— IM can 
■ be met by to P—QSt BxPt 11 RxBI 
O X B r 12. 8—Q2 winning two minor pu'ces 
for a look while any loss active move will be 
met by 10 P Ob and . I P- OB4 with a 
very powerful pawn cenlie inclertd 10.PxP, 
0—0. 11 P—051 N—OR4. 12 B~K2, 
PJI-J13. 13 P—06. P—K4, {DIAGRAM) Hop¬ 
ing to Drove that the PQ6 is isolated and 

ht> 


weak No one can doubt it la leolated. but 
the latter hypothesis soon cornea under Are 
14 . R-B 7 , B—K 3 ; 16 . N-«l5t R—SI; Not. 
IS B X RP? 16 0—02 picking up a atray 
place _ _ 

ia. NxB, PxN. 17. CxR. QxR; 18. 0-0 
White has caught up with his devslopmant 
and the OP is still alive and kicking 
la... N—83.19. P-Q 7 , 0 —B 2 ,- 20 .pt-KN 4 
Support from a new angle On 20 N—Q1 

comes simply 21 O—02 and R—Q1 or QB1, 
so Black puts hts faith in opposite bishops 
20 N—05; 21 . BxN. PxB; 22 . O—N 3 . 

K-fll : 23. Q X KP, B—K 4 ; 24 . —NS, B— 83 ; 
25 K—N 2 . K—N 2 ; 29 . 0-06, P—N 3 ; 27 . 
R— K1 The KP prepared to advance and join 
Its neighbour Black has no real answer 
27 . O— B 4 ; 28 . O— N7.8—01; 29 P—K 6 . 

P-Oa. 30. R— K 3 . P— 07; 31 . P-K 9 , 
K— R3, White was threatening 32 P—K7i 
BxP 33 P—08-0. RxQ, 34 RxB+ 

32 O—K 4 , B—K 2 ; 33. P—KR 4 , K—N 2 ; 34 . 
0 -K 5 r 0 x 0 , 39 RxO, P—KR 4 ; 36 
B- 01 , K— 83 ; 37. R—K 4 , 8 — 84 ; 38 . 
R —849 Resigns After 38 K— K2 39 
R X R the weak OP becomes a (weak?) 
queen 

MICHAEL STEAN 


bridye 

When you hold an unsupported Oueen in 
dummy and a singleton Ace in hand, it is 
sometime., a gnod move to lay the Queen on 
the block This situation is fairly well known 

WeST EAST 

AAJ9bJ AQ10 83 
VQJ7? PAK8 

♦ A ♦ f J b 

*964 A073 


haprove Yaw Oalaaes. fay Tony Souter 
(Batsford, £5 98), daala with a aub)eei that 
can be tiring unlM the mixturs of text and 
illustration is axaotly right 

TERENCE REESE 


stamps 



Wlien the Interparliamentary Union Con¬ 
gress held Its 48th conference in London in 
1957, the Post Office marked the occasion 
with Britain s most modest commemorative 
issue The words ‘Parliamentary Confer- 
enoa’ were added to the design of the 
current 4d definitive stamp and the numeral 
'48th was tucked in below the Oueen S 
chin Only lOi million of the stamps were 
issued and they were generally overlooked, 
even by collectors Most were used on 
ordinary mail and very few dealers bought 
large stocks The increased popularity of all 
British stamps has forced up the price of the 
1957 commemorative The current Stanley 
Gibbons catalogue quotes it at C2 25 in 
mint condition or £2 50 if fine used The 
illustrated first day covers, bearing one of 
the stamps cancelled by a special West 
minster postmark, now cost at least C30 


You are playing Four Spades as West and 
North leads ihe 6 of diamonds You play the 
Queen horn dummy hoping that South will 
be dble lo I ov* r with the King Then you 
tross lo y A and lake Ihe spade finesse If 
Nvi-1h wos there is a qcMid rhanu,' that he 
wi!' play a socond diamond lailior than 
swit''li 10 '■luhs The sami kind ol play can 
be midc with J « or ) x x ooposile a single 
ton Are or a doubleton AK also with Kx 
opposite A 10 X 

Herr ‘he objed is int to invite a ontinua 
tion'of Ihe sui' led but lo tiansfera menace 

( ii.'r tJ 

i\ 

Jf / 4 

* >r (J 9 ■’ / 

A A k ( ' 


A 6 1 

N ““k 

y 9 8 f 

WE* 

♦ J !0 b 1 

s ♦ 

♦ 0 J 9 

* A 

A AKQ982 


y J b s 

♦ A 

* ,0 S 2 

ui tisysinFoor xj'ides alter Cast has 
npcuv’r'One heart The defence begins with 
three " und i of hearts sod switches to a 
r jb the 9 forcing the King Now the Oueen 
ot diamonds may provoke a cover, if tidoes, 
then West can be squeezed in the minor 
sui*. 

The title ot Brktga. BkUtng naturally, by 
joe Amsbury (Batsford C4 95), should not 
be taken in too likarHl a snnse The author is 
an avowed rdmirer ol the ctosely reasoned 
language ol bidding that has bMn devel¬ 
oped by the Sharpies brothers and Jack 
Mary As Amabury says good bidding is 
akin to an erudite conversation His book is 
erudite ir> . bridi)«, (f not a literary, seosa, it 
deals in a conversational way with many 
sequences that other writers have not ana¬ 
lysed in depth 


C W HILL 


j qui/ _ 

I QUESTIONS 

I 1 The basics ot existentialism are 
' tound in the books “Fear and Tremb- 

I ling The Concept of Dread" and Sick 

' ness unto Death Who wrote these 

I books 2 

I 2 While a novelette is described as a 
short novel or a long short story how 
* would you describe a novellat 7 

3 It has frequently been observed 
that physical or mental disorders appear 
in a patient as a result of medication 
given to him for an illness he is currently 
suffering from What is the term Applied 
to the new disorder f 

4 What would you be doing it you are 
practising mythopoeia 

5 To whom would you attribute the 
Nutcracker Suite '7 

6 What happened on June 18.1815 ? 

7 Who is Merre-Auguste Renoir ? 
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Let Canara Bank 
help you provide for it 

EvetYthing is within your reach if you plan ahead ana save for it 
A long wanted car’ A home of your own’ A child s higher education or wedding’ 
Cana'a Bank s special Kamwttimu Ospoall scheme is designed to make ume mult piy y 
money and m ^-timise youi returns Deposit now only a part of the money you will ac'uai v 
need You chnose thoan[iount you wish to deposit n Kemadlwini and the numtX“r of r r 
InterPot on tr e interest earned gets you hartdsome earnings And your money can more t 
double iiseK Oiop in at your nearest Canara Bank branch lor details 
Our other deposit schemes VIdyanIdhi, NIrantara and Baiakahama 


Kamadhenu 

Deposit 




(A naliortallsad bank) 

Over 1 200 branches iw 
sH over the country 
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An eyewitness account 

The following description of the mo¬ 
ment of Sanjay's death, and how 
various people reacted, was given to 
us by an eyewitness. The eyewitness' 
does not want to disclose hif identity, 
because he has no desire to gam 
either publicity or reward; he just 
related a moving human story. 



BOUT forty to fifty peo 
pie had collected by the 
time the fire brigade 
arived on the scene of 

__ the crash, and the first 

thing they did was to begin to clear 
this crowd from around the wreckage 
The plane was badly twisted, but still 
more or less intact; the door was 
stuck. Some fire brigade people asked 
who the victims were; they were in¬ 
formed that Sanjay Gandhi and Cap¬ 
tain Subhash Saxena were inside 
The door of the plane was finally 
opened, and one look at the bodies 
showed that there was no chance of 
either being alive. Sanjay’s skull was 
split, and body badly hurt. A stretcher 
was brought, and the fire brigade 
people took out Sanjay’s body, placed 
it on a stretcher, covered it with a 
blanket, and took it to the ambulance. 
Mrs Gandhi arived, in a white Ambas¬ 
sador, when Saxen’s body was being 
put on the stretcher. 

She opened the right door of the 
car and walked briskly to the site of 
the crash, followed by R.K.Ohawan 
and Dr Sahay She then came to the 
ambulance, lifted the blanket, and 
quickly covered Sanjay’s body again 
with a sign full of sorrow. Mrsi.Gandhi 
was asked where the ambulance 
should go. “Hospital we’’ll go to a 
nursing home," she replied. Safdur- 
jang and Or Lohia hospitals were 
suggested She said okay to the latter 
hospital. All through the drive Mrs 
Gandhi was very calm and very com¬ 
posed. 

Tile entrance to the hospital was 
partially blocked by a person trying to 
stat his car Immediately some secur¬ 
ity people got down and physically 
dragged the vehicle to one side The 
ambulance stopped on the porch 
The rear door was opened and 
Sanjay’s body was taken out 1 tried lo 
help carry it, but there were now 
many enthusiasts to do this I went 
ahead and found a sister writing on 
some register I asked her which room 
was vacant as two bodies had been 
brought She hesitated, but on being 
told who they were, gave the number 
of a room By then Mrs Gandhi had 
come in, followed by another nurse, 
and we headed for room number one. 
1 popened the door, switched on the 
lights Mr Gandhi’s body was put on 


the bed, and Mr Saxena’s on the 
settee In less then ten minutes Dr 
N P Singh had come followed by other 
doctors and nurses. Then Mrs ANDHT 
made a request “Please, everybody 
leave the room for two minutes” She 
closed the room and latched it from 
inside She reopened the door in two 
minutes, and a select few entered By 
this time the corridors were full of 
people 

Mrs Gandhi wanted a surgeon to 
do a stitching job on the body, and Dr 
Mrs Gupte, assisted by colleagues, did 
so Mr Saxena's body had been taken 
to anotherroom Before the operation 
started, Mrs Gandhi had settled the 
room With great courage and calm 
fortitude, Mrs Gandhi occasionally 
observed the stitching operation 
Three sets of pvJUma-kurras had also 
been brought by now, .so that Mr 
Gandhi’s clothes could be changed 
Fresh bedsheets were put. Only when 
Mrs Gandhi was satisfied, were visi¬ 
tors allovyed in Among the first to 
enter were Mohammad Yunus and 
Ohirendia Brahmachari 


And ol course, Maneka too She 
came in with Mrs Gandhi holding her, 
comforting her There was a blank, 
lost look in her ye eyes, which was 
painful to see. In a few mintes, she 
was escorted out 

Babu Jagjivan Ram came, stayed 
for a tew seconds, and left without 
any expression. Atal Behari Vajpayee 
showed some feeling Raj Narain 
looked lost Jagdish Tytler came in 
crying ing, and Mrs Gandhi gestured 
that he should be taken out if he wa^ 
in that state. The best composed was 
Mrs Gandhi’s nephew and the man 
who contested from Rae'Bareii, Arun 
Nehru, Mrs Gandhi spoke to him 
often in hushed tones. Maneka re¬ 
turned, along with her brother Vireri 
She sat there with a blank look, still 
too stunned perhaps to let her sorrow 
gush out in tears. Mrs Gandhi, ob¬ 
viously deeply pained, controlled her¬ 
self and supervised all the arrange¬ 
ments She did not seem to take 
kindly to some of the more sycophan 
tic expressions of grief. ■ 
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Now you can 
stretch out all over 

the world. 


Pan Am’s First 
Class has always been 
very special. 

Now we’ve made it 
even better by putting 
Sleeperette® seats on all 
of our 747s, everywhere 
we fly. 


extends the length of four 
and a half windows, 
there’s plenty of room 
between rows 

Until recently. 
Sleeperette sc ats 
were 



more room m 
Pan Am’s First 
Class than 
you’ve ever had on 
any airplane before. 

More comfort, too 
Because the Sleeperette 
seat stretches out. So you 
can do likewise ... to read, 
relax, even sleep. 

And though this 
remarkable, reclining seat 


available only on our 
long-range 747SPs. Now 
ihey'ie on all our 747s as 
well And, as always, at 
no additional cost 
Of course, room to 
stretch out isn’t the only 
reason to fly our First 
Class Incomparable 


luxury and 
international 
service are 
a couple of others. 

Another reason 
is the kind of plane 
we fly, the 747. It’s 
the plane the world 
prefers, and we’ve got 
the world’s largest fleet 
So tell your Travel 
Agent vou want 
Pan Am’s First Class. 

Because what good 
IS flying all over the 
world if you can’t stretch 
out and enjoy it? 
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Weflythewolid 
theway the %vorkf wants to fly 















With tht> ^Luon Fashion 
Parade of beautiful fabrics — 
superb designs, joyous 
colours, exquisite textures. 
No wonder Suion sales 
have soared to even 
greater heights! 








The Grindlays branch/assocmto network 
offers you a comprehensive covorape of 
major trading nations as wide-ranging 
in size and opportunities as Australia 
and Zimbabwe 


'Made in India' goes global 
with Grindlays vast network | 

in 37 countries. I 


Today the world is a stage 
where goods made in India 
perform creditably 
The list is impressive from 
cashewnuts, seafoods, leather 
goods and ready>to-waar to 
fertilizer and steel plants and 
aophisticated electronic 
equipment 

This is where the Grindlays 
worldwide network of 
branchea/offices in 37 countries 
can play the best supporting 
role to India's star performers. 


The Grindlays role can take 
many shapes. Perhaps, you 
need a survey of the market 
you've in mind Or, an 
exploratory study of a virgin 
territory. Or, an investigation 
of the creditworthiness of a 
prospect Or, maybe, you 
need help with export finance 
including all those irksome 
formalities 

You can count on our global 
resources to assist you in 
reading the world of export 
opportunities like an open book. 


When all the world is your 
stage, Grindlays ought to be 
behind the scenes to win for 
your show the success it 
deserves. 



































We bet vou can't name 
one reasonjust one reason, why 
this h the most’Wanted TV. 



Dyanora TVs are the most 
wanted—No 1 in sales 
Because they are No 1 in 
pierformanco 

For at least six vary good 
reasons 

Six have kept 
Dpaaon TVs flnt 

Dyanora possesses India s 
most advanced TV research 
laboratories The result 
every significant TV innov i 
lion over the last few year- 
has been brought to you by 
Dyanora Like India s firsi 
solid St ite rV with ICs The 
mat multi channel solid 
state TV The first TV with a 
true hi ft sound ystem Th< 
first TV with fd( ilitieo to play 
your record piayer or tap 
recordei through it The 
first rV cum -teieo system 
And the hi tlowco>t Jinata 
rV with olid-trte circuitry 

Hence with Pyanm you 

an be sire you ip getting 
ihc 1 lie t teLhn iloqy and 
fi'ituit at the lowest 
pi u e And you II get all the 
idvanl ige of c jritiriuous 
u t hnol a ju il dr velc prneni 
like exti 1 hup extra bright 
prictures puiei richer 
sound lowei power 
con-umpiion and extr i 
lonrj life 

The result? Customer 
demand doubled in 
1979,19n. 1978 and 1979 

The demand for Dyanora 
TVs has been doubling 
every year for the last foui 
years And to meet it we 


naturally had to double our 
production —in 1976. 197/ 
1978 and 1979 

Obviously every person 
who buys a Dyanora is 
lecommending it to a 
number of others 

That s because only 
Dyanora offers all the late'-t 
integrated services which 
should go into i 1V 

Seven models make 
Dyanora the uridest 
range in TVs 

Only Dyanora offers you 
Seven different models 
to choose from all with 
the latest solid slate 1C 
technology Fverything 
from a 36 cm (14 inch! 
portable TV to a luxurious 
TV cum stereo system 

TronUe-firee service., 
becanse we take trouble 
over our quality control 

Lveiy Dyanoia is subjtc 
led to loppilfd quality 
contiol tests before it leave* 
the factory The re'-uli you 
get a thoroughly leliable 
set which rirely gives you 
any trouble 

And every Dyanora TV is 
professionally designed to 
offer sleek elegant styling 
and easy to operate controls 

Seven days-a-week 
after<sales sarvioe 

Our seivice centres are 
the I irgest and best equip 
f ed in town and they 
aie usually open Seven 
days a week 


Tes, Ifs got everything 
you’re lookina for 

Look carefully at all the 
TVs in the market And 
you II find only Dyanora 


gives you everything you ve 
been hunting for all along 
So what are you waiting 
for? 


Dyanora 

Yes, W% got cverythingT^^. 
you^ looking for. I W| 


DYNAViSiON LIMITED Lfi LJ Madras 600 020 
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FRee Inlormativc Amul Baby Book and Balamul Growth Racord Booklet in Engliah 
Baby Book also in Hindi Marathi Guiarati Bengali Tamil Talugu and Malavalam 
Write to Poet Box No 10124 Bombay 400001 with your complata addrata and 
Re 1 00 poatage atampa 




Marketed by 

Guiatai Cooparativa Milk Matkaiing 
Padaraiion Limited, Anand 
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The Hiinalayan 
Blue Pop^ extends 
a fra^itaiu welcome 
tDth?valley<^ 
Flowers. 


Come to a mountain garden 
of rare an ic flowers 

Amidst sn ipped 

mountain peaks, glaciers, 
snow-bridges and playful 
mountain streams Come to a 
picturesque valley and walk 
through a world of fragrant 
flowers Mid July to Sept 
first week is the season for 
these colourful blossoms 
It’s so easy to reach 
From the nearest railhead 
Rishikesh, you can drive 
down to Govind Ghat via 
the temple of the Jagatguru 
Shankaracharya A 16 km 
trek through enchanted 
mountains and valleys and 
you are in the garden 

of the gods- 



A 5 km trek from Ghangharia 
the base camp and you can 
visit Hemkund Sahib Here 
Guru Govind Singh meditated 
on the shores of the lake 
surrounded by seven snow 
peaks 


i I 






From Govind Ghat you can 
also make a pilgrimage to the 
holy shrines of Vishnu and 
Shiva at Badnnath and 
Kedarnath. 

We'll help you discover it 
Garhwal Mandal Vikas Ntgam 
Ltd IS there to help you 
discover this wonderful 
experience through organised 
tours with transport, 
accommodation and guides. 
Let the romance of flowers 
fill your heart Contact your 
nearest U P. tourist office for 
complete details 


• - V«tlBV 

\ \ of Flowers 

Govind 
Ghai / 

^ Homkond 

/joshimath 


Guptkashi 


Rudraprayaq 


P. Tourism 


21 Vidhan Sabha Marg 


Lucknow 








Xer-<V 


ConduotMl Tours • fot dtUd* contact Tourist Odicas at - 36, Janpath, Chandailok Bhawan, Naw Delhi Ph 
■ 12.A. Naiaji Subaah Road. Calcutta Ph 226798 a ««. Aahr*m Road, Ahm^^^ B 

a Garhwal Mandal Vikat Nieam Ltd, Muni-ki-Rail. Riahikaah Ph 372. a Tha Mall, Mutaooria, Pb 663 
a Pauri, Ph 41 a Laira Rao Bridea. Hardwar. Ph 19 


322251 

Chandigarh 
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Remember when you had a toothache and 
grandma made it better with Clove Oil? 
Your dentist uses it even today! 

®»^Promise 

the unique toothpaste 
with time-tested Clove Oil 



* ^ 


T^BALSARA 

fOM Monrf<H A f s 


fhis is what New Promise with Clove Oil does: 

2 . 

tl ^ Freshens 

J[(.lps piotcct , < V 7 mouth 

ajj.unst I 1 FI and prevents 

tooth decay \ ^ J\ /4i|L bad breath 



Healthier teeth and gums, fresher breath. 
Thafs a promise. 

''Ask your dealer about the special 
promise offer" 


LHAITRA.BLS 369 -R 



Ifou know A^;fa-Gevaert. 


Rim. Cameras 




We say "Click*" You say Agfa 
We say Agfa, you say 
"Camera^' 

Yet there's more to Agfa than 
meets the eye — m fact, from 
him to photo comers, 

Agfa-Gevaert India 
I imited IS everything / 
m photographies N. 



Order up a whdb 
studb from AGIL! 

You can walk in and do 
literally that AGIL has 
enlargers, studio lights, 
developing dishes, chemicals, 
complete darkroom equipment 
and accessones of assured 
AGIl. quality Fveiything 
from "click'^^to pic 

V^lk in for some of 
the world's best. 

Agfa-Gevaert make photo¬ 
graphic products that are 
often hrst choices around the 
world Agfacolor (movie 
and still Wm), the only truly 
natural colour, used exclu¬ 
sively for filming the Olymp¬ 
ics in 1972 Agfa-Gevaert X-ray 
him, ultra-fast and with the 
lowest radiation dose In India, 
Agfa Brovu-a, the only photo- 




Meet Agfa-Gevaert 
India Limited: 
everything 

in photographies. 



photography If you want a 
1 inhof, the most sophisticata 
camera for acnal or 
microscopit photography 
available toefay, come to 

2 [f you want a microhli 
or a self-regulatmg 
lash incorporating 
the latest electronic 
‘chnologv contact 
If you want someon 
to advise you on what equip* 
ment you need, v\ e'll give it a 
name for you at AGIL 

First with everythin 
in photographies. 

Agfa-Gevaert India Limited 
has done more than introduc 
photography to India It has 
helped the country to make il 
Its own by providing know 
how for mdigenous manu¬ 
facture India IS making 
photographic prtxlucts of 
international standards and 
designs today fxportinghalf 
a million Agfa-Gevaert Type 
110 1 ameras to the West ever 
year* Agfa-Gevaert has thus 
helped lay a cornerstone. 

On which a major modem 
industry can build 


requirements Sampe-tested 
in Leverkusen, exported 
around the world | 

Ifyouwantto 
name-drqpt^ it 
at AGIL. 

Agfa-Gevaert m India are also 
sole representatives for Asahi 
Pentax, Bolex, Kindermann, 
Gossen, Metz and a string of 
magic names, world leaders in 
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MASS PRODUCTION 


Before commfttlng oneself to mass 
production one should learn the 
meaning of commitment No watch 
maker can neglect this and hope to 
go places letter tS milUon watches 
and 20 pioneering years, HMT can 
vouch tor tto,. ■jM.ttwwvtv 


m 1961 HM 1 mm 14 000 Wdtche^ 
today we maki iiio I 1 million witcnrs 
In 4 lai tones and I 4 assi mbly mills 
It s the mnacle el tiass irodiirtiwi 
But we Know mw 011119 iw sun 

viilihis hadwr 
I til (ai I) aiidtvriy 


Whettiei It i"- ensiKing ihe ‘■laiidard of the 
n qh pit nsion rnmpoiiems n ker piiiq 11 qlie 
f nlnil ovn the qualily )l wauhi j madi il 
Ihe vaiiou issimWy uniio we at HMT have 
tk en inqii 111 ndt d in oin puipimi 
1 iki tht buying ind itvu< liulrtie 
we v( ‘'tl up 

I Hif 111 , 1 fxtluoivi. showrooms mil 
A I I horn oday frjm wfirre IfM 

vwww rvx r\ , ATM «av\\ M\xs 
I l Ml ihi 01 I II pivi (noC'lhai 
Il ivi im n 1 JIM l iK ugly 1 1 rhiishcd all pvr 1 
Ihi (iiuiiliy 

lhal out ujmmimunl liaP r viiy early 
jiiginim ol uuui e tii Lisiiypiiivpd 
All you have lo do is lake 1 look ai Ihr 
hatch ol tOfcl HMI wiiitu^ 

Many are still iKkit'q iw ly 
Miriily 

So if HMI wall III s woiK haid ii s only 
Derause HMt worked hard tor Ihcm 
for ?0 long years 



Watch Divi‘'ion 




TIMEKEEPERS TO 
THE NATION 


Factoiios dt 
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Every drop of New Code 10 Tonic Hair Dressing 
nourishes hair, controls dandruff, 
gives your hair the natural look 


Code 10 contains Panthenol to nourish 
your hair give it vitality and bounce 
And LO-7, a proven anti-dandruff ingredient, 
to help fight dandruff 


Whether you are a man or a woman,qive your 
hair the natural look with Code 10 every day 
It does your hair a world of good— and it 
doesn’t cost the earth 
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Crime no bars 


I THANK Ajoy Bose and Kamal 
Sahdi for their cover story on the 
“Exdacoits’ campaign” (1 June) A 
few remarks may help to complete 
the narration I gratefully acknow¬ 
ledge the role of the Mahatma Gan 
dhi Seva Ashram in securing the 
dacoits’ surrender and rehabilita¬ 
tion My colleagues Messrs Mahanir 
Singh, Hemde Sharma, Tehsilder 
Singh, Lokman Dikshit and many 
others also played an effective part 
It IS a welcome gesture that the 
PM has taken a personal interest m 
the matter, paiticularly in (a) re 
habilitating the surrendered dacoits 
and their victims and, (b) preventing 
the dacoit menace in future For a 
start, the central and state govern¬ 
ments should meet and decide on 
preventive measures, conventional 
methods of dealing with the crime 
may not be adequate Some positive 
programmes should be chalked out 
in the Chambal Valley for creating a 
peaceful atmosphere 
S N Subba Rao, Mahatma Gandhi 
Seva Ashram, Morena 

THE story reads like fiction — a man 
kills somebody, escapes to Chambal, 
becomes a dacoit, gains notoriety, 
returns to surrender and then lives 
like a VIP Such indulgence of these 
outlaws has made a mockery of our 
Constitution 
B John. Calcutta 

SEEKING help from criminals and 
anti-socials is now considered a must 
for election campaigns. Mohar Singh 
IS a notorious killer with a record of 
345 murders to his credit Most of his 
victims were supposedly innocents. 


Now he is a fnend of Mr P C Sethi 
and roams the streets campaigning 
for politicians It is disgraceful that 
even the PM does not mind siding 
with such criminals 
AKAC Chakrabortty, Bombay 

It IS disastrous that ex dacoits are 
joining politics, especially when 
they have not yet undergone a 
change of heart It is a shame that 
the ruling Party is giving them pat 
ronage, allowing them to live in 
comfort in jails and then using their 
muscle power for its own political 
ends 

Debasish Ray, Pun 

SOLUTIONS to a country’s social, 
economic and other problems can be 
attempted in two ways—one, 
through radical and correct mea 
sures and the second, through inde 
cisive long term measures which 
seem promising in the beginning but 
prove unsatisfactory as time passes 
Both Mahatma Gandhi and JP were 
exponents of the latter course Their 
methods did not work Compassion 
and philosophy, after all, produce 
the least effect in a society con 
sumed with corruption and selfish 
ness 

Sushmita Chakraborty, Gaya 

I BELIEVE the dacoits are yet to be 
reformed People of the region are 
still afraid of them and cast their 
votes in favour of the Congress(I) for 
fear of being tortured If the ruling 
Party continues to indulge the ex¬ 
dacoits, It will definitely lose popu 
larity Mohar Singh’s remark “I am 
no less than Charan Singh” shows 
that he unaware of how people see 
him 

Debashis Dutta, Tezpur 

MR BOSE’S report proves conclu¬ 
sively that there has been no change 
of heart among the bandits of Cham 
bal Earlier they had to carry their 
own guns and probably did not walk 
about freely Now they not only 
move about with the proud bearing 
of patriotic war veterans escorted by 
their gun bearers, but are also 
fawned upon by political Parties 
l^eir emancipator, Subba Rao, con¬ 
fesses that the Mungaoli open gaol 
resembled a grand harem with all 
the fixtures—of wine and women 
Incidentally Ajoy Bose has not been 
Able to ascertain from the guardians 
of the dacoits — the police — the 
number of killings a desperado 
should be credited with to qualify 
for a surrender 
P. S Rathaur, Basti 


A denial 

OOSHAR PANDIT, writing 
under the caption “Why Assam’s 
agitation must now stop" (25 May), 
described me as an adviser of the 
AASU Again, the same writer in his 
article “A solution is possible, but” 
(8 Tune) has called me one of the 
“think tank” of AASU This is to 
inform you that both descriptions 
are wrong I am not connected or 
associated with the AASU in any 
way And for that matter, I am not 
connected with any organisation, 
though I fully subscribe to the aims 
and obiectives of the sponsors of the 
agitation and support most of then 
decisions I would be grateful if this 
position IS clarified 
GCPhukan, Gauhati 

THIS refers to Tooshar Pandit’s 
story “Assam bloodshed” (1 June) 
The author failed to give a correct 
account of the situation I am afraid 
he IS wrong if he insists on calling 
the All Assam Minorities Students’ 
Union (AAMSU) the All Assam Mus 
lim Students’ Union It is equally 
wrong to say that “The Bengali Hin¬ 
dus are yet to identify with the 
AAMSU in a significant manner” In 
many places Bengali Hindus have 
participated in demonstrations in 
fairly large numbers On 26 May at 
some places processions were taken 
out by Bengali Hindus instead of 
Muslims, demanding a stop to atroci 
ties on genuine Indian citizens This 
happened in Kokrajhar town 
I Jamal, Goalpara 

APROPOS of Nilima Sanyal’s letter 
(Opinion, 1 June), I would like to 
point out that thq surname of Praful- 
la Mahanto proves that he is not a 
son of the soil of Assam His fore¬ 
fathers were migrators Similarly, 
Hareknshna Mahatab who lauded 
that stand of the AASU is a migrant 
in Onssa, as is evident from his 
surname Hence the futility of the 
“sons of the soil” theory 
Han Gopal Somani, Calcutta 

MR PANDIT’S article “Assam 
bloodshed” afforded a clear picture 
of Assam today His closing sent 
ence “Assam is certainly sitting or 
a powder keg with irresponsible 
playing with fire, hardly realising 
that even a small spark can np apart 
everything to pieces” aptly reflected 
popular feeling about Assam 
SKHayath Basha, Madras 

THE allegation that tht Assamese 
are attacking the minorities is total 
ly baseless Until now violence has 

• —11 ' 




Bata wraps 
your feet 
in comfort 


Bring us your feet and we’ll wrap them m 
Bata Mocassins which are the last word 
in comfort with their high degree of 
flexibility, snug fit and glove finish They're 
dressy too with metal trims and a waxy 
upper that adds gloss to your wardrobe. 
Give your feet the best chance- give them 
Bata Mocassins. 




occurred only in those places where 
foreigners and Bengali-speaking 
people are in a majority like Tinsu- 
kia, Nowgong and Barpeta. This 
shows who the culprits are. 1 would 
also like to point out that Dibrugarh 
IS not in Lakhimpur, as stated on 
your 1 June issue 
Achyut N.Phukan, Shillong 


THE article is full of anti-Asamese 
venom. Mr Pandit did not mention 
anything about the infiltration of 
foreigners from Bangladesh which is 
so massive that it has to*be seen to 
be believed. Unless the infiltration 
IS stopped, in course of time Assam 
will be lost to India. 
B.C.Borphukan, Sibsagar 


THE Assam agitation is basically 
anti-left and anti-democratic. Many 
CPI(M) workers were harassed and 
beaten up by militant agitators. 
Even democrats like Dr Hiren Go- 
hain were not spared. If the agita¬ 
tors claim that the left is anti- 
Assamese, how can the assault on Dr 
Gohain, a product of Assamese cul¬ 
ture, be justified? 

Bipul Ch. Khaund, Digboi 

THE students are carrying on a 
violent agitation with pictures of 
Bapuji mounted on their heads- 
Ahish Sarkar, Dibrugarh 


MR PANDIT held the AASU and the 
GSP responsible for the current vio¬ 
lence, but did not mention a word 
about the GRP men who took advan¬ 
tage of the cuHew hours to rape the 
women and girls of some of the 
villages. The constitution has 
guaranteed the minorities of the 
country the right to protect their 
religious and linguistic rights. 
Therefore, is it logical to call them 
unconstitutional when the minor¬ 
ities are desperately trying to save 
their democratic rights within- the 
country? 

R.K.Chakravarty, Mangaldai 


Welfare project 

T his refers to G. S. Kartha’s arti¬ 
cle on the Silent Valley project 
(1 June). Obviously, the project is a 
threat to flora and fauna of a rare 
variety. However, any extreme posi¬ 
tion regarding conservation or going 
ahead with the project blindly 
would prove counter-productive. 
The primary objective of any gov¬ 
ernment step should be public wel¬ 
fare. Instead of prolonging the rag¬ 
ing controversy, it is only sensible to 
draw up a case in favour of public 
welfare. Funnily, concern for nature 
and individual economic and politic¬ 
al interests are being given prece¬ 
dence over the interests of the ex¬ 
ploited masses who hover on the 
brink of survival. 

C. R. Bijoy, Cochin 

Review of reviews 

P RITISH NANDY’s review of the 
Daruwalla anthology (1 June) is 
peerless. For a change someone has 
thrown caution to the winds and 
jumped off the fence reviewers in¬ 
variably sit on. Each review that 
Nandy writes in your magazine is 
courageous, intellectually honest 
and scintillating. Absurd as it may 
seem, SUNDAY is changing liter¬ 
ary norms. It is introducing a new 
approach towards reviewing that is 
hard hittiim as well as very stylish. 
Chandan Gupta, Calcutta 

MR NANDY’s review of the antholo¬ 
gy of poetry edited by Daruwalla 
was a bit too nasty. Too personal to 
put it briefly. What on earth did the 
'dishonest policeman’ have to do 
with two decades of Indian poetry? 
The title was misleading, but one 


CONTRARY to what Mr Kartha re¬ 
ported, Mr Joseph John is not sad at 
all; neither is the Silent Valley “in 
the shadow of death”. In fact, it is on 
the verge of being transformed into 
a national park. Like my innumer¬ 
able countrymen who defended the 
valley against depredation, I am 
happy that the project’s enthusiasts 
under the banner of the Kerala State 
Electricity Board have been silenced 
by the latest report that the centre 
has already drawn up a budget for 
the valley’s conversion into a nation¬ 
al park. Further, the PM Mrs Gan¬ 
dhi assures; “In fact we are making 
earnest efforts to find some alterna¬ 
tive schemes which would give Kera¬ 
la power as well as employment 
without harming its ecology.” 
Joseph Johp, Vice President, 
Friends of the Trees, Kottayam 


cannot make it an excuse to indulge 
in vitriolics. The airs he put on ' Who 
made him the high priest of Indo- 
Anglian poetry? And can he honest¬ 
ly swear by the Muse that he himself 
has never been choosy and clique- 
prompted? The only redeeming fea¬ 
ture of the review was acknowledg¬ 
ing the pioneering role of that great 
patron of Indo-Anglian creativity — 
P Lai. Even that he could not do 
without planting a few sharp thorns 
in the bouquet he presented. 

K. V Chacko, Nagpur 

MAY I thank you for setting one 
literary goonda against another: 
Pritish against Keki, bravo I Let 
these ‘intellectual-poetic’ toughs 
fight it out. We the silent majority of 
poetry readers prefer Sarojini, Au- 
robindo and Toru to the excretions 
of Ramanujan, Kumar, Nandy, 
and other poetic panwallahs. 

S, A. Raj, Madras 


In bad taste 

T his refers to the report “Case o 
the missing cigarettes’’ (1 June] 
Here in Bangalore all brands an 
available, not only those of ITC bu 
also other companies. All thes 
cigarettes are sold at higher price: 
which vary from shop to shop. Evei 
though cigarettes do not come unde 
the Essential Commodities Act, th 
police should bring to book thes 
cheats. SUNDAY is the only nations 
weekly to have reported the pr< 
longed strike at the Bangalor 
branch of ITC. Why doesn’t the stat 
or central government take action 
K. N. Ravi Kumar, Bangalore 

SMOKERS need not go crazy abou 
cigarettes. Cigarettes have beei 
known to kill more people than al 
accidents, cases of infections, di: 
eases, suicides, alcohol and cance 
of the stomach put together. 

N. Ramesh, Hyderabad 


Party poster 

T he picture of the Bangla baqdl 
poster which appeared on pagi 
31 of the 1 June issue has a wron] 
caption stating that it is a “Wes 
Bengal government poster”. It i 
dear from the writing that the post 
er was issued by the state committee 
of the CPI(M). 

Aniruddha Chakraborty, Calcutta 

God, no 

CCTWrEW hope for Tibetan re 
fugees” (1 June) by A. J 
Singh is misleading. In 1974 some 
Tibetans plotted to assassinate Kinj 
Jigme Singye Wangchuck, the pre 
sent King of Bhutan, and not hi: 
father King Jigme Dorji Wangchuck, 
who had already passed away in 
1972. Mr Singh’s statement that the 
Bhutan government was very harsh 
on the Tibetan refugees, placing 
restrictions on their movements, 
preventing Tibetan students from 
coming back home, and going to 
school is far from the truth. The 
author is right that the refugees 
refused to take up Bhutanese 
citizenship in 1978. But the govern¬ 
ment never took such harsh steps 
that year. Of course, in 1974 when 
the plot to assassinate the King was 
revealed, the activities and move¬ 
ments of Tibetan refugees in the 
kingdom had been checked for some 
time to ensure peace. Mr Singh is 
correct in what he says about the 
various religious sects. But his state¬ 
ment: “Dalai Lama is on an equal 
footing with the King of Bhutan, for 
the Bhutanese” is not true His Holi¬ 
ness the Je Khenpo is the religious 
head of Bhutan, nor the King. 

T. Tandin, Shillong 
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N the beRiiininH there wa^ 
dai knesN Velvet soft, 
frighletiing and hlaek 
In the austere shaft ol 
sunlight that lit up the be¬ 
wildering emptiness of my adolescence, 
stood Madhubala And, sometimes, 
Suchitra Sen 

As 1 suffered the pangs of growing up 
through a troubled adolesttmie and lay 
miserably alone night after night, thuse 
two were the only women who seemed to 
understand my predicament, who would 










1 M n < tiih<.i \ivid)\ jnd con jlinoM 
III] ond iniuh il I incd hard (niiuish (hi 
ctatchtd white scrctn ot movie halls 
wheie Idles of valotii and love hate and 
villainy startlingly exploded into lite as 1 
sat with my eyts uidc open, tubbing 
shoiildt rs with strangers, and watching 
the women ol my ditams liiigh and ety 
by turns Algebra and biology wiie as 
boring as ihemistiy and physics despite 
the delights ot discovering If niietta’s 
glowing bulges behind tht shelves of 
beakers and the biology niasicr s back— 
and so I happilv gave them up and 
bunked < lasses at si bool to find solace o 
I'll darkened bowels of movie auditoria, 
some ot which, alas no longer exist 
Iiekels tha' 1 could ittoid would lost 
anything hi tween six and ten annas, 
I xeept at the Moonlight eiin ina on Sun 
dav mornings, when tickets were even 
cheapei, with one act plays, dance leeil 
als and i omie ariisicw tin own m fiet Ihe 
money lame tiom my two anna litfin 
.illowaiKe wbiih 1 wmlld saye eveiv^dav 
bravely btaiing the pangs ol hungei 


imlv to sipiandt r mv tortiiiies on ns 
favoutite' women 

At limes I grew as bold and tiashito is 
the heroes who bow bent the woim n i i 
their arms 1 would strut .itloss tin smti 
to Grace, the movie hall |Ust oppositi oui 
home in north ( alcutta win u wi In 1 
as falteiing teenagers (he aficiiioon 
matinee show was the s.ifLsl be t Ihi le t 
of the family siesiaed at that timi and 
tin toast was invariably deal Ihcii was 
only one problem I had to i iitfulK 
wateh out foi my father’s ti lends iiul hi 
had a vast number ol ihcm with this 
strange habit of popping up fiom no 
where and catihing me led handed as 1 
stood in the lorigepieue for thi lioni stall 
liekets 

Madiiubdla was then the theme lot 
the dreams of many young hoys (and 
adder men too, I am quite suie) and I had 
turned muny giddy cartwheels and tallen 
Hat foi her exquisite charms Whethe r 
she was playing a wispy ghost and sing 
ing "A vega, a vega ane ivafa”in a run 
away success like Mahalordmng a rol 
licking comedy role as in that superb film 
( hdlti Kd Nddm Cdddi. or even trans 
forming herself inin the inimitable and 
passionate Anarkali in Mufthdl e 
A/am where she brushed undei the tar 


pel the liitll lhis|>iaii enielitig ih' role 
of till lowaidiv Salim and si xily >wutlg 
Ini diltelahh hoiioiii in sing Mfolie 
p High It />( \,inj il il tin I g'ayo ri ", 
M iilhiib il I hid mi idling out ol hci 
Il Hills Shr III III Mil pillbtiund and 
at nil d In live mi mil mi alone, those 
yii\ s|)iiiil side long glantcs from the 
silvi I sciiiii I wi> hopelessly, truly 
hn|)i II ,sly til'll,Old 

And ihin Ihtrt w i-. Snihilra Sen She 
w IS lilt t •msL ol mv ni ai i niounieis wiih 
tit nil whin ,iltti suing hei iiii thi 
alien smiling pouiing and whisper 
ing love as she alone imild do with sinh 
c isiial miinilii i net Iwiikcdilu studs 
ol tiowded north laliiitta in i total 
dance and h.iil many ,i iiioiorist iiiiJ taxi 
ilrivti sencth his hiakis ind tuisi inn, 
ill the w.u lo iny loiiiittn past gintia 
dons VMiith young hoy of ihiiiitn can i 
evti toigd iht Ml! mil Rtnna U ov ii ol j 
kSapfapaili I In hi iiidlol danisil 'ion i 
Palashi in ff lUifiii Sill oiiventh i n'le | 
must Kadha ol Dwip lilv I i 'sin 1 
looked as Lxqiiisid in the Hindi I ho he ' 
made—He ll/as whn II 1 saw on i i m, 
Btmbdi hd B.ilm mdSjihnll' < ' nt 
fall! red many dinm ‘ ' 'h h .r lly 
mattered to im I u wi l ds s,n 
and me that thnioui Mi I i • wing 
“1 1 pdih I nil tin M / I It Ximan 
htiiti mini hulti > i I i ' i loi my 
e'vthisivn plt.iMoi i' n • d H " was 
impoitid all tin i I'lior re 

porn dlv II o 'n< O'-i in 

iho'c da’ •- 1 I I 11 I I I,i SI II 
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The middle class have nothing 
but myths to live for. If it is not 
ISharmila Tagore, it is 
Marxism. If it is not Marxism, 
it is Mohun Bagan 




III It > iintiiii liliiiiL mi iii.i(l(lLniii)^ 
nitlnl\ I linn II in ii i i iiniii il mill 
tnlhii I k h II I nil A ini hoi t timii it 
Hill \ini si i\s il I il s Itilt r tod ly 

I Vc II IS I mil 
SkI I III! 11(1 
link' I k illi \ s 


III IIII 


It ilU 


till I 1 r INI f.it\ Ilf inv 

im Ml )i \ siiays mio tht 
I II St ilf,i I ilu nu locly 


'"1^111 Kl n M IIIIII. I Uw (illur 
X II I HU I iiiiumliti lliiiiith not 
"iiliil Hill 1 St ili,i 1 lint tht V nil ml 
I 1 II I I tin in ill SI (I i\s 1 01 ihi \ 

SI I IS H III I I lllllul Hill toiliuliUii 

I III III II lull I till I III iiu til iimh 

II I I ill III V III! M i III If IS I M li 1 

'sHlIl I I HI IHItC vsll 1 ISIS I 1,11 II 
Is HU I S IIV III I HI / k )(/im / lIllIH t 

Il ill il II mm s Hill III 1 VII I Us 111(1 

<1 11 III I III <1 II 11 \ III I I I till (I to ill II (Tl 
Ml 11 Ml I I Sli vs IS 1 It fun IM 
I 111 I I lilt hi III till til with i qu tl 
i|i ml II Itll itlllM VSItll Htlllt ill 

Ml in I I SI Hill still ml tiiiil'lv MO 

M< It III 1) < it 11 mil skills I lu vs isvs ml 

iliiui ill IIS U lit f 11 mist lit 1 sniilt t 

him >t til tl Hill ii ISO il msoiiiimit 

vs lift nil III ivss III fill list nil my 
Hill I I IMS WHIM HI III ill It in lilt It 
( III till till I till 

I hi It lliiii ISIS Nut 111 I I mkv 

|>l lilt I I III VSOIll III vsll I itstiiimtl 
It nil iiiilvuilitv Hill iilti 11 i ijn It iims 
II I In t V Hit. tl III ml tilt I lit 

j t I III) n I II Ml ill). Ill il h III in 

Vv I lull) II ll<IVl)ll 1111 lt,t It till 111) 
lull I III li III vviitn m who iiliiin itt Iv 

vm III III 1 111 111 111 till sixtt t Mill III 1 
itlii II tin lisiHiitls mil ini I liny Its 
s 11 Hi ml Siiih III II tsiiliiin mill 
||>|>| I III nil lliiiqh I vv mill ollin 
vs H 11 1 IMS mill ill liilii miiittliss 

nth ivsi I I nil l(m).h 1 II kiiif, iiisliimiis 

HI till I III III I liuisi mtii iithii ijii 
H I IIV tl IIS II ihi sliilitisi piimii I 


lion Imni Nut HI \ii<l shi it 1 1 iinly tavt 
It to till III 111 lilt,! (iollops' 1 h'lnk 
hi i.viiis shi tils Mint lift films dull 
tiiiiiKlli nuisii tht iii),lui lull i iniiit I 
■in told lilt slinkv ),ootl looks in niiddit 
if,t hi i I\ti III Ml (imsi iiid lilt sit ipliss 
dits t III It show olt hit (lLivi),t to 
ubsi mil il Ills ml t),t will itti lit i tot il 
Iv tlilliiiiit kind of mditiut 1 am sun 
\iid liiili 111 worn inhood m its iiui tiadi 
tion V ill tutu full tin It liotn tht 
m 11 mil iti til ills till tl vvift to tin 
SI nsH H Ion)! Il ).,) t d sidiiitttss wt ill 
III Ml III 

\V iliii il I Ki hill HI 1 mil I litrli Ititr 
mil tl ok sonii linn to m itmi liki ).ooii 
Kui)Hiitlv vvmi I iiliki lilt wholisomt 
Nut in shi tud i In itiv ippt tl tdisimil 
toiith of ihf stnsiious md ihit tut 
1)11 iliiv of V dm I tliilily whiili im woo 
ivtn till di Mil I hi lit ( mu Dviit niii 
till id hi I with muih lovi mil miiih 
tin nil III ill oholit wifi tl 111)11 St nous 
mi tiissts md liiiiolii dt ithwisli vvoi ki d 
t()),tihii 111 supnnii svinlnon to pit tht 
biltii 111 him W ihttdi took his suiiidi 
will In til i til in Ins t rt ditoi s it It ist 
oi nil III II dint tin In I iti i liti shthis 
m irritd i nondistii|)t siiltv nliiiwith i 
|i 1st ihil wotilil |)ul 1 bisinqi to sh tmt 
Shi IS still VLtv bi mliliil md ititiiiiK 
viiv liliiitid vtii IS slit puts on tht 
in Hit It it t li H Kill I oil s md iMi lends ti 
I 111 ly till )l| ivviiii imi of niiddli i),l 
Bui how in 1 lomii ih iimtktniii). of 
till |)hIs( is Ihi IooIvv mI it ithitl i 
di iti mil), til SI ( ml > III I hi fiiiit/i oi Ihi 
tiiisstil hi iiibtat whin bki tin li),in 
d ii\ H III il It t Si It lit N Holt sht quitllv 
instil In 1 tyis I I look tt tht S ltd up 
till diivii HI \hlniiin md Soumtndii 
K IV s i Hill 11 tl ip|iiil ivtiv subtil 
luiirni of tht II mpi St th It I i),i il w ithin 
hit Uhittvii toll shi h IS doin in hir 
t 111 ly 1 Ml), I il I II tioni in i),iii)t d mier 



to a novite whore from a sensitive young 
Ktrl in searth of her dtsitny to a bucks 
ttr’s moll or a daiuit s mistiess Waheeda 
Kthman has tiquitttd htrstlf with dis 
tinciioii And untning sinsitivity 

But thtit wtit also htroints I distinc 
tlv disliked Vyjatiiim da for instance 
Sht was worst than a m)>htmdre in those 
days with her thick lipsand even thicker 
pan of cyiblows horsing around with 
snakes of all shapes and sizes in Njgin 
Hci marriage to a doctor atti i her much 
pubhtised affairs of iht hi ait with the 
two leading aelots of her time brought 
her caret r to a stritthmg halt and sht 
resumed hir love tor Bharata Natyam 
which may not have brought her as mfleh 
moniy as she tamed in hir heyday at 
1 oily wood but certainly tiimmed her 
figure and made hci look mine beautiful 
in middli age 

1 somitimis wonder now if it was her 
looks til It |)ut me off Vyianlimal i oi the 
comiiaiiy she kept Can you imagine a 
worn 111 being sit n aiiiund with the likes 
of Raj Kafiooi Dilip Kumar Fiadtep 
Klim It ot Kaiindta Kmn it even if she 
was str mded on a desert island with 
nothin) to I house bttwetn hut them and 
I btinih ol inthiopuids hanging by then 
iriils'’ .While I would have givtn her 
highit marks if shi had ihosin the 
anthiopoids 1 havt mvii teased to mat 
vil It tht kind of hciois who got away 
with all the kudos and the limelight 
dining till tifliis md sixties Ihey had 
nothing on thin sidi niithir looks nor 
acting skills And it can bt only compas 
Sion (11 a I HI tdse ot bureaucratic 
liiimom thit tan win tor actors like 
Sohiab Modi foi instanic the Uada 
sahib l*h ilki 'W iid Mi Modi is a good 
man But myont who flunks 1 iin kidding 
IS ri (|iitsltd to SI e a II lun of iny ot the 
old Sohi d> Modi ntovii s and li he i an sit 
till (High ill ihi e XII Mil iting h imming tor 
hall m houi will win my iispeet for all 
timt 

This IS tint ol ilmosi til the films of 
thit time and afiii I i avi out Balrai 
Sihm ind Guru Dull both remarkable 
aitors and you h ivc very little left tven 
though, foi a hajiless schoolboy with 
nothing but his davdii ims for tompany 
It was greit fun Dev Anand prancing 
around liki an imbeiilic adolesient with 
ted ants in his pants Dilip Kumar with a 
biogUL so thiik you toiild slice it with a 
buitetknifi Ra| Kapoor looking pathetic 
till eompli tely wrong itasons A fat 
aisid Pradeep Kumar looking forlornly 
asinine in moments of deep emotional 
stress Rajetidia Kumar hitting the bot 
tie, but not haid enough to spare us the 
subsequent tears and self pity Raaj 
Kumai hiding his banalitiis behind an 
ill fitting wig and pietentious accents 
that suddenly loilapsed in the middle of 
emotion charged dialogues Ihere was 
something deTightfuilv de/ian in all this, 
something authentic and funny despite 
Che super charged stenario But what is 
even funnier is that all these ham actors, 
and others like Shammi Kapoor and 
Sunil Dutt who followed them in ludie 
rous procession, soon took on the garb of 
gitat Ihespians Anywhere else in the 
world our film journalists would have 
easily earned si* years’ rigorous impns 
onment—or fifty lashes without an op 
tioii - for their unashamed and told 
blooded assault on both taste and the 
Pnglish language, here they were pub 
lished, feted and rewarded fo r retognis 

4 TAc “Seneam” days Raj Kapoor and 
Vyjamima/a 






Ma}0 Stnha (left), StharmiU laeorv 
(right) _^_ 

lot and even the greai ttchnohigKal 
innovations of the Hindi clntnirf jnd iht 
movie camera could do noihing to make 
them look even remoteh attractive, let 
alone beautiful True it was a pi nod of 
hit films and golden jubilees With Oil 
Deke Dekhos, Love in Simlasand Aas Jcj 
PanchiH galore But the heroines were as 
beastly as the heroes With the ridii ulous 
Shammi Kapoor, the pathetic Raitndra 
Kumar and the plain datntd stupid joy 
Mukherjee being examples ot the kind of 
superstars chat this period of daikness 
threw up' 

The only two exceptions to this set 
nano of bleats and yahoos were Sharmila 
Tagore and lanuja, the ‘intellectual 
stars’ 1 base always believed, from child 
hood, that the intellectual is a myth in 
our society And the intellectual woman 
IS only a figment of our feveied imagina 
tion She just does not exist except in 
fiction and the reveries of the educated 
middle class who have mane wives imbe 
elite daughters and shrewish mothers in 
law to deal with all the time The office 


girls are often lascivious and money 
grabbing Mistresses are expensive and 
demanding And even the after office 
visit to the slut house can be boring after 


ing such dubious acting talents And thus 
were the great myths of our time born 
If you are, incidentally, looking foi 
motives—I was not ~tt may be worth 
pointing out that many of our film jour 
nalists of the period were als doubling 
up as publicity agents for the different 
actors and acti esses—some openly, like 
Runnv Reuben others on the sly 

B UI easy reputations were not just 
being built by the heroes Many 
ordinary actiesses became great 
heroines Cheap comics became out 
standing artistes Sidey character actors 
were eulogi/ed as remarkable stylists 
petty larcenists as great villains Every 
thing was larger than life Fven the 
performances The mythology of the tom 
mercial cinema was finally established— 
as an alternative to visible reality, with 
Its boredom and its futilities 

Look at Meena Kuman She made a 
superb dipsomaniac in baheb Bibi aur 
GhuJam, a role many still say fitted her 
like a glove, for more reasons than just 
her histrionic skills As she sang “Na jaan 
saiyan chhurha ke haiyan" with unpara 
lleled sensuality, many of us sat through 
the footage with our legs tightly crossed 
so as not to embarrass the elderly audi 
ence around us But for that solitary 
spark of sexuality and her delightful role 
m Kohinoor,a rare swashbuckling com¬ 
edy, Meena Kumari on the screen was as 
starched as the dhobi's laundry and rigor 
mortis had set into her marrows, alas, 
long before she actually succumbed to 
cirrhosis of the liver In real life, 1 am 
told, she was quite different and her 
countless paramours remain to describe 
her artistry in the boudoir Some of them 
have climbed the ladder of success, 
thanks to her Others have, reportedly, 
pinched her diaries and sold off her 


died a lonely, lovely woman her heart 
empty and bereft of love 

Nargis I nevei quite cared for Many 
ot my friends swooned over her frail 
beauty, but she always reminded me of a 
filly gone astray She had such a strange 
resemblance to Anna Sewell’s protagon 
1 st that she left me quite cold, although I 
have always, for some strange reason, 
cared much for frailty m a woman She 
looked shrewd and much more real than 
a schoolboy’s fragile dreams And in any 
case, a film with a title like Mother India 
can put off even the most ardent fan, 
however dedicated he may be to either 
Nargis or his country I cated for neither 
oveimuch in those days 

Vyjantimala is still trying to keep her 
name alive, dam mg But she has not a 
chance in the world with much more 
accomplished dancers like Yamini Krish 
namurthv and Sonal Mansingh around 
Waheeda Rehman is gracefully aging 
Mala Sinha is still struggling to stay in 
her piece of sunlight as it keeps moving 
away Suchiira Sen has turned a recluse 
Madhubala is as dead as a slab of beauti 
ful marble Meena Kumari lives on as a 
controversial legend even afiei her 
death Yet look where the white san has 
taken Jaddanbai’s Beti today' 

T hen came the great divide That vast 
patch of starless dark when only 
glow wot ms like Asha Parekh and Sadha 
na, Nanda, Babita and Saira Banu ruled 
the heavens They were a strange, dumb 


a while So what does this vast arinv of 
middle aged clerks and office goers do 
foi then leisun but seek recourse ui 
films and football and occasionally in 
wish fulfilment Ihis is what the enter 
tainment industry, both legitimate and 
underground and the porn business 
thrive on—the literate middle class with 
Its pretentious values, absurd motes and 
painful self pity They have nothing but 
myths to live for If it is not Sharmila 
Tagore it is Marxism If it is not Marx 
ism, It IS Mohun Bagan 

Shaimila lagorc and laniija were a 
godsend for this class It was tlieii great 
escape from then AJdaand Ihol Bhat 
culture, from the boredom of Vividh 
Bharati and whoring after office hours 
And thus was the great myth ot thb 
intellectual woman nurtured in filmdom, 
even as Sharmila lagore wore a diamond 
in her navel and gyrated to the strains of 
Shankar Jaikishen in An tvenmg in 
Pa/is^nd Tanuja tried desperat Jv hard 
to look both intelligent and expensive at 
the same time It was a tragic effoi t even 
at the best of times and La Tagore finally 
found herself in the remote marshlands 
of the serious cinema (where she has 
done very well 1 am told) and lanuja 
oscillated between smalltime Hindi films 
and Bengali directors in search of incx 
pensive glamour imported fiom the hin 
terlaqds of the Bombay celluloid world 
But It will be unfaii to write them off In 
a period of darkness they were the only 



Each and every character you 
see on the silver screen comes 
alive in your everyday life if 


poems as song lyrics Still others have 
used her, and then treated her rather 
shabbily Her marriage, in any case, was 
a disaster from its very beginning She 
began to take her roles as tragedienne 
too seriously After that, self-destruction 
can be the only way out Her swan song, 
Pakt^tah, ran to packed houses and 
filled her ex-husband’s coffers—but she 


only you choose to see them instead 
of deluding yourself (hat all 9 
Hindi film characters are 9 
fake, unreal. lir lW 
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stray shafts of light, however faint they 
may have been. 

in fact, it was Shanmla Tagore who 
started this whole business awut the 
New Morality It was she who took off her 
clothes one day and got into a skimpy 
little bikini which revealed much more 
than what it hid And she certainly did it 
with great style For she had the figure to 
dare it Today the Zeenat Amans, Par 
veen Babis, Rekhas and Shabana Azmis 
follow the mores she launched over a 
decade back— but often with disastrous 
consequences Rumour has it that Zeenat 
Aman has attempted suicide after her 
humiliating affair with San>ay Khan 
Parveen Babi has been declared Bonkers 
by her psychiatrist, and can perhaps 
never live a normal life again Both the 
vivacious Rekha. now a total recluse, and 
the exquisite Shabana Azmi have 
changed their lovers often enough to 
evoke the suspicion that they will age 
into ciotchety spinsters 

B ut then, it the sixties were such a 
barren period and almost all the 
women who came to the silver screen 
were such dead bores, why did people 
still throng the movie halls’ What was 
the lure that kept pulling them like a 
magic magnet to the crowded ticket 
countits-’ Why did black marketeers 
piospcr and why were the crowds willing 
to pay fahiilotis prices to set eyen a low 
second late movie with a third rate hero 
and hi tome horsing aiound'* 

Strange as the thesis may seem, I 
suspect this IS because the Hindi film 
actually manages to give the milling 
masses a closer and in a sense, more 
authentic look at icality and the strange 
complexes and quirks that the social 
system suffeis from In other words, our 
commercial films are much closer to life 
than we leally want to believe There is 
this strange, quasi intellectual premise 
being bandied around that the Hindi film 
IS an inauthentic genre, the mere handis 
ing of iinieal dreams to a semiliterate 
audience This is fiankly, poppycock 
We have a peculiai condescension to 
wards out own couniiymen, this refusal 
to accept their ability to distinguish 
between what is right and what is wrong, 
what IS good and what is had, what is 
intelligent and what is foolish 

As someone who has often seen the 
public behave* with dignity, taste and 
good sense, I refuse to accept this pre¬ 
mise that our intellectuals and academi 
Clans have always tiied to sell us with 
faulty logit and quite indefensible evi 
dence People enjoy Hindi films because 
they iftiderstand the language of the 
commercial cinema, they empathise with 
Its values, they identify with the charac 
lers and recognise the stereotypes That 
IS perhaps why children in halfpants and 
frocks gel hooked on them before they 
are even fully aware of the facts of life, 
before they can recognise the difference 
betweeeh the clowns and the villains, the 
molls and the virgins 


H indi films again have always 
preached a rather commendable 
philosophy. Good always wins over evil 
justice invanebly triumphs Hie smug* 
^ers are always brou^t to justice, even 
when smug^mg funds are used to fi¬ 
nance suchnlms And the good woman 
always wins her man m the end Good is 
really good and shines like a sparklmg 
lodestar, evil remains really evil and 
nosedives into the darkest of pits Black 
and white are clear opposites, and the 
hero and the heroine always take sides 
The right sides There is no scope for sly 
compromises or the mixing of alloys 
Truth, justice and fairplay are absolute 
verities What better lessons would you 
like your children to learn’ It is true, 
reality is sometimes more ambiguous— 
but should we not strive towards what is 
ideal’ bi Hindi films every emotion, 
every virtue and every vice is pure, 
elemental, and uncompromised That is 
why we suffer when the hero’s ageing 
father is ill and confined to bed, or when 
his mother works on the ctern^ sewing 
machine to earn enough to brine up her 
children on dry chappatis And when, 
after that staple diet of dry chappaas,the 
skinny brat with woe begone eyes sud 
denly ^ows up with a ouick dissolve into 
Amitaoh Bachhan striding down a dark 
lit lane as the front bencheis clap hyster 
ically and the women around you loudly 
Mgh m sensuous an/i<tt, you feel the 
sudden quickening of the pulse because 
you recognise yourself 

Yes, more'often than not,it u you on 
the screen Seeing yourself precisely as 
you had always dreamt that you were 
Not that murky little clerk sitting behind 
a deskful of files or that stupid henpeck 
ed husband going shopping every morn 
mg with your cretinous mother in law 
Not that lying, scheming, friendless, 
wheeler dealer you know yourself to 
be— nor that imbecilic commuter 
reaching the city every morning from 
outlying suburbia to earn your daily 
tarka roa For once, you see yourself, 
precisely as you have always imagined— 
or known—yourself to be Not as others 
have described you over the years Your 
iinimagtnativt p.arcnts your shrewish 
wife voiii LxploiiatiM in laws youi ex 
travagaiit mistress holt d up m some dit tv 
old lane somt whttc your spoilt children, 
or vour insensitive boss who refuses to 
acknowledge your true worth 

Look atnund you Mohan Chhott or 
Mukri in k/idki shorts playing the eternal 
havaldar who is an absolute goof is just 
as real as Shashi Kapoor, the shanf 
hddmash, who dons the uniform of an 
inspector and is willing to shoot his own 
brother for the sake of his calling Both 
are as real, as true to life Look inside a 
smokey, dark bar in Dharmatalla and you 
are bound to see Bindu or Shashikala 
Stand outside a girts’ college and you will 
see Jaya Bhaduris, Smita Patels and 
Reena Roys by the dozen At any night 
club you are likely to bump into Kalpana 
Iyer or Komilla Wirk They are all real, 


Cinema verite, or the cinema of 
reality^ is, frankly, a bit |||| |H 
of a myth. And also, 
perhaps, a bit of a fraud, ■r mW 



always for keeps Life is one big adven 
ture only if you recognise it as such Dt 
aur do is always oditch 

For every handful of dull intellectual! 
and eggheads who want to sit through the 
excruciating experience of watching 
‘good cinema’ there are millions of peo 
milling outside the halls showing 
‘popular entertainment’ And that is as it 
snould be Why should I pay hard earned 
money saved from the taxman’s clutches 
to watth a bus driver’s wife wan for her 
husband with a tiffin earner tor hours if I 
tan, for the same value, watch the inimit 
able Rekha and die a million deaths to 
see her smile’ To accept this truth, all 
you have to give up are your pretensions, 
your intellectual hangups 

As for ‘reality’, I am not so suie it is 
that important The Hindi film deals with 
far more tangible truths in its dtte>mpt to 
get under the skin of the visible \ e-rities 
If we were only interested in seeing a 
reflection of the reality around us, we 
would see only documentary films If we 
just wanted reality m art, and all assess 
ment of creativity was based on how 
close It was to the realities around us, 
almost all the great masteis would be 
rejects This is true for the theatre, 
music, literature, dance or any an form 
for that matter By det taring from visible 
truths at times, all signifu ant -and mod 
ern—art Jorms have sought to create a 
greater awareness of truth Distoition 
surrealism, absiiattion, exaggeiation - 
all these are essential tools m the hands 
of competent cicative people, and all 
these help to create a more heightened 
awareness of the reality that swirls 
around us Thi quest loi rellecnng truth 
with a diaughtsman s precision wis nev 
er consider! d great ait ever 

The entertainment formula that is 
often criticised, the sung and dance stuff 
that IS the standard input into any Hindi 
film of the commercial genre is equally 
valid, and has always played an inipur 
rant role in the peiforming arts lake 
Sanskrit drama or Greek ti.«gedv for 
instanee The moialising, the search for 
unerring blacks and whites in any situa 
tion, the musical inteihides the come 
dians and the villains the tragic 
heroine—all these eotne from the hoaiv 
past And all these be long to the most 
vital genres ot cieativity There is no 
thing vulgar about them, nothing degen 
erate It is only the lealousy of the 
incapable and the incompetent against 
tho success and the glamour of the 
popular cinema that has nurtured this 
myth of the corrosive influence of Hindi 
films on our society, our culture and our 
children 

For those who speak of violence, one 
can name countless serious films where 
the violence is just as gory, if not more, 
and there is not even the mitigating 
consolation that this violence is commit 
ted towards propagating a moral cause, 
as IS almost invariably the case with 
Hindi film stories Slaughter, mayhem, 
suicide, the brutality committed on 
women, child abuse, caste wars, the 
boredom and the futility of life, divorce, 
abortion, arson, rape and loot these are 
as much the theme of serious films as 
they are elements in the commercial 
cinema And I have seen them shown in 
far more agonising detail in serious films 
The dishum disjium fight sequences in 
Hindi films are superbly choreog 
raphed—they look almost like dance 







Compare them with the hard, brittle, 
ruthless violence in serious cinema and I 
am sure you will find the latter more 
painful, much more difficult to take. And 
underlying all the violence, the hate and 
the agony in a Hindi film is a subterra¬ 
nean sense of spoof, a delightful perspec¬ 
tive of joy and fulfilment, the victory of 
good over evil, justice over oppression. It 
is the inherent optimism and joie de 
vivre that makes the commercial cinema 
so poptiiar, so successful 

T he same is true for sex. Hindi films 
still nurture the great world of ro¬ 
mance at a tune when such values are 
slowly dying out. The great songs of the 
Hindi cinema—written by some of the 
finest poets in the land; Sahir, Shailen- 
dra, Kaifi, Majrooh Sultanpuri and, now, 
Gulzar—have institutionalised this ro¬ 
mance. There is no head-on, hard-core 
sex as such If concepts like love and 
romance still play a role in our lives in 
today’s society, it is only because the 
Hindi film has kept them alive Ennui, 
futility, defeat, the unhappiness of the 
human predicament, existential despair, 
the inevitable destruction of human re¬ 
lationships—these are the abiding con¬ 
cerns of the serious cinema. But I would 
still love to see Rekha in soft focus 
enter Amitabh Bachchan’s arms as 
Kaifi's tender lyrics create the subtle 
ambience of love, loneliness and un¬ 
forgettable romance and the camera 
eavesdrops with gentleness, with loving 
care on each detail. This is the language 
of love 1 understand. And many of us still 
do—even as the crass, the degenerate 
and the painfully ‘honest’ world of real¬ 
ity invades our lives. 

Long before Sachin Dev Burman sang 
Men duniya hai Ma fere anchal mem, the 
Oedipus complex had come to stay in our 
films. It IS always the mother who has to 
finally approve the hero’s girlfriend, 
even if her virginity is intact and she is 
more pure than the waters of the Ganga 
It IS always the poor mother who has to 
slog on the eternal sewing machine, face 
the taunting neighbours, wash dirty bar- 
tans all day long, starve and work as a 
domestic help in order to rear her ladia 
and send him to the best English medium 
school in town. And the ladia, even after 
prancing giddily around the chinars in 
Kashmir with an overdressed and tightly 
corseted girlfriend, manages to get a first 
class first and brings home the girl he 
loves for his mother’s final approval, so 
what if his comedian fiicnd has already 
sounded the old lady on the romance 
Every time there is a close-up of 
Sulochona’s hands on the handle of the 
pram, every tune the camera eavesdrops 
on Achala Sachdev singing a lullaby and 
rocking the cradle, every time the zoom 
lens zeroes in on poor Duian as she cooks 
a humble meal in a tumbledown kitchen, 
why do we get a strange lump working up 
ourthroatsp Why is it that every time 
ManRiohan Kruhna or whoevet is play* 
ing the hero's or heroine’s father dies on 
M elaborate bed and the violins in the 
background scream to a crescendo, our 
eyes begin to teak 'like the Calcutta 
Corporation water pipes? Why is it that 
even if the heroine unwittingly spends a 
stormy night in the hero’s arms and 
realises a week later that she is irrevoc¬ 
ably pregnant, we are witling to forgive 
her sins and still call her a ^vuri? 
Why does our blood boil when the villain 
tortures the hero in a death pit or molests 



the heroine before finally getting the 
lambasting of his life and being carried 
away by the police who invariably arrive 
a little late’ Somewhere in our heart of 
hearts, even though we never want to 
admit it, we identify with the various 
characters much more easily than we 
give ourselves credit for When we go to 
see a popular Hindi film we are far more 
vulnerable to our emotions than we tend 
to think. Our tears flow more easily Our 
laughter is more spontaneous. Our anger 
IS more impulsive 

We become conscious spectators 
when we watch an art film. We are 
always on the guard and looking our for 
familiar faces who might have come to 
the auditorium To see a Kumar Shahani 
or an Aravindym film, you see, is ’the 
proper thing’ to do But when you are 
watching the trials and tribulations of 
Julie or helplessly weeping over the 
sorrows of Bobby or being swept off your 
feet by the sheer tragedy that faces the 
beautiful Noone, you are a complete 
non-entity No one is bothered in the 
movie hall with your sodial and mtellec- 
tual status If you happen to bump into a 
friend, you either look away, embarras¬ 
sed—or pass the visit off as a silly 
attempt to kill time But most of us will 
stand in the never-ending Advance Book¬ 
ing queues or even spend a mini-fortime 
on tickets in black, white,blue or pink if a 
Sholay or a Trisbul comes to town 

Why’ Because we love to see our 
heroines, dressed in the best silks and 
chiffons, fall head over heels in love with 
the heroes, no matter if both of them, 
with their post-thirty tyres of lard in the 
waistline, pretend to be sweet sixteen. 
Because we are fascinated by poor pro¬ 
fessors hviiig in luxury apartments that 
even a Birla or a Chowgule could hardly 
afford Because all our suppressed hurts 
and angers come to the fore when blood 
and gore take over in large doses. Be¬ 
cause we fantasise about basic loves and 
hates in black and white, even if they are 
presented on screen in multicolour. Be 
cause, and this I think is most important, 
we are left alone in the darkened movie 
halls with our emotions. 

From the privileged minister’s son to 


the urchin growing up on the siret-is of 
dishevelled Calcutta, from ihe lonely 
streetwalker outside the Vuiona Memo¬ 
rial at dusk to the blind beggar with a 
harmonium slung around his neck — 
they all sing Hindi film songs The linker, 
the tailor, the bootblack, the vcndoi, the 
young girl waiting for her lovei on a 
bench ^side the Strand, the constable 
ambling home after a long, strenuous day 
collecting bribes from the drivers of 
overloaded lorries, the young executive 
enjoying a night out at Mags, the snug¬ 
gling poet in search of a dream he knows 
he can never realise. They all hum the 
stray line under their breath For there is 
a song for every person, and every emo¬ 
tion There is a song for every grief and 
every joy We hum them in our bath¬ 
rooms, in offices, in crowded bu.ses and 
trains, in public urinals and long ration 
queues as we stand after a long day with 
empty kerosene cans in our hands We 
sing them aloud on lonely beaches and in 
forests aglow with mysterious twilight. 
We whistle them as we sit beside the 
windows of empty trains hurtling into the 
night, and all our sorrows, aU our griefs 
turn to song. 

We all tap our feet when Lata Man- 

f eshkar smgs “Arre jhoot bole icaua 
are "hr Mukesh serenades "Kabbi kabhi 
mere dil mem ” or Kishore Kumar yodles 
“Turn bin jaoon kahan”. Some of the 
songs from the fifties and sixties are just 
as popular now as they were when the 
audience first succumb^ to them. Think 
of the songs from Guide, or, even earlier, 
Madhamatt Think of Mughal-e-Azam. 
Think of Sachin Dev Burman or Salil 
Chowdhury, Naushad or O. P. Nayyar in 
their heyday. Even now.every time we 
meet the woman of our dreams we hum 
under our breath, “Chaudvm ka chand 
ho”, everytime we are smitten by sorrow 
we break into “Asoon bhan hat ye jeevan 
ki rahe”, and everytime we get ditched 
in love we sing out aloud “Jane wo kaise 
log the jinke pyarko pyarmila, humne to 
Jab kaltyan mangi kanto ka hear mila”. 
Who ever thinks of Shakespeare or 
Rabindranath Tagore at such times? Not 
me 


And why do you think HMV and 
Polydor — those who have made their 
fortunes on Hindi film music — keep 
reissuing old favourites every year’ Nos¬ 
talgia keeps theu cash registers ringing; 
royalties pUe up; the repertoire stays 
alive over decades. The music like the 
Charminar cigarette, cuts across all com¬ 
munities all classes, all peoples of this 
subcontinent Muslims sing filmi bha- 
Jans. Hindus clap to qawailis and sing 
fullthroated paeans to Allah Even dur¬ 
ing the worst days of the anti-Hindi 
movement in the South, no one protested 
wainst the blaring of Hindi film sohgs 
The commercial cinema cuts across all 
pettyminded communalism When Vinod 
Khanna clasps Shabana Azmi in his arms 
under a white bedsheei in Shaque or a 
Christian Mala Smha climbs into Oihp 
Kumar’s hirsute Islamic embrace, not an 
eyebrow is raised, never is a single 
question asked. When a rustic Jat like 
Dhaimendra smooches Tamilian Hcma 
Malini in broad daylight and acknow¬ 
ledges that they are in desperate love, no 
one ever wonders which language will 
acquire primacy in their intimate conver¬ 
sations — Hindi, Punjabi, Tamil or En¬ 
glish. The three-language formula works 
perfectly — unless you consider the 
fourth, body language 

IS 
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A bhssomjtig taimat; Rekha ^ 

I T was Rdj Kapoor, ihe great showman, 
and his superhit Bobby that set in a 
completely new tiend in the making of 
love stories in Hindi cinema Dimple 
Kapadia and Rishi Kapoor brought in a 
breath of fresh air on the screen and 
saved the scene from the stale histrionics 
of Rajesh Khanna and his kind What an 
irony that Mr Khanna later married Ms 
Kapadia, caged her in the golden pinjra 
of matrimony, made her sire two daugh 
ters and converted her from an impish 
teenager into a fat and dowdy prospec 
tive divorcee' Dimple lost her charms 
prematurely but many others took up the 
cudgel on her behalf And while Ms 
Kapadia went into prematuie retire 
ment, /eenat Aman, Parveen Babi and 
Rekha ruled the roost with their new 
found sexy image that liberated ihe 
prototype heroine from the folds ot the 
eternal seven yards of Kanjeevaram silk 
to modish slit skirts, mint cholis, backless 
evening gowns and sarees worn un 
ashamedly at least six inches below the f 
navel If you did not approve of this kind f 
of baring and daring you could always 
shut your eyes tight or watch Jaya Bha S 
dun movies Ms Bhaduri, who shot into <5 
fame wi*h her very first film Outfdi.had 
hei peculiar sugary charm and quite a 
large fan following I here was a crafty 
careful carelessness about her that won a 
million hearts And she was a rather good 
actress too 

Now, of course, the lavishingly 
beautiful Rekha has come and taken 
everyone by storm Hers is a miracle The 
ugly duckling has blossomed into a swan 
The child of Gemini Ganeshan and his 
mistress Push|iavalli, Rekha spent a trou 
bled childhood trying to come to tciins 
with her environment She climbed the 
ladder of stardom the hard and cruel 
way, with jeers and w olf whistles accoin 
panying her most of the way But, in the 
process, she has sharpened her acting 
skills and blossomed into an exquisite 
woman Her beauty is now peerless and 
her sex appeal instant She is the woman 
of everyone’s dreams and has dislodged 
all the others — Hema Malini, Zecnat 
Aman, Parveen Babi, Raakhee The awk 
ward village belle of Sawan Bhadoa is 
today Hindi filmdom's unquestioned 
empress And, thank god, she now be 
haves like one 

But Rekha is not just a star She is a 
consummate actress, though not as often 
utilised She commands extraordinarily 
versatile acting skills and, I am sure, 
given the opportunity, she can make 
chhutti of all our so called gieat actres 
ses Directors like Hnshikesh Mukherjee 
and Muzaffar Ah are now taking her on 
and if her actmg in Khubsoorat i' any 
indication, Rekha has certainly launched 
herself on the high road of making film 
history Even in a multi starrer like Mu 
qaddar ka Sikandar, where her skills are 
pitched against quite a few of our leading 
stars and her role is comparatively brief, 
she usurps some of the most memorable 
scenes And that is true for almost all the 
recent Rekha starrers She is so good that 
almost no one else has half a chance to 
start with But beauty and acting skills 
are only two of Rekha's assets To be No 
1 takes much more — and Rekha has 
those qualities in ample measure as well 
Hard professionalism, and a no holds 
barred approach to the world of compcti 
lion She began a bit hesitantly, behaved 
temperamentally at times, threw tan* 


trums and lost films halfway through the 
shooting One lelationship aftei another 
— with some of the seediest males avail 
able in the gutters of the industry — 
turned her chances of hitting bigtime 
Till I am told, came along Amitahh 
Baihihan Leaving behind at home his 
gifted, though somewhat dull wife Mr 
Barhchan took 11 upon himself to nurture 
this wild rose of the industry with his 
own hands, and with much loving care 
The outcome’ A new, chastened, more 
professional Rekha I he Rekha who has 
hiled filmdom’s most priced slot 

Mr Bachchan of course, has the Midas 
touch and whatever he touches turns to 
gold Ihe media has a running battle 
against him Competition has often tried 
to trip him over Lven his primal promo 
ters Salim and Javed, have now turned 
awa\ — and aie promoting other actors 
other stars But Amirabh Bachchan re 
mains undaunted Outs hard work and 
rare professionalism are his most < rucial 
assets His voice, his smouldering eyes 
and his unlimited range as an actoi spells 
nothing but class And his haid, bitter, 
angry young man image — the iconoclast 
that we all identify with in our most 
secret diearns 

Besides Rekha and Amitabh Bach 
chan, we have Shabana Azmi now Shaba 
na, the sensitive poet’s daughter, has 
suddenly found herself profiled into 
big time entertainment She began with 
Shvam Senegal’s Ankui and was instant 
Iv a big hit in the small film genre But 
astute as she was, it was only a matter of 
days before she began dividing her time 
between Satyajit Ray and Manmohan 
Desai, Sat Paranjpe and Basu Chatterjee, 
M S Sathyu and B Nagi Reddy And it 
has been that wav since lhat she would 
succeed in each genre was always ob 
vious For not only is she devastatingly 
beautiful, in a totally unique kind of way, 
but she also acts with supreme confi 
dence and skill 1 would latr her the 
finest actress the Indian screen has ever 
produced — and quite a remarkably 
attractive woman Her histrionic range is 


unique and she does wonders with any 
kind of role Ankar or Parvansh, bwawi 
or Amar Akbar Anthony Shatranj ke 
khi/ari or funoon, Shaque or Sparth 
give hei any role big or small, tragic or 
tunny, intelligent or downright stupid, 
and she will make it tick like no one else 
can If the media stopped chasing her 
with gossip and gave her the kudos she 
deserved it would go a long way towards 
building a star who combines unmatched 
acting skills and high professionalism 
with rare beauty and sensitivity 

With Rekha and Shabana — and 
Amitabh Bachchan - right at the top, 
the Hindi film si enc moves into the 
eighties There are now pressures build¬ 
ing up from the sidelines The serious 
cinema, the small budget film, cinema 
vente — all of them aie building up their 
own audiences, however small And 
rightly so But I am almost certain that 
thi Hindi commercial film will continue 
its heady odyssey right through this 
decade, picking up an increasingly larger 
audience, young and uid, intelligent and 
stupid, as chaotic and as confused as any 
cioss community, cross cultural audience 
IS likely to be in this country 

Everything wdl be true to life — as 
real as our dreams, as false as our 
virtues, as complex as the simplest emo 
tion That is precisely whs the Hindi film 
means so much to all of us It is the 
ultimate and must convincing manifesta 
tion of our complex, confused and de 
lightfully eccentiic culture Colourful, 
chaotic, exciting — it gives us the heady 
taste of life as we have known it, as we 
want to believe it to be Sometimes 
kinky, often flak Plagiarised, liftid 
wholesale from many western films, /any 
and yet utterly, utterly Hindustani it 
represents all that we, and mu world, 
stand for As the eternal hobo of the 
screen sings lustily on tht opin road in 
Shrt 420 “Mora juta h 11 /apani yeh 
patloon fcng/isfaiii, sat pt tal topi Russi, 
phir bhi dll hti Hindustani ' 

So move 01 c i Mt 1 11 lul ami let the 
razmatazz take inm. ■ 
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E J VER since 18 June, 
when (hree men were 
shot dead by the police 
and a woman stripped, 

, . 1 . I. beaten and humiliated 
in the open square, the people of | 
Baghpat have Wen in the grip of ™ 
terror. “Everyone in Baghpat i.s 2 
scared. If you ask anyone on the ^ 
road they will not tell you anythinr | 
about the incident They are scared o 
that the police will take revenge if 
they say anything against the 
police.” Wmarjeet Singh, an advo¬ 
cate who lives near the town square 
where the incident occurred, tells 
us This is true A shopkeeper near 
the square tells us plainly that he 
does not know anything about the 
incident. We ask a boy to accompany 
us to the house of Helen, a nurse, 
who had gone to aid the molested 
woman when she had been removed 
to the police station The boy refuses 
flatly. “If I accompany you and I am 
seen then the police will come and 
take me away after you all have 
gone." It IS only inside rooms or 
outside the public eye that people 
tell us their versions of what hap¬ 
pened on the afternoon of 18 June 
The following version was corrobo¬ 
rated by Jagbir Singh, an advocate, 
from whose village the molested 
woman comes. 

On 18 June, at around midday, a 
cream Ambassador car, UPG 6()0S, I 
. drew up at the town .square and I 
stopped to get a punctured tyre J 
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rape a pregnant housewife, after simply killing her 
husband and two others? SAUMrr||y||URJEE 
finds out.^5;__^ 
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mended. There were seven people m 
the car — six men and one woman. 
The woman was pregnant. Potir men 
gut out and went to a nearby liquor 
shop to fetch some beer while the 
person who was driving the car got 
out and went to the workshop to get 
the tyre repaired. A man wearing a 
vest and trousers walked up to the 
car. According to Jagbir Singh, "He 
then came up to the woman and 
started talking to the woman and 
held her hand. At this the woman 
protested.” Her husband, who was 
among the men who had gone to the 
liquor shop, heard his wife’s protests 
and came to the car. A scuffle be¬ 
tween the twb men followed The 
man in the vest left the place and 
returned shortly, accompanied by an 
armed police force. The passengers 
of the car became apprehensive and 
asked the driver to drive away. But 
the car refused to start. So, three of 
the occupants of the car got down 
and started pushing the car. At this, 
without any provocation, the police 
opened fire. Two men dropped dead 
instantly, shot in the back. The third 


The spot where the three “dacotts” 



D P Caur, police station in-chargc 


man rushed towards the crowd of 
people which had by now gathered, 
but even while he was doing so, he 
was shot dead. The two other men in 
the car got out and ran, and the 
police were unable to get hold of 
them. 

After this the lady in the car. 


shot dead by policemen 


Maya Tyagi, was dragged oiu ,uv! 
beaten. Her petticoat and san were 
torn off. She streamed Then hei 
legs were held apart by two noluo- 
men while a third inserted a baton 
into her vagina. Those in the crowd 
who tried to intervene, were roughly 
prevented from doing so. She "was 
dragged to the police station, naked 
In a gesture of sympathy, someone 
from the crowd threw a kuii.t at her 
with which she managed to tuvei 
herselt partidliv. She wos liieu 
taken, along with the di ivei, into the 
polite station under aiiesi. 

The three people shot dead were 
Ishwar Tyagi, Maya Tyagi s iius- 
band, Surendra Thakur and Kaien- 
dra Gaur Ishwar Tyagi was trom 
Talheta village in Ghariabad; the 
police station is Modinagar Tiie two 
others were from Bularidshahr 
Ishwar Tyagi used to work in a 
tdCMiiy in Faridabad. The person 
who had approached the car in a 
vest and trousers was sub-inspecroi 
Narendra Kumar Singh. 

Jagbir Singh reached the spoi 
light after the incident had occur 
led, and met Maya Tyagi the same 







Maya Tyagi's bruised and swollen 
tne, tull of pus 


day. Maya Tyagi told him that she 
was going with her husband to Sans.- 
alputti to attend the marriage of hei 
niece, and the attack was totalis 
unprovoked. Jagbir Singh hao como 
to know of the incident anr: hjo 
immediately rushed tov/ar-J ci '* 
spot. He learnt that the v.o .n 
belonged to his village, Sankal, i.tn. 
“I did not know that any v/<Huan 
from my village was assocl.^ted with 
dacoits. It was very difficui* to be¬ 
lieve this. Sd I became very .suspi¬ 
cious and enquired; i '}i..covefeU 
that she in fact had not been associ¬ 
ated with any dacoits 1 saw her as 
soon as she was being put in a'policS 
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Jeep and was being taken away As 
soon as she saw me she asked me to 
help her. She said that the police 
would kill her just the way they had 
killed her husband, so that no one 
could give evidence against the 
olice. So 1 stopped the jeep, as 1 
new the DSP, and spoke to her. She 
told me all that had happened Ulti¬ 
mately I pleaded with the DSP to 
accompany her. They allowed it.” 

They then left for Meerut where 
she was admitted to the Dufferin 
Hospital on 18 th. There she was 
medically examined and treated. 
The medical report issued by Dr 
Pant says that there were nail in¬ 
juries on her right breast, multiple 
contusions on her back, buttocks, 
thighs and hands. There was a lacer¬ 
ated tear on her right foot and a 
vagina] tear with bleeding. The ex¬ 
amining doctor is unambiguous: Tn 
my opinion, it is a case of rape.’ 

On 19 June, Jagbir Singh moved a 
bail application for Maya Tyagi’s 
release but it was rejected as the 
court had by then not received the 
papers concerning her arrest. The 
next day. 20 June, she was granted 
bail at 2.30 pm, but was not released 
till 8 pm. Jagbir Singh said that only 
when he threatened the police with 
contempt of court did they release 
her. The jpolice all along insisted 
that they had not received the bail 
order. Maya Tyam was taken away 
from the hospital by her brother to 
Modinagar. 

Once out on bail, Maya Tyagi 
filed an application with the district 
magistrate of Meerut on 21 June, 
ana stated what had happened to 
her. She also specifically com¬ 
plained that inside the police station 
she was raped many times. Her 
ornaments, which, she said, con¬ 
sisted of two sets of bangles, a 
necklace with pendant, earrings. 


and two finger rings amounting to 15 
tolas in gold, were forcibly taken off 
her and not returned (she was going 
to attend a marriage; therefore the 
ornaments.) Besides, a wristwatch 
which she was carrying in her bag 
was not returned. 

The police, of course, have a 
different story It is also a story 
which can be punched full of holes. 
“How can a woman be raped in a 
police station when there is a mas¬ 
sive crowd standing outside?” the 
SHO, Baghpat, D. P Gaur asked. D. 
P. Gaur had been posted to Baghpat 
two months back. According to the 
police, on June 18 in the afternoon, 
an informer came and told sub¬ 
inspector Narendra Singh that a 
group of dacoits, along with a 
woman, had arrived at Baghpat and 
that they had stopped at the square. 


The ramshackle garage where the car 
bad come to replace a tyre 



Promptly, Singh went up to them 
and asked them who they were. The 
men refused to part with their 
names, according to the police. 
Narendra Singh then caught hold of 
the collar of one of the people whom 
he described as a ‘bad character ’ 
The ‘bad character’ promptly drew 
his revolver and fired in the air, say 
the police. Narendra Singh then left 
to fetch reinforcements Before the 
police arrived, the crowd who had 
gathered started stoning the alleged 
‘dacoits’ waiting near the car. The 
‘bad characters’ then took out4heir 
revolvers and staited waving them 
at the crowd. Immediately the police 
arrived and one of the ‘bad charac¬ 
ters’ opened fire. At this point, the 
police returned the fire and there 
was a shoot-out. During the encoun¬ 
ter three people were shot dead and 
two people took to their heels and 
fled. Narendra Kumar Singh chased 
them but was not able to catch up 
with them. When he returhed to the 
scene, according to the statement he 
issued after the incident, “I saw that 
the crowd was excited and was 
assaulting the woman And they had 
torn off her clothes. At that moment 
I saw a person thrusting a stick into 
the private parts of the woman. At 
once I stopped the people from 
beating the womai). She was bleed 
ing from her private parts. I took 
that woman, Sudesh, and the ac¬ 
cused apprehended along with her, 
who claimed to be the driver, into 
police custody.” Revolvers lying 
next to the dead “dacoits” were then 
recovered. 

“Of course they were dacoits,” D. 
P. Gaur said. “We have charges 
against them and even the Rajas¬ 
than police had them on their 
wanted list. Besides, revolvers have 
been recovered from them. There is 
no doubt about this. All this hullaba¬ 
loo is being created for nothing. This 
is being made into an issue by the 
Lok Dal. It IS the reaction of the. 
3 defeated. It was because of me that 
the Harijans could, vote in the 
c Assembly elections. I did not let the 
^ jats terrorise them this time and it 
- was because of this that the Lok Dal 
lost from Baghpat. And that is why I 
am disliked oy Charan Singh’s sup¬ 
porters who are now agitating over 
an incident that is routine. The Lok 
Dal wants me out from Baghpat.” 

At the very least, Gaur^ state¬ 
ment is astonishing. Is it routine to 
shoot people, even if ^jthey are 
alleged to be dacoits, in toe back? A 
woman was provenly raped; did the 
crowd do it? Her ornaments were 
stolen: did the crowd do it? The “bad 
characters” were supposed to have 
fired shots: where are the bullets 
from their revolvers? 

Before the last Assembly elec¬ 
tions, there were largescale trans¬ 
fers of police and civil administre- 




tion officers; people considered to 
be “loyal" to the Congress(I) were 
brought in, particularly to areas 
where the Lok Dal was considered a 
potent force, as in western UP. The 
police officers of Baghpat were of 
this breed And that is why the UP 
Congress(l), instead of letting the 
matter be treated as a simple law 
and order issue, m which whoever 
could be proved guilty would be 
punished, made it into a partisan 
issue. Mr Rajesh Pilot, MP, for inst¬ 
ance, took it upon himself to defend 
the police, as if it was not the 
police’s reputation at stake but the 
Congress(I)’s. 

Nor was the Congress(I) eager for 
an impartial judicial inquiry To 
begin with, memories of Narainpur, 
and the dismissal of the Banarasi 
Das government on that issue, are 
still fresh in the public mind. The 
Congress! I) has brought out a leaflet 
which it is distributing in that area, 
which says “Baghpat mein begunah 
nahin, khunkhar dacait maare 

f ayeiln Baghpat, not innocents but 
loody dacoits have been killed)"It 
lists the alleged crimes of the three 
men, and states that the woman was 
abused not by the police but by the 
crowd. According to M. C. Sharma, 
the Congress(I) MLA from. Baghpat, 
“The entire movement has been 
engineered by the Lok Dal to create 



Narenara Singn who shot the 
three people _ 

law and order problems. Dacoits 
have been killed and the police are 
not to blame. These Lok Dal suppor¬ 
ters are resentful because they have 
lost the elections and now delega¬ 
tions are coming to find out what 
had happened “Welkthe local Con- 
mess(I) leaders obviously could not 
do much to prevent delegations from 
travelling the 60 odd miles to Bagh¬ 
pat from Delhi. For one thing. Par¬ 


liament happened to be in session, 
and that provided a forum that could 
not be ignored by the government. 
Delegations of MPs came and went 
back disbelieving the police version. 
On- 1’July* the Home Minister Zail 
Singh himself visited Baghpat te 
ascertain the “merits and demerits" 
of the case. He agreed that Maya 
Tyagi “was going to attend the mar¬ 
riage” and was shucked enough to 
say that “parading a woman naked 
was a stigma on the nation”. Now, 
besides a CID inquiry, a judicial 
inquiry has also been ordered. But 
there is still one problem; the police 
officers alleged to be guilty aie still 
on their jobs and have not been 
suspended pending the findings of 
the inquiry. As long as they are 
there, there are fears that the in¬ 
quiry may face difficulties in obtain¬ 
ing the full truth. All the delegations 
which have gone have not found it 
easy to get the terrified people to 
talk. 

The police have many difficult 
uestions to answer If a crowd of 
,500 had gathered there, and there' 
was a public shoot-out between the 
police and the alleged “dacoits”^, 
now come no one else was injured by 
stray bullets? If they were “dacoits” 
and the police were interested in 
arresting them, how come they let 
two of the men escape? According to 


Ishwar Tyagi andSurendra (in background), killed by the police 
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Prime Mioister on the suojet 
ttitms the further valid point thel 
even if the police allegation thait; 
diese men were criminals is true,'' 
"cen they be shot in broad daylight?; 
If there are warrants pending ' 
uainst these hardened critmn^s 
they should be properly ar<-ested ^ 
ana prosecuted”*. Mr Limaye also rj 
takes legitimate exception to a claim 
made by Mr Rajesh Pilot, which was ,, 
an effort to cast aspersions on her ' 
character. Mr Pilot had said that 
Maya l^gi had left her husband. , 
Mr Limaye asks: “Does this mean; 
that all women who have deserted >; 
their husbands, or whose husbands 
have deserted them, are fit objecU^ 
for these atrocities?” • 


Car ifl which the Tyagis and nthen 
were iravelltng 

policeman Narendra Singh, he found 
a man from the crowd shoving a 
stick up the “private parts" of the 
lady: how come Mr Narendra Singh’s 
sense of duty left him at that point? 
Why didn’t he arrest this criminal 
who was abusing a pregnant house¬ 
wife in such a horrible manner? 
Does Mr Narendra Singh have any 
answers to this? 

_Mr Madhu Limaye, in his lett er to 

Rjjauli.i Gaur killed by the police 


Tolice ne mera 
izzat loot liya' 



Maya TVagi. the lady who was 
assaulted and raped by police¬ 
men at Baghpat, was obviously in 
anguish when SAVMITRA 
BANERJEE met her. She discus¬ 
ses her meeting with the Prime 
Minister and recalls those terri¬ 
ble hours at Baghpat. 

Q: You met Mrs Gandhi yesterday 
(2 July). What did you tell her? 
A: I told her exactly what had 
happened to me. I told her that 
we were travelling from Delhi to 
Baghpat to attend the marriage of 
my niece, Rajbala. We had stop¬ 
ped at Baghpat to get a tyre, 
which was punctured, repaired. A 
man in plainclothes approached 
me and held my wrist. At this my 
husband, Ishwar Chand Tyagi, 
slapped him a number of times, 
after which the man left. He 
returned later with a number of 
armed policepien. They shot 
down my husband and two others. 
Then thtt. policemen dragged me 
out of the car, tore off my sari and 
my blouse, humiliated me in a 
number of ways which I cannot 
' discuss, and dragged me as 1 was 
to the police station. At the police 
station, police ne mera mat loot 
liya. There were nine of them and 
they all did it to me. 

Did anyone from the pub 
lie harass you? 

A: Mo. No one from the public did 
anything to me. It was the police 
wluch md everythin. 

Q: Whnt did the Pnine Minister 
tell mu?' 

A: She said Jo ho gaya so ho gaya, 
.and tdd me she wwd look into 
the miner immadiately. 

Q: Mkar else happened at the 


police station? 

A: The police removed my jewel¬ 
lery and my watch. 

Q. Have they been returned? 

A: No. I told the Prime Minister 
this and she said she would look 
into this. 

Q; Who did the car you were 
travelling w belong to’ 

A: We hired it. 

Q: What was your husband^s pro¬ 
fession? 

A: He used to buy and sell milk in 
a place near the Delhi border. I 
do not know the name of the 
place. My husband shifted there 
only about three months back and 
I had gone there only a month 
back. Before that, I was with my 
in-laws in Modinagar. 

Q; Can you think of any reason 
why the police attacked you? 

A: I think it was because my. 
husband slapped that man, who 
later turned out to be a 
policeman. 

Q: Did your husfiaiid or any of the 
other persons present in the car 
have any old enmity with the. 
police? 

A: Not as far as I know . Except 
once when we were in Modinagar 
the police had ^auled up my 
husband because they suspected 
that he had stolen some utmisils. 
But he was later proved innocent. 

I did not know any of the other 
peoplh in the car. 

Q; Wheti were you married to 
Ishwar Tyagi? 

A; In 1974. The baraat came from 
Talheta village. 

S : Do you think there is any 
anger to your life? 

A: I do not know. But people tell 
me that I might be harmed. 







EXTRACTS 


M ore gunfire vmi heard at Muzaffar 
nagar, a small, bedraj^ed indutt 
gtal towi in Uttar PradeaETwhere the 
dun (ilaini start to straggle up mto the 
mUs. Hus was a pure protest against 
aterilisatiort a number ot workers 
atsrted a protest rally and were 
•nswered W a storm of bullets more j. 
died here llie inmlementation of family I 
planning, Mrs Gandhi had said, de 3 
pended on the ability and dedication of g 
the officers in the areas concerned J 
There were not only officers concerned. 


under the Emergency, 
people, such as schoobn 


but all kinds of 
ifmasters and police 
men, who were supposed to bring the 
national birthrate under some kind of 
control These reluctant proselytisors 
were told that if they did not bring in a 
certain number of volunteers for steril 
isation every month, their salaries for, 
that month would be suspended The 
family planning piogramme became not 
onl^'a programme of incentives but of 
disincentives for government servants 
were also told that if they had three, 
children, they would either have to be 
stenlised or lose all chance of promotion 
and perks This was an idea modelled on 
that of the programme that has been very 
successful in Singapore 

Dr Karan Singh, the former ruler of 
Kashmir, is a scholarly man who writes 
poetry in English and in his own Ian 
guage, Dogra (the rulers of Kashmir 
mce the last century have not been 
Kashmiris but Uogras from south of the 
Banihal Pass, who were put on the throne 
by the British) When I first met him in 
1968, he was the Minister of Tourism 
under Mrs Gandhi In 1974, when I was 
posted to India bv UNFPA, I went to see 
mm on official business, since he had 
recently become the Minister of Health 

E d Family Planning He said, ‘T used to 
called Mr Tourism 1 dynamised tour 
n in India Now I’m going to do the 
fame with family planning Unfortunate 
ly I don’t know much about it yet ” I 
commiserated with him “Any new 
thoughts you have about our program¬ 
me," he said come and tell me about 
them ” Next time we met, some months 
later, he appeared particularly in 
terested m the scheme of incentives and 
disincentives which had been introduced 
in Singapore 

It so happened that shortly after this I 
was sent by UNFPA to Singapore to write 
a brochure on the progress of the family 
planning programme there When 1 had 
come hack and written the brochure, 1 
showed it to Karan Singh He was de 
lighted "So,” he said, ”this is how they 
do it in Singapore And they're very 
■uccassful, aren’t they?” I said, yes, they 
were, and then some dun instinct flut 
terM in my mind ”You’re not planning to 
tty this here?” I said "Singapore is only 
228 square miles, and most of the people 
there are already fairly highly moti 
vated " Karan Singh, studylnj my text 
intently, failed to answer me 

I am not trying to say that my report 
influenced the government of India in 
constructing its family planning prog 
ramme, simply that there was a certain 
obsession about the Singapore success m 
the mmds of many officials concerned, 
2P 


Sanjay and 
the Emergency 

By POM MORAES 



including Mrs Gandhi’s In a conversa 
non 1 had with her about family planning 
before the Emergency, she talked a lot 
about the island which Lee Kuan Yew 
had moulded into a miniature Britain, 
and about applying a system of incen 
fives and disincentives in India I attemp 
ted, mildly, as I did later with Karan 
Singh, to dissuade her from the idea that 
what had worked m Singapore could 
work in India Nevertheless, in a veiy 
crude way, the Singapore system of moti 
vation and implementation was applied 
in India, and it was doomed to disaster 
Disincentives in Singapore were not a 
very serious threat to the life of a person, 
especially if that person already knew a 
considerable amount about birth control 
Most people did, since a motivator need 
only take a bicycle to reach any part of 
the island, and since the hospitals, and 
even the register offices, had family 
planning courses for newly iqgmed cou 
pies Also, since the television and the 
radio, the possession of which horrible 
inventions were status symbols, loudly 
proclaimed family planning, family plan 
ning had become a status symbol This 
was not the case ui India 

A government officer m India, unim 
aginably lUpaid by most other stan¬ 
dards, if his monthly salary WM sus¬ 
pended, if his chances of promotion were 
stopped, simply because be did not deliv 
er a certain number of people to a certain 
hospital to be operaten upon for a reason 


he did nut fully understand, would panic 
even more if he himself was asked to 
undergo (his operation The panic 
spread the penis is probably more of a 
symbol of pride in India than anywhere 
else, if only because the penis is the only 
banner a poor man has to raise in assei 
tion of the fact that he is himself One 
day our doctor sent a fruit seller to us He 
was a very young man, unmarried, and he 
used to pedal around parts of Delhi on a 
bicycle to dispose of his wares To do this 
he required alicence fiom the police His 
licence gxpired shortly after the 
Emergency was declared the policeman 
concerned refused to issue another un 
less the boy had himself sterilised We 
could do nothing about the fruit seUer, 
and I do not know what happened to him 
but I was sure that the police ^ficer was 
as terrified about the possible loss of his 
salary for the month as the fruit seller 
was about the loss of his sexual potency 
If terror spread, therefore, it was not due 
to an organised campaign by the govern 
ment designed to cow the people it was 
simply because terror was Ixiund to 
spread in a largely illiterate and ignorant 
population, due to the utter dtsorgamsa- 
tion of those government bodies who 
should at this time have tilled the minds 
of the people with truthiul iidbrmation 
and some idea of the ben^its resulting 
from sterilisation, particularly for 
women The government may have 
brought the clerks to their work on time 





since Emergency; but since they had no 
idea whai they were sdppased to be 
efficient about, the red tape which Mrs 
Candiii had hoped to destroy during the 
Emergency only wound itself more tight¬ 
ly round the throat of the country 
There was no chain of command, as 
there had been during British times- that 
was the pity and the heart of the matter. 
The Emergency, as such, considering the 
state of the country in the year before it 
was declared, might have been the only 
way to settle the mess and prepare for 
new elections The Emergency as it was 
carried out merely introduced further 
chaos Mrs Gandhi appeared to me at the 
time to feel s^e had a British chain of 
command under her (1 am not talking of 
the British of today, but of the days of the 
Raj, when people were dedicated to their 
work), but she was terribly mistaken She 
handed down orders to people unable to 
carry these orders out From her came 
Saniay from him the frightening and 
pitiful Rukhsana- from Rukhsana the 
police who accompanied her around the 
Muslim slums in Delhi- from a totally 
unconccrted and spontaneous movement 
to stabilise the country, which nobody 
had piepared for, came the resultant 
backlash There was no organisation be¬ 
hind Mrs Gandhi when she decla'-ed the 
Emergency, rather a totality of disorgan¬ 
isation which was probably not hei fault, 
but that of the country she was trying to 
safeguard the disloyalty, the lack of 
faith, the private vendettas carried out 
by government officers, the hushing up 
of anything which would i»iit the govern¬ 
ment in a bad position the frowning 
upon herself and her family these were 
not really hei fault These were the fault 
of the nature of India, and the nature of 
Indians, forced upon them by centuries 
of autocratic rule, which is what the 
people most appreciate and understand 

E arly m the months of the Emergen¬ 
cy, Sanjay began whistle-stop tours 
around the states. Maneka went with 
him *Tt was so odd,” she told me once (a 
slight, freckled young woman, committed 
to blouses and trousers rather than sans) 
“we went to some place by airjplane and 
the local Congress workers picked us up 
They put us in a car and took us to where 
we were staying. It was jabout (wo mi¬ 
nutes’ drive away- we could have walked. 
When 1 got out of the car, the workers 
said to us, ‘You must rest: that long drive 
by car must have been very tiring.' We 
laughed- they said, ‘You have to rest.’ So 
we did ” 

This was at lunch in our house in 
Delhi. Sanjay was sitting down the table 
at Leela’s ri^t, Maneka on my right: all 
very correct, very European. “You see,” 
said Maneka, “Tm the daughter of an 
army officer, 1 wasift used to this sort of 
thing. I came to accept it, but 1 always 
thought it was very funny Sanjay took it 
in his stride ” The grandson of one Primg 
Minister of India, the son of another, 
^njay smded at me across the table. He 
is a sturdily built young man, with a 
rather pallia complexion, features which 
though handsome are not exactly posi- 
ti-ve, apart from his quick, gelid eyes that 
glint at one through rimless glasses. 
"Yes,” Sanjay said, “It was terrible.” 

Th^ may have liked the tumultuous 
receptions they received. Chief Ministers 
coming to the airport to meet the son of 
the Prime Minimer, garlanded arches 
raised in the path of tneir car, because 


any perfectly ordinary young couple, 
much though they later deny the fact, 
would be rather flattered by this kind of 
thing Sanjay would make brief, brusque 
speeches in the villages of the area, then 
they would fly away Enormous publicity 
was attached to each of these visits- the 
Press and television fell over one another 
to hear and see Sanjay li was this 
coverage that later attracted much critic¬ 
ism. According to the then Minister of 
Information and Broadcasting, V C 
Shukla, who replaced Inder Gujral, Mrs 
Gandhi asked him three times to ask the 
government media to cut down on the 
publicity afforded her son He did. the 
newspapers did not Later, the corres¬ 
pondents who had written adulatory arti¬ 
cles about Sanjay’s various trips wrote in 
a different manner, complaining about 
his rudeness to Chief Ministers who were 
much older than he was, and about his 
rudeness to the Press 

T here is no doubt that Sanjay is not a 
young man distinguished by his man¬ 
ners. Even when he is friendly there is 
that slight aloofness in him that appears 
to have run in the family since his 
grandfather, but without the curious re¬ 
deeming family charm- he is very diffi¬ 
cult to talk to, or perhaps not exactly to 
talk to but to communicate with He also 
seems to choose the people he mil talk to 
very carefully, an admirable trait, it 
seems to me, but not one much appreci¬ 
ated in India, where evei^one taUts to 
everyone about their most intimate prob¬ 
lems, often on first meeting “Sanjay,” 
his wife once told me, “has been under 
criticism since 1969, when he first tried 
to launch Marutt. He’s used to criticism.” 
He seems, however, to invite it by his 
silences which punctuate quick bursts of 
words driven home by a forward thrust of 
that bespectacled and publicised head. 

This head was much wanted after the 
Emergency was over, and in some senses 
a price was laid upon it. Mrs Gandhi said 
to me, “You see, he was young ."That, I 
told her, was the very reason why I was 
asking her why he bad assumed such 
authority. “He didn’t”, she said, fell 
sombrely silent, knotted her hatfds in her 
lap, then abruptly said, “It’s not true he 
became unpopular with the people. Let 
me give you an instance. Last year, after 
the elections were over, Maneka,” and 
suddenly the smUe came, the smUe that 


reminds one that she is a woman with 
children and mandchildran,“had Just got 
her driving licence. She had to go In- 
Willingdon Hospital, and while she waa 
parking she brushed another car. Wa]j^ 
said Mrs Gandhi judiciously, defend^ 
her family, not much damage was causg^ 
just a few scratches on the paint, 
Maneka decided that she should 
until the owner came back. If she 
away, people would say she ran o|r 
because she was Sanjay’s wife. So. wg, 
waited, and the owner eventually canie*'^ 

“He was an old man,” said Mrs Gan¬ 
dhi “And you know what old people arc 
like, very boring. Old people continually 
lecture young people on their bad 
haviour, their lack of proper resjionsibil- 
ity, and so on ” I reflected that a short 
while before I had sent her flowers fqr 
her sixtieth birthday, and then, as often 
before looked at her smile and forgot 
this “Anyway,” Mrs Gandhi infonmtd 
me, “he gave Maneka thik lecture and 
she said she had waited for him to comtf 
back and offered to pay for the dama^. 
She wrote down her name and address, 
for him to send the bill to. When he saw 
the address, he said, “^Are you the wife of 
Sanjay Gandhi? Then 1 won’t charge you 
anything ” 

Upon seeing me unmoved by this 
narration, she twitched her right eyelid 
and said, "When I was campaigning at 
Azamgarh i;ecently, my election agent 
told me a story. He said, outside his 
office there was a group of women. One 
was weeping The agent heard the words 
beta and ladka, (son and boy) and he 
thought something had happened to the 
woman’s son. So he went out and asked 
her if he could help her if anything had 
happened to her son. The woman said, ‘H 
is not my .son 1 am weeping for but Mrs 
Gandhi's son.’ Sanjay had just been sent 
to prison, you know.” She added, “Pm 
not asking you about his popularity with 
the people, ma’am. He seems to have 
become very unpopular with your own 
Ministers and the Press ” She cocked her 
head,sideway.s, and fiddled with her sari, 
and said, “1 said he was young It follows 
that he’s very direct If he doesn’t like 
what somebody’s doing, he says so very 
bluntly. I don’t do that If 1 think some¬ 
one is doing something wrong, I always 
try and cushion (he blow I tell him what I 
think in a very roundabout way ” . 


UVING 


It all ads up 


Brenda Kristen—billed by 
the Obeiois as the star who 
“bewitched Roman Polans¬ 
ki. Margot Fonteyn and Bntt 
Ekland —IS now in Bombay 
At 24, she has the top-rated 
Brenda KrifMSB Show on 
television in Australia and 
20 LPs to her credit She has 
come to India to sing for 
dinei s at the Oberoi hotels 
in Bombay and Delhi 
Ashish Rajadhyaksha, like 
many other Bombaywallahs, 
fell prey to a series of ads in 
the local dailies which car 
ried pictures of the luscious 
blonde staring into a hand 
some male face Unable to 
resist the temptation that 
Brenda is, he met her soon 
after Brenda spiike to him 
in a beautiful, husky way 
bhc IS ihe spitting image of 
Olivia Newton |ohn, notes 
Ashish and adds that Bom 
hiv has tor a change, gut 
-omtone who is well worth 
ill the ads in the papers 


Supreme sacrifice 


Sometime ago, actor 
director producer Feroze 
Khan was in the dumps 
That was when he planned 
Qurbam with Zeenat Aman 
(who, once again, agreed to 
bare herself) The nim was 
meant to boost Feroze 
Khan’s box office image 
which has been on a steady 
decline since the last few 
years On June 19 this year, 
Quibani was finally pre 
miered in Bombay and, with 
ticket rates of Rs 1,000 and 
Rs 5,000, the show was a 
sellout 

A short while before the 


premiere, Feroze went 
underground Apparently, 
he could not bear being 
hounded by the Press Be 
sides, his job was almost 
done Qurbam had received 
the kind of publicity which 
few Hindi films have before 
ihfir release All that 
1 eioze Khan has to do now 
IS thank /etnar Aman for 
her sensuous crooning in the 
film, Biddu tor some un 
usual music and of course, 
Nazia Hussan whose num 
ber, Aap /ana koi hhi has 
left many a young heart pal 
piiating 


19 for the loss of 2. 



There have been instances 
of people receiving Repub 
lie Day awards by default 
through the Rashtrapati 
Bhavan mixing up names 
but this IS probably the first 
instance of two Ministers 
missing the bus, well nearly, 
through someone’s contu 
Sion and oversight The 
scene was Gandhinagar, the 
cgpital of Gujarat, and the 
occasion the swearing in of 
the new Congressd) Minis 
try headed by Mr Madhav 
Sinh Solanki Everyone 
knows that such ceremonies 
can get pretty boring Add 
to It the heat of the season 
and the suffocating confu 
Sion inside the shamiana 
and you know what finally 
made chief secretary H K 
L Capoor flip repoits 
lushar Bhdtt Hts big hand 
leap was that he was manful 
ly struggling on in Gujarati 


— not bis forte by a long 
chalk After the ceremony 
presided over by Governor 
Sharda Mukherjee had 
seemingly gone on for ever, 
and the chief secretary had 
come to the end of the page, 
he made the concluding re 
marks The police bsmd on 
duly in the best traditions 
of alacrity took the cue on 
the dot and struck up the 
national anthem But two 
Deputy Ministers, Lalit Par 
mar and Chandrakant Patel 
had been left out They 
squirmed speechlessly A 
sheepish Chief Minister de 
dared it was all a mistake 
Honest The setond time 
over, the thief secretary was 
taking no chances This lime 
he waited a good few mo 
ments, perhaps to spot a 
frantically waving hand at 
the back, before repeating 
his concluding remarks 


Hijacked Train 



A movie is released and be 
comes a hit Suddenly thete 
are all sorts of writers who 
claim that their own stories 
have been plagiarised to 
form the basis of the film 
Common enough in the 
West, but It has now started 
happening here in India too 
Consider the case of Sharif 
In 1976 he began to evolve a 
theme that centred round a 
tram catchmg fore en route 
to Delhi from Bombay He 
wrote the script and reg 
istered The Capital Express 
with the Film Writers’ Asso 
ciation The 40 page script, 
which Sharif had worked on 
with Gautam -Setfaupta, 
dealt largely with the ac 
tions of an assorted set of 
characters after the tram 
catches fire The prime char 
acter, as he visualised him, 
was a psychopath destroyer 
of the train “We had even 
mentally cast the man who 
would play the part — Dan 
ny Denzongpa” The other 
characters were a couple of 
diamond thieves pursued by 
a lawman, a couple of run¬ 
away lovers and a group of 
schoolchildren along with 
their teacher 

However, there were no tak 
ers for the project, although 
all those who read it agreed 
that It was bnllianr bi dis 
gust he turned Journalist, 
freelandng for various film 
magosines. And then B R 
Chopra entered his life “1 
first heard of The Burning 


Smir 




Tram when publicity stills 
were published in some film 
magazme Then one day 1 
read a paraphrasing of the 
story of The Burning Tram 
and It was like a knockout 
blow Over 25 diar 

acters are absolutely iden¬ 
tical and the only change 
was In the name of the train 
and the route” Sharif has 
referred tht matter to the 
Joint Disputes Settlement 
Committee of the FWA but 
BR Films failed to send a 
representative to the first 
meeting Durmg the second 
meeting they said that the 
film had been released any¬ 
way and that the Committee 
could go ahead and make a 
comparison 
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Independent fighter 



ttinode Brahmachari was 
born in 1897 But, looking at 
him, one would wonder 
whether he is really as old as 
he claims to be And what is 
more, he still gives an occa 
sional demonstration of his 
skill with the swadeshi 
weapon—his lathi, which he 
had often wielded against 
the British during the Inde 
pendence movement, 
Brahmachari was onre a 


freedom fighter and an ac> 
tive member of the revoiu' 
tionary Jugantar Party of 
Comilla He suffered 11 
years of unprisonment for 
which he now receives Rs 
200 as pension from the gov- 
enment 

In 1950, Brahmachari came 
to ulcutta and, at the age of 
S3, wose to start a school for 
the Hustee children of Dha- 
kuridi Shn Ram Narayan 

« Vidva Mandtr is what 
rted many years ago 
Here, according to T Uma 
Sinh4. education means 
much more than a mere de¬ 
gree The emphasis is on the 
vocational—carpentry, 
tailoring and book binding 
The government has been 
assisting the school yet, 
more often than once, 
Brahmachari has to rely on 
the more affluent residents 
of the locality for funds to 
run his school He goes from 
house to house, pleading for 
the cause of the school It is 
not always that he succeeds 
in convincing people but, 
almost four decades after he 
fought against the British, 
the 83-year old Brahmachan 
is now waging a war against 
illiteracy 


I swear! 


The names of Lord Muruga. 
Karl Mars, Allah, Lenin and 
Mrs Gandhi were invoked 
by some members of the 
newly elected Tamil Nadu 
Assembly when they took 
the oath on June 19, reports 
Arthur Pais Though Chief 
Minister M G Ramachan- 
dran insisted that members 
of the Assembly could only 
swear by the name of God, it 
was Mr PNedumaran who 
led the w» of defiance, he 
swore by God as well as by 
his favourite deity, Lord 
Muruga. A Muslim member 
then took the name of Allah 
Mr Anbil Dharmalingam of 


DMK swore in the name of 
“Periyar”—the nickname of 
r V Ramasjmv, a pioneer of 
the Uravida movement A 
CPI member invoked Karl 
Marx, Lenin and the late 
CPI leader, Jecia Mi Dha 
nushkoti affirmed tn the 
name of Subhash Chandra 
Bose A Congress (I) repre¬ 
sentative vowed by Kamaraj 
while another Conmess (I) 
member swore by Mrs Gan¬ 
dhi Amidst all this, an 
AlADMK member, while 
taking the oath, declared 
that he was "the sidekick of 
the revolutionary actor, 
M GiRamachandran” 


Making light 
ol the temage 


There is a set of traffic lights 
in Calcutta which seems to 
be jinxed. Situated at the 
croaalng of Chowringhee 
and Lindsay Street, it ac> 
oulm a tilt on a regular 


wirmm anver, 

altto in a fit of recklessness 
or because-of an excess of 
akobol, sends the traffic is¬ 
land reeliu. For a few days 
it looks llko a drunken 


monster as it .lurches tp one 
side and then someone car¬ 
ries nut the repair work to 
restore it to its original 
shape. And the citizens of 
Calcutta wait with bated 
breath to see how long it wUl 
be before it is bent once 
again. The last we beard, 
somepne hgd a high 
bet on just how long it wowd 
be before the set of lights 
receives its next blow 


Shitting iock, 
stock and barrei 





/he new Bombay Stock 
Exchange bu 


The Bombay Stock Ex¬ 
change (BSE) has finally 
been rewarded for its ve¬ 
nous functions in the test 
100 years It hes now 
aquired a different look 
altogether after shifting to a 
new building on May 8 thn 
year All the commercial' 
sharpies, speculators, fman- 
cers and stock brokers of 
Bombay moved into the 32- 
stoned structure regardless 
of the fact that it had no Uft 
and no water supply eithm. 
Apparently, they were too 
eager to occupy the building 
which was officially sanc¬ 
tioned in 1972 It took eight 
years to complete after sev¬ 
eral months of inactivity. 
First, there was e stay order 
from the court which was 
moved by the Save Bombay 
Committee on the mrounds 
that the structure had ex¬ 
ceeded Its stipulated height 
by two floors. When that was 
settled and a sanction pro¬ 
cured for the extra floors, 
internal wrangles between 
the contractors and the BSE 
caused further detey. S& 
considering niial the BSE 
has had to suffer tn the last 
eight years, the lack of ame¬ 
nities tn the precious new 
building does not seem to 
bother the innates. 



The attp-touching ritual to begin the dey 
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Biju Patnaik's award 


Indonesia honours a friend 


I T happened iti (hose hrst heatlv 
days of freedom flie year was 
1948 and the place the hall in Delhi 
where independent India was host 
ing Its fust international confer 
ente Mingling with the delegates 
was a tall young pilot who had 
‘saved’ Siinagai hv ptisonallv an 
lifting the first batch of Indian 
troops in his Kalinga Airlines air 
craft to fight oft the I’akistani intil 
trators Pandit Nehiu look the yunng 
Biju Patnaik aside and gave him 
another assignment siniilai in na 
tuie but infinitelv mote difhcult 
The daredevil pilot would have to 
rescue two leading levolutioncries 
of the then Dutch Past Indies, Sultan 
Sjhariai and Mohammad Hata, who 
had been virtually suriounded by 
Dutch tioups If those two leaders 
were captured then the fight for the 
birth of tree Indonesia would suffer 
a severe setback 

Biju flew into the British colony 
of Singapore in his own an craft 
accompanied by his wile and 
another pilot I hey checked into a 
hotel ancl soon Bipi left for a false 
destination with the pilot while his 
wife stayed behind for the time 
being Their real destination was of 
course Jogiakai ta 1 he Dutch had an 
inkling but no specific information 
about their rescue bid The freedom 
fighters in exile weie however in 
close touch with then compatriots 
The Kalinga Airlines craft correctly 
located the giassy stretch, landed 
and made off with its precious cargo 
amid gunfiie Sultan Sihariar and 
Mohammad Hata next turned up in 
Delhi to tell the woild all about the 
Dutch atrocities which cieatod the 
international optnion paving the 
way for tree Indonesia to emerge 
Ihe most iniiosent and unwitting 
beholder of the diama was the un 
wary Mrs Patnaik who took a routine 
flight back home not knowing why 
s^e had come in the fust place 
This debt to Biju Patnaik a grate 
ful Indonesia has never been able to 
forget They have now made him 
Bhumi Puttd which literally means 
'son of the soil' This automatically 
makes him an honorary citiren of 
the country He has also been 
awarded the highest civilian decora 
tion of Indonesia, the Royal Salute, 
the first non Indonesian to do be so 
honoured These decorations in 
1980, in tact, came as a culmination 
of the gestutes the Indonesians have 



showered on Bi|u over tne years 
Soon after independence the In 
donesian government invited him 


and hts wife and presented them 
with a vast rubber plantation and‘a 
palace At the presentation cere 
mony the gracious Indian couple 
presented the gifts back to the In 
donesian people In 197 il the Indone 
sian government awarded Patnaik 
with a scroll of appreciation at a 
special function in Delhi 

India has benefited in no small 
measuie from Biju Patnaik’s special 
relationship with the Indonesian 
people In 1965 during the Indo 
Pakistani war it became known that 
Indonesia had agreed to give the 
Pakistani navy berthing facilities 
Prime Minister Shastn immediately 
sent Biju off to Indonesia Even 
though the Pakistani ships were 
already anchored in the Indonesian 
waters by the time he reached 
Jakarta, the Indonesians could not 
turn him away and thus Indonesian 
neutrality in the conflict was en 
sured 

SWARUP JENA, Bhubaneshwar 


Now, a Sanjay Forum 


A PROMINENT section of the 
Bihar Youth Congressfl) has cal 
led for the creation of a forum to 
project and promote the ideas and 
woric of Sanjay Gandhi, to be called 
the Sanjay Forum The idea is to 
make this into an alhlndla wnger 

f roup on the lines of the Nenro 
orum 

Kumud Ranjan Jha, the vice- 
president of the Bihar Youth Congres- 
$(1) end a Deputy Minister of the 
State explains “Mr GaiuBii had some 
definite lines of thought of his own, 
and a concrete programme His main 
idea was to rebuild the collapsing 
Structure with millions ot youth. His 
five-point programme was an indica 
tion of the fact that he was trying to 
create a young social force rather 
than a young political army He had 
clear ideas and preferred to adhere to 
them rather than follow any left or 
right cult, like the outgoing older 
generation A section of the Press and 
the opposition created Confusion that 
Mr Gandhi was masterminding a 
grand youth coup vdthin the Party 
and the govemment, Hu fact i$, he 
only wanted to equate the old guards 
and the new gumUas," 

Tariq Anwar, MP. a dose associate 
of late San^y Gandhi and the presi¬ 
dent of the Bihar Youth Congrest(l) is 
another persiKt hi favour the fwiun- 
He pomta opK “A fear p^s^hoKw Bad 
been purposely created by these 
Opposed to Mr Gandhi that the post 
--- 


tion of the youth cadre in the Party 
and the government will now suffer. 
Is not this a sabotage of the Sanjay 
school of thought* Neither we nor Mrs 
Gandhi will tolerate this A Sanjay 
Forum to protect and propagate his 
new ideas among the youth of the 
present and future is the need of the 
time. We may discuss this with friends 
in UP, MP, Delhi. Rajasthan, Karnata¬ 
ka and other states alter proper clear¬ 
ance from the high command We 
hopC to be blessed by Mrs Gandbi too. 
Now, the responsibuity to strengthen 
the youth force has opce again fallen 
on her shoulders.” 

The Youth Congressfl) has already 
made idaiis to stajrt work once the 
forum comes into being According to 
Pankaj Kumar Sinha, MLA and the 
general secratary of the Bihar 
Pradesh Youth Congress. “Mean¬ 
while, as a first step the Bihar Youth 
Congress has decided to begin im- 
plementuig $an|ey’s five-polpt prog- 
raimne with inimedtate affect. The 
Youth Cortgressdi has asked te 
ernmant pf BUier to prganue the i 
educatioii Hiimne twpiuif 
schools^ Mf Karuntswiwar 
young Deputy Minister, hks alre 
annottiiced hu plans to plant twenty 
ndllfon trees hi We am 
dbtmniAihed to see that the prestfid^ 
Gatm Brldgaof Patna Is named man. 
Jay Bjidhe. , , ^ 

Atm MNJm 






False certificates 


Ways to rob reserved jobs 

E [ the wake of the Andhra Pradeftsh 
ovenunent’s efforts to intensify 
wotk on development schemes for 
the trihals, an increasing number of 
ineligible people have been acquir¬ 
ing bogus certificates declaring 
themselves to be members of sche¬ 
duled castes and tribes According 
to the government note: “The re¬ 
moval of area restrictions m respect 
of many scheduled tribes by the 
Scheduled Castes and Scheduled 
Tribes Order (Amendment) Act of 
1976, has led to the misconception 
that anybody belonging to castes 
similar to the names listed in the 
scheduled tribes list for Andhra 
Pradesh are eligible for scheduled 
tribe certificates.” A number of peo¬ 
ple belonging to higher castes thus 
obtained false certificates and 
queued up before employment ex¬ 
changes to compete for job reserved 
for tribals. 

The government note said that of 
the 174 job-seekers under the tribal 
uota, the certificates of 53 were 
oubtful and of the 51 post-graduate 
job-seekers, the certificates of 15 
were doubtful. Again, in March last 
year, both candidates sponsored by 
the employment exchange for a 
vacancy reserved for tribals at the 
Directorate of Tribal Welfare, held 
spurious certificates. In a medical 
college in Hyderabad, the eligibility 
of six out of eight scheduled tribe 
students admitted this year was 
doubtful. In the SV Engineering 
College at Tirupathi^ SO pet cent of 
the scheduled tribe candidates 
admitted in this academic year held 
bogus certificates. And at least one 
person managed to get into the IAS 
in this manner. 

According to a white paper on 
fraudulent activities issuM oy the 
Andhra Pradesh government, the 
modus operandi of these false certi¬ 
ficate holders varies. An offender 
might first lure gullible tribals with 
liquor and money into acting as 
accomplices. Touts then work out 
the finer details. Once the deal is 
settled, all transacdbns are swiftly 
completed. The touts then wash 
their hand of the whole affair, leav¬ 
ing the illiterate tribals in the lurch. 

Other methods of fraud involve 
tampering with official records of 
notified castes and tribes. In Narasi- 
patnanij in the east Godavari dis¬ 
trict, school records showed obvious 
anomalies. Some persons who were 
mlmitted to the school More 1950 
were registered as members of the 
Kapu caste. But their sons and 
daughters who had joined the same 
gchool were registered as Koada 


Kapus, which is a scheduled caste. 
The government white paper also 
said mat the municipal oniceof Gun¬ 
tur town was burmed and records 
indentifying residents and their 
castes were removed, hi Srikalahasu 
the relevant registers were des¬ 
troyed for the same purpose by 
sowing them in water. In some 
other places the records were stated 
to have been destroyed in 'acciden¬ 
tal fires’. Another moup of bogus 
certificate-holders claimed to have 
lost their parents, and feigned ignor¬ 
ance about them, their past and 
even the names of their villages. All 
they claimed to know was that their 
parents were tribals. 

Rackets in false certificates were 
found to be increasing in bilingual 


border areas of the state. The offen¬ 
ders, taking advantage of the fact 
that they are bilingual, obtained 
false certificates from officers m 
villages situated in the neighbouring 
states, with the help of relatives 
living there. 

In an attempt to check these 
malpractices, the Andhra Pradesh 
government has streamlined the 
procedure for issuing tribal certifi¬ 
cates. Rules have been framed for 
the punishment of certifying officers 
as well as false certificate-holders. A 
vigilance cell has been set up for 
detecting offenders, who are to be 
prosecuted under the Indian Penal 
Code and the Criminal Procedure 
Code. The government, however, is 
yet to decide how to deal with those 
who have already secured jobs re¬ 
served for scheduled tribes only. 

KALYANI SHANKAR, Hyderabad 


A bloody meal 


C ANNIBALISM Uved and not 
too far f tom home either. On 5 
Juoe. 1980, Basudev Nayak, a 
3S-year-old miner of the BarbU 
mining area, Orissa actually 
tttrneointo a maneater and died 
not long after partially devouring 
his firm and only victim. 

Basudev and his wife were 
living in the village of Nalada on 
the Orissa-Blbar border since 
1974. Both man and wtf« started 
wmrk in the Barhil mines. Sooh, 
however, Basu^v became the 
chowkidar of Sagnr Saw'Mills, 
ttoiudey*s five‘year-old son and 
niae-yearndd daughter were also 
employed end^ worked in the 
ndneoamer^s himily home. It is 
reported that while Basudev 
tworimd during the day, he spent 
, to sWenlagi ctottting vetses ftim 
ithg FWanak In the course of die 
yfars sinee 1974 Baaudev is 
" “ ■ “ * been through 

a 

of die fateful 
lev^S Wife and 
to make religious 
daughter was at 
a nnnse. Around 
Wdaseen dancing 
Srith/apair of ax^ 
MifaOmmr crossed fail 

S^X^en vai*. 

gtrs ran mto dieir huts, f'rulo 
«rai^ Bamidev returned (O.lus 
apd began taeaking^'^ 

, wooden wait that kepais^id, to 
^ tot'dtom a neighbtnir^s heuae. 



tragedy was yet to come. 

Devilal a resident of the Sil-' 
lage had returned for bis midday 
meal. On his way back to work he 
found Basudev demolishing ids 
own house. He stopped to am 
him; "Bete ye kya kar rahe hai?” 
<Son, what are you doing?) Kear- 
imt what Devilal said, Msudev 
tan for him with bis two axes. 
DevilaL who was in a drunken 
stupor, remembered his wne’s 
account of the morning’s evepm' ‘ 
and ran for his life. But it waatoo ' 
late. Basudev caught up with himt 
brutally murdm-ed him apd began 
devouring the victim. 

Meanwhile, a crowd had 

S ithered around the scene. None 
ared to cOme too Close to 
Basudev. Pinally, two tribal 
youths Manguhi Mhnda and $)u- 
Du Munda came forward and 
threatened to kiU Basudev if he 
did ^ wnrender. Basudev gave 
in. Rb was firmly tied and 
broumf to the police station 
around 6.30 pm, three-and-a-half 
’‘““fs alter Devilal’s murder. Not 
. afterwards, Basudev fall ill 
threw up flesh and blood:.At 
j pm he died in the police 
g^on. 

Basudew’s wife fefurned 
around 8 pm and fainted after 
bearing the gruesome story. Doc¬ 
tors have conducted a post mor¬ 
tem on, Basudev, but the cause of : 
to death is yet to be ascertained. 

bUSHASAN DiO. 

Kifonihargad% \ 
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Tripura continues to burn 

Memories keep the flames alive 



Wrecked houses 


O N 28 June, a passenger arrived 
at Agartala airport from Gauha- 
ti. The name under which he was 
travelling was not his real name. He 
was later arrested in Agartala city, 
when, according to the pohce, he 
was found moving around in*a “sus* 

S icious manner^ His name was 
[irendra Goswami, and he was said 
to be treasurer of the North Eastern 
Regional Students' Union, NERSU. 
He was remanded to police custody. 

While the government and re¬ 
sponsible people in Tripura are 
trying their best to douse the dis¬ 
astrous communalism that swept 
across Tripura in early June, playing 
havoc with lives and property (SU^^ 
DAY, June IS), obviously certain 
vested interests are keen to see that 
the sparks remain, that the anger 
intensifies, so that some ultenor 
motive can be fulfilled. The extrem¬ 
ists obviously would like to continue 
their provamme of terror to drive 
away the Bengalis. But what is more 
unfortunate is that a political Party 
like the Congres$(I) is choosing this 
occasion, according to the Chief 
Minister Nripen Chakraborty, to 
play politics. 

The Bengalis, enraged by reports 
of the massacres, are now seeking 
revenge, and the tribals are fighting 
back: so the war of attrition con¬ 
tinues. News has trickled to Agana 
la from the interior of another mas¬ 
sive attack at a village called 
Barkhatal. Groups of Bengali youth 
have been making countwrattacks to 
avenge Mandai and Barkhatal. And 
the aoministration, already harried, 
is hard-pressed to maintain some 
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semblance of law and order. The 
army, one of the few institutions in 
the country still with its reputation 
for integrity intact, has had to be 
used repeatedly. 

And the refugee problem is be¬ 
coming even worse. Towards the 
third week of June, some refugees 
had started going back to their 
homes, thinking that peace had re¬ 
turned, but the fresh srate of vio¬ 
lence after 28 June had driven them 
right back to the camps. The tribals 
are facing another serious problem. 
Since there was no commerce in 
their hands, and they had to rely on 
Bengali traders for theih essential 
supplies, they find themselves un¬ 
able to buy anting — no one will 
sell them goods. On occasions the 
army has nad to dole out rations 
from their own supplies to starving 
tribals in interior villiues. 

On the night'of 28 June, two 
persons were Killed after groups of 
miscreants attacked each other and 
set fire to houses in Kalyanpur vil¬ 
lage in the Khowai subdivision of 
West Tripura. One person was killed 
when the army fired one round to 
disperse two warring groups, while 
the other was killed when mis¬ 
creants burned down 25 tribal huts 
and five non-tribal huts in the vil¬ 
lage. The next morning, according to 
police sources, agitated tribals set 
ablate 50 huts of non-tribals in re> 
taliation. Altogether 104 persons 
were arrested in connection with the 
violence at Kal^pur and the near¬ 
by Teliamura village and two coun- 
trymade guns were seised. About 25 
huts, induding- three abandoned 
houses, were aUo set on fire on the 


night of 28 June at Kalpaniya, in the 
Saorum subdivision of south Tri- 
ura. Six persons were arrested. The 
j* otal number of huts burnt in the 
I 'iolence which affected Raidasbari, 
f dakimbari, Kshetramohanbari, 
3 Amar Colony, Dwarikapur, Bairagi- 
I ula, Jhaskalayanpur, Kuniabari, 
" Hillatoii, and Gourangatila ex¬ 
ceeded 200. 

lYouble erupted m tKe Kalyanpur 
area again on the mornfhg of 30 
June, when miscreants set houses on 
fire in the Totabari village, situated 
on both sides of the Teliamura- 
Kalyanpur main road, according to 
preliminary official reports reaching 
Agartala. There was large-scale 
arson in the Kalyanpur tehsil only 
the previous day, rendering hun¬ 
dreds of men, women and children 
homeless. The situation was brought 
under control with the army and 
paramilitary forces opening fire. Af¬ 
ter a lull of about 15 hours, the 
miscreants struck again at Totabari, 
hve kilometres south of Kalyanpur. 
Hundreds of people took shelter 
besides the road from Dwarikapur to 
Totabari, while the school buildings 
in Kalyanpur were already cram-full 
with refugees who arrived earlier. 
Atf official spokesman said that 
polythene sheets were being rushed 
to the roadside refugees to provide 
them with temporary shelters. The 
district magistrate of West Tripura 
Mr R. Sankamarayan had himself 

g one to the spot to arrange for relief, 
leanwhile 106 persons were 
arrested in connection with these 
incidents and produced before the 
chief judicial magistrate at Agar¬ 
tala. 

On 2 July, eight people, among 
whom was a 23-year-old woman, 
were brutally killed and 35 injured 
when 35 armed guerillas ambushed 
a bus on its way from Amarpur, a 
southern subdivision, to Agartala. 
According to reports the ambush 
took place about 72 kms south of 
Agartala, at Sandhari. The attack¬ 
ers, armed with choppers, knives 
and guns, shot dead the driver of the 
bus when it was climbing a slope. 
There were 51 passengers in the bus. 
As soon as it came to a halt, the 
miscreants stormed the bus, backed 
six of the passengers and fled when 
they saw another bus approaching' 
from behind. The six passengers 
died instantly, arid another died on 
the way to hospital. No arrests were 
made till late in the eveniiig when 
the army combed the area. The very 
same day, 25 houses were burned at 
jChamplai, near Teliamura. The vio- 
jlence continues. 

A SPeCIAL CORimSPONDBNT, 
Agsrtsla 





Beastly treatment 

Hot irons on a child labourer 



A mi/iur girl weaving 


XXE placed an iron rod in a ‘kangri’ 

Xl(a mall store) till it became red 
hot lliey took me to an adjacent room 
where Mushtaq along with hit partner 
Majid branded me in Mreral places and 
left me there with a warning not to try to 
escape lliis is just a namoona (sample 
said a tearful Bilal. Bilal Ahmeii is a 
minor carpet weaver of Srinagar. The 
brutal branding of this young child re¬ 
cently hat removed the bd from the 
deep-seated apprchensicms about the 
propriety of going ahead with the Gov- 
emment-tpontorM “prestigious’’ hand¬ 
icraft expansion programme in the Kash¬ 
mir valley. How a ww-meant effmrt could 
be turned into a virtual horror is re¬ 
flected in the 10-y 
frail and | 

Ahmed. _ 

the iron rod in more than seven places 

Even savagmy sounds mild if one has 
to define the treatment meted out to 
Bilal. 1 met him a few days after the 
uiddent. He is a fatheriau child and is 
one of the breadwinners for his family 
which uichides Ms mother, sitter and a 
brother. His earn^ are meacre. What 
caua^ the brandiM of Uttlv mlal? He 
had been absent on luy S, 1980 at he had 
hurt his ffaigar on May 4. When ha 
reported for work he Was askad to ex¬ 
plain Ms absence by the Metoty-owner* 
All Mohammad Wasa. "Ihat was fol¬ 
lowed bjf a bdnaca of blows m my face 




doA that tm jumped out of thd windoV 
and ran to the safety of Ms house. Asked 
whether after Ms recovery he would 
res u me working fw Ms employers, both 
he wd hla mother replied with an 
omphatk "No”. He had joiacd the car- 
peleieav^ factory same years ago on a 
wage of « palse a^ay. which had ^e 
up to four rupees a day 

Bflal’s case has shocked the entire 
veUay, attrectlag wide publicity thrauj^ 
the media. As a tesult the state p^ce 
have requested the court to ho)d day-to- 


mmm weev w 

most ot 
sjDm of 
anorts, i 


aiial 


t» him and Ms son, Mushtaq. In sjme at 
the pain 1 took my job”, said Bual 

A case has been filed and two of 
Bilel’s co-srorkers, MMiluddin (IS) and 
Ashraf (6) are the prosecution witnesses 
Bilal had been virtually imprisoned for _ „ 
the whtde day (May t). It was around G. R ANDRABl, Snnagor 


dm case has caused, eyebrows hive been 
raised as to die coogintibaity of the 
“nuttsive handicraft development prog- 
remaM’’ within the stipulated require¬ 
ments. Doubtt were aoqireased about k 
‘ " 1 from its inception. Bilal’s case has 
I rise to tome vety fanportant 
. The number of ebud labourers 
in the state are around 1,08,000 with 
them in the private sector. In 
its best intentioiit and sincere 
efforts, the sutc Govmnment has not 
been able to evolve a pattern that would 
answer the academic and physical needs 
of die child labourers. Ironically, of 
course, there is a statute that forMds the 
emploj^nt of children below 14, Re¬ 
ports also mention diat factories em¬ 
ploying children do not meet the statu- 
toty minimum requirements of hyMene, 
lightbig and ventilation. Most m the 
cMldren are suffering frun me and chest 
diseases. Bilal’s plight should not be seen 
in isoladon It u an Indicatm' of vihat 
ndght be the fate of a whole generation 
driven to extreme poverty 


NEXT WEEK 


WOMEN: 
\U RAPED, 
i4a ABUSED, 
T BURNT, 
EXPLOITED 

Vihh monotonoui and awful eontlstancy, each day's 
newspapers carry one more story of yet another 
horrible crime against women, A bride is burnt in Delhi 
one day; a wife is publicly stripped and later raped in 
Baghpat on another day. And in a million untold 
stories, women are harassed every day. 

SUNDAY focuses on these problems, and on the 
current fight for dignity launched by women. 


3S 






The king remains king 

Bjorn Borg makes it five in a row 



^jPHhKK have tioeii all sorts ot 
X moments at Wimbledon Poig¬ 
nant, like the time an agcMng Ken 
Rosewall, in a dcspeiate bid to cap¬ 
ture the one title that had always 
eluded him, tC',is steamrolleied m 
straight sets in the 1974 final bv a 
brash young American named Jim¬ 
my Connors Humoious, consider 
the championships of 1979, when a 
beautiful Californian named Linda 
Siegel popped right out of her dress 
in mid-match And historic Like the 
time Bjorn Borg knelt on the hal¬ 
lowed turf of the centre court earlier 
this month after overcoming a deter¬ 
mined John McEnroe to win There 
had never been anything lik® it 


The legend of Bjoin Bor^, 
monarch of Wimbledon, was born in 
1973 A 17-year-old Swede made his 
first appearance at the Mecca of 
tennis and promptly caused a riot. 
Wherever he went he was followed 
by an army of teenaged schoolgirls 
who screamed enthusiastic encour¬ 
agement at the handsome newcom¬ 
er. And Borg? He took it in a unique 
manner. A photograph published in 
several papers all over the world 
that year showed the young sensa¬ 
tion being escorted away from the 
court after the match, protected 
from his shrieking young admirers. 
On the Swede’s face was a look of 
deep disgust at all the fuss. 


O 


36 


Borg didn’t win that year; Jan 
Kodes did. But the Swede, who was 
promptly dubbed The Viking by the 
world Press, had left his mark. He 
would be back, and so would the 
hysterical girls Who worshipped the 
ground on which Borg thumped his 
topspin Came 1974 and Connors 
swept all opposition aside. 1975 and 
Arthur Ashe took home his first and 
last Wimbledon title. No one real¬ 
ised It then, but after that there was 
going to be only one more champion 
till 1980. The era of Borg was to 
follow » 

In 1976 the blonde wonder faced 
Rumanian Illie Nastase in the final. 
The latter had reached thes 1972 
final as well, only to lose to Stan 
Smith and was determined to be the 
champion. Borg demolished Nastase 
systematically. So devastating was 
his game that even the great Fred 
Perry admitted he had never seen 
tennis like this. In 1977 and 1978 
Borg flattened his old adversary 
Connors in the finals^ in five sets the 
first year, three the next. The 1979 
Borg-Tanner final was expected to 
be carnage but the story of that 
match IS too well known to bear 
repetition Borg had to fight every 
inch of the way, with the big-serving 
American from Lookout Mountain 
taking him all the way to five sets 
before bowing out.Four in a row and 
Borg had broken Fred Perry’s record 
of three consecutive Wimbledon 
singles titles. Perry took Borg out for 
dinner, but first stipulated that the 
Swede would have to shave his 
annual Wimbledon lucky beard. 

The beard was not the only un 
usual characteristic the champion 
possessed. His on-court calm is in¬ 
credible. Opponents could swdar, 
argue with officials and throw tan¬ 
trums, but the champion wore a 
steady stony face. He was promptly 
nicknamed “Iceberg”. Whether he is 
winning or losing , it is always the 
same thingiBorg, his shoulders 
almost imperceptibly hunched and 
his eyes on the grass, will walk back 
to the baseline with that curious 
stiff-legged gait of his. 

Only once has Borg dropped that 
mask. In an exhibition match against 
Vitas Gerulaitis, his closest friend 
on the professional circuit, the 
Swede did the unthinkable. He mis¬ 
sed a shot and uttered a brief oath. 
The spectators, incredulous, rose to 
their feet and responded with a 
deafening burst of applause. Geru¬ 
laitis, astounded, dropped his 
racket. ■ 

Borg has five consecutive wins 
under his belt, and it is quite con¬ 
ceivable that there might be more. 
But when Borg is an old man he will 
be referred to as the monarch of 
Wimbledon. The monarch who re¬ 
fused to abdicate. 



The case of the 
absconding ex-IG 

ARUN RANJAN investigates 



D dte May 29, two days before the 
Assembly polls Time after sunset 
Plaie Zarmundi Assembly constituency 
of Santhal Paiganas, a backward adiva 
M—dominated district in Bihar The 
young SDO ot Deoghar, Mr Sanjay Shri 
vastava wiili his patrolling party rinds a 
le 'p near Chitipoka village The jeep is 
searched A country—made pistol, 
dozens of cartridges and Rs 6,^00 in cash 
are recovered along with some election 
publicity material The banner of an 
Independent candidate is prominently 
displayed on the jeep The SDO seizes 
the jeep and the illegal arms The jc'ep’s 
occupants, eight persons including the 
driver, all supporter s of a powerful Inde 
pendent candidate are arrested On May 
•10, at ? 49 a m another raid is conducted 
at Sonaraithari village in the same con 
stituency Huge stocks of illegal arms 
and explosives, 20 bombs two Rampuii 
diggeis rifle cartridges and chemicals 
mcltubng bottles of acid are recovered 
St sen persons all hired pa/ieiuans along 
with an advocate from Deoghar Mr L N 
Mandal aie arrested During intciioga 
I ion ont pdhelwan says * We were 
bioiight here by an independent candi 
<liii to c iptuie booths 

Ihc hide pendent candidate in ques 
I ion IS a rc sicltni of Bihar Sharif But who 
IS he’ Mr U D Choubey the deputy 
lommissionei ol Dumka, identified him 
IS Mr R I al the poweiful ex inspector 
g( Ilf 1 il of police Bihai At cording lo Mr 
( houbes aftei the raids Mi Lai was 
fibsconcling A massive statewide hunt to 
aiicsl him was on A wanant ot airest 
was also issued against Mi 1 al who was 
lighting the Assembh elections fiom 
/aimundi as an Independent candidite 
His mam rivals weic Mi Siikant Iha of 
the ( ongrtss il) and Mr [awahai Prasad 
Singh another Independent Mr Lai’s 
election svnibol was the Kuisi (chair) 
According to ihc election office Mr Lai 
was also engaged in a 20cornered elec 
tion battle at another nearby constituen 
cv- Poraiyahat Prom both places he 
lost At /aimundi he polled only 4,147 
votes against the winner (awahar Prasad 
Singh’s 14 915 who later loined the Con 
gress(l) 

During the 1977 Parliamentary elec 
tions, Mr R Lai was IG vigilance Just 
before the polling, he somehow per 
suaded the then Congress Chief Minister, 
Di J N Mishra to appoint him to super 
vise the elections for which he got a 
special plane The bureaucratic circle 
had then branded him as the "supei IG” 
The Congress debacle in 1977 did not 
harm him Before President s rule 
started in Bihar, he managed to become 
the IGP When the Janata appointed 
Governor and his advisers came, they 
sent him back to the vigilance depart 
mem and reinstated Mr A P Mishra as 
IGP In the meantime, Mr Lai was busy 
impressing Mi Karpoori Thakur After 
the 1977 elections, when Mr Thakur 
became the Chief Minister, Mr Lai once 
again became the IGP When Karpoori 
Tnakur launched his backward move 
mem and enforced the reservation for 
backward castes in government services, 
Mr Lai as IGP openly supported the 
backwards He liked to be branded the 


“backward I(i Ht virtually divided the 
entire polite inathiiieiv from the rank of 
IG to ordinary tonstables along batk 
ward forward lines This disiinition was 
shortlived as C ungress and lanata MLAs 
openly attaiktd him in the Assembly on 
corruption charges Meanwhile, several 
lanata MPs led by Mr Digvijay Narain 
Singh approached the then Prime Minis 
ter Morarji Desai to institute a CBl 
inquiry into Mr Lai’s ‘misdeeds’ Mr 
Desai agreed and directed Mi Karpoori 
Thakur to start the inquiij Mr Lai then 
made a volte fate He left Karpooti 
Thdkui and joined hands with “Chote 
Saheb”, Mi S N Sinha, MP, the state 
lanata thief Now Rajput MLAs who had 
eailier attacked Lai in the House, were 
seen defending him on the same fldoi 
I al continued as the IGP despite the 
controversies When the upper caste lob 
by installed Mr Ram Suijdai Das as Chief 
Minister in Apiil 79 Chote baheh 
Lai s new protector, became the dc facio 
CM All moves against I al were disc our 
(‘■1(1 Jheie was a political crisis in the 
Slate when Das started turning down 
‘Chote Saheb’s ’ orders But 1 al some 
how managed to temain in Das s good 
books Whenever a piojiosal to ou,t I al 
wd. iiiuiated, several haikwaid caste 
and Raiput Ministers thicalencil to tes 
ign men came (he Intclhgciuc Buieau s 
“source money scandal Mi Sudish Na 
ram Singh the then chief ol state inti III 
genic showed some cuuiagc‘ in pievent 
ing I al and his friends from swallowing 
huge amounts ot source money ’ Im 
mediately Lai arranged a coup A slots 
was circulated in the Press claiming that 
Sudish’s pet cal was given a stale funeral 
when It had died Ram Sundar Das 
ordered the transit r of Sudish Smha to 
the so called ‘Andaman Nikohar of lop 
police officials — ihe Police Building 
Construction Cutporaiion (PBCC) A 
powerful Bhumihii state Ministci Mr 
Ram latan Smha ii signed m protest 
Ironicallv at the same time anothci slate 
Minister, Mt Miihilesli Kutnai Singh, 
engaged himselt in seiiotis lontlici with 
the then chief secrctarv Both S N Smha 
and Ram Sundar Das wanted to sec the 
chief secutary out At an important 
Cabinet meeting this proposal was dis 
cussed The anti Lai Ministers told the 
Chief Miiuster that if he wanted the chief 
secretary to leave, ihe controversial KiP 
(R Lai) should also be removed Ihe CM 
ha(< no option In December 1979, conse 
quentlv, Lai saw himself in the PBCC On 
March 31,1980, he rctiicd after a 25 year 

P olice career as the Chairman of the 
BCC 

Before the Assembly elections Mr Lai 
called a Press confctcnce at a posh hotel 
in Patna The journalists had seated 
themselves but Mr Lai was anxiously 
waiting for Dr Jagannath Mishra, the 
Congress! 1) chief He did not come but 
two of his lieutenants did At this Press 
conference R Lai announced that he had 


joined the forward castes dominated 
Congress (1) He was shocked to find 
himselt attacked by pro-Congress(I) joui 
nalist' who asked “Are you joining the 
Party to stop the CBI probe against you’ 
What IS your opinion on the reservation 
issue now’” A mollified Mr Lai’s 
answ »rs shocked the Pressmen “Gentle 
men, the CBl probe is suspended now 
The reservation in services was a calcu 
lated move to fool the backwards” With 
in a week, a rumour gained ground in 
olitical circles that Lai had offered a 
uge donation of over lakhs of rupees to 
the Congress(I) He was likely to get a 
Congres^I) nomination His name was 
put in the Congress(I) candidate list sent 
to Delhi with the backing of a strong 
lobby He also went to Delhi According 
to a source, Mrs Gandhi herself struck off 
his name from the list Sanjay Gandhi 
was also not in a mood to spare him 
Disappointed, 'Lai immediately con 
tacied the fliarkhand Mukti Morcha, the 
CongressfD’s ally in the Assembly elec 
lions but he was turned down He was 
ultimately forced to fight the elections as 
an Independent He selected two back 
ward adivasi constituencies where mus 
cle and money could perhaps yield the 
necessaiv result 

“Mr Lai is in Patna at his Patliputra 
colony residence , mentioned Patna 
dallies, one morning after the elections 
Inquiiies proved the news to be correct 
Next moinmg, local newspapers, pub 
lished his contradiction” Tne contra 
diction emphasised “No such police case 
or warrant of arrest has been issued 
against me, not am I evading arrest I was 
at Zaimundi till the election was over 
All that happened through a section of 
the Press and the lobby opposing me, was 
a poliiicdl stunt ” However, Lai did not 
comment on the seuure of illegal arms 
and the arrest of pabelwans 

Before his contradiction was carried 
in the papers, the Bihar Governor told 
reporters that the three policemen found 
in Lai’s election camp had been sus 
pended 1 he Governor also gave an ulti 
matum that if within the next two days, 
Lai did not surrender, his properties 
would be attached 

In Bihar, bureaucrats are divided on 
the Rajeshwar Lai issue One group says 
that no case was filed or wanant of arrest 
issued for Lai The other group, whose 
spokesman is the Dumka DC, argues that 
police cases were filed and a warrant of 
arrest issued Meanwhile, pictures of 
illegal arms recovered from Lai’s elec¬ 
tion camp appeared in a section of local 
Press In adaition, theie weit rumours 
that the explosives and acid bottles were 
smuggled out of the State I orensic 
Laboratoiy Since firm action was not 
taken against Lai during President’s rule 
the new Congressd) goveinment in Bihar 
will reexamine the case which has now 
been handed over to the CIU Lai’s fate, 
iheiefore, hangs in the balance ■ 
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REVIEW books 


Marxism and Islam 

By ASGHAR ALI ENGINEER 
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T his is a collection of 12 essajys 
written intermittently on the 
Muslim world—more specifically, 
the Arab world and the problems 
faced by it because of Islam. Rodin- 
son IS an unorthodox Marxist and 
does not ignore realities vis-a-vis 
' abstract ideological positions. “For 
me”, he says, “there is not just one 
Marxism, but several Marxisms, all 
with a common core, it is true, but 
also with many divergences, each 
i version being as legitimate as any 
other ” 

j The study of the Muslim world, in 
{ view of the current turmoil, is as 
I fascinating as challenging. It re- 
' quires great clanty of thopght and 
' mind to understand the complex 
socio-economic problems, specially 
when ideological confusion prevails. 
Rodinson possesses the necessary 
competence as he has a firsthand 
knowledge both of Islam and the 
Muslim world However, th^se 
essays were written much before the 
current turmoil started and hence 
j serve only as a useful backgrounder 
to understanding it. 

In the intioductory chapter the 
author raises some pertinent ques¬ 
tions. Formulating one such, the 
author says; “Indeed, I think that all 
religious people should ask them¬ 
selves the following question; why 
do religions in their traditional 
forms no longer inspire the great 
movements formed round other 
ideologies?” By these other ideolo¬ 
gies the author very clearly means 
nationalism, Marxism, etc. No doubt, 
those who assign a central Tole to 
religion for tackling the complex 
problems of our day have to think 
coolly over this poser by the author. 
But, and now this too must be care¬ 
fully taken note of. In viqw of the 
uprising in Iran led by an orthodox 
mullah Ayatollah Khomeini, this 
question has to be considered again. 
It does not necessarily follow that 
the current developments have in¬ 
validated the author’s contention. In 
my opinion, while what Rodinson 
says is by and large true, his formu¬ 
lation ma^ have to be only slightly 
modified in order to put the Iranian 
upheaval—in which religion has 


The reviewer is the author of The 
Bohras (Vikas Publishing House, Rs 
95) and The Origin and Develop¬ 
ment of Islam (Orient Longman, Rs 


played, a substantial role—in proper 
perspective. 

Rodinson is fully aware, of the 
role religion can play in mobilising 
third world societies, especially in 
the Muslim world. Many communists 
and fellow-travellers m the Arab 
world today realise the importance 
of this role. Raif Khoury, a Christian 
Arab fellow-traveller had, as early 
as 1942, emphasised this. “How 
often”, IGhoury then said addressing 
a conference in Damascus, “we have 
heard the call of the muezzin from 
the minerats of this eternal Arab 
city: AUaho Akbarl Allaho Akbar... 
Bilal’s call (the Prophet’s Abyssinian 
freed slave) was a summons, a fan¬ 
fare sounding the beginning of a 
struggle between an epoch which 
was arawing to an end and an age 
whose sun was just rising... that 
Allaho Akbar means, in plain lan¬ 
guage: Punish the greedy usurers! 
Tax those who accumulate profits! 
Confiscate the possessions of the 
thieving monopolists! Guarantee 
bread to the people! Open the road 
of education and progress to 
women... let the stars of freedom, of 
free counsel (shura) and of true 
democracy shine forth!” 

Islam, m its Meccan period, was, 
undoubtedly, a stirring call for 
struggle and change. However, its 
revolutionary elan soon petered out 
after its stormy conquests. Islam, 
after overthrowing the great feudal 
empires of Byzantium and Sassanids 
in its revolutionary thrust, was itself 
feudalised. For more than 12 centur¬ 
ies thereafter, Islam and its 
teachings remained under shadow of 
mediev^ thought. It was only under 
the colonial impact of the West that 
rethinking started and a few politic¬ 
al activists and intellectuals like 
Jamaluddin Afghani and Mufti 
Muhammad Abduh in late 
nineteenth century launched a con¬ 
certed attack on the internal decay 
and emphasised the importance of 
the reconstruction of Islamic 
thought. However, even today, in¬ 
dustrially and technologically 
speaking, the Muslim world, stretch¬ 
ing across Asia and Africa, still 
continues to be relatively backward. 
In many of these countries a sizable 
section of population is still in a 
rimitive and tribal stage. In such a 
ackward milieu, at least sociologic¬ 
ally speaking, the significance of 
religion cannot be ignored- It will 






contiiiue to play an important role in 
the foreseeable future. 

Even in a relatively backward 
European country like Italy where 
the influence of Catholicism is ob¬ 
vious, Marxist intellectuals like 
Gramsci, Togliatti, etc had to come 
to grips with this problem. Thus 
Romnson, in one of the essays Maui 
and the Modem Economic Revolu 
tion tells us that a man like Palmiro 
Togliatti recognized that some peo 
pie could be motivated by religious 
faith in struggling for justice along¬ 
side those who found inspiration in a 
more secular ideology For the Mus 
lim Marxists this has become a chal 
lending question and it would ta> 
their ingenuity to evolve a creative 
synthesis of Islam and Marxism if 
they want to enhance the appeal of 
their movement. It does not neces¬ 
sarily have to be, as often alleged by 
certain quarters, a mere clever stra¬ 
tagem or a political chicanery. It has 
to be an organic synthesis, as Islam’s 
earlier thrust was undoubtedly re¬ 
volutionary in us orientation The 
organisation called Mujahidin-i 
Khalq in Iran is engaged in this 
serious task. A series of articles 
recently appeared in their mouth¬ 
piece Mujahid attempting an inter¬ 
pretation of the Koran in keeping 
with the revolutionary aspirations of 
the masses of Iran. However, this is 
just a beginning In the coming days 
in Iran a decisive struggle wiU take 
place between the Islamic right 
which, in view of the social and 
religious prejudices, has an initial 
advantage, and the left, including 
the Islamic left If the Mujahidin can 
work out a viable synthesis between 
Islam and Marxism, it would prove a 
very effective weapon in their strug¬ 
gle against Ayatollah Khomeini who, 
despite his anti-imperialist phraseol¬ 
ogy, is essentially anti-left 

The author, in his eksay "Re¬ 
lationship between Islam and Com¬ 
munism” rightly ^ints out that 
there is no single Islam or Marxism. 
There are many Tslams’ and ‘Marx¬ 
isms’. Islam as well as Marxism have 
gone through a series of stages of 
evolution. Communist ideology, 
Rodinson maintains, is something 
more than a catalogue of dogmas to 
be unearthed in thg works of Marx, 
Engels, I^nin, Stalin or Mao Tse 
Tung. It is made up of a series of 
very complex ideolodcal layers. The 
ideology expressed in the works of 
Marx and Engels has itself under¬ 
gone an evolution, even during their 
ufetimes. Another important dimen¬ 
sion of working out a meanin^ul 
alliance between Islam and Com¬ 
munism is flexibility of control 
which is often lacking. The author 
says, "one of the main causes under¬ 
lying this admittedly partial failure 
of the communist parties in the Arab ' 
countries is the implacable subordi¬ 


nation of the struggle in these conn, 
tries to the woridstrategy of com¬ 
munism.” 

Many eminent Muslim thinkers 
have maintained the mystique of 
Islamic culture as eternal and un¬ 
changeable. Rodinson in his article 
“Islam and Modem Economic Re¬ 
volution” dismisses, and rightly so, 
this as nonsense. "A culture is tre¬ 
ated," he says, “as a reasoning 
being, a more or less specific, intan¬ 
gible whole, built-up over the cen¬ 
turies around the same particular 
idea, the same values, the same 
sentiments. In short, there is' sup¬ 
posedly a ‘soul’ of Muslim civiliza¬ 
tion which has remained fundamen¬ 
tally unaltered over the ages ” tIus 
is, needless to say, an unhistorical 
view No culture or civilization, over 
a period of centuries, tan escape the 
influence of historical changes Not 
only vertical (temporal) changes but 
also horizontal (spatial) changes 
deeply affect a culture Rodiicson 
says, “The Muslim world has con¬ 
stantly taken new forms, it has con¬ 
stantly accepted foreign inputs, 
whilst, at the same time, influencing 
other cultures It has constantlv cre¬ 
ated new cultural forms and forever 
modified itself ” Rodinson also 
makes the point most emphatically, 
"... Iinsist on the point, it is at the 
time when the Muslim world has 
been most receptive, most open to 
the outside world, that it has been 
most prestigious, most imitated, 
most taken up as a model by others, 
and most powerful. There is thus 
nothmg to fear from the outside 
world, or from change.” 

This IS highly valid. The ula- 
ma,and even the modern Muslim 
intelligentsia, fear change 
apprehending an obliteration of 
their identity This is, however, far 
from logical. A dynamic and creative 
identity is far more fructifying than 
the stagnant one A process of 'de- 
medievalizing Islam, under the im¬ 
pact of modern technological 
changes, cannot be long avoided. 
Accepting purposeful change, with a 
strong tl^st for social justice will 
be far more appealing to the misep^- 
stricken masses in the Muslim 
world. It also has the added advan- 
t^e of preventing hyperconcentra¬ 
tion of riches in a few hands in the 
oil-rich countries causing explosive 
social tensions and pushing the soci¬ 
ety down the precipice of deca¬ 
dence, as is happenmg in the coun¬ 
tries like Saudi Arabia Marxism can 
provide, of course if shorn of certain 
trapping, such a strong thurst of 
soaal justice. 

• Rodinson’s book, although, dated 
in certain respects, will serve to 
stimulate thinkmg in this direction 

(Marxism and the Muslim 
World, Maxima Rodinson, 

Orient Longman, Rs 80) 
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J UNE 4, 1980 The intes- 
sant throb of a tomtom 
stops several people in 
their tracks as they try 

_ and identify the sound 

It is coming from in front of the 
SDO’s court, Jhargram, in Midnapur 
district, where about 500 adivasis of 
the Jharkhand Party have gathered. 
Along with their huge bearskin tom¬ 
toms (dhamsas),most of the men 
carry traditional bows, arrows and 
even tangis(axe-like weapoiis)with 
them Their purpose to present a 
2S-point charter of'demands, head¬ 
ing which is the demand for the 
creation of a separate Jharkhand 
state 

Mid-June, 1980- “Bengalis, leave 
the land of adivasis” say posters 
appearing in Jhargram and a few 
other places in the subdivision “Re¬ 
member Tripura”- the whisper 
spreads like wildfire but worries 
only a few non-tribals. The rest are 
still confident that nothing will hap¬ 
pen, for they have lived in Jhargram 
for years in peace and friendship 

June 18, 1980. A Bengali house 
about two kms away from Jhargram 
is attacked in the eveiiing In Jhar 
gram rumour spreads that the trib- 
als are on the rampage, that many 
houses have been burnt and. a num¬ 
ber of Bengalis have been murdered. 
But the truth is different. The cul 
prits are a bunch of dacoits from 
Bihar who looted the household 
Foitunately, two of the dacoits are 
caught and another one is killed on 
the spot Suspicion no longer rests 
on the tribdis 

June 19, 1980- Word has reached 
the administration that the adivasis 
are going to attack Jhargram’s 
Jubilee Market CRP and police per¬ 
sonnel pour into this small sub- 
divisional tribal town which waits 
with bated breath Shopkeepers pull 
doWn shutters and the mood in the 
market is one of apprehension But 
nothing at all happens and the day 
passes off peacefully. 

June 20, 1980: Some well-known 
citizens of Jhargram receive post 
cards which have been sent from 
within the town the previous day 
The postcards all bear the same 
message inscribed in red:Jai Jhar 
khana/Santhal-Mahato bhai-bhai, 
ilaiigalir rakta chai.fLong live Jhar- 
khand/Santhal and Mahato brother- 
hood/Bengali blood must be shed) 


JHARGRAM 
Another THbal Revok 


So far, the real culprit has been rumour. And despite 
tensions between tribals and Bengalis, 
reports TIRTHANKAR GHOSH 



Jubilee Market 


Rumours spread a^ain; among them 
that Jhargram station is supposed to 
be crammed with people evacuating 
the town. The rumours are again 
false. 

month of rumours, fuelled by 
panic and newspaper headlines, 
has not led to any eruption of vio¬ 
lence in Jhargram; it is still as calm 
as it has been since 40 years ago 
when Bengalis first started settling 
down, buying lands in bits and 
pieces from the tribal king. 

Twenty years ago. Jubilee Market 
was built. Legend has it that it was 
built to celebrate the jubilee of 
some royal personage; but people 
are vague about who exactly tnis 
personage was. Anyway, it was a 
major presence in the economic life 
of the tnbals, who now had a market 
for their trade. Today, the Jubilee 
Market consists of 300 rusty tin 
sheds crammed suffocatingly close 
to one another. In the monsoons, the 
entire area is awash with mud, filth 
and slush. Also, a market built by 
the tribals today hardly has any 
tribal shops in it. According to the 
secretary of the Jubilee Market Ka- 
lyan Samiti, Subhas Chandra Saha, 
out of the 315 plots, roughly 25 are 
owned by Marwaris, haray five to 
seven are owned by tribals, and the 
rest are owned by Bengalis. 

Thursday and Sunday are baat- 
days when the villagers, mostly trib¬ 
als. flock in to sell what little they 


have produced a piece of hand- 
woven cloth, sometimes sal seeds, 
generally a few kilogram^ of rice. 
Today the tribals have to sit in front 
of the regular shops, wherever they 
tan find some place. And even this is 
resented by the shopkeepers, who 
don’t want the tribals around. The 
tribals are constantly abused; in one 
incident, boiling water was poured 
over a tribal. 

The Jubilee Market has become a 
classic symbol of tribal grievance 
The Jharkhand Party has taken up 
the cause two of the 25 demands 
placed before the .SDO deal with 
problems in the Jubilee Market. The 
SDO asked for a month’s time to find 
a solution But here comes one of the 
main paradoxes of the situation 
there is little the government can do 
even if it wants to, because the 
shopkeepers cannot be legally re¬ 
moved The fact is that, in most 
cases where the tribals have been 
deprived of either their land or their 
sources of livelihood, it has been 
done legally Through ignorance, or 
deceit, or bribery, or hunger, the 
tribals sold their rights to settlers. 
But the tribals are demanding a 
place in the market, as they have 
nowhere to go for the pitiful com¬ 
merce that means the difference 
between life and death for them. It 
was this which largely led to 
rumours that the tribals would raze 
the Jubilee Market to the ground. 

Tribal leaders hotly denied that any 
such plan existed: they equally 
fiercely deny that there is any Ben¬ 
gali kheda andolan (i.e. a movement 
to drive out Bengalis). 

It is true that a small militant 
sectibn of tribal has been active. 1 
saw only one inflammatory poster, 
about 20 km outside Jhargram town, 
which said “Bangui hatao, desh 
bachao"(Remove Bengalis and save 
this land). Some threatening letters 
have also been sent to some promin¬ 
ent Bengalis. The government’s 
agencies are invesUgaing the mat¬ 
ter. Perhaps more than anything 
else, the violence in the north east 
has frightened the authorities; no- 
bo^ wants another Tripura. 

There is no doubt that quite a few 
of the imevances of the tribals are 
justified, llieir continued impover¬ 
ishment is an extraordinary tragedy. 
Their cultural traditions and their 
language have been neglected. They 





have lost their land. The number of 
educated tnbals is minimal. If one 
goes to the Natu Moirar Chowk in 
Jhargram, one can see the poverty of 
the tribal who wait there to be hired 
as labourers at giveaway wages. 
Tribal women pick up dead bran¬ 
ches and twigs from the sal trees in 
the forests to sell them — and here 
too they are harrassed by forest 
guards, (of. course the forces of law 
and order in our country do not seem 
to be able to see massive deforesta 
non by rich contractors willing to 
pay bribes). A tribal boy does re¬ 
ceive a stipend of Rs 75 a month if 
he goes to college, but since he has 
no other source of money (that is, his 
family cannot afford to supplement 
this), he obviously cannot survive in 
a college on the sum — and definite¬ 
ly not in a city like Calcutta to which 
he must come if he wants a good 
education Even in Jhargram, which 
Is a tribal area, the government 
college, Raj College, has only tive 
per cent tribals on its rolls 

The demand for a separate state 
put by the Jharkhand Party envis¬ 
ages a contiguous area taken from 
four states, Bihar, Orissa, West Ben¬ 
gal and Madhya Pradesh From 
Bihar would come Singhbhum, Ran 
chi, Palamau, Hazaribagh, Giridih, 
Dhanbad and Santhal Parganas, 
from West Bengal would come Puru 
ha, Midnapure and Bankura, from 



“Bangali hatao, desh bachao” 


Orissa, Mayurbhanj, Keonjhar, Sun- 
dargarh and Sambhalpur; from 
Madhya Pradesh, Sarguja and 
Raigarh In such a state, claim the 
Jharkhand leaders, the tribals 
would be able to concentrate on 
both their social and economic de¬ 
velopment — and there would be no 
exploitation by non-tribals. Jhar¬ 
khand leaders point out that the 
officers who rule Santhal area simp¬ 
ly do not know Santhah, so how can 
they expect to know what the tribal 
problems are? There are demands 
for a tribal interpreter in Jhargram 


court, a tribal doctor and nurses in 
Jhargram hospital. Genuine cases 
have been lost by tribals because 
they could not express themselves in 
court. Patients have died because 
they could not explain the nature of 
their sickness. 

Jagannath Mukherjee is an ex¬ 
ception. He has lived for nearly 40 
years in Jhargram, and is so identi¬ 
fied with Santhals that he is often 
called Ja^u Mandi or Jagu Santhal 
He organises Santhal cultural prog¬ 
rammes and trains singers and dan¬ 
cers. He did not believe that the 
Santhals of the region would resort 
to mass communal violence against 
Bengalis. But he told me of a Santh- 
ali song. Sitting in the dark Pulak 
Radio Store on Jhargram’s main 
road where Jharkhand Party mem¬ 
bers and leaders get together, Jagu 
Santhal recited this song. 
Nootakan, nootakan 
Abon disham dao 
Bohela akan, tohela akan 
Abon jati dao 

Eben eben ebeno pai, aho adtvasi 
Abna daretey, chandwa sohottey, 
Debon kurumutti. 

It means, ‘Our land is growing 
dark, we are becoming poorer, or 
people are leaving their homes and 
going astray, awake, adivasis; with 
our work good work and God’s bles¬ 
sing we will be able to rise and 
triumph’ 


Bihar's tortured tribes 

Besides famine, poverty, local landlords and contractors, the tribals of Bihar are 
victims of government policies, say ABHIMANYU SINGH and NEERAJ ROY. 


"Over the past ihiee and bait de¬ 
cades the greatet Indian civilisation 
has crept into every nook and ciati 
ny ot this land and its original 
society The result has been a syste¬ 
matic exploitation of its people (trib¬ 
als) and their gradual but certain 
strangulation ” 

—A se nior Bihar civil servant. 

LITTLE less than half 
the total land area of 
Bihar, the Chotanagpur- 
Santhal ‘ Parganas belt 

- . 1 (consisting of Palamau, 

Hazaribagh, Giridih, Ranchi, Dhan¬ 
bad, Singbhum and Santhal Parga 
nas) houses 46 out of Bihar’s SO lakh 
tribals. Nearly a fifth of India’s total 
public sector investment is in indus¬ 
tries located here. Ever since the 
railways linked the region with the 
Jharia coal-fields around the turn of 
the century, it has become an El 
Dorado of industrial optimism: steel 
plants at Jamshedpur and Bokaro, 
the Damodar Valley Corporation, 
Sindri Fertiliser Plant, the heavy 

onoin»»rino fartnrv at Ratirki havo 


been at the forefront of an unpre 
cedented industiial boom But one 
group of people has had to pav a 
heavy price (or this. For the iiib.ils, 
thi.s has meant the end of an eia 

There are several basic aspects of 
the tribal tragedy The adivasi i.s 
being exploited on a vast scale, by a 
variety of methods — savage des¬ 
truction of forests, usurpation of his 
land, and slavery in labour markets 


Sangjhon. a village to be razed 



I oi (lie Ici-,1 two diul t< h.tit vvars, 
( )<P foKcs have bc-cn iiisln’i!’ infu 

si.isi';'' a.'idSto-, • iiiiiii'il tgi 

taiioi-s .tgdin’-t the ■ . teak 

tree Inbai bhxtd s'-atan- 
ghada or. Novembft i97^ flute 
adivasis weie killed in the police 
filing A month eaibc ir Ichapui, 
Maheswar Jatndi, suciumbed to a 
police bullet In fact, as early as 
August 1978, irate tribals launched 
an agitation against the plantation 
of teak trees in the areas of Nakhas 
and Kara, 30 kms from Goilkera. The 
situation was tense Taken aback, 
the forest department abruptly stop¬ 
ped its teak plantation programme, 
waiting for the anger to die down 
The plateau-remon of Chotanag- 
pur and Santhal Parganas contain 
the bulk of Bihar’s forests Stretched 
over ^3,150 sq kms, it constitutes 
29.1 per cent of the land Around 4 6 
million of the five million tribal 
opuiation of Bihar live in this tribal 
elt. For the tiibals, itvk >-,,"7tbolises 
the outsider Forth- ■ c ' sik is 
t^c -nh w)' ■■ .* '\ciAey 
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Ranihi. was frank “We need tori ' 
produce for the coal Industrie 11 
industries and the llhC Sal tiers 
take 120 years to mature wheitas 
teak takes 20 ” 1 or the tribals sal is 
the king of the forest “What has 
teak got to give us'-’ leak means 
more contractors, more outsideis 
We worship the sal trees, we use its 
flowers for food It is this tree whu h 
th% lorest department wants to dcs 
trov,” explained N 1' Horo Pandey,> 
howevet, is quick to point out iis 
political significance “No political 
agitation in the.region can succeed 
unless the forest is made into an 
issue 

With official connivance, unset ii 
puluus contractors have made mil 
lions out of the forests Retently a 
formei Chief tonservatoi of foicsts 
showed slides where illicit distilla 
tion ot li(|Uot went on along with 
indiSLiiminate felling ol tiecs in the 
Dalma forests of lamshedpur Ihe 
cuntiaitoi tonccined had violated 
his permitted limits, but an official 
in the foiesi depaitmcnt complained 
helplesslv 'What can we do-* His 
armed men paliol the aieas and 
threaten the rangers 

In the name of the Kutku Dam 
nngation pioiecl in Bella, m the 
Palaniau district whn h contains one 
ot India’s Tiger Pioject areas, about 
1,000 acres of foiesi have been 
wiped out Here, too, private con 
tiafttois have run amuck fat beyond 
the allotted area A broad metalled 
road has sprung up Ihe forests have 
already been cleared And despite 
the luthless exploitation ot the 
foiests. little money has been 
ploughed back into the area In 
1978, Singbhum forests alone contti 
»buied aiound Rs four crores to the 
state exchequer and in return the 
foiest depaitment ploughed back 
only Rs 14 lakhs as “development 
fund" Chotanagpiir alone contii 
buted Rs 12 t rotes to the exchequei 
that year and the reinvestment was 
meagre 

'Ihe Forest Di velopment Corpor 
atioii, which u IS cieated in IS?"! 
with the avowed intention of prom 
oting development work in the le 
gion, has done piettons little In 
forest division 1, Rs 8 90 lakhs was 
sanctioned for the constiuction of 
wells, schools, roads, houses and 
health centres Nothing has emerged 
so far 

J AGANATH LOHARA, 
4'>, a rickshawpuller, 
went mad the day he 
discovered he had lost 
his land to a professor ot 
political science at Ranchi Universi 
ty As his wife wept and begged him 
to be patient, Jaganath destroyed 
his own hutment in a fit of impotent 
rage They took him away to the 
lunatic asylum at nearby Kanke 
where he was kept for several years 

AA 


Ills Wife was Icti to tend for herself 
and then thicc children Jaganath is 
back to his tickshaw today, but his 
loui acics aie still in the clutches of 
the infliuntial non tribal professor 
Jaganath’s ttagedy lesulted from a 
mistake committed by an officer 
while putting down the names of 
tribes utulcr the put view of the 
Lhotaiiagpiii lenancyAct Ihetrib 
al list mentions ‘Lohar’ and not 
‘Lohaid I his minor flaw in spelling 
has bet n use d by the leained ptofes 
SOI to his advantage Akhaun Ran 
jan kuniai, an advocate ot the 
Voluniary legal Aid Centre, Ranchi, 
who loolc up the jaganath Lohara 
case said “ Ihe piofessoi whu took 
ovci the adivasi land tried to fall 
back on the plea that the Scheduled 
Area Regulations Act does not en 
compass the municipal area The 
Additional Collector had on this 
point luled in favour of the non 
tribal Now Section 1 of the Act has 
been amended and the municipal 
area does not get the exemption ” 
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laganaib is lucky to have got free 
legal aid Other ttibals do not and 
hence lose then land rather lie 
quently Aiound 12 kins away tiom 
Lohardaga is a village, Bhaigaon, 
which has a magnificent farm, called 
Nandgaon, after the owner Mr Nand 
Lai Sahu The larm, spi cad out over 
230 acres, is built mainly on adivasi 
land Among other things, it boasts 
of a swimming pool, a landing strip 
for a two seater, a luxurious rest 
house, a seed farm and other mod 
ern irrigation facilities The Sahus 
are a family of multimillionaires 
who deal mostly in liquor The faim 
was created with the gradual ac¬ 
quisition of tnbal lands. 

Recently the Sub Divisional 
Officer (SDO) of Lohardaga restored 
some of the land to the adivasis 
against great opposition from the 
Sahus Subsequently, a case of theft 
was instituted against the SDO by 
the Sahus While the SDO was per¬ 
sonally supervising the transfer of 
the land at Nandgaon farm, armed 
men attacked the official party. 


'Iribal land alienation, despite 
the laws to prohibit it, is very com¬ 
mon In Ranchi district alone, there 
were 24,121 cases of land alienation 
under the Schedule Area Regulation 
Act registered till 31 January 
1980 “The greatest problem is the 
incapacity of the tnbals to maintain 
documents as they are not so clever 
The non tribals excel in this (keep¬ 
ing documents) because the courts 
rely on documents Also, the people 
sitting in the courts are too legalistic 
and this helps the non tribhls too,” 
lamented a senioi officer 

HILL private alienation 
▼ A T" of adivasi land has been 
\l\l widespiead and largely 

W W unchecked, the govern 
_H M ment itself paradoxical¬ 
ly, IS by far the mtist frequent usur 
per of tnbal land An exasperated 
official of Bihar’s irrigation depart 
ment in Patna, asked “Do they (the 
tribals) want a gieen Jharkhand or a 
barren one’” Ovei Rs 500 crores 
worth of development work, chiefly 
m the irrigation and the power set 
tor, IS alleged to have been 
grounded by tnbal intransigency 
The official lamented over gran 
diose “development” schemes, all 
held up due to the irritating attach¬ 
ment of the “primitive” tnbals for 
their land 

More than 10,000 scheduled 
tastes and 50,000 scheduled tribes 
families were rendered homeless 
during the first three live year plans 
in order to make land available for 
the construction of public sector 
industrial proiects, particularly m 
the coal mines area Even after that, 
the displaced continued to multiply 
due to the massive superthermal 
power projects like Patratu and 
Tenughat, or Bokaro Steel Limited 

Koel Karo hydel project, a Rs 
250 crore undertaking, is yet 
another tale of tribal misery 
Approved in 1977 with a proposed 
capacity of 732 megawatts of elec¬ 
tricity, Koel Karo intends to com¬ 
pensate the power shortage in the 
eastern sector The project will also 
submerge 48,000 acres of land, des¬ 
troy over 200 villages, uproot 15,000 
families and displace about a lakh 
people The problem is not the build¬ 
ing of an essential project, but the 
rehabilitation of this large number 
of people who will be directly 
affected. Their past experience does 
not give them any confidence in the 
state And development itself has no 
meaning for them, since they have 
never tasted the fruits of develop¬ 
ment, but have only suffered from 
the vices that tend to accompany 
industrialisation. 

Besides Koel Karo, there are 13 
medium irrigation projects which 
have created!^ a lot of tension. In 
Paras, one such irrigation scheme 
was opposed by 200 families in a 



charter. The issue; problems relat¬ 
ing to the irrigation schemes in 
Chotanagpur and Santhal Parganas. 
The committee rejected the de¬ 
mands that the rates of the land be 
decided in advance, and fixed at five 
times the market rate It also re¬ 
jected the plea that the minimum 
price of land be fixed at Rs 10,000 an 
acre Acting according to tradition, 
the committee decided that only 
those jobs which required no special 
skill should be reserved for the 
displaced tribal — jobs like soil and 
stone-cutting. “Our past experience 
has shown us that after displacing 
them, the government has left the 
people totally in the lurch,” said N. 
E. Horo To the tribals the loss of 
land has always meant the entry of 
the outsider According to Kuzur 
“The government as a whole, is 
taken by the trcbals as the biggest 
exploiters” 

CC ET away you scoundrels, you 
\jrjunglees! You are blocking 
the way to the shop.” The owner of 
the Uday Mistan Bhandar at the 
Lalpur Chowk in Ranchi is frequent¬ 
ly seen hurling such abuses and 
buckets of cold water at groups of 
adivasi men and women waiting for 
contractors to pick them up These 
people who are treated as stray 
animals, are daily wage-earners. 

A middle-aged woman is 
approached by a man She looks 
around hesitantly. Her friends coax 
her into taking the work. 

“What time chujjiti?” she asks. 

“The usual and regular,” replies 
the man. 

Silence 

“We will give you food as well,” 
the man adds 

The woman looks around. Her 
friends nudge her to “go ahead” 
The man takes the woman or reza, as 
they are called, along with him. It is 
8 30 in the morning, and a deal is 
over. 

Clara is a young Catholic girl 
from Simdega. She waits for the 
contractor, with patience and an 
empty stonvsch For the last two 
days, it has been bad; there has been 
no work either for her or her hus¬ 
band. She has been staying in Ran¬ 
chi in a rented house at Kumhar Toll 
for the last two months. They pay Rs 
30 a month as rent. “My husband 
also works. We did not have any 
work in Simdega. There was no kheti 
ban (agriculture). So we came to 
Ranchi,” she explained. 

Such scenes are common enough 
in the many labour markets in Ran¬ 
chi that remain open the whole year. 
The labour market has its own rates. 
These are, of course, open to bar¬ 
gaining. Women are paid seven 
rupees a day, a rupee less than the 
men. In periods of distress, as 
famine, the chances of their secur¬ 
ing work every day are very low. 
Clara, for instance, gets work for 


fifteen days in a month on an aver¬ 
age during normal times. Said 
Sukhram Vlunda, a young man of 
village Puttidag at Maranghada of 
Khunti sub-division. “We filed a 
petition to the Block Development 
Officer for the nahar ka kam (canal 
work). We waited for many days. But 
there was no response. When we 
were on the point of starvation, we 
came here ” Sukhram has rented a 
room in one of Ranchi’s slum areas 
for Rs 15 a month The room, in¬ 
cidentally, IS shared by as many as 
eight persons 

The labour markets cater mainly 
to the brick kilns' and other small 
jobs Apart from these markets, 
where adivasis come from as far 
away as fifteen miles in the early 
morning and wait till noon for lutk 
to smile upon them, there are others 
which operate on a larger scale. And 
these are more vicious in their func¬ 
tioning. Every year by the end of 
September, agents of contractors 
fan out all over the region They 
herd men and women in groups and 
lure them away to distant regions 
with promises of decent wages and 
living conditions Recently, the hor¬ 
rifying tale of 208 such labourers 
being kept as slaves in the brick 
kilns of Tripura hit the headlines 
The men and women were rescued 
after a seven-month captivity in the 
brick kilns The women were raped, 
their men beaten up Four women. 
Rani Marsha. Mangi and Aanchi 
Munda of the Torpa area in Ranchi 
were repeatedly raped by the ‘sar- 
dars’ or the labour bosses “It was 
like a harem The sardar used to 
sleep with as many as five to six 
women at a time,” an official who 
accompanied them back to Ranchi 
said 

Pattan Bhagat had a tragic tale to 
narrate about his enslavement in 
Tripuia. He was weary but he was 
happy to be home Along with the 
other labourers he had been lured 
away from his home in Lohardaga 
division in August last year “We 
were asked to work as many as 14 
hours a day At any time in the night 
we were asked to get up and work in 
the kiln My two-year-old son died 
for want of medicine,” he said Balo 
Oraon, a woman labourer broke 
down and wept as she recalled that 
they used to get Rs 20 a week as 
wa^es. Karma Munda of Khunti sub¬ 
division said: “We were barred from 
mbving even in the market When 
some of us wanted to come back, we 
were beaten up ruthlessly.” 

These are not isolated cases. Hun¬ 
dreds of such groups are lured away 
to far away states such as Punjab 
and Kashmir and then treated as 
slaves (see SUNDAY, May 18). The 
sale of women is also a common 
practice, especially younger ones. In 
November, 1979 about 20 good- 
looking women left Bizara village of 


Kuchai, Singbhum for an unknown 
destination in .search of a livelihood. 
In the same month, around 40 boys 
and girls were lured away by a 
contractor for employment in Cal¬ 
cutta. But the boys were left midway 
and had to return. The girls were 
taken away to some unknown des¬ 
tination. Six girls, however, re¬ 
turned to reveal that they were 
taken for prostitution. Sinni Gorin 
and Uma Gorin of Gua village in 
Singbhum were taken to the 
brothels of Punjab where they were 
rescued by the Bihar police recently. 

Members of the Adivasi and Hari- 
jan Cell, Bihar, have recently de¬ 
manded that the government keep 
track of the migrating women 
labourers, and national permits to 
private buses be immediately with¬ 
drawn. These buses are used to take 
the labourers to distant places, they 
allege As it is, the migration is a 
common feature in the region, even 
when the crops are good 

Throughout the recent history of 
this region, tribal agitations and the 
sporadic revolts against the gradual 
destruction of the tribal society have 
taken place. Often these revolts 
have been bfutally suppressed and 
on other occasions the leaders of the 
agitation were won over with com¬ 
promises. Today a very potent force 
exists in the form of the Jharkhand 
Mukti Morcha led by the Member of 
Parliament from Dumka, Shibu 
Soren. There are other organisations 
like the Birsa Seva Dal and Jhar¬ 
khand Party which are active in 
organising the tribal population. 

Whatever the leadership or the 
leader, the tribal reawakening is a 
fact. An awareness of it is also 
growing among an as vet small but 
determined section of the bureauc¬ 
racy “Everyone who has worked in 
this area, politician to social worker, 
is drawn to the Jharkhand move¬ 
ment and has to support it in some 
way or the other if only for their own 
survival here,” explained Nirmal 
Sen Gupta of the A. N. Sinha Insti¬ 
tute of Social Studies, Patna, and an 
economist who is an authority On the 
region. 

The tragedy here is a peculiar 
form of Indian colonialism which 
differs from its British predecessor 
in that at least the British respected 
their own law. Along with this is the 
utter conten^t of most outsiders for 
the tribals. Said a social worker in 
Dumka; “The contradiction is 
ethnic-tribais versus non-tribals. 
The hanjans who form the other 
section of this land-exploited com¬ 
munity are part of the Indian cul¬ 
ture. The harijan knows what is 
happening to him Hence, he has to 
be subdued by force. The tribal on 
the other hand does not even know 
what is happening to him He can't 
even fight back. He is heading for 
extinction.” • 




ViiiihI pirmiiTf fiiicM 


N KXT time you see a Drigni 
young girl in a secondary 
role in a Hindi film and start 
wondering what she is doin^, 
you shouldn’t be surprised if a 
friend tells you that the bright 
girl IS doing very well m region 
al films Remember the smart 
kid Gavstii who did an impress¬ 
ive job in Tapasya’Did you 
think that she was hibernating' 
Well, certainly not She’s busy 
in Kannada films And with Dr 
Rajkumar as her hero' 


T he aftermath of the D/wr- 
am-Hcma marriage was 
more interesting than the 
event According to one of th' 
film industry's bigwigs, Dhar 
am has flown off to U,SA with 
his legally wedded (first) wife 
for a month-long holiday On 
the other hand, Hema is duti¬ 
fully turning up at the studios 
tor shooting Strange couple, 

this 

Besides. Hema’s marriage can 
have a disastrous effect on her 
careei Years ago, when Vy- 
jayanthimala married a “mar- 
ried-man-with-kids”, her popu¬ 
larity plunged downwards 
Only Amitabh and Raakhee 
have actually flourised after 
getting married, proving to be 
notable exceptions to an un¬ 
written rule In Hema's case, 
one already hears her old, dear 
friends saying nasty things be 
hind her back 




CUSJAi who starred 

hJ in Rocky, has turned a new 
leaf Initially, he was known as 
Tina Munim 's boyfriend but 
now It IS going to be the other 
way round Suniav has been 
ofteied ,1 f.iiiiastii lole by none 
othc-i iluii! tlulsban Kai file 
film will be directed by .Sub 
hash Ghai and Tina had got 
really palK wiilithis young 
direttoi diuingthe Ooiy stint 
of Karr Sunjav has however 
opted tor 1‘oonam Dhillon, the 
latest good luck charm avail 
able in Bombay This may 
widen the rift between Tina 
and Sunjay - or bring them 
closet, depending on Tina’s 
handling of the situation Tina 
is clever enough to know on 
which side her bread is but¬ 
tered 

EliPTl NAVAL is busy on 
two fronts she is consoli¬ 
dating her hold on films and 
Shekhar Kapoor Shekhar 
drops in regularly at Deepii’s 
lace and spends hours with 
ei Both have however refused 
to comment on their relation¬ 
ship. At the moment of wi iting 
Deepti IS shifting to another 
home as a paying guest Come 
to think of a, she is on the 
move in more than one wav' 


F IN.\LLV,wfiC(iri'' i.li, 
most fantastic film pu 
miert 1 have alli'iidi d n i . cci 
' yeais The .»bsnu <■ .il I'lC Boin 
I bay film I’lcss w.ts c,'ispi uoi- 
! though I found tw 1 '< t , 
j among the uinici s f a . i < ‘ 

I /ii'sopeiii/ig ii’ghi .ii A, ' • 
j which IS loi ated in the h" ' id 
Bombay 1 feel that ilu s rren 
mg of the film was a last minul 
decision The inviianon cauls 
I eached us on the day of ihe 
function Itself The show was 
supposed to begin al 7 p m an 
many of us received the card a 
4pm Those who unfortuiiateJ 
reached the theatre in lime, 
had to wait for nearly two hoiii 
for the show to begin Outside 
the theatre, the police hadio 
lesort to a lathi-chaige to dis¬ 
perse the crowd The Chief 
Minister of Maharashtra, Mi ^ 
R Antulay and Mi fiiindu Rao 
! Chief Minister of Karnataka 
were joint duet guesi, beiozi 
Khan, VmodKhanna Zeenai 
Aman and Amjad Knan deh 
veied shoit spei-chc s during 
the 2(1 minute intcival The 
most mteresimg aspect of the 
show was however the large 
number of gateciashers who 
sejuatfed on the carpel and 
waithed the tdm Qu^haiii.' 
likely 10 be a super h.i 






A numlKi (it Kl><ni<nii bovs 
•ire (l(.•^|H■IdU■lv irvHitJ l<i 
indki'It Id ihi tup III lamil 
films IJfspiU- ihi' tdiUiii' (if 
.SiHnJfi’sfiisi film, \cei-h,il 
Kiiljm which was diroi ted b\ 
Kamanna. Sumaii isfxpi (led 
1(1 b(' aiKilhfi Kainalah.isan 
And Shtih A'aivaA snii (it I'rein 
Na/ir (with '(•lO tilins to his 
( rcdit I IS acting in font Tamil 
films And ihun then' is hjUp 
Porhf/i, well inlormed and alert 
who IS doing (June well And 
he's cerlaiiilv in good coinpanv 
K Balathaodei, Bain Mahen 
dra and Bharaian figure among 
bisdiieilois But some “in 
^liieiitial pco(ile'’ do not seem 
Id like him Rumour has It that 
he's a la/y, tarefree person who 
maki^s his pioduceis and co- 
stars wait fill hours Mind you, 
none ot his piodui ers havi 
complained though Noi aiehis 
CO stars (.omplaintrig ,Siimaii is 
cast opposite i^arina Wahah, 

.Si idevi and Sri\ idya in some ot 
the torthcoming films 

T his columnist raielv gets 
letters from tilin stars but 
the other day a registered let- 
lei arrived I'lom .fay.i/a/i/fia, 
supeistar ot yesttryeais, 
whose ret eiit etiot is to stage a 
comeback proved unsuci ess- 
tiil And she did not like the 
A-xpression 1 had used in an 


earlier despalh “stiuggling to 
slageacomebaik” “I am real 
ly no lorigei interested in a film 
career”, her liandwrilteii note 
said “By god's grace, I am 
extremely well off financially 
and I will continue to live like a 
t|ueen for the test ot my days” 
She however informed me that 
she would accept a tempting 
offer if It came her wav Fine, 
Jayalalitha, but (lid the couple 
of films you accepted last vear 
really tempt you •'Jayalalitha 
however deserves kudus for her 
successful literary career “My 
first full length novel Oruthi ke 
SonJhiini has sold 1 U),0(M) 
copies”, her letter said “And 
two novels of mine, in serial 
lorm, aie due to be published in 
Kjiki and Ai-wini I am also 
contributing articles on a regu- 
I.ir basis to Cho’s Thufflak and 
.Savi’s Sujdthii" Ilei fans must 
I be hoping that one of her 
novels will be made into a film 
starring the author Surely and 
tone h wood, she’s one of the 
tew well-preserved heroines of 
her times 

A NTHJKADU MANI laun- 
(hed his first Tamil film 
nearly two years ago it was to 
siai Shoba After doing the 
spadework Mani nearly went 
“broke" He sought to revive 
the tilm with the help of a 


cousin in the (lull Bui the 
cousin, not knowing the mecha¬ 
nics of the film industry, was 
impatient with the film’s prog¬ 
ress Thus Mam was again 
forced into hibernation And 
then in April, Shoba met Mani 
soon after her Past award was 
announced and offered to help 
him to levive the film “I also 
met a couple of friends who 
promised to help me, and distn 
butors were also showing in¬ 
terest in the project, thanks 
mainly to Shoba But tragedy 
struck on May 1”, recalls Mam 
However he’s determined to 
complete the film Heisre- 
shouting some portions featur¬ 
ing the new star, Menaka Vi- 
jaybabu, the upcoming hero 
has been retained Y Vijaya 
has been replaced by a 
greenhorn, Sharmila, “purely 
to c ut down the cost” 

W HO likes Rti/a Ramani’s 
pimples’ Balu Mahendra 
does And he ought to know, he 
phiftographed -ind directed her 
in Kokila Well, Kuia did not 
have loo many pimples then 
but Balu who’s allergic to make 
up would rather have Roja with 
all her pimples 

ATHI ACNIHOTRhs thril 
led that her second Tclugu 
flint Pvnnamt Nagu is doing 


excellent business all over 
Andhra in sharp contrast to her 
first Telegu film which flopped 
at the box-office She's looking 
forward to the release of ,/jga 
Mttndi, another Telegu venture 
in which she's paired with Sho- 
ban Babu And then there’s 
Sa/i/ias, a Hindi film in which 
she’s cast opposite Mithiin 
Chakra barty 


A fter a couple of dull 
weeks, Jayasudha ts busy 
once again She’s doing Rekha's 
Khuhsoorat role in an up¬ 
coming Telugu film being pro 
duced Ity Manian She is also 
playing the lead role in Chevina 
Baasa/o. a remake of fCasme 
Vaade, opposite Shoban Babu 
Besides she has recently com 
pleted two films Good work, to 
say the least 


I S It true that Rajmkant gut 
Rs eight lakhs for Murattu 
Kali and its Tehigu version’ 
Produed by A VM, which is 
known to be very frugal, the 
heavy remuneration was paid 
to Rajmkant as the AVM unit 
wanted dates at a stretch Rathi 
IS his heroine in the film which 
IS nearing completion 

PIOUSJI 
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Let that 
one day 
start todays 
Step into 
State Bank 
right away. 


Every parent dreams of 
a bright future for his child. 
But what every parent 
doesn’t dream of is how fast 
time flies and how soon 
tomorrow comes. Too often 
our dreams are shattered 
because of lack of foresight 
and planning. 

At State Bank we have a 
scheme for every dream. 


Perennial Pension Plan. 
Janata Deposit. And the 
Minor’s Account. 

Drop in at the nearest 
office of the State Bank 
for further details. 

Save with State Bank— 
India’s largest bank with 
over 5,200 offices. 


Savings Account. Fixed 
Deposit. Recurring Deposit. 

Reinvestment Plan. W MdtC BdllK 


48 


CHAITflA SSI 826 




The pain 
in Spain 

Times are hard for Spam 
whose relations with the 
Muslim countries cannot be 
described as altogether 
warm While President Gis 
card IS opposing ^anish 
membership of the EEC, the 
British and the Italians are 
trying their best to stop 
Spain’s agricultural produce 
from entering their markets 
This became amply clear 
from the suggestion for a 
ban on Spanish potatoes by 
Biitish Prime Minister, Mrs 
I hatcher But Spam is bemt 
on joining the EEC and is 
I now trying to get the USA to 
support her And how can 
Spain succeed’ For one 
thing, not too long ago, the 
I Spanish I oreign Minister, 
Mercclino Oreja announced 
' his counirv’s intention to 
join Nato Some of Oreja’s 
own countrymen see this as 
an attempt to win the USA 
over to the Spanish side In 
fait, Oreja himself said “It 
would be absuid” to join 
Nato if Spam was kept out of 
the EEC Membership in 
Nato will ceitainly solve 
some of the country s m 
numerable proiblems, but it 
IS still uncertain whether 
USA will support Spam’s en 
try to the EEC 

Signs of 
a craze 

“Mon chert, J’ai pense 
daat you would wish a leetle 
snapp shott of mee I mees 
you ” This is what Bngette 
Bardot had allegedly writ 
ten in a postcard to Malcolm 
Agnew And the postcard is 
a part of a huge collection of 
Raw Rawlines who is author 
of The Guines^ Book of 
World Autographs and Four 
Hundred Years of British 
Autographs He was only 13 
years old when he took up 
the hobby of collecting sign 
aturcs And today his collec 
twin has turned out to be the 
biggest private collection of 
autographs, letters and 
documents signed bv every 
sovereign in Britain since 
Henry VII, bv every British 
PM, most American Presi 
dents and some remarkably 
obscure figures Among 
1,247 Items exhibited in 
Southeby’s, London one is 
the list of the collection in 
11 volumes 
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Dr Robert Martin hanging with his family 


No, It IS not a concentra 
tion camp of the 1980s — 
just another method of phy 
siotherapy that Cures back 
sprains Dr Robert Martin, a 
physician of Santa Monica, 
California has recently de 
veloped this method to cure 
backaches he hangs his pa 
tients by their heels for five 
to 30 minutes a day Accoid 
mg to him, the cause of back 


problems is the constant 
downward pull of gravity on 
the spine The cure is to 
reverse this process hang 
them by their heels and let 
gravity pull the spine up 
wards A natural sort of trac 
tion—that works For the 70- 
year old physician joins his 
sons, daughters and grand 
children to hang low on th% 
Santa Monica beach 


Marshall art 



/% 





Henry Marshall Senior and 


Not everyone follows 
one’s father’s footsteps 
these days But this young 
Champ let Henry Marshall 
Jr of San Antonio, Texas, 
does His father, Henry Mar 
shall, Sr’s name appeared in 
the Guineas Book of World 
Records as the champion 
who did 9,000 pushups m 
five hours Papa still does 


his pushups and so does 
junior Though only three 
years old, he already aspires 
to become a champ himself, 
and on 16 June this year, 
completed 1,000 pushups 
Tired’ Surely, the smile, 
though a trtfle toothy, 
doesn’t show it Both father 
and son smile, to leave us 
guessing 


Sightseers’ 

tears 

Foreigners have recently 
been taking a keen interest 
in visiting the countries be¬ 
hind the iron curtain But 
the country behind the bam 
boo curtain China is ex 
tremely expensive Further, 
the tour is poor quality- 
wise The travellers have no 
choice but to depend on 
Peking’s China fmernation 
al Tiavel Service (ITCS) and 
Its affiliate the China 
1 ravel Service (HK) Ltd for 
their lodging, fnuding and 
even for providing the 
guides Over the "past two 
years a journey to Peking 
for a dozen days costs 
around HK $ 2,000 (or US $ 
407) Moreover more tour 
groups are being booked, in 
fact more than the Peking 
hotels can afford to accomo 
date Peking’s 2,300 hotel 
beds have to tgckle with 
2,SO0 visitors daily The sur 
plus IS shuttled to neigh 
bouring Tianjun which is 
around four hours from the 
canital China does not seem 
to ne in a position to handle 
800,000 travellers streaming 
iniothe country annually 

Smoke with¬ 
out a fire 

For many smokers who 
dte trymg hard to kick the 
habit Nicorette is the 
answer This pharmaceuuc 
al substance, developed m 
Sweden, and sold m the 
fom of chewing gum, con 
tains nicotine and unlike 
tar, smoke #nd other im- 
tam^ nitotine does only a 
small amount of harm to the 
smoker The purpose of 
Nicorette is to maintain the 
level of the substance m the 
smoker’s blood while he 
weans himself awSy from 
cigarettes 

Although It has been tried 
for over ten y^ars in 
Sweden, FinlaMir, Britain 
and the USA, Nfeorette has 
not been puich of a success, 
perhaps becails^ of its un 
pleasant taste Amorepalac 
able gum base is now being 
used and in a recent experi 
ment 40 out of 100 persons 
have been able to give up 
smoking 1 he gum does not 




liJt-rKv-lilC 


in order to deter children— 
and is Available only en a 
doctor’s prescription 
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When we say “Made by HPF” 
we mean every little speck of it. 


That's right, HPF is a 
fully integrated film 
plant- a rare achieve¬ 
ment in the world of 
film manufacture. 
Which means HPF 
makes a wide range 
of photosensitised 
products, from raw 
materials through 
processes to end 
products. 



India takes up the challenge 
of film manufacture an 
.irea where few succeed 


Film nt iiui K t ! 
tiitjlilv s(i|)l I ( I 

mill it< i)u ( 
ho I. tiul |i 
sv stems ih t l 
s itions I I I I 
siif (eecJpd II t 


HI t sij( h 

I I oicxiv 
(( H knoA 


I II 


More then U t , ly o< the 
nui ufdctiiriiu) * hit posts 

Ji) filmost iri'-uin ii t ‘tilt problem 
for potential film i anutai tnn rs is 
tht sei i( t V tfuit sunoiii d r v( i 
the basic ter linoloqy of this 
inrfuslry Most of the piocessts 
h ivp been dt'vt loped by nnnh 
nationals tfrrough their own 
leseairfi and they have exclusive 
patei ts for them Consequently a 
new manufacturer lias nothing to 
hll back on He has to break new 
(|ioiJr (I 



From total darkness to the 
light of day: HPF at work 

HPF has evolved it> own 
processes and has shown that 
Indian snentific geniu*- is second 
to none in tfiio complex industry— 
where some 90 of the entire 
manufacturing piocess is done m 
almost total darkness in an 
atmosphere whir h is dust free 

Marketed under the brand 
name "INDU" the HPF 
product range comprises: 

P.o I Fi 1 B 1 o aper Cine 
Pcdi e C le* i 1 I ixeqative 
CTA A P f let usi j' K-Ray 
Oiapc’siti r Mv I H Arts and all 

ProrOoSit I i, II 


HPF: A box office hit 

HPF today presents a picture of a 
well managed company having 
mastered thr intru ac les of one of 
the most i omplex nnmifar turirif) 
processes Its ai tivitics touch tiu 
lives of millions of our c ountrymi ii 
And HPF IS intensely aware of its 
ies[)Oiisibilities A growth of hOO 
on Sill ■> turnover between 1973 79 
with goorf operational profits 
speaks eloqueriily of its dynamic 
management team proc)ressivt 
pglictes and constant intiociuctioii 
of the latest techniques m 
manufacture and matkctinc) 

Yes that s HPF your company 

Hindustan Photo Films 


t'Pr- fjoo j glohr trotting 

I Kill loiifoim tci 

I I IT uious qu ility standards 
1 I II Ii It l)y oxpoit orders from 
all ovi r till voild 

X Rays Black and White Cine 
Positive Bromide Paper and m the 
past Silver Nitrate too have been 
exported to USA Euiope Central 
Anrcrica Banciladesh Sinejapore 
Iran East Germany and Hungary 


Mfg Co Ltd 

CAGovcrnminC of India Enlerprise) 
Indunagar Ooteiamund 643DOS 
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INDU IS FILM 
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chess 


Sai (Black) 



Portisch (White) 


Position after White s 21sl move 

fht lnl< r/ondl in Pio de ) ineiro was in the 
ln« Ir iditii n ol Iniprzonals a < losely run 
all III Will! Iho lop three players qualifying 
lot the ( inclidates Series Ifie final si ores 
wfie 1 Hiibnei (W (jinniny) Portisih 
(Hunqaiy) and Pi Irosnii (USSR) 11! (out ol 
17) 1 Tiitmian (Nethi ilands) 10 Thi lead 
iiiq qu iilel w is I points I li ar of the resf ol 
(he field Thi n. ult wi i li iqody for the 
younq Dukh grandiria' ler Jan Timman lak 
inq part in his first World < himpionship 
cycle He had boon wiilely lipp^ is a 
possible rhalkoLir for ihr world title but 
m ide a iicrvou start siid waj nevei really in 
touch with the leaders lor most of the 
touinameni A >(oirninq finish though 
brought him neck rnd neck with Petrosian 
III third place going into Iho last round With 
everything depending on one game Peiro 
siah s qreatei experienu* came to his aid 
He exploited his opponent s mistakes to 
extract a win from a dubious position 
against Ivkov of Yugoslavia while Timman 
winning comfortably against Gulliermo Gar 
cia of Cuba allowed a plech sacrifice which 
forced a draw So Petrosian was through 
and Timman will now have to wait until 19^ 
at the earliest before he can hope to chal 
lenge lor the World Championship 
The other two qualifiers played with great 
assurance and authority and their places in 
the top three seemed certain from quite an 
early stage I give a typical example of 
Portisch s powerful play against hia com 
patriot Sax Incidentally if a few milligrams 
of Petrosian s solidity could have been 
Injected into Sax s play the young Hun 
garian might too have been in at the death 

White L Portisch Black G Sax 
Interzonal Tournament Rio de Janeiro 
1979 Irregular Opening 
1 P--OB4. I^N3. a »»—K4 A 

Hungarian speciality designed to avoid the 
mam lines of the Kings Indian Defence 
qooO for surprise value but hardly the Ideal 
line to ploy against Portisch 
J. P-04. »-KB3. 4 I4-KB3, B— 
Apparently not consistent with his first 
move but the check is generally accepted 
as Black s best line here 
S.B-Q2,BxB4 6 Qa8, Nxl>. 7 0-K3. 
P-CM; B. ft X KP. N-QB3. B. N-II3IB-B4; 
18. M—B2I Portisch hod evidently done hw 
homework on this variation White 
threatens O*—O—O winning the OP 
18. . . N~H4. 11. NxN, BxN, 18. P-K8i 
B-M; 18. PxP^ K-41. 14. 

P-QS; IS. O-IM. 0-K2: 16. P-KIM, 
P-4(fl3, 17. M-m. B>-K3: 18. A<-K1 


P—KN4 19 O—N3, QxP. 20 P-N3 
P-QH4 21 B—M2 

DIAGRAM 

21 B X PI The only chance lf?1 P Rb 
then ?JBxNPxB230- -Kb wins a piece 
for nothing 

22 BxIiTi Beher lhan 22 PxB QxPi 23 
K N1 N NS when Black s counter attack 
IS very dangerous 

22 PxB, 23 PxB. OxPf 24 K—Ml, 
P—QB 25 O—K5I The only good way to 
protect his king but gxXKl enough 
25 B—Nil 2B K—RI.H—B2,27 R—K4, 
0-B7 28 KR—K1I With the idea 2B 
P 07 29 O 86* R-B2 (29 K N1 
JO R K8I) 30 0-R8 mate 
28 K-N1 29 0-B6 R-B2 30 O—N6r 
and Black lost on lime 

MICHAEL STEAM 


bridqp 


That ingenious problem setter Cddie Kantar 
discovers hands that are a lest ol technique 
not o' dull malliematical calculation Wit 
ness Ihis example from the ACBL Bulletin 


* K OJ 753 

V O 4 3 

♦ A to 9 

4i A 

N 

« K led WE 

S 

♦ A J 2 

P A K J 7 2 

• K Q 5 4 3 

4 

South plays in Seven Hearts aflei West 
has shown long clubs and East has sup 
ported West leads the King ol clubs What 
IS ycur plan 7 

Clearly Ifiere will be a problem only if E ast 
has all five missing heaits (It West has 
them you can do nothing) You must 
imagine that West will show out on the 
Queen ol hearts You will still have chances 
ol a trump coup but how do you prepare lor 
||7 


Against one particular distribution you 
must discard the Ace of spades on tho Ace 
ol clubs at trick dnel This is necessary when 
East has two spades as here 


4i KOJ765 
P O 4 3 
4 A to 9 

* A 


*94 

P — 

« J 8 7 6 
«KOJ9543 


N 

W E 

S 


B A 3 2 
P A K J 7 2 
♦ K Q 5 4 3 


10 8 

10 9 8 6 5 
2 

to 8 7 6 2 


Having discarded B A on the first trick 
you lead P O and follow with a low heart 
East splitting You cross to dummy with a 
spade and lead another low heart East 
again splitting Now you hold P Aovb/ 
Easts 106 

You cosh one high diamond (leaving 
yourself with possibly four discards on four 
wmning spades) cross to dummy with a 
spade and continue spades until East ruffs 
Note that if you (ail to cash one high 
diamond early on East can defeat the grand 
slam by discarding his diamond on the third 
spade and discarding clubs when spades 
are continued 

TERENCE REESE 


stamps 



LtBapBBiM^BMMkaaBaaaaaaael 


Cricket matches in the Tokelau Islands. In 
the South Pacilic are friendly and uncon 
ventional Whole villages may participate 
so that teams of ISO are not uncommon 
Everyone has a turn (o bat and only the 
women are allowed to play deteneive 
strokes A new series of stamps from the 
Tokelaus features cricket arnf the other 
popular local sport rugby on the sand 
Formerly known as (he Union Islands the 
Tokelaus were part of the Gilbert and Ellice 
Islands colony until 1925 but are now a New 
Zeetand dependency They began iseulng 
their own stamps in 1948 and a complete 
collection o( the 20 series since then can 
still be bought in mint condition lor about 
C20, As the population ol the Tokelaus 
numbers fewer than 2 000 the amount ol 
mail is small so that commercially used 
stamps are scarcer than mint 

C W HILL 

quu 

QUESTIONS 

1 Wilh Ibp |i b ol t jobber you will have 
to (JO 3ll the w ty to london What is a 
jobbi r •’ 

2 The Fxpieisioiiist I'tovemenI in the 
irN bfijin loward the beginniiiq ol Ihe 
Iwt niK Ih r t nliiry What movie marked 
Ihe beqinninq ol the rnovemont in lilm ’ 

) loon Uris novel Exodus was 
jCnined is i Super Panavision 70 
rrmi Tf ( hntcoloui movie in 1960 Who 
jil lyt d till* roles ol An Ben Canaan and 
Killy Fremont 7 

4 Apart trom the direction in whic h Ihe 
irth rri( ves round Ihe sun what is the 
0 tilh s way 7 

J Aye aye would be a rlose re'alive to 
whit 7 

b Where would a title creep on you 7 


aijij huidaijj se u/nou)( 
SI siqi ppdj 6uwq si ji se ueaijs oqi uo 
spjPMdn soAouj ajjii i u rqx' tU|i| e uj 9 

pjiJjv 

Ul SdUJBMb OAOJbutUJ (Jill SlSdJOJ pqi 

ui punoj jt-aiLucui ajBJ l si ij jmuj >1 q 
jpjs oqi JO uoiijajip 
lUdJcdde aqi pup uoijouj .^qjiPa aqi 
JO uoijjaiip aqi uaaMjaq sjbii aqj t 
juits aupy\j UAj put upiumijvj jUPd ( 

(filbl) 

uebijpo JQ >ap n ^uigp 3 a U|ij s oudi/v\ 
jjaqob JOtoe joioajip upuiiaQ S 

SJO| 

saAui JO jieqaq uo Ouijjp siatjoiq q|i/w 
A|uo sseuisnq si>psupji inq saiiunoas 
JO jajpop leniJu aqi >1 c qiw abueqo 
i<3 >| 30 is uopuoq oqi jo wquiaiu v j. 
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expense 
do you 
needto 
plan her? 



Let Canara Bank 
help you provide for it 

Evetythirig is within your reach if you plan ahead ana save lor it 

A long wanted car"? A home of your own’’ A child s higher education or wedding"? 
Canara Bank s special Kamadhanu Ospotit scheme is designed to make iime multic 
money and maximise youi returns Deposit now only a pari of the money you will ac 
need You choose theaniount you wish to deposit in Kamadiianu and the number o: 
Interest on 'he interest earned get,-, you handsome earnings And your money can n" 
double itselt Drop in at your nearest Canara Bank branch tor details 
Our other deposit schemes Vidyanldhi, Nfrantara and Balakthama 


Kamadhenu 

Deposit 


CANARA 


(A nationalised bank] 
Over 1 200 branches 
all over the country 



maa cb 5 a ho 


RANBAXY'S 


Wliy not raw Garlic? 







A few facts you should know. 



Raw garlic 
cloves have 
to be chew 
ed before the 
extract acts 
'' ‘ inside the 
But when chewed, 
leave an unpleasant 
When swallowed, they 
• .elt tvi digest And the 
til'll IS iiicumpleie 



Why not 
cooked 
Garlic? 


On cooking, the effective _ 
medicinal properties'' 
of garlic are lost 




G'a/rlic has been well- 
known front earliest 
times for its medicinal 
properties 'Medical' 
authorities have 
accepted the value of 
iParlic in correcting 
various health problems 
Garlic can be taken raw 
or cooked or in capsule 
form. But to derive the 
n^aximum medicinal 
benefits from gajlic, it 
shduld be takeh ih the 
most effective way 


twice daily" 
,regularly./ 




VMii RANBAXY'S ? 

Rarbnxy Lriboratories, a trusted name with the medical ^jv/vVl 
proft'''Sion, iiow gives you all the benefits of raw garlic 
-without the sm-i! Raiibaxy's Garlic Pearls contain ^ ? 

ine pure exiioct ol raw garlic in easy-to-digest, «C ‘WO pearls ■ 
soft gi t.ih I rapsuies -the most effective way 
of denvinc) the mediciiial properties of garlic 

RANBAXY'S 

. .. Help relieve gas and indigestion, j 
ease heartburn. 

Reduce high cholesterol levels. 

Help ease disabling joint pains. 

Prevent and control recurring 
coughs and colds. 

Take Ranbaxy's Garlic Pearls--bveryday 
It's a healthy habit 




The natural to all-round health. 



anan/RGPI/BQ 













VARIETYI 


this India 



MAUKAS V ID Yiai old worn.in passi in;<.i 
who IP 111 i^iLil to hoard <i hiis in motion 
\nai(hid avvai iht (.oriduiloi s hag nhili 
tiiiiK down lliL woman it u-.lalLd was 
I'niagcd lit tin lailiire of tin Londiuioi to 
iiHnal iht bus to slop loi hi r to board it as 
It slaittd fioin Mini Shi look iwav iht 
tnnducloi s bafi while alijihtinp at iht 
Samiaimadam stop at Ashok \apai 
Howcvfi, soiiu p.isstiipeis and the to,i 
dm lot leiosLiml tht bap and handi d ovoi 
the woman to tht polui- Iho Hindu IS 
Venkatfsan Madias) 

BOMBAY I aw sliidtiils of Kombav Uiii 
\prsil\ wert battlod ai a i|uestion in thi'ir 
papoi askinp ihtrn to write a ihoii note on 
tht Advoiatt (lential ot India Ihe paper 
on tonstitulional law was sit lot thi lirsi 
sear LLB students Ihf Advotate (aiitral 
LMSfs onh at ilie state Itstl while tht 
Altotntv (>t ntral at tht national Ihi 
question utlttts sadh on iht Itpal know 
ledpe of tht papei stilti who tould not 
distmpiish bttweiii the two —f/ieliundai 
Stiindard (A Kamavopnah I'loddatur) 
BAHRAILJI A \ounfi shtpheid was ex 
eauted bv hanping till death on having 
been found Ruilt\ ot killing a lat in the 
villagt Mokla under the Hatiirpiii polite 
station The death stntentt was passed on 
him bv his I olleagues alter a hetlit eleven 
dav ‘motk’ trial At tot ding to the details 
of the tase available here, the shepheid 
was made to stand on the bat k ol a buftalo 
and his netk tied to a branth of ante with 
a rope When evervihing was stt, the 
buffalo was made to itin leasing iht 


India abroad 


NtW YORK Vadakedalh Prabhakaian 
says he spent six sears in sirtnal bondage 
on Long Island, Ness Voik, estate, winking 
17 houis a ilav sestn days a wt tk and his 
total eai mugs for tht six years taint to ll'i 
dollars Rut he thinks Amenta is “still a 
great tountiy” with veiy honest tom is 
Not only does the 12 year old native of 
India now hast a mmh better paving |ob 
as a took’s helper in a Manhatttn les 
taurant, but a toinloitable itnaniial 
tushion if a federal ludge’s award of 
64,666 dollars in backpay and damages is 
upheld Prabhakaian told ludge Eugene 
,^it'kerson in Brooklyn that he came to this 
Country in 1974 expecting to get 200 
dollars a month working tor Ramesh Uutt, 
who owns a pistachio nut packaging busi 


pots It 30 for ihe snlry d<ven liisi 
- -- 1 - 1 - 

shepherd hanging which ultimately re 
suited in his death 1 he colleagues of the 
shepherd are now in the custody of the 
police—NorfAern India Patnka (Noel 
brands, Varanasi) 

JULLUNDUR Hundreds of people col 
letted oulside the house of Mr Jai Gopal 
(67) in the Model House locality here to 
witness his death Mt lai (lopal had de 
dared about one and a half years ago that 
he would take “samadhi’’ this sear on June 
2'> at 9 p m When the expttled death did 
not oitur the crowd betaine it stive and 
shoulitl slogans against Mr |ai Gopal A 
lew ptistms also stoned his house rtsulting 
in iniui Its to his son Wht n itnsiori grew in 
iht area ihe politi wt le tailed in 'hey 
badlotist foite It) dispi'rse iht t iiiwd 1 wo 
persons wt rt' airested on a tharge of 
noting Mt |ai Gop,ii is a whtili sale iloth 
merthant and has stviii sons and two 
Haughteis ihe Iiihune (R N SiiDhan, 

( handigaihl 

MYSORl Ingeiiions indeed aie the 
methods employed by students Iti hood 
wink invigilalois at txannnatioiis' Ihe 
latest tomts fiom the first grade lolligt at 
Hassan A ‘tuderil appearing toi the BA 
exaniinalitm there letenllv was taught 
topyii.g answtis written ol all Ihe things, 
on his rubhi I i^iappals Ihe invigilatoi 
sened the “evidtnti" and sent il to the 
auihoiities tor atiion— The turn's of India 
(N S Shenoy, labalpm) 

MADRA.S Newsmtn htit-, busy tinning 
ihe death of the former President, Dr V V 
Gin were harassed by a flood of tele phone 
tails, thei king on rumours ol several olhei 
“diaths’ Ihe luniours instilvetl hall a 
dozen telebntits intluiiirig politicians, 
musicians, a tine artiste and at hast one 
iniernaiionallv reputed spoilsman Iht 
leporttis contatted the telebniies and in 
some cases rushed to their lesidentes to 
make sure they were lusi lumoiirs Once 
such telebnly when contactetl had a hear 
ly laugh, but did not fail to check on the 
other rumours she herself had heaid Sum 
lai leports of telephone tails were re 
teived horn Hyderabad, Bangalore, 
Madutai and ( oitnbaioie— Ihe Hindu (( 

V Raiagupal, Hvdeiabad) 


ness in Huntington station on Long Island 
He said he lued in ihc haseneni of Dutt’s 
homi and when he was not dyeing and 
roaaing pistathio in Dun’s garage or at 
tht Huntington Station fatloiy he was a 
hoiisebov preparing the family's morning 
tea and breakfast, cleaning the house, 
and washing dishes Ihe only pay he ever 
got, he said, was money for the movies and 
small sums he sent home to India, totalling 
jlS dollars He also told the court he was 
given a day off about every two months 
butt also an Indian, testified that Prabha 
karan was his house guest and that, in 
addition to providing him shelter, he had 
paid him about 140 dollars a week But he 
said he had lost the wage records —Amrna 
Bazar Patnka 


Without comment 


MY biggest ambition is to be remem¬ 
bered as Ihe greatest player of all 
time— Bjorn Borg 

WE have shared Mrs Gandhi’s grief as 
a mother but Mr Sanjay Gandhi's 
death has no political significance for 
my Party—Devaraj Urs, president of 
Congress (U) 

I AM not a Marxist—Laldenga 

JOIN Surya and come to Parliament— 
Bhupesh Gupta 

LK r me make it clear to you (Bhupesh 
Gupta) that what Marxism means to 
you. Gandhism means to me—Khush- 
want Singh 

PERHAPS, this IS the first (Union) 
budget of Its kind which is going to 
unsettle the settled law sinie inde 
pendente— Nani Palkhiwala 

NbXI only to Indira Gandhi, Nani 
(Palkhiwala) has politital sex 
appeal—MINOO MASANI quoted in 
Debonair 

WL WANT to get rid of their (Janata) 
ihetont and slogans—Arjun Singh, 
Madhya Pradesh Chief Minister 

POLITICALLY 1 am not unimportant 
7 his IS evident from the way the 
(anata government tried to prosecute 
me—V C Shukla interviewed in 
Weekend Review 

RSS means Ready for Selfless Ser 
vite—Headline in Oi%antser 

We did not make tall and false prom¬ 
ises—Jyoti Basu, about the Left Front 
Government’s performance 

I have not come here (India) to make 
a speech I have come here for treat 
ment—Khan Abdul Gaffar Khan 

CRIME often pays So why should a 
man hesitate to commit a trime*— 
Kiran Bedi, deputy tomissioner of 
police, Delhi 

IHE NEWSPAPER is much more cre¬ 
dible than the politician who talks 
about our credibility Look at Mrs 
Gandhi, she consciously lies'—Arun 
Shuune, Executive Editor of The Indi¬ 
an Express interviewed m This Fort 
night 

IF YOU hire people to he for your 
lountry, you shouldn’t be too sur¬ 
prised if now and then they lie to you 
as well—John Le Carre 

I CAME back (from the Cannes Film 
Festival) not without sutcess Besides 
It was wonderful that 1 was in good 
company—Mnnal Sen quoted in Con¬ 
tour 
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Leonard 

keeps 

kababs 
succulent 
in Cairo 

Leonard 

chills 

masala 

milk 

in Madurai 



Leonard 
keeps 
Gracie 
smiling 
in Goa 


Leonaid serves millions o( families around the world dependably 
When Leonard owners are asked about their refrigerators, they just smile 
After all, what more need we say about a friend of the family! 



Leonard 


Since 188t. Trusted the world over. 

Another qtiaWty product frow 




BLUE STAR 


Leaders in refrigeration 


Bomtjy • Nm Otliii • Celcuni • MiSfii • AlwitdibM) • VartiMjifa • Pun* • Indori • Ktnpui • CiiMiltgiiti 
Jamiliiilpui • Gautuii • Bweiloii'CcichiA • Ttivmaium • SicuwIiiiIim • ViHl^iiittMn r VijiyMiea 


A few drops a day 



keep the germs away! 


Bengal ChemicaFs 

LAMP BRAND 

PHENEOL 


• Concentrated disinlectani a lew drops (enough 
to turn a bucketful of water white) kill millions of 
germs Maximum results at a minimum expense i 

• Strong odour repels cockroaches flR>s ants 

and simitar household pests Also counters offensive 
smetls t 

• tdeal for use in homes hospitals clinics public 
utilities, offices, factories and other industrial 
establishments 

• Available m 450 ml bottle and new presentable 
5 litre tin 


Bengal ChemicaPs PHENEOL 
the concentrated disinfectant 
that has stood the test of time. 

BENGAL CHEMICAL & PHARMACturiCAL WORKS LO 
(MansfcnKm under Covernment of Indie) 


ASe/ac-i/TSA 
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Beginning July 27 

1 his week the Sun and Rdhu are conjoined in Cancer Mars and Saturn are in Virgo Uranus is in Libra Neptune in 
Sr orpio Kethu and Mars in Capnr orn Jupiter alone is in Leo Venus is in Taurus and Mercury the only planet is in Gemini 
The Mrjon will be moving ln>oijqh Aquarius Pisces and Aries from Capncorn 


ARIES (March 21—April 

^ 20)Your health will con 

linue to improve ‘his 
\ week You should keep 
d close watch on your 
eypt nses and do not indulge in 
iriiavdqancieb under any circumst 
irres Those with artistic and liter 
1 y I < nt of mind will make rapid 
[ii'Kjns in their pursuits Time is 
me foi love affairs and matemonial 
inner*- U>e lac 1 on the domestic 
t r f to yvoid unpleasantnesses 
Good dales ?7 ^8 29 and 2 Lucky 
ciuifbers 1 S and 9 Favourable direc- 
s uth 

lAURUS (April 21—May 

/2)rhe health of your 
f inily and yourself will 
shew a marked im 
pio/ement (his week 
jr I n -,0 employed there will be 
‘ 1 rfou-ablf c hanges For those yet to 
•nil |ob t'mes are good for finding 
(job A pleasant lourney awaits you 
T I re might be windfall gains Sue 
o' your children are likely to 
come dbuul Good dates 28 29 JO 
rtPl 31 Lucky numbers 4 9 and 
Favourable direction North-west 

^2 GEMINI (May 2^une 

'■I'L 21)This week will pre 

X sent you with a series of 

\ ‘ opportunities Take full 

advantage of them 
Your financial position will improve, 
but you will be required to exercise 
caution Guard against speculation 
Travel and make changes if you 
think they are necessary iiood dates 
27 29 31 and ? Lucky numbers 1 8 
and 10 Favourable direction West 

^ CANCER (June 22-July 

!■' /r 22)A mixed potion is in 
store for you Success 
j” awaits you on the busi¬ 
ness and employment 
fronts The health of your family will 
deteriorate substantially causing you 
a great deal of anxiety and expense 
You will be separated or even 
estranged from a loved one Do not 
lose heart and prepare for your 
journey to the south west Gooii dates 
29, 30 and 12 Lucky numbers. 2. 7 
and 9 Favourable direction’ South 
west 


LEO (July 23—August 
22)A very successful 
week lies ahead of you 
' r \ Your undertakings will 
bear fruit and bring you 
praises from relatives and friends 
You will acquire some new friends. 

1 he health of an elder might decline 
slightly but (here will be no anxious 
moments The time is ripe for a love 
affair Good dates 27 28 31 and 

2 Lucky numbers 3 4 and 

6 Favourable direction North east 

, VIRGO (August 23—Sep- 
)? ' tember 22)You will be 

' wise to exercise caution 

in your professional 
affairs Avoid erratic 
cfianqes and seek the help of elders 
when It comes to taking decisions 
Be careful cf new acquaintances 
and the women folk Watch your 
words for quarrels might break out 
easily Financial improvement will be 
attended by only minor losses Keep 
an eye on the health of the members 
of your family Good dates 29 31 and 
1 Lucky numbers 7 5 and 

4 Favourable direction West 


LIBRA (September 23— 
f f October 22)Your finan- 
y cial position will show a 
' marked improvement 
this week A promotion 
IS not unlikely Your own ideas in 
business will prove successful Be 
careful when it comes to writing 
letters for business and personal 
matters Keep an eye on your 
health A good week for financial 
agreements and matrimonial allian¬ 
ces Good dates 29 3i i and 2 Lucky 
numbers 10 7 and 2 Favourable 
directions North and East 

SCORPIO (October 23— 
5 November 21)The early 
f Paf* 0* will 

bring financial gains 
Employers and those in 
higher places will be especially help¬ 
ful Do not indulge in letharw and 
put your plans into action Do not 
allow those of the opposite sex to 
hinder your work Good datac: 27, 28, 
30 and 2Lucln numbers: 7, 4 and 
8 Favourable direction West 


SAGIHARIUS (November 
/ji r / 22—December 22)A very 
lucky week lies alread 
^ ' Most of your domestic 
problems will be solved 
Some may have a change of resi¬ 
dence You will make some new 
friends who will help you in your 
business activities Some of you 
may inherit some properly This is a 
very good week for matrimonial 
alliances and writing letters to your 
beloved Do not worry about your 
health Good dales 27 28 30 and 
2 Lucky numbers 5 3 and 

1 Favourable direction North 

^ CAPRICORN (December 

^ 23—January 20)Your 

> " problems may remain 

‘ , unsolved and drag on 

Politicians and busi¬ 
nessmen will (ace a period of tnal 
Try to keep your word and be a trifle 
careful in your dealings with your 
superiors Your journeys will have to 
be postponed due to unavoidable 
reasons Good dates 31 l and 

2 Lucky numbers 2, 3 and 
7 Favourable directions South-west 


^ AQUARIUS (Januaiy 21— 
t February 19)An auspi- 

w ' Clous week for matrimo¬ 
nial negotiations There 
will be peace and calm 
in the family Any new venture you 
undertake has a good chance of 
succeeding Professional corres 
pondence will prove favourable, 
transfer are likely Good dates 28 29 
30 and 31 Lucky numbers' 2 4 and 
9 Favourable direction East 

'11 'w PISCES (February 20— 
• ^ , Cl, March 20)You will be 
%' ' drawn into new ven 

lures You will have to 
meet more business 
magnates Your financial enses wll 
be resolved easily Your financial 
and professional status will gradual¬ 
ly improve A new friendship will 

S ield new ideas that may prove 
elpful Good prospects for love and 
matnmonyGood dates 27 29 and 
31 Lucky numbers 3 6 and 

9 Favourable direction South east 
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WE ^ 

SERVE r 

h^iiig industries 
achieve greater productum 


M 


Syndicate Bank is playing an 
V important role in financing, 

among others, well-established 
and reputed industries to 
achieve greater utilisation of 
capacity and in their expansion 

cvMnirATE nAMir achvities We are proud of our 
siiNUit-All: BAINK association with them 
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A Semi-Annual in English 
of 

Sri Sarada Math 
Dakshineswar, 

Calcutta 700076 
on 

Religion, Philosophy, 
History & Culture 

Editorial & Publication Oiricc 

C-8A, Hauz Khas, 
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Annual Subscription 
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An explosive ft startlingly candid study ui 
the life & world of high priced Sex Girls 

T/ie ‘Indiaii 

Call Girls 

Dr. Promilla Kapur 

Bast’d on years of lescarch and hundreds of 
irrtorviews, the book penetrates the secret, 
murky underworld of Indian Call-girls, college 
girls, single girls, married women, divorcees 
and widows, who rarely enjoy their "business" 
but are willing partners for anyone who can 
pay their price 

"fascinating, stark reality. .The author has 
not let prudery inhibit her presentation 
of the sexual details ..each case 
plunges us into an alien world o! 

compelling lealily " 
—The Illustrated Weekly 

a fascinating book on the nwiky 
underground wona of call-girh m 
India. It explodes the traditional 
myth of the SATt SAVITftI 
Indian women." 
\ -tAi —India Today 

























DELHI DIARY 


PRODIGALS START TREK BACK 



D. P Chattopadhyaya 


NOW that Saniay Oandlii is no longer 
there a lot of people, both within the 
Congtess (I) and outside, are trying to 
get closer to Mrs Gandhi One such 


TEARS OF MANY 
COLOURS 


ON Sunday, 29 June, Jagdish Tytler, 
MP, organised a condolence meeting 
for Sanjay Gandhi in front of his 
official residence at 24, Gurudwara 
Rakabgani Road The road, in the 
heart of the capital near Parliament 
House, was blocked, a podium erected 
and the New Delhi Municipal Com¬ 
mittee was seen active with its water 
vans, though that was not the only 
thing the NDMC did for the occasion 
The change in the political weather 
was apparent Veteran Congressman 
Deepenand Sharma was asked to pres¬ 
ide over this meeting , organised on 
behalf of the Delhi Pradesh Youth 
Congress (I) The word had been 
spread that Rajiv Gandhi and Mancka 
would be present at the meeting So 
the attendance was considerable 
Home Minister Gyani iCail Singh led 
the galaxy of Ministers who attended 
and addressed the meeting The de¬ 
fector CM of Haryana, Bhaian Lai, 
made a fervent appeal for bringing 
Rajiv Gandhi into Mlitics, leaving 
people wondering if a condolence 
meeting is the right place for such 
appeals Another speaker, J K Jain, 
who used to publish a Hindi evenin- 
ger form Delhi sometime ago, went on 
to demand that 12, Willingdon Cres¬ 
cent be turned into a Sanjay museum 


person is D P Chattopadhyay, who 
was the Union Minister tor Commerce 
in Mrs Gandhi’s Cabinet during the 
Emergency After Mrs Gandhi lost the 
elections in 1977 D P Chattopadhyay 
decided to switch camps and when the 
Congress split in 1978, he joined the 
Congress (U) He even testified 
against Mrs Gandhi during the Shah 
Commission healings His present 
term in the Raiya Sabha expires in 
1981 and he joined the Congtess (1) 
just before the 1980 elections He was 
accepted back in the Cotigiess (1) 
because, it is believed, he had a large- 
amount of party funds with him, held 
over from the previous elections At 
ter the Assembly elections, however, 
he did not get anv post cither in the 
Cabinet or the Party Now, after San 
jay Gandhi’s death he has written to 
Mrs Gandhi and has sent woid 
through his emissaries that he should 
cither be inducted into the Cabinet or 
given a Paitv post as he is a very 
capable person Chattopadhyay has 
always maintained very good rela 
tions with the iduslnalist lobby, as a 
result of which they are now backing 
him and putting in a word in his 
hehalf 


Apparently, the death of Sanjay Gan 
dhi has only helped some people, who 
never were very close to him, to shed 
crocodile tears and make political 
capital out of the situation 


UNBUDGETED SLIP 



THIS year’s Union budget package 
was unique in more ways than one 
Apart from being a cleverly disguised 
bundle of new taxes, it was perhaps 
the first budget which had been 
leaked prematurely on the floor of 
Parliament itself A day before Fi¬ 
nance Minister R Venkataraman pre¬ 
sented the budget, in reply to a ques¬ 
tion on radio licence fees, the Infor¬ 


mation and Broadcasting Minister, Mr 
Vasant Sathe, made an unwitting faux 
pas He told a questioner on 17 June 
that the government was actively con 
sidcring a proposal to abolish the 
licence tees on one and two band 
radio sets The Finance Minister rt 
portedly pointed out this sIiq, on the 

§ art of his colleague, in the pre 
udget briefing of the Cabinet, whi<h 
is held moments before the budget is 
presented to the Lok Sabha Mr Sathe 
was appaiently unaware of the fact 
that Mi Venkataiaman was going to 
announce the concession in his 
budget speech on 18 June, tor, when 
asked by the questtoiiei the pievious 
day as to when the fees would be 
abolished, he replied “Only god and 
the Finance Ministry know ” App.i 
rently, there was a communication 
gap between the officials of the Intoi 
mation and Broadcasting Ministry 
who drafted Mr Sathe s reply and the 
officials in the Fconomic Affaiis l)e 
partiiient of the Finance Ministry, 
who diafted the budget 


SECRET PAPER 
BAGS 


TALKING of taux pas by the Intornia 
tion end Bioadcasting Ministry, an 
Item recently published in the weekly 
column of a daily fioin the capital 
takes the cake A jouinalist who pur 
chased some fruits was intiigucci by 
what was printed on the paper bag in 
which the fruits were sold On sciu 
tiny It turned out to be a cyclostyled 
circular issued by the director of news 
of All-lndia Radio to his colleagues on 
1 May 1980, pointing out the mistakes 
in writing the news bulletins and 
urging air’s news staff to “think for a 
moment before you write or broaik 
cast” The circular read “In the even 
ing pool yesterday (10 April), an item 
on Buddha Purnima J E PI/63) had 
the following sentence ‘The day com 
cides with the 2S24th birth, enlighten¬ 
ment and Maha parinirvah day of 
Lord Buddha ’ Obviously it cannot be 
the 2524th anniversary of all these 
events It was only after I heard the 
bulletin that 1 asked the E-in-C to say 
that it was the 2524th anniversary of 
Buddha’s birth as also the anniversary 
of his enlightenment and death ” 
The director of news did not stop 
here. He further pointed out in the 
note that m an earlier bulletin, AIR 
had said that in a reception hosted by 
the Chief of Army Staff, “the three 
service chiefs were among the 
guests " Obviousiy,“only two service 
dtiefs could have been the guests”, 
the note pomts out. But how the 
secret circular found its way to the 
raddiwala within a month still re¬ 
mains a secret 

D. E. NIZAMUDDIN 
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Agfa-Gevaert imkes 
the worlds first 
motor-driven pocket camera. 


Agfa Ceva«*rt I t-vt rkusen AC. 
spends 1 million DM wr 
working day on R & D And 






mmu’‘ 

TOO siicntists produte an 
average tit one new or im 
proved product idea tor lach 
of those days' 

1 he camera is one of the new 
The paper, one of the best 

A camera 

like a machine gun! 

Rapid tire, the Agfamatic ‘X)l I 
IS made by Agfa Ce\ aert 
abroad, for international 
markets (duo to import 
restnctions not available in 
I ndla) No bigger tha n 
12Tx‘>lx29 mm this battery 
powered Agfamatic takes 4(X) 
pictures before the batteries 
need changing'bach click is 
followed by the whirr of the 
self-winding mc-chanism 
And the camera is instantly 
ready for the next exposure In 
addition, bv pressing an 
Integral Button you < an get a 
senes of exposures at 1 sec 
intervals, automaticalh' 
Btvause the world won t wait 
for vou to wind on' 

The Agfamatic camera range is 
pnmeo for the unique 
purpose of photography 
capture the moment 5*^ ’ 

Agfamahc shave ■' 

builf-in flash guns 
— at the press of a 
button, LICfIF' 

Telelenses that bnng 
your subject closer— ^ 

the mountain to j 

Mohammed' Shutter 
releases that need 




AGIL brings 
you photopaper 

“Made in India” 
for the world. 






only a feather touch eliminat¬ 
ing camera shake Cartndge 
film that slots m and slots out 
the load and shiKit cameras' 

Hiottpaper not 
just better, but best. 

Made in South Last Asia s 
most sophisticated photo 
paper factory pressun/ed 
from the inside to keep dust 
out' The air conditioned and 
filtered Femperature and 
humidity monitored 24 hours 
a day because the level must 
not fall tor even a second Nor 
a wink of white light break the 
red lit dark 

Even the paper in which the 
photopaper is packaged is of a 
special neutral vanety While 
quality testing is in conjunc¬ 
tion with Agfa-Gevaert 
Leverkusen, Germany 

First with everything 
in photographies. 

t laving pioneered photo¬ 
graphy in India, AGIL is 
nappy to be part of its growth 
Offering equipment, film, 
phofograpnic chemicals, 
pbotopaper of the highest 
standarcls for better results 
Helping to set up the first 
negative/positive processing 
centres in India for colour 
photography Providing tram 
ing to professionals in proces¬ 
sing techniques to improve 
skills Helping professionals 
and amateurs to get camera- 
happy To discover the plea¬ 
sures and infinite possibilities 
of photography 


AOn QEVAERT RttULMriED 

W »g nH f>j OWf Man h aii t C fftn wi 41 Nmt 
MatiwUjH 9fin6*T40002D*8rHwfw».Bgmbtv 
NawOtlbi C«i«vrtu MmIM• C>Aajiwmrt 
T of A«la OmmuX Aiwmro/lMrtiuoon 
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If we are 175 yeaii okJ, why are wc celebrating 
our Silver Jubilee now ? 


25 years ago. 

State Bank of India 
canie into being A bank 
with over a centory of 
braiking history behind il 
Starting with the Bank of 
Calcutta, tlrrough the other 
Prasidency Banks and the 
Imperial Bank of India 
from banking for 
cominerciel gam to 
banking for development. 


From class banking to The ti ai'iSitii:'r ri..;ir; ,i 

mass banking - primaniv profit .seek. ly 

Slate Bank has stiearheaded orrianis.rtinn to a cata'.st 
the levniution in the for national develop/rnent 

concept of Indian banking Aa.> "O' .m t'asy (X'm.ic^s 
A nd set the pace for , i.,,,,, ,, ,,, 

taking banking into ttm . 

very heartland of initia .HAivoinq 

through Its nelwwk of over un 

5200 offices that rcaoii .p, 

people even in the nvirginal i « rr,.a r "and 

ihe ',vi-';V a :l i ' .oni,' I 


.‘.e-ak m "iir '.iK.nMy to 
cmvciop their skills and 
' . vi'.rce;; f or in their 
■liovviti and ( 

prr':,-(a?;iiv ' 


remotest hamiets 




State lank 


» * 


Because we ha\e been making 
common cause w i(h the common man 
for 25 years now. 

i 1 i 
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WILSON 


BALLPENS 


pi WHO PROMOTES THEM? 

Students, Clerks,Technicians, 
\ Housewives and many others. 

y Reasonable price and maximum 
utility make them most popular. 
People from all walks of life opt for 
Wilson Jotter or Wilson 96. 
Designed to suit any style of 
writing. Jotter refill moves 
smoothly on any surface. 


iff 

\% 
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BALKRISHNA PEN PVT LTD 

Naqdrdds Road Andheii Bombay 400 069 

Ttl r)/43?1 Cable WILSONPEN Tele* 011 4141 BPPL IN 

Oi<dribulor KIRON ft CO 

72 75 bhamsel Street Bombay 400 002 Tel 324432 









New Physical fitness "breakthrough" from USA 

NOW-Men and Women can 

SHAPE UP nSI! 

new Home Jogger 
with MILEAGE COMPUTER 


Dwcjvei efist fun way togpt into 
ihdpo frf^l Ihe fxrkrive mHoaqp 
con^putpf p » you <»(’ at a glanco 
(xacny he w <«»r you vo i m Use the 
fihiilousHt.rm* luggerRiinOf^hino 
day or n g it You ran even A^Alch 
IV you joq ,uui w»y down tttc 
fOiri t) i frnwno SI miner figji© 
t> list r I with f»xut)tnnro jnd f ^€ 
fj> r^eiyort huw? ih.n )f» jgmj 
I i>Ih urr e It 0 numhf'f orK exeu ise 
t n (ir ii in lli» ( ulI Wy U dHul 
I ot< VI lyxnri ihitloninth* roads 
n >t evt ly ir ow to run m publn 
Nov you cori have Uu invar v rf 
vonr own ] ggii j jiaTli fjiu hi tx 
c u*" ve m Inijf* < un potei tha* tolK 
you exd i{y flow fai you ve him 

WATCH THE MILES CLICK BY 
SEE KILOS & CMS DISAPPEAR 

Wt do Hr ror*- ntumrTMnd Kflj 
It 1 foi lAi Kjhi f • ol fitness n n 


tal dU iinessandovei aI ri > h. 1 t euUt ’ 

•Jogging burns morecalonesper 
minute then any form of com* 
mon exercise 

• Jogging IS oneof nature's most 
powerful and effective appetite 
suppressants 

• Jogging improves circulation 
which sharpens mental quick* 
ness and naturally combats 
stress fatigue and depression 
e Jogging strengthens heart 
and lungs strength you feel 
in new energy and vigor 

Shape up in the Privacy of Your 
Home 

If vM j ato hko thou mdj < * nr n ar d 
■Aoirum who riiy hive kt tht n 
jcKciqu I bit Hi fr ctM v<* I *» yuu 
rnitihtiPdSunubiv hr dliltk unr om 
fr;rt.ibk ruoMtng on public roads > 


GUARANTEE-IN 30 DAYS YOU'LL LOOK BETTER 
FEEL BEHER AND YOUNGER-OR YOUR MONEY BACK 


PRAISES AND THANKS' FROM AH OVER THE WORLD 
PEOPLE JUST LIKE YOU SEE WHAT THEY HAVE TO SAY 



BOB RENSHAW— 

•••4B ComssnyPitHiSMt 
—Nhw York 
I full 20 yaart youngtr 
•fld am buraiiftg wirh wktfii 
at i vigaud Now ak lait my 
Homa jaggai hsa put ma <a 
GREAT SHAPE and tftd ii 
rtat last in 10 days t Init 
7 Kitoi and redurad ffly alo 
mich by t cmi i va sol two 
opt •( iha oHict and ant 
Ai homa Not only am (laal 
ingbfttar andlaokinotiollar 
bad logaway tiniioRt 
and aRXtffiat tool In btiin 
taa Imatigoi Socially? 
My lovo Itin hat noytr 
Htn totttr I Tkank yot far 
fiadifig fki battar may • 


EDUARDO EABIO- 
Agt )l Hattaaionnl 
Antn Rncft Rsen 

Ifl my buiinait you kava to 
bo III PERFECT SHAPE ba 
cauca vour lilt la on iha 
Nvt I loand tha anwat 
witk your WONDERFUL Homt 
J«il|ar In iMUalawmtnvter 
a doy I kivt UnRinad 2 rnr 
off my waul and lott B ki v« 
All Ihit lA 30 diytl AH my 
moiciai tnd railt«Bt hava 
•karidy tontd up and I tail 
sapor -ikargtdivMh ntwan 
trgyl And nty wifa sayi I 
ACl ilka a Grtak on (iia konty 
ffloeal Wa balk ota Jopsor 
(Ml Ion Ri 


Ms MICHELLE MONET 
A|t 21 fatkion Modal 
Maota Carla 

A* a modal my shapa it to 
imporUni to my loroer I 
did not hava lima foi or 
Jtka slicnoout anauiitriQ 
My lipu a waa iioiting to 
ihoiiy Hit It* glad Noar 
ihaflki to my homo iQgyoi I 
(aal act and look batiar 
ifcaii aval* Hama Joggar >a 
Tun and «aiy and canvaoi 
anti My ftgtit it ntw firm 
and aliuring I toil i emt 
of my thigka Aeon frommy 
want and iHtd 4 kilOi in 
oRO montfi* And my hinbaod 
ROW igrtaa Jogitit makt 
batiar lovtra' 


Ud r ThoHOVlf- lUGOER gives 
/() I ill the r nv) and convenience 
you np€d to get bdck into shape 
jf .rourown pAce any time ofdayoi 
M uht ifidny kind of wedther witfi 
f'ut I word of glanco from anyone 
And rpinc-rrter theHOMF JOGGE 
cjry be g ^od for dM ayes 
A ho year c dwnowork^out 
rrguiatls cjnlook indfeel 
br f^erthanmanyd ^Oyear 
old who does nothifig to 
Md'y in shipe Noull be 
iinizpd to see how 
giiiLkh you qu from a 
quarli r r/f d ii\ k ri flay 
fj d fidif mi'n until 
V )U I nrl ^our r If 

lur fill 1 ihr* H may be 

( vt n f »t f i j woek 
AihI it s I'l 1)1 twocn you 
H (I thf' ni K aqf rourUcr' 


WATCH THE MILES CLICK 
BY ON YOUR PERSONAL 
COMPUTER 



l| i Ilka a now gafiia 
Tha mileage couniai 
|p|l) you tatantlyhow 
nu(k gtound >ouhava^ 
covamd Works equally wall far 
cinit womofl ol evBi^ hai|iH You aasily 
101 veil your tliide lu mtir ige with rns 
reedinq o( ike lompuior and one glatita a! tke 
conveiuon t kart Yuu will be eniaftd at haw lot 
yau ran run in |usl a br»al motnmg workout 
You II actually kava a gotnl lime rurning again 
tt the ilfluk at your own pair Yas Itw 
HOME JOuGffl 0010 00 00*1 to taerent boiedem 
(or good A apanat pciionaliiragrati ihait will 
give youanifliaiing latord at yaw daily impit* 
vampni whilt yout letla and your mmat 
coi firm tha laiulu 


OII DAY FREE 

-111 H OME TRIAL 


Special 

'SPRING BOARD 
JOGGING PAG * 
ActttllyHalptVtiiRKa 
Otap cnkitfl tratd 
glNi rau • * pMli 
back actlaa yen ftai 

with tytry *tridt 
Milt Mipartant it lb 
aorbt ibal bard tfioek 
tbit CM CHaa rail 
prabltmi wbta run 
amg m bud loada 
AakltHad kaatt art 
panpared with a toll 
cHibianiRg affaci tktt 
tonot nutcltt wilhaut 
iarrmg 

MOmIhAN ORE 
NIILION ALREADY 
fOlO IN U 0 A 0 
EURORi 

ROW AVAlUilE 
TOR THE PiRgT 
r|M€ IN IRMA 
‘OERROWWHiU 
STOCU LAST 




NO RISK MO^Y SAW 

guarantee 

patixM milMI* ‘“J"" " JOB 

11 , 0 , HI 1 “! ITII 


StND THIS COUPON TODAV 


naaia Mad my Homo Joggar wiih Mllatga S 
Computar ter tba lawpiica ul |«it Ri 111 ■ 
^01 Rt 26 poitaga A Handling I tiidaraiand | 
tkal if I am nut totaHy latiifiai I may ratuin ■ 
tba Hama Joggar wrtbia 30 dayt tar a full * 
and compiala tafund aicapf Ri 11 for p 6 H 
Tirk 1 110 Drvfl Q VP t* O 
Muriry Ordor I, Postal Order □ 

Name 
Addraia 


Signatwra 

tPartnti It Mdai 11) 

^ 51114 yeur ardi'c’onquttiai remiiunfa R 
le lackHtgiobtlm lAkufaehei Me i un | 
7 Cttlekf Cauiaway B(«kiy 4^1) OJt) ■ 

; (C) TICNNIClOOt IRT L ISTt PP>mj i S 

IM Hi Ni « Ri Ml H Ml Mi M NM 
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ANTICIPATED WHOLE UFE POLICY 



Attractive double-benefit plan 

• Ensures 50% of the insured amount during the policy term 

• Provides 100% insurance cover, available at all times even after the policy term 


You can take the policy for 20 
years or 25 years For instance 
if you take a 20 year policy at 
the age of 35 the Anticipated 
Whole Life Policy provides two 
d stinct types of benefits- helps 
you meet your short term needs 
with the money you get back 
from the polity at periodic inter 
vaiG over ?0 years provides 
complef' long range msurtrire 
prr)tection fo >0 ' fam ly even 
after the obligations to (ay 
premiums have ceased 

See how a 20-year policy of 


Rs 25,000 operates when a 
person takes the policy at the 
age of 35 

On survivance to 

40 he gets Rs 3 125 00 

On surv ivance to , 

45 he gets Rs 3 125 00 

On survivance to 
50 he gets Rs 3 125 00 

On survivance to 
55 he gets Rs 3 125 00 

Even after the policy term is 
over his family IS entitled to the 
benefit of the assured amount m 
case of his death 


If death occurs during the policy 
term of 20 years or at any time 
thereafter the family will get 
the entire insured amount with 
the bonuses irrespective of the 
number of instalments that the 
policyholder would have recei¬ 
ved 

This unique policy brings your 
family double benefits Ask for 
the Anticipated Whole Life 
Policy by name 

Please contact your LIC Agent 
or the nearest office 



•Life Jnsurance Corporation of Jndia . 

KAOEUS/LIC $A.)7 




Get yourself a Dynamic and Powerful 
Body-results you can see in 
only 14 days—or you pay nothing! 


Standing in front of youi bedroom mirror. 
It s so easy to fool yourself about your 
physital condition Doyou have 

a physique that some men envy and 
others admire’ If not, here's trews that 
will astound you An utterjy revolution¬ 
ary new kind of body builder has been 
designed to give you the kind of phy 
sique you've always wanted in a matter 
of only weeks' Imagine yoursell with 


steelhard muscles powerful man sued 
biceps thighs like massive tree trunks' 
Now you can turn it into reality' This 
new device is called BULLWORKER 
It simply uses the latest scientific 
Isotomc Isometric principles to pack 
dynamic new strength and vigour into 
your wiiole body many times faster than 
conventional techniques. AND you can 
prove It for yourself m only 14 days' 


Fitness Expert reveals how these 7 exercises 
can build you a power-packed body 
in exactly 49 seconds a day! 

This is Dave Prowse, former British weightlifting champion, 
demonstrating the simple series of 7-second Bullworker exercises. 


Thi;: pxeicise develops This exercise huilds 
deep Muscular and steel like iippliriii 

powerful chest shouldeis 


Here $ how to attain 
that haiidsuiiie 
athletic V shape 


This exercise huihds 
back muscles, gives 
you that 'man of 
action" look 




Here's how you ran 
develop muscular 
shoulders 


Moulds Abdominal 
Muscles into a taut 
firm ard slim shape 


This one charges 
youi loiearms with 
new strength 


CHALLENGE! 

Try ah irunute work 
out with Bullworker 
everyday for 14days 
II after that you do 
rial LOOK and FEEl 
sironiiei toughur 
more liynamtu, simply 
rctuinthe Bullworker 
to us and it will not 
have cost you a paisa* 


BUILT IIM POWERMETER 


means you can 
actually watch 
your musclo-power 
G-R-O-W-l-N-G 
day by riayl 



Exclusive 

BULLWORKER . 

SPORTS SHIRTS fashinn'^""' "-^ ' 
ably designed and made Ironi 
finest Quality Egyptian Colton Ideal 
lot casual wear and while exercising 
Available in 1 sues 



MAIL THIS COUPON TODAY 


MAILORDER SAIESPVTLTD IQiderDept l 
I h Wattiew Road. Bombay 400 004 ;ai>ib 
Please rush me BULlWORKtR with FRII 
GIFTS Im 14 day FREE HOME tiial I under 
stand that it lam not completely deliuhted 
with the lesults I may simply letuin the 
BUllWORKER and FREE GIFTS by reoislered 
parcel within the 14 day trial period loi lull 
and immediate refund Sy 45 

Pltata Tick ivF Appropriate Box 
L' I'll pay postman Rs i64 (plus Rs 20 
p A I ihaiges) on delivery ol niy Bullwuikei 
by V P P (j Chcgue/Oiali entlosed/seni 
M 0 foi Rs 284 (Reii No dt > 
wilhihe same 14 day leliiin piivilege 

SPORTS SHIRT SIZE 

I' SMAll n MEDIUM I i LARGE 

Name 

AddieLs . , ,, 


. . . Sigualuici 

for piiiciil s il iMKiei tiq 


e- j|| 

mm w’ipi y*''*' 

















Adroit- 3030 


Individuals y 
Co-operative 
Societies!« 



Ifou can get an 
HDFC loan right here 
in Calcutta 


HDFC is a financial institution which provides long 
term housing loans to individuals, co-operative 
societies and companies. 

Loan applications will be processed expeditiously 
in Calcutta. 

For information, discussions, brochures and 
application forms contact; 


Regional Office 

Cooke & Kelvey Building, 
20, Old Court House Street, 
Calcutta-700 001 
Tel 231981 



Registered Office 

Ramon House. 

169, Backbay Reclamation, 
Bombay-400 020 
Tel: 220282 220265 
Telex- HDFC 6762 
Gram: HOUSCORP 



HOUSING DEVELOPMENT 
FINANCE CORPORATION LIMITED 



SUNDIOr 


VOLUME 8 
ISSUES 
RUPEE ONE 

AN ANANDA BAiTAR PUBLICATION 


July 27, 1980 



hxploiled, humiliated, raped Sometimes burnt because ot 
insufficient dowries All over India, women are suffering A 
team of reporters highlights the many kinds of crimes 
againf t women Page 14 


I- 



Workers seem to have for¬ 
gotten their revolutionary 
role in social development, 
points out a slightly disillu¬ 
sioned GEORGE FER¬ 
NANDES They now seem 
to spend most of their time 
protecting their vested in¬ 
terests rather than helping 
others still deprived 

Page 26 



India s current problems can be traced to the absence of a 
national consensus - a fallout of the India-China war of 
1962 which destroyed Nehru's credibility Mrs Gandhi has 
a chance to restore that consensus now that everybody is 
the wiser after the twin experiences of the Emergency and 
Janata Rule, thinks Rasheed Talib Page 40 
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rhe Assam 
tragedy 


[ N Its excellent get up, extensive 
coverage and wonderful treat 
lent, vour special issue on Assam (8 
une) marks a watershed m the 
ealm ol journalism I he issue 
rings into sharp focus rhe goings on 
1 Assam 

•nifidhd Ghatdk, Kokrajhar 

VHIJ h reserving my opinion about 
oui role in presenting the facts 
egardmg the piesent mass move 
(lent in Assam, I would like to 
larify the following points In a 
equtsitioned general body meeting 
f the Gauhati University Teachers’ 
association held on 24 September 
979, no decision was taken against 
arming a separate Sangram samiti 
'he meeting unanimously decided 
3 authorise the executive commit 
“e to review thv, situation and de 
ide on the plan and programme as 
deemed fit 

Within a month the movement 
ecame intensified The active parti 
ipation of the members of the 
;UrA was felt necessary But the 
xecutive committee headed by Dr 
Sarma lemained inactive which 
roused dissatisfaction in the minds 
f the general membeis In another 
*quisiti6ned meeting and under the 
ime presidentship of Dr Sarma, a 
ommittee named as the Co 
rdmation Committee of GUTA was 
irmed on 24 November 1979 just to 
‘present GUTA in the movement 
The torchlight procession was not 
iken by the road leading to the 
ouse of Dr Hiren Gohain in the 
*mpus ‘ As such I am surprised to 
?ad from your report that “the 
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procession stopped before his house 
and those of some of his colleagues 
of similar persuasion, and slogans 
were raised against them ” It may be 
mentioned that such wrong informa¬ 
tion may lead to unnecessary pro¬ 
vocations 

T D Goswami, General Secretary, 
Gauhati University Teachers’^Asso 
ciation, Gauhati 

SUBIR KO’V’S comment on the for 
mation of Assam Bidyut Karmi Kar 
ma Parishad (not Karmi Sangha) in 
his ardclc Did the local administra 
tion listen to Delhi or AASU'^ is 
baseless, misleading and motivated 
All unions, assoiiations of em 
ployees and officers of ASbB have 
extended their full support to the 
present movement of the people of 
Assam to sa\( the countiv fiom the 
invasion of foreigners Ihe em 
ployees and otficeis of ASl fe, irres 
pective of their unions and associa 
tions, formed the Assam Bidyut Kar 
mi Karma Parishad to stand unitedly 
for the cause ol the nation Subir 
Roy should have known that no 
union or association of the ASEB is 
affiliated either to the CITU or the 
INIUC Purthei the remark that the 
Karma Parishad has the blessings ol 
the ASP B\ c hairman is, to sav the 
least, a figment of his fertile imagi 
nation 

B P Das, General Secretary, Assam 
Bidyut Karmi Karma Parishad, 

Caste Hindu 
plot 

WE refer to the profile of Nibaran 
Bora published in your paper and 
resent his derogatory remark that 
the Ahoms were sold out to the 
British in 1820 The Ahoms had been 
ruling Assam for seven centuries 
and the caste Hindus are reluctant 
to acknowledge this till today Mr 
Bora has only given vent to caste 
Hindus feelings He conveniently 
forgot that it was through the 
treachery of the caste Hindus that 
Ahoms were defeated by the Bur¬ 
mese (Mans) and it was also because 
of their betrayal that the British 
could occupy Assam peacefully Is it 
nut a fact that though the Bengali; 
came with the British to help in the 
administration, it was the cumula¬ 
tive support and help of the caste 
Hindus which averted any uprising 
against foreign rule’ What does his¬ 
tory say regarding the rise and pros¬ 
perity of the Assamese caste Hindus 
throughout the Brahamaputra valley 
during the British rule’ What are 
the antecedents of the big, pros^er- 


BY bringing out a Special Issue on 
Assam you have done a commend¬ 
able service to both sides In April I 
went to Assam and visited Nalbari, 
Gauhati, Nowgung, Dimapur, 
Golaghat, Jorhat, Sibsagar, Dibru- 
garh and Tinsukia by car, travelling 
even at midnight Nowhere did I 
come across any disturbances exgept 
for a few processions and picketings 
in Gauhati Hotel bearers, taxi driv 
ers, rickshaw pullers, vendors, shop 
keepers and the men in the streets 
all seemed to be ignorant of the real 
causes of the agitation except for a 
general impression that all this was 
being done because the Bengalis 
were bad In Nowgong I was sur 
prised to see that the so called fore 
igners were actually members of the 
peering committees of the agitation 
In fact, no one, not even the leaders 
of the agitation know what precisely 
they want 

R K Gulati, Siliguti 

The north eastern region is certainly 
sitting on a powder keg with irres 
ponsible people playing with fire, 
hardly realising that even a small 
spark can np apart everything to 
pieces Thanks to M f Akbar and 
Tooshar Pandit for highlighting the 
injustice and cruelty perpetrated on 
the minorities 

Momtaz, Silchar 


ous and aristocratic caste Hindu 
families of Assam? 

History points out that during the 
latter part of Ahom rule, the king 
had become a titular head and the 
real power vested with the Brahmins 
and caste Hindus of the royal court 
These caste Hindus have been ruling 
the roast since then and they were 
thoroughly shaken by the reemerg¬ 
ence of the Ahoms and the laun¬ 
ching of the OBC movement headed 
by Sarat Sinha and Hiteswar Saikia. 
To counter this rise of Tribal Assam 
the caste Hindus have invented the 
“foreigners” issue and have suc¬ 
ceeded in coming out at the top in 
Assam’s affairs again by hoodwink¬ 
ing the people into believing in the 
impracticable and rising hopes 
which have no chance of mater¬ 
ialising 

This viewpoint is vindicated by 
the fact that all the top-ranking 
leaders, think tanks, advisers, etc, 
of either the AASU or the AAGSP 
are caste Hindus, and all the tor¬ 
tured persecuted, socially boycotted 
free thinking opposers of this caste 
Hindu game are either Ahoms or 
‘Other Backward Classes’. 

SumI Madbar Satkta, Dibruj^rb. 





Just a fan 

In your Assam Special Issue you 
have published my photograph 
along with my answers to some ques¬ 
tions relating to the present move¬ 
ment in Assam. I have nothing to 
contradict in the text you have re- 

E roduced. But unfortunately you 
ave confused me with Mr P. G. 
Barua. Your confusion has put me 
into a very embarrassing situation. 

Further, I told your correspon¬ 
dents clearly enough that 1 have 
nothing to do with the AASU except 
being one of its millions of suppor¬ 
ters. As such, to be the AASU’s 
“think tank” is beyond my capacity 
and audacity I hope you will agree 
with me that to support the players 
of the East Bengal football team 
from the gallery, one need not be Mr 
P. K Banerjee, their coach. 

Pradip Baruah, Gauhati 

Toosbar Pandit replies. Advisers 
do not always use formal letter¬ 
heads I, however, stand bv my 
story 

You have thrown light on the prob¬ 
lems not only of Assam but of the 
whole north-east. This in-depth 
study will be helpful to the people of 
other states in grasping :he situation 
prevailing in the area. It is no doubt 
an open secret that a large number 
of Bangladeshis have come over to 
this part of India. The suggestion by 
Mr Pradip Baruah is noteworthy I 
hope the leaders of the movement 
will take this into consideration. A 
lot of time, energy and money have 
flown down the Brahmaputra. The 
movement has been able to project 
the grievances of the Assamese and 
the nation has heard them It is high 
time they should sit across the table 
with the government and thrash out 
a solution in the best interests of the 
nation. 

Sudip Kr. Dutta, Silchar 

SUBIR ROY’S report was billed as a 
“detailed on-the-spot” one. But'his 
remark, “Dr D. P Baruah is prob- 
-ably the only communist not only 
supporting the current agitation but 
actively participating in it,” does not 
prove his firsthand acquaintance 
with the agitation. There ore in fact 
scores of communists or, to be more 
precise, Marxist intellectuals parti 
cipating actively in the movement. 
May I ask the author to consult the 
April 80 issue of Anik (a leftist 
Bengali magazine) containing an 
article by Prof. Udoyon Misra, a 
noted leftist intellectual of Assam? 
Besides, the recent issues of Angi- 
kar, a leftist Assamese magazine 
edited by Prof. U. Misra, adequately 
prove how strong the role of Marxist 
individuals is in the present mass 
movement in Assam. 

Abut Hasan Rafique Ahmed, Dibru- 
garb 


Reason wounded 

YOUR reports upon the present 
movement remind me of Winston 
Churchill’s words, “Truth is so pre¬ 
cious a thing that it should be 
escorted with a battalion of lies ” 
What amuses me most is your inno¬ 
cent looking designs at lowering the 
dignity of my Party and my person 
before the public eye. But this sort 
of falsehood, which you are building 
with painstaking care, is very badly 
managed. 

Allow me to draw your attention 
to the article “Assam- Bloodshed” (1 
June) Such a writing could no doubt 
hit the newsstand like a bull, but 
only at the cost of reason and truth. 
Here the writer held me responsible 
for starting the process of deleting 
the names of “Muslims” from the 
voters list of the Mangaldai Lok 
Sa'bha constituency, as I “felt” that 
“there is no earthly chance” of my 
Party retaining that seat. Here he 
found it convenient to forget the 
public statement Mr S. L Sakdher, 
Chief Election Commissioner, made 
at Ooty on 24 September 1978 Sak¬ 
dher stated: “I would like to refer to 
the alarming situation in some 
states, specially, in the North-east 
region wherefrom some disturbing 
reports are coming regarding large- 
scale inclusion of foreign nationals 
in the electoral rolls In one case, the 
population m the 1971 census re¬ 
corded an increase as high as 34 98 
per cent over the 1961 figures and 
this increase was attributed to the 
influx of a very large number of 
persons from neighbouring coun¬ 
tries. The influx has become a regu¬ 
lar feature I think that it may not be 
a wrong assessment to make on the 
basis of increase of 34 98 per cent 
between the two censuses, the in¬ 
crease that IS likely to be recorded 
in 1991 census would be more than 
100 per cent over the 1961 census. In 
other words, a stage would be 
reached, when that state may have 
to reckon with the foreign nationals 
who may in all probability constitute 
a sizable percentage, if not the ma¬ 
jority of the population in that 
state.” 

He also ignored the significance 
of the circular no. 14011/26/75-F(c) 
issued by the government of India in 
1975 directing the state government 
to screen the illegal entries of fore¬ 
ign nationals’ names in the voters 
list. I failed to understand how the 
goverment run by the united Con¬ 
gress Party in the state at that time 
could sleep over this circular. I simp- 


In Sunday dated 29 June Mrs Amtesh- 
war Anand. the late Mr Sanjay Gan¬ 
dhi’s mother-in-law, was inadvertent¬ 
ly referred to as Begum Abide Ahmed 
on pages 11 and 14. The error is 
regretted — Editor. 


ly tried to execute the directions, 
and the revelation shook the state as 
well as the whole of the country,, 
Was It my crime as the Chief Minis¬ 
ter of Assam to check these illegal^ 
entries? 

Another example of total fabrica¬ 
tion of facts was in the article “What 
are Assam’s politicians doing now’" 
(8 June). Here the writer discovered 
me ”in a cushy bungalow . living 
very uncomfortably” and ail alone, 
as even my colleagues in the JLP 
seldom meet me nowadays” and that 
I “refused for some time to vacate 
the CM’s residence” after my “un¬ 
ceremonious” departure on 4 Sep¬ 
tember 1979. Would he be kind 
enough to check up with the depart¬ 
ments concerned at Dispur or with 
me how prompt I was in applying for 
an alternative accommodation? 
When my government resigned, 
perhaps not so.“unceremoniously”, 
my immediate concern was where to 
lodge my family, as I do not have a 
permanent dwelling of my own. Till I 
assumed the office of the Chief 
Minister of Assam, my family lived 
for years at a rented house at Tinsu- 
kia. Now that too slipped out of my 
grip Neither was it possible at that 
time to obtain an accommodation at 
the MLAs Hostel, Dispur. Thus, 1 
had to wait for some time at the 
CM’s residence against my will as I 
Yound It humanly impossible to drag 
my family out to the open street. 

However, his statement that the 
Assam JLP now has 29 members ih 
Its fold IS very true, and I do not | 
blame him for drawing the reader’s | 
attention to the fact that once upon 
a time it had 61 members But the 
rapidly changing reading of the poli¬ 
tical barometer of our country 
makes it rather difficult for one to 
forecast the weather The whole 
climate is so notoriously confusing, 
that one cannot be sure how long he i 
can bask under a glorious sun. But, j 
please note, the 29 JLP members' 
still treat me as their leader and 
they are kind enough to maintain - 
very cordial relations with me. 

I humbly request you to equip 
your reporters with a microscope, 
instead of a periscope, while dealing j 
with the ailing political situation of i 
Assam. They may locate the patients : 
no doubt but the diagnosis would be 
impossible for them 
Golap Barbara, Gauhati 

KUDOS to Tooshar Pandit for his 
interesting as well as informative 
article “Assam: Bloodshed” (1 
which presents a correct and ba¬ 
lanced assessment of the current 
situation in the strife-torn north 
eastern state. However honest the^ 
leaders of the present agitat ion may. 
have been initially events have 
apparently gone out of their control; 

Suvobrota Sarkar. Dhanbad . * 
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Powerful analysis 

P RAN CHOPRA’S “The burden of 
power” (8 June) is a good analy¬ 
sis of the election results in Tamil 
Nadu He has pointed out very clear¬ 
ly how rivalry in politics between 
MGR and Mr Karunanidhi is going 
on in Tamil Nadu 
PerumaJsamy, Madurai 

ARTHUR PAIS in his article “A 
check on Mrs Gandhi” has given an 
almost correct picture of the prevail¬ 
ing political situation in Tamil Nadu 
The unceremonial dismissal of 
MGR's honest and stable Ministry 
by Mrs Gandhi has not only earned 
the sympathy and support of a large 
number of enlightened people but 
also provoked anger and displeasure 
against the Congress {I)-DMK 
alliance The election has proved 
il.at the people of Tamil Nadu could 
not be taken loi a ride The 
AlADMK nevei promised a kilogram 
ot sugar tor a rupee It only prom¬ 
ised to bring down the price of 
essential commodities No one can 
now sav that MGR's success in the 
polls was due to his popularitv as a 
iilni actoi Incidentally, Kalaignar 
means artist and not world poet as 
Aithui Pais has stated 
K F Andavan. Gobicheitipaldyam 

AKIHUR PAIS has clcarlv brought 
out that the relaxation of prohibi¬ 
tion and the premature dissolution 
ot MGR’s Ministry led to his specta- 
culdi victoiy Not only that. MGR’s 
false ptomises liky a kilogram, of 
rice and a rupee per head for the 
poveity stricken people, sarees, 
money and free medical tieatment 
of pregnant ladies, writing of agra¬ 
rian loans to the tune of Rs 440 
croies were also the major factors 
V A Voonkodi Se/van. 7'hir 
uvanaru 


An apology 

T his refers to the antcle “En¬ 
gineering trouble at Bombay 
IIT” by Olga Telles (13 April). So far 
as the affairs of the Institute in 
general are concerned, I take the 
strongest objection'to the following 
statement. “The Director appointed 
his own man as head of a committee. 
Prof Hira Lai, but the students ob¬ 
jected as he was recently removed 
by a no-confidence motion by the 
faculty members as Head of the 
Chemistry Department since he was 
found guilty of financial improp¬ 
riety.” 

1 wish to state that 1 am one of the 
seniorraost members of the faculty 
and my own man; that at no stage 
did the students express any lack of 
confidence in me as convenor of the 
enquiry committee; that there had 


Freedom of' 
the Press? 

A llow me to congratulate S. N. 

M Abdi on his excellent article, 
“How question papers are bought 
and sold” (8 June). He has pointed 
out that the question papers for only 
three Higher Secondary subjects— 
Physics, Chemistry and Mathema¬ 
tics were printed at the Pearl Offset 
Press in Delhi. Whether Mrs Anila 
Devi, the president of the Higher 
Secondary Council admits it or not. 
It IS commmon knowledge that the 
English II questions leaked out at 
least two days before the date of 
examination Both the Government 
and the Council have tried to prove 
that the Delhi press is responsible 
for the leakage If what S N M Abdi 
writes IS true, some other press must 
be held responsible lor the question 
paper leakage. 

Rathindranath Chaitopadhyay, Cal¬ 
cutta 

The widespread leakage of the High¬ 
er Secondary question papers in 
Calcutta have caused a lot of incon¬ 
venience to students throughout 
West Bengal. 

Anjana Maitra, Rourkela. 


Silent policemen 

D E NIZAMUDDIN in Delhi Diary 
(8 June) records the nuisance of 
musical horns and the complacency 
of the traffic police Not only these, 
but there are other maladies also 
afflicting the traffic situation in the 
capital Nothing is done to the kil¬ 
lers on the roads, the reckless driv¬ 
ers and the tiaffic offenders Police 
quietly watch people break traffic 
rules 

Sanjav Bhatia. New Delhi 


been no financial impropriety com¬ 
mitted by me during my headship of 
the Chemistry Department or in 
deed at any cither time, and that I 
have been heed of the Chemistry 
Department on three separate occa¬ 
sions On no occasion have I been 
removed from headship by a vote of 
no-confidence. 

I am surprised that a responsible 
editor should allow publicity of de¬ 
famatory remarks against me I wish 
you had verified the information so 
far as it relates to me. However, now 
that the facts are brought to your 
notice directly by me, I wcfuld expect 
you to publish this letter and ex¬ 
press regrets for allowing publica¬ 
tion of the defamatory article. 
Prof Hira Lai, IIT Bombay 

Our sincere apologies to Profes¬ 
sor Hira Lai We have already pub¬ 
lished letters contradicting the news 
ifem he objects to .— Editor 
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A compendium of specific reports of atrocities against women, views, 
analysis and suggestions on how the law can be altered to better protect 
the exploited half of the human race. 


liNt; i()‘l,<)k Sdbha A 
(tt'bati' on rape iv in 
piofiioNs The first 
speakei is Jyotirmoy 

-Bosu, who IS also the 

niovci of the motion “There has 
been inhumdii torture of women. 
They have been taped, gang-raped, 
and paiaded nude in the streets. 
This has veiy few parallels in the 
histoiy of I Ins country ” There is a 
retereiKi- lo an incident of a woman 
being raped in Duig Other speakers 
follow—Ratendra Kumaii Vaipayee, 
Rdjesh Pilot, Chandiajit Yadav, 
Mohsiiia Kidwui and Gita Mukher- 
jee Similar woids ate mouthed Re- 
leientes aie made to incidents of 
rape and molest ation in Baghpat, 
and accusations aie hurled at one 
another 

This IS not the fust time that 
atrocities on women have been dis 
cussed in Parliament But what has 
been the net lesult-’ In 1972, 2S62 
cases of tape weie legisteied In 
197 1, 28bl cases In 1971, 2862 casc-s 
and in 197 >, 1281 cases Pt*tet 

Layton, an otticial of the Mane 
Stopes SocIdV tc'centlv said that two 
million Indian women were victims 
of ia|)e eveiy sear Zail Singh de 
Hied this tigure and said that m 
1976, {611 women weie raped, {821 
women the following veai and 1781 
in 1978 Ihese ate astronomical ft- 
guii s m themselves As the late of 
rape rises, 48 pet cent of the nation’s 
population becomes incteasinglv in- 
.secui e 

Onlv two days before the debate 
111 Pai liarnem. members of the Bhar¬ 
atiya Janata Paitv and the CPI had 
Staged a walkout m the Madhva 
Piadesh A.s.semblv in protest against 
what they called the apathetic atti¬ 
tude of the Government in dealing 
with an incident at Morena, where a 
woman, they .said, was raped by five 
men According to repoits with the 
police, ' woman was held by five 
persons in 'torena who “stripped 
her and stufteJ chillies into hei 
private parts” Bu^ rape is not the 
only act which has . ' coming to 

light There aie variou- ot.ioratioci 
ties against women which go to show 
how severely they are oppressed 
today 

Two months after Prem Kiimaii 
of Delhi got married, she died due to 
severe burns, on 9 May this year 
“Ever since she got married hei 
husband and her in-laws kept tom- 
lt« 


HOW MEN 
EXPLOIT, 
ABUSE 
WOMEN 
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plaitiing that we had given an insuf¬ 
ficient dowry,” Padmavati Khanna, 
prem Kumar’s mother told me. 
“They complained that we had not 
given a fridge, a television set, a fan 
and various other things. The doU 
went at eight in the morning and two 
hours later they had started telling 
us how bad we were andlcept insult¬ 
ing us. After that we were not 
allowed to talk to her or meet her. It 
was only when her health became 
very bad that she was allowed to 
come over to our house. She told us 
how badly they treated her and how 
they beat her because we had given 
an insufficient dowry. The next time 
we saw her was when she was burnt. 
At once I suspected that her hus¬ 
band and her in-laws had committed 
foul play ” She stopped to wipe the 
tears from her eyes and then con¬ 
tinued, “We went to the police to 
complain about this hut initially 
they refused to even register the 
case I suspect they were bribed It 
was only after a long time that they 
decided to register our ca.se” Mrs 
Khanna is still trying to get justice, 
but her case is not an isolated one 

On 8 December, 1977, Nur Jahan 
of Nangloi, on the outskirts of Delhi, 
got married to Mohammad .Salim 
Eight days after she pot married, 
Nur Jahan reteiyed her first beating 
at the hands'* of hei in-laws The 
situation persisted for one and a half 
years On 21 May, 1979, she died of 
burns under mysterious circumst¬ 
ances All through she had been 
harassed by her in-laws for bringing 
an insufficient dowry Said Shah 
Jehan Begum; “My daughter’s 
mother-in-law kept saying that she 
would get her son married else¬ 
where, to people who had money, 
not to poor people like us. Occasion¬ 
ally they used to send word that they 
needed some money, say Rs 500 or 
600. Now, where are we poor people 
to get that kind of money from’ We 
earn enough to feed ourselves for 
the day and we have no savings We 
had borrowed to get our daughter 
married. So obviously we could not 
pay and the torture of our daughter 
continued until she died. Even the 
police showed no interest in the 
case. All they said was that this sort 
of thing just occurred. We are help¬ 
less” 

Jaswanti’s mother is ^Iso help¬ 
less. Jaswanti, who was married four 
years ago died of burns earlier this 
year. She too had been harassed 
until she left her in-laws and re¬ 
turned to her parents, unable to 
bear any further torture. It was only 
when her mother-in;law threatened 
that she would get her son remarried 
that Jaswanti returned to stay with 
her husband. But she remained 
there only a short while, dying as a 
result of bums shi^ly afterwards. 
“We do not regret that we sent 


Jaswanti baek to her in-laws, but it 
does not look good if a girl stays 
away from her sasural for so long,” 
said Kaji, Jaswanti’s aunt “ 1 am 
sure the girl did not commit suicide, 
though her in-laws had made life 
hell for her,” she added. 

Dowry deaths are now an 
accepted phenomenon. According to 
statistics provided by the Delhi 
Police, in Delhi 69 women died due 
to burns in 1979 while in the seven 
months of this vear, 65 women have 
lost their lives becau.se of burns In 
1975, which ironically was Interna¬ 
tional Women’s Year, 350 girls were 
suspected to have been burnt for 
providing insufficient dowries. In 
India, according to the Home Minis¬ 
try, 2670 women died of burns in 
1976 and 2917 in 1977. 

“In our society everything has 
become so commercialised, that 
even marriage has become so It is 
also a case where ostentatious living 
has become more important than 
human beings,” said Mrs Vimla 
Farooqui, general secretary of the 
National Federation of Indian 
Women “Women have now come to 
be treated as pi open v Husbands 
demand dowries and they can even 
bum their biides if and when they 
want to. The police do not do any¬ 
thing either to check this menace or 
to punish the guilty,” said Shubhad- 
ra Butalia, a social worker dealing 
with dowry deaths. “Bride-burning 
has become so common because it is 
difficult to prove that it is murder 
and all evidence can be removed 
The attitude of the police is such and 
the legal piocedure so complicated 
that no one wants to give evidence 
and the case does not proceed. The 
police are totally un.svmpathetic.” 

T he police, however, think diffe¬ 
rently “The police can only take 
action on the basis of evidence and 
law,” said Dr K. K Paul, Deputy 
Commissioner of Police (Crime), De¬ 
lhi. “People complain that the police 
are unsympathetic But the people 
expect loo much from the police 
They expect us to hang people for 
crimes not proved. In such a case my 
question IS, ‘Are the courts sym¬ 
pathetic?’ Besides, the law i< so 
weak that there has not been a 
single ca.se of conviction for a dowry 
death in Delhi Besides, I think that 
most c^ses are those of suicide, not 
murdeiiThere is maladjustment be¬ 
tween the husband and wife and the 
wife decides to commit suicide. Such 
things happen mostly in the lower- 
middle classes where values are res¬ 
trictive and not at all permissive. 
The woman feels helpless. She has 
no other outlet, and after getting 
harassed, decides to commit suicide 
Only in three or four per cent of the 
cases is there any suspicion of 
murder.” 


Facts abouT 
women 

• Hie World Conference of the 
United Nations Decade for 
Women revealed that an av^ge. 
woman works twice as hard as an . 
average man. This is because in 
many cases the woman takes care 
of the domestic chores in addition 
to going out for work. 

• In Europe and America 
women constitute 40 per cent of 
the paid labour force and contri¬ 
bute 40 per cent of the gross 
domestic product. But women’s 
wages are lower than men’s—2S 
per cent less in the UK and 40 per ! 
cent less in the USA. 

•* In Africa women do 60 to 80 
per cent of the agricultural work, 
^ per cent of all animal husban¬ 
dry and 100 per cent of the food 
processing. Against 1,800 hours a 
year for men it is 2,6()0 hours per 
year for women in agriculture. 

• In India, the average working 
day for the woman is between 
ISvi and 16 hours in agnculture.>. 
In cases of younger women the' 
workload is often combined with 
frequent pregnancies, childbirth 
and breast-feeding This has re¬ 
sulted in the world’s most neg-. 
lected, health problem of the 
1980s; millions of women are suf¬ 
fering from chronic exhaustion. 

• Modernisation on the agricul¬ 
tural front has increased the 
workload for women and lessened. 
that for men. In Africa it has 
increased women’s share of agri¬ 
cultural labour from 5S per cent 
to 68 per cent. 

• In the rural areas, only 15 per 
cent of the population have ac¬ 
cess to modern health care facili¬ 
ties and during pregnancy and 
childbirth more than half of the 
world's women have no trained 
help. 

• In South Korea’s electronics 
industry, 90 per cent of the work¬ 
force consists of women aged 18 
to 23. ITiey work eight to ten 
hours a day, six days a week On 
one assembly line, 95 per cent of 
the total workforce developed se¬ 
vere eyesight problems 

• Research and advice on fami¬ 
ly planning is usually dnecled 
towards women. Decisions on 
family size are usiuilU taken bv 
men. 

• Almost all the iiioning and 
technology for improving agntul- 
-ture is given to men Women are 

responsible for 50 pei tent of the 
agncultural pioiliaiion and all' 
the food protessing 
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^ Jcs&ica Mahddevan of the Stree 
kSanghaish, dn organi&dtion dedling 
■with women’s rights, thinks other 
"wise “There is definite, active con 
tiivance on the part ot the police in 
rape cases and both dowiv deaths 
and rape ate part of the same phe 
nomenon opptession of women 
Rape IS not a ctime by one indi 
vidual against one woman, but i rime 
against wonianhoo'd “You don’t 
eveh have to look aiound to find 
cases of rape these days,” she added 
An eight-year-old girl, Kamlesh, 
of Delhi, was raped and strangled to 
death on 24 April this year, when 
her parents were away from home in 
Tejpur village in the Alipur block of 
Delhi Her body was found next 
morning when her parents returned 
home. They had gone out to the 
fields to work all night since it was 
the harvesting season. No one had 
been arrested till a fortnight after 
the crime and according to her pa 
rents, the police did not show much 
interest in the case 

In New Delhi, on 8 April this year, 
Ashrafi Lai was awarded two years 
imprisonment for raping an eight- 
year-old girl. He had picked up the 
girl who was sleeping along with her 
parents on the road, taken her to a 
nearby hotel and raped her. 

R ape is not just an ex 

pression of a man’s lust, it has 
also become an instrument whereby 
workers can be intimidated in a 
management-worker dispute On 20 
February this year, when the work¬ 
ers of the Hansi textile co operative 
were launching a struggle to press 
for their demands, 80 workers were 
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Calcutta: rape-free 


C alcutta IS a comparatively 
rape-free city In the first six 
months of this year only four 
cases were registered with the 
Calcutta Police which exercises 
its jurisdiction over a 35-square 
mile stretch (pop 31,50,000) 
through a network of 32 police 
stations Last year the number 
was 23 (as against 58 in Bombay) 
the year before 22 Obviously, the 
statistics do not reveal all In 
shame or fear of social ostracism, 
many victims prefer to stay away 
from the police More so in a 
predominantly middle class socie 
ty as in Calcutta Nevertheless, 
rape is one area of crime where 
the city lags behind almost all 
other major cities in the country 
Seen against an almost 115 per 
cent increase in other ma|or 
crimes like murders, dacoities 
and robberies over the last five 
years in the same city, this is 


quite surprising and poses a 
brain teaser. 

Why IS this SO'* There is no 
clear i ut answer “It is the mid¬ 
dle class composition of the city 
Old taboos are not altogether 
dead", says sociologist Police 
officials too, tend to agree “The 
people here have greater respect 
tor the sanctity of women presum¬ 
ably because women here are 
objects of worship Durga, Kali, 
Lakshmi, Saraswati—all impor¬ 
tant deities are women It is also 
likely that men in Calcutta stand 
a better chance than say, those in 
Bombay, of finding a mate of 
their choice because of a better 
male female ratio (636 women for 
every 1000 men against 531 
women for every 1000 men in 
Bombay) In the marriageable age 
group 17 30 the ratio is even 
letter (850 women for 1000 men) 
The inference men in Calcutta 


are less starved 

Not just Calcutta The entire 
state of West Bengal is safer for 
women than most other states 
Statistics with the polue show 
that on an average some 4000 
women are raped every year in 
the country only 250 of these 
rapes occur within the state of 
West Bengal Considering the 
weight of the state’s population, 
this is comparatively low 

Even the police in West Ben- 
al, who are often accused of all 
inds of strong-arm methods and 
atrocities, do not carry the stigma 
of rapists In the first six months 
of this year the West Bengal 
police have been implicated in 
just one case of rape The allega¬ 
tion IS'that some policemen pick¬ 
ed up a Bangladeshi girl on her 
way to Bombay at Sealdah rail¬ 
way station, took hei to a police 
station on the fringes of the city 
and raped her Generally, howev¬ 
er, women are better off in West 
Bengal 
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"Laws dis^**'imin' 
against worr.&ii 

Gita Mukherjee, CPI MP, tells bAUMIlHA bMNtrtJtt 


arrested and warrants issued against 
a number of others. According to 
. affidavits filed in the court by Mrs 
^ Kau'* »vd, Par • <1 Hiramati 

know ig that th alone 

i 1 (u.c, b »o<'i cortet^ 

I" < ’ e, att' K d tl 'll ? 

nif . t' ree v t '*n saut ib 

tl .e .p. r 

took place at a coffee plantation at 
Chikmagalur, on 15 March this year 
A short while befoie the incident 
occurred, the workers of the coffee 
plantation enrolled as members of a 
labourers’ union This was resented 
by the management and the workers 
were asked to vacate their houses on 
the plantation The workers re 
sisted On 15 March, at night, five 

K ' emen accompanied by some 
hoodlums entered the woi kers’ 
colony and in the presence of the 
police, beat up the workers sleeping 
outside their huts The clothes of a 
number of women were torn off and 
the women paraded naked in the 
colony A woman was then dragged 
into a room, later she said that she 
had been raped 

“You will notice that there is 
active (onnivance ot the police in 
most of the rape cases reported, and 
therefore it is very difficult to take 
any action against the culprits 
Again the police themselves are in 
volved in a numbei of lape cases, ’’ 
said Vimala haroooui “Besides, the 
law IS too weak and it has a number 
of loopholes According to section 
375 of the IPC,” A man is said to 
have committed lape who has sex 
ual intercourse with a woman under 
cirt umstances falling under any of 
the following descriptions firstly, 
against her will Secondly, without 
her consent Thirdly with her con 
sent, when her consent has been 
obtained by putting her m fear of 
death or of hurt bourthly, with oi 
without her consent when she is 
under 16 years of age ” But there are 
certain anomalies with legard to this 
law, for there are a number of 
instances where the victim is 
theatened, but this threat cannot be 
proved Again, there have been 
cases where under threat of injury 
to a neai and dear one, the victim 
has been subjected to rape Besides, 
the desire of the woman and her 
aversion to the act are not taken into 
account under the law Also, the 
onus to prove that she has been 
taped IS on the woman 

The dowry prohibition law of 
1961, too, has Its loopholes I o begin 
with. It does not define dowry and 
makes both giving and taking of a 
dowry an offence It theiefoie 
makes it extremely difticult tor a 
person who has given the dowVy to 
complain to the police Various 
women’s organisations are now sug 
gesting that dowry be.made a cognis 
able and non bailable offence 


Why do \ou think iitum 
tus on womon aic in 
c/casing so .iLniningh ■' 
A It is not |usi tliai 
a 1 1 o c 1 1 11 s a g a III s I 
women ail men isirig 1 think moii 
and mon lasts^an bt mg ic poitcd 
now th.it vn hut situid igitalmg 
I he oMgms ot Cl imt's against women 
lie in tilt tact that woint n .ut tic 
aletl as mUitois not iiisi m lhl^ 
countiv but .ill ovci iht woiltl c\ 
cept 111 the sotialisi loimtiits Mil 
tn Unit nt ut wiiint n is nioit, |)u\a 
kill amtmgpooiLi stiiitnis hciaiisi 
tlicv tit) not have tilt pow i to Hike 
back Bisidts mouicapit ilisi soiit 
tv It IS the .mtisoi 1 il (it nil ills who 
with thi haikingotv sit mliitsts 
combine to commit iti til < on 
wonit n look at whit h ippi nt d m 
( hikmagaliii women wcie lapi d to 
ciush *li( woikcrs iiiovcmcnt I hi 
most daiigcioLis thing IS till tail that 
all this was doiii with iht haikmi ot 
thi iioliic 

Q \\hot ohoni till ottnmh ot tin 
(lOMinnnnt nith /tgan/ to itinii 
t/cs on iMiiiu n 

A 1 hi (iiucttimint is pu visit il 
intiicsls and fiio hit moiiti i nit ss 
iht attiiiitk ol iht <.( \ 11 iim* III 
changes nothing i m lit tloiit to 
uphit the condilion ot wonu ii m tins 
countiv 

(J Vlbar ton do \oti ilinik tin 
mass nndiii tan jifai in tin uplilt 
mint ot till londnion ol womt/t n 
Indio-' 

A If the mass mt ili i tlcints tin 
policies anil attitude ot iht (lovctn 
tiient then it tail help in this tin it 
lion Iht mass media is duukd 
liitwtcn till piuate stitoi .md the 
public St not As tar is tlic (lovtin 
mint stiioi IS lonieintd 1 luui 
alwavs said that tin Mmistiv ot 
Intoimalion and Bi oadc isi ing 
should do somi homiwoik Ihog'.im 
mis on ladio television fostci 
iht atiituile that women tit inlorioi 
As fai as iht pi uate'mi dia is ton 
leincd I think that films and rnaga 
/mis potiiav wonitn m a vli\ pool 
light Most tilms show how whin a 
woman is laptd sht is londtmrred 
bv tvcMvtmt Ibis intiuiiues the 
audience and tin v ait suie to adopt 
such attitudes 

U/iaf IVoik /lau* women s oig.iii 


IS if/ons hull doing’’ Whot a/t the 
/mnf.if/ons-’ 

A Wonu m’v oigaiiisations are 
doing <i lot ot good woik III is taken 
soiiit umi bn aust wc did not have a 
n iiioin! lotus foi a long tune But 
till woik wi have bem doing does 
noi louth I vc'ii a fiaition of (he 
woinin 111 fins louniiv When news 
iiathcsusib t 1 (11 tain atiocity has 
takin plan sonuwhtrt we have ty 
iiuh to thi spot to in I stigiu Ihis 
is not ilw i\s possible lit t aust we do 
not havi siittii It 111 tuiuls Besidesot 
(oui t ihiit isi'i liosiilitv and the 
at np nh\ ot tin i'< 

() //oil iHioidnif \ou cJil the 
londiiion ot wonu 11 in tins lountrv 
he im/iioud'' 

\ I don I belli ve that a full 
otiiiion IS po ible in capitalist 

ioiiiii.il in II aie certain 

slun'ti 1 isuics that can be 

I ik , iialK III ihe Icg.il field 

111 . . I lots ol laws when discri 
iiun.ition against women ixists 

I iwsiuiiltobi icix.imined In oui 
I ntiv 1 w ail (1 issed but no* 

I Mini (I like f' ntidiiwivlaw It 
V t I bi nt tl It tit this law was pas 

I il lx IX vt ais igo but I do not 
thiiil 1 igli lompiamt his been 
itiiiM ii t* I iconiimic field IS 
moll iin|X)ii unU'ss women are 

II um im >' I i|ii il to nun, htik lan 
t)i ilui 'iiul lit couise, the iltitude 

III till (mvtinnunt has to change 

Q Hu vou think poJifit jSiif 70/1 ot 

til 7 ssi/t mil bt’/jV 

\ 1 It .t, It depends on what poll 
tiiis.ition nuans In a sense the 
vvomin s movement is political But 
III the stnse of politiial Parties, I 
think I will take the example of 
Baghpat What happened iii Baghpat 
was a seitous deiclittiiKi of dutv No 
member ot ihi tilling Paitv had 
visiitd Baghpat loi a long time 
People troni v.unms othi r political 
Panics went the it to find out what 
had happtnul Out countiv being a 
demoiiatic one ihi lo is a natuial 
leiuleni V on tlu pan ol thi vanous 
politic.il P.ii III s to i xploit till situa 
turn II the 1 uling Paitv docs nothing 
It will I,lie suit opposition In that 
sense n heionus a political issue 
Hut 1 pctsonallv think that all ditfe 
lint Panics should lome togethei 
and tlV to solvi thispioblim Weaie 
looking loi htoad cooperation 
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^Ordered 
■ intercourse 
with his mdtner 


The situation was classtc. A. man 
claimed he had lost oraamants 
worth Rs 6,000. Typically, he went to. 
the police and named a maidsmrant 
as the suspect Without much verifi¬ 
cation the police caught an aunt of 
the maidservant, Rukmini, and tried 
to make her “confess”. When she 
protested that she was innocent, she 
was beaten and tortured in an unim¬ 
aginable manner. A pencil was stuck 
up her vagina, and she aborted. And 
then, her I4-year-old son was 
ordered to have sexual intercourse 
with his mother! When he refused 
both mother and son were beaten 
even more. Most shocking was the 
fact that Rukmini’s principal tor- 
mentors M-ere two policevfonteni-. 
And despite'a thorough search of 
Rukmini’s house (her courtyard was 
dug up too) the missing ornpmenta. 
could not be found. The case would > 
have remained yet another footnotb 
in the overwhelming list of cases 
against the poor in general and. 
women in particular were it not for ■ 
the vigilance of a Hindi neWspader 
from Raipur, Nava Bharat 

UKMINI’S nightmare 
started on the night of 
19 June at the Nandini 
police station u) the 
Durg district of Madhya 
Pradesh, Nandini is a small indust* - 
rial town The two unifdrmed police¬ 
women in the station house officer’s / 
room that night were hellbent upon" 
forcing Rukniini, a 34-year-eld Oriya 
harijan woman from a nearbysluni' 
to confess that she had stolen gold 
ornaments woith Rs 6,000. Vfnen'^ 
Rukmini pleaded innocence, she 
was tortured. First she was slapped 
across the face by the lady Sub- ^ 
inspector. The lady constable struck 
her with the police baton and 
ordered her to remain standing on 
one foot. Then, she-was ordered to 
take off her blouse, petticoat and 
sari and the lady constable caned 
Rukmini’s behind. 

The harijan woman kdpt telling 
her interrogators that she was not a 
thief. This irked one of the pplice* v 
women who picked up a petku from - 
the SHO’s table and pushed it vio¬ 
lently into Rukmini’s vagina. Then., 
one of the policewomen struckRuk'" 
mini’s slightiv protruding beUSt fsh®"* 
was three months pregnant) with the*; 
baton and, according to- Rukiniftb'^ 
said “There is another devil gro^ 
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ing inside you. We will punish it 
too.” By now Rukmini was bleeding 
profusely; her vamna, back and face 
were red with blood. During the 
course of the ruthless beating, Ruk¬ 
mini suffered a miscarriage. For the 
policewomen this was not enough. 

When Rukmini asked for a glass 
of water, she was told to go to the 
lutrine and “drink her own urine”. 
When Rukmini went to the bath¬ 
room to relieve herself, she col¬ 
lapsed due to the pain and the loss of 
blood. She was dragged back to the 






Fiom left Jo right Treenath. Khiisro 
and Rukmini. In the foreground stand 
' two of Rukmini's chJdien 

SHO’s room. This time her 14-year- 
old soh Treenath, who had been 
asked to wait in another room while 
his mother was being interrogated, 
was called in. He saw his mother, 
totally nude. Then, he was ordered 
to mount bis mother and commit 
sexual intercourse. Shocked, 
TreenaHi refused to deal this sav¬ 
age, humiliating blow to the poor 
woman who had given birth to him. 
Treenath’s refusal sparked off 
another bout of beating; both 
mother and son were repeatedly 
struck with batons. 

“!■- don’t; remember anything 
mbrei because I had probably 
fainted”, Rukmini said in broken 
Hindi .when I met her on 8 July. 
“'Babu; I also lost my three-month- 
old baby. The pain and shock killed 
It la my stomach. My unborn child 
died at the police station,” she con¬ 
tinued, Her voice choked by the 
swelling tears. The wounds on her 
back and the deep bruises on her 
thighs were clearly visible and fes¬ 


tering. Pus had gathered in the 
wounds on her back and she could 
walk only with great difficulty. 
Treenath’s hands and legs were plas¬ 
tered with medicinal herbs. 

After the ruthless beating, Ruk¬ 
mini fainted at the police station. 
Her two interrogators, sub-inspector 
Mrs Edna Montis and lady constable 
Naseem Begum.who had used every 
conceivable means of torture to 
bring out the “truth” were finally 
convinced that Rukmini was inno¬ 
cent So were the station* house 
officer of Nandini police station, 
S.D.Bisne, head constable Ghulam 
Mohammed and constable Shiv 
Shankar who were present at the 
thana that fateful night. Next morn¬ 
ing, a bruised and battered Rukmini 
was ordered to return to her village, 
a mile or so away Rukmini who had 
been tortured and wrongfully de¬ 
tained, left quietly, without asking 
questions, because she was poor and 



Rvktnini’.s hack scats fi oiii a iiithlcss 
heating 


i^orant. Will anybody in the system 
eventually pay any penalty for tor¬ 
turing and humiliating a nobody? 

W HY was Rukmini brought to 
the Nandini police station ? 
What was her “crime”? The chain of 
events started when M L. Maity, a 
general foreman in Nandini mines 
run by the Bhilai Steel Plant, lodged 
a complaint at the Nandini police 
station on 19 June complaining of 
the theft of gold ornaments worth Rs 
6,000 According to the first informa¬ 
tion report, Mr Maity suspected 
Phtyilmati, his maid servant, and her 
minor daughter, Pushpa, of having 
stolen the ornaments. The SHO of 
Nandini police station, Mr S.D. 
Bisne, personally took up the case 
(number 72/80 under section 381 of 
the Indian Penal Code) for investiga¬ 
tion. Since the case required interro¬ 
gating a woman and her minor 
daughter, SHO Bisne requested the 
adjoining Bhilai kotwali for police¬ 
women. The two policewomen, sub* 


inspector Mrs Edna Montis and con¬ 
stable Naseem Begum arrived on the 
same and interrogated Phoolma* 
ti and Pushpa at the Nandini rest 
house. 

Both Pushpa and Phoolmati told 
this correspondent on July 9 that 
they were slapped by the police¬ 
women during the questioning. 11- 
year-old Pushpa said: “The police¬ 
women told me that if I didn’t name 
the thief, they would hang me from 
the ceiling fan”. According to the 
police, Pushpa said that the stolen 
ornaments were with her maternal 
uncle’s wife Rukmini. Pushpa later 
told this correspondent that she did 
not mention anybody’s name. 

I 

The two policewomen summoned 
Rukmini and her 14-year-old son to 
the thana for interrogation where 
third degree methods were used. But 
the exercise proved futile. Rukmi- 
nl’s small courtyard was also dug up 
but the ornaments were not reco¬ 
vered. When a seriously injured 
Rukmini returned home along with 
her son, her husband, Khusro was 
Intensely agitated. He set off for the 
police station ”to know the details”. 
There, Khusro alleges, he was 
beaten severely and detained for 
eight hours. When Khuiro’s sister, 
Apporva, went to the thana with her 
brother's meal she was also beaten 
up by a male constable. 

In spite of all this, the missing 
ornaments could not be recovered 
So Maity reportedly decided to take 
the law into his own hands. In Phool- 
mati’s words. "On the night of 22 
June, Many along with Dubey (gar¬ 
age supervisee at Nandini mines) 
and his other friends came to my 
house in a jeep. They picked me and 
my daughter up and took us to a 
shop selling country liquor. I was 
forced to drink liquor. Maity and his 
friends also drank. Then we were 
taken to Maity’s house and severely 
beaten up by Maity and his friends.” 

Neelamoni, Phoolmati’s husband, 
said that when he heard that his wife 
and daughter were being brutally 
assaulted at Maity’s residence, he 
rushed to the Nandini police sta¬ 
tion. “ But the SHO refused to accept 
my first information report. He 
however sent a constable to Maity’s 
house to bring my wife to the police 
station. While I waited at the thaaa 
Maity brought Phoolmati and Push¬ 
pa to the thana in his Jeep. Phoolma¬ 
ti was badly injure. Instead of 
enquiring how nw wife was in Mai¬ 
ty’s jeep, the SHO asked me and my 
wife to return home. Saheb, do you 
think they would have acted in this 
way if we were rich?” asked Neela¬ 
moni as we prepared to leave his 
village, Ahiwara. 

The officers’ colony at Nandini 
township is only a mile away from 
Ahiwara. M.L. Maity, general fore¬ 
man at Nandini mines is dark com- 


Diexioned add M mediium he^t. Ha 
13 a Bengali. When we met him for 
his version of the story, hit reply was 
ingenious, to say the least. "This is a 
.planned campaign against outsiders 
in Madhya Pradesh. 1 am a Bengali, 
so they want to throw me out on this 
retext Local Hindi newspapers 
ave painted ma as a villain.! have 
been described as a drunkard and a 
compulsive gambler and some peo¬ 
ple hinted that I lost my wife’s 
ornaments in a gambling spree. But 
the facts are different. 

“On 17 May, I accompanied my 
wife to Calcutta. I returned to Nan¬ 
dini on 26 May to resume duty. My 
wife had left her valuables in an 
almirah in our bedroom. On 2 June, 
when I got my salary, I opened the 
almirah to keep the money. I found 
that the ornaments were missing. I 
did not pay much attention to this as 
I thought that my wife may have 
hidden the gold ornaments some- 



Hjiii‘in fviHkcis iiuliiif! iir f/ic 
Ntiiuhni liwfsioni' qudrrv 


where else. I however asked her to 
return to Nandmi as soon as possi¬ 
ble. She reached Nandini on 18 
June. We were now sure that the 
ornaments had been stolen. I sus¬ 
pected Phoolmati, our maid servant 
and her 11-year-old daughter, Push¬ 
pa.* In the first information upon 
which we lodged with the police on 
19 June, I named Phoolmati and 
Pushpa as the suspects, as they were 
looking after the house during our 
absence 

“I did not beat up Phoolmati or 
Pushpa. These are concoctions. If 1 
had to beat them up, why would I 
lodge a complaint with the police? 
Tell me, if you lost your ornaments, 
wouldn’t you go to the police? What 
the police did to the suspects is not 
my business. I am the loser-1 have 
lost ornaments worth Rs 6,000 and 
people are also calling me a bully 
and a thief. Why should I be held 
responsible for the actions of the 
police?” 


Mtity's brasen-taced expUna-^', 
tions are suspect. ' 

ENSING the hostility of poKce-l 
men at Nandini police station, 
Khusro.Rukmini’s husband, sent a 
petition to the collector of Durg 
district, Mr Anand Kumar Bhatt on 
26 June, In his petition, he re¬ 
counted his harrowing tale and de¬ 
manded action against the thana 
oficials. No action was however 
taken against the policemen, who in 
fact came to Khusro's house again on 
28 June and demanded the stolen 
ornaments. However on 30 June, a 
copy of the petition reached Mr. G. 
L. Vora, the editor of Nava Bharat, a 
Hindi daily published from Raipur. 
Mr Vora took two days to confirm 
the report and after being convinced 
of the petition’s authenticity, the 
Nava Bharat published the story of 

J olice brutality in its edition dated 2 
uly. 

Its impact was immediate. The 
administration woke up. On 2 July 
itself, Mr B.K.Mukherjee, Old 
Raipur division, instructed Mr Ras- 
taria, the city superintendent of 

e olice, Bhilai, to conduct an enquiry. 
Ir Pastaria’s report confirmed the 
truth: harijan men, women and chil¬ 
dren had in fact been beaten up at 
the Nandini police station. The 
iCSP's report also noted that'Rukmi* 
'ni may have sufered an abortion due 
to the beating. 

On the basis of Mr Pastaria’s 
report, Mr Vohra, SP, Ourg district, 
immediately suspended S.D.Bisne, 
the lady sub-inspector, Mrs Edna 
Montis, and the lady constable, 
Naseem Begum On 3 July, a case 
(number 78/80) was registered 
aghinst Bisne and the two police¬ 
women under sections 330 and 342 
of the Indian Petial Code for tortur¬ 
ing the suspects during police inter¬ 
rogation and detaining them illegal¬ 
ly Mr S.D.Sharma, an inspector 
from Bhiiai kotwali was named as 
jhe investigating officer. Two days 
later on S July, a magisterial enquiry 
jwas instituted by the district magis- 
itrate, Durg. This enquiry into the, 
jshamefui episode at Nandini police' 
station will be carried out by Mr. 
jD.P.Gupta, the deputy collector of 
jDurg district. 

Inspector S.D.Sharma who is in¬ 
vestigating the charges has a diffi¬ 
cult task on his hands. Until 8 July, 
Mr Sharma had arrested ten persons 
connected with the case; S D Bisne, 
Ghulam Mohammed, constable Shiv 
Lakhan, Mrs Edna Montis, Naseem 
Begum, M.L.Maity, Ganp Rani and 
Dhiraj, two drivers working for the 
Bhilai Steel Plant, Shambhu Nath, a 
driver’s son, and Ashok Dubey, a. 
garage supervisor employed with 
Nandini mines. Ten persons were 
subsequently released on bail. 

S.N.M.ABDI 





^Terror at Banda 


' I THE Government that 
LL works” IS at its dubious 
^ best in Banda district of 
Uttar Pradesh where vil- 
I lage women were cri¬ 
minally assaulted and raped by 
armed miscreants on the night of 23 
June. But the local administration 
denies this and police shelter the 
gangs that operate near Karvi Kasba 
of Banda. In addition, the district 
administration has become so cal¬ 
lous that its officers do nothing 
about these terror stricken villagers 
The local dailies, Karmayug, Pra- 
kash and Madhyayug have pub¬ 
lished detailed accounts of villages 
raided by violent armed gangs but 
the administration has so far taken 
no steps to apprehend the rapists. 

On 23 June a gang raided the 
koiri villafse of Kolgadaiyya (Korin 
Purva) which is about five kms from 
Karvi and raped seven girls Shortly 
after dusk, wtien all nine families of 
this small village were preparing to 
got to sleep after a day’s hard work, 
the raiders, masquerading as a 
police party with a handcuffed man, 
approached their huts. They entered 
the house of one of the villagers, 
Jagannath, and announced, “You 
are in possession of stolen goods. We 
will search your houses.” Scared, the 
unwitting villagers agreed to the 
arch. After a few minutes all of 
em were forced to walk to Rasta 


with others he told this correspon¬ 
dent, “Police hamein majboor karti 
hai ki ham sabse kahen ki kuch nahi 
huya. Police ki pratidin ki puchtach 
say bam bahut dar gaye bain aur dar 
ke mare ham roz sham ko—din 
cbipnc sc pahle—apna purva chor 
kar pas ke shahar Karvi ya Siddha- 
pur gaon maw bhag jate ham. 
Hamara sab kuch lut gaya hai 
Bahen beti ki izzat lur gayi aur 
police bhi darati hai.” (The police 
force us to say that nothing has 
happened The police questioning 
forced us to go away to Karvi or 
Siddhapur before sundown We have 
been looted The women have been 
raped and the police scare us.) 
Strangely enough, though there are 
$even local MLAs and an MP, no one 
bothered to visit the area. 

Only three days later another 
gang with police protection struck at 
Gond village in Bharatkup which is 
famous for its stone-crushing mills. 
The bhil tnbal workers of the Ganga 
Stone Mill were fast asleep when 
terror struck. It was after midnight 
when twelve gangsters attacked the 
first dafayi (group of huts) They 
surrounded all the huts, dragged out 
the men and kept them at gunpoint. 
Their hands were tied and the raid¬ 
ers asked for Rs five each from 
everybody. Then the beating began 
The young bhil women were ordered 
to dance and some of them stripped 


naked. Meanwhile the miscreants 
chose three young beautiful women 
Prembai, Sonia and Chandrakali, 
and the bhil men stood helplessly as 
the women were raped repeatedly. 
Then the gangsters took away 
clothes and money from the labour¬ 
ers. Their wages are meagre enough. 

Aher looting the first dafayi the 
gangsters attacked the second as 
well. Here they raped about seven 
women and looted as well. However, 
they fled when several armed villa¬ 
gers from Gond started running to¬ 
wards the huts Early the next morn¬ 
ing the terror-stricken bhils’and 
their women fled and took shelter in 
nearby Bharatkup. The tribals tried 
to report the matter to Badausa 
thana, but the police did not take 
any action. Instead, four policemen 
went to Bharatkup and abused the 
bhils. According to one of the raped 
women, “Kya hua tha tumhare ^ar 
mein? Eisa mat kahana Kahana 
daku ja rabey they Jab unko tok 
diya to sirf mara. Koyi bhi aye to 
yahi kahana.” (Do not ask what 
happened in my hou.se? If you are 
asked say that while the dacoits 
were going they were abused. Tell 
this to whoever asks.) An old bhil 
told me, “Police ne kaha hai ki kuch 
bola to chori main band kar daing- 
ay.” (If you say anything we shall 
lock you up, said tne police.) 

The state government still insists 
that nothing happened at Gond vil¬ 
lage. But anybody who goes to meet 
the bhils can see terror and pain on 
their faces. 

UDAYAN SHARMA 


Pahadi, a place not very far from the 
village, where the young women and 
wls were separated. The men were 
beaten brutally and were forced to 
stay away, with two riflemen keep¬ 
ing watch. Jagannath suffered most. 
The gangsters chose his three daugh¬ 
ters and daughter-in-law along with 
four others, all of whom were raped 
Rajkishori, Jagannath’s youngest 
daughter, was raped by four persons 
and the terror continued until four 
in the morning. 

Later, the villagers were beaten 
up and before leaving Rasia Pahadi, 
one of the gangsters told them, “Re¬ 
port likhane kal thana ana, ” (Report 
the incident to the police station 
tomorrow). The next day, when the 
villagers went to Karvi thana, local 
police refused to bsten to their com¬ 
plaint and they had to return with¬ 
out any police help. Besides the 
policemen told them specifically 
that they were not suppo.sed to tell 
anybody about rape auu oeating by 


gangsters. 

Mr Ramnihore Rakesh was the 
first MP to visit Kolgadaiyya. When 
he visited the spot the koiris seemed 


very afraid of the police. One of 
them was weeping bitterly. Along 
•20 * 


"I wish she had died" 


O N the evening of Friday, 
'11 April two police con¬ 
stables—Kalpunde and 
Borekar came to collect 

..1 their weekly payoff 

from a woman named Gangubai who 
runs an illicit liquor joint in the 
slums of Tharbe, a stone’s throw 
from the Thane railway station. As 
usual, they were entertained with 
drinks on the house. After a few 
drinks, the policemen sought the 
company of Goshia, a pretty little 
girl, barely 15, who had come only 
recently from a remote village in 
Karnataka to live with her father 
and stepmother in a neighbouring 
hut There was nothing unusual ab¬ 
out the policemen’s request, 
although reportedly they normally 
relied on Gangubai and her 17-year- 
old daughter,Baby. Since Gashia’s 
arrival, however, the policemen had 
set theii eyes on her. Gangubai was 
ordered to fetch her. 

Goshia was alone in her hut, a 


dingy, stinking place with a rickety 
door barely four feet high and a roof 
with a yawning gap. Both her father, 
a meat seller, and her stepmother, a 
construction worker, were away on a 
trip to Andhen. Gangubai coaxed 
and cajoled her but Goshia refused- 

Gangubai left and some time la¬ 
ter her son Prakash accompanied by 
three plainclothesmen came to 
Goshia’s hut. They kicked open the 
rickety door and pounced upon the 
irl. Goshia was gagged to prevent 
er from screaming . At about the 
same time, the two police constables 
who had come to collect the payoff 
raided an adjoining hut where 
Goshia’s uncle lived. Pulling out a 
knife, they ordered him to move. 
“Just disappear and disappear fast”, 
they said. To make sure, they 
escorted him to a place some dis¬ 
tance away from the slum and left 
him there warning him not to return 
to his hut too soon. 

Prakash and the three plainc- 



lothesmen brought Goshia to a rice 
field some SO yards away from her 
hut. “They carried me like a corose. 
I was wearing a saJwar kameet.They 
stripped me. Then all four of them, 
in turn, raped and raped and raped 
me till I felt numb”, Goshia says 
They also threatened, that if she 
made any gadbad there would be 
more trouble for her. 

After raping her, they asked her 
to put on her clothes and pushed her 
arjainst the nm of a well before 
leaving the area. “I must have 
fainted. For when I came round it 
was dawn. Limping, I headed for my 
hut and collapsed as I reached the 
dour I was still unconscious when 
my mother returned around 8 30 in 
the morning She asked what had 
happened but did not wait for my 
answer. She knew. My clothes were 
stained with blood; deep scratches 
at the bottom. The evidence was 
glaring”, recalls the girl. Her step¬ 
mother was forced into silence by 
Gangubai who threatened to burn 
down her hut if she dared to make 
any noise. However, Goshia’s father 
who returned three days later was 
enraged when he was told what had 
happened He went immediately to a 
local social worker,Dwarkabai who 
took the girl to the Dahl Panther 
group and finally to a police station 
to lodge a complaint Reluctantly, 
the police registered the complaint 
and directed the girl to the Thane 
Hospital where the doctors too 
seemed equally indifferent 

“She is not a virgin. Neither is she 
bruised”, the doctors declared The 
Forum Against Rape~-a social 
organisation which had by then 
taken up the cause, were not satis¬ 
fied. “F.ven as late as on 29 April, we 
could see bruise marks on her but¬ 
tocks,” says Flavia d’Mello of the 
Forum. On 18 May, the Forum took 
out a rally to record its disapproval 
of the slipshod manner in which 
Goshia’s complaint was being tre¬ 
ated and to demand an investigation 
into the matter by higher author¬ 
ities. 

And Goshia^ Her life is in a mess. 
She is mortally afraid of Gangubai 
and wants to leave the slum area. 
But there IS nowhere she can go. No 
one is willing to marry her One 
youth had volunteered but he wants 
Rs 3,500 as the price for his magna¬ 
nimity, a price which Goshia's pa¬ 
rents can never pay. To her parents, 
Goshia has become a burden.“I don’t 
care what happens to her. Even if 
she dies I won’t bother so long as she 
is out of my sight", says Goshia’s 
father. Her stepmother constantly 
derides her for not being a virgin." I 
wish she had died the day they 
raped her”, she says of her young 
stepdaughter. 

OLGA TELUS 


The case for reform 

' ' •' I — " ■' . . . . 

T ”~ HE Mathura case has demonstrated how inadequate the lega 
definition of rape is. The Supreme Court held that it was no 
enough for a woman to prove that she has passively 
submitted to the act of sexual intercourse as lack of consen 

-1 meant something more than passive submission. In othei 

words, the woman would have to prove that the man put her in fear o 
death. Or hurt, and that it was such fear that caused her to consent. I 
however it was any other kind of fear, threat or exercise of undui 
influence that caused her to submit to the sexual act, she will fail ii 
proving lack of consent, and a man who obtains a woman’s “consent” ii 
such circumstances will not be convicted of rape. There is an obviou: 
need for law reform here. 

In almost evei^ rape trial the lawyer for the accused will attempt t< 
prove that the victim was a woman of “loose” morals. Quite apart fron 
the fact that a woman’s previous sexual history has no relevance to hei 
being raped, it is almost as if her past is used as an extenuating factor foi 
the act of rape. The humiliation of having to be subjected to cross 
examination about one’s sexual past, is one of the factors that prevent: 
women from reciting rape and prosecuting the rapist. The law mus 
therefore provide that it shall be illegal at a rape trial to go into i 
woman’s sexual past. The prejudice against premarital sex is, in an] 
event, so great, that if evidence of a woman’s sexual experience i: 
discussed, it is presumed that she must have consented to sexua 
intercourse. And this is a great injustice done to woman. 

To avoid adverse social comment and encourage women to repor 
cases of rape, it must be made illegjal to publish the name of the rapt 
victim or any information likely to identity her The definition of rapt 
must clarify that it is possible for rape to take place without any externa, 
violence. Tne Mathura case has illustrated that the fact that there were 
no marks of resistance on her body led to the inference that she did not 
resist. 

The law does not recognise marital rape for it presumes that a womar 
gives herself body and mind to the man she marries. Implicit m this 
presumption is the fact that a man has the right to sexual intercourse 
with his wife, with or without her consent. The presumption is baseless 
particularly in Indian conditions where marriages are arranged for young 
girls, without their consent, by their parents. Countless women become 
victims of sexual assault by their husbands and the law gives them nc 
protection. The law must be changed to make such sexual assaults, rape. 
It is also necessary to amend the divorce laws and provide that 
compelling a wife to submit to sexual intercourse will be a ground fot 
divorce 

The law relating to rape has remained static for over 100 years. Its 
functioning has shown that it does not protect women and is often biased 
in favour of men. Recognising this, the Lawyers’ Collective, a Bombay- 
based group of lawyers and law students, has made the following 
demands for changes within the law- 

• The definition for rape must clarify that consent given on an 
apprehension of fear of death or hurt is no consent. 

• Corisent under undue influence or coercion must be no consent. 

• If the person alleged to have committed rape is a police functionary, 
once It is established that sexual intercourse took place in a station with a 

C oliceman on duty, the burden of proving that the woman consented will 
e on the accused, i. e. the policeman;(The amendment is being suggested 
because of the many shocking rape cases by the police that have come to 
light in recent times, such as the case of Rameeza Bee in Hyderabad, 
Mathura in Maharashtra, and of women in UP, Bihar.MP, Karnataka etc ^ 
• When a woman reports a rape to a police station, she must be 
questioned by a woman police officer. 

•The definition of rape must make it clear that the crime can take place 
without overt violence, or when the man does not care whether the 
woman consented or not. 

• Once the woman has reported rape, it must be illegal to publish her 
name or give any information that is likely to identify her 
• The woman should not be questioned in court about hei sexual 
reputation or sexual experience with men other than the accused, nor 
may the accused man give evidence about this 

INDU JAYSING 
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^Rape and the laws 
■ of Manu 


WHEN half of India 
comprises women why 
are they so helpless?” 
shouted 800 women as 
they marched through 
the crowded streets of Chandni 
Chowk, Delhi on International 
Women's Day. Seventy years ago 
when Clara Zetkin declared 8 March 
as Women’s Day all over the world 
she could not have visualised such 
fury. Women of all age-groups and 
social circles had got together under 
one banner. As they marched past, 
people in the bylane.s looked on in 
amazement. Some giggled and pas¬ 
sed remarks: others were moved and 
joined the protest. 

The protest march, though de¬ 
manding a review of the now-^mous 
Mathura rape case, was more an 
angry reaction against the increas¬ 
ing number of atrocitiei on women. 
Mathura's case, they shouted, was 
symbolic of the apathy of the pow- 
ers-that-be. The criminal and legal 
system was time-consuming, compli¬ 
cated and heavily bta.sed in favour of, 
the accused. 

The protest march, though de¬ 
manding a review of the now-^mous 
Mathura rape case, was more an 
angry reaction against the increas¬ 
ing number of atrocities on women 
Mathura’s case, they shouted, was 
symbolic of the apathy of the pow- 
ers-that-be. The criminal and legal 
system was time-consuming, compli¬ 
cated and heavily biased in favour of 
the accused. 

In 1978, Ganga, a 70-year old 
widow was taped and strangled to 
death by a .^S-year-old married man. 
The accused was awarded three 
years rigorous imprisonment foi 
rape ancT three years for culpable 
homicide. Hansa, a young housewife 
from Jamnagar, was burnt to death 
while she was asleep in her mother- 
in-law’s house In her dying state¬ 
ment Hansa said that her mother-in- 
law had burnt her because relations 
between them had been strained 
since her marriage. She was asked 
whether she actually saw Tiei 
mother in-law pour kerosene over 
her. She said that she did not as she 
was asleep The Supreme Court gave 
the benefit of doubt to the accused 
and acquitted her Kalawati was 
beaten up on the very first night of 
her marriage because she had not 
brought a motorcycle, as dowry She 
was denied food and ill treated by 
her ifi-law's VVben her father went to 
see t|or one day, he tound her locked 




At I he /wolc-sf i.ills agaiiisf i apt- 

up in a room, bleeding and hungry, 
She begged her father to take tier 
away so he brought her home One 
year later Kalawati’s husband came 
to see her He apologised, promised 
to treat her well and took her with 
him A month and a half later he 
informed Kalawati’s father that she 
had died of snake bite. Two years 
later, m 1978, the husband was ac¬ 
quitted for lack of evidence. 

Rape, molestation and wife¬ 
burning are all crimes committed by 
men, or with the connivance of men. 
Ironically, men themselves sit in 
judgement over the perpetrators of 
these crimes. Even if they suffer 
atrocities, it is the women who are 
always put to shame; If a woman is 
burnt there must have been ’some¬ 
thing wrong’ with her; if a girl is 
molested it must have been due to 
her ‘sexy dress’ or ‘immodest be¬ 
haviour’, if she is raped she must 
have been a woman of ‘loose morals’. 
The rape victim’.s past is probed. If 
sbe IS not a virgin, rape is not the 
word, It was a peaceful ‘affair’. 

‘‘We jirobe the past history of a 
girllallegedly) raped”, said a senior 
member of the judiciary“because if 
she has had a past affair then the 


possibility of her having given con¬ 
sent is greater.” It did not strike the 
honourable gentleman that there is 
a greater possibility of a man having 
had a past affair. If a man is a 
compulsive womaniser there is a 
greater possibility of his being a 
rapist too. But men do not accept 
that. The fault is always the 
woman’s. And if a man rapes her, it 
is she who has to live through the 
stigma. In 1979,13-year-old Poonam 
of Karol Bagh committed suicide 
because she had been rap^d and 
could not bear the shame any more. 
In April 1980 a young man killed 
himself because his wife had been 
raped and he could not face the 
world. 

A raped woman becomes an out¬ 
cast. On many occasions the raped or 
abducted woman is rejected by her 
own family and left to the mercy of 
pimps and prostitutes. The only 
alternative for her is to hush up 
everything, not talk about it “lest 
her family be put to shame!” 

Indian social history provides no 
statistics on rape or allied forms of 
violence on woman Even the oft- 
quoted Susan Brownmiller, author 
of Against Our Will, is silent on rape 
in India. In the Indian ethos rape i» 
not rape; it is a form of marriage. Of 
the eight forms of marriage 
approved in the Grhyasiuras, Rak- 
shas is a form of marriage in which 
the bride is taken away by force, 
generally causing physical harm or 
even death to her guardians Paisavb 
is marriage by rape. Though such 
forms of marriage were said to be 
contracted among the lower castes, 
the ‘books’ did not condemn them 
Little wonder that men in responsi¬ 
ble positions in this country have the 
temerity to say“to rape is human”. 

Indian culture has relegated 
women to the most subservient posi¬ 
tion in society According to the 
traditional philosophy, while a man 
marries, a woman is merely taken in 
marriage. The Dharamsutras say 
that of the three major debts that a 
man owes his ancestors begetting a 
son is one. By the law of Manu, of the 
ten sacraments associated with re¬ 
generation marriage is the only one 
allowed to ‘women and sudras’. The 
famed law giver goes on to say that a 
man may deprive his wife' of all 
enjoyment and comfort and make 
her live on bare necessities as a 
penalty for ill-temper and miscon¬ 
duct. A man could even desert his 
wife if she failed to produce sons, if 
she was barren or if all her children 
died within IS years of her marriage. 
As far as a woman is concerned she 
must serve her husband. Thi.s crude 
logic of the owner and the owned is 
responsible for the total subjugation 
of women. It manifests itself in the 
silence with which women take their 
own victimisation, in the a^essive- 

«l 


ness with which men assault them 
and transfer the shame and guilt to 

' them with complete impunity. 

Violence is an act of intimidation 
to keep women indoors, unseen and 
unheard, alw^s at the mercy of 
men. Article f9(l) of the Constitu¬ 
tion which assures all citizens of 
“the right to move freely throughout 
the territory of India” is evidently 
for. men only. Section 509 IPC pre¬ 
scribes imprisonment of up to one 
year for anyone who “says or utters 
anything which offends the modesty 
of a woman.” In actual practice no 
effective punishment is given to a 
person who is accused of harassing 
or molesting a woman. In Delhi the 
culprit is booked under the Delhi 
Police Act for apprehension of 
breach of peace and let off with a 
minor fine of Rs 10,20 or at the most 
50 

Since there is no effective punish¬ 
ment which can be a deterrent, 
crime on women is ever on the 
increase. In 1978 April, a special 
squad was supposedly created to 
deal with complaints of harassment 
and molestation of women. Appa¬ 
rently, it never got off the ground; it 
was not publicised and nobody 
knows if it exists. How serious the 
authorities are about stopping vio¬ 
lence on women would seem clear. 
The number of dowry deaths and 
incidents of wife-burning in Delhi 
alone is alarming—they occur at an 
average of one death per day 

Though the evil custom of sati 
was decTaied illegal as far back as 
1829, cases of it are still found In 
February 1980 Sugan Kanwar of 
Neemdi Kothariya, in Nagpur dis¬ 
trict burnt herself on the funeral 
pyre of her husband while the entire 
village watched and swung in ec¬ 
stasy to the chanting of mantras; 
Saraswati Devi of Shahapur district 
burnt herself with her dead husband 
while the priests read from the holy 
books. Even if these were isolated 
cases—which they are not—how 
many of us have expressed a sense of 
outrage? Even the government offi- 
cials,>irom the Governor downwards, 
treated the incidents with callous 
indifference. 

India has u woman Prime Minis¬ 
ter who is aware of the problem.H of 
her sex. On 26 April while inaugurat¬ 
ing the SarojinI Hou.se for the All 
India Women’s Conference .she said: 
“...in my concern for the underpri¬ 
vileged how cun I ignore women 
who, since the beginning of history 
have been dominated and discrimin¬ 
ated against?” Wili she provide the 
much-needed solution to women's 
suffering? Women seek no charity. 
Dignity and equality are their birth¬ 
rights. If they are denied them, they 
will fight. 

8HUBA0HRA BUTALIA 


Wife beating: ( 

violence in the ■ 

middle-class family 


A * wailing. A quiet moan¬ 
ing. Through the closed 
door I can hear the si¬ 
lent cry of a woman who 

.- . . IS being beaten. It is a 

comparatively affluent family. 

Wife beating is probably one of 
the most accepted crimes committed 
against women. We all know that it 
exists in the slums and the working 
class. But slowly now we are begin¬ 
ning to realise to what extent it also 
exists in middle class and rich fami¬ 
lies. Behind the closed doors of the 
middle class household a woman 
writes: “Many are the times I 
attended parties, or entertained at 
home after a good thrashing, dres¬ 
sed in fine silks, with a nicely made- 
up'face...A battered woman is like a 
rape victim, accused often of being 
the cuipiit rather than being sym¬ 
pathised with as a victim of circums¬ 
tances beyond her control. So the 
middle class values had to be kept 
up and the facade of marriage re- 
itained at al! costs.” 

Violence in (he family exists gen¬ 
erally in a situation where the 
woman is totally dependent on the 
person who harms her. Econoniical- 
ly, emotionally, for shelter, for food, 
fur everything. It is a situation in 
which the woman, and often the 
children too, live in fear and terror 
every day of theii lives. “Today, will 
he beat me/her?" 

Neighbours, family, rarely help 
“It is up to a woman to make or 
break a nome,” one woman was told. 
She had got beaten for asking for 
money to buy the children’s milk 
and was complaining to a friend. 
“Why do you provoke him?’’ another 
said. “After all it’s a family matter.” 
And so it goes on. The effect is that 
p.sychoiogically the woman keeps 
herself totally isolated from the 
other women in her ambit. At best e 
few may listen patiently—usually 
they will make the victim feel it is 
her fault. 

She could go to the police and 
lodge a complaint. Sometimes the 
.police say, forget it, it's a family 
matter. Sometimes, if the beatings 
have been severe enough to break 
some bones (and this happens; a 
friend of*ours has had hpr hand 
fractured, and twice had to have 
stitches), the police will accept a 
complaint. But then what? A wpman 


has to go back to the same place, her 
home, with a cruel husband in it, and 
if the man knows that a complaint 
has been made he may get even 
more violent. Then there are the 
children, who may become a hus¬ 
band’s target if the mother protests 
too much. And women would rathef 
accept cruelty against themselves 
than see it perpetrated on their 
children. 

Most women remain quiet about 
the battering which they receive. 
Some feel embarrassed. Another 
said, “I never believed it could have 
happened to me.” For another, the 
shame that she had not spoken ab¬ 
out It for two years made her reluc¬ 
tant to talk about the beating: “In 
my own eyes I wondered what sort of 
woman was I to have stood for such 
an action.” Said another, “1 felt 
helpless. There was just nothing 1 
could do ” 

Why do these women accept? 
Often because there i.s little alterna¬ 
tive. For a woman today to get a 
house .alone is problem enough; to 
earn and support her family is even 
more difficult. Interestingly enough, 
more women from the poorer section 
walk out leaving their husbands 
over the issue of wife heating. The 
middle class woman, inhibited by 
values, by the fact that her .social 
level may drop, i.s inclined to stay. 

The life of a beaten woman: iso¬ 
lated, in constant fear; so far this has 
been an unspoken problem, hidden 
behind shame and embarrassment. 
A problem for which there is as yet 
no solution; no place for the woman 
to go to, no understanding, no legal 
support. It is about time that illu¬ 
sions are shattered, and the truth of 
the pain and humiliation felt behind 
the closed doors becomes known. 

MIRA SAVARA 


Soma women are taking up a 
atudy on wife-beating. If you are a '• 
victim, or know of someone who 
is—wrife in your experiences so that 
the truth can get known. One 
woman’s story ’'Violence in the funti- 
ly--e woman cries out in Agony" Is 
uvailable for Rs.l.S0 from reminist 
Hvsource Centre, U Carol Mansion, 
.15, Sitladevi Temple Road, Bombay 
400016 
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punjob notionQl bonk 

(A Govtrnffltnt of Indio Undortafcing) 
...tin nmmt you eon BANK ufton / 


With my growing expenses, 

I was finding it difficult to 
make both ends meet. So, I 
deposited my bonus in PNB's 
Special Fixed Deposit. 

Now I get a regular amount 
as interest every month. With 
this amount I am able to pay 
for a few things I need. 

Rs. 30,000 deposited for 
63 months will fetch the 
depositor Rs. 247.92 every 
month as interest. The 
principal remains intact. 

You can deposit a minimum 
of Rs. 500/- 

Interest for 12/36 months 
deposit 7% p.a. 

interest for 39/60 months 
deposit 8.5% P a 
Interest for 63/120 months 
deposit 10% p.a. 


PNB 

has shown me 

how to eairh 
extra income 
I every month 





The lies about rape 


A report in The Statesman (S July 
1980) “Bhopal; July 3: A senes of 
rapes, no less than 20 in the past few 
months, has rocked Raipur, but 
police sources are maintaining that 
most of them concern ‘women of 
loose charai ter' ” 

A young businessman, swilling whis¬ 
ky, quoted commenting on the 
Matluiia tape case “Nonsense, that 
girl had lost her virginity long be¬ 
fore the policeman is supposed to 
have done it " (New Delhi, 12 May 
1980) 


Rape IS an exceptional crime, a 
pioduct of a sick and perveited 
mind 'Normal' men do not rape 
women 


Rape IS often considered to be a 
phenomenon which is unconnected 
to (male) society’s ideas about, and 
attitudes to, women The truth is 
that evetcasmg and rape are two 
manifestations of the same attitude, 
which IS one of contempt towards 
women, an attitude which treats 
women as obiects “up for grabs”. If 



I HERE are many male- 
inspired myths about 
rape These misconcep¬ 
tions disguise the fact 

_I that tape is essentially 

an exercise in power, an act of 
hostility and contempt perpetrated 
on those who cannot retaliate. The 
crime is a product of the power and 
property relations that govern socie¬ 
ty Rape itself, or the threat of rape 
IS sufficient to keep women in a 
state of permanent subiectiun; as 
Susan Brownmiller in Against Our 
Will puts It “To simply learn the 
word rape is to take instruction in 
the power relationship between men 
and women.” Thus social condition¬ 
ing, pressures towards feminity and 
passivity, and the glorification of 
“aggression” by men, all contribute 
to making women potential rape 
victims. Whenever women have re¬ 
sisted sexual violence, or “stepped 
out of line” in. their personal lives, 
they have forfeited all sympathy. 
These are some of the common 
myths about rape: 


all rapists are seen as perverts, then 
whole armies could be called per¬ 
verted, for wars have invariably wit¬ 
nessed mass rapes. Examples are 
legion’ Bangladesh, Vietnam, the 
two world wars During riots, your 
ordinary individual indulges in rape 
‘Normal’ men do rape, if the cii- 
cumstance is appropriate for one 
more a.s.sault on a woman’s dignity 


Women like being raped No woman 
can he raped against her will 

Taken to its logical extreme, this 
attitude implies that because a 
woman did not struggle, she liked it. 
The attitude discounts any possibil¬ 
ity that the victim might have been 
prevented from resisting by several 
factors (the threat of murder, or if 
the aggressor is a figure of author¬ 
ity). This blithe assumption reflects 
the common view of the sex act as a 
pleasurable assault by the strong on 
the weak. What should be spon- 
tanpous and mutual is, thanks to the 
myth of the “heroic rapist”, uncon¬ 


sciously Seen as an act of ,>{^ression 
and appropriation. Pornography, 
and some films and advertisements i 
all contribute to the image of the 
he-man, taking what he wants, in 
between encounters with baddies. 
Women are always raped against 
their will, and are physically unable 
to fight off the rapist. 

Women ask for it when they tempt 
men. 

This “temptation” is allegedly 
provided when women dress pro¬ 
vocatively or make advances to men. 
So the penalty: molestation or rajpe. 
By this criterion, can it be said that 
an attractively dressed male is invit¬ 
ing sexual assault from women? The 
image of woman as temptress is a 
convenient excuse for male aggres¬ 
sion. Newspaper reports uncon¬ 
sciously reflect this attitude when 
they describe in intimate detail the 
rapes of “young and pretty women”. 
In reality, the rapist is no respecter 
of age or looks, and very often, there 
IS no other provocation for the crime 
except that the woman is a woman. 
Susan Brownmiller in Against Our 
Will, page 83, cites the instance of a 
middleaged widow in Bangladesh 
who remained home in Dacca in 
1971, thinking she was too old to 
attract attention; she was raped by 
three men, two soldiers and a civi¬ 
lian. 

Rape IS always committed by a 
stranger in a dark alley or deserted 
field 


Perhaps, in many cases. But there 
IS much evidence to show that the 
rapist may be no stranger to his 
victim, and the offence could just as 
easily occur in a familiar setting— 
colleges, offices, even homes. The 
aggressor could even be a boyfriend, 
or fiahee. He could be an employer, 
or landlord, who wields power; a 
neighbour or a member of the fami¬ 
ly—why even a husband (although 
marital rape is not considered an 
offence under the Indian law). 

Rape leaves marks^bruises, bleed¬ 
ing, torn clothing. 

This misconception .IS responsible 
for the fact that a great many rapes 
go unreported The victim, knowing 
she displays little visible evidence, 
and afraid of being disbelieved, does 
not volunteer information. For it is a 
fact that rape may leave little or no 
physical marks. Sadly, the law too 
reflects this attitude when great 
rehanc'e is placed on medical corro¬ 
boration, which may not always be 
conclusive, particularly in the case 
of a non-virgin or if the victim did 
not struggle. The victim is thus trap-^ 
ped between further injury and so¬ 
cial and moral censure. 

DAYITA BERA DUTTA* 







Are workers 
getting 

selfish? 

By GEORGE FERNANDES 

0 ] N May Day, 1980, I was in Kota with the 
railwaymen. The evening rally was well 
attended, though it lacked enthusiasm One 
has been seeing this gradual waning of 
interest in May Day among our workers. 
Trade unionism is drifting away from the pioneering 
adventure of yesteryears with its uime and sweat and 
blood to a more relaxed bread-and-butter business Only 
a day before May Day, I had read an interesting article 
by Radha Iyer in the Business Standard on this 
cnanging face of the trade unions. Ms. Iyer, after a close 
observation of the new mood and style of the trade 
unions (in Bombay city ?), sums up the situation most 
appropriately when she says: 

‘‘Gone are the days when a fight for workers was 
equivalent to a fight for human values. . The concept 
of unions as champions of workers (has given) way to 
the concept of unions as service agencies.” 

May Day in Kota again brought me face to face with 
this changed situation. A little before midnight, I drove 
outside l^ta town to address my last meeting of May 
Day, It was organised by a union of workers of a 
chemicals and fertiliser complex belonging to a well- 
known private sector group based in Delhi. The workers 
of this complex have been agitating for several months 
with dharnas, hunger strikes and other forms of harm¬ 
less (to the employers) protest action. In the 45° heat of 
Rajasthan, the workers have been squatting, in turn, 
outside the company’s main gate and raising full- 
throated slogans at regular intervals while one of them 
takes turn to observe a 24 hour fast. 

The management, of course, has not taken kindly to 
even such a protest which does not affect production, or 
otherwise disrupt the smooth functioning of the estab¬ 
lishment. Perhaps to provoke the workers into taking to 
a less non-violent form of protest, they have declared a 
lock-out in one of the departments, throwing out of 
employment about 150 workers, and have hired contract 
labour to work in their place. 

With the workers of the second shift coming out 
shortly after midnight, our meeting began with the 
union secretary's exhortation to the workers to keep the 
struggle going. Then, for my benefit, he listed two 
important demands on which they were agitating. First, 
the workers wanted a share in the R$. 14.50 crares of 
profit the company had made for the year The company 
had paid 20% bonus to the workers but it had also made 
some additional ad hoc payments to certain categories 
of staff. Second, the workers wanted uniforms made 
from terrycot cloth. 

Trade union demands-wise, both these are fair and 
legitimate demands. The company has made colossal 
profits and there is no earthlv reason why the workers 
should not get a substantial snare of these profits And 
why should not workers have uniforms made from 
terrycot? It is fashionable to wear clothes made from 
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terrycot. Besides, they drape better and have other 
qualities which, according to the copywriters of the 
advertising agencies, plain cotton fabrics do not possess. 
(It IS another matter mat the copywriters can give you a 
hundred reasons why plain cotton fabrics are superior— 
but we are not here discussing advertising techniques). 
The workers, like other consumers, believe that terrycot 
will make them look smart and bright, and also attrac¬ 
tive to girls, and would like the employer to gi\?e them 
uniforms made from terrycot. 

I told the workers that I supported their demands 
since they had made them ana were engaged in a 
Struggle to secure them. Then I went on to ask them if 
they had examined every aspect of these two demands, 
more particularly in the context of the wokers’ place in 
society. 

The fertiliser company making a profit of Rs.14.50 
crores could mean many things. It could mean that the 
company was not ploughing back its profits into more 
investment; was not spending on research and develop¬ 
ment; and, worst of all, overpricing its product. Where 
fertilisers are concerned, it was me nation’s farmers 
who were being fleeced in the first place, but in the 
ultimate analysis, it was the ordinary citizen, the poor 
consumer. Had the workers ever concerned themselves 
with raising a demand that the costing of the company’s 
product should be such that there was no scope for 
overpricing? 

As Minister of Industry, once I had visited a large 
factory in the automotive sector. The workers, young 
and enthusiastic, had given me a rousing welcome as I 
briskly walked from one shop to another. At the end of 
the brief tour of the factory, the leaders of the workers 
met me in a group. Any problems? I asked them. No, 
they had no problems. Their wages were good, their 
service conditions were not so bad. Their management 
was enlightened. But, would the Minister of Industry 
help them with one small matter? They were getting 
only 20% bonus. If the upper ceiling was removed, they 
cotild ask for and. perhaps, get a much larger bonus. I 


management or government to reduce the prices of the 
vehicles so that excessive profit-making by tne manufac¬ 
turers was prevented. No, the thought had not struck 
them. 

And so with the workers in Kota. Was it their union's 


worked in? Was it their concern if the company indulged 
in,the loot of the consumers? Or, were the workers to be 
concerned with only demanding a share of the loot? 
So with the demand for ten^of uniforma. Taskid the 




workers if they were aware that there were ten million 
handloom weavers in the country, ot whom S million 
were almost wholly lobless while the lemaming ne\ei 
had a full year’s work’ Weie they aware that as Ministt i 
of Industry, 1 had formulated a textile polu\ ihat called 
for freezing the existing loomage in the oiganisid mills 
sector and expansion of the handloom sector-' Were the 
awaie that when this handloom sector expanded incom 
es got a little more evenly spread, prov iding to the rural 
poor purchasing power the\ have not had in a long time' 
This would in turn, enable in stimulating the tiuiit 
rural economv and to a certain extern help in tackhii^ 
the pioblem ot unemployment Had they ever aiiplicd 
their minds to this matter-’ 

Imie was when one of the more important di mands 
voiced by the workers was jobs for the unemploved oi 
unemployment allowance No Mav l>av maniltsto ol the 
workers could be dratted without enumerating tins a 
perhaps, the most important demand of the woiking 
rldss 4t that time the number of unemjdovcd in ilu 
country was less than ten million lodav there aic ovci 
fifty million unemployed in India Yet the woi king c lass 
does not want to be leminded ol the pi obit m of 
unemployment 

One can take the view that ilie woiktis ju noi 
tt sponsible foi creating emplovmeni Of co’iist thc\ 
aie nor The question is do thev have a durv lu the 
unemployed-’ 

I am aware of the arguments advanetd b\ some ol oiii 
more leftist eolleagues that all this talk ot handlooms 
and handierafts being the wav to cieaic )obs and deal 
with unemployment is not a seitntitie wav ot going 
about things Many of them have engaged themselves in 
sharp arguments with me on this issue when as Ministei 
of Industiv 1 was trying to promote the rural and 
cottage industiv oriented programmes What all of them 
tend to toigei s that it is the laboui displacemem hv 
machines that is one of the principal causes of ui < m 
ployment in the ruial areas The Bata machines have 
taken over tiom our 3 “5 million cobblers Ihc Riila 
Aluminium and the plastic industiv have taken ovti 
from our ^ million pottcis 

When some vears ago the I ife Insur ince CoipoiatK n 
of India decided lo introduce automation we mobilise d 
the enure trade union movement to tight against tin 
installation of a computer that was going to displace a 
thousand persons, though the L I C had sworn that not 
one lob would bo lost iwo vears ago the Idixo 
Laboratory employees in Bombay eairied on an agita 
non against the installation of a compuier in the ii oiliet 
and fought to save a few hundred jobs In the mints of 
Dalh Kajhara in Madhya Pradesh, some 1‘s 000 workt is 
are currently engaged in a struggle to prevent inethan 
isation of the open cast mines which would take awav 
half of their jobs Yet, we ate not moved when we look at 
the fate of some tweniv million craftsmen and artisans 
of our country, most of whom have been lendtretl 
unemployed by the machines that invaded their lives 
and snatched away their mbs during the last five 
decades 

I have posed these questions over the years, and have 
not been particularly loved for posing them by some ot 
my own tribe—both the revolutionary and the pseudo 
revolutionary types But the trade unions cannot any 
longer afford to ignore them The unemployed in this 
country are not going to be forever shut into silence Nor 
can the workers hope to survive as very junior partners 
of a system that is impoverishing our countryside, our 
craftsmen and our rural people The organised tiade 
union movement of the workers must necessarily now 
move m the direction of making common cause with the 
unemployed in tha urban, and, more particularly, in the 
rural areasnd together with the craftsmen and artisans, 
they should launch a new movement that will take our 
country one step forward in its search for an egalitarian 
order.. 
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Here’S 

Amul Milk 

for your 
fomijy 



Put 21 heaped tablespoons ol Amul Milk Powder into a 
j litre tumbler Stir inio a smooth pasta with a little 
warm water Add hot water up to top and stir Milk is 
now ready for drinking Good for use in tea and coffee, 
and for making curds and desserts Makes you thankful 
for Its convenience Guaranteed pure 


Atnul 

MILK POWDER 
It's like having 
Q dairy in 
your home 



Marketed by 

Ouiarat Co operative Milk Maiketing 
Federation Ltd Anand 



THE WORLD 

What a match! 



Hioni Roifi 


Once upon a timf 
there was a kins He held 
court several times a 
year and dispensed pun 
ishinent to those who 
could not plav his game 
His chariots were jet 
planes and his favourite 
weapon was his Donnay 
tennis racquet His cour 
tiers were millions of ten 
Ills fans the world over 
But the king was lonely 
He searched high and he 
searched low till he 
found a princess That 
was in Wimbledon quite 
some time ago And then 
after his fifth coionation 
on the Centre Court the 


king decided to get rnar 
ried 

And a grand wedding 
It was—fit for the royal 
couple A 7,000 dollar 
wedding gown was 
ordered In the privacy of 
a London hotel room, far 
from prying public eyes 
the bride had a formal 
fitting in preparation for 
the Sylvan lakeside wed 
ding, 4S miles from 
Bucharest We hope, like 
all those tairy stones of 
kings and queens tennis 
King Bimn Borg and his 
Queen M a ria n a 
Simionescu will live hap 
pilv ever after 


A violent anniversary 


It happened in June 
197() in the African town 
ship of Soweto near 
Johannesbuig Ihc dis 
tiiili.inces started when 
neailv 10,000 schoolthil 
dren piolested against 
the order of teaihing of 
Bantu and I nglish simul 
taneoiislv in sthools 
Ihty dashed with the 
poluc and although the 
Older was later lescinded 
thi violence continued 
Ihcie was daily noting 
in tiu small town and 
public huilditigs, mostly 
schools, wen burnt and 
desttoyed Imiiytaisaf 
ter the Sowito riots, in 
1980, the mood ot the 
South Aft Ran youngsters 
have not h.inpcd to 
wards the police In the 



South Afrit an youngsters 


photograph above they 
taunt the police during 
disorderly galheiings 

Stage flight 



When shall we meet 


again’” ask the witches 
in Shakespeare’s Mac 


beth Well, they did not 
have to wait long as far 
as one of the most 


s t lunt policemen 

which marked the 
anniversary of the riots 
in lune 


favourite actors of the 
feritish stage was con 
cerned Peter O’Toole is 
soon going to return to 
the Old Vic in London to 
star in film director 
Bryan Forbes’s produc¬ 
tion of Macbeth After 
the deserts of Sahara 
(Lawrence of Atabia) or 
the dreary school build¬ 
ings of Goodbye Mr 
Chips let’s hope the 
ambitious Peter O’Toole 
will gladden the hearts of 
Londoners after his re¬ 
turn to his first love 



ALiiiaiia Simioiit stii 


The house 
that Stan 
built 

(hevening House 
whii h once belonged to 
I ord Stanhope is free 
and in want of residents 
lord Stanhope left his 
house close to Seve 
noaks, Kent when he 
died m 1967 but made a 
condition The condition 
mentioned in his will and 
later made into a special 
Act of Parliament stated 
that the house could only 
be made available to the 
Prime Minister, mem 
bers of the cabinet or 
direct descendents of 
King Geoige VI So 
according to the law, the 
17th century house was 
given on lease to Prince 
Charles some years ago 
and he still holds the 
lease on it And since 
Prince Charles stays with 
his mother, the house is 
free No one of the exclu 
sive group of people 
want to live in it Under 
the Chevening Estate 
Act, the refusal by the 
exclusive people will 
make it eligible for the 
Canadian High Commis¬ 
sioner in Britain or the 
United States Ambassa¬ 
dor If neither take it up 
the estate will be handed 
over to the National 
Trust. 


'ja 







And then 
the Lord 
rested 

Lord Killdnin, the Ir 
ish peer and president of 
the International Olym 
pit Committee will end 
his presidential term at 
the end of the Moscow 
I Games The one to be 
I chosen was 60 year old 
luan Antonio Samaranch 
of Spain who won by a 
deal majority on the 
first ballot of the Interna 
I tional Olympic Commit 
I tec election Theie were 
I four other candidate s but 
I not one v\a. popular 
enough as Mr Samar 
I anch 


The risin* angel 



Ihe lady above is 25 
year old 5ft 7' in New 
York model lanva 


Roberts Shecreaudhis 
tory when she was 
chosen to plav Julio 
Richards, the n< w Char 
lie’s Angel for ABC s 
television series of the 
same name The prtiis 
Bronx born brunette was 
chosen fiom 2 000 othei 
contestants rijilacing 
Shelley Hack who played 
I V’s iemaie enmebuster 
I ole foi only one season 
Mairicd to screenwriter 
Bairv Robtits she has 
a» t* d in off Broadway 
shows kailier she had 
lust lost to Bo Uerek 
when a cast foi ‘10” was 
being chostn At that 
time the makers of “10” 
had wanted a blond 


A 

I his is OlsmiiR wt f k 
Pirsiddil liiiimv C itttr 
Hexed his museles and 
m a d ( his nation s 
athletes boseott the Mos 
«ow (lames But then he 
liked those who were 
bent on pioving to the 
woild that ihes were 
good ithletes One sue h 
was the he lo of the I ike 
File id Winter OKmpies 
I tie Unde n Hciden was 
the champion spee d ska 
tei winning five golds lo 
keep himself fit the 
speed skatei used to do a 
lot of cycling And he 
became so good at it that 
he almost ejualified foi 
the US Olympic cycling 
team The 21 year old 
athlete came within 
seconds (o 17) of winning 
and qualifying in his first 
majot track cycling 


golden defiance 



Frit Heiden 


event at San Diego, Cali he qualified for the US 
forma in May The cycl team he would have de- 
ing team coach Lddie fied Carter’s boycott call 
Borysewicz was totally and gone for the Summer 
flabbergasted Eric Games as a member of 
Heiden warned that had the cyclmg squad 


Power 

cutter 

Who IS C oniut c r 
Charlie^ He is an vi ii 
old cutter with a vast 
experience of 150 ytais 
in the highly trained pro 
fession of cutting Woik 
ing in one of the foremost 
clothing manufaituurs 
Hepworth s in 1 ondon 
Computei Charlie has 
been living upto his lepu 
tat ion he has increased 
the productivity of madt 
tomeasuic suits bv 250 
per cent C harlie is in 
fact a lompiiteristd pat 
terns system develop* d 
byHepwoith’s It wasde 
veloped bv Hepworth s 
own employees from the 
American Carnsco Mar 
kamatic 5000 system at a 
cost of £250,0 00 
Although Charlit posses 
ses a male name he has 
alrcad> thiown out men 
from one of their tradi 
tiunal jobs Instead theie 
is a team of women who 
are the opei ators of Com 
puter Charlie Now any 
one wanting a made to 
measure suit is measured 
and the statistics aie 
changed into a code bv 
the worn* n on the compu 
ter Charlie automatical 
ly does everything The 
team of six women work 
ing in two shifts sit be 
lore a video screen and 
arrange the 25 or so odd 
pieces that go to make an 
individual’s suit The 
whole operation takes 20 
minutes when traditional 
cutting takes around an 
hour Thank you Compu 
ter Charlie The women's 
lib movement should be 
happy now I 


Beatle on 



One of those boys 
from Liverpool has be 
come more famous than 
the others He is none 
other than Paul McCart¬ 
ney, one of the favounte 


the Wing 

foursome of the Sixties 
—The Beatles McCart 
ney is a millionaire must 
cian and the world’s most 
successful recording 
artist Along with that 
title, presented to him by 
the publishers of the Gui 
ness Book of Records, hr 
has also been named the 
most successful compos 
er of all time In fact, the 
ublishers presented 
aul McCartney with a 
souvenir disc made from 
the rare metal Rhodium 


Aborted mission 


Singapore may soon 
turn into an abortion cen 
tre of the region, thanks 
to the abortion laws of 
the country The Govern 
ment’s determination of 
lowering the population 
through liberal abortion 
Jaws and better medical 
facilities have led to over 
10,000 abortions a year 
An abortion opera 
tion costs only around 
2 30 American dollars 
But some problems 
have cropped up For one 


thing, the incidemt of 
“repeat” abortions has 
been as high as 5 I per 
cent which implies th it 
abortion is piobablv 
being used as a means (f 
contracoplion More im 
portant, the laws aic 
attracting women from 
neighbouring itgions 
with stringc ni abortion 
laws to comt into Singa 
pore for an abortion The 
Government is not view 
ing eithei of these prob 
lems with complacency 
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Last stop for the zoo train 






Insidfi the zoo tram 
.10 


By ASHOK KUMAR 


HANKS to the clash of 
rTl buie.iuciatic egos, the 
I ch.iirtung mini tram in 
[ the Delhi Zoo teased 

^***_I chugging attei exactl> 

two trips, on jnniiarv h, 1977 on the 
ordeisof I'lime Mniistei Indira ('.an 
dhi and Delhi l.tCiovi i noi Kishan 
Chand Ihe thiee-kilometieloiig 
serpentine tiaik passing thiough a 
tunnel, a l.itsimile of the Howrah 
Budge and otei a make-helieve Lax- 
nian Jhoola was not pist a special 
attraction It was of particular use to 
(he thildien and the disabled who 
could not covet the vast /oo area on 
toot Howecei, all weekend fun. fro¬ 
lic and noise have been put out by 
oftiiiais ,it the Ministerial level con¬ 
cerned with the hazards posed by 
the tiain to the buds and beasts in 
the zoo Peace reigns now and the 
migiatoi v birds, who had apparently 
tied bec.uise of the noise made by 
I he tram and the shl leks of children, 
have I etui lied 'Ihe question that 
.irises IS was the stopping of the 
tiam essential toi the birds, or was it 
riecessais to satistv the egos of a 
section ol top notch bureaucrats’ 
Ifhfortiinateh’. farts'’pfffflt rnur^ ty-* 
waids the satisfaction of egos 


The conspiracy to kill the tiain 
had, in t.ici, been hatched from the 
day of Its inauguration on August 14, 
1976 h.ven before the inauguration 
Mr M B Peter, the diiector iff the 
zoo, was leluctant to take chaige ot 
the 1 1 am although it was being 
gifted, toi he was afraid that the 
protect would run into losses The 
tram was being offered to the zoo 
flee of cost logethei with <i little 
political piessure on the railway 
officials Ihe Agricultuie Ministry 
insisted that the DI'Dt oper.ite the 
tram I'tie tram was flagged oft on 
August H, 1976 by the then Railway 
Minister Mohammed Shall Qiireshi 

'I'he officials of the Agriculture 
Ministiy, howevei. did not lelish the 
idea ot an outside agent oper.itmg 
the liain on the zoo piemises, spe- 
ciallv because the revenue earnings 
of the tiain went tar beyond the 
expectations of the DI'IX.' as well as 
Mr Peter The three tot was sore 
iiboiit having lost the iiain, as was 
Mr N D layal the then loiiit .Seci et- 
ary in the Ministry ot Agiicultiire 
So both of them decided to stop the 
tram for good If they could not have 
the tram for themselves nobody else 
could 

Little did the new ofticials of the 
DTDC realise that the discontent of 
the officials would cost them their 
tram In the mean time a plan was 












be mg set in inotuin b\ Mr Jdval ind 
Mi Peter During the fust wiek of 
January 1977 a sttmingly innoitut 
letter was sent from the Ministiy of 
Agiiniiturt advising thi It (Io\ 
ernor that the zoo tram was harmful 
fot the migratoiy buds It wastheie 
fore dtsiied by the Primi Ministii 
that Its operation be suspended with 
immediate effect 

The zoo train now las in limbo 
Meanwhile Mi Petei went to Bom 
bay to brief the woild famous 
ornithologist, Salmi All about the 
nuisance that the tram was causing 
for the migratory birds So eonvme 
ing was Mr Peter’s brief that Salim 
Ah fired off an unpiceedented salco 
of letters to the editors of all the 
national dailies Mr Peter was also 
successful in peistiading Mr All to 
request Dr Bcinhaid Grzimck, the 
President of the Zoological Society 
of Germany, to write to the Prime 
Ministet about the mattei Mt All’s 
letters to the newspapers and Dr 
Grzimek’s letter to Mrs Gandhi iilti 
mately led to the stoppage of the 
train 

At the request of the DTDt, a 
team of specialists from the Agricul 
ture Ministry, the Railways and the 
Delhi Administration took a last 
round on the zoo tram during the 
second week of May 1977 The Chief 
Engineer of the Northern Railways 


tried to Lonvini-i Mi Pi tf r that tin 
noise made be the ciigiiii of the mini 
tiain was lomplittlc iimfflid and 
that the tiam in lus opinion did not 
even piodiut 10 pci cent of the 
noise as eompai t d to thi 10 per cent 
bioad—gaugt tiains which passed 
close to the outskirts of the /oo 
Some molt ottici'Is ot the 1) FDC 
pleaded with \li Pctei in vain Mi 
Peter himself was not evi n w illing to 
look at the upon of the dm ctot ol 



the Hydtiahad zoo (where a similar 
train has been m operation tor 
almost a decade) declaimg that the 
mini trajii did not pose a hazard for 
either the birds or any other 
animals 

I he persons lesponsible, Messrs 
Pc tei and |ayal have since dis 
appeaifd A tew questions however, 
lemain to be answered were the 
canal mcl wateiways near the set 
lit intnts of the migratory birds deli 
bcratelv desilted during thc' early 
winter months to scare away the 
biicts^ Scores of migratory birds 
especially the Brahmmi ducks were 
napped and kepi in different enclo 
suies spread all over the zoo to 
prove that the migration had dt 
pletcd a large nunibei of nests of 
migrators birds were found broken 
one niointng Later foui emplovtes 
of the zoo alleged m a state mt nt that 
Peiei was deliberately scaring off 
the birds, and that theit had been 
shooting on the zoo premises bv tin 
director himself Anothci cjuisiion 
IS why set vices of some <l thi tm 
ployees were tcimiiiatid itur ihe 
change of Guvcrnmcni ffn niaior 
question however is who should be 
held responsible for ilu wistagt of 
public nionev spcni on laying down 
the project and lalt i upiooting it’ 

Photof;r<iphs b\ Auiok Par/iiar 
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And now, Rajiv 


R lajiv Gandhi’s entry 
into active politics is 
almost a certainty. 
Personally, he stul 

..ihas some reserva* 

tions; but men close to No 1 
Safdarjung Road predict that 
ultimately he will have to give up 
his hesitations and abide by the 
wishes and appeals of hundreds 
of Congress(I) workers and lead¬ 
ers. No one, of course, expects the 
formal announcement about Ra¬ 
jiv's entry into active politics to 
come immediately. That may take 
two or three months more. But 
the real inner circle of the Con- 
gress(I) has already been told 
about the decision 

After Rajiv joins active poli¬ 
tics the biggest question will be 
about his ability to establish him¬ 
self in the Congress(I) leadership 
circles like Sanjay The next im¬ 
portant question will be whether 
Mrs Gandhi will have the time 
and opportunity to establish Ra¬ 
jiv in the supreme position Even 
in late 1977 a large number of 
political pundits used to say that 
Sanjay had no leadership qual¬ 
ities, that he had become impor 
tant only because he was Mrs 
Gandhi's son But, by end-1979 
most of them realised that Sanjay 
had It in him to be a leader and 
after the latest state Assembly 
elections nearly all the doubting 
Thomases were won over. It took 
Sanjay almost five vears to prove 
his worth and reach this position 
and he had to struggle hard at it. 

Being a member of the ‘Nehru 
family’, Rajiv will also have 
tremendous additional advan¬ 
tages. The unqualified support of 
Mrs Gaqdhi will also be there. 
Moreover, he does not suffer from 
the initial disadvantage of bein 




■on of a VIP mother. But does he 
possess a distinct political person¬ 
ality and leadersnip qualitieH? I 
do not know. Among the people 
who have seen him from close 
^quarters, some assert that though 
not in the Sanjay style, Rajiv also 
has a distinct political personal¬ 
ity. And, they argue that until a 
person joins active politics you 
cannot know whether he nas 
leadership qualities or qot. 

. This reminds me of an interest¬ 
ing story Atulya Ghosh toid mo 
long ago. When Mrs GandBl Was 
made the'CongreM president, Dr 
B. C. Roy was very surprised. Ha 



By BARUN SENGUPTA 


asked Mr Ghosh’ Atulya, what 
has happened to you pe^le, you 
have made Indu the Congress 
president! What does she know 
about politics’ She is a soft na- 
tured, good girl who looks after 
her father nicely, but how can she 
run such a big political Party’ Dr 
Roy was a personal friend of Mrs 
Gandhi’s grandfather Motilal 
Nehru He had seen her from 
childhood He did not believe 
that Mrs Gandhi had any leader¬ 
ship qualities 

Rajiv’s style of functioning 
will of course be different from 
Sanjay’s. The two brothers had 
quite different personalities 
Amongst his friends Rajiv is 
known to be a cautious, patient, 
middle-of-the-road, extremely po¬ 
lite young man The other daji I 
went along with a colleague to No 
1 Safdarjung Road to see Man- 
eka. We were waiting for her 
when I asked Raghu (Saniay’s 
secretary) whether we could see 
Rajiv for a minute Raghu im¬ 
mediately took us to another 
room where Rajiv was talking to 
an elderly gentleman with a peti¬ 
tion in his hands We waiteo for 
about ten minutes and saw the 

f ientleman reading and explain- 
ng the petition to Rajiv in detail 
Rajiv was listening patiently. The 
difference was glaring First, 
Raghu or any other secretary 
would not have dared to take us 
to Sanjay without seeking his 
permission before and second, 
San lay would have dismissed that 
gentleman within two minutes 
He would never have allowed the 
gentleman to read and explain 
the petition and detain him fur 
more than ten minutes. 

Sanjay brought up with him 
mainly those whose style of func¬ 
tioning he liked and admired. 
Men like Narasimha Rao, Pranab 
Mdkherjee, Vasent Sathe, Venk- 
Ataraman would suit Rajiv’s style 
more than men like Zail Singh, 
Arjuti Singh or Bitaram Kairi. 


Politically, Rajiv will also have to 
depend more on the younger 
generation than on the senior 
people. But the younger leaders 
of the Sanjay era who do not 
mend their ways and adopt or 
follow the Rajiv style will have to 
go out of the limelight. Some of 
them like Kamal Nath and Arun 
Nehru are known to Rajiv for a 
long time. They are also close to 
the family, lliey will continue to 
be important if they can adjust 
themselves a bit. But the others 
will have to go through another 
apprenticeship. 

Even if Rajiv has the qualities, 
the big question will be that of 
time It takes at least two years 
for any newcomer to get a strong 
foot-hold in such a vast organisa¬ 
tion as the Congress Party. To be 
in the commanding position of 
the Party he must know at least a 
dozen of the leaders in every 
state branch. He should also have 
a fair idea about their nature and 
style of working He must also 
have a good idea about the prin¬ 
cipal political Parties and their 
leaders And above all, he must 
have a thorough knowledge about 
the people of the country It is a 
tremendous task which will take 
at least two years'for any new¬ 
comer to complete 

Wiii Mrs Gandhi get these two 
years? Physically she is in a sound 
condition. Saniay’s tragic death 
must have tola upon her nerves 
very seriously, but indications 
available during the first three 
weeks have made it abundantly 
clear that her faculties are work¬ 
ing well. She has not lost her 
judgment, shrewdness and deter¬ 
mination, Basically she is the 
same person till now. But for an 
unforeseen accident, there is no 
reason why she will nut be able to 
run the show for at least the next 
few vears. 

'true, the Infighting in the Con- 

f iressd) will not just continue but 
s expected to take a more ugly 
turn in the next few months. But 
none of the Partymen will chal¬ 
lenge her position. They will not 
dare to oppose the induction of 
Raiiv also. Rathar, most of them 
\yili welcome Rajiv and vie with 
each other to get closer to him. 
And, if he has the ability it will 
not ba very difficult for Rajiv to 
establish himself as the second- 
in-command within two years. 






Death of an actress 


Mental agony caused her 



Ijiksh mishree 

EN weeks after Shofja ended her 
life, another teenaj^e fdm ac¬ 
tress, Lakshmishree, was found 
hanging in her bedroom in Madras 
The reason for the tragedy appeared 
to be her strong wish to formalise 
her relationship with businessman- 
turned-produier, Jaisingh. In Sho- 
ba’s case the tailuie of Balu Mahen- 
dra to sever his links with his wife 
caused many emotional problems 
for the actress In Lakshmishice’s 
case too, it was the lefiisal of 
Jaisingh to give up his wife and two 
childi'en that prompted hei to hang 
herself in the loom in which her 
lover was lesting 

On the morning of 11 July, 1980 
Jaisingh was woken up by a con¬ 
tinuous tappajlk on the door It was 
Padmashree, the younger sister of 
Lakshmi who wanted her sister to 
take a call from a producer Still 
sleepy, Jaisingh looked around and 
could not see Lakshmishree in bed 
Suddenly he let out a scream when 
he saw the 18-year-old actress hang 
ing in a corner of the room. She had 
hanged herself with a nylon saree 
The police were contacted immedi¬ 
ately. Doctors and forensic experts 
completed the preliminary examina¬ 
tions and the body was removed to 
the general hospital for a post mor¬ 
tem. Lakshmishree was cremated 
36 


j commit suicide 

the same evening. For a time the 
Journalists of the city thought they 
had a sensational story on their 
hands but it was nipped in the bud 
by Lakshmishree’s parents and 
friends who assured the newsmen 
that the actress had tried to termin¬ 
ate her life on three previous occa- 
sions.Once she tried to jump before 
an electric train On another occa¬ 
sion she poured kerosene on herself 
and tried to immolate herself. 

A promising artiste, Lak¬ 
shmishree had ten completed films 
to her credit and had been praised 
for her performance in Dharma Yud- 
dam in which she acted as Rajni- 
kant’s younger sister. Ironically 
enough she was brutally “murdered 
” in the film which Madras Doordar- 
shan had telecast just a few days 
before she hanged herself. Despite 
the film's box-office success Lak¬ 
shmishree’s career remained in the 
doldrums And the feeling pf in- 
securitv must have prompted her to 
seek d more permanent relationship 
with her lover It is believed that the 
liaison with Jaisingh had continued 
for nearly 26 months. 

There had been trouble from Lak¬ 
shmishree’s family regarding the re¬ 
lationship According to Jaisingh, 
Lakshmishree’s mother had asked 
him to get a divorce |ust three days 
before the star took her life. If he 
did not intend to marry her daugh¬ 
ter, he should stop living with her, 
the mother had warned “I packed 
up some of my personal items and 
left the house and this upset Lak¬ 
shmishree considerably,” recalled 
Jaisingh 

That same evening, Lak- 
shmishree drove to a beach resort in 
Mahabalipuram where she rented a 
“hut” in a secluded place. There she 
started consuming poison but soon 
changed her mind and instead drove 


Jaisingh 



herself home, dazed. In the mean¬ 
time her mother had been looking 
for her frantically. She had tele¬ 
phoned her friends, producers as 
well as Jaisingh during her daugh¬ 
ter’s four-hour absence. 

When Lakshmishree returned, 
her mother knew that something 
was wrong At about the same time 
the beach Resort Manager who 
knew Lakshmishree quite well tele¬ 
phoned her mother and informed 
her that he had found a half-empty 
bottle of poison in her “hut”. The 
family doctor.was summoned im¬ 
mediately and the actress was given 
a drip. Jaisingh stayed hy her side 
through the night and Lak¬ 
shmishree’s mother did not protest 
about his presence. 

Jaisingh visited the actress’s, 
house the next evening after attend¬ 
ing to his factory business Once 
again the question of marriage was 
raised.Lakshmishree’s mother also 
joined in the conversation and told 
Jaisingh that either he should marry 
her daughter or terminate their re¬ 
lationship “On the other hand, Lak¬ 
shmishree kept insisting that I 
should divorce my wife at any cost 
and live with her on a permanent 
basis. I just could not concede to the 
demand,” said Jaisingh The talks 
continued till the early morning of 
Friday 11 July, 1980. “I was thor¬ 
oughly exhausted," continued 
Jaisingh. “I had hardly slept the 
previous night and had gone through 
a great amount of strain in the 
factory. So I decided to catch up on 
some sleep And as I was going to 
sleep, I told Lakshmishree that my 
committment towards hei would 
continue whether I divorced my wife 
or not After I fell asleep, mother 
and daughter continued discussing 
the same subject.” Lakshmishree 
must have ended her life soon after 
her mother left the room. 

Rathi Devi, who was to attend a 
dubbing session with the deceased 
actress on the day of the suicide for 
a film called Azhagu recalled how 
Lakshmishree used to complain bit¬ 
terly about her mother, her lover 
and the film industry. “She thought 
Dharma Yuddam would work mira¬ 
cles fur her but it did not. Well, she 
picked up quite a few assignments 
after that film clicked but they were 
not big films. But if she had patience* 
till the release of Azhagu she would 
have been able to shine better,” 
added Rathi Devi. 

ARTHUR PAIS. Madras 






Political 

fortunes 

A Calcutta astrologer, Amritlal, 
had sent us these predictions 
long before the accidental death 
of Mr Sanjay Gandhi. According 
to him, Mrs Gandhi’s personal 
horoscope shows that her bad 
times will continue till January 
22, 1982, the period till August 
19, 1980 IS particularly inauspi¬ 
cious. She will face obstructions 
in her work, and there may even 
face a serious crisis before Au¬ 
gust 19 which will require all her 
powers of calm deci.sion-making 
to overcome. For the Congress (I) 
as a Party, the period from July 
27 to January 1982 does not seem 
too bright The traditional Con¬ 
gress infighting will cause the 
Party many problems, even occa¬ 
sionally threatening its very 
structure. 

CONGRK.SS(U) 

Till 8 May 1981, it stands little 
chance of making any impact; 
some major leaders might in fact 
leave it But if the Party can be 
saved from self-destruction till 
September 1981, then between 
• October next year and September 
1982, It will See a major upswing 
in Its fortunes And things will be 
even better for it after October 5, 
198.? 

JANATA PARTY 
All loyalists still believing in the 
Janata Party will have to wait at 
least till 1982, before that time 
the Party will remain insignifi¬ 
cant, and suffer from what hap¬ 
pens to all Parties when they are 
out of power—desertion and in¬ 
fighting Things get better after 
1983. 

tOK DAL 

Born after many contortions and 
confusions, it is difficult to pin 
down a time of birth of the Lok 
Dal and create a horoscope. 
However, it can be seen that the 
period between October this year 
and 1983 will be good for this 
Party. 

BHARATIYA JANATA PARTY 
A high position in this Party will 
go to a woman, or the Party will 
get a boost because of the work of 
a woman. By September 1982, an 
important leader of this Party 
could pass away. 'There will be a 
certain amount of disunity, but 
the future of the Party is bright. 
After May 2S, 1982, the BJP could 
even come to power in alliance 
with others. 'This phase of its life 
continues till February .3,. 1985, 


SHOTGUN WiDDING 




Shatrughan Sinha, the Hindi screen villain recenth was wedded irf 
matrimony. At the wedding were (from left to right/ Shatru*s sister, Shatru, Jus 
mother, the bride Poonam and Sbatru*s brother. The exclusive photograph is by 
Durgaprasad 


Presidential record 

R AGHUVANSH, the 15-year- world record was beyond our im* 
old boy of St Xavier’s Scht ol, agination”, said his uncle, a 
Jaipur has been given the rare physician. The United Nations 
honour of being appointed the will arrange for Raghuvansh’s 
president of the educational and educational tours to the UNESCO 
cultural board of the UNESCO for and UNO headquaurters at Paris 
children. This was the result of and New York “But I will not 
the world record set by him by undertake these trips at the cost 
obtaining 97 per tent marks in of my studies”, he told Sunday. 
the general knowledge test orga- Currently a student of class ten, 
nised by the'United Nations ev- he aims at getting a degree in 
ery year Previous record holders' medicine. Raghu as he is called, 
an American and a Soviet student spends his leisure hours reading 
had obtained 92 per cent marks and is a good sportsman too, for 
UNESCO’s regional office in- he plays cricket, badminton and 
formed him that, “As the records tennis for his school team How 
set up by you are the world does he work on his general 
records you are being appointed knowledge ? He devotes at least 
as president of the educational four hours a day reading books on 
and cultural board of UNESCO general knowledge, magazines 
for children” and newspapers. 

As president of the board for 
“As the youngest and only siu- children and as a member of the 
dent member of UNESCO’s edu- headquarters board, Raghuvansh 
cational and cultural board head- plans to appeal to the United 
quarters at Pans, Raghuvansh Nations Organisation and the UN- 
will be the president for a five ESCO to provide more money for 
year term from 1980 to 1985. “We ^ eradication of illiteracv from the 
were overwhelmed on receiving underdeveloped countries of the 
the news. Raghuvansh wa.s work- world 
ing very hard and we were quite 
sure of his getting the merit certi¬ 
ficate again. But his breaking the 


MILAP CHAND DANDIYA, 
Jaipur 
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'Offensive' bilt not 
'unparliamentary' 

Bhupash Gupta and Khuahwant Singh cross swords 



XhuBhwuit Singh 


CC TT is a pity that so much time in 

XParliament is wasted on futili- 
.ties,” said Mr Khushwant Singh, 
editor of the Hindustan Times and 
nominated member of the Rajya 
Sabha. He was referring to the alter¬ 
cation between Mr Bhupesh Gup- 
ta(CPl) and himself which took up 
two full mornings in the Rajya 
Sabha, on 3 and 7 July. 

It all began on 3 July when Mr 
Bhupesh Gupta, while comm'>ntmg 
on the Information and Broadcasting 
Minister’s statement on small and 
medium newspapers said “On the 
other hand there are government 
agencies and a bunch of flatterers 
and sychnphants. lhate it. A promin¬ 
ent journalist who has been editor of 
a largely circulated English weekly, 
illustrafed or otherwise, the kind of 
stuff he is writing makes one sick. I 
hope I would never live to see such 
journalists who are newly elected to 
the Houses of Parliament, to this 
House or that House, trying to serve 
their personal ends.” 

“What provoked me was not the 
fact that 1 had been called a 
^chophant of Mrs GantiUii or Sanjay 
Gandhi, but the suggestion that I 
.had done what I had oonie to benefit 
(myself). This is grossly untrue,” 
said Mr Khushwant Singh. “Even 
when Mrs Gandhi was down and out 
I supported her. And 1 carried on 
doing so. It is a facile assumption 


that I supported the Emergency. I 
protested against the Press censor¬ 
ship and even printed articles by 
people opposed to the Emergency. I 
even lost my job because I sup- 

C orted her, so obviously it was nut to 
enefit myself. If people think that 
he was being subtle, then I am sorry 
for the perale.” 

On July 7 in the Rajya Sabha, in a 
i^eech during the zero hour, Mr 
Singh made this very clear. He said. 
*it Is a well laid rule that no one 
member of this House has a right to 
be offensive and insulting about 
another... I have been subjected to 
Injury and abuse... There is not the 
slightest doubt that this offensive 
reference (quoted above) is to me. 
There is nut the slightest doubt'that 
this is offensive and insulting to a 
fellow member, and there is not the 
slightest doubt that it contravenes 
the rules of the House..! am nut sure 
whether ‘sycophant’ is unparliamen* 
tary. but it is certainly offensive and 
insulting. The dictionary defines the 
word ‘sycophant* in the following 
words; ‘informer, tale-bearer, calum¬ 
niator, slanderer, mean, contempti¬ 
ble, cringing, imposter, deceiver.’... 
I have.nu doubt that what the hon¬ 
ourable member was referring to me 
as a sy' ophant was my loyalty to Mrs 
Gandhi«. ^d her son, the late Sanjay 
Gandhi. I plead guilty to that I am a 
supporter, I have been a supporter. 

r~ - *" ' . - - I I _ I nj i-n i -< 

Bhupesh Gupta 



But when he says that 1 did It for 
personal ends, he is not being cor> 
rect.” Mr Khushwant Singh then 
demanded that Mr Bupesh Gupta 
apologise for his remarks. 

Mr Gupta, however* refused to 
apologise and said that “I always 

R ay deference to any member in the 
[ou.se as a member of this House, 
nut as what they are elsewhere, and 
Mr Khushwant Singh as long as he is 
a member of this House and my 
colleague, is entitled to all my per¬ 
sonal respect and consideration. But 
I have a public duty too.” He said 
that he had used the term 
'sycophants’ in two places, both in 
the plural.” 1 said sycophants shouid 
nut be consulted but editors with 
integrity, with' independent views 
and courage should oe consulted.’’ 
And paraphrasing what Nehru used 
to say, ‘Join the peace movement 
and see the world,' Mr Gupta said, 
"Join the Suiya and come to the 
Rajya Sabha,and concluded by 
saying, “as far as apol^ is con¬ 
cerned, I will not be a (;ommunUt 
and patriot if I did not say that. Not a 
syllable of it will I withdraw. 1 think' 
it will be my duty so long as I am 
here to expose all the sycophants.” 
To this Mr Khushwant Singh said. 
“You are not a gentleman,” and 
used two words to describe Mr Gup¬ 
ta which were promptly expunged 
from the records. 

“I knew that such language was 
unparliamentary and I know that I 
should’t have said those words, but I 
just lost my temper and I did,” said 
Mr Khushwant Singh.“But insult 
and abuse cannot be a one way 
traffic And though this goes against 
my profession of being a Gandhiite, I 
believe in retaliation. My language 
was uiipai iiaiiicntarv, but I think the 
language Mi Bhupesh Gupta used 
was also unparliamentary." 

"Unparlidnientary':* Not a word 
from my speech of 3 July in which I 
used the word ‘sycophants’ has been 
expunged as unparliamentary. How 
tan he say that?" asked Mr Bhupesh 
Gupta. “The words used by Mr 
Khushwant Singh against me were 
expunged despite my request that 
they should not be expunged so that 
the country might know what a 
three-day-old member of the Rajya 
Sabha thinks of a person who has 
been in the Rajya Sabha for about 
.30 years. Also the President should 
know what kind of members he 
nominated ” 

“My friends say that Bhupesh 
Gupta got the better of me because 1 
io.st my temper. But I felt trium¬ 
phant'. And lliere was total silence 
while 1 was speaking.” said Mr 
Khushwant Singh. Mr Bhupe.sh Gup¬ 
ta’s reply was, “Let the country 
judge.” 


SAUMITRA BANERJEE. Delhi 
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Can Mrs. Gandhi provide 
a national consensus ? 

On this depends the nation's future, says RASHEED TALIB 



ne of the saddest fea¬ 
tures of the past five 
years in India is that one 
ftroup or the other of the 
_-_J intelligentsia has been 
prevented from making a non¬ 
partisan analysis of the crisis that 
has held the country in a vice-iike 
grip since the early seventies. 

First there was the Emergency 
with its counterproductive disci¬ 
pline of censorship, imposed from 
above. This bred a whole army of 
sycophants in one section of the 
tninktng public, while the other 
sulked in their tents. The sycophants 
ultimately cut off those they hoped 
to serve from the people — with 
results that can now be seen to have 
been disastrous not only for the 
Congress Party and Mrs Gandhi but, 
more tragically, for the country. 

The Emergency years (1975-77) 
were followed by 30 months of Jana¬ 
ta rule. This was an equally stifling 
period for Indian intellectuals. A 
new kind of conformity was in the 
air that was largely self-imposed and 
amounted to censorship from below. 
During the two and a half years, 
almost the entire intelligentsia—on 
the euphoric rebound from the 
Emergency—went along, willy-nilly, 
with the pretence that an unviable 
coalition would be able to hold' 
together. Indeed, so absorbed were 
they in'this self-deluding exercise 
that most of them ended up by 
bbcoming partisan apologists for the 
Janata regime, blinding themselves 
to the real busine.ss of discovering 
what was wrong with the country 
and why. 

There were, of course, a few hon 
curable exceptions Surprisingly, 
they were mostly newspaper col¬ 
umnists who, especially during the 
latter half of the Janata's brief term 
in power, began to present an impar¬ 
tial picture of the underlying nation¬ 
al crisis. By the very nature of their 
contributions, however, they could 
not deal with the broader and more 
comprehensive issues. 

What will always remain a blot on 
India’s academic community is that 
no scholar, working in the cloistered 
and calmer atmosphere of its more 
than a hundred universities, was 
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able to come up with a good diagno- 
.sis of the national malaise. 

Now, at last, the vicious circle has 
come to an end—of Emergency 
being followed by counter Emergen¬ 
cy, with loss of freedom fur one 
section of the thinking public or the 
other Something like the more 
tolerant atmosphere of Mrs Gandhi’s 
early years in office in the sixties is 
back. And perhaps there will not*be 
a time like the present to dig deeper 
into the cau.ses that have mired this 
country in the trough of low growth 
and productivity when it is other¬ 
wise poised for a take-off. 

One way to examine the Indian 
problem—and indeed of coming to 
some agreement about it—is to try 
to identify the disease rather than 
start prescribing remedies for it. 
Indian analysts have been rather 
long on advice about how to cure the 
illness without first arriving at an 
agreed view of what ails the patient. 
Naturally, the truth has eluded 
them. 

HE root cause of the present 
crisis goes back to 1962, if not 
earlier. That was the year when, in 
an important sense, the national 
consensus collapsed. A national con¬ 
sensus IS that unstated 
ing among the people (or, at any 
rate, among impdrtant sections of 


them) which helps to put certain 
national issues beyond the pale of 
political controversy On such 
issues, a predominantly large body 
of public opinion chooses voluntari¬ 
ly to exercise self-restraint. When 
there is a national consensus, it is 
impossible for anyone to exploit 
certain supra-political issues in a 
manner that causes harm to the 
national interest. 

In 1962 the Chinese armies brief¬ 
ly entered India. And, after deliver 
ing a few sharp blows to our military 
prestme, they withdrew unilaterally.' 
The (Chinese invasion is important 
not because India was engaged in a 
shooting war with a neighbour (In¬ 
dia has been in similiar situations 
before and since) but because of the 
big domestic change that followed 
this short border conflict. 

For, soon after 1962, the Indian 
milUtary budget had to be increased 
nearly two and a half times. Many' 
will remember that the Finance 
Minister in Nehru’s Cabinet then, 
was none other than Morarji Desai, 
who was later to head the first. 
non-Congress post-Emergency guv-, 
emment at the centre. Nehru, of 
course, never recovered his political 
elan after India’s humiliation by the 
Chinese. 

Poor Nehru. For years, he h^‘ 








followed a policy 6f China pacifica¬ 
tion—some would say, appeasement. 
He had his reasons. He had hoped to 
keep India out of a wasteful arms 
race with its powerful neighbour. 
Chou En lai’s double-talk on the 
border issue left Nehru with little 
choice but to impose a big extra 
defence burden on the Indian eco- 
'nomy. In that sense, 1962 marks a 
watershed. 

I NDIAN intellectuals are deeply 
suspicious of the character of to¬ 
day’s Parliamentarians. But instead 
of arguing for institutional changes 
in the manner in which a political 
Party—every Party—selects as can¬ 
didates, they tend to believe that the 
rot can be stemmed by making the 
court’s will prevail over Parlia¬ 
ment’s For them, the judges can do 
no wrong. But judges are human 
beings, too In fact, yesterday’s 
lawyers are today’s judges. 

The task of the highest judiciary 
in a fast-developing country like 
India is, at best, to offer—as a young 
Indian law don at Oxford main¬ 
tains—an after the-event rational¬ 
isation of the changing political, 
economic and social values of the 
people. Indeed, what else can a 
judge do? Especially in today’s In¬ 
dia, faced as he is with pxtreme 
vacillations of the electoral verdict 
between now this, now exactly the 
opposite, political group? With the 
spate of inconsistent court judg¬ 
ments in recent years, including 
some by the Supreme Court—even 
Mrs Gandhi’s critics must begin to 
realise this 

In 1977 came the ultimate crisis. 
The people—bewildered by the re¬ 
peated failures of the Indian politic¬ 
al system to deliver on its prom¬ 
ises—turned to the devil they did 
not know. The northern and more 
populous states swept away Mrs 
Gandhi and her Congress Party and 
rashly decided to try out a Samyukta 
Vidhyak Dal coalition, alias the 
Janata Party, at the centre. Such 
SVD coalition governments had a 
disaster in the states in 1967. It was 
. on the cards then that the Janata 
*■ experiment at jhe centre vrould be 
no better and, in some sense, would 
be more disastrous by virtue of 
being tried at the Union level. The 
Janata Party was never a viable 
proposition—as anyone can now seel 
from the way it has split and resplit 
Just before the state Assembly elec¬ 
tions. It eventually crumbled under 
the weight t>f its own contradictions. 
Yet, when it was in office between 
1977 and 1979, it generated a great 
deal of enthusiasm among intellec¬ 
tuals. Blinded by their anti Mrs Gan¬ 
dhi passion, they had failed yet 
again to understand the Indian 
w reality. 

' As with the Emergency, the 
“gains” of the Emergency have also 


received short shrift from most of 
Mrs Gandhi’s critics. But here the 
fault is not all theirs. For, whatever 
the Emergency’s gains, these could 
never quite measure up to the extra¬ 
vagant claims made for them by Mrs 
Gandhi’s propaganda machine. 
There were, however, real gains dur¬ 
ing the Emergency, mainly on the 
economic front. 

It IS no one’s case that the eco¬ 
nomy improved in every respect 
during the 21 months that the disci¬ 
pline of the Emergency lasted. Many 
long-term problems like unemploy¬ 
ment, far from showing any improve¬ 
ment, may even have worsened. But 
critics of the Emergency have been 
too obsessed with its losses to be 
trusted for an objective asseaiinent 
of the gains. These were, of course, 
mostly of a short-term kind. The 
21-month period was not long 
enough for anything more to be 
attempted. My hunch (based on fi¬ 
gures looked at a long time ago) is 
that, in two Significant economic 
areas, much progress was recqrded 
during the Emergency. 

The first of these was the better 
and fuller utilisation of installed 
industrial capacity in the public sec¬ 
tor. And the second, the collection 
and recovery of various revenues 
and taxes, whether levied on muni¬ 
cipal property in Delhi or on person¬ 
al incomes, despite no increase in 
the rates and at times even a de¬ 
crease in them. Whether these 
claims are valid or not is not the 
point. The question is. have our 
professionals looked at them closely 
enough to find out the truth? 

There is need too, for us to ex¬ 
amine another argument regarding 
the economy if we are to make an 
objective assessment of the 
Emergency gains. A feature of many 
economic achievements and failures 
is what, for want of a better label, I 
call “the pipeline effect”. That is to 
say, there is usually a time lag 
before the good or bad effects of any 
policy decision, particularly in the 
economic field, begin to make them¬ 
selves felt. Until then, they are in 
the pipeline, as it were, and begin to 
pour out their beneficial or adverse 
effects later. 

Thus, it could be maintained that 
the Janata Party was able to coast 
along comfortably during its first 
*wo years in office because, in part 
at least, • it enjoyed the pipelin’e 
benefits accumulated during the 
Emergency. And. by the same token, 
one could make out a strong case 
that Mrs Gandhi in 1980 is reaping 
thg adverse effects, political and 
economic, of the mismanagement 
and drift that marked the preceding 
Janata Governmint’s tenure in 
office. 

Indja’.s instant hi.storians have 
tended t<> ignore so obvious a point 
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in their partisan analyses. They have > \ 
too readily assumed that the charac¬ 
ter of the national crisis has not 
changed since the Nehru era The 
fact is that the early sixties mark 
India’s entry into a difficult phase, 
the dangerous decades. And it 
should have been tibvious that in the 
post-1962 era a soft state like India, 
with its democratic polity, would 
find it increasingly difficult to make 
its people, steeped in poverty, tight¬ 
en their belts further in order to 
raise the resources needed for the 
growing tasks of defence and de¬ 
velopment No wonder, those who do 
not quite take this into account tend 
to hark back nostalgically to Nehru’s 
balmy days when it was possible for 
India to combine democracy with 


Wfore 1962, a kind of national 
consensus had obtained in India. 
This helped the country to' hold 
together and keep its head above 
water dejipite the many buffetings it 
suffered; including of course Parti¬ 
tion Although at the start therfe was 
considerable pessimism, India laun- 
.ched on its journey as an indepen¬ 
dent nation, helped by a mass surge 
of popular hope. Nehru was at the 
helm and all was right with the 
world. Most people genuinely be¬ 
lieved that India would become a 
strong and prosperous country with¬ 
in a single generation. The national 
consensus was rooted in this hope 
and in Nehru’s charismatic person- 


ably. 

The existence of a consensus in 
the early years of a nation’s life is 
common to many newly independent 
countries First-generation national 
leaders always have this advantage 
Whether it was Nehru. Nasser or 
even Mao, their particular charisma 
was aided by a spontaneously gener¬ 
ated self-restraint on the part of the 
people they led. In that lies the 
essence of what I mean by a national 


consensus. , 

But once the early shine begins to 
fade, latter-day national leaders 
have a hard time keeping their char¬ 
isma in good repair. They are often 
compellet] to refurbish their image 
with populism and even gimmickry 
This change in the objpelivee situa¬ 
tion offers a belter explanation for 
the recurring cri.ses that have beset 
many Third World countries — and 
not the personal or political pecca¬ 
dilloes of their leaders. 

Instead of recognising the tough, 
structural factors that have thrown 


India into a state of peinianent 
crisis, Indian intellectuals put on 
blinkers and I,ipse into nostalgia. 
‘Either that or they dream up uto¬ 
pian solutions of how India will 
make a “total revolution” and 
emerge as a decent lalised and con¬ 
federal polity that will transform' it 
into “the best of all possible 


worlds ” 
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A popular national consensus is 
needed if any nation is to hold 
together. In this sense, it is a must as 
much for a developing country as for 
a developed one. Without the impli¬ 
cit compact among the people and 
between the Parties to put certain 
basic issues beyond parti.san dis¬ 
pute, even a developed country 
would totter in a crisi.s. 

A developed country has, of 
course, more of an economic 
cushion. And it is easier for a popu¬ 
lar consensus to obtain, once a na¬ 
tion has attained certain minimum 
levels of general prosperity; more 
people develop a stake in the sys¬ 
tem. Where a national con,sensus 
fails to gall — as has happened in 
the USA sometimes or in France 
during the Third Republic — you get 
a crisis of democracy of the kind 
witnessed there; MacCarthyite 
witch-hunting in the USA Gaullist 
authoritarianism in France. 

There is yet another difference 
between the developed and develop¬ 
ing nations. In a developing country, 
the con.sensus is usually fragile and 
constantly under strain; in u de¬ 
veloped nation, it has a more dur¬ 
able quality. And it doe.sp’t take 
much study to .see that the familiar 
tale of political and economic insta¬ 
bility in the newly independent 
countries of the Third World is 
essentially the history of a collapse 
of the national consensus. 

OWh!VER that may be, to any 
disinterested observer it was 
clear even during the Emergency 
that Mrs Gandhi—courageously 
rather than expediently and under 
the influence of her son, Sanjay— 
had plumped for a new, twO-pronged 
strategy. Its basic thrust was, on the 
one hand, to spur economic growth 
haid, no matter what the political 
cost, and to curb population giowth 
hard, irrespective again of the poli¬ 
tical price She sought to secure.the 
first objective by curbing the grow¬ 
ing evil of labour mdisciplino espe¬ 
cially in the public and governmen¬ 
tal sectors; and the second, by intro¬ 
ducing harsh measures of popula¬ 
tion control among the masses. 

As a purely short-term and 
bourgeois -soulution to India's two 
major problems ol low output and 
increasing miseiy, such a strategy 
could be shown to have a certain 
vaUdity. However, for these tough 

K ujicies, because she was so cava- 
e|rly unmindful of the costs, Mrs 
(JIandhi paid the highest price that 
any politician in a democracy can 
Or, to put It differently, she suffered 
the fate common to pil dictators— 
even one as mild as her. The barriers 
of sycophancy and censorship she 
raised around herself resulted even¬ 
tually in her being totally cut off 
from the people. So much so that 
whqn she held a free and fgir elec¬ 


tion to test her popularity < and, let it 
be rememberea, no dictator in living 
memory has ever been tempted to 
do so) she was swept aside by a mass 
explosion of anger arqong her most 
loyal and stable constituents—the 
Muslim and Harijan poor in the 
backward northern States who, iro¬ 
nically, were most in need of the 
bitter medicine which she s6 harshly, 
administered to them during the 
Emergency. 

Later, however, when she was 
down apd out, instead of her politic¬ 
al opponents seeking to destroy her 
on one pretext or another, they gave 
her a free and fair chance to malte a 
political come-back, just as three 
years earlier she had given them the 
same o|»ortunity to displace her 
and the Emergency. This will surely 
remain uniquely to the credit of 
Indian democracy. 

My p<ynt in recalling all this is to 
show that it is not the human factor 
that is responsible for India’s many 
woes—as IS fashionably believed— 
but rather the situation in which the 
politicians must now operate. In¬ 
deed, the human material fur dedi¬ 
cated and patriotic leadership that 
India has today—both in govern¬ 
ment and opposition—is second to 
none when compared to that fielded 
by any Third World country. Of 
course, there has been a general loss 
of values in Indian politics, hut this 
can be said of any sphere of national 
life which you may care to mention. 
It is a loss, moreover, which is itself 
the result of our failing political and 
socio-economic system. So if the 
politicians strut the stage, flail their 
arms or saw the air in a vain bid to 
invoke an instant solution to deep- 
rooted national ills, it should cause 
no surprise. For, the crisis in India 
today is .systemic and structural. No 
wonder it is not amenable to tinker- 
ings 

Mrs Gandhi in 1980—petrified 
and paralysed by her post- 
Emergency trauma—is unable to 
move forward except with extreme 
caution and circumspection. This, 
incidentally, may not he a bad thing 
in the long run. Anyone who be¬ 
lieved she would arrive on the post- 
election scene, wave a magic wand, 
and our problems would be instantly 
solved must still Believe in miracles. 
Without the extraordinary tools she 
placed in her own hands during the 
Emergency, she can hardly, in the 
Churchiliian phrase, "finish the 
job" At bust, as a bolder and more 
decisive leader than hef rivals, she 
can tighten the administration and 
show marginal improvement in a 
number of areas despite the legacy 
of mess left to her by the Janata. 

The fact Ls—and one that few 
Indian intellectuals are willing to 
admit—that the country is now 
caught in a crunch. In this situation. 


something has to give. It is better for 
u» to try and discover what this 
crunch consists of and where its. 
pincers lie—before we go on to con-' 
sider how to free ourselves from its 
immobilising squeeze. ,, 

The crunch in Indian affairs 
Springs basically from what 1 like to 
call the Four Impossibles in today's 
situation. By that I mean that the 
following four goals are impossible 
to achieve simultaneously, all in the 
same time-span. These are; 

(a) We should maintain a high 
defence posture with increasiftg self- 
reliance in nuclear technology and 
defence manufacture so that we 
compete with China in this region 
and not with our other and smaller 
neighbours; 

( 0 ) We should not hurt the tradi¬ 
tional sensibilities of the people by 
insisting on a well-regulated prog¬ 
ramme of mass sterilisations, here 
and now; 

The consensus in a developing 
country collapses most certainly 
where the system also fails to deliv¬ 
er the results expected of it, espe¬ 
cially after its people have waited 
long. As this patience begins to wear 
thin, it tends to result in what some 
political scientists have called 
‘‘pressures from below.” These are a 
healthy development and arise only 
in u free electoral democracy. But 
they also tend to shake things up, 
culminating in disorder and instabil¬ 
ity — not necessarily revolution — 
making it evei more difficult fur the 
established government to deliver 
even the little it might otherwise 
have done.. 

The dreary catalogue of destabi¬ 
lising events that have followed In¬ 
dia’s shattered consensus since 1962 
IS too well -known to require a de¬ 
tailed recount. It is enough here to 
identify some ot the more important 
happenings 

Take the interval between 
Nehru’s death m 1964 and Mrs Gan¬ 
dhi’s being sworn in as Prime Minis¬ 
ter in 1966. This period was spanned 
by Lai Bahadur Shastri’s 18-munth 
tenure, cut short by his tragic death 
at Tashkent. It passes for analysis 
among .some intellectuals to recall 
Shastri's term as Prime Minister 
with a certain lingering romantic¬ 
ism. This is clearly too rosy a view 
and not justified by the facts. For, 
none other than Mrs Vijaya bakshmi 
Pandit had in a famiuis speech in 
Parliament bitterly attacked Sk^siri 
for being “a prisoner of indecision” 
just when he appeared quite unable 
to cope with the gathering crisis. It 
was India’s somewhat ambiguous 
victory in the brief war with Pakis¬ 
tan in September 1965 and, more 
than that, Shastri’s sudden end stion 
after he had signed the Tashkent 
pact which enabled the country to' 
pull a veil over his lacklustrtt per- 
formniK e. 





After Shastn’s death. Mis Gandhi 
took over, only to be c onfronted with 
one of India’s woist di oughts in 
recent memory—a cnsis which dra 
maticallv levealed tht lailuies of 
our population (.oniiol piogrammcs 
That the country was in cxticmes 
was highlighted b\ the 1967 general 
election results, when the undivided 
Congress Party was swt pi out of 
office Ill half the states and icplaced 
in some by vaiious iickety and unst 
able Samyukta Vldhayak Dais—the 
first tangible evidence that the na 
tional consensus had collapsed 
This long lun ol tioubli s was 
briefly and tempoiaiih aitested in 
1969 and the populai lonseiisus — 
repaiicd somewhat by the Congress 
spilt of that year—seemed even to 
have been restoied, especially after 
Mrs Gandhi s deiisive victoiv in the 
Bangladesh war ovei Pakistan two 
years later But the restoration of 
the consensus was an optical illu 
Sion, induced by India’s short lived 
triumph in the Bangladesh war 
With the return of economic trou 
bles in 1973—the year of the sharp 
rise in the price of crude oil—the 
ship of state was back in the econo 
mic and political doldrums 

In some such historical perspec 
tive, It IS possible to view the next 
big crisis to explode on us—Mis 
Gandhi’s Fmergency of 1975 77— 
with far more sympathy than she has 
received at the hands of her critics 
The Emergency was a hasty re 
sponse—a cnidje one, as it tin ned out 
to what was a particularly unman 
ageable situation (Remember, some 
who are now regarded as u p Janata 
intellectuals felt Mrs Gandhi was 
irreplaceable on the eve of the 
Emergency) Once again, however, 
instant historians have indulged in 
the simplistic explanation that the 
only concern of Mrs Gandhi—dis- 
qpphfied by a High Court for •'cor- 


rupt electoral practices” on hyper 
technical grounds—was to remain 
glued in office as Pi ime Minister So, 
they believe, the I mergency was 
nothing more than a Aiss.i Kursj Kd 

(c) Wc should not insist that our 
labour unions in the oiganised sec 
tor be content, foi a while, with the 
relative prosperity achieved by the 
workers represented by them until 
the claims of the nun unionised in 
dustridl and rural laboui in the 
unoiganised stcioi aic at least par 
tidily met and 

(d) Wc should stek to achieve all 
this m an atmosphein ot pei missive 
and even licentious democracy in 
which the political elements icject 
totally the need lor any sell 
restraint (We ate back in the other 
words, to the old issue of national 
consensus raised tailiei in this 
essay ) 

It seems to me pate rit that India is 
in so good an economic position 
today that any time of them—and 
literally any combination of three 
can be achieved at the same time, 
but not all four lhat is the leason 
why I call them the 1 our Impossi 
bles Every one, no doubt, will have 
his own list of such impossibles And 
about whether two, tl\iee or moie of 
them can be secured simultaneously 
or not, there can again be an endless 
debate But all that peed not detain 
us heie, it can be taken up on 
another occasion 

A more hopeful wav of looking at 
the Four Impossibles is to note tKat 
the country has been able to achieve 
some kind of a consensus with re¬ 
gal d to two ot the four issues I hese 
are that India, having lost its inter¬ 
national innocence in 1962, has to 
keep Itself armed and battle ready 
for possible aggiession from any 
comparable powei in the region In 
uthel words, theie ate no differ- 


ences among major political graup- 
I ings now about the need for India to 
§ maintain a big defence budget of the 
^ Jcind It has since 1962 And, second, 
» that no matter what, we have to find 
S solutions to our problems within the 
f constraints of a liberal demociatic 
system under which different poli¬ 
tical Parties are free to organise 
themselves, and the people’s wishes 
about who should govern are ascer¬ 
tained at free and fair elections, 
periodically held The question 
which then arises is, whether we can 
cobble a similar national under¬ 
standing on the other two surviving 
issues And that is where, it seems to 
me, the crux of India’s continuing 
crisis lies 

This mav seem a somewhat sim¬ 
plistic diagnosis of the complex trou¬ 
bles that ail the sick giant that India 
IS today But it should serve as a 
starting point for discussions and 
help us to arrive at an agreed analy 
SIS of what IS wrong with the coun¬ 
try This IS preferable to each of us 
prescribing his own favourite re¬ 
medy 

The intellectual tendency today 
IS to put the cart before the horse, 
the cure before the diagnosis while 
discussing the Indian problem In 
prescribing remedies, too, the Indi¬ 
an intellectual, when not harbouring 
a nostalgia about the Nehru Shastri 
period, takes refuge in the utopia of 
a decentralised India of Gandhi’s 
and JP’s conception His effort 
seems to be somehow to evade the 
pieseni reality 

I have no doubt that the destiny 
of a cbntinental nation like India is 
to move in the direction, ultimately, 
of a decentialised economy and, 
possibly, a confedeial political struc¬ 
ture But all this IS a matter for the 
futuie Befoie that, however, India 
has to pass through the long present 
phase of centralised rule, if it is to 
heave itself out of the lut of tradi 
non and poverty In this effort, its 
relatively backward and forward re 
gions have to pull together—not 
away from each other And our Jana 
ta intellectuals would do well to 
remember that it is because.of this 
reality that no major political Party 
is for a genuinely decentralist solu 
non—no matter what their election 
manifestos say 

My simple plea is let the wise 
doctois—the interns, the general 
physicians, the specialists—sit 
together and confer Let them first 
agree among themselves whether 
India’s ailment is a slow wasting 
disease like tuberculosis or a terrain 
al cancer or what else After they 
agree among themselves on the na 
ture or, as the specialists would put 
It, the aetiology ot the disease, that 
will be the time for putting the cure, 
the remedy, the prescription yn the 
agenda for the nation Any takers’ 
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I heu‘ was this t*. niiis ( n 
tliusiast who vs as lancilv 
looking toiwaid to the 
Caltutt.i Dooidai shan 
pio) 4 iammt on tin VVimh 
Ifdoti nu II s sirif>lc s linal 
On tin l)i>; da\ ht lett 
the of I a* t.iih, went 
homt and had an cailv 
dinni I so that he would 
not miss L\Ln .1 single 
nioineni ot the game I'd 
tetii minutts betoie the 
piogrammo began he was 
seated ht foie the telcvi 
Sion set and eteiybodv 
edse was ioiltidden to 
make anv noise whatev 
er But there was |ust one 
thing that woiiied him 
would the till lent stay on 
long enough to allow him 
to waith the entiie prog 
idinnie-* He was on ten 
teihooks throughout and 
bit his fingernails during 
the news as valuable 
time was taking away 
Sure t nough, stum after 
the news, when Borg and 
Mehiiiot wt le battling It 
out . 1 * () 6 in the final 
giuelling St t, the lights 
flaktied out 
As he I ushed thitiugh the 
neighbours door, the 
house was plunged into 
tlatknesss And he has 
. ntvM loigivt'ii the Cal 
eiiita lUetriL Suppls 
( 01 p itaiion fill It 
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It eoultl have been a hal 
luLination, the man iid 
tng a bitytle aeioss the 
water But it wasn’t The 
eentie ’ot attiaetion, 47 
yeai old Brahmaktimai 
Chauiasia, was no phan 
tom With two floats and 
a propcllei attached ro 
his eyele he ti a versed the 
Kankaiid Lake bcfoic a 
mammoth Sunday iiowd, 
whith applauded every 
moment ot the strange 
feat 

He fust ventuied to eioss 
a rivci three years ago 
and has never looked 
baik siiue, polishing his 
skill in the waters off the 
(lUiarat eoast However, 


his eyes are set on the 
I nglish I'hannel, which 
he IS detecmined to cioss 
on the warei eyclc and 
ludging by his deteimi 
nation, he should have no 
piobltm Since the day 
he tjuit his /jaan shop in 
Mitzdpiir 111 Scptembei 
197^ he has logged ah 
out 2') 000 kilometres on 
his cycle—ovci watei, of 
coiiise His gut has im 
I>ft ssed the I ion’s C’lub, 
which has sponsored his 
demonstiations in sever 
dl Indian cities, but as 
lanushree Ciango 
padhyay adds, he has 
plenty of feats up his 
sleeve yet 


FROM NEXT WEEK (AUGUST 3) 


SUBRAMANIAM 
SWAMY, MP, 
begins a regular, 
fortnightly column 
on economics 

SUNDAY 

The maaazine 
you can't 
afford to rniss 




Pick of 
the pocket 

One of the countiv’s first 
pocket cartoon chaiac 
teis was a man with a 
lound head and an over¬ 
sized nose who answered 
to the name ot Shingan 
na He made his appeal 
ante in the late fifties in 
the daily NayaWiaiai/ia, 
which was veiy popular 
m kainataka Shingan 
na’s fans grew with evei y 
passing yeai and the 
stiange looking man lose 
to the height ot his popu 
Idiity in the sixties It 
soon came to the stage 
where the carloonisi Mi 
K Ramakiishna was cal 
led Shinganna as well 



S/iiaganna the uiioon 
ihjidilei 

Aftei a decade in 
Navah/iaiafha, Shingan 
na moved over to 
t/efavatani but not foi 
long His fans did nut 
teaiise it at the time but 
Shinganna’s days were 
numbered and a few 
years later the cartoon 
charactei stopped 
appearing Despite the 
massive public demand, 
reports Shree Padie, the 
talented cartoonist 
claimed that he had re¬ 
tired There was a collec¬ 
tive groan tiom his fans 
but m May this year, af 
ter a lapse />( seven 
yeats,Shinganna made a 
silent reappearance, this 
time in Navabhataiha 
again The pity of it is 
that since the circulation 
of the paper has dropped 
tonsiderabiy the re¬ 
appearance IS almost un¬ 
noticed 









A trace of genius 


Culinary calamity 



Ont ot Kui Ktinuti s sc/d/) modeh 


Rai Kumai is tailed Mod 
1 1 1 n f> I n e e I b v bis 
friends and vtith good 
ifdson too Ihis21vtar 
old lad who is euirently 
tmplovt'd as a tracer and 
who IS siinultaneousiv 
put >uing his civil en 
ginieiing diploma, is a 
genius when it tomes to 
St alcd down models 01 
j^.vlniost an\thing, p would 
sttin Some time ago the 
Kailwavs letognistd the 
worth ot his model of 
lalhanwala Bagh, Amrit 
sai and installed it cere 
monioiislv at the city rail 
way station But things 
have not been going well 
foi him since then He 
has been asked to leave 
the Railway Workshop 
wheic he was working 


and in a souvenir 
brought out when the 
model was installed, the 
names of fifteen others 
were added to the list of 
th' se who had been re 
sponsible fot the model 
Rut Kaj has not allowed 
himself to bow down to 
Fate Satish Kumar 
writes that he is still 
working on his models 

K II Kiiiii II 




DUBIOUS 

DISTINCTIONS 


Boycott of the fortnight not the Olympic boycott, but 
batsman Geoff Boycott, who saved England in the 
Third Test 

Least recognisable politician ot the foitnight Raj 
Narain, who exchanged his green bandanna toi a red 
one 

Identity crisis of the fortnight Master ciiminal 
Natwarlal, who has so many aliases that he can’t 
remember his real name 


A Japanese team—the 
only foreign contingent 
to the All Indian Open 
International Athletic 
Meet—had its problems 
with traditional Indian 
hospitality in |une this 
year Its members took it 
with great elan and nev 
er complained But then 
again, they couldn’t real 
ly complain because 
their hosts spoke no 
iapanese and they them 
selves spoke no English, 
except for one member 
whose English, in any 
case, was woefully made 
quate lo add to their 
miseiy was the absence 


of an interpreter whose 
need, according to Pra 
kash Bhandan. was felt 
whenever the Japanese 
athletes tried to express 
their views with the help 
of wild gestures and 
broad smiles Ihis Ian 
guage was often mis 
understood Once, when 
the visitors protested 
against the hot and spicy 
dishes served at meal 
times, the old khansama 
(cook) took their smiles 
as a token of apprecia 
turn of the food, the next 
day he added a little 
more spice and chilli to 
the food 


rht iL.itn ,it ihe maich past 



Staging a recovery 


In the sixties it was the 
Amateurs, later the Red 
Curtain tried to reviial 
ise English theatre in 
Calcutta Ihoseweiethe 
days when one could 
accurately pi edict the 
fate of a production, the 
numbet of shows it would 
last and tin kind of audi 
ence it would diaw Pat 
tons were mainly the 
club types and few in 
numbci Iht plays were 
mainly British and com 
mercial flops 1 his was in 
sharp coniiast to the 
scene in Bombay where 
Adi Marzban was busy 
promoting a new brand 
of theatte with a bestsell¬ 
ing blend of comedy and 
sex 

It took a long time for 
Calcutta to take the cue 
from Marzban but, with a 
series of “naughty plays” 
over the last few years, 
English theatre in the 
city has finally staked its 


claim to the bigtime So 
lucrative in fact is the 
English stage that Cal 
cuttd now boasts of one 
company which is in 
volved almost wholetime 
in promoting plays and 
smaller groups which 
appear at regular inter 
vais This has resulted in 
the inevitable there are 
“stars” who play a big 
part in the success of a 
production They have no 
loyalties and drift from 
group to group, seldom 
involved in serious enter 
tainment A refreshing 
change, however was 
noticed in a recent pro 
duction of The Odd C on 

f de by The Fntertainers 
t was one of those tare 
cases of a new group gt t 
ting together a number 
of “stars" and a tew fi« sh 
faces to provide some 
method to the madness 
which IS English theditf I 
111 Calcutta 












Every drop of New Code 10 Tonic Hair Dressing 
nourishes hair, controls dandruff, 
gives your hair the natural look 


Code 10 contains Panthenol to nourish 


Whether you are a man or a woman,give your 
:x)aeiu comains ramire.~. nAtiiral look with CodelO, every day. 

your hair, give it vitality arid b^nce. hair the natural good -and it 

AndLO-7 a proven anti-dandruff ingredient, h does your hair a worio a 

Ana LU r, a a dandruff doesn't cost the earth 








T Ht iiifrnit'ieot Qiiibjiii 
was t*)ll<>wed hv J vei v 
lavish party at the Oberoi 
. lowets Ihe stai attrattioii 
of the evening was Nana 
Hdssa/i. the B»iaf Btiit 
ld\t I'akisiani nightingale 
who lives in 1 ondon Hei 
tamily was also ptesent at 
the party I he lilin’s stai 
east was thete in full 
strength hut the absetue of 
othei stars was coiispicuovij 
Atniad Khan, suiptisingly 
tailed to turn up though hi 
had attend! d the pitinien 
and even delivered a short 
^ speech during the iiu<‘r\al 
1 he jiai ty at the Obt loi 
1 owns ictnindr d one ot a 
marriag! cerr monv I adn s 
in heavy silk sat is spi inkh d 
rose watei on the gin ns and 
pill d them with gar lands 
Clav oil lamps liru<1 the 
staiicasi -a irathtional 
maikot celebration 

I he bar and the butte t 
table weic lavishly spic.id 
out there was everVthing 
one could dream ol drinking 
ot catrni; trom caviai to 
lobsters and endless Indian 
I j»L spei lalitic s Bill this 
su|)etb tir-'ai did not niakt 
* lip lor pool siai ittcndani* 
Wt ic the stais k» pi out tit h 
boi.itclv in in rttempi to 
m.ike the paitv a tamiU 
aft nr tot tin unit and tin 
Khan tamilii s onh ^ 

Hcioinc ZttnM Anun 
was ihiTC- in fit sh weat ing t 
deep mat non silk sj/n.n 
Aartiee/and laden with gold 
mnanitnts She looked nue 
and glowing with good 
health She sat at a table 
with Nazia Hassan who 
couldn’t stop eating when 
. she wasn’t talking lacing 
«iheir table, a few teel away, 
sat &an/at A/ian with his 
wife and family friends 
Vinod Khdnnd and teiu/e 
Khan were in high spnus 
Ihe band drew out a size 
able number ot couples tn 
the dance flooi Na/iasang 
her hit number with be i 
brothel,Suhail heroze, 
Vinod and 2eenat also 
(oincd in the chorus Ran 
jeeta, dho wearing sa/tvar 
kameer,did not leave her 
seat but Akbar would go 
and Mt next to her whenev 
er he got an opportunity 
'^Ihe prominent 
absentees at 


the paitv fyerc Mts Sundari 
hcroze Khan and Mrs Vinod 
Khanna 

A hBAR UtAN\Hdddsd 
will now star Sniifj 
Pdlildnd not Raakhee 
Akbat let It be known that 
he w.is smitten by Smita’s 
smoiildci tng c'Vf s and her 
ehatm which would go well 
with thf he tome’s lole in 
Haat/sa Raakhee lemained 
the scape goal and the loser 
iiitht bargain What Akbar, 
however, tehaincei tiom 
saving was tlial hi had also 



kh in 


i appi( a( lied Shahana \zmi 
who was loe» busy w ith 
shooiing dates but stiff 
gt st( d Smit 1 s nanit saving 
th ti shi would be the best 
ehoRt foi the film How did 
Akbai manage to tor get” 
Shaban Tssuggestion while 
announcing his decision to 
im Itule Smita in the east ^ 

S t AM)A1 S involving 
I lint siai s and acii esses 
have Income so common 
that leadei s In-lieve anv 
thing Howevt'r, wilt n 
Bom bav’srvemng 
dailies blew up the 
news that /urrip/e 



Smita Patil an instant charmer 

Khantid had moved the 
court for a divorce, I didn’t 
believe it But the hoarse 
voice, which belonged to 
Dimple, told me over the 
phone that the news was 
true and that she had 
sought legal separation 
from her husband, Raiesh 
Khanna She added that 
there was no question of 
relenting this time because 
the relationship had 
leathcd the point of noVe 
turn 1 he children weie at 
her mother’s place and Dim 
pie herself was down with 
cough and fevei Mean 
while, Raiesh was engaged 
in his favourite pastime 
"Dodge the Pi ess” Hente, 
we couldn’t gel his version 
of the stoiv though Rajesh 
spoke to a tew of his 
favouiite loiirnalists 


-QAMhSHTALWAR'i 
jf\ venture, Basera, she 
prove rather inteiesting 
This film marks the com 
together of (lulzar as wr 
and Raakhee as heroine 
sides vShashi Kapoor in i 
hero’s role, the film also 
stars Sharmila lagore / 
film which has already 
evoked so much interest 
Us gestation period shoe 
piove fantastfc when it i 
ultimatelv ready 


R.m It 
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Ambiprince Shirtings 

^df it the way you like 




Ambikbig SuHingi • AmbiquMn S«tM 
AmbiprbicMi Dr«sf MiteiWi 


Sliri Amblca MUls 


AO 4<SiA 


WAS BAM 



H OW tome Ananl Nag is 
acquiring the reputa 
ion of being an elusive 
itar’ Some producers claim 
hat he is as slippery as 
Rekhd was some time ago 
[ntidentally, Anant and 
Rckha are going to be fea 
:ured in a Hindi film soon 
Wne of the most popular 
>idA in Kainataka now, 
Anant’s problems, like that 
af his brother Shankar, 
seem to arise from the fact 
that he wants to manage his 
awn affairs as far as possi 
ble I’ve seen Shankar nego 
hating heavy traffic on the 
busy thoroughfares of Bang 
alore, he has a driver but he 
likes doing things on his 
awn Which means consider 
able amount of delay, heart 
burns and minor irritations 

HEY say that her 
favourite numerologist 
bas^sked her to drop her 
surname Chatterji And 
Mouihujtni now prefers to 
be called by her first name 


alone Bur, it seems that 
Tamil actress, Radhia was 
not aware of Moushumi's 
preferences So while com 
pering the Filmfare awards 
function (for southern 
films), she requested 
Moushumi Chatterji to 
come to the dias And 
Moushumi sat through the 
rest of the programme sulk 
mg When will this little girl 
grow up’ 

AMALAHASAN IS waiy 
XV. of journalists writing 
for “upcountry magazines” 
They come out with all 
kinds of howlei s, he com 
plained A fortnightly from 
Delhi has “married” him off 
to Vani Jairam Kamalaha 
san’s wife’s name is Vani 
Ganapathy Vam, thesin 
ger, Kamalahasan, and 
Vani, the wife, werej'eally 
furious when the magazine 
hit the stands 

IDN’T we tell you of the 
feud between I V Sasi 
and Pramod Chakrpvarthv 






furious as Chakravarthy 
had made many changes in 
the script of Patita,a re¬ 
make of Sasi’s Her Night 
s But Chakravarthy, who is 
directing the film, goes 
around telling people that 
his writer, Gulshan Nanda 
was responsible for the 
changes in the story and 
Sasi was prepared to incor 
porate the changes He has 
also accused Sasi of taking 
things easy and of keeping 
Paata dragging for months 
It IS reported that Pra 
mod, who was promoting a 
lamil film Guru, a remake 
of his smash hit,Jugnu, did 
not like the film’s progress 
So a few scenes featuring 
Kamalahasan and Sridevi 
were shot in Sasi’s absence 
Sasi however does not 
seem to be worried that 
Paata did not come up to 
his expectations His stars 
arc gaining popularity in 
Kerala After a few unsuc 
cessful films, he has hao a 
winner in Angadt starring, 
among others, his favourite 
Seema And Kaii, starring 
Rajnikant, has opened to 
packed housqs 
nAlHl IS spoiting 
J\ a new look 
these days 
After her return 
from Bombay, wher 
she was working in 
four Hindi films 
simultaneously, 
the Agnihotri 
dame has started 
taking special 
care of hei hair 
and even selects 
her sarees care 
fully In a recent 
filmland function 
she attracted 


kjlioaiii xvainjui atxiieiiuori 

at once by her flowing haii 
and a gorgeous blue saree 
Shashi, who has worked 
with a number of Madrasi 
heroines like Manjula and 
Rajshri, was surprised to 
cv me across a slim Madra: 
leased heioine When told 
Rathi IS acting in a few 
Hindi films, his face brigh 
enedup Probably a frieni 
ly producer will pair him 
with Rathi in the near fu 
ture 

R ATHI DEVI’S father h 
become very cautious 
and IS chasing away photo 
graphers who want take 
provocative pictures of hii 
daughter It’s time we let 
the world know that she’s 
doing serious roles in at 
least SIX films, he says Pa, 
patht, her fit st film, was 
released a year ago and nt 
slated for an early release 
Arhagu in which she’s 
paired with upcoming pop 
lar star Sarat Babu Rathi 
Devi still finds time for 
modelling which, she says 
she likes more than her fil 
assignments 

PIOUS 



,Seema 



Give your family SEVEN SEAS 

seven days of the wieek. 
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A rich source of natural 
Vitamins A and D—Cod Liver 
Oil IS vital for bone and body 
growth Taken in this natural 
form, these vitamins are 
completely absorbed by 
growing children So they 
become strong and sturdy 
Tho natural Vitamin A in Cod 
Liver Oil keeps your hair thick 
and lustrous, your skin soft 
smooth and youthful Your 
eyes clear and sparkling 
Rich in a special 
polyunsaturate. Cod Liver 
Oil helps lower cholestrol 
levels, reduces incidence of 
coronary troubles 
Keeps you physically fit 

Make Seven Seas a vital part 
of your family's diet For that 
glow of natural good health 


Hie family tonic 
popular in 08 countries- 
SEvaa SEAS buMis pood heomh 
seven ways. NoturaHy. 
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When arrest is illegal 


R C B Kdul’s arbitrary 
Tl^ fF airest by the police, at 
1% /I Jammu on |une 23, has 
I I been deseivedly and 
widely condemned But 
his experieme conforms to the com¬ 
mon polite practice in the country of 
knocking at people’s doors in the 
night and demanding their immediate 
presence at the police station — 
huUtd hdJ ’ (I he Saab wants 
you! Mt Kaul’s case received atteii 
tion iindcrstandably because he is a 
well known lournalist and is a lorres 
pniidcnt of The Indidii LxptessHis 
cxpcncntt, in the mam, was no ditfe 
lent trom that ol Mr N K Singh, DIG 
C r.I the ihuf investigator in the 
k/ssa hu/si K.i Cast in January 
last Ncithci was atiestcd at hofne or 
received i written summons from the 
police calling him foi intciiogation 
Vet in both casts the politi forcibly 
took the man away and later put him 
iindci attest Mi Kaul heard a knock 
at his dooi al 8 10 pm An assistant 
sub inspcctoi of politi called out his 
name and said ‘Mv SHO wants to talk 
to you lit asked thi SHO to tome in 
but he refused Mr k lul goes out and 
IS asked lo itconipany the SHO to 
meet the SSI* |.iinniu His protests 
ait biuslud isult We shall have 
to t<ikt you the SHO said — and he 
IS iiiade lo sit on I he pillion of the Si’s 
scoolti and taken to the polite station 
white hoins laiti lie is told he is 
iindi I IIIt si 

1 lu mannti m which Mr Kaul was 
taken away was loially illegal and it is 
lime this ouliagtous piacticc is cn 
tied Ihe law on the point is clear 
beyond doubt Section 41 of the ( ri 
minal I'roceduie Code, 1973, empow 
CIS police offiet rs 10 arrest without a 
warrant trom a magistrate any person 
against whom a reasonable com 
plaint has been made or credible 
information has been reteivc’d, or a 
reasonable suspicion exists ’ of his. 
having been lonceined in any cognis 
able offence Section 46 describes 
how the attest must be made , 
“at tudllv touch cn t otifine the body of 
the person to be arrested, unless 
there be a submission to the custody 
by word oi action ’ Section 49 enjoins 
that hi should “not be subjected to 
more restraint than is necessary to 
prevent his escape” 

There follows Section SO which 
contains a mandatory requirement 
“1 very polite otticer or other person 
driest mg any person without warrant , 
shall forthwith communicate to him 
the full particulars of the offence for 
which he is arrested or other grounds 
for his arrest” 

hurther, tf the offence of which the 
man is accused is a bailable one, the 


Chnl 

liberties 



By A G NOORANI 


police officer is bound lo “inform the 
person ai rested that he is entitled to 
be released on bail and that he may 
ariange foi sureties on his behalf ” 
Atrt St m violation of these provisions 
IS p itently illegal Within 24 hours of 
the arrest, the accused must be uro 
duced before a magistrate But this is 
generally circumvtnted by denying 
the fact of ihi driest altogether 
The code makt s a different and no 
less specific provision in legard to 
attendance of witnesses at a police 
station foi interrogation Section 160 
requites the investigating police offic 
er to make a written order requiring 
“the attendance beloie himself of any 
person being within the limits of his 
or any adjoining police station who. 


from the information given or other 
wise, appears to be acquainted with 
the facts and circumstances of the 
case, and such person shall attend as 
so lequired ” 

Ihe sanction tor non atttendance 
IS not arrest but piosccution undei 
Section 174 of the Penal Code for 
non attendance in obedience to an 
order of a competent police servant 
The couits have ruled that the police 
officer cannot compel attendance by 
use of foi Cl, Mill less can he detain or 
driest even lor a single moment, a 
person whose statemciil is required 
foi purposes of investigation 

If there is anv atteinjit forcibly to 
take away a person for inseriogation 
Ol othciwisc without complying with 
the legal foimalities, he is entitled 
tuiiiblv to resist lo lay hands on 
another against Ins will and without 
legal authoiity is assault to detain 


him without legal sanction constitutes 
false imprisonment Against both 
these offences the citizen has the 
right of self defence and the courts 
have recognised this right 

In Lord Denning’s words, “It 
shouldmot be supposed that in laying 
down these principles, the judges 
have any desire to encourage citizens 
to resist lawful authority They do not 
Nor has that been their effect It is 
simply a question of balancing the 
conflicting interests Social sceuriiv 
requires that the police should have 
powei to make a lawful arrest, but 
individual freedom recjuin s that i 
man should have powei to lesisi an 
unlawful aiiost and if med be bv 
force ” 



fjiiig.ioii po/icc si.iiiim w/icK N k kirifih tv.is questioned 








If you were born before 1949 
read this advertisement fully 


9 out of 10 people over the age of 30 have falling hair 

...and don’t know it! 


If you are one of the 9, start today with 
Pure Silvikrin 

Run your comb vigorously through 
your hair. If any IcII-tak- hair comes olf 
on your comb, you suflcr from tailing 
hair. The time to act is now, befoie 
thinning hair shows up in your miiror 
Lack of vital ammo-acitls, the hair's 
natural food, leads to thinning, 
unhealthv, hair Unless this dctTciency 
is corrcc(c<l hair will conlinuc to fall 

That IS win you need to_ 

stait using Puic Silvikrin ,<r\ 
today 

What Pure SiUikrin ; 

contains. . .j/ -’ " 

I. A (Ifojy of Pure Silvikrin ■ , - 
nia^nijicil I''' 

Puie Silvikrin is a unique 'm- 

combination of 17 amino- 

acids that make up the ^ _ 


body’s supply of natural hair 
requirements. 

How Pure Silvikrin works. 

2 Pcncfratiiii' action. 

Thoroughly massage Pure Silvikiin into 
the scalp, to help it reach hair roots 
Pure Silvikrin’s scientirically researched 
foimula now goes into action, bunging 
hair growth back to its healthy 
condition Use Pure 
Silvikrin every day, " 

twice a day, until || 
your hair returns 
to normal 


Pure 

Silvikrin 











XARIETY 




Beginning August 3 

This week the Sun and the Rahu are in Cancer .Jupiter alone is inLeo,Saturn and Mars are conjoined in Virgo Uranus is in 
jiibra, Neptune is inScorpio, Kethu ts mCapncom,Mercury and Venus are conjoined in Gemini The Moon will be moving 
through Taurus, Gemini and Cancer from Aries 


/rrs. ARIES (March 21—April 
20) A fair degree of hap- 
I „ ^ piness and good fortune 
I > iV ' 'S Those 

in business should exer¬ 
cise caution Avoid speculation and 
show restraint in personal matters 
Let your intuitions guide you but, at 
all costs do not indulge in exlrava 
gance Excessive optimism may 
also prove harmful to you Take care 
in conserving your resources and 
neither lend nor borrow Good 
dates. 4 6 7 and 9 Lucky numbers' 4, 
7 and 6 Favourable direction West 

TAURUS (April 21—May 

\ 22) Take care in settling 

your debts Business 
, i *' deals might prove diffi¬ 
cult to materialise An 
elder person is likely to cause you 
some anxiety and trouble unless you 
act tactfully There are also chances 
of misunderstanding between part¬ 
ners but no cause for undue alarm 
This week is on the whole good for 
personal matters and romance 
Good dates 4 5, 6 and 8 Lucky 
numbers 1 3 and 7 Favourable 
direction South 


<rr GEMINI (May 2a-June 

very busy week 
0 ’ A You will now reap the 
’' M rewards of your past en¬ 
deavours Be patient in 
your dealings with your employer 
and also those in authority Avoid 
extravagance You will benefit from 
either a secret association or some 
information which you receive from 
an unknown source Good dates' 3, 
6 and 7 Lucky numbers: 1,10 and 11 
Favourable direction South-west 


f.f CANCER (June 22—July 

22) Beware of deception 
and be on your guard 
' 1 against any attempt by 
your friends to deceive 
you Do not take any important 
decisions this week and make no 
important changes in plans unless it 
IS very necessary No new undertak¬ 
ing should be planned These mea¬ 
sures should help in bridging good 
fortune and happiness to you Follow 
your hunches and take advantage of 
any favourable influence Good 
dates: 5.6 8 and 9. Lucky numbers: 6, 
3 and 9^ Favourable directloo: West 


' 'A , LEO (July 23—August 22) 
Be content with slow 
’ ry^f ' progress Try and meet 
f irrisE' delays and obstacles in 
business matters with 
patience and tact You will face 
financial difficulties but at the same 
time your love affairs and domestic 
life are well signified Guard against 
the risk of losing a dear friend Good 
dates. 6 7 8 and 9 Lucky numbers. 2 
7 and 8 Favourable direction South¬ 
east 

i a VIRGO (August 23—Sep- 
i tember 22) Relationships 
V , in the domestic front will 
' be strained Be careful 
in your dealings with 
members of the .opposite sex Old 
friends may come to your help and 
this being so, you will stand to gam 
in business matters Try and change 
your outlook in financial matters Do 
not take unnecessary risks This 
week IS good for romance though a 
certain measure of caution is 
advised in this matter Good dates. 5. 
7 8 and 9 Lucky numbers' 9 10 and 
12 Favourable direction North 

^ LIBRA (September 23— 

, , October 22) You have 

excellent opportunities 
, J .. 1 ,; to expand your business 
and improve your finan¬ 
cial position this week Do not be 
afraid of relying on your partners in 
business matters Take every oppor¬ 
tunity that comes your way You will 
be benefitted by an a elder member 
of your family Do not be dishear 
tened by an illness in the family A 
happy romance is probable Good 
dates. 3 4 6 and 8 Lucky numbers 5 
3 and 9 Favourable direction' East 

^ SCORPIO (October 23- 
November 21) Outstand- 
ing success IS assured if 
'' ^ E i you continue to concen¬ 
trate on your vocation 
You are aovised to be patient and 
also content with slow improvement 
in your financial condition Do not act 
hastily Guard against the illnesses 
of your family members Your social 
life will be happy as a result of which 
you will gain confidence in yourself 
and work Good dates' 3 5 7 and 8 
Lucky numbers: 4 2 and 1 Favourable 
dfrectlon; South 




W iV SAGITTARIUS (November 
22— December 22) Your 
prospects are quite 
'V favourable this week, 
particularly for business 
social activities and speculative in¬ 
vestments You will benefit from an 
unexpected journey or from the 
cooperation of an elder relative Be 
careful of a particularly close friend 
A letter should bring good tidings for 
you Good dates: 3, 4. 6 and 9 Lucky 
numbers: 2. 4 and 7 Favourable 
direction: North-east 

CAPRICORN (December 
'b I / . 23— January 20) A sud- 
fi den turn of the wheels of 
V ' ^ fortune will restore to 
your confidence But be¬ 
ware of optimism You will be in¬ 
volved in a love affair Once again, 
exercise caution and restrain in this 
matter You will also have to be 
tolerant of your elders, particularly 
those of your family Do not be 
extravagant Good dates: 4, 6 7 and 
9 Lucky numbers: 1, 8 and 10 
Favourable direction' South 


AQUARIUS (January 21— 
i .Ya, i February 19) You will be 
I L benefitted this week by 
, ‘ art or literature or music 

or a member of the fair 
sex A secret matter or association 
will also turn to your advantage Rely 
on your intuitions and also on an 
eldei friend to give you good coun¬ 
sel Do not pursue matrimonial 
negotiations this week Good dates: 
3 4 6 and 8 Lucky numbers; 3,9 and 
10 Favourable direction: West 


^ PISCES (February 20— 
March 20) A week of 
steady and. occasional- 
n ly. rapid progress is 

foreseen You will gam 
through property matters or insur¬ 
ance policies or, at least have the 
opportunity to do so Your intuitions 
will prove reliable especially in a love 
affair Conserve your energies and 
resources Your domestic front will 
be good A promotion or improve¬ 
ment IS likely towards the end of the 
week Good dates; 3. 4 5 and 7 
Lucky numbers 1 7 and 9 Favourable 
directions : West and North 

M B RAMAN 
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"Are the/e pillouico/e/ 

from neuj Great?" 

''no.theyreffom ZiromQl. ' 

Douu/top ploying ujit;h.my eor." 





.VARIETY 



chess 


bridge 


stamps 



This would seem a good time to try to 
predict the ctiallenger for the 1981 World 
Championship eight candidates are 
Adioran Hubner Korchnoi Petrosian 
Polugaevsfcy Porlisch Spassky Til 

Only two out of eight m this kno< jut 
series will be under 40 (Hubner and Ailor 
lan) which suggests either that they don t 
^ make em like they used t5 or (as I suspect) 
' that at the highest levels talent alone is not 
an adequate substitute lor experience 
Whatever the reason the chances are that 
Karpov once again will be thallenged by 
someone almost old enough to bo his 
father 

The favourites for this honour must be Tal 
and Korchnoi Their play has proved them 
to be in a class above the rest with the 
possible exception of Spassky but does he 
still have the motivation'> Portisch and 
Polugaevsky rely too heavily on their excel 
lent Iheoteliral iieparation which in match 
play can be n-'utralised Hubner has great 
talent but his temperament is suspect 
which leaves Petrosian the enigma of the 
field Petrosian s prospects can be com 
pared to those ot the driver of a Centurion 
lank who finds himself lined up on the grio 
for a Formula I Grand Piix II is almost 
int oncoivable that he could win himsell yel 
he IS capable of stopping almost anybody 
F who happens to cro^s his path 

So my vole goes to Tal or Korchnoi 
providing they steer well clear ol Petrosian 

give an example of the old Centurion in 
action 


White T Petrosian (USSR) Bl ick L Bron 
stein (Argentina) 

Interzonal Rio de Janeiro 1979 Grunfeld 
Defence 

1 P-04. H—KB3, 2 P-OB4, P—KN3, 3 
H-aB3,P-04.4 N-B3.B—M2,5 0~M3, 
PxP, 8 QxP. 0-0, 7 P—K4, P—B37I 
QIack s most reliable system here is Smys 
levs 7 B-N5 followed by KN—02 
8 B—K2, P—QN4. g O—N3, O—R4, 10 
0-02. P-NS, It N—M, NxP. 12 SiP. 
O—02, Black has disarmed White s pawn 
centre but only at the cost ot irreparable 
damage to his own queenside 

13 O—O, N—03 14 B«Nt To lake com 
plate control of the OB5 squar* Petrosian 
has very good leel for play a^mst weak 
pawns or squares 


14 8x0, 15 KR-K1, N—03, 18. 

OH—81, OR—N1, 17 0—03, N—04, 18 
N—05, 0-01. 18 P-OM3. 0-01: 20. 
R(B1)—Ol, O—04; 21 0-^4.0—03,22 
0—8S. R—HI, 23 0^01, H-KR4: 24. 
N—KS. H—H6,25 P—03, N~B4,26.0-03 
White has manoeuvred all hm pieces to their 
best squares and the Black position now 
immediately falls to pieces 


28. 0-01, 27 NxQBP, 0-02; 28 

0xPf I Resigns For after 26 SxH 22 

r M-05or28 NxN 29 BxN 8x0, 30 
H-0^ QxO 3t Nx8-kandRi(Q While 
emerges two pawns to the good still with 
much the better position 



When a reader sends me a hand from play, 
It IS sometimes hard to tell whether the deal 
actually occurred or whether the narrator 
has emb&'ltshed the story to make it more 
interesting or perhaps to enhanew his own 
part in it 


However objective truth is not alt that 
impoitant if the hand itself is ot interest go 
hers s a good story - whether or not you 
choose tn believe it 


Dealer North Game al 


« AK0765 

» 9 
♦ 5 

« A 6 S 4 T 


« J tU 9 8 2 
W A Q T 

♦ J 6 

* to 7 2 


N 

W E 
S 


« 4 3 

¥ 5 

a 09 8 7 4 
« K O J 9 8 


4i 

*KJ to 87642 
a A K to 3 2 

* - 


The bidding was understandable aven if 
not commendable 


SOUTH WfSt NORTH EAST 

— 4* No 

d¥ dble No No 

No 


Any advance in a new so t over a pre-empt 
IS normally Mnsidered forcing On that 
basis West s double was prematura but ol 
course it was not certain that North would 
conbnue West made a good lead againat 
Give Hearts doubled - tite Ace of trumps 
enabling him to sea the table before ptarv 
ning his defence 

Froia this point onwards it was a eaaa ol 
After you. Claud Watt and South ware lUcs 
two people insisting that the other go lirsi 
through an open door South made the hrst 
gesture when he played the 4 ol hearts 
retaitHna the 2 

West coul^ sea that the only hope was to 
play for tricks In diamonds At IrfcK 2 ha lad 
the a J South won and played off the King 
of hArts 

No. thank you said Wsst in eHaoi. drop¬ 
ping the Queen fto had worked out that If 
declarer held a black card ha would be able 
to enter dummy and obtain suhtciant die- 
cards Tha delanoa was to lock hkn In hit 
Own hand, with losing diamonds 

Reading West s intentions. Souft eashad 
tha King of diamonds and exited wHh tha 2 
of hearts West was obtiged now to glue 
dummy the lead in spades or dubs 

Or so tha story goes * 




An Fssex reader recently asked whether the 
spelling Nontc on a Norwegian stamp in his 
collection was a printer s error since the 
country s name is normally spelt as hoase 
The answer is that unnra is not an error It is 
the spelling used in Nynorsk (neo 
Norwegian) a form of the language devel 
oped trom Old Norse and intended to 
replace the Danish Norwegian language 
after Norway s links with Denmark ended in 
1814 One of the advocates ol Nynorsk was 
Ihe aidpor Arne Garborg and the name 
NURe* 'ras first used on stamps issued m 
1951 to mark Ihe centenary ol his birth 
Since then it has occasionally been used on 
other issues including the 1977 series pub¬ 
licising Ihe Norwegian fishing industry 

C W HILL 


qui7 



QUESTIONS 

1 Apart from a duplication of the 
word, What IS an Indicator indicator? 

2 Kendo evolved from Kenjutsu, 
the technique of fighting in which 
medieval knights were skilled What 
IS kendo‘7 

3 Face-off is a term frequently 
used in ice hockey What does it 
mean? 
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I’AINA A ciitulai asking iht polict 
to Heat ihifvfs as 'Sadhus' and be 
have properly vsith them was alleged 
ly ciiiulatod by the preyioii< Janata 
Party (atvcrnmtnt Hits was itvealed 
by a ('ongiess (I) member Mi Laksh 
man Kai while partiLipatmg in a de 
bate on the getietal budget in the 
Bihai Asm inblv today (July S) Ml Rai 
said that wlu ii he asked a polite 
inspetloi duiing the Janata Patty 
tegime 'why don’t you arrest a thief, 
the polite inspettoi inlormed him 
th.it Jie had ii'ti ived a tiitular by tlie 
Government asking them to treat 
thityes as sadhtis and behave with 
them propelly —Induin N^uion (Sabi 
ha A/am, Gaya, Bihai) 

1)1 RABAD I'olitt beat the polite 
III Andhia the othei day whith the 
authoiities haye destiibetJ as a 
“iiagi dy ot tiioi” I his happened on 
June 8, at 1 Ikiiithy yillage m Waian 
gtil distiitt, wlieie the State’s spetial 
aimtd point had been tamping to 
tiatk tiown estieinists said to have 
bten attive in the aiea An assistant 
sub inspettoi of polite B Raghii 
pathi posted at Waiangal, tame on 
Itayt with his family to I Ikuithy to 
mtel his inlaws who had oiganised 
sonit family hmttioii Amid gaiety 
and laiif.iit of th« funtiioii, a politi 
tian living in the village suspetted 
the point olinti to bt an extiemist 
and lilt flint tion as an organised luse 
Ihe politnian at onte lan to the tamp 
of spetial aiiind polne and reported 
in utter panit how an “eviitmist” had 
smuggled hiiiisilf mto ihe tillage to 
the full hospiialiiv ot tin yillagers A 
posse ot armed point iiitn rushed to 
the tillage and iliaggi d iln assistant 
sub inspettoi to tht lainii where he 
tvas allegedly lieaten teiy badly His 
entieaty that he was a point offiter 
from Warangal proved ot no avail — 
rhe Hiiutuslftn fimes(l) Viswanadha 
Rao. Rourkela) 

HYDI.RABAl) Sinte the past two 
months Iheit have been unwanted 
guests at tttiy wetiding taking plate 
at the mairiagt hall at Malakpet in 
tht titv they aie the polite Last 


j I /I r HO for tht f nl y qiv» n first 


wtik a Nikah teremoiiy was held up 
toi ovti two houis by tht pieseiite of 
thest unwanitd guests Ihe reason 
loi lilt polne being pteseiil at every 
w< ddmg IS giytii thus A Ka/i X has 
bull soleiniiismg maiiiages at the 
hall loi stntial yeais now Another 
Ka/i Y aiiiytd at iht hall six months 
batk, tlaimiiig that lit w<is authorised 
by the duel Ka/i ot Qila Mohammed 
nagar to ptiloini ifnse dutns Ka/i Y 
luithei toiittnded that the Wakf 
Boaid had issued a teitilnate stating 
that Ka/i \ was not peimilted to 
pel lot m maiiiages in the aitsi Ka/i X 
lodged a tomplainl with the Chadei 
ghat polite station I he sub iiispettor 
ot that station sought ilaiifiiation 
fiom the W.ikl Boaid as to who was 
iht aitual Ka/i in thaige of tin hall | 
Ihe Board tailed to tlaiify So suite 
Apiil last, Ka/i X has been seeking 
polite piouttion every time he visits 
the hall Whenevei any yvedding takes 
plate, the btidtgioom’s people invite 
the Ka/i to tome and petfoim tht 
Nikah But somehow, both the Ka/is 
manage to g,et invited and the trouble 
stalls, residents ot that locality say 
Mente the presence ot the polite— 
Indhin 1 y/wtss (P V Siyakumar, 
Hyderabad) 

NhW Ul 1 HI The Ganga’s water is 
pure and nothing tould pollute it, Mr 
A P Shaima, Union Minister for 
loin ism and Civil Aviation, told the 
Rajya SaJiha today (July 1) during 
(juestion hour 1 he Miiiistei made this 
statement when Mr Rameshwai Singh 
(Lok Dal) asked a supplementary re¬ 
garding steps the Goveinment prop 
used to take to keep the water of the 
CJanga in Varanasi tlean as it was 
polluted When the member wanted 
to tepeat this question, the Chairman 
told the Mmistei that the Ganga wa¬ 
ter might be pure or sacred but what 
about othei tilth getting mixed with 
It Undaunted, Mr Sharma said that 
theie was a philosophy behind the 
purity of the Ganga water and Mr 
Singh must understand it “Nothing 
tan pollute the water of the holy 
Ganga, it purifies everything which 
mingles into it”, he said —The Sfafes- 
man (Mrs Celine Mathias, Jam¬ 
shedpur) 

CALC’UIIA A colleague is in the 
habit of diopping a few paise tn the 
bowl ot a disabled beggai boy at rhe 
busstop on his way to work every day. 
One day he left his wallet behind and 
not wanting to walk back home to gel 
It, touched the boy for fifty paise 
which the latter readily gave— The 
Suttesman (S Geetha, Calcutta) 


Without comment 


I HI possihiliiv ot my loimngthe 
( ongiess tills as i emote as that 
(it Mts(>andhi loiniiig the Janata 
Patty—Chaiidia Shekhai quoted 
in the /irries ot Indio 

IHPSP days the Pie>s is tiyinglo 
pioye that I am a lunatic, I dunk 
too much and that I shout at my 
stall Bui no one has ti ted to In mg 
to light (he fact that 1 am a 
conscientious ysoikti — PC Seilii 
iiiiciyiewcd in ,Siiiy.i 

I Hi leaclei ot an uiuleigiouiid 
movement is a yeiv loiicK m<m- 
I aldenga Ic.ichi ol the Mi/o Na 
lioiial hi out Intel y icwt cl m Con 


11 you aic liighit suptiamiii.iled 
and laniiot get even the Raiva 
*sal)ha nominiil Hill you aie 
ollcicif the goy c I not ship— 
Bhupesh Gupta. MP 

IHiV say then is easy iiioiu \ is 
the tllni iiulnsliy I c.iil pioyc 
that th^ How IS c.isu i iii politics- 
Naigis Diitl, MP, c|uoicd m //ns 
/ Ol tnmlit 

I think K.ik.i (Raiesh Kh.iima) is 
going mad and unless h< pulls 
hiiiiselt up I wish him ivell Init I 
have had enough -Dimple Kapa 
dia rpioled in Itiikciii/ 

Wl giew up logc tliei I’yc known 
him since we weie that high (two 
I eel liom the gioundl He did 
lend to gel a little lash at times— 
Ainitahh Bachchaii on ,San|<u 
Gandhi 

CAR ILR IS trying to intimidate <i 
nation yeaiiimg toi maityidom 
We pietei to iide donkeys, liyft in 
cine, miseiy but ni'ver again to 
become enslaved uniler US domi- 
n.iiion—Ayatollah Khumeni 

I want to help rescue the puoi 
miioceni Ugandans—Idi Amin in 
ten lowed by \he BBC 

I HI HI comes a time when one 
wants to look in a mirror and see 
something- djtfeient—Mike 
Bieailey after shaving off his 
heaid 

AS fai as his speech gt>es, some¬ 
times he ts iust plain layy—Vero¬ 
nica Ali'on her husband, Muham¬ 
mad All 
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**We now have two good things 
of Ufe^hut don't quite know 
what to do with the second one**. 


"When we got married both of us being 
music lovers we felt we must have one •’tereo 
set So the wedd.n j gift money we put in a 
special scheme for 5 ytdi An 1 a yeir after 
that we put in a substantial sum he earned on 
commission on the same scheme on a ten-year 
term The first scheme matured and we bough’ 
our stereo Last year the second one matured 
and we bought a second hand car So we now 
have two good things of life —but don t quite 
know what to do with the second one—with 
the price of petiol being what it is today!' 

Ban.fit by Mrs Pasha's azptti.ncs 

Take the initiative like Mrs Pasha See the 
Branch Manager of your nearest Indian Bank 
the best person to advise you 

*Tho udentihes of the persona have been deliberately 
concealed for the sake of secrecy 



Indian Bank 

(A Govt of India Enterprise) 


-says Mrs. Pasha,* Librarian. 

Accouni holder, Hyderabad Branch. 

A true story on how you too can build up 
your fortune like Mrs. Pasha 
on Indian Bank’s Reinvestment Plan. 


Helps build 
your fortune 

m 
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PROMISES TO KEEP ONLY TWO WILLING JUST FRIENDS 


ON 2b June three days after 
Sanjay Oandhi’s death, Mrs Gan¬ 
dhi issued a note to all her 
Cdhiiier colleagues exhorting 
them to ensute that the promises 
made in the election manifesto of 
the Congiess (I) were im¬ 
plemented She drew the Minis¬ 
ters’ attention to her earlier note, 
dated 28 Januaiy, in which she 
had asked them to ensure speedy 
implementation of the manifesto, 
and regretted that they had done 
little to carry out the directive 
She, therefore, has directed ail 
Ministers to prepare monthly le- 
ports on the progress made in this 
dirertionand submit them to her 
secretariat bV the first week of 
each month With Saniay gone, 
her secretariat will assume a new 
importance While R K Dhawan 
IS obviously a powerful man at 
the Prime Minister’s house, the 
man to be watched at the South 
Block is V S Fripathi, a joint 
secretary in the PM’s secretariat, 
who had formerly served as spe 
cidl assistant of Vidya Chaian 
Shukla and was lecently inducted 
into the PM’s staff after a brief 1 
stint in the Defence Ministry 1 



Chandra Shekhar 


DR Karan Singh and his wife 
were seen to be very active in¬ 
deed at the funeral of Sanjay 
Gandhi, giving rise to reports 
about his strenuous efforts to join 
the Congress (I) With Mrs Gan¬ 
dhi’s relationship with Sheikh 
Abdullah going sour, the chances 
of the foi liter Maharaja gaining 
an entry into the ruling Party 
have brightened Mrs Gandhi is 
reportedly keen on getting three 
former Partymen back—Chandra 
Shekhar, Sharad Pawar and Dr 
Karan Singh While Chandra 
Shekhar turned down her over¬ 
tures outright, the other two are 
willing. It IS learnt 


FALL OUT 


THt two Congress (1) stalwarts in 
Gujarat. Chief Minister Madhav 
Singh Solanki and Union Munster 
of State for Home. Yogendra 
Makwana, have fallen out It may 
be recalled that at one stage 
Makwana was tipped to be the 
Chief Minister and perhaps in 
anticipation his wife contested 
and won an Assembly seat But 
when the high command decided 
to entrust the affairs of Guiarat to 
the pradesh Party chief, Solanki, 
Makwana insisted 111.11 his wife be 
included in the State Cabinet He 
IS reported to have gone up to Mrs 
Gandhi with a request to this 
effect, but the outcome of the 
meeting, though not disappoint¬ 
ing, was not immediately fruitful 
The non-inclusion of Mrs Makwa¬ 
na in the Solanki team has led to 
a serious nft in the Gujarat Con¬ 
gress (I), though some Gujarat 
watchers trace the rivalry be¬ 
tween Solanki and Makwana to 
the fact that Solanki’s in-laws 



Yogendra Makwana 


belong to the same dis'trict as Mrs 
Makwana and there has been a 
clash of political interests for 
some time 


THE last interview granted by 
Sanjay Gandhi to the n;agazine 
his wife edits, Surya India, has 
two interesting references to his 
associates, Kamal Nath and Jag- 
dish Tytler When asked whether 
It was true that he consulted 
Kamal Nath before taking any 
decision, Sanjay replied. he is 
a frien d of mine though 1 do not 

Kamal N.iih 



Jagdish Tvtier 

....1 . .. 

consult him any more than I con¬ 
sult my other friends or anybody 
else regarding decisions Usually, 
I do not consult him at all ” Asked 
if Jagdish Tytler had been en¬ 
trusted with the task of screening 
visitors at the PM’s house, Sanjay 
said “No Jagdish has his own 
work and is very busy working for 
the people in his constituency. 
People who have nothing better 
to do concoct rumours ” 

D E NIZAMUDDIN 










Banking at 10 

Surprise your child with 
his own savings account 
which he can operate. 

Drop in at Bank of Baroda 
—and bring your child 
along with you. 

We know growing up is 
a special time. A time 
that will shape your 

child's destiny... and the ‘ 

future course of his life. 

That's why we help your 
child to open his own 
Minors' Savings Account 
—with as little as Rs. 5. 

An account he can 
operate for himself when 
he turns ten. 



y MBankofBarodavveknowgrowingupisaspecialtirne. 
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Sunday Weekly 27 July 1980 
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For that troubled throat 
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UnOR FRESH SPICE TAU] 
lURDR FRESH SPICE AFTER SHAVE 
HGICR FRESH SPICE COICGNE ^ 
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ORIQNAL 


ft with the manly Fresh Spice perfume, 
ipeoiaily formulated to complement 
ich other. Unmistakably individual. 

)r a man like you, the entire collection. 
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Your own private computer 

* 

(* Packing 6 Postage—Hs. SI- extra) 

MAN0RAMA YEAR book 1980 

Now' Keep track of what's going on 
around the world with the new 
Malaysia Manorama Year Book—1980. 

It's your indispensable mernory bank for 
instant information on topics from 
Science to Philosophy to the galaxies of 
outer space 


Now availiblo at ail loading bookstalls 

A prestige publication of 
MALAYALA MANORAMA 

Kerala s largest at' ulated daily, published 
simultaneously from Kottayam. Calicut and 
Cochin 90th year of publication 
Circulation over b lakh copies a day. 

Readership over 70 lakhs Lowest mille-rato 



forRs.20/-O''*y 
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it The realms of 
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defined in easy- 
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Any 3 LPs for Rs 106 from a 
fabulous HMV selection of 81 LPs 
by ten of the greatest artistes 
of our times!! 


Here it comes—HMV's grand 
parade of stars i 

The best of Lata Mangeshkar, Asha 
Bhosle, Kishoie Kumar, Mukesh, 

Manna Dey MoIhJ Rafi Hernant Kumar, 
Talat Mahmood Vani Jairam and 
Mahendra Kafioor A unique selection 
of 81 HMV LPs ini ludiiiy 1 new 
releases covennq hiedi film rompilations 
qeets qha/a's devfU'oi al rnu->i( live 
concert rer oidincjs Rabindia Sanqeet 
and mf)dern songs 


Pick any 3 LPs from this 
^(t^^l^fantastic range for Rs 106— 
and save Rs 22' 


Offer open at 
HMV dealers 

"^Plus taxes 


His Masters Voice 

Great artistes Great music. 



Now lay a firm foundation 
for your small scale unit 

with an Equity Loan from 

State Bank of India FREE OF INTEREST 


repayable in 14 years. 



Now our assistance to your small scale unit can start 
even before your unit doesi Our Equity Fund Scheme 
provides you with anything between Rs 5,000 and 
Rs 50,000 as equity assistance So you don't have 
to raise the entire capital on your own —if you can t 
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Excellent, but... 


T he 29 June issue ol Sund.i\ is niie tn 
be pieserved foi its extensive tepoi 
tage on Sanjav (>aiidhi i''I)i stinv’s iiiiel 
ty”).Memiiries, idteful .in.il\sis .ind spe 
culatiun tin the tiitine ot Indian politiLS 
and, above all, the pit tints tomijens.iied 
for the delay in publiiation Vet, theie is 
one painful omission noiiiiiig was wiit 
ten about Sanjay’s umipaiiion in death, 
Capt Siibhas Saxeiia 
Chinmov Hold. Kdi,tnii,i. Onssa 

CAP! SAXENA’s loss is also as grievous 
and It reparable to his mother, wife, 
infant son and host of lelatives as San- 
jay’s IS to his family 
Pradip Choudhiirv. IMitp.ipiii 

IN THE absente ot then mentoi, it would 
be worth seeing how, and in what diiec 
non, the energies of Indian youth will be 
ehannelised WTihoiit Saniav, Indian 


Great, in brief 

K HLISHWANI SlNllH paid a fitting 
tribute to the Lite Sanpit (jandhi Mi 
Gandhi was a trulv a iKn,iiiii< peisonal 
ity Most of the persons who desi ribe him 
as “hotheaded and iinp'Uious'’ aie 
either disgruntled p'.liti, u - p, .pL 
who have not nad I'o ',1 > I'o, >„ 
meet Sanjav (landln I met lii.o n \e \ 
Delhi along with some s.u( m/hLi s eid 
panches on the eve ol tin stall as^uuLl, 
elections fm a iiekci I lound in Itiiii .i 
leader of vaiioiis (|ualilies, and tin one. 
hope tor India in the near fiituie Kii.eh 
want Singh iighth desrnbed Into .i' 
“bievity peisonified" 

Ndnmlfi Sidhu Bhdiind.i. I’unuh 
I featura ot a tonrwi Ml’m pnh'u 
Rdjesh C Sinhj, Dut/japui 

WHEN Mr V K Kiishii i Mi non iln I 
Khushwant Singh wiote an aitiile ih.it 
was full of abuse 'M'oii Mt Saiioii 

r 


politKs will be pool el 
Parrha I’lalim Banerji. Howidh 

nil, void Healed by Sanjav’s death will 
be veiv diffniili to fill Afli r leading all 
the ai titles and seeing the pictuies I 
agiiee with Khushwant Singh that “San 
lay (Lindhi was the man ot a thousand 
toinoi low, ” 

Biiitiil Hlidi.ili, Mddluihdiu 

SAN|A\ (.ANUllI, the “Emergeiirv 
baliv" was not in the noimal snse an 
outstanding personalitv in Indian poll 
tits t)t tourse, he was a member of the 
Nehiii tarnilv, to whom India is almost 
jiiivate ptoperty (This vety fact 
ai counted for his extraconstitutional 
powei and auihoiilv That All India 
Kadio devoted to him, on the day ot his 
death, almost the lull IS minutes of its 
nine o’cloik English news bulletin and 
llie “Spotlight" progiamme, shows the 
status he possessed I would not be 
suipiised it Rajiv (landhi also entered 
politiis Saniav’s death can only be a 
(H'lsonal loss to Mis (Lindhi 
\'ild\dkuindi V (!. CdUuttd 

A (.01.1) MEDAL to (' M Stephen lot 
sycophancy Imagine pulling Saiiiav 
t.andhi on the same level as iesiis (Tii isi' 
Aii/iia (.’ra/iad<fso(i, R.irig.i/ore 

t MSIKPHEN went to the extent ot 
I'omparing Sanjav with lesus Chiisi, Ale- 
xancter the (beat, Ttpu Sultan and Vive 
kananda. saving that like him, they all 
died at the age of Swami Vivekanan- 
da died at the age ot 19 and not El While 
Vivekaiianda went abioad, earned a 
name for the countty, and established 
the Ramkitshna Mission which cares foi 
the welfare of millions today, Sanjay’s 
achievements were mainly the bulldoz 
ing of slums, leaving thousands home 
less, forcible stettlisation of thousands of 
young men and women, the Maruti affair 
and bringing down the Janata govern¬ 
ment 

Chdndrd Kdnl Shdiwa, Cdkulta 


('.andht died, he wiote one tull of admira¬ 
tion Perhaps the teason is that the late 
Krishna Menon neiei made Mr Singh an 
Ml’ 01 even an editoi 
K K Mabali, Cannanniv 

IHF aiticle “A meteoric life” (29 June) 
has staled that on the moiningof 23 June 
\ iren Anand, Maneka Gandhi’s brother, 
rould not accompany Sanjay Gandhi on 
the fatal flight because he had another 
appmntment But in “Glimpses" on page 
.’H of the same issue it is stated that 
■Viien peached late because his break- 
t.ist was served late” Is this not contra- 
iIk lory'-' 

lidnjjn Kumar Das, Cuttack 

Why could you not cover the death of our 
ex-President V V Gin on 24 June 1980 
in the same issue which contained the 
reports on the death of Sanjay Gandhi 
who met his end on 23 June? 

S Dutta. Agartala 


Clairvoyant? 

S ANJAY GANDHI died on 23 June and 
you have published an article on his 
tragic death in your 15 June issue. Any¬ 
one who does not read Sunday regularly 
or a reader abroad will be stunned. How 
can anyone come out with a report on 
somebody’s death when the actual depth 
took place a week later? 

Chandan Stnha Ray, Barrackpore, West 
Bengal 

Editor replies. We explained that due 
to delayed printing we were able to 
include the news of Mr Sanjay Gan¬ 
dhi's death 


Vivid account 

T he author of "An eyewitness 
.moiiiii" (29 june) though anony¬ 
mous, deserves profound appteciation 
toi his cusp on the spot at count of San 
lav’s death Ihe description of Mrs Gan 
dill’s giict was heatlreriding It was as 
though the leadei was waiihing the 
iiuulent toi liimselt 
S I'enfcates.ni, Afatbas 


Rajiv will succeed 

I Rt-AD lEiiiiii .Seiigupla’s analysis of 
“I’oliiiis .itier Saiiiav" (29 |une) Ihe 
mam pioblem beloie the country and the 
Congress! I) is who aflet Mrs Gandhi 
would be able to take up the reins of the 
Patty and the countty, unite north and 
south and carry forward the legaiv of the 
Nehms No one othei than Mr Rajiv 
Gandhi can do this His indiffeience to 
politics, in spite of being born and 
bi ought up in a family of Piime Minis¬ 
ters, IS a peculiar case of self-restraint 
whiih IS rare among the piogeiiy of 
politicians 

Chandra Nath Misra, Unnao 

Arrest 

deforestation 

I READ the rejoinder “Jungle bungle” 
(Opinion, 15 June) bv Mr C B Mohanty, 
joint secretary, Orissa Forest Service 
Association, with respect to an aiticle 
entitled “Save Orissa's forests” (6 April) 
by Amarendra Bose Mr Mohanty’s letter 
sidetracks the real issue and seems to 
divert attention from the real danger 
facing Similipal, one of the finest forest 
sanctuaries in the country The way in 
which the forest has been denuded for 
the last three decades aftef Independ¬ 
ence by forest contractors for the sake of 
revenue, as well as by clandestine timber 
traders has become a cause for concern 
As legards the racket exposed by Mr 
Bose's aiticle, the State Vigilance Organ¬ 
isation has initiated inquiries and some 
finest officials have already been placed' 
under suspension Similipal should be 
piotected tor at least five years 
K Dash, President. Kate Plants Protec¬ 
tion Society, Mayurbhanj, Orissa 




A question 

I RtthR to “The Mandat massacre” (1“; 

June) by M J Akbar Will the govern 
ment and politicians learn some lessons 
or not’ 

Ashok Kumjt Rti]bdnshi, Juipui 

WHILF almost all dailies tailed to bring 
out the tacts of the Mandai < arnage, Mr 
Akbur did a commendable job 
M M Menon, IVen Dflhi 

THANKS for your coveiagc ot thecas 
sdcrc Ihe incident clearly shows the 
animal hidden dc‘ep inside man 
K J Miikfth Kumjr A'agpo/ 

11 IS clear from your repot ts that firstly a 
long term plan was afoot to rouse the 
tiibals Secondly the state govetnment, 
despite Its populai chaiacter, tailed to 
gauge the pulse of the tiibals And lastly, 


Alien attitude 

M y ATIFNTION has been drawn to 
Shaikh Shahiahaii s letiei entitled 
r iction, not history ’ (t)piiiion n lunc i 
111 which he Cl iticist s Vlr I’latulla Kiimai 
Mahantd’s statement in an mitiview to 
Hattha Chattetjee ( 'No depoitalion no 
oil 4 Mas) about depottatioii of tore 
igiuis 1 am oiu with the fircbiancl 
AASU piesident when tu say ‘ The 
people who hoisted the I’akistani flag in 
19()'> in lilt t h II lands and whose names 
welt with the polite would be depoited 
fust ’ I unde I stand that tht pcopie who 
Svante d to make Ass irn into ‘Pakistan’ 
art lortign nationals in the sense that 
till \ n< ver for a iionn ni think about the 
all loiind deve lopmeni ot the slate — and 


Good and bad 

I N Ills interview with Aruna 
Vasudev (‘‘Art films can be com 
mertiails successful’, 1 June) the 
Ministci lor Inlormaiion and Broad 
casting Ml V P Satlie has stated that 
the National Film Destlopment Cor 
poidtion will be ‘an Oiganisation 
which can help the entire film world 
in eveiy aspect” Piesiimabfy, this 
means that state aid will be given 
even to soctally irresponsible films 
like Sholjy and biihddn Or will only 
such cinema which is both meaningful 
and commerciallv viable like the ex 
ample of Shdirkarabhardnam which 
the Ministei has cued be entitled to 
such aid’ Although the Minister has 
spoken at length on this subject he 
has not specilicallv stated that the 
NFDt will promote better cinema, 
whethei it is a big budget film for 
wider audiences oi a minority 
audience small film 

We strongly feel that the only 
justification tor government inieiven 
non in the cinema is that it should 
lead to the cinema’s quajitativc de 
veloprnent The gos eminent cannot 
be impartial in dealing with good 
cinema and bad cinema It must take 
sides with'good cinema In the nearly 
JO years since the Film fcnquiry Com 
mittce ot 1951 was set up. government 


the intelligence networks tailed to antici 
pate the carnage 
Sh\dmdl (hiptd, Burdfvdn 

FOLLOWINd Nnpcii Chakrabotiy’s fatal 
tactics in Iripura, the West Bengal (M 
Ml Isoti Basu IS trying to bring Jhar 
khand it dials into his Party by pairicipat 
mg in the ISOth anniversary of the 
Sanihal upiismg as if it weie a national 
event 

SNSbndpiiii CdJcuttd 

IN MANDAI the police forces once again 
proved their inability to protect the lives 
and pioptitv of the public 
A K kdiil At w Delhi 

IRIPURA should be cleaied of Bengalis 
and left for its own people, whether they 
ate tribals or otherwise Ihe latter’s 
iiiefutablt claim that they have lost 
ftieir soil to aliens should be recognised 
P I’ddmdiuibhdn t oiinbdtore 


should be deported first 
S Seiifiuptd, Dhuhii, Assam 

THOUSANDS of Bengalis have been in 
voivtd in the present movement Many 
died, a few of them playing a leading pan 
in the agitation So the movement is not 
anil Bengali It is more a protest against 
outsideis Ihe AASU is u humanitarian 
bods But It IS also responsible for the 
tiiPiic of the Assamese people It we do 
not tulfil out obligation to the public, 
pocreriiv Will blame us The people have 
lost faith in the political leaders They do 
not protest against the massive influx of 
foriegncis Ihe centre has habitually 
neglected us with regard to the fore 
igners’ impasse 

Mdnik Chandra Bmuah Ptolulla Harai 
ikd Sorogud Studinrs I’nit inb'tagar 



intervention at the central and state 
levels has brought about a new cine 
ma movement ot some si length and 
led to the creation of a fairly large 
number ol socially responsible films 
which are artistically valid To allow 
the ‘‘esiablishinenr” of the commer 
ci.il cinema to dominate governmen 
tal intervention will be to throw away 
all that has been achieved in the last 
three decades Any move which 
allows the profit mouse to lake prccc 
dence over the social good will be 
ftaughl with grave coiiseiiiiences for 
this most iiiflocniial mccliiim We feel 
that the piimats aim ot the Nl DC 
should be to spread sotialH resporisi 
ble cinema to as wide an .ludicnce as 
possible 

MSbdilnii \diiondl I Drum for Bvt 
let Ci/ic/iM Himihd\ 


Not underground 

H AVIN(» read “AASU ptepures foi 
battle" (8 June) by looshar Pandit, 1 
believe the author does not have a cor 
rect idea about the organisation of the 
Assam Jatiyatabadi Yuba Chatra 
Parisliad 1 would like to enlighten him 
about the National Guard which the. 
Paiishad oiganised Ihe National Guard 
(NGi IS in Assamese called the 
Jativarokhvi Bahinee and it was set up 
on 21 October 1979 by lecriiitmg youth 
from villages and (owns Its aim is not to 
dcsiiov but preserve peace Besides, it 
has been naming its members in physic¬ 
al and menial readiness to save and 
protect helpless people 1 he NG was not 
organised as an underground body It 
will have to help in the development of 
the economic social and cultural life of 
Assam 

Mdkhan ^ensowa Piesident, Assam 
Jaiiyatabadi \ iiba Chatra Parishad, Ttta- 
bar Assam 

Wrong 

association 

T OOSHAR PANDll in Mrs Gandhi’s 
velvet glove and mailed fist” (8 June) 
mischitvouslv >isso(iated the All Assam 
Tribal Pioicctioii Action Committee 
lAAIPACi with the APCCfl) and its 
chief I olii Doles Ihe AAIPAC was born 
on 4 Ma\ 1481) at Gauhati tribal rest 
house r,t the insiancdol educated tribal 
youth who had had bitiyr experiences of 
exploitation during the three long de¬ 
cades after Iiicicpt ndeiice Anv reference 
to the APtU(l) 1 olit Dole) and Mrs 
(>andhi would be a gross misrepresenta¬ 
tion ol the dspiiaiions of tribals under 
rhe banner ol the AAIPAC 
PK Musahan C,iniral Sesietary, All 
Assam Itibil Pmtt itiun Action Commit¬ 
tee (tdiihati 

Special 

correspondent 

A RF- vour correspondents aware of the 
tact that like film stars, they too have 
fans and admirers’ I, for instance, am an 
Udavan Shariha fan He seems to have a 
knac k of writing almost anything — even 
on subjects of crucial importance — with 
a skill rare among journalists 
Kumar Vinay Smghdeo, Patna 


Safe enough 

T his refers to Raiesh Verma’s com 
mc-nts undei the caption 'Lethal 
waste” (Opinion, 11 Ma\ ) According to 
the Health Physics Division ot the 
Khahha Atomic Reseaich (entre the 
radio.iLiivitv due to the accident which 
occuiieci on 14 Maich was miiiti below 
the permissible limit A studs <4 ilu ten 
scats the 1 arapur Atomic Power Rtactoi 
has been m opciatioii show that the 
ladialioii iisk for humaii Ik ngs in the 
village nearest to the n icon is veiv 
nearly tcpial to th e from a ■lo’-mal chest 
\ rav which cannot b,. considered 
dangetous can it' 

C Sekaian New l)t Ibi 





How did they meet? 
How did their 



relationship grow and 
blossom into marriage? 
A vital and fascinating 
chapter in the history 
of the Nehru Family 
and the life of 
Indira Gandhi by 
DOM MORAES. These 
exclusive extracts are 
from Mrs Gandhi 
published by Vikas 
Publishing House 
Pvt Ltd., price Rs 150‘ 





I some point <ir the end ol 
the 1920s or th( stdit of 
the 19i0s KamdU with .i 
number of othtr volun 
teers, was piekeiing a ool 
lege in Allahabad (t w-is a lolltge foi 
voung men, a number of whom wete 
seated on the outer wall laughing at 
the Congress workers The dav was 
sultry and unpleasant after a while 
Kamala’s stamina, faltering anyway 
failed her she collapsed on the pave 
ment in a faint The laughter on the 
wall stopped suddenly One of the 
young men seated there, in fact the 
leader, leapt down to help Kamala He 
fetched her water, and later took her 
back to Anand Bhavan He was a 
stocky boy with a ruddy complexion, 
who was often mistaken for an En 
glishman, but he was actually a Parsi 
and his name was Feroze Gandhi 
After that first day, he was a constant 
visitor to Anand Bhavan, where he was 
befriended by Jawaharlal and by In¬ 
dira His provenance was very diffe 
rent from that of the Nehrus He was 
from the lower middle class, the son of 
an officei* in the merchant navy, and 
hacLbeen born in Bombay m Septenv 
ber 1912 His parents lived in a Parsi 
colony in Khetwadi, a ramshackle part 
of the city, but when Fdroze was a 
little over two years old, the elder 
Gandhi sent his wife and children to 
live with his sister, Mrs Commissariat 
(another classical example of a Parsi 
name) in Allahabad There Feroze 
grew up He was a bright boy, skilful 
with his hands and interested in the 
world around him, though he was 
possessed of a somewhat perverse 
sense of humour which expressed it- 
self not only at the expense of his 

Indira' and Ferote at rheir "" 
wedding iij 1942 
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to haw; > 
jii'Caort of yooit^ai sister: 
roiAai^ iti the troubadour 


peer\ but the expense of his school 
master He placed live frogs and pi 
geons in their desks and set fireworks 
off under their chairs It is remark 
able, in view of these activities, that 
he remained not only unexpelled but 
popular 

When he fust met the Nehrus, he 
was eighteen or nineteen, an age at 
which young men tend to be attracted 
to women older than themselves, and 
there is no doubt that he was attracted 
to Kamala, though he may not have 
himself been aware of this Indira, in 
her very eaily teens, shy and very frail 
(until she was twenty, she never 
weighed more than a little over 5 
stone), seems to have been tieated by 
him, initially, as a sort of younger 
sister but his attitude towards Kamala 
was tumantic in the troubadour sense 
He wished to seive her as much as he 
could without tecompense and to 
wai ds [awaharlal he felt awe and 
levtience He started to become poll 
tically involved to volunteer for pick 
et duties and to couit arrest This 
alarmed his family and his mothei 
went to see (landhi to ask him to 
advise Feioze to continue his studies 
and abandon his political activities 

(jaiidhi was all foi maternal love, 
out in this case though benevolent he 
was also adamant Sistei ' he is sup 
posed to have said tome back and tell 
me anv harm comes to vour son If 1 
had seven boys like 1 etoze wot king for 
me J could win indcpc ndenc e in seven 
days In the India ot the futuic nobody 
will ask if he had a B A. or M A they 
will ask how inanv times vour son was 
impiisoned fot lus nationalist activi 
ties ’ This wa*^ lather cold comtoit lor 
the lady and sometime in 1911 I no/e 
wav sentenced to a year of impiison 
inent He was put into 1 aizabad jii ison 
which at that period was full ol nation 
dlist leadeis This incidcntallv, was a 
tactical error on the pait of the Biitish 
Since the nationalists were noimallv 
in the same piison they were able to 
talk to one annthei and deteimine 
policies for the futuie Separated, they 
could not have done so heio/e became 
something ot a leadei to the young 
political piisunets he initiated pro 
tests and fasts and in fact made him 
self a thorough nuisance to his gaolers 
He emerged, eveniually, trom piison, 
to find Kamala much worse in health 
and Indira nearly a young woman He 
himself had by this time passed the 
age of being attracted to oldei women, 
but he remained deyoted, amost tilial 
ly, to Kamala 

Between 1931 and 193*? fawaharlal 
was constantly in prison in fact he 
spent only six fnonths out ol it Dm ing 
this time Kamala’s condition deteiio 
rated so much that she had to be 
rushed to Bombav, then to Calcutta, 
for treatment In 1932, the vear after 
Menial’s death, his widow, hitheito an 
orthodox and pacific Hindu woman, 
became active in the nationalist move 
ment Outing the course of her activi' 
ties, while accompanying a procession 
in Allahabad, she was knuclced dovyn 
and repeatedly struck on the head in a 
pohcp charge She was an old woman. 


and had always been delicate, but 
luckily she was not badly hurt Gener 
ally speaking, however, the physical 
condition of the family in the early 
1930s was not very good, to say the 
least In 1933 came a new develop 
ment Teroze proposed to Indira, who 
refused him ‘I thought I was too 
young,’ she now says ‘And I wanted to 
continue my political work ’ Though 
still at school, she picketed shops and 
took part in processions T had lots of 
proposals None of them was for an 
arranged marriage I couldn’t have 
stood a man who wanted an arranged 
marriage ’ 

Jawaharlal was anxious, moreover, 
that she pursued her studies he was 
unsure that Feroze, who had no in 
come as such, was the ideal husband 
foi his daughter he may also have had 
a sense of possessiveness about her 
She was, at the time of the proposal, at 


a small school in Poona, not lai trom 
Bombay, the metropolis and seaport 
on the western coast of India A Mrs 
Vakil, who ran this establishment, savs 
that Indira 'willingly did hei share ot 
household chores and took a hand at 
keeping the school and the residential 
part of It clean and tidy She helped 
look after the younger children and 
also took a hand in tne school's cultu 
ral activities as well as in debating ’ In 
1933 she matriculated from this school 
and was sent to university at a place 
called Shantiniketan, ‘the abode of 
peace’, which was near Calcutta and 
some distance away from Feroze 

W HILE Indira was in Santiniketan, 
Feroze was moping in Allahabad 
and Jawaharlal was sitting distrai t^d 
Iv in prison, Kamala, whose matn com¬ 
fort was probably Feroze, had a severe 
attack of pleurisy- Her temperattire 




't had lots of proposals. None of them was for an arranged 
marriage: I couldn't have stood a man who wanted an arranged 
marriage.' 


huitltd upvvdid iiid sli) |r)und it haul 
to biiatlu (he dottoi'. now advutd 
that Karri da should ht inovtd to a 
saridtoiuiin in thi hills at a plate 
known is Khowah I hi aiiant’tmtnts 
wert madi Ont ot lit i attendant 
phvsKians Di Atal an limit of hits, 
oiftre'd to attoitipanv hti then It was 
letozewho in law thailal s absenie 
arranged the logisiiis Indira batk in 
Allahabad who packed riiiec sir 
vants imliiding a took went on this 
trip, and Kaniala was installed in the 
sanaioiiiini where hei condition 
failed to improve Bhowali was a fan 
way from Allahabad and a diffiiult 
place to reach involving numerous 
tram connections and tow.irds the ( ml 
of the trip switches to tar transpoit 
Nevertheless heiozt in the months 
that followed travellid to and from 
Bhowali constanth to st t what he 
could do to help It was a long tirni 
since he had sat on his c ollegc wall and 
laughed with his tiicmis at a sick 
woman Though lawahailal was still in 
prison Indiia came wlun she could 
and letters trom the Swanns who had 
initiited Kamala into spititual lite’ 
seemed to lomloit mi 

In Mav l‘H'> K iinala wiote to 
Abhavananda I have full coiitidenci 
in vour assuiami that lord Kiishiii 
will ajipi II to tnt but 1 wish to see him 
soon At tiims I fed that I invscit am 
Kiishna It h.is now he conic a pineticc 
with me to offer him whatev' I think 
oi do 1 fed the pic St nee ol Cod, onh 
I cannot see ind touch him I do not 
know when f will he able to place niv 
head it Ills leet 11 only he coiilcl 
appeal to me ’ What the agnostic 
lawaharlal thought ot all this is not 
known but one deeply doubts that he 
could have appioved 

Bhowali did nor help Kamala It was 
decided bv the doctors that as a last 
hope she could letiirn to I urope for 
treatment At about this rime, in 19^7 
Mrs Commissariat who had shared, in 
common with the icst ot the family, a 
disapproval of 1 1 ion s political activi 
ties decided to tmbaik on a last 
attempt at dissuasion She would pay, 
she said foi his educ ition in London 
This, trom her point ol view, served a 
dual purpose Not only would tt com 
plete Feroze’s tdueaiion and increase 
his earning potential but it would 
safely remove him (lom the theatic of 
political activity and the danger of 
prison She did not ic ahse why Lc ro/e 
took so readily to this proposal It was 
because he had been informed that 
Kamala and Indira were to leave tor 
Europe in Mav 193S He fully intended 
to be there with them, and this seemed 
the easiest way He did not aetually 
accompany them on the journey Dr 
Madan Atal, who had attended Kama 
la through her illness and taken her lO 
Bhowali, did this heroze went to the 
London School of Economics, and fiom 
Londo.n travelled frequently to Europe 
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to help Kani.ila who had been instal 
led at a s.uiatonum in Badenweiler, 
and piesumably to couit Indira, who 
was at a school in a plate called 
Cheziere^s which she hated because, 
she says a hoiiible woman tan it’ 
lawahailal was still in piison, and 
Kamala loiitlv most of the lime, be 
cainr woist and worse In September 
19IS lawahailal was released and in 
stantly flew to Badenweilei He stayed 
there ihiough the slush and time of a 
Imrd wintc i v isitiiig Kamala for some 
hours eveiy dav They talked quietly 
ol the past and sometimes of the 
fiiiuie that It was now clearly evident 
they would not share He tead to her, 
and energy seemed to flare back into 
her But it was a false dawn She was 
moved to a sanatorium neat Lausanne, 
and liidiia to het old school at Bex, a 
considerable lelitf after ( hezieres 
(he imptovcmciit in Kamala’^ tondi 
tion did not contine, and by February 
she was too ill to sit up in bed oi write 
He I doctors told Nehru that jt 
would only be a matter of time before 
he r exhausted system failed complete 
Iv He had to stay with her at the same 
time he could not detach himself tom 
plttely tiom politics He had to return 
o India He was toin between his wife 
.111(1 Ins counttv a terrible peiiod in 
Ins lile he also had Indira, shortly to 
be motherless to worry about He 
decided to teturn to India, booked his 
passage and planned to leave Lausan 
nc on Icbrearv 28, 1936 Kamala said 
nothing but seemed distressed at this 
She had nevei wanted to be a trouble 
to her husband but she must have 
known that she would probably die 
soon without him As the 28th 
appioached and she flagged rapidly 
the doctors advised Nehru to postpone 
his dcpaiture which he did The de 
paiturc that dav was made, not by 
him but bv Kamala 

In the early houis of the morning, 
Kamala drifted trom sleep into the 
death she had desired She had been 
III considerable pain for several days, 
but she died peacefully Jawaharial 
and Dr Atal were by her bedside 
Indira was in the hospital, but in 
another room The light husk of the 
body was reduced, in Lausanne, to 
ashes which Jawaharial carried back 
to India Before he left, he took Indira 
to Montreux for a while, to soothe her 
land himself) out of their initial sor 
row Then Indira returned to school at 
Bex Het loneliness was almost com 
plete her lather had flown away, and 
her mother, whose ashes had flown 
with him, had left no physical trace of 
heiself behind Feroze came when he 
could, and she had some friends in the 
school, but she must have had empty 
davs to fill with memories and reflet 
tions being by nature introspective 
She had been close to her mother, 
closet indeed than to anyone else, 
with her father so often away She had 


watched while her mother was hurt by 
relatives at home more recently she 
had watched Kamala endure her phy¬ 
sical Calvary She had been hurt when 
her mother was hurt she had suffered 
when her mother suffered After 
Kamala’s death, Indira withdrew, with 
a few exceptions, from close personal 
relationships perhaps because she did 
not want to be badly hurt once more 
She had always been shy, but her 
shyness was to harden into an aloof 
ness and remoteness of manner which 
often prevented her from showing 
warmth to others » 

I N London, Feroze saw a lot of V K 
Krishna Menon, a South Indian 
lawyer who had lived in England for 
more than a decade A gaunt, dark, 
tallish man with a bony and saturnine 
facp (his enemies described it as sata 
me) he lived on cigarettes, tea, and 
biscuits He permitted himself the lux 
ury, at widely spaced intervals, of a 
grilled tomato or a teashop bun 
Tljough he had a legal practice, most 
of his time (night and day were all one 
to him, since he seldom slept) was 
spent in operating the India League, 
an organisation of nationalistically 
minded Indians who lived in Britain 
and I an a newspaper He was fond of 
children, but adults had to bear the 
unpredictable whiplash of his not in 
frequent wrath He was very arrogant, 
but could be very kind Along with 
Nehru he was the most complicated 
and psychologically fascinating of the 
^ndians involved in the movement for 
independence 

The importance of Krishna Menon 
to Indian politics was that he was the 
only figure of any stature to operate, 
not out of India, but from the hub and 
heart of the British Empire, and that 
he was a permanent fixture in London 
He collected around him an apiary of 
bright young men, but most of these 
were students who eventually took 
wing for India Krishna Menon re 
mained, usually in extreme poverty, 
fiercely sucking smoke from cigaret 
tes, sipping at teacups, crunching bis 
cults, and haranguing every unwary 
visitor to his office Feroze was soon 
involved in Menon’s activities When 
Indira arrived m England to go up to 
Oxford, Feroze introduced her to 
Menon, and very shortly she was in 
volved as well The death of Kamala 
was still deeply imprinted on both 
their minds The result was obviously 
that they were thrown together by a 
common interest A common interest 
IS often the cause of a hopeless mar 
na^, since opposites usually attract 
each other, but Feroze and Inoira were 
often seen around together, as the 
first, least formidable decade of Hitler 
neared its climax 

An extemely grumpy old lawyer 
called Mulla, in Allahabad, watched 
me closely as the ram fell around his 
thicketed house He had known Feroze 
and the Nehrus for what to me seemed 
like centuries foj; him, I suppose, in 
terms of centuries, like twenty mi¬ 
nutes He was thin, angry like most old 
people about everyone not old, furious 



Tlt«y dM not ospaar to be eiHtaged. Sli^VirlV ll^a^ moroee in her 
apiMMHraneei Her London life wee of more Intereet to her. 


about anyone who did not shaure hii 
own opinions and generally very opin 
lonated He was rich, like other 
lawyers in Allahabad his hands 
twitched over his teacup withered, 
they reached out for the sweets, sticky 
and sad, that lay on plates, unmistak 
ably Indian sweets, besides thinly cut 
English sandwiches wilted at the cor 
ners, they were sad too, and lonely 
servants with steady hands showered 
the teacups with streams of golden 
liquids, white liquids, and sugar 
‘One Dr Sen’, he said, as the servant 
handed out the sandwiches and 
sweets, ‘ran a bookshop in Bloomsbury 
called the Bibliophile He was engaged 
in Indian nationalist activities and had 
to leave Britain I had known the 
family in Allahabad I mean the 
N^rus All the'Indian students tol 
lected at shis bookshop to buy books 
and hear small anecdotes Fero/:e used 
to come there with Indira She used to 
keep very quiet To bring her out was a 
roblem He, of course, talked a lot I 
new him very well' 

According to Mr Mull a, Feio^e used 

Rauv in ttro/e UinOht s aims 


to share his flat, but was not too 
desirable a flatmate T used to live ’ he 
said, and spat the address out, at 
Queensgate Gardens in Kensington 
Feroze shared my flat When the 
bombing started, I shared a room with 
him at the Strand Palace Hotel He 
never paid his share of his rent He 
never paid his accounts Even his 
thinking was borrowed 1 don’t think 
he was at all educated ’ He made a 
small gesture, and his servants plied 
me with mote sweets and sandwiches 
Speaking about Pero/e’s relationship 
with Mrs (/andhi, he said, Ihey did 
not appeal to be engaged She was 
always morose in her appearance ’ 
Certainly, the silence ol Indira, and 
the talkativeness of Ptiozt the isola 
tion of the young woman and the 
desire of the young man to communi 
cate and socialise werr hardlv a basis 
tor a shared relationship Between 


them, however, the ghost of Kamala 
hovered this ghost, with intangible 
hands, drew them together It is said 
that Kamala, a few days before she 
died, had expressed a wish that Indira 
should marry Feroze, though to whom 
she expressed this wish has not been 
recorded To her Feroze had become 
the son she had never borne It was 
gratitude and loneliness as much as 
anything that attracted Indira to 
Feroze Her career at Oxford does not 
appear to have been very colourful 
she was studying P P E , a dull course 
unless you are specially interested, 
which she apparently was not but the 
grey stones and wrinkled trees of the 
University town appealed to her She 
liked to walk, but unlike most under 
graduates, male and female, possessed 
no bicycle I suppose that manoeuvr¬ 
ing a bicycle and a san simultaneously 
must be nearly impossible For she 
now always wore a san it stamped her 
as Indian, though her colouring and 
features did not, and she wanted peo¬ 
ple to know she was Indian 

Her London life was possiDiy of 
,nore interest to her There was Feroze 
to squire her around, people like 
Krishna Menon, and his cohorts the 
novelist Iqbal Sin^ and K. S Shel- 
vankar (who, years later, when she was 
Prime Minister, she appointed Ambas 
sador to Hanoi), to meet, the Bib¬ 
liophile and Shaft’s, an Indian res 
taurant, to visit She did not live more 
exotically or much more differently 
from other Indian students except for 
two factors One was that she was a 
woman, and there were very few sans 
swished around in the En^ish univer¬ 
sities at that time the other was that 
she was the daughter of Jawaharlal 
Nehru, which opened doors to her She 
met Harold Laski and Fenner Brock 
way, though she does not remember 
what she said to them or they to her 
Though she is somewhat unclear, m- 
deed opaque, about these years, the 
likelihood is that her commitment to 
Indian nationalism was emotional 
rather than intellectual, and that these 
particular interviews were in the na¬ 
ture of kindly smiles bestowed, 
through her, upon her father Nehru 
was frequently in the news, as was 
Gandhi, and for the liberals in Britain 
they were, in a sense, folk heroes 
Many of these liberals rather resem 
bled Kipling’s M P Paget, in that they 
did n*t know what they weie talking 
about, but there were people who were 
knowledgeable about India, intelli 
gent, and capable of action, and these 
seem to have been the people Indira 
mostly met What impression she 
made upon Brockway or Laski one 
does not know, since they did not write 
about It, bui at about this time the 
widow of the German writer Ernsi 
"Toller sent a letter to Nehru in which 
she told him of meeting his daughter 
She informed him, Teutonically and, , 




to a proud father, redundantly, that 
Indira was beautiJFul ‘She is like a 
little flower,’ wrote Frau Toller, ‘which 
bends in the wind but I think she will 
not bre ik ’ 

1 his IS the most interesting com 
mint made about Indira in hei youth 
It iiggests two things (Frau Toller, 
having lived with a poet, was obviously 
used to analysing complex and diffi 
cult personalities) one, that Indira was 
quiet, sh\, and open to influence two, 
that Iran ioiler >ensed that the stem 
of the little flower was made of highly 
tensile and itsistant materials It 
would ht\e to be foi an only child not 
to have crumpled up completely under 
the destructive blasts of wind which 
had deprived hri of family life and the 
companionship of her patents 

H ITLLR roared in Beilin Mussolini 
thundered in Rome Chamberlain 
squt aked in London, and the "world 
shook undet their combined, if va 
nous, noises 

Before the air attack began, in 
1940, Indira, summoned by her father, 
left by ship for India Because of the 
war, she had to sail by way of South 
Africa She artived at Capetown the 
local Indian merchants, obsequious 
not only to the South Afiuans but to 
the daughtei of [awaharlal Nehru, of 
whom, in a vague wav woid had been 
heard by the rich Sindhi shopkeepers, 
invited her to speak to an audience of 
Indians She spoke a small figure, 
made sniallei by the large platform 
she stood on lawaharlal would have 
been astonished by her attitude 
Feroze who knew her real character 
more closely (though they were not yet 
married) was perhaps less astonished, 
but astonished none the less She told 
the Itch Indians, to reduce it to a 
phrase she did not use but which was 
the mam point ot her qieech, that they 
were bastards that wmle salting away 
money in South Africa, they not only 
did not help the nationalist movement 
in India, but thev did not help the 
beaten \fricaii tribes now abused by 
British and Boeis ilike whom Gandhi 
had once iiied to is.ist Then she left 
The Sindhi merchants weie surprised 
As the first ’) imbs diopped on to 
London heard in the Stiand Palace by 
Feroze, where he w is ptc surnably glo 
wered at by Mi Mulla liom the oppo 
site bed, Indira reached the India she 
was to hold, m the tiadition (if the 
Moguls, courtiered and bowed at for 
many years This time was still far 
away She was tweniv thrc'e Her 
father and she met Shoitly after the 
bombs started to fall, I eroze left Lon 
don for Allahabad, where Indira was 
Here he continued lo leside with his 
family 

I spoke to an aunt of his, Rhoda 
Gandhi, who now runs a small hotel in 
Allahabad After 1 eroze’s return from 
London, he staved with her She is an 
elderly, talkative woman whom I inter 
viewed on the balcony of her hotel, 
facing a garden full of trees ‘Feroze 
put up a lovely garden, full of roses,’ 
she said, ‘when he came home He was 
very good at that kind of thing ’ Her 
16 
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voice was by no means soft, but she 
seemed a kind lady, and anxious to 
convey her impressions of hei nephew 
to me 'He was not a big eater,’ she 
said to me, and though this informa 
tion seemed to me irrelevant as re 
gaids the character of Feroze, she 
continued in the same vein ‘He was,’ 
she infenmed me, a very clean and 
precise eater He particularly loved to 
eat eggs ’ She paused ram dripped 
from the eaves of the hotel ‘Once, 
after he came back from London,’ she 
said, ‘when ( was pregnant, he used to 
make a habit of coming home late at 
night and waking me up "Come on,’’ 
he would say, “get up, make me some 
eggs ” 1 felt.’ said Mrs Rhoda Gandhi 
concluding this saga, ‘like bashing in 
his head ’ through this dieticiary 
story, 1 began to form an impression of 
Feroze she had tears m her eyes I had 
not 

What lawaharlal thought of Feioze 
at ’ this rime is hard to determine 
When h eroze was in Europe thev cor 
responded frequently, though despite 
the affectionate term of address and 
salutation, the content of the letters 
was somewhat formal on both sides, 
and particularly on fawaharlal’s 
Feroze, for example, wrote to him from 
Switzerland, enthusiastically describ 
ing a series of photogiaphs which he 
had taken of Indira He then sent the 
photographs to Allahabad Jawaharlal 
replied, 'If you have taken these 
photographs, I must congratulate you ’ 
To a bouncy young man, this sort of 
answer could not have been less defla 
tory Jawaharlal was obviously grate 
ful to Ferqze for his caretakership of 
Kamala, but Feroze’s courtiership of 
Indira did not appeal to Nehru ‘I don’t 
think he liked it at all,’ Mrs Rhoda 
Gandhi told me She paused, eyed a 
gluey lizard on the ceiling, and 
amended her statement ‘At first,’ she 
said. 

How long ‘at first* was is debatable. 


Fero/e had known fndiia since 1911 
By the time thev were both back from 
England, they weie obviously in ton 
tinua) (lose contact, for they Tiotli 
lived in Allahabad, and Allahabad was 
by no means an enormous city The 
Congress workers there bumped into 
one another all the time and Feroze 
and Indira weie both tongress work 
ers In pickets in processions, in ral 
lies they must constantly have encoun 
tered each other lawaharlal was 
usually away from the house, and was 
perhaps not entirely aware (or 
perhaps interested) in the solidifying 
of the relationship between his daugh 
let and Fero/e Indira, as she had been 
and was to be throughout her life, had 
nobody to talk to, nobody to communi 
catc with, except Feioze himself Thqy 
grew gi be closer and closer 

I N 1941 I eiozL was offered a post by 
the rimes ot Itidu, a newspaper 
owned l)v a British concern, and work 
ing out of Bombay He lefused this 
offei on nationalist grouncls, but, 
rather strangely, wrote articles for it 
and Its associate publications under a 
pen name At some point in 1941, 
IntUra told her father she wanted to 
marry Feroze Her father started, in 
the hesitant way that was typically his, 
to puk over the points, the pros and 
cons, relevant to the wedding The 
pros were leioze’s long connection 
with the family, his long attachment to 
Indira, his long dedication to the na 
tionalist cause The cons were that he 
was Parsi, not Kashmiri Brahmin, that 
he tame from a completely different 
background, and that he was poor 
Nehi u peered at the cons, and decided 
that, since another member of the 
family, still alive in Allahabad today, 
and now Mrs S K Kahan, the widow of 
a Muslim police officer, had done it 
already, there was not an awful lot of 
harm in Indu, the affectionate name 
for Indira, marrying a person outside 
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the caste But he could not overcome 
the fact that Feroze was poor 

Nehru, throughout his life, relied 
on people as props He himself was 
usually wholly indecisive He never 
made any firm decision unless it was 
backed by others In his very early 
years he had the crutch of Motilal to 
support him Then it became Candhi 
These were his two great crutches, to 
take him through to independence, 
when he stared to lean heavily upon 
people like 'Maulana Abul Kalam 
Azad, upon his« private secretaries, 
and, as we shall later see, upon Indira 
If, in 1941 or 1942, Feroze was not 
exactly a main crutch, Feroze was one 
of the many little stilts supporting 
Nehru s mam crutches and when a 
small element falls from a large frame, 
the frame itself tends to fall Indira 
had demonstrated some stubborness 
about her marriage if Feroze un 
hooked himself from Nehru’s propping 
mechanism, it was likely that it would 
slip in the mire of Indian politics •By 
this time there was an open fight 
between the Congress and the elegant, 
precise leader of the Muslim League, 
Mohammed Ali Jinnah Jawaharlal 
said Yes 

Nehru’s concern with words, with a 
war crucial to the world raging around 
him, drew to a halt while he wove, on 
his personal handloom, a pink cotton 
sail for his daughter to wear at her 
wedding There was one more profa^ 
lem, apart from the clothing of Indira 
in what way should she be married^ 
Feroze was a Parsi, Indira a Hindu 
apart from the register office, there 
was no way, and the register office was 
anathema to a family which const 
dered itself aristocratic Eventually it 
was decided that a ceremony of the 
same kind as was apparently per¬ 
formed at the time the Vedas, the 
Sanskrit scriptures, were written, 
would do somebody had to design this 
ceremony, someone did. Tents, or *sha 


mianas’ were erected on the lawns ot 
Anand Bhavan 

On March 26 1942 with'hundreds 
of Allahabad socialites and Congress 
workers present, a sacred flame was 
kindled in the main shamiana, a ftie 
hazaid probably, but nobody minded 
Nehru brought his daughter into th s 
tent, where Ft tore and his people sat 
awaiting her Nehiu then placed hti 
hand in Feroze’s, giving his daughtei 
up to her husband, and the couple 
walked, seven times, around the 
sacred tire They then repeated mar 
riage vows, unclasped hands, and 
rushed off to Kashmir foi a honey 
muon They returned to enter into a* 
married life which was much more of a 
fire hazard than the ceremony which 
had initiated them into it could hate 
ever been Nehru now had Feroze a 
pi up to support him he also had 
Indiia 

Y 1942, the year of the marriage 
the Quit India movement had 
re^iched its peak There seemed little 
doubt that the British, with most of 
Asia an ant heap of Japanese, and 
jackboots stamping down the streets 
of nearly eveiy European -apitdl 
would not be the rulers of India lor 
very, much longer even if they were 
not evicted by the Axis powers, they 
were certain to be so financially crip 
pled by the war as not to be able to 
afford colonies, which were expensive 
as well as profitable 

Feroze and Indira were, in a way, 
creative people, in that their minds 
were open and they were alne in a 
true, sense They did not inhabit a 
vacuum they breathed the world, and 
the world came alive to them fhi \ 
lived in a small two room flat in Ta 
gore Town, an area in the old part o' 
^lahabad, where his hands tended 
roses in the damp earth, and hers 
collected them and arranged them in 
vases ‘It was so sweet,’ says a surviv 
ing Allahabad aunt, ‘to see her when 


she cane* to 'Vnand Bhavan—quite the 
litile housi wife though she’d never 
bei n riiiglir how to keep a house- 
wirh iw Itiitiches (it keys pimii d to 
hei ••III Mis Ijaiidhi, aitu<ilU lias 
never leaint to took though atcoiding 
to *he s,<Tie aunt, ‘Indu once told me, 
when shf was married “I tan took 
mill h better than you ”A short while 
alt' I hit maiiiage the ability to lOok 
bet amt ii relevant lot her she was 
siipplttd with cooked food bv the 
Biitisli III piis'in 

Aftei the maniage 1 eroze decided 
not to invoice himself in pulitii aJ mar 
thfs Bui Indiia did Ihtse marches 
ind rallies weie forbidden, but in 
August 1942 she addressed a rally in 
Allahabad while f eroze watched from 
a window above the street A large 
number of policemen at rived and a 
BiiUsh I'olnc serge lot thieaiened In 
diia with a icvolvir At this Feroze 
hiiiilcd di*wn to iiv and protect his 
w ift thi upshot of whu h was that they 
wttt both iiicsicd tried and impns 
oned Indiia had become a member of 
lilt c ub What apparently surprised 
people at the tune who thought of her 
as sweet shy and basically unadven 
turous was the boldness with which 
she defied the order against public 
meetings and the stoicism with which 
she faced a British revolver 

1 hirtv five years after this incident. 
Mis Gandhi, in New Delhi, murmuring 
partly to her hands and partly to me, 
said 1 have always been very quiet, 
and when 1 was voungei people 
thought thtit was no fire in me But 
this file has always been then only 
nobody saw it except when it tlaieJ 
But It has always been iheie, and she 
raised hei h< ad and looked at me with 
one of hei mote bewildering express 
ions the laigc hooded and strangely 
beautiful eyes defiant against dental, 
inger in them bur also posing a quiz 
zical kind ot question Ihe question 
wouhl not have been a>ktd by those 
< yes to many of those people with 
whom she dealt as Prime Minister 
and With the question unasked, and 
•he eyes piesenting their answei, 1 
have never been surprised that so 
many people were afraid of her, and 
still are 

I NDIRA used leiuze as a link with 
the Congress workeis underground, 
passing on money and politic al liiera 
ture Feroze, indeed, did the mole act 
himself, persuaded his uppei lip to 
produce a moustache, and clad himself 
in khaki Because of his pallid skin, 
ruddy cheeks, the moustache, and his 
consequently English appealance he 
evaded the police who weie looking 
for him On one occasion ht slipped off 
from Allahabad to ! uiktiow to escape 
arrest when he reriirited he dis 
embarked at a small wiysido halt, 
feeling that he niiglii be re< ogniscd at 
the station in Allabahad He then 
round there was no traospoit available 
ind eventually hmhed a ride in a 
truck full of Biitish soldiers, who were 
not onlv unsuspicious but so solicitous 
of his welfaie that they tried to stop 
him from getting off the truck m ' 
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She told the rich Indians (in South Africa), to reduce it to a phrase 
she did not use but which was the main point of her speech, that 
they were bastards 



Sehtu Indihi nul liti two son' 


Alldhdbad Fhi bloody natiies they 
said would chop him lo pieies 1-eioze 
allayed th« u ft irs and disappeared 
into the daik heading for home and 
Indiia 

In 19 18 laisaharlal founded a news 
paper tailed tht Nttioria/ Hua/d in 
Lueknow This was lo plai an impor 
tant role in Indna > liie The import 
ante was in the sense that 1 eio/i had 
no income apart tioni tht vers net a 
sional articles he wrott How tht lou 
pie survived in the tails seat ^ ol their 
marriage is diftieuh to sas though it is 
likely that they were tinaiictd bv then 
respective relatives In 1944 Neuu 
decided that f-ero/e should oe gainful 
ly employed He cieated a . appoint 
ment for him on the editoual latf ol 
his paper and .ent the eoupit oil to 
1 ueknow Considering the finantes ol 
the Sdtional HerdlJ, it is piodabli that 
heio/e’s employment vs as not seiy 
gainful neveithekss h< was now an 
emplosid peison and th it was piob 
abls whit Nthiii " in id loin to In 

(hi il 1 ''till; 'll 111 not 
IB 


himself a man who could live alone 
Without a wife he needed a daughter 
to look after him since it was not very 
pioper in the terms of the culture in 
which he lived against his will foi him 
to remarry He therefore sent tot In 
dira to tome to Allahabad, every 
month Obviously I had to do it,’ Mrs 
Candhi said to me in 1977, ‘because 
my father was doing more important 
work than my husband ’ She became a 
sort of housekeeper to Nehiu as well 
as to Feroze 

So frequently a grass widower, it 
was little wonder that these months 
foimed a winter of discontent for 
1 eroze It was also little wonder that 
his discontent turned to a decree of 
lesentment When, in 1944, Indira pro 
duced a son, who was named Rajiv, 
leioze may have felt that she would 
spend moie time at home in Lucknow 
This did not piove to be the case She 
cuntmued to flutter to and fro between 
hei husband and her father, and 
wheievcr she-was, the child, naturally 
enough, was with her This deepened 


and solidified the iiichoaie feelings of 
deprivation already within Feroze It 
did not seem to him that Nehru leally 
needed Indira, whereas he himself did, 
nor could it have seemed fair that 
having given his daughter away in 
maniage Nehru should so frequently, 
if only temporarily, wish to leclaim 
her I eroze had been gregatious al 
wavs and he became moie so. not that 
Lucknow sot letv offered many opptir 
tunnies foi a wild life He solaced 
himself, like his boyhood idol Krishna 
Menon, with a continuous stieam ol 
tea, and doubtless pondered upoil the 
future 

Nelliu’s wiltulness and his shaip 
tempei were allowed full plav ihiough 
most ol his liU f ero/e, his woishippei 
at the stait ot the relationship, u 
seated these patterns of bchaviout 
moie and moic The pleasurt I ero/e 
took in his mairiage became less and 
less I Ol Indna to tush to the side of 
ht I lathei in case of dii p ni ed was one 
thing the situation that had been 
treated bv Ins wile as will as by hci 
lathei was anolhei Ivcii the child 
was lushed away to aicompany his 
mothei and giandlathti on then trips 
together This was by no mtans an 
understandable tutor in thi lives ot 
the leio/c (,diulhi lamily 

Indira was puliticallv notiiing at 
that time simply Nehru’s daughtei 
and I tro/e s wife However, hei 
watchful eves showing little were 
pttpetudlly upon her fatliei as he 
moved within the ( ongri ss frame wot k 
among people who were not always in 
agreement with his views and as he 
went outside it to do battle with )in 
nail who iiddled with cancel it 
maiiud cusp incisive and resolute in 
his demands foi a Muslim state in the 
subiontincnt The Biitish eomnnssions 
hat came and went in the last veais ol 
the war listened to eveiyonc they 
drew their own conclusions one ot 
whuh was that the treation ot Pakis 
tan was inevitable 

Indira may have been, in a sense, 
wedded to her father, but Fero/e was 
still her husband In 1946, iht wai 
over independence on the hoii/on, 
and the last British viceroy, Lord 
Mountbatten, seated in the enormous 
palace built bv Lutyens, now the rtsi 
dence of the President of India, she 
gave bnth to a second son He was 
named Saniav, 

I had dll extraordinary lunch, in 1975, 
m the pal.ice where Mountbatten 
had once presided ovei the partition of 
India The hostess was Mrs Gandhi, 
and the occasion was in honour of 
Prince Charles In the garden of the 
presidential palace, filled with roses 
and trees, the guests lined up before 
lunch while Mrs Gandhi introduced 
the royal party to them That is, she 
intiuJuced Charles, and the Duke and 
Duchess of Gloucester, but for some 
reason she omitted to introduce 
Mountbatten He wandered along be 
hind the lest, explaining to evcivone. 
My name is Mountbatten,’ and, wav 
ing his hand around the lawns, ‘and I 
had tliose tiees planted ‘ 



1 iyav* a^wayw baan very quiet, abd when I wae younger fyeopkri 
thought maim was no fire in ma. But thie fire has always bath 
theta, only nobody saw it except when it flared.. but it has idways 
been there' 



Indtu <tinl II htl iiiinii null, liii/i s ih illi 


1 had never pieviously met Mount 
batten, bur my tather, who died in 
1974, had, in Burma during the wai, 
when he accused Mountbatten, then 
Commander in Chief of the Allied 
forces m Asia, of having used Indian 
troops as cannon fodder in attacks on 
the Japanese Theie was apparently a 
rathei acrimonious exchange of words, 
but when Mountbatten later became 
Viceroy, my father and he became 
friends They came, in fact, to know 

each other fairly well 

• 

I tell the story of this lunch because 
three people important in Indian poll 
tics revealed certain aspects of them 
selves to me during it 1 was seated at a 
table with the Cloucesters and Y B 
Chavan, now leader of the Congiess, 
amongst others Since nobody 
appeared to have anything to say, the 
Duke started to talk, saying that if he 
had not been a Duke he would have 
liked to have been a photogtapher He 
then described the equipment in his 
possession Iheie was then anothei 
short silence Mi Chavan a stout 
brown, lather toadlikc ptrson, broke 
It ‘Oah,’ he said in my youth in 
Maharashtra I was famous tor my 
photogtaphy Particulailv I was mak 
iiig pictuies of weddings and funeral 
proctssions Anoiliei shoit silence 
then the Duke having alieailv de 
sctibcd his own RolleifJexes and 
Nikons said, ‘How splendid What 
carnet as did you use’’ Mr Chavan 
beamed proudly and leplied ‘Oah, I 
was using only the best equipment 1 
was having one Baby Biownie' The 
Duke did not reply 1 looked at him he 
was shaking all over, though it was hot 
in Delhi 

After lunch the Gloucesters shot 
oft I needed to see Mrs C.andhi, so, as 
she was saying goodbye to Ptince 
C hailes I hovered around The Prince 
having depaited 1 asked het for an 
appointment ‘Yes, yes,’ she said 
‘Tomoriow Phone my secretary’ Her 
normally impassive face displayed 
some in nation ‘Where,’ she asked, 
‘are the Gloucesters’ Weren’t vou sit 
ting with them’’ I said yes, but I 
thought they had left ‘Prom which 
entrance’’ inquired Mis Gandhi 1 said 
from the front (the Prince had loft 
from the side entrance) ‘Come with 
me,’ said Mrs Gandhi abruptly She 
then splinted acioss the lawn towards 
the front entrance Though I had be 
come a sort of unofficial equerry at 
that moment, I could not match her 
speed Panting behind her I heard her 
ask somebody where the Gloucesters 
werc^ This person said they had left 
Mrs Gandhi turned back to me and she 
was obviously furious ‘They didn’t 
even sav goodbye,’ she told me 'Don’t 
they know that I am the Prime Minis 
ter of Iqdia’” 

The third somewhat revealing mci 
dent of the afternoon was that, while 
trying to catch breath beside a rose 
bush, 1 found myself standing beside 
Lord Mountbatten, who was peering at 
the floweis with a rather Emsworthish 
expression He glanced round, saw me, 
and smiled ‘Oh, Frank,’ he said, ‘nice 


to see you 1 thought you weie dead ’ 
My father, who had he been alive, 
would have been seventy might have 
been pleased by his retnaik I must 
confess that 1 ceitainly was not 

T IIfcRP are ceitain distant ho i/ons, 
some of which tan be reached in a 
lifetime, though the taithcst is only 
teachable at the end Pero/e icached 
his farthest hoiizon a few years befoie 
his wife reached a skyline which must 
once have seemed impossibly far A 
close ft lend of heis Mrs Piipul 
Jayakar, now an eldeilv lady with 
beautiful, quietly buining eyes who 
has been a key figure in the preserva 
tion of Indian handicrafts and ancient 
arts, has known Mrs Gandhi since 
1931, and she described Peroze’s wife 
to me as she was in the middle of the 
1940s at the time of independence 
It was Maith Delhi was warming 
Itself up after winter The dry wind 
from the north had teased to be cool 
Mrs Jayakar sat m front of the french 
windows of our drawing loom, the 
garden ablaze with flowers behind her, 
sipping iced lime cordial She said, 
‘Indu was fourteen when I first met 
het The impiession she had on me was 
of a»pairiculdrlv withdrawn and—well, 
how shall I put It’ -a grave child 
She’s changed but theie is still some 
thing in her which shiinks from peo 
pie, a shyness, a sense of inadequacy 
left in her from the overpowering 
influence of her aunts, particulaily 
'Iis Pandit Betty was fond of her in 
her own way When Indu was pregnant 
with Rapv, 1 met her tn Betty’s house 


in Bonibav Sht seemed very shy, very 
delicate and still veiv withdrawn’ 

I atei they spent a holiday together 
in the hill lesort of Mahabalcshwar, 
not fai fiom Bombay ‘I travelled back 
with hci III a cat,’ Mrs Javakar said. 
‘You know certain people make im¬ 
pressions on your mind Either they 
aif rc mcmbeied as strong people or aS 
weak ones Indu simply left a vague 
impression, the impression of an unde¬ 
veloped personality It was only after 
1046 that she started to have a proper 
relationship with hei father This was 
after her aunt left on her first mission 
to the U N Indu was no longer overpo¬ 
wered by Mrs Pandit She started to 
come out of her shell in fact, she 
blossomed She started to read she 
started to meet minds on equal terms.’ 

One mind she does not seem to 
have met in this way is that of Feroze. 1 
think It true to. say that while Ferose 
had a sort of inbuilt shrewdness and 
brightness, Mrs Gandhi possessed in¬ 
telligence and determination, and his 
were completely different qualities 
from hers Her intelligence may not 
have manifested itself much before 
1946, though her determination had, 
but, however shy and withdrawn she 
may have appealed, however vague an 
impression she left on those who then 
met her, this intc lligence was dearly 
present tn her "V es saiil Mrs Jayakar, 
nnishing her soft drink theie aie so 
many sides to her which weie never 
allowed to glow so mativ spiings in¬ 
side n< I which w«»r< never allowed to 
flow bMaiiseof he I pet uliar circumst¬ 
ances .Sill tdl Mkni thinking back. 
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INDIA-PAHIflAN 

HANDiHAHEl, BUT.- 

There was a positive side to Agha Shahi's visit, reports PRAN CHOPRA 



N recent years no meeting 
between Indian and 
Pakistani leaders has en¬ 
ded on such a sour note as 
has Mr Agha Shahi’s visit 
to New Delhi The contrast with the 
cordiality which marked the visits to 
Pakistan by Mr Swaran Singh and the 
foreign secretary, Mr Ram Sathe, was 
total. 

Yet the contrast is more in appear¬ 
ance than substance The Indian visits 
to Pakistan were nut nearly as success¬ 
ful as might have been suggested by 
the orchestrated cordiality Nor has 
Mr Agha Shahi s visit been as unsuc¬ 
cessful as might be suggested by the 
gloom reflected in Indian Press re¬ 
ports (in which also I suspect some 
orchestration). Whether on bilateral 
matters or regional, the differences 
between India and Pakistan have not 
grown more substantial as a result of 
Mr Shahi’s visit. In fact, the contrary 
would be slightly more true. The dif¬ 
ferences are still wide, in fact un¬ 
bridgeable But they are less wide than 
they were in the immediate aftermath 
of the Soviet action in Afghanistan. 

On the bilateral plane, Pakistan is 
responding more positively, certainly 
Tn words, but to some extent bv actions 


too, to Indian proposals for greater 
economic exchanges Pakistan is going 
to buy Indian iron ore for a steel mill, 
and has indicated willingness to sell 
natural gas to India if it can find 
deposits elsewhere than at Sui (the Sui 
production being all committed to con¬ 
sumption within Pakistan) There has 
also been talk of increased trade m 
other Items, and these prospects did 
not suffer diminution as a result of Mr 
Dahl’s visit They became a little bit 
brighter 

In a negative sort of way, there has 
also been some improvement, or at 
least some has become possible, on the 
regional plane India and Pakistan 
appear to be slightly less apart about 
the problem of Afghanistan, which is 
the most lively issue in this region and 
one which is bound to have a powerful 
influence on bilateral relations be¬ 
tween India and Pakistan. 

When Mr Swaran Singh and Mr 
Ram Sathe went to Islamabad their 
main purpose, as also Mr Agha Shahi’s 
in New Delhi, was to explore this 
regional crisis The Indian visitors 
were able to carry to Islamabad a 
clearer pictuie of the attitudes in 
Moscow and Kabul than Islamabad 
could have collected itself in the pre¬ 


sent state of its rather strained rela¬ 
tions with both of these capitals. They 
were also able to bring away a clearer 
picture of Islamabad’s apprehensions 
and reactions. Since this is all that the 
Indian visitors could have done at that 
stage, they were understandably satis> 
fied with the success of their efforts, 
and as often happens with mediators 
who have more goodwill in their hearts 
than political clout in their diplomatic 
baggage, a pound of success becomes a 
ton of optimism. Hence the cheerful 
tone of the statements by Mr Swaran 
Singh (than whom there is no more 
incorrigible optimist alivel) and Mr 
Ram Sathe after their visits to Islama¬ 
bad. But a careful scrutiny of the 
statements showed that they had no 
success at all in weaning Pakistan 
away from the two initiatives, both 
very unwelcome to India, on which 
Pakistan had embarked. 

By the time Mr Agha Shahi came to 
New Delhi on 15 July, both these 
initiatives had exhausted themselves. 
In fact, it would be more correct to say 
that they had collapsed, and at least 
one of them had become dangerously 
counter-productive. The initiatives 
were, first, encouragement and sup¬ 
port for the Afghan insurgents, who 
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have been receiving training ^and 
equipment at bases located within 
Pakistan; and second, a diplomatic 
intervention through the Islamic Con¬ 
ference. 

Where were these initiatives by the 
time Mr Shahi came? Let’s take the 
first. The insurgents have indeed 
given some sleepless nights to the 
Babrak,Karmal government in Kabul. 
They have also shattered any hope 
Moscow might have had that after 
some time Afghanistan would settle 
down under Soviet control, or the 
world would come to believe that the 
resistance had ended. But beyond 
that? The resistance has in no way 
made the position unbearable for the 
Soviet Union Uncomfortable, yes, but 
intolerable, no. And certainly not 
enough to persuade the Soviet Union 
that the consequences of getting out in 
the face of hostility would be easier to 
bear 

In fact the position now is'that 
despite the political costs, which the 
Soviet Union can bear much longer 
than the United States could in the 
case of Vietnam, at the present level 
of hostilities the insurgents have far 
less capacity to accept the military 
costs than the Soviet forces have And 
Pakistan can still less bear the politic¬ 
al and economic side effects of the 
presence of nearly one million turbu¬ 
lent. afndies in an area which even 
without them is turbulent enough. 

Can Pakistan break out of this 
impasse by stepping up the level of the 
conflict? Most unlikely. There can be 
Pnly three kinds of escalation. One by 
direct US intervention that would 
make all countries of this region irrele¬ 


vant and perhaM leave Pakistan in a 
bloody mess. The second can be 
through massive arming of the insur¬ 
gents. The consequences of that Pakis¬ 
tan fears even more than Afghanistan 
would. As it is, the insurgents are 
proving to be an unsettling factor 
within Pakistan. They would become 
even more so once they are heavily 
armed. The third possibility is that 
with American and Chinese backing, 
Pakistan itself might play a more 
direct military role. But with the im¬ 
mense Soviet military power'so close 
at hand, this gamble can involve risks 
which Pakistan cannot afford. 

Pakistan’s diplomatic initiative has 
not fared any better. It has reached a 
stalemate. Moscow refuses to talk 
directly to the three-mancommittee 
set up by the Islamic Conference; it 
wants the committee to talk to Kabul. 
But Kabul says it cannot talk to the 
committee but only bilaterally to the 
governments of Pakistan and Iran. 
And that would mean recognition of 
the Kabul regime, which is unaccept¬ 
able to the Islamic Conference and 
therefore also to Pakistan and Iran So 
Pakistan’s second initiative is also not 
getting anywhere. 

In a mood chastened by these fai¬ 
lures, Pakistan has moved much closer 
to what the Indian position has always 
been- first, that the Afghan problem 
can be solved only by political means; 
second, on terms which the Soviet 
Union can also afford, and third, terbis 
which must include, among other 
things, withdrawal of theAmerican 
presence also from the whole of this 
region Repeatedly and frankly m the 
course of his visit, Mr Agha Shahic- 


learly supported each of these three 
ingredients of the Indian position 

This is not a gain to be scoffed at, 
because it prepares the ground fur the 
only kind of political initiative which 
at some propitious time in future 
might lead to settlement, namely, a 
joint political initiative by the coun¬ 
tries of this region itself (which, of 
course, can only get off the ground if 
India and Pakistan are agreed about 
its essential innedients). Such an in¬ 
itiative would be free of the irritants 
contained in any initiative sponsored 
either by the western powers or the 
Islamic bloc 

Mr Narasimha Rao was therefore 
absolutelv right when on 18 July he 
described the outcome of Mr Shi|hi’s 
visit in much more positive terms than 
the Indian Press had done for the 
preceding couple of days One siinple 
reason why the Press was so negative, 
and so uniformly, could be the unfor¬ 
tunate fact that the New Delhi corres¬ 
pondents have got into the habit of 
faithfully reproducing what the fore¬ 
ign ofhee official spokesman says, 
without cross checking with other 
sources. But why the spokesman gave 
such a negative picture needs more 
probing. 

What the spokesman said was not 
incorrect. There was obviously friction 
both on Kashmir and on the milimry 
spending by India and Pakistan. But 
this was not the whole picture, as the 
Press made it out to be. Whether the 
spokesman is more responsible or the 
Press for making a part appear to be 
the whole, is perhaps a point on which 
the Press and the spokesman hav" 
different opinions. 


Goodbye to illusions 


IT IS hear#ning to note 
that at long last, 33 years 
after independence, 
Pakistan has given up its 

_post-Partition quest for 

politico-military parity with India. The 
Pakistani Foreign Minister, Agha Sha¬ 
hi, during his recent visit to India, 
acknowledged India’s preeminence as 
a military power in South Asia, and 
spoke of the need for talks between 
Indo-Pak military experts to mutually 
agree on the ratio of forces and level 
of armaments between the two coun¬ 
tries. India argued that talks on troop 
reduction could only take place if 
there was sufficient “trust and confi¬ 
dence’’ between the countries and 
they agreed on mutual security needs. 

The strength of India’s armed 
forces (1,096,000) is more than two- 
and-a-half times that of Pakistan’s 
(429,000). India’s annual defence 
spending is more than three times 
Pakistan’s (3.72 billion dollars to 1.0S 
billion dollars in 1978-79). But, in 
terms of both Mr capita defence ex¬ 
penditure and defence expenditure as 
a percentage of Gross Domestic Pro¬ 
duct, Pakistan mnds twice as much as 
India does. India has two to tkree 


of parity 


By VIVEK SENGUPTA 


times as many tanks, helicopters, air 
craft and naval vessels as Pakistan A 
major portion of India’s military re¬ 
quirements IS indigenously manufac¬ 
tured, whereas Pakistan’s domestic de¬ 
fence production capacity is negligi¬ 
ble. The list of items India manufac¬ 
tures ranges Irom tanks to combat 
aircraft to frigates. 

But, these statistics are deceptive 
for the simple reason that India has to 
depoly a considerable portion of its 
armed forces (all of its 11 mountain 
divisions, for instance) to guard its 
3,861 km border with China. Since 
1959, China has been aggressively in¬ 
clined towards India. The 1962 
Chinese aggression marked a water¬ 
shed in recent Indian history for it 
shattered the national complacence 
and led to a complete reappraisal of 
India’s foreign and strategic policies. 
Last spring, China invadetfVietnam to 


“teach It a lesson”'. It was beaten back 
but It was plain that China had not lost 
ICS fondness for military action against 
Its neighbours. 

Between 1970 and 1976, Pakistan 
imported arms worth 675 million dol¬ 
lars while in the same period India 
bought foreign arms worth 1.648 bil¬ 
lion dollars. As a part of the US 
response to the Soviet invasion of 
Afghanistan on 27 December 1979, 
President Carter offered Pakistan 
arms and economic aid worth 400 
million dollars to shore up its de¬ 
fences. This offer was accompanied by 
a lifting of the ban on cash sales of US 
arms imposed last April when Pakis¬ 
tan defiantly went ahead with its prog¬ 
ramme to build a nuclear bomb While 
Gen Zia rejected the American pack¬ 
age as “peanuts”, the lifting of the ban 
on sales enabled it to buy 150 million 
dollars worth of arms it had ordered 
earlier. Simultaneously a consortium 
of countries (US allies and Arab na¬ 
tions sympathetic to Pak needs) got 
together to fund Pakistani purchases 
of US arms. 

Recently, India signed a package 
agreement with Russia which enables 
it to buy 1.6 billion dollars Worth of • 
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Narasimha Rao (centre) at Delhi airport to receive Agha Shahi 


Soviet ams. Uti 14 June, the US 
administration decided to veil India 
TOW (Tube-paunched, Optically- 
tracked, Wire-guided) anti-tank mis¬ 
siles worth 32 imllion doUars. The deal 
awaits Coi^essional approval and re¬ 
flects the US desird to prevent India 
from being entirely depmdent on the 
Soviet camp for its mllitaiy require¬ 
ments 

The three-dosen odd Indian ordn¬ 
ance faaones manufacture stores and 
equipment ranging from tanks and 
projectiles to floating bridges and pa¬ 
rachutes. India is one of the vmy raw 
developing countries whic malcM its 
own armoured vehicles. After manu¬ 
facturing a thousand Viiayanta MBTs 

i Main Battle Tanks) Inma is develi^ 
ng a new battle tank. The first ISOO 
engines has been successfully tested. 
India is now going in fw the purchase 
and eventual manufacture of the adv¬ 
anced Soviet T-72 tanks. The Soviets 
have always been a generatkm ahead 
oi the NATO powers in the field of 
armoured vehicles and the ‘armour 
gap’ is an obsession with Western 
strategies. The T-59 and the M-4S 
Patton, the Chinese and Pakistani 
MBTs are both inferior to the Vi- 
Jayanta. 

India manutactures a variety of 
aircraft and helico)Hers ranging from 
Chetak, Avro, Gnat and Marut to the 
sophisticated Mig-21s. These are built 
either under licence or from indigo 
nously developed designs. India’s 
fdans to produce the Jagun' DP8A has 
cmne under a cloud with confUctiiig 
reports about a decision to to in for 
the mt nufacture of the French Iflrage 
2000 instead. Another rnwrt suggests 
that Pakistan is going in tor this futur¬ 
istic aircraft. 

ftkistan’s own (Mfcnce productkm ' 


effort is neal^ble. It manutactures 
Ahniette and Hughes 500 helicopters 
and Cessna li^t idanes. It assembles 
Cessna T41D train ers from inported 
components. The Pakistan Aeronautic¬ 
al (implex (PAC) will soon manufac¬ 
ture the Mushak (Swedish Saab- 
supporter), a trainer-cum-ground 
attack aircraft. PAC has a wrue 
rebuild factory near Attock, NWFP 
and another for F-6 near Islamabad. 
There is, however, a mowing aware¬ 
ness in Pakistan of the need to up- 
grede its domestic arms manufactur- 
mg capwity. 

In India, defence planners are 
crying to lessen its dependence on 


Soviet arms. Since 1962, Russia has 
been the iarg«t single supplier of 
arms to India. Thus if India has signed 
a 1.6 billion dollar arms deal with the 
Soviets, she also signed the 1.2 bilhon 
dollar Jaguar deal with Britain last 
year and will buy TOW missiles worth 
32 million dollars from the US. Most of 
the advanced weapons systems manu¬ 
factured in India are produced under 
licence. The need now is to develop 
mdigenous designs by integrating civi¬ 
lian and military R and D efforts. The 

g overnment has iust set up a separate 
epartment for defence R and D with 
Dr Raja Ramanna, scientific adviser to 
the Government of India, as its sec¬ 
retary. 

In sum, Pakistan does not pose a 
military challenge to India. But Pakis¬ 
tan has a highly unstable domestic 
polity and adventurism on the part of 
Its reigning generab cannot betuled 
out. Cognisance must also be taken of 
the worst case scenario of China gang¬ 
ing up with Pakistan with taat or 
active US support. It almost came to 
pass in 1971, when the Soviets, reli¬ 
able friends, unequivocally backed 
India 

b Pakistan going nuclear? Indian 
analysts say yes. How should India 
respond’ P B Sinha and R. R. Sub- 
ramaniam, two analysts from the Insti¬ 
tute of Defence Studies and Analyses 
(IDSA), New Del^i have suggested in a 
recent book that not only should we 
reject the Pakistani proposal of a 
nuclear-free South Asia but "project a 
profile of power, equal to Cnina" to 
deter both. On the other hand, firij 
Mohan Kaushik and 0 N Mehrotra, 
also from the IDSA, have, in another 
recent publication, proffered the more 
pacifist suggestion of nuclear coopera¬ 
tion between India and Pakistan. ITte 
onus for this, they say, lies with India 
which by the Pokharan explosion, has 
induced Pakistan to tread the nuclear 
path. Can India take this course? 
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PAntTAN 

Population 

Milary aarvice 

652.820,000 

80,170,000 

Voluntary 

Voluntary 

Total armed ftMoea 

1.096,000 

429,000 

Eatimmad QNP (1978) 
Delenoo Expenditure 

$ 106 40 billion 

$ 1850 billKin 

ri978) 

Per cwia mwtary 
expen<Mur8(1977) 

S 3 72 biAon 

$ 105 billion 

$6 

$11 

Army 

950.000 

400,000 

1,900 

(Includtng 29,000 Azad 
Kashmir troops) 

T«*a 

1,050 

APC 

700 

550 

Navy 

44,000 

12,000 

Submarines 

Menth-carriar 

8 

1 

6 

Oulser 

1 

1 

PlHiatas 

22 

1 

Baaes 

6 

1 

Naval Air Force 

2.000 


Air Force 

100,000 

17,000 

Combat abcraft 

620 

256 

PeramWiary forces 

300,000 

109,100 

Source; TTw MpMsry Balance, 

1979-80, ttSS, London 
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What is happeniiig in the 
Tenth Congress? 

1980 model (very different, indeed positions with o tombiiiatinn of the J decade ago was around 40, to give 

even from the 1977 model, and unrcc \oung ptopk he had turned ovetnight perhaps the best example In June 

ogmsable from the early Seventies into poliiii lans and a selection ot the 1909, the Bihai legislature party of the 

model of “progressive” Priyaianian ‘older nicmbcis who he could trust Congress sat down to discuss whethei 

Oas Munshi) had not yet fully taken Given the tradition of gerontocracy then vote should go to Sanjeeva Red 
shape when its foundation, Saniay which dominates Indian politics, these dv or Mis Gandhi’s “conscience candi 
Gandhi, suddenly died In fact the older memhtrs were not very old date” Ihe Congiess High Command 

very use of the term‘Youth Congicss’ Many ol them ware not veiy compe had sent iiisiruclions that ‘disciplined 

IS a misnomer in the context ol 1980 tent either but thev had the stamp of soldieis of the Party must vote foi 
Because there IS a fundamental diffei one virtue which converted them from Saiiieeva Reddy, and a resolution to 
ence between what S tnj^iV Gandhi was mere moitals into VIPs they had that effect was accordingly placed 
trying to achieve in 1977 and before pledged complete loyalty to Saniay DhaimBii ‘sinha, then an Ml A ( now a 
and what he was trying to do in 1980 Siah m effort is not without prece Lok Sabha MP of the Congtess(U)t 
Earlier, he was winning his spurs, the deiicc in Congiess politics Ihe first toie up the resolution in the piesenct 

horse was the Youth Congress In the time it happened was in 1969, ancl it of the shocked senior bigwigs, the 

1980 elections he won his spurs And was Mrs Gandhi who led what might meeting broke up in pandemonium, 

changed his horse Now his efforts be called the first Revolt of the Young and no resolution was passed He was 

Mrs Gandhi with Youth Congress peoplt after Sanjav’s death 


HUHI-R a stiiicrure is a 
house of I aids or a steel 
skvsci.iper depends on 
the foundation To begin 
with, the Youth lobby. 


_ - That was about twelve years ago, and 

BY M. J, AKBAR the names which have become estab 

— -- Iished now ihm belonged to people 

were (onuiiiraicd upon taking over who weic on the sidelines of the 

the D.iitiii Pmvhv fillino iin the Pou ( oneress srnulure t.handiashekhar 
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Tn'r 

only m his early thirties then—quite 
the right age for a \outh Congiess 
member ' True, Mis Gandhi’s marsh.ils 
then vserc Jagjivan Ram and 1 akhiud 
dm 4h Ahmed (Y B Chavati realised 
on which side the bread was buttered 
only latei), but the momentum which 
cairied her to the 1971 victory was 
really provided bv this group of people 
who came to be known as the Young 
Turks, It was these links like ( h.in 
drajit Yadav who took ovti the ton 
gross organisation and rebuilt it in 
their fashion 

Sanjay was, in essence, doing tin' 
same thing, and hardly less dtainatic 
ally Ot course there ait ditferences 
bur in content, not style ot opetation 
Iht Young luiks owed allegiance to a 
political philosophy which is known as 
“left of centre” In a pohtv where 
nobody knows what is ‘ ctnne”, peo 
pie still cnanagt to call theniscUts 
“left” and “right” ot i* but that is 
anothei mallei bnough pcoplt be 
licvtd that using thi woicl socialism 
once eviiv hour made them ‘left ot 
centre and ihev all loiiied Vlis tj in 
dhr war against lilt light ol cciilrt 
Sinjav (.andni did not believe in 
“kft’ ‘centic" or ‘tight ’ He be 
lievcd III liimsclt and ht' believed that 
om pait ot priv iK inttiptise mixed 
with oiit part ot vmitliful political 
nianagerneiit and the hash boiled on 
teivoui .ind Ic.ii, would produce 
enougli c ike tor file Indi in masses 
lilt \ouiif' ruikswoii on ilicn 
//arao pinmise, Saiiiay t.andhi won on 
his (It Isoiialily bast d slogan But ht 
tlittl bttoie ht could it ill\ eftect the 
change iii bis I’artv 

\nd his voiiiig tollowcis wttt 
caught 111 linilio to (laiaphiase Matth 
cw Arnold btlwteii one woild not 
fulh dead and the othr i wailing to be 
boin lilt woild which was not fullv 
dtad winch w,i Ivmg on its sickbed 
but whose nudicine supplies wetc 
being gi adiiallv i educed, and would in 
a couple of months have been termin 
dtecl suddcnlv this woi Id revived, got 
up fioir us bed, and began giving 
orders The man who was in charge of 
the huthanasi.i I’logiamme had him 
sell left this woild ' 

rtie contiisicm that this cieated is 
obvious Immediate instability in the 
states was one fallout Theie is no 
specific pattern in this instability, 
which IS basically anti Chiet Minister 
groups standing up and shouting ‘I 
want more’ The point of course is that 
these dissidents would never have had 
the courage to raise even a whispei if 
Sanjay Gandhi had been alive, or not 
so early The Andhra dissidents can at 
least trace their oiigins from the en 
couiagemeni given by Sanjay himself, 
but Kedai Pande in Bihat, or Ram 
Kishore Vyas in Rajasthan would have 
done nothing worse than continue 
sulking ill their corners had a vacuum 
not suddenly arisen in Delhi 

The New Elite of the Sanjay Bn 
gade had come from two main cruci¬ 
bles One was the Youth Congress; the 
othei was the Ooon School social 
crowd circuit, the Sanjay Friends’ 
Society (Of course, these are not strict 



deinincattons,there is some o.vilap 
ping but bv and large these i ateguries 
hold ) rhi Inst lesiilt ol Saniay’s 
ill ith was that the man wlio could 
convert then wishc s/iieeds/sugges 
lions into decisions which would be 
iiTipleinented, h.id disappcaied , their 
soince of power wiis gone and now 
which Minister oi buieanciat would 
listen to them with the tcai and re 
sped wlmh thev once commanded'' 
Theirs was a power oi ic iited politics 
fheii '•iiivival was not di (lendent on 
the work thc> had done .imong the 
people (in fact not moic than a hand 
ful had anv lonlaci with the people), 
l)ut on the services ihcv conid now 
rendei to then Itiiiids and cunstituen 
cit s through th( II hold on puwei Ihcv 
had been given i onstilucii< it s aibit 
laiilv the only ciiliiiori being 
whcthei the constiluciicv wouid vote 
for the symbol ratliei than the indi 
viduji But if Rdc Bale'll was not a safe 
constituency for Mis (landhi in 1977, 
then no constituc'iicy in the countiy 
was safe enough 4nd they weie all 
young people who had to win future 
elevtions tf thev wanted to remain in 
politics Lrgo if Sanjav was dead, 
anothei Sanjay had to be cieated 

But, tn the fust place, Sanjay’s 
followers were not a homogenous 
group Among them existed all the 
problems of (ealousy and gioiipism 
that maiked conventional politics So, 
how could they get together •’ Under 
what banner’ The Youth Congress, 
which had lost its meaning with Sanjay 
becoming a general secretary of the 
oaient body, suddenly acquired im 
poitance once more I his could be the 
magnet which could attract at least 
about “iO MPs, and thousands pf young 
activists, which could form a signifi 
cant pressure group and bid for power 
when the time came So the once 
dormant president of the Youth Con- 
ress Ramthandra Rath woke up and 
eld a cabal at which notice of intent 
was given Mrs Gandhi blessed this 
group with her presence at the 
meeting 

But this was only the beginning of 
this story On their way up the execu 


Tivie laddci, iiiaiiv of Saniay’s close 
heuieiidiits had left wounded com 
lad&s bi'hmd Ihesc comiadcs were 
not going to forgive easilv, and pre¬ 
dictable infigliiing has bioken out 
within the Youth Congress ranks The 
tussle for power is now at its peak The 
confusion is worse confounded by the 
absence of any recognised leader, who 
can arbitrate when needed, and 
squash rebellion when required 
* Given the natuie of Congress poli¬ 
tics, such a leadei could only com^ 
from the family of Mis Gandhi Be¬ 
cause the leadei would have to be a 
suriogdtc for Mis Gandhi, she is the 
sole source of power m the Party and 
govei ninent, and only a family mem- 
bci could have that unique access to 
her cai, could havi that special close¬ 
ness that could tacilitate two way com- 
munii ition 

Therefore tin war Rajiv Gandhi 
versus Maneka (.andhi What an irony, 
and so symptoiftatic ot current Con¬ 
gress politics, that Rativ’s “decency" 

IS said to be, by the more vociferous 
elements within the Congress (1), to be 
his biggest weakness Obviously, poll 
tics IS becoming the prerogative of 
stiff lipped feline Lees with limited 
vocabularies Ideas and commitment 
do not seem to be the criteria for a 
person scion or not, (oining politics 

In practice, the youth lobby within 
the Congress (1) is fragmented The 
best chance of survival lies with those 
with some experience in the harsh 
grind of the political climb college 
activist, student leader, Party worker, 
DCC member, PCC member, then 
perhaps MLA before finally reaching 
the fringes of powei in Delhi Doon 
School, or tor that matter Oxbridge, 
are very pooi institutMins when it 
comes to teaching how to handle a 
rape m Baghpat, or who controls the 
sugar market in the tounriv, or how to 
impiove pnmaiy edutaiion iii the vil¬ 
lages Doon School and Oxbridge re¬ 
main good at what they have tradition¬ 
ally done producing bureaucrats, 
assistant editors of newspapers, acade¬ 
mics, and, these days increasingly, 
sophisticated business executives. Let 
us see who survives . , ■ 
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iManeka is too young 
to enter politics 


QUFRANEAZA M 

Member of Pdthament elected from 
Madhya Pradesh Mi Gufran e Aram is 
also a general secretary of the Youth 
Congress (I) During the Emergency he 
had been given spa lal charge or UP 
affairs _ 

/fow do you visualise the 
post Sanjay era in the 
Youth Congress^ 

A Sanjay had hi$ own 
way of making' a youth 
' team Youth leaders who were elected 
' to Parliament, Assemblies, PCCs etc , 
were those who were directly con 
nected with him For the first time in 
the Congress the youth got import 
ance Several of them weie elected to 
the Lok Sabha and many others be 
came important Ministers in the 
states In our political system the be 
lief was that only old politicians were 
matured and responsible A person, 
therefore, could come to the forefront 
after a certain age Sanjay demolished 
this age factor Before Sanjay Gandhi’s 
advent, the young Congress worker 
was not sure about his political future, 
whether he had any chance of rising to 
the front rank leadership or not It is 
only natural for a political worker. 


whatever be his age, to aspire for 
political power But the old Congress 
men did not want to give any import 
ance to the vouih I remember that 
before Sanjayji’s time often we youth 
workers used to discuss among 
ourselves that our role in politics will 
only be limited to “Dariyan bichhao 
aur jhanday uthao” (to lav the carpets 
for the political meetings and lower 
the Party banner after the meetings) 
Sanjayji ensured that the youth who 
laid the carpets for the meetings also 
got an important place on the plat 
form After Sanjayii’s death there is 
apprehension in the minds of the 
youth that the old guard would again 
try to reverse the process and try to 
return' to the politics of the days 
before Sanjavji The youth is feeling 
that minus Sanjayji they are without 
the kind of protection which they got 
tn the last few years Sanjay Gandhi 
had accommodated many youth lead 
ers including those who had crossed 
the age of (being a member) of the 
Youth Congress (35 years) into the 
Parliament and nine state Assemblies 
where elections were held recently 
He had personally supervised the dis 
tnbution of Assembly tickets It was 
not possible for him to have satisfied 
everybody who had spent ten to 12 


years in the Youth Congress move 
ment, as an MP or an MLA and those 
who could not be adjusted were hop¬ 
ing to be accommodated in organisa 
tional posts which Sanjayji would have 
done after taking over as general sec¬ 
retary of the Party But before he 
could do anything his untimely death 
came The Youth Congress today is 
leaderless Of course, Mrs Gandhi is 
our leader She was even Sanjayji’s 
leader apart from being his mother 
But she IS also the Prime Minister, who 
has to tackle numerous problems fac 
ing the nation Therefore she cannot 
devote that amount of attention to the 
youth The youth had access to her 
through Sanjayji And thete is no 
direct access between her and the 
youth at present though she is very 
interested in promoting the youth 
Moreover, even the youth activists 
hesitate to go and directly approach 
her like they used to do to Sanjay 
Gandhi, because they feel that as she 
IS so busy with the work of the Govern 
ment, it may not be advisable to dis 
turb her with petty problems 

How to fill the gap which the death 
of Sanjayji has caused? That is a very 
difficult problem The Youth Congress 
existed even before Sanjay Gandhi 
There used to be a president and a 
team of general secietaries and even 
now the Youth Congress is still there 
with a president and a team of general 
secretaries But Sanjay was above all 
these He had emerged as a youth 
leader, who was respected and lis¬ 
tened to even by the office bearers If 



Youth Congress (I) leadets observe a minute’s silence in San/ay Gandhi’s memorv before the National Council meeting on 9 July 
(Left to right) A V Pamcker, Ram Chandra Rath, Ghulam Nabi Arad, Aruii Kumar Singh and Saiv/it Singh 







anybody was dissatisfied with the 
office-bearers then he could go direct¬ 
ly to Sanjayji and get his problem 
solved But now to whom can you go? 

Many people are going around 
claiming that they were very close to 
Sanjay Gandhi and were his personal 
friends and that Saniay Gandhi used 
to consult them and listen to their 
advice This is a lie. I do not think that 
anybody can claim that he had exclu¬ 
sive access to Sanjay Gandhi. 

a 

Q: Don't you think that none of the 
present Youth Congress leaders is in a 
position to command the same author¬ 
ity as Sanjay Gandhi? 

A: Sanjay Gandhi was above all of 
us, in his personality and in his status. 
It IS impossible for any of us to take his 
place. 

Q Then what is this talk of succes¬ 
sion^ 

A- No such controversy was started 
by us—the politicians. To be very 
frank this controversy was raised bv 
an editor of a leading daily. Within a 
few days of Sanjayji’s death this gen¬ 
tleman wrote a piece in which he 
talked of succession and created con¬ 
fusion among the people, more so 
because he isknown to be very close to 
Mrs Gandhi’s family. 

This talk of succession is ridiculous 
specially from among the youth lead¬ 
ers because they are all of equal 
stature and cannot emerge in the 
dominating position of Sanjay Gandhi. 
Among the youth leaders also there 
are two categories. One, those who had 
worked in the Youth Congress move¬ 
ment for ten to 15 years and have risen 
from the grassroots. The second categ¬ 
ory IS made up of those who have been 
propped up to the present positions as 
MPs etc. within one or two years of 
Congress work. I do not think anybody 
from the first category would accept 
the leadership of anyone from the 
second. Some people claim that they 
won the election on their own 
strength. Time will only tell if they are 
right or wrong—wait till the next elec¬ 
tions. From my personal experience, 1 
can say apart from the candidates' 
personal values, the fact that he repre¬ 
sented Mrs Gandhi’s Party mattered. I 
have won from Betul which has less 
than one per cent of Muslims among 
the population and the sitting MP 
there was from the Jana Sangn and 
also a youth. 1 belong to Bhopal, where 
1 participated in the youth and student 
movement. Therefore, I can claim 
some following in Bhopal but not in 
JBetul. If I have won, it is mainly due to 
the Party. 

Q: Some of your friends, Ashok 
Vajpayee, Akbar Ahmed, Rajesh Pilot 
have started a signature campaign m 
favour of Maneka Gandhi Do not such 
moves give credence to stories about 
the Maneka-Rajiv rivalry? 

A: Those undertaking such signa¬ 
ture campaius are doing a most iman- 
tile and tooUsh thing. Never can any¬ 
body emerge as a leader out of a 
signature campaign. Only a person 
who has rapport with Party workers 
will eraeige as a leader like Sanjayji 


did soon after joining the .Youth Con¬ 
gress. 

As far as Manekaji is concerned, we 
have high regard for her because she 
is the widow of our dead leader. And 
the entire Youth Congress is prepared 
to rise and do anything for her. If you 
ask me whether she should come into 
the Youth Congress as a leader or 
Rajiv Gandhi should, I can say with 
conviction that 99 per cent of us 
favour Rajiv. This I am saying after 
talking to many youth MPs and MLAs. 

This does not mean that I am 
against Manekaji. But as far as the 
immediate question of filling the 
vacuum is concerned the choice has to 
be Rajiv Gandhi because in this coun¬ 
try after a brother dies people prefer 
^another brother, because of the blood 
relationship. Rajivji is very polite, 
sober and mature And Manekaji is too 


yotmg to enter politics. She is not even 
old enou^ te contest elections. Thu 
signature campaign is absurd. And it is 
motivated by people who have no idea 
of either politics or the realities of this 
country. 

Q; What future do you see far the 
people who were poliacal non-entities 
before and were propped up and ex¬ 
ploited the name of Sanjay Gandhi ia 
the last six months? 

A; Many exploited Sanjayji’s name 
during his life time. But it was also the 
duty of senior politicians to have 
brought these things to his notice. 
Whenever he came to know such 
things he used to personally repri¬ 
mand the errant person. These people 
can last in politics if they work hard 
and behave like politicians. There it 
no future for manipulators in the poli¬ 
tical life of this country. 


In a democratic set-up 
there is nothing 
like succession 


SARVJIT SINGH 


Inchaige of foreign affairs of the 
Youth Congress (I) 

. How do yoiTvisualise the post- 
Sanjay era in the Youth Congress 
(IP 

A. Sanjay Gandhi ha.s left behind a 
well-organised Youth Congress set-up 
at all levels During the period of 
struggle, most of the units were 
allowed to grow freely. The demoral¬ 
isation caused by the exit of the leader 
is only natural hut the momentum set 
by him is carrying on the activities of 
the Youth Congress with continued 
vigour However, it is good that our 
president, Ram Chandra Rath, has 
tightened the reins and has introduced 
the ten-point programme of Sanjay 
Gandhi with a timebound implementa¬ 
tion plan. This is bound to carry on the 
momentum much longer. Also, since 
the drive for membership ol the Youth 
Congress is now going to start, that 
•will also keep the tempo on However, 
it IS too soon to say, how much effect 
Sanjayji’s death is going to cause. 

Q: What IS this succession con¬ 
troversy? 

A- This controversy is quite un¬ 
necessary and harmful for the organ¬ 
isation. It IS sad that so many weak 
elements in the Party are becoming a 
game in this controversy. 

In a democratic set-up like ours 
there is nothing like succession. Every¬ 
one has their own place. Even Sanjay 
had to struggle hard before he was 
universally accepted as a leader. Both 
Rajiv and Maneka have a political 
back^ound, being in the midst of 


political activity for so long. Rajiv, oi 
course, has had a much longer associa¬ 
tion in politics being the son an^ 
grandson of such eminent poiiticiani 
of this country At the same time one 
cannot ignore the knowledge that 
Maneka has gained by being so closelj 
associated with her husband specially 
during the period of his adversity. Hei 
political contribution through the 
medium of Surya is certainly com¬ 
mendable. Therefore, they both have a 
right to be in politics. 

Q': Some of your colleagues like 
Ashok Vajpayee, and MLAs from UP, 
have started a signature campaifii in 
favour of Maneka Gandhi Don’t you 
think such a campaign gives credence 
to reports about the Rajiv-Maneka 
rivalrv? 

A; It is unfortunate that some peo- 
le, although with good intentions 
ave started such campaigns. They 
probably feel that by doing so they are 
reiterating their loyalties to the de¬ 
parted leader. However, 1 feel this is 
not necessary and may even have 
retrogressive effect. 

Q; Do you feel that after Sanjay’s 
exit from the political scene, the old 
guard of your Party is trying to re¬ 
group ana dislodge the youth from 
their hitherto dominant ^itions? 

A: I suppose this is partly true, but 
the dislodging of such an oruuiised 
youth of which a Urge numfihr arg 
MPs and MLAs is surely going to be a 
Herculean task. Specially because of 
the support that Mrs Gandhi gives to 
the youth. She has gone on record in 
our national council meeting to say 
that she is looking up towards the 
youth to provide a vision for the 21st 
century. 

Interviews by 
UDAYAN SHAHMA 
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Communist giants woo CPM 


-1 Ll HOUGH lo know 

ihe final resiiJts we 
will have to wait tor a 
few mote weeks, the 
keen competition be 
tween the Soviet and the Chinese 
Communist I’aiiv to win over the 
Communist Fai iv of India {_{^larxist) 
has already itaihtd an interesting 
stage Both the giants of the inter 
national t oirimunist movement 
have niadt very attraetive offers to 
the tPI(M) as they are keen to 
develop dose fraternal relations 
with the Baity 1 hey are also trying 
to iiiliivaie iiidividual leaders of 
iht CBI(M) Ihe game was first 
started by the Soviet Communist 
Paitv (CPSLi Ihe CPSU initially 
■ignored tht t PI(M) after the split 
ot the Communist Patty of India in 
19(i4 and supported the CPI Soviet 
pal I linage in all its foims went to 
the t PI During the long deeade 
when Mrs Gandhi’s government 
tried to muzzle the CPI(M) in every 
possible way, the CPI and the 
Sin let Party stood hy her But then 
in 1977 when Mis Gandhi was defe 
ated the CPI and the Soviet Party 
staited thinking afresh The CPI 
became a bitter critic of Mrs Gan 
dhi and the Soviet government 
went all out to cultivate the Janata 
goseiiiment Both also realised that 
the CPl(M) had become an impor 
tant factoi m Indian politics, spe 
ctallv altei the Marxists captured 
power in West Bengal and Tiipura 
So both stalled cultivating the 
CPl(M) immediately, the CPI open 
ly and thi Russians secretly The 
CPI cageilv initiated negotiations 
with til*' tPhM) foi “Left and 
democr itic unity’ leadily offeiing 
Its leadership to the Marxists And 
the Rii.sians and their East Luio 
peaii allies wc*iii ill out to establish 
contacts with Mit hitheiio untouch 
able Mat XI t leadiis m every possi 
bio way 

Both of them succeeded lo a 
large extent in the ii moves, which 
were of course cooidiiiated covert 
ly The CPI(Mi staitcd coopriating 
with the CPI in different spheies, 
diluted their own loimulation (that 
“authoritarianism was the biggest 
danger befoie the country and 
hence all the anti authuittaiiaii 
forces should try to fight it lust’) 
and ultimately joined hands with 
the CPI and all the othei pio 
Moscow fortes ot India in bringing 
down the Morarji government In 
spite of strong negative pressures 
from inside the Party, the CPItM) 
also supported the Charan bingii 
government about ivhich the CPI 
and the pro Moscow lobby had high 
hopes But alas Mrs Gandhi and the 
Indian people upset all then calcu 



By BARUN SENGUPTA 


latiuiis Very soon Charan Singhs 
government came down like a 
house of cards and Mrs Gandhi 
tame back to power with a thump 
ing majority Theie was rremen 
dous disarray inside the CPI, 
CPI(M) and the entire pro Moscow 
lobby after this Inside the CPI the 
Dange fi action started asserting it 
self for closer cooperation with Mrs 
Gandhi and against “a policy of 
surrender to the CPI(M)’’ Within 
the CPI(M) the West Bengal lobby 
launched a vigorous attack against 
the central leadership of the Party 
for endangering the future of the 
West Bengal and Tripura govern 
ments by paving the way for Mis 
Gandhi’s return to power Ihe so 
called giants of the pto Moscow 
lobby tn other non C ongress(l) Par 
ties were in a worse position—some 
of them tried vainly to join Mrs 
Gandhi’s bandwagon and sonrte 
otheis virtually went into the poll 
ncal wilderness for the time being 
But Moscow did not lose heart 
immediately The Russians’ fust 
attempt was to woo Mrs Gandhi for 
yvhi(!h eveiy possible effort was 
made Soviet diplomats staited 
even seeing Sanjay But alas again, 
all their attempts failed In spite of 
repeated requests Mrs Gandhi did 
not agree to support the Soviet 
position on Afghanistan unequivoc 
ally Her government also showed a 
keenness to normalise relations 
with China Moscow got hints that 
Mrs Gandhi was frantically trying 
to expand relations with Prance 
and West Germany to neutralise 



India’s dependence on Soviet arms 
It was also observed that Mrs Gan 
dhi’s goveinmeiit was keeping a 
closer watch on Ru'-sian activity 
and the covert inllow of money into 
India than be foie Moscow then 
decided upon a new strategy ot , 
keeping up both diplomatic and 
internal piessuii on Mi > t,andhi 
On the diplomatic fiont the 
greatest pits.urt was excited dur 
mg Narnsimha Rao’s latest Moscow 
visit He was told almost bluntly 
‘Look heie, we do not like you 
meddling in Afghan aflaus Vou 
are a regional powei—vou must not 
forget that And the Alghan de 
velopments ate a battle b< tween 
two supei powers We do not like 
your latest China policy also’ 

In India, Moscow conccntialed 
all Its iffoits to loige a left and 
democratic unity so that pitssurt 
could be exerted on Mis Gandhi 
fiom inside also Pveiyone knows 
today that this pressure eantiut be 
of much significance unless the 
CPI(M) agiees to join this move* 

And so, Moscow became keen to get 
the t PI(M) s suppoit foi tins move 
even by paying au unusual piict 

But fiom all these one should not 
come to the 1 onclustofi that Mo»cow 
has decided to attaek Mrs Gandhi 
Russia cannot affotd that, espceial 
Iv now Even il the Bharatiya (ana 
ta Party comes to powti in Delhi 
tomorrow Moscow cannot go | 
against it complctelv It would |usi | 
like to keep up pressure on Mis j 
Gandhi, blow hot and cold and wait j 
for the opportune moment It 
adopted almost the same policy 
towards Mis Gandhi duiing the b"! 

69 period 

Whether Moscow will succeed in 
getting Mrs tlandhi’s foieign, arms 
purchase and trade polities 
changed oi not depends on many 
‘ifs’ and ‘blits’ But it can be said 
with certainty that the Russians 
would have succeeded in their 
attempt to foigt a stiong jno 
Moscow Left and democratic press 
ure group in India but tor the 
appeaiance of a big huiille all of a 
sudden This hurdle is the political 
offensive of the Chinese Commun 
ist Party (CPL) Ihe Chinese want 
to build up good leldtions wrth the 
government of India as early as 
possible, specially after the Afghan 
development They do not expect 
the Russians to quit Afghanistan 
and they are apprehensive that 
with the help of India (rather, by 
“fooling India”), the Russians may 
trv to set up a puppet government 
in Pakistan too, in their ultimate 
effoi t to get a strong grip over the 
entire Indian sub continent The 
Chinese think that the Soviet adv- 
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dnce in South Asia can only be 
stopped by a joint effort by China, 
India and Pakistan backed by the 
USA Bejing is now frantic for such 
a joint effort 

Secondly, the CPC thinks that if j 
the CPSU succeeds in forging a 
stiong pro-Moscow Left and and 
democratic force in India it may 
ultimately turn out to be dangerous 
fur China This fiont may, a) go on 
exerting pressure on the govern¬ 
ment of India to follow a pro- 
Russian policy, b) if not directly, 
then indirectly it may oppose nor 
malisation of Sino-Indian relations 
and C) ultimately it may even help 
the Russians set up a puppet gov¬ 
ernment in India So, the Chinese 
are trying to oppose the formation 
of a Pro-Moscow Left and democra¬ 
tic front in India by all possible 
means One way is to win over the 
CPKM) The Chinese also know 
(hat no strung pro-Moscow Left and 
democratic front can be formed in 
India without the CPI(M) So they 
have made some unusual offers to 
the CPl(M) although during the last 
decatle or so in almost every fore-i 
ign policy matter the Indian Marx 
ists have supported Moscow and 
condemned Beijing 

Ultimately, in this keen competi¬ 
tion both Moscow and Beijing have 
requested the CPI(M) to send high 


power delegations to their coun¬ 
tries during the next CPSU and 
CPC gatherings. Both of them have 
expressed eagerness to establish 
strong fiaternal relations with the 
CPl(M). Moscow has said, let a Left 
and democratic front be formed in 
India and we will accept you as the 
leader of the front Beijing has gone 
a step further and said that in spite 
of “our differences on some issues 
we would recognise you as the real 
Communist Party of India.” Both of 
them have come forward with pro¬ 
found apologies for past "mistakes” 
of attacking the CPI(M) and both 
have requested the Marxist leaders 
to consider the “past as past" 
Whom will the CPI(M) choose? 
Which side will the Indian Marxists 
go’ Till now, most of the Party’s 
politbureau members are maintain¬ 
ing equal relations with both the 
CPSU and CPC. They do not want 
to opt for one or the other; they 
want to mainfain formal relations 
with both. But there is a small 
group (headed by Promode Das 
Gupta of West Bengal) inside the 
politbureau which is opposed to 
any sort of formal relationship with 
the CPSU. According to them, the 
CPSU is still an out and out revi¬ 
sionist Party and CPI(M) cannot 
establish fraternal relations with 
such a Party. A large number of the 


Party cadres are also opposed to 
the establishment of any formal- 
relations with the CPSU in the light 
of Moscow’s public support to Mrs 
Gandhi during the 71-77 period and- 
the role the CPI played during 
those years Unlike in the polit¬ 
bureau, the supporters of‘a-no- 
truck-with-the-CPSU’ line are prob¬ 
ably in a m^ority inside the Party 
as a whole These Marxists, on the 
other hand, do not consider the; 
CPC an adventurist Party any. 
more, though they have strong re¬ 
servations about Beijing’s pro- 
American stand on different inter¬ 
national issues. But still, they are 
not unwilling to establish Party to 
Party relations with the CPC since 
It has agreed to recognise the 
CPI(M) as the real Communist Par¬ 
ty of India. They are also enthusias¬ 
tic about the Chinese proposal of 
hosting a high-power CPI(M) de¬ 
legation during the next political 
gathering in Beijing. But a majority 
of the leaders of the Party are 
strongly opposed to sending a de¬ 
legation to Beijing if none is sent to 
Moscow If the politbureau and the 
central committee of the Party de¬ 
cide to .send a delegation only tp 
Moscow and shun the CPC’s offer 
completely then the Party will face 
a major split again and the leaders 
will not be able’to prevent it. 
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Home Minister guilty 


Look who tabled the report 

F ifteen minutes before the Pun¬ 
jab assembly adjourned sine die on 
23 July the state CM Darbara Singh 
tabled the three interim reports of the 
Gurdev Singh Commission of Inquiry 
into Emergency excesses in Punjab, 
which was set up by the Prakash Singh 
Badal government on 14 April 1978 
The reports find Giani Zail Singh, now 
Union Home Minister, guilty m 35 of 
SO charges of bypassing or violating 
rules and procedures and making poli¬ 
tical appointments during his tenure 
as Punjab CM This is the first time 
that a Congre$s(l) CM has placed be¬ 
fore an .assembly a report that indicts 
a senior Union Minister and member 
of his own Party. Darbara Singh and 
Zail Singh have been in opposite 
camps of the Punjab Congressfl): was 
this taking the battle into the open? 

But the bigger question is: can a 
Home Minister be so indicted by an 
inquiry commission and remain a 
Home Minister? 

In one case, Justice Gurdev Sin^ 
has found Mr.Zail Singh, Mr Nasih 
Singh Gill, then Punjab Deputy Home Giani i 

Minister and Mr Kulwant Singh, the - - 

then Punjab Home Secretary, guilty of Marsh: 
violating “the administrative conven- passed 

tions and procedure and misusing (theAi 
their position and authority for the attend 
benefit of Mr Udham Singh” by Bansal 
appointing him the director of the new of 
state’s prosecution and litigation de- withsts 
partments The judge said that the retiren 
appointment was made solely to place Lai Sii 
him beyond the disciplinary jurisdic- Giai 
tion of the High Court where he was claime 
facing a departmental inquiry “inter biased, 
alia because of his doubtful integrity”. he had 
In another case, the judge remarked Court i 
on the elevation to the post of mem- cation 
ber, State Public Service Commission, Singh i 
of Mr Niranjan Singh Mitha, from his Gurdei 
original post of public relations officer tions 1 
in the Punjab State Electricity Board. had ke 
justice Gurdev Singh has found the Sik 
unjustified the promotion of Mr J R. than ti 
Bansal to the chairmanship of the Theref 
State Public Service Commission dur- would 
ing Zail Singh’s tenure as CM The Singh I 
appointment was made on the basis of none o 
seniority But there was no basis to Mr Singh 
Bansal being considered senior to Air ing it o 
Marshal Shivdev Singh, another aspir- in Zail 
ant for the post; both Mr Bansal and High C 
Air Marshal Shivdev Sin^ were sworn P C Ji 
in as members of the Public Service it on ! 
Commission on the same day. In fact, Sin^ 
Mr Bansal neither claimed seniority politic! 

nor produced any material to prove fused t 

that he was the seniormost member of the Coi 
the Commission at the time of appoint- remarl 
ment. The report of the Inquiry Com- instant 
mission says that according to the Air institui 
30 



Giani Zail Singh 

Marshal, the promotion orders were 
passed by Zail Singh at a time when he 
(the Air Marshal) was away in Delhi to 
attend his dau^ter’s wedding. Mr 
Bansal lost no time in taking over his 
new office on 27 December 1975, not¬ 
withstanding the fact that thd date of 
retirement of the then Chairman, Mr 
Lai Singh, was 18 January 1976. 

Giani Zail Singh has, however, 
claimed that the Commission was 
biased. Shortly after it was instituted, 
he had filed a writ in the Punjab High 
Court which sought to quash the notifi¬ 
cation appointing Justice Gurdev 
Singh in charge of the Inquiry. Justice 
Gurdev Singh has denied the allega¬ 
tions He has said that Mr Zail Singh 
had kept him in office as president of 
the Sikn Gurdwara Tribunal for more 
than two years after his retirement. 
Therefore, if he had shown any bias it 
would have been in favour of Zail 
Singh himself. The report stated that 
none of the allegations made by Zail 
Singh against the Commission accus¬ 
ing it of being biased had been raised 
in Zail Singirs writ petition and the 
High Court division bench of Justices 
P C Jam and J. M. Tandon dismissed 
It on 5 September 1978. Again, Zail 
Singh has said the Commission was 
politically motivated. In fact he re¬ 
fused to appear during the hearings of 
the Commissibn. Justice Gurdev Singh 
remarked; “Some persons at whose 
instance the inquiry was initiated and 
instituted chose not only to render no 


assistance to the Commission in arriv¬ 
ing at the truth but also refused to 
come into the witness box or produce 
the relevant evidence.” 

Could the tabling of the report at 
this juncture have been avoided^ 
According to Section 3(4) of the Com¬ 
mission of Inquiry Act, 1952, under 
which the Gurdev Singh Commission 
was set up “The appropriate govern¬ 
ment shall cause to be laid before the 
House of the People or, as the case 
may be, the legislative assembly of the 
state the report, if any, of the commis¬ 
sion of the inquiry made by the action 
taken thereon within a period of six 
months of the submission of the report 
by the commission to the appropriate 
government ” For this reason, the Pun¬ 
jab CM Darbara Singh says it was 
necessary to place the report before 
the House. He had also studied and 
discussed the matter before tabling it 
in the assembly. He says he had been 
informed by his senior officers that 
under the statutory provisions of the 
law he had no other alternative, as the 
period of six months was due to expire. 
The report had been submitted in 
February. According to Darbara 
Singh, he reluctantly laid the report on 
the table of the assembly ju$t before 
the House was to adjourn sine die, 
when attendance had thinned, to avoid 
any kind of discussion which could 
have embarrassed Zail Singh and the 
Party. Further, he had sent the chief 
secretary to meet Zail Singh for his 
opinion on the matter. 

Congressfl) members close to the 
Home Minister feel that Darbara 
Singh could have avoided placing the 
report when he did and see it as an 
extension of the rivalry between Dar¬ 
bara Singh and Zail Singh. As political 
contemporaries, Zail Singh and Dar¬ 
bara Singh have been involved in a 
leadership struggle first for the Con- 
mess and then the Congress (I) in 
Pjunjab', They have also had disputes 
over the constitution of the PPC(I) and 
the distribution of tickets in both the 
Parliamentary and assembly elections. 
As a matter of fact, though Mrs Gandhi 
wanted Darbara-Singh to contest the 
Parliamentary elections, he did not. 
With Zail Sjngh having gone out of the 
way to the centre there waji nothing to 
prevent his becoming the Chief Minis¬ 
ter and leader of the Congress (I) in 
Punjab. Darbara Singh could simply 
have said thfe government did not 
accept the Gurdev Singh Commission 
report, calling it politically motivated. 
Since the legislature had set up the 
Commission, it could also do away with 
it. The matter would have ended there. 

The re{>ort is likely to increase the 
infighting in the Punjab Congress (I) 
between the supporters of the two 




leaders. Most Congress (I) MPs from- 

S ab who support Zail Singh accuse 
ara Singh of indulging in “person¬ 
al vendetta^. Darbara Singh should 
have consulted Mrs Gandhi before 
tabling the report, they say. Some of 
them are even threatening to organise 
the dissident Congress (I) members in 
the Punjab legislature. This of course 
could make things difficult for the CM 
as the Congress (I) envoys only a 
slender nine-member majority in the 
assembly Zail Singh’s group in also 
trying to muster the suraort of the 
non-Jat members in the Congress (I) 
legislative Party, who add up to 43 out 
of a total of 63 members. If this 
succeeds, Darbara Singh, who is a Jat, 
may lose considerable bargaining pow¬ 
er in the Party 

The report of the Commission is 
however, unlikely to affect the Home 
Minister politically. To begin with, the 


Congress (I) has never taken much 
notice of commissions of inquiry 
started during its days out of power. 
Second, the commission can be called 
politically motivated Third, no 
charges of financial corruption have 
been brought against Zail Singh. 

The Congress (1), it seems, has 
worked out a way to ease the growing 
infighting After Darbara Singh’s talks 
with Mrs Gandhi, it has been decided 
that the committee comprising the 
Home Secretary of Punjab, the Inspec¬ 
tor General of Police, the Advocate 
General and the Director of Vigilance 
set up by the Punjab government to 
examine the findings of the Commis¬ 
sion and make recommendations on 
them will conclude that the the report 
is politically motivated and suggest 
that the matter be dropped 

SAUMITRA BANERJEE, Delhi 


Home Department’s budgetary de¬ 
mands in the state legislature.” Very 
Victorian, one almost expected him to 
swoon. 

The CM’s tour was treated with a 
cyncial shrug by most newspaper read 
ers next morning. In fact, they were as 
bored as the prostitutes of Pavavala 
Lane. A Congress (1) member said, if 
Mr Antulay wanted to see liquor being 
distilled he could have walked behind 
his spacious bungalow. Just a few 
yards away liquor is brewed in several 
manholes. 

The more knowledgeable saw this 
night-out as a further cooperation be 
tween the ruling Congress (I) and the 
Shiv Sena. According to one source, 
the Shiv Sena allegedly takes regidar 
’protection money’ from dancing 
schools, brothels and liquor, joints in 
the form of donations to their ‘shakas’ 
in the area. It is also a well-known fact 


The CM's night out 


One 'tour' he will not forget 

M r Abdul Rehman Antulay, Chief ii 
Minister of Maharashtra, has d 


i.VxMinister of Maharashtra, has 
been compared to the legendary Ha- 
roon Al-Rashid who went incognito 
round Bombay after dark to take stock 
of what IS called the chief “criminal 
sub-culture” One wonders if this com¬ 
parison IS not unfair to the fabulous 
Al-Rashid Mr Antulay hardly dis¬ 
guised himself, he took the conspi¬ 
cuously tall and goodlookin^. Inspec¬ 
tor J Rebiero Accompanying them 
was the well-known Shiv Sena legisla¬ 
tor, Pramod Navalkar, sporting a wal¬ 
rus moustache. 

The Itinerary of the convoy, that 
included three cars, began in a dingy 
bylane in the heart of Bombay’s busi¬ 
ness district. Flora Fountain. In a 
dilapidated building there, Mr Antu¬ 
lay and his entourage trundled up the 
rickety steps at the end of which was a 
liquor bar and a welcome smile from a 
hefty lungi-clad owner. Lungi-clad 
South Indians are anathema to Shiv 
Sainiks like Mr Navalkar. And more so 
when they run hooch and vice dens 
without financing the local Shiv Sena 
‘shaka’. 

They were asked if they wanted 
whiskey or fruit juice. The ‘cronies’ 
whispered among thamselves. The 
broad smiles and their owners immedi¬ 
ately disappeared. Mr Antulay left 
soon after. From Flora Fountain the 
convoy speeded its way to Grant Road. 
They went to Pavavala Lane which has 
rows of tumble-down buildings. Each 
building has prostitutes and bars. The 
bars were crowded and business and 
fun were in full swing, when Mr Antu¬ 
lay arrived. He was shown into a ‘less 
crowded’ bar. They were then accosted 
by pimps with a 'saab chokri chahiye’ 
request. Girls dressed in bri^t, col¬ 
ours talked on unconcerned near by. 

From Gram Road to Dongri, the' 
party made its way a* dawn was break¬ 


ing. They did not visit the narcotic 
dens and passed on to Sion-Koliwada, 
where they saw the feverish activity of 
hooch makers. There were trucks load¬ 
ing and leaving with the illicit liquor. 
The Chief Minister is believed to nave 
counted about 200 vehicles After the 
tour, the Chief Minister is said to have 
said: “All this is a shame. I will 
announce my plan in my reply to the ’ 

Abdul Rehman Antulay 





that almost all political Parties give 
protection to some sections of the 
underworld. The ruling Party being 
the most powerful, naturally gives the 
largest amount of protection money. 
The Party conseouently receives the 
largest underworld funds. Mr Antu- 
lay’s message to the underworld is 
loud and clear, according to one 
source. It is: “We are the only ones you 
should deal with.” 

There are also those who believe 
that Mr Antulay is genuinely worried 
about the law and order situation. The 
opposition he knew were going to get a 
lot of mileage from the deteriorating 
law and order situation in the city. Day 
light tram robberies, many of them a 
stone’s throw away from Dharavi 
which IS not only the largest slum 
pocket in the city, but also has the 
most powerful vice kings of the city. It 
is said that soon after he took over as 
Chief Minister, Mr Antulay requested 
Police Commissioner Kasbekar to send 
his policemen in disguise round the 
city to check on the trouble spots. Mr 
Kasbekar failed to do this, so the CM 
took Mr Kasbekar’s deputy and went 
around. The vei^ next day it was 
known that Mr luisbekar was on his 
way out 

The 40-year-old prohibition squad 
and anti-gambling squad of the-Bom¬ 
bay police have been disbanded and 
the beat system has been introduced. 


The Chief Minister told the Assem¬ 
bly, the morning after his midnight 
foray; ‘Nobody can say there is anyone 
who- expressM more concern on the 
taw and order situation than I did. This 
is an extremely serious matter. Every 
section of society is dependent on an 
efficient system of law and order. So it 
is not enough merely to feel con¬ 
cerned, we must give deep thought to 
the problem. Nobody can say that 
there are no solutions, but they have 
to be found and effectively im¬ 
plemented.’ But according to the boot¬ 
leggers and vice-kings ‘the show will 

g o on. For a while we will shut down, 
ut only for a while.’ 


OLGA TELUS, Bombay 



T ho exhibition ot the Hindi film 
Lok Pdilok has bt cri suspended 
for two month-' pending an inquin 
under Section,f> of the ( inemato 
giaph Ai t I his Ct ntral (lovt rnmeni 
notifuation was st nt to the him s 
pioducer S Venk ilaialnarn, \sho is 
also the settpi venter and photo 
graphei Rt ason . Appaieiillv the 
film moeked Hindu mvthologv Re 
leased fiisi m (akuita the tilni 
stars leiitiidia I'lemiiath IV veil 
Vaima and Javapradh i and is only a 
me'dioiie f'*m In junt it was 
sereenu d in l)t Ihi hui no sooner was 
the first month o\et vten the' sell 
proil aimed Hin t a lots 
approached the aiith uu and had 
the film suspended 

“Praetieall'v evets p< i-.on in 
volved in this film is a dt'vo it Hin 
du,”pioducer S Verikatai itn im told 
me in his Madras oftn o We have, 
not invented or twisted mvthologv m 
this film Our hero has a dieam and 
enters the Yamaloka He has an 
argument with Lord Yama and per 
suades him to come down to eatth 
for a brief pt'iiod Ihe him is an 
entertaining satire, and it was never 
our intention to hint the sentiments 
of Hindus It’s true that Lord Indra 
sent Menaka to sedute Vishwamil 
ra ” assents the producer “ft’s part 
of the Hindu mvthologv In our film 


win I. the heio turns up in \an'ilo 
ka he iirids \ ama punishing a mm 
foi sending call girls to luh biisi 
nessmen lesid.ng in hvtstat hotels 
Suddtiilv he M mcmbe'is the mvihi> 
logical c pisutlc \\ hat kind ot |usli( e 
IS this lit d.k 1 Old \ ama When 
I Old liuu ( '11 Sind Mt nakd to 
Vishvs.iiiiiti I \o'i tohiale it bui 
when ,om I dv dot s similvr thing > 
you call him i pimp f i t debauch 

Lok r.iilck I I I fin ike ol a 
thici veai old ali tiiuc Iclugu hit 
madt by tin saim piotiucet and 


diieetor “N T Rama Rao, who has 
several mvthologttal hits to hts ere- 
dit and whom many people sincerely ^ 
adoie as the avatar of I’uranit gods 
played the role enacted by Jeeten 
di a 111 the Hindi version," continued 
S Venkataratuam Ihe lelugu ver 
Sion ran for 100 days in 29 centres 
thioughout Andhra and it cele 
brated silver jubilees tn 14 eer tes, 
a recoid tun foi any Lelugu film till 
then “hveri in Tirupati, the most 
famous temple town m India, the 
film attracted lull houses for over 
too days recalled its producer 
“And afici a gip of two vears when 
we leleast d ir again the rush to see 
It was s,> great that lout people died 
lit a St inipech m Vishakapatnam ’’ 
He was inspiied to make the original 
vei Sion after seeing films like Death - 
Fakes a Holiday and fhuk Gaya 
Aastn in Ihe oiigitial veision was 
It leased in 1977 liicidt ntallv the 
iamil vetsion ol thi tiim ) amanuk 
ku ) anian taircd Sivap (.anesan 
tV'ul Siipiiva I hough ii did not have 
ill t s|)eeted suetts , it was teimtd 
as average ^ceoidinq to the trade 
ciiclcs Imagine Snap t.anesan 
acting in a film tluii has to do 
anything against Hindu gods,” con 
tinned V enkdtaratnam ‘Iwenty 
five viais ago he bioki away from 
the PMK tilm scent since he did not 
w uit to act III am atheistic lilms ” 

I hi Hindi .trsion closi Iv follows 
till liiugi one Wc iianslated the 
diali gut md t haran Das Shokh re 
wioti I hem in Hindi Ihere are 
many political digs m the film but 
they wcit not aimed at any polMieal 
pet son 01 Party as such ” 

Ihe Hindi version tost Rs 70 
lakhs iiul so far it has netted only Rs 
20 lakh' “If the film had enjoyed an 
uninterrupted run,we would have 
been able to tetovrr the investment 
in the touisf ot the next two years 
specially ftom ‘B” and “C” sta 
tions ’ lamented its maker 

ARTHUR PAIS, 

Madras 


'Kashmir is in east India' 


A school textbook says this 

A book pubbshed by the National 
Council for Educational Re¬ 
seat ch and Teaching and pre- 
si nbed as text for class HI students 
of St Joseph’s Girls* School in 
Bhubaneshwar, says that Kashmir 
is m the east of our country and 
Assam in the west, discovered 
Swarup Jena The book eantled 
Elementary Social Studies says in 
us very first .chapter on the “Hima¬ 
layan Range” that it “extends in 


me northern part of Indie from 
Kashmir in the east to Assam in the 
west “ In the same chai^r rBInos 
are said to be found imtbe Tirai 
region The book Is writttn by ah 
educauonal bigwig, J. Euste, depth 
ty secretan of the Couhcil Ior4wi- 
an School Cwt^icate Ekiailtlatioa, 
and has been published PithM- 
ter Book Oe|wt OiMii 
m student! o* ^ Joawh’i, 
hove tn 

ten in tteuf' (ext lto<dts,'ifra 












•^Delhi's criminals 
are undeterred 


Crime rate rises 

Tj’I I ( 1 J GovfinmtMU that 
XZiwoiks Impio\t law and order 
in tilt tounttv Must had betn the 
issues on whu h the ( oiiHressCI) had 
bi en (ietttd But look what is happen 
ing now 111 I>tlhi Ihtieaie buigUnes 
and dieoities luit neailv tvtrvday 
said Ariin (.jo> il a resident of lagoie 
l*aik whieh ad|oins Delhi’s Moelei 
Town On two eonseeutive nights 
daeoiiit took plaet belt despite 
^ point pitrol fwo ptople wtle hospit 
alised with seveie ii.tunes Between b 
July ind lb filly there were seven 
e isi ol eliioitits and biiiglarit s 
Wliilt iritni in flu laiiild' is on iht 
ini ri ise iiid the jitoplt in tetling 
iiieit isiiiiK insetim Delhi s Polite 
< oiiiniissioiit I P S Bhinder is in 
''losiovv ludyint the sicuntv in in^t 
mtnisfoi the Olynipn to prt p.nt for 
he Asi in ( iint s to In held in IH Ihi in 
]'JS2 

I hen hi b( en a lot of exaggeia 
tion Init erimes hi\( betn ‘akirg 
pine bill he eritii'* thing is being 
b! iwn out ol piopottion slid Delhi’s 
fiepiiti ( < minissiontt of Polite 
(tiirne ) L)i K. K Paul 1 don t think 
ih^it IS mil h piiii' iniong the peopl*' 
of Delhi People still move about free 
iv It IS just til It nt ws is 1 (ing pieked 
up bv out luwsi pt 1 111 n anoth» F 
and t ises of ei line art bi ing splashed 
all ovti Ttii-. t piibtolv what n 
eaiisiiig punt though there is no real 
basis to It 

Despite what the polite maintain, it 
IS tine that residents of Delhi are 
beginning to feel inseeuie as the crime 
late rises Said Mr Bajaj of Model 
I own Iheie is a general feeling of 
anxiety emong us now Inspite of in 
ere ased poliee patrolling we still fee 1 
insecure As far as I can lememher 
this is the first time that crimes have 
been taking plate at suth a fantastie 
'j rate And it is happening right under 
* the nose of the polite We women 
have to fate the worst of it,” said Mrj 
Shourie, also from the same aiea 
“Before, during the day at least, theie 
was no reason for fee ling stai ed N<iw, 
when we women are alone at home, we 
enquire before we open the door 
After all, if daeoities tan take place 
during the day, why ean’t some mis 
creant justwalk in, kqock us told and 
rob us and go awayf” 

In faet, on 9 July, six young men 
raided the shop of a leading dry fi uit 
sellei .n the Karol Bagh area They 
made off with F s5,000 in cash, four 
wristwatches and a gold tham, after 
pring up the five employees and blind 
folding a woman receptionist The 
f dacoits I ansacked the premises for 90 
minutes in bioad daylight They are 
yet to be apprehended 

But what has caused the most panic 


in Delhi ate thetwo consecutive 
daeoities in Model I own m North 
Delhi On 14 July in the early hours of 
the morning a number of dacoits 
aimed with lathis and iron rods en 
teied the house ol Mi Bhandari in 
Modi 1 Iiwn beat up Mr and Mis 
Bhindaii lolleeted all the cash and 
lewdltiy III the house and ran awav 
The Bhandaii couple weie beaten up 
so badly that they had to be hojpitai 
ised for 'atial fractures Astf this wd‘ 
not enough the yerv next ntgh* 
dacoits laidcd the* house of Mi H 
Maheshwaii pist a little ovei i 
kilnnietie away from the house ot Mr 
Hhandari The dacoits (scaped with 
sf yen steel trunks full of cloth* s iiid 
lewellery A police picket ol thin 
constables was on duty on the load 
just outside the housi wlub the 
thieves collected then booty vVhen 
the cry of t/ioi ciioi went u{ iiiii ilie 
da. oils escaped the pol ce wm ,ii->t 
I”) yards from the house I he am* 
night the Addition il Comniissioni i of 
Police Rang* i Mt Sui )it Singh Di pu 
ty Commissionei of Polite iNoithj inti 
Assistant C ( nmiissioner of Polite (K 


ingsway Camp), weie patrolling the 
area 

“WE feel so helpless If, while 
senior police officers are patrolling an 
area, a dacoity takes ptaie theu can 
you imagine what will happen where 
the police patiolling isn i particularly 
heavy’’’ asked an irate resident of 
.South Delhi “ Fins panic," said Dr 
Paul, ‘is really all psychological Peo 
pie still go tor night shows icstaiirants 
aie cinwded and iheie arc caison the 
road Ihis iiist shows that there is no 
leal feai 4nd the crime isn t teally on 
the increase 

But aeeordiiig to the annual leport 
of the Ministry ot Home Affairs, there 
IS cvidtiite of an overall inciease in 
the mcidtnet of crime in the capital in 
the fiscal yeai ending 11 March 
Aecoiding to this leport as compared 
to the pitvious year in 1979 80 mur 
ders lose Irom 17b to 197 attempts to 
minder from 228 to 104 iiots from 330 
to 151 and thefts from 24,829 to 
25 5b0 1 veil cniiiinal 'neidents have 
bicn on the rise I hough the Deputy 
Commissionei of Police fCrime) mam 
tains that wi should not see a mons 
ter when there is no shadow,” it is 
iiuc that Climes are taking place and 
mere ised police paiiulling has made 
no visible difference in the city 

SAUMITRA BANERJEE, Delhi 


A marriage of consequence 


O N 15 lulv 1980 Milapchaiid 
lain >t Akola Manarashtia 
marrii d Maiijii ihurad a 22 vcai 
old widow with 1 two year old 
dau,,ht(i at t, hhattisgath MP The 
widow m II ri i; e a taboo in tht I tin 
community cr< aled a se nsation 
ind pel hips maiks the beginning 
ot 1 socnl levoluiion in ihi com 
inimitv 

Soon afti r her widowhood Man 
ju returned lO live with hti 1 ithi i 
Sampat lal Buhl a at Raipui I he 
plight of hts daughtci moved Sam 
pat lal and he resolved to get hi. 
daughti r remariu d despite the tx 
isting taboo But the huidlcs wite 
many, the gre iti st being the task of 
peisuading Man)u to agice to 
anothet inaiiiigi lii alone the 
opposition I lorn the community 
But bamiiai lal let his conviitioris 
get tht belter ot him and forged 
ihead with tht full support of hts 
lamily behind him 

! am very happy As a fathei it 
was nn pi tint duty to make my 
daughter happy and provide her 
security in her future life And I 
have done rnv duty,” Sampat Lal 
told me when I met him on the 
night of the maiiiage His fears of 
facing a stiong opposition from the 
orthodox jams of the community 
were dispelled by the presence of a 
large number of important Jam 
personalities on the occasion 
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Man ill /din 

Milapchand Jam, the groom told 
me that a young widow must have 
the right to remarry and sliould be 
given the opportunity, if she de 
sued to get married He was 
opposed to the custom of not allow 
ing a widow to remarry and grab 
bed the first opportunity that came 
his way to take a revolutionary 
step 

The community has taken the 
marriage m good spirit Some prom 
mem membeis opined that they 
would probably formulate a rule 
whereby a widower would be 
allowed to mairy a widow provided 
both are young 

M. KHER, Raipur 



Dubai: Fortune seekers'nightmare 


Indian labourers get a bad deal 

T he jumbo jet took off for Dubai 
from Bombay on 26 April 1980 On 
board were 72 Indian masons absorbed 
in their dreams of becoming rich in the 
not so distant future. According to the 
terms of the contract under which they 
had been recruited, they were to work 
for one year on a monthly wage of 
about Rs 2,500 Free food and accom¬ 
modation awaited them in return of 
the eight hour a day work It was an 
attractive offer that bi ought them 
from their villages in Rajasthan, Pun 
jab and Gujarat But the dream was 
short-lived. Disappointment turned tp 
desperation forcing them to flee But 
only a few were lucky enough to get 
away. 

Soon after reaching Hatta, the 
worksite, 140 km from Dubai, the 
masons were separated into groups 
and sent to various parts of the site. 

Work was to begin immediately. Thus 
began the routine ' work starting at 
five in the morning and often con¬ 
tinuing till eleven at ni^t. Work 
was to proceed nonstop. Refusal to do 
so often resulted in severe beatings by 
the Pakistani contractors who used 
iron rods, shovel handles and every 
other object that they could lay their 
hands on. Sometimes hot water was 



poured on their bodies. 

Finally, they could bear it no more 
Around forty masons tried to run 
away But in vain. The Pakistani con¬ 
tractors caught up with them and 
despite police intervention, they were 
severely beaten up and sent back to 
the worksite. 

Subsequently they tried to escape 
once again. This time four labourers 
succeeded. They reached India on 7 
vfuly 1980. Baluram, Moot Chand, 
Siyaram and Tomaram described the 
situation to me. “Our people are 
forced to work there day and night. If 


somebody does not work he is beaten 
up mercilessly Ten Indians are put 
under twenty Pakistanis and as a re¬ 
sult, our people are unable to face 
them. Out of four masons from our 
village two of them (were beaten up so 
badly that they ) were unable to stand 
up They were asked to work or face 
corporal punishment. We are afraid 
they might have succumbed to their 
injuries by now.” » 

Before returning to India, these and 
other labourers had taken their story 
of plight to the authorities and labour 
courts but to no avail. “We pleaded in 
vain with Lai Sahib (the Indian consu¬ 
late officer) to go to Hatta and see for 
himself the plight of the Indians en¬ 
gaged by the Pakistani contractor. But 
every time he would say that he was 
helpless and could not do anything in 
the matter”, said Mool Chand. 

Meanwhile, a letter from Dubai 
describing the misery of the Indian 
labourers reached Danta, Ramgarh A 
cable was sent immediately to the 
Indian consul in Dubai requesting 
prompt action. Lai went to Hatta 
accompanied by the Pakistani contrac¬ 
tor Ghulam Sarwar. A very perfunc¬ 
tory survey was made and Lai left soon 
after with the 80-odd masons at the 
mercy of the contractor. 

MILAP CHAND DANDIYA Jaipur 


RANBAXY'S 

Afewfads you should know. 


Why not raw Garlic? 

Raw garlic 
cloves have 
to be chew 
ed before the 
extract acts 
mside the 
when chewed, 
an unpleasant 
smell. When swallowed, they 
are difficult to digest And the 
extraction is incomplete 




cooked 
Garlic? 


On cooking, the effective 
medicinal properties 
of garlic are lost 


Garlic has been well- 
known from earliest 
times for its medicinal 
properties. Medical 
authorities have 
accepted the value of 
,garlic in correcting 
various health problems. 
Garlic can be taken raw 
or cooked or in capsule 
form. But to derive the 
maximum medicinal 
benefits from garlic, it 
should be taken in the 
most effective way. 


WhyRAIMBAXYS 


Ranbaxy Laboratories, a trusted name with the medical 
profession, now gives you all the benefits of raw garlic 
—without the smell Ranbaxy's Garlic Pearls contain 
the pure extract of raw garlic in easy-to-digest, 
soft gelatin capsules—the most effective way 
of deriving the medicinal properties of garlic 
RANBAXY'S 

Help relieve gas and indigestion, 
ease heartburn. 

^ Reduce high cholesterol levels 
Help ease disabling joint pains. 

Prevent and control recurring 
coughs and colds. 

Take Ranbaxy's Garlic Pearls—everyday 
It's a bealtby babit. 


The natural wsQT to all-round health. 





Behind the Phantom Leaf 


Scientists achieve a breakthrough 



Prof Kejanwal, Dr J K Choudhury and A Chaitopadhyay 


A sutosh came running in to tell 
xxme he has got the first Phantom 
Leaf Effect But I did not believe him”, 
said Dr J K.Choudhury, the Head of 
the Department of Electrical En¬ 
gineering, Jadavpur University, Cal¬ 
cutta He was describing the maior 
breakthrough in Kirlian photomaphy, 
which he and his teammates had re¬ 
cently achieved. We were sitting in an 
anteroom of the University’s Electric¬ 
al Measurement and Standardisation 
Laboratory with Dr Choudhury, the 
team leader, a distinguished professor 
in his own field. Dr P C Kejanwal, 
another teacher of the department and 
of course Mr Asutosh Chattopadhyay, 
a research scholar. 

It all began towards the end of 1977 
when Or Choudhury and Dr Kejanwal 
submitted a proposal to the Depart¬ 
ment of Science and Technology 
(DST). The proposal was very matter 
of fact: “We have no knowledge of the 
field (Kirlian Photography), but are 
aware of the immense potentiality of 
research in the line”. It was not until 
March 1978 that the DST got in touch 
with the scientists. But when it did, 
there was good news. A ^ant of Rs 
1.82 lakhs had been sanctioned. With 
the money work began in earliest. 

^ The Jadavpur team concentrated 
^on the fabrication and the develop¬ 
ment of the proper equipment which 
they referred to as the ‘pulse gener¬ 
ator’. “I stressed the development of 
the pulse generator and other ancil¬ 
lary equipment”, explained Dr 
Choudhury. “Once that was done the 
various parameters would be controll¬ 
able, after which obtaining the Phan¬ 
tom Leaf Effect would not be very 
difficult”. However, Mr Chatto- 
I»dh]py was more keen on obtaining 
the Phantom Leaf Effect and carried 
out ei^riments secretly along those 
lines. The first indication of the ^fect 
was obtained in March 1979. Like its 
predecesors, it was obtained more by 
V chance and the ideal conditions could 
'not be pin-pointed as yet. 

What essentially is the Phantom 
Leaf Effect? Pescribed in simple 


terms, it is a phenomenon in Kirlian 
photography in which, after a section 
of a leaf has been cut-off and actually 
removed, the photograph of the leaf, 
complete with internal structure and 
contour of the entire leaf, is obtained. 
As though the leaf has not been cut at 
all. The fact that the whole leaf 
appears in the photograph, when in 
reality a part of it did not exist at the 
time of the photography has earned 
for Itself the name ‘Phantom’ leaf 
effect It was not until October 1979, 
that the team succeeded in developing 
a highly sophisticated pulse generator 
‘‘The next step was simple”, said Dr 
Choudhury That same year in Decem¬ 
ber, 40 out of lOO leaves yielded 
successful results. 

Attempts at Kirlian photography, 
an X-ray like photography of the inter¬ 
nal structure of soft living tissues, 
dates back to the late 1930s, and have 
been tried by many scientists the 
world over. Till the winter of 1979, the 
repetition rate was only two to five per 
cent: that is , out of 100 leaves, only 
two to five leaves yielded the Phantom 
effect. The Indian group’s achiev- 
ments. were twdfold. First, by the 
beginning of 1980, 50 to 80 out of 100 


leaves gave the effect. What was more 
important, the conditions best suited 
for the effect were specifically 
obtained. Thus, photography of the 
Phantom Leaf Effect ceased to be an 
accident as had been the nature of a 
few stray cases in the past Second, 
although Kirlian photography of living 
tissues had been obtained in colour by 
a few American scientists, coloured 
photogiaphs of the Phantom Effect 
were yet to be got The Indian scien¬ 
tists obtained photographs in which 
not only the internal structure of the 
remaining part of the leaf is coloured, 
but the Phantom Effect also appears in 
colour “This has never happened be¬ 
fore”, pul in Dr Kejariwal, “and is an 
extremely high achievement " 

Response from the western world 
was spectacular In January 1980 Dr 
Warren J Kurtz, Research Associate 
of the department of Orthopedic 
Surgery, College of Physicians and 
Surgeons, Columbia University, New 
York wrote to Dr Choudhury ‘‘I would 
like to congratulate you and your 
colleagues for your fine efforts to¬ 
wards objectifying the “phantom leaf” 
phenomenon. I have myself attempted 
to reproduce the effect and know the 
amount of work required to find the 
correct electrical conditions I am 
looking forward to receiving complete 
papers detailing your work .” In 
March, the executive director of the 
International Kirlian Reasearch Asso¬ 
ciation, Edward S. Graff wrote to the 
secretary of the Institute of Engineers 
(India) stressing the importance of the 
contribution 

Indeed, the importance of Kirlian 
photography lies in its multifarious 
applications in cancer research, 
psychiatry and metallography Espe¬ 
cially notable is its use in cancer 
research where the phenomenon en¬ 
ables the detection of the disease at a 
stage when conventional methods of 
cancer detection do not give any in¬ 
dication of the disease. 

5. URMILA MAJUMDAR 
Calcutta 



Sheikh Abdullahs 
Controversial Speech 


On Juh li nhuh is lKi\ in f.inumi iiiil K is/imii 

Chut Miinsrti Sluikh Mohnniindd Ahdullih rii.uh in 
inip<nft'oni d •>{!(• th to tho youth nhufi liciiinu mu 
contioMr^ud /«*tdiise ot uttdin nfett‘iu(\ m Indid dtid 
Pdkisian Jh( point wdy thumn up yytufht I tin S/k lA/i/uJ 
by irdtiiiut (iiusthintd tht Iditthdt h idiniii iv is ipditol 
liidid A/.ifU politudi It ddt rs /« dctt n •■lidiidy to tht spt i yh 
dnd the Sheikh himselt cdmt hi Ikihi to ildiity to llonu 
Ministti /dll Sinnh dtid Pnmi Mini^'i i Inditd (lUndhi thdt 
tht te vtdt no tiueslton ot thdilt ngiiip k tshmir’s dctession to 
thy Indhin Union We tepiodiut tin lull ti\t of this spt t ih 

htipe ><iu will pdtit>ritl\ listen to vshdt I hast to 
sav 1 Lannot speak st.inciiiu Imausi ot mv 
iniJispositioii Ixaitlv 154 tiis leo ilu pto 
pie of this state su'taintd i lii^; stienia Iht 
iilot was in the shape ol tlie s.ih ol 'hi > I ind bv 
the Btiiish to (>ulab Singh in 184(> at Natiak Sh ili foi Ks 7 s 
lakhs iVgainst this pnic, the state along with its peopk its 
rivers and its mount iins, was sold as a >alabU eoinmodiiv 
This deal eoneerned a people with a glorious pisi a land 
which had given buth to great and illastiioiis kings like 
Lalitadiiya and Zatii iil ab Dm and whose frontiiis ix 
tt ndtd upto China, on the one side, and Peshawai Punt ib 
fsutlei and Bcas on the othei Ihe people of this son had 
once turned bai k the army of \kbar the (■re it Iht same 
people were condemned to the extent that they wet 
publicly auctioned through a sale deed 

Ihe peopl* of Kashmir struggled tor a centuiv to wipe 
out this ugly blot, which hung ovei the minds ot sensitive 
Kashmiris whethci they lived here or tied the I ind under 
duitss One among them was the poet philusoplii i Iqbal, 
who iiuoked world opinion against the sale deed in this 
mannei 

Bddi sdhd dgdr bd Cenevd 
Cu/di kuni, 

Hdtii /dind bi mujlisi aAwarn ba^go 
Dthqdn wa kisht wd jo wa ba'aban 
Idiokhtdtid, 

Qiioaidy f iiokhtdnd wd chi dUJii tdn khtund 
( O Moi ning Breo/e, if thou passe lb bv Cu nt\a, convev an 
appeal ftorn us to the League of Nations they sold the 
faimei the lit Id the rivule* and the \ lie 'lies sold a 
people and how iheaplyi) 

I am addifssing the youth who partiiipated ii this 
procession today On seeing their eiithusia.m and zeal I 
wonder whether they were aware of the plight ot their 
forefathers undei laveis who weie barterecl away is if 
they were not hum m beings but the meiehandise of a 
warehouse 

The people ol Kashmn strove for over hundred years to 
remove this stigma Out movement did not start in 1911 In 
fact, history has it the pe ople made efforts to erase the 
stain of slavery at various points of time But it called for 
sacrifices It called tor the lilootl of the people of Kashmir 
At last, with divine metcy the blood flowed down the 
arteries of the martyrs whose sicrifices we commemorate 
today These maityrs showed the path to the people as to 
how the stigma of slavery could be lemoved It is to freshen 
the memory of the martyrs and thtir sacrifices that we 
assemble every year at their graveyard We shower flowers 
on them and renew the pledge that never again shall we 
allow anybody to enter into a deal that would amount to 
subjugating this land, its people, itj mountains and its 
rivers'again 
36 


111 1911 wi look a plungi with the unshakable and 
II u pu ssibk di tci miiiation that c itlici wc tut oui sclvt oi 
vaiiisli 111 the process We stipptd onto the ticld# iimcd 
with < out idenct in the Almighty and in oiii sc Ivi s Oui steps 
did not halt till we wiped away the stigma ol slavciy Wc 
endtd till supiemacy of the dvtiasty which had foisted 
Itself on us claiming to have bought this land and its poopli, 
Old considered itself to be tlu ole aibitr r of then destliiv 
W< axed the fetters that bound us for icnttiiies I hit 
ficcdoin called tor saciifices is what repeatedly waiiants 
the attention ol the youth of today Altei attaining frr e 
iloiii one has to siet nn it and tiisuie that the happenings 
which inslucd our past generations do not lecur 

111 the past such happenings landed us and oui ancestois 
into inriuinc table ttac.iii,, ^ uch conditions should not oci in 
again is had in the pcst to < i' thousands ol oui suppit ssed 
ind iniioceni compatrio ■>, i tarcation oi to flee then 
liiiiiths to seek rcfu(i o It tan be possible only 

when we piesene out lit e sh iiild umleistand that 

coiistaril \igil and alaciil' i once loi lieedom Iveiv 
vtMr we observi 13th luly, i, ('ay Appuiii'lv it is 

a luiiction but behind it li ; philosophy and a lof'y 

obiectiye Ihe day leminds ihi youth ot the time s whi n ihr 
land Its people, its users and I's mountains were sold as a 
commodity What followed then is a tragii chapter of 
liistoiy when during the autocritii lule oui places ot 
worship wc If tuined into stib’ ind aiinouiifs Our 
shiincs wtic burnt The Khank '1 lull i esc iped ih s 
wrath iniraculouslv IhefaniiaAi 'ained sealed t u 

yeais, with even the Azjtj banned 1 i the plight of 

leligioiis places one could guess tlu of the people 

One cannot suppress one’'' tea's on gou lu di the pages 
ot history 

A t last a time came when the provifi i nerey on 

our pitiable conditions Ihe \lmight, > 's, it was 

the divine will that an urge for freedom w d in oui 

hearts We struggled aiiu our vouth shed o ood to 

lemove the stains of slavery Inis thiisty Ian d the 

same blood Iht mailyrs exposed their bu i • before 
bullets None ot them got a bullet in his hack Ihe 
commissions set up at that time were presided ovu ly 
Bririshers They were confused that all the Kashmn is i ' 
got bullet, on their bieasts This yva<- the sentiment lUw 
enabled us to remove the stigma ol bondage But a question 
lemained that if we do not preserve and protect out 
frt edom, we would fmd ourselves in the same co’^'diticins as 
111 the past It IS for this reason that we assemhle at the 
martyrs’ graveyard eveiy year We take a pledfe that we 
will uphold the honour and sanctity of the blooi le 1 by the 
martyrs to wash off the stigma of our forefat u' We will 
ne vei again allow our land and the people to bv. c iisidc red 
a salable commodity It is unfortunate that frorts ate 

being made People from outside cannot i c, the depth 
of the wounds of out heatts We washed ih, c i. ms by the 
blood of out martyrs If anyone is under the iui’>i> aon that 
we will degenerate to the same plight, ', grossly 
mistaken 

Kashmiris aie a people with a glorious past which 
touched low depths at one time and emerged out of u by 
offering a gteat many sacrifices I^en they achieved 
fieedom Today, we take a pledge before the niaityis that 
we will crown their dreams with success and make their 
sacrifices fiuitful 1 remember the scene of 13 July, 1931, 
when some martyrs were breathing their last and their 
relatives wc 11 crying here At that time, one of the martyi s, 
before taking his last breath, called me and said, “Sheikh 
Sahib, we have > ischarged our duty Now it is my wish that 








you will remind the people that they never forget their 

w this wish of the martyrs echoes in my ears even today I 
am worried, any negligence on our part may land us in the 
same conditions Our state does have such people, isho can 
afford to barter away the honour and dignity of the entire 
people, not to speak of their own, against a bottle of wine 
What happened in 1913’ We had waged a long struggle to 
preserve out honour and to completely erase the stains of 
slavery Then what mateiial desire again engulfed us on to 
the fetters’ Those who deceived us were amongst us and 
this time too a similar group of people is active So lar as 
they are concerned, when thiy jumped into the election 
arena you made it clear to them that they c'uld not enioy 
your confidence and trust Fhes forefciteJ then di posits 
But this time thev have montv 

They ate tiying to bu\ ihe lo\ iltits of oui inn ictnt 
youth I hey are always anxious to mi,list tin voiing Iheii 
objective is to tnfk with Kishniii indivnliiality ind 
integrity, and to mike as dnnt to tloii 'urts Wc dm' 
want to allow aiiyont to •■eiti Mu dd tmid tuin> V\e luvc 
warned them that \ou Site n ,d i\ ^d K oi i ' at a id 
if similar etforts at lepeitid ht^vonstmn rnt vm ukl not 
be pleasant We have rt uht ti this loi tlu ion t it mi dav ' 
lift of a lion i> equal to the hi d m i s i i ukd 
These peopk i vi n h ivt bi t r h< i i* i r i M it ikh 
Sahih was now getting oid and v\^ have to a i ui I i' ttk 
These ptopk think We tried i<*b?ibt t>e< , n in t n lUi 
and eash and exiled She ikh Sah b lot li)n<> t . oiit ml pi ie( 
from his home and vet we have in t suceneUd in miking 
the people forget him It is bttiri now to w u 1 i i vi ii or 
so, as he IS getting Old uid then the fiound will m oprnfir 
us They don t want Kashmiris to li i < a s'-iong le i k rship 
they want Kashmiiis to be led ‘^y tho*e v lin hive lo 
charactei and touiage of eo'iviction lhe\ irnow Sheikh 
Mohammad Abdullah can’t be bought 

When sueh a situation irises voii should make it clear 
that now thcie is n rt orilv one She i e Krshm r Dut every 
child ot K ishmir is She* e> Ka hniir i veiv liild here has 
resolved that we will not illow ai \ lompnmi i wi'h oii. 
honour and dignirv is was elone bv *he diiti h ihtouph 
V Gulib Singh A proof oi this h is to be* t>iv< n t i 'he w nirl 
This can withstand ind icj) ilse ans oils' mglif ot thi < nemv 
This shield i> the National Conft ei e whuli i is ilvv iv 
thdllv,nged selfish inttie-sts Mahni)t fl in *nni S < d 
others A shield which ihaikiigcd f’lKistin m “i)/ md 
suffered the onslaug'u> in 1011 ! vt i\b( dv li id t d i ii i 
for a sold commodi'v, ind a LOw<itdlv In k" iid j « pli 

Pakistan also thought that bv sending s( >n soldo is nni 
a few raiders the v would be abb to iteupv m We iid von 
cannot dominate us a long a wo m due vou i in idv inir 
only on our dead bodu s- Wc have icsoivcel tliat wc will not 
allow anyone whether he is a llinelu m a Mu,bin P d ist ini 
or an Indian, American or Russian to play v\Uh out de stinv 
or accept a situation where wc are tirccd to dance to 
somebody’s tunes We ptefer death t ,iu h i'di We hv.c 
seen many bitternesses in inc VI* have ol served the 
, darkened and glooinv face s si oui brothers and sisteis and 
^ the tears of their ntai and dear ones At thit time w<e 
resolved eithei we change this bic oi we sarntiee oui lives 
We suffered untold miseiies and numerous tortures wcie 
committed on us, but we stood like a roek, thinking ihit as 
long as blood flowed through our vc ins and there was life in 
us, we would not allow anyone to play with out dosimv Tot 
this, It IS necessary that vou have an oiganis non it has a 
leader, and whenever a danger appears, the org inisation, 
becomes a wall of steel to stop (he emslauj'f If thcie is no 
organisation, there is nothing The firs message ot the 
martvis was to make the orginisation siiong Anyone who 
tries lo weaken the organisation, is out enemy which 
dances according to tunes given to them lor paltiy 
considerations 

S OME people do not like a strong leadership for the 
suppressed people of this land so that they tan walk 
with their heads raised The people have, in pr ictice made 
y It clear that the days of oppression art gone The youth who 
are here ready to offer their blood any time, but will not let 
Kashmir arjd its principles suffer It is said that National 
Conference is a regional Party and has no influence in otl er 


The people of Kashmir have firm faith and 
confidence m National Conference and, for this 
reason, they do not care for anybody, be it 
general Zia or Mrs Gandhi 


parts of country But regional Parties do not exist in 
Kashmir alone The people of Kashmir have, in view of 
their endemic and peculiar conditions and problems fos 
rered and made stiong this Party with their blood They 
have firm faith and confidence in this Party even now, and 
for this reason, they do not caie for anybody, be it General 
/id or Mrs Gandhi We have no score to settle with these 
pi r oils but nobody should hat hour the notion that we 
could be led away This will nevei happen So long as we 
live and blood fle^ws through our arteries, such a situation 
will never ciop up 

You must add to the strength ol your organisation, the 
National Conference, and turn it into an impregnable 
torn ess so that no enemy can do any harm to it The minor 
dittfrcnces that occasionally surface in the organisation 
'■hould De ' iti ifiie 1 for bigger objectives Eor, we remain if 
tms fo> f, I ss stands and if if goes wc all go In this context, 
It IS obheatorv on us all to make National Confeience 
tioiieii ind keep us banner aloft Safeguarding the 
lioi'oui ind dignity ot the people ue, with vou now for, we 
have pi i\(.d out part 

VVi will keep distharging our ohlteation tor whatever 
•iDU IS kft with us But the time ha* come that vou take 
1 V( I tne kadttship and discharge the obligations And, 
n iw I* e'epends upon you whethe r vou pie<'erve the freedom 
or not Wt cl laced the 114 yeai old stigma of subjugation 
wsih the sacrifices of the martvis The martyrs also 
Iepresent the martyrs laid to rest at other places in the 
s'a*t like Rajouri Poonch Kotb fammu and other places 
Iht ,t rnirtvis ofleied the blood happily and courageously 
thatwd warranted to wipe aw ly the st iin ot slavery It is to 
be It me inht red that never sh ill such a weakness overtake 
Us ijani S oil have to St ( hove this sugm i affixed us *lf on a 
, f opV who t command hcMd m"' 1 up to I hina on one side 
1(1 I lied h elf ot Inoi 1 on the other 

THA' ntier ill Clide the people ot this 1 iiui tall to 
V sue h i ill spiidhii level in tlit t yes ot iht world that it 
w i tcpitoul IS in is,tmblv ol living ekad-' None is lo 
I i in lot c a We I iir i h es i rrtd by bee oning a victim of 
nil id ilivt ions It thu time also traitois were there 
lire) I ilu )(( pie as 111 w who bhiw thtir truinpetsain the 
ije) u (I 'e 'e vision [hi yout'i aie bribed with money and 
( c nl(i,nt nt I lit youth who get roped in not only barter 
wjv th 110*1 I ir .mil dignitv ol the whole people, but also 
icpt It the ale died stiu'k between the British and Gulab 
'si’igh 1 wiiit to po'c this (pie,tion to the youth will that 
*(itiatioi tiop up once again’ Is there any such Kashmiri 
who would like to put e)n the fetters of slavery once again’ 
U wc live- we have to 'ut with nonour and dignity A day of 
a bon life is he’i* i 'h in (.tie hundred years of a jackal’s 
\ou live like liiiiis uid talk like lions so that the world is 
assuicd thit none e in tnfle With your dignity and honoui 

I his is OUI II al Inundation and those desirous of eroding 
a*id weakening tin* foundation are our enemy We have to 
safeguard this toi tress which in turn is our sentinel This 
fottress sliuuld be so strong that nobody musters the 
courage to w< aken it All this lies in the hands of youth and 
is possible only whe n you have character A major chunk ol 
the population here is Muslim and as Muslims you art 
bound to follow the Holy Quran The life of the Holv 
Piophet IS a beacon light for you You have to create laith 
IP the Almighty God and youiselves and show to the world 
that Kashmiris are a people e vliiracter With this alone 
you tan lorge ahead You shoulo abstain from the wander 
mgs of the present day world The wordly life alone was not 
the aim of our existence Spiritual life should never be 
forgotten As we seek food lor bodies so do our souls 
demand nourishment which is good deeds and lofty 
t naracter Ramadan is about to set m Have faith in Gocl 
Once you have faith in Him no powei on taiih can harm 
vou • 
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LIVING 


Vintage passion 


Ahmed Abdul Kareem of' 
Baieilly owns an 1896 Hum 
bei Beeston perhaps the old 
est car in India and certainly 
one of the most expensive 
How expensive can be gauged 
from the recent offer of 
$100 000 for the car which 
Karetni piomptly turned 
down And not so long ago, 
when the Humber company in 
England got to know of the 
existence of the ancient Bees 
ton they wanted to buy it for 
their musuem Then too 
Kareem had said a flat no 
The Beeston is made of cop 
per and brass With a small 
five hp, one cylinder, water 
cooled engine, it weighs 500 
kg Reflecting the era in 
which It was made, it has no 
shock absorbers, meter, dyna 
mo or horn Kareem bought it 
off an old man who initially 
refused to part with the beau 
ty But Kareem kept visiting 
the old man Once a month for 
seven long years until he re 
lented “Old cars console me 
1 can t resist them, particular 
ly it they are in a bad shape 



Record inflow 



Video recordin g studio _ 

Video cassettes are being 
smuggled into Bombay in 
such numbers that Hollywood 
disti ibutors seem to be releas 
ing popular films in the city 
with frantic speed so that 
they can be exhibited while 
there is still an audience left 
This IS much like internation 
al publishers releasing Indian 
editions simultaneously with 
world releases to beat the 
pirate editions Bombay’s 
tilmgoers are pleasantly sur 
prised by the speed with 
which the Oscar^winning 
Kramer Vs Kramer is coming 
to the city That film, inciden¬ 
tally, was among the first te 
hit the video circuits in Bom¬ 
bay after the boom began. 
The circuits .are so elaborate 
that literally within days of 
the first arrivals you could 
find someone who knew some- 


Daddy cool 


Biddu was once a lonesome 
singer in Bombay, today he is 
a multi millionaire He is the 
creator of Carl Douglas’ Kune 
Fu Fighting — the LP which 
hit the top of the charts all 
over the music world — Tina 
Charles’ Someone caught me 
haw to dance lait night and 
You set my heart on fire and, 
more recently, a Qurbani 
number which has taken In 
dia by storm Biddu has gone 
places where no Indian music 
director has ever managed to 
arrive — the world’s toughest 
music bazaar, the USA And 
then, with the Qurbani num 
bers on the “Premium” list of 


Polydor, Biddu has staged a 
triumphant homecoming 
His music IS essentially disco 
and Biddu has always had an 
uncanny ear for the big hit 
How Feroze Khan roped him 
in for Baal Baa Jaye is not 
known Nonetheless, the sue 
cess of the film is due, by and 
large, to that single humber— 
the other Kalyanji-Anandji 
compositions are hardly sen¬ 
sational And Biddu had not 
only provided the music but 
also chosen the throaty 
schoolgirl from London, Nazia 
Hassan, to sing the number 
The rest, as they say, is his¬ 
tory 


The Beeston with ns owner 

and need my attention,” 
Kareem, a collector of anti 
aue cars, told Prakash Bhan 
dan “It took me three years 
to restore the Beeston to its 
original shape and make it 
roadworthy,’* he added And 
It was obviously well worth all 
the trouble, considering the 
current resale value of the 
84 year old car 


one who had seen the film 
Apparently these days it is 
Jhe Deei Huntei, based on 
the Vietnam war, which is 
making the circuits in a big 
wav And nut so long ago 
copies of Death of a Princess 
were ciiculating widely, each 
subsequent recording worse 
Jlhan the previous copy as the 
circuits got bigger Ads have 
even stalled appealing in the 
papers “Video K Libraiy— 
Exchange your cassettes with 
latest Fnglish/Hindi easset 
tes" (Times of India II funt) 
How much the business is 
booming can be gauged from 
the contract that Lsquiie 
Video Film Services has 
signed with B R Chopra He 
will make 20 feature films 
(fees Rs one crore) in a year 
exclusively for them for sale 
through video cassettes Situ 
ated, as Esquire is, in the 
Santa Cnu Electronics Lx 
port Processing Zone, thereby 
navtng to export all us output, 
these B R Chopra films will 
be for foreigners But Chopra 
wants them to have a wider 
market By foreigners he 
means "not just formgn-based 
Indians but real foreigners." 
But after such genuinely 
photen stuff has been ex 
ported out. It will presumably 
return to india by a not too 
circuitous smuggl'ng channel 



The northerners 
have come! 


Fating habits in the conseiva 
tive city of Madras are chang 
ing with the tunes, reports 
Arthur Pais Four years ago, 
lassi was hardly known m the 
CUV, now every fourth res 
taurant sells some version of 
It And Madras, albeit slowly, 
is also acquiring a taste for 
kababs and the various tan- 


doon preparations, thanks to 
the few snack bars which 
have sprung up recently The 
vegetarians have discovered 
batura—which thev call bim- 
pun—and naan After havmg 
exported masala dosa to the 
north. It IS now Madras’ turn 
to open us doors to the inva¬ 
sion from Aryavarta 


Misdirection of the fortnight Nargis Dutt’s tirade 
against Satyajit Ray 

Bully of the fortnight, the Indian Olympic hockey team 
which won the Gold 

Vacationers of the fortnight West Bengal officials who went 
to Moscow on ‘work’ during the Olympics 
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The 

Germans 
are coming 

By PRITISH NANDY 

T here is a touch ol the carnivtll tn 
Mario’s heaii wanning book, Ger- 
manv in Wwietnwe It is a magic world 
of festivity A sensitive jot dv vjvie For, 
if you manage to look beyond the fron¬ 
tiers of Deutschland trapped in snow, 
you will discovei Mario’s very special 
way of celebrating life despite inclement 
weather and often, trying Teutonic ambi¬ 
ence And this IS where ne really exceU 
Maiiu's foite lies in his sensitivity bf 
petception, his tremendous ability to 
catch a fleeting moment, a chance expes- 
Sion, or a stray incident by the hair and 
drag It into immoitahty In quite un¬ 
forgettable detail, impeccably executed 
Strange as it may be, it seems that the 
Germans .re always coming' You meet 
them at an ports, inside pubs and res¬ 
taurants, on the sidewalks, in the market 
place Ol in a park, in a hectic medley of 
sin, sex and celebration Whether it is the 
stripper in a sleazy Hamburg nightclub 
or the fashionable transvestite baring 
his/'hei wares before the stiff-upper- 
lipped members of an otherwise quite 
staid clubhouse, the East German 
Woman-guard who can freeze the war¬ 
mest ot hearts or the student with a 
guitar doing his own thing at the Hiedel- 
beig castle, the lady taxi diivei in 
Muiiiih the buxom beer belle balancing 



guard: an iceberg in minis- 


the myas between her ample boobs or 
the krnky lovers in a telephone booth, 
Mario captures them all with all their 
frailties, their idiosyncracies and, most 
important, with a touch of humour that is 
so evocative, so thoroughly memorable 
As one who has tiavelled much in Ger¬ 
many , and loved many of its foibles and 
kinks, 1 have seldom seen an artist who 
has so successfully captured the magic 
and the memorabilia of first impressions 
These are first impressions which linger 
on'forevei, even after the scales have 
fallen from one’s eves and honest, wide- 
eyed awe has given way to a mora. blase 
familiarity with the scene 

Mario has no malice and this becomes 
obvious the minute you open the first few 
pages of the book He is not interested in 
tearing people apart or making fun of 
them slyly He takes no sides, he has no 
obvious political positions, thank 
heavens' What fascinates him are the 
incongruities of life, the many shades of 
madness that makes any situation beauti¬ 
ful and mortal and, hence, totally uni¬ 
que His drawings have a strung sense of 
cietdil and the canvas misses out nothings 
Every fork or knife is on the table, every 
bit of facial expression is captured and 
you cannot but wonder at Mario’s dexter¬ 
ity, his facile pen that lingers on every 
little nitty-gritty The old fashioned 
hanging light in the corner coffee shop, 
the asinine grtn on the face of the 
camera-crazy Japanese tourist' in the 
cellar of Hiedelberg cgstle, the dog tak- 


The Reeperbahn-black garters in the red light tone 



transvestite show: phoned sex, real 
lowmanship 
0 





ing the elegant old dowager from Wies 
baden for a walk through the wintrv 
countiysiape, the light filtering in 
through the ■.lamed - glass window of the 
lathedral as the organist plays Bath 
f amidst the silece and splendour of a 
Gothic shnne 

j Mario has-done a wonder^uLbook His 
' observations hhve alway managed to 
reveal more than what istensibly meets 
the eye His drawings are uncluttered 
I and yet invested with a camaraderie that 
j. makes every detail intimate, exclusive 
And if you look away from the human 
faces, the hustle and the bustle of the 
Frankfurt flea market, the crowded 
taverns, the melee of stockings and gar 
ters and the red silken undergarments of 
red light district,the celebrated Keeper 
bahnair the bored hoi poUui at the opera, 
you discover the real Germany Shorn of 
humans, the wintry landscape becomes 
desolate and lonely Yet overriding this 
isolation IS an invisible cosmic force that 
constantly breathes life into the un 
fathomable scheme of things 

1 or Winter in GermanyMario deserves 
more, much more than fresh bouquets 
and encores What all of us who nave 
seen the book should give him is an 
hourlong standing ovation 


I Germany in Wintertime a portfolio of 
I dnwi'igs by Mario Miranda (Published 
^ by Mario Miranda Rs 50) 










PRECISION ASSEMBLY 


The whole game of watch making is 
of parts teeny-weeny parts that 
have to be assembled very carefully 
To learn this art, it takes dexterity, 
patience and time None can learn it 
overnight. After 15 million watches 
and 20 pioneering years, HMT can 
tell you this With authority 


One hundred and seventeen tiny parts 
make a handwound watch And these parts 
are to be assembled into a generous 3 centi- 
metie wide casing' 

Obviously such a leal demands besides 
dexterity a tremendous amount of patience 
and training Plus an assembly hall that is as 
clean as an operation theatre 
At HMT every assembly operator goes 
through a 3 month induction course It is to 
put It lighily. tough And before passing this 
course no one is even allowed to step into 
that sanctum sanctorum - the Assembly 
Hall It IS a dust proof, hermeticatly sealed 
ail conditioned hall where cleanliness is the 
pass word 

01 course to set this up takes time 
Along longtime 

So. If HMT watcbas work liani, U's 
because HMT worked hard for them 
For 20 long years 


Watch Division 

tuifljfc 
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No right to sue the state 


T r~~~^ HE citizen’; right to 
sue the state, its minis 
ters and officials in a 
civil court foi damages 

_for violating his rights 

or his freedoms and, in extreme 
cases, to piosecute them m a cri 
minal court is the surest guarantee 
for the protection of all his other 
rights A distiict magistrate, for 
instance, who mechanically signs a 
detention order throwing a citizen 
into piison will think ten times 
befote taking such a step it he 
knows that it can land him m prison 
or mulct him m damages for false 
impiisonmem 

But the liuliati Itgcil system has 
letained those obnoxious fe.inties 
of staiiitcs of th» Rd) which iin 
dtied the right illusoiy Only ic 
ccntls, in [uK l‘JH 0 the US Sup 
lemc ( ourt lulcd that good tailh 
on the pail of a tedeial ofticiai is no 
detcncc to an aclion toi violalionof 
the tiu/t n s lights In India liowes 
ei not orilv is good lailh a com 
pkie detence to a suit <gdinsi a 
goveiimunt official toi exceeding 
his .luthotitv 01 tor violating the 
law but the cxiucssioii has been 
given an aitiliiial meaning which 
leas es the t iti/eii loniplttc Is at the 
mtitv ol the huteaucidt 

An illu ti itiori will suflue to 
hiinghiiiiK the in!ii-,tice cinb. deic'd 
in tlx law ilsclt Section l(i it the 
Mairilt iiaiue ot IiiKiiiil Scciiiils 
Act l^t/l lass dow 1 ll It no ■>iiit oi 
tithcl Ic g ll (I o,.c(iliiic shill be 
against ihc ( cntial Gust ii mciit oi 
a State Gocciunicnt incl no oil 
pi nsec lit ion oi olhci legal piocti <1 


Civil 

Liberties 



By A. G. NOORANI 


ing shall Ik against any person, for 
anything in good faith done or m 
tc ndbd to be dune in pursuance of 
this Act ” 

But what precisely is meant by 
'good laith"’ I he General Clauses 
Act, 1897—which is an omnibus 
statute defining expressions which 
occur in dll other statutes including 
iht Constiiution—savs that “a 
thing shall be deemed to be done m 
gooci taiih whete it is in tact done 
honestly, whcthei it is done negh 
gently iii not ’ Is this anything else 
but a chaitei toi utficial negh 
gcnce’ And section 16 of the MISA 
is a St indard piotective provision 
which is tound m almost every 


central or state law 

The net result of this artificial 
and archaic definition of "good 
faith" IS that the citizen can have 
no legal remedy for securing com 
pensation for a violation of his 
rights no matter how negligent a 
bureaucrat has been unless the 
citizen proves actual dishonesty on 
the bureaucrat’s part This is a 
virtual impossibility in a court of 
law As Lord Radcliffe recognised, 
"the reservation in the case of bad 
faith IS hardly mure than a for 
mality ” 

Yet, this right to damages is an 
integral part of English law As 
Dicey said, “With us every official 
from the Prime Minister down to a 
constable or a Collector of taxes, is 
under* the same responsibility for 
every act done without legal justifi 
cation as any other citizen 

"The Law Reports abound with 
cases in which officials have been 
brought before the courts, and 
made in their personal capacity 
liable to punishment, or to the 
payment of damages, for acts done 
in then oficial character, but in 
excess of their lawful authority ” 

In statutes conferring powers on 
public servants the definition 
adopted in section 52 of the Penal 
Code would be more appropriate, 
"Nothing IS said to be done or 
believed in ‘good faith’ which is 
done or believed without due care 
I and attention ’’ 

As for the remedy by way of a 
prosecution, section 197 of the 
Code of Criminal Procedure, 1971 
grants the bureaucrat complete 
protection It says that when “any 
public servant who is not remov 
able from his office save by or with 
the sanction of a State Government 
or the Central Government is ac 
cused of any offence alleged to 
have been committed by him while 
acting or purporting to act in the 
discharge of his official duty, no 
court shall take cognizance of such 
offence except with the previous 
sanction” of the appropriate gov 
ernment, central and state, of 
which he is an employee Thus, the 
government is made a judge in its 
own cause 

A vast body of case taw lias 
giown on what is and what is not an 
act done by an official “in the 
discharge of his official dut>' It 
will not piotect the cop who com 
mits a rape while on dut\ But it 
protects a laige numbci of W'roiigs 
and shields the wrongdoets liom 
receiving their just descits The 
protection of the Indisri oflici.il 
fiom both civil and ciiminal liabil 
ity makes a mockery of the rule of 
law 
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THE WORLD 


Atnazomaii fury Written off? 



I 111 inilii II \ I. iiU|) II Boil 
V Id li IS I list d I till OIL 

Amoii^ lilt iiidiiv iniii^iidiit 
pcisoii dll ih( Hoiividn 
womtii^ittindiii^ ill! dllciiii 
tiVL I N Womin World Con 
tci i nil in ( opt nIidKt ii 
I hist lirdvt Iddibs stdf’id a 
diinonstidtion agdinsl ihe 
inilitfiiv loiip in ihtiriounirv 
C ntoiitindii l\ ihi V loiild not 
tuin thill I dim Ainiiiidn 
svnipdlhiiis in tin oltiiidl 
(ontiiiiui until Ihi doois 


to till otIiiL iMit loi ki d But 
ihi Bolivi 111 I idii iMiiild luii 
1)1 di^ii II d I III i III L III to 
(iiish foiwiid Old 1 li),hi 
inoki out I 111 tit,hi i\ is iioi 
lontinid to ihi oiiisidi 'llom 
' isidi till Li nili ihi I IIIII 
womin dilipdt s iiif.iiid at 
thi Bolivians In ini, ki pi oiii 
siaf,id I sit 111 piotisi I’lain 
iloihis polii I iMitiii n mil I 
vtind iis lilt initiiii slims 
and dill ihi ii hi si lo Im ik up 
I hi di mon ti it ion 


Whal IS happening in 
But nos Alios smaiks of whai 
happened dining tht 
I mtigeiiiY in India Ihe edi 
tor of Ihe hnglish language, 
Buenos Aiiev Htrald James 
Neil.on has tome under 
tremindous pressure from 
till mililarv government 
rill lorms of hurassment 
hy thi military liadtrs have 
1)11 n variid ofitn bui dering 
on tilt iidiiulous Ml Neil 
son s tiai has hem adiiitised 
toi sail at a vtiy low pritt 
liiiiiging 111 a host of in 
ititstid mlliis as well as 
iiuniiious ti Itphont tall 
s rhtit was inolhir advii 
tistmtiil itgaidiiig salt ol 
two guns suppostdiv oisntd 
bv tht tditoi This bioughl in 
till point who mil iiogaliil 
him toi not ii|)oiiing tin 
guns Mi Nii'sons will 
lull 1 li IS jUo I iitd a lot tioiii 
till inilii itv Shi ha im nnl 
hills III iht post isklllt lot 
I iiivmiiils nil III lid hs Mi 
I Niilson toi lilt gill list ol 
III ol hi Is I Ins a|>ai I l In 
lilt dd li IS III! iviil ihii Us 
lioni I'liiiiili oig inisaiions 
In shoii Ml N< ilson his hiiii 
I kid 10 hail So imiih toi 
lilt tiiidoiii ot till Puss 


No fear of flying 




He i ills hiinsi It I agli Sai 
mont till nisi lit Ions flviiig 
but Ins ltd n nni is Jostpli 
Cntii VMiiiinoit Conftssing 
d out Ins lovi ot living hi 
said 1 111 iddiittd lo il 
Viiil his addiilion is taking 
him pints in Ins strange 
living 111 IIhim a powttid 
haiigilidii whiih ht has 
naiiu d tht Spirit of C ilitm 
nia Ihi ( alitoinia dittdevil 
|)lans III haiigglidt foi ovi i 
h (KH) milt s fi oni Nt w \ ot k to 
Pans Old tirtle tht I lilel 
lowti Ills flight IS going lo 
lakt ll days with siopoveis in 
C anada (irtenland Ittland 
and Stotlaiid Best of lutk, 
living 1 aglt' 


Now there are some 


Amentan teachers are a 
vanishing breed Once upon a 
time there were a lot of 
teachers and the employment 
opportunities were almost nil 
Teachers began looking for 
other types of work Now onte 
again teachers have found, to 
their happiness, that there 
are tremendous opportunites 
opening up However, till the 
new teachers join the school 


distritts aie finding it diffi 
cult to get staffers I he num 
ber of people who retiuii 
school leathers from lullege 
campuses across iht USA 
have gone up for the first iimt 
in recent years 

The mam reason foi tht 
shortage of teachers is monev 
They are not paid as wt ll as 
they should be in this prufes 
Sion Said Calvin trust, an 


employment off u er of the I os 
Angeles city 
sthtiols “Teaihing simply is 
nut as desirable a profession 
as It used to be ’ In spite of 
this disiuibing trend most 
forecasters aie not worried 
Ihe Government has a te 
serve pool of around a million 
i]ualified leathers who tan be 
biought into servite if re 
quired 


Heat of 
the night 



It was likt living to sleep 
in a I ui kish bath , said an old 
itsidini fiom iht south of 
Washington USA He has a 
solid basis for his sleeping in 
tht ovtn USA isin the midst 
ot a sweltering heat wave It 
bigan III lixas and spread 
i asiwaids Apart from the ter 
iibit disiomfiiri It has caused 
till |>ti>|>lf the heatwave has 
I lausid a sudden increase in 
I till dimatid tor electtititv 
I 1 III OVI might temperature 
lot somi davs did not tall 
III low )|| dtgiiis h Agiiiul 
luial piiiis too have stalled 
using sliaiplv Animals are 
living and ito|)s have stailtil 
wilting III Itxav for exam 
pli only iwo iiiihts ot lain 
111 t illiii duiing iht past 10 
iiioiillis Iht photogiaph 
abovi shows stole Ill'll 
gioiiiids and a dead sitti 

Boom for 
the unborn 

Bonin Hall, a SO mom 
Tlirabethan mansion iieai 
( ambridge has been bought 
and transformed tnio a tli 
me bv the test tube baby 
famous tdwards and Step 
toe It will open this autumn 
and the treat would tost 
women £1,000 Patients will 
be accommodated in the 
mansion which will lontain 
10 beds The clinical prote 
dures will be earned out in 
five luxury Portakahins in 
the grounds housing labor 
atones and an operation 
theatre Already thousands 
of women all over the world 
are on the list lb 1 dwards 
makes it clear ‘ Wt do not 
guarantee prignancv in ev 
ery case So far, i he dm tors 
had expenmenied with S2 
fertilisation lasis out of 
which only 4 had been siit 
lessful Of those foot two 
had produced live babies— 
Louise Brown in Oldham 
and Alistair Montogomery 
in Glasgow ” 
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E VERYONK isirflkiiijM,! 

till't.llit.l'ilK nln( /tcn.il 
.'trii.in li.ul (ivei lu i loM.ii 

licnui M.ihiii III All ll.ih.i -\iii 
Challis CliDi Zi'fiuii (Pit's 
ovt'i Ik'iii.i iidt onh 111 loiiks 
but ID pt'itoim.imt' toil I (Pin 
ing as It (lues (III tup lit lilt- 
many wiangles that Ht-ina 
and lift tnoiliei had with I'lo- 
duter/■' C Afe/ii<iiegaidiiig 
paymtMits, this has tertaiiilv 
tainished llenia's imago It 
all looks like I ho hogiiiiiiiig ot 
the end ol her film t Jiooi 
She has been heaid saying 
that hot I ole was tut and 
delihoiately put down to 
bring up Zoenat Where is 
that lonlidence she showed 
all these years, which nude 
hei boast that she could not 
see a single cotnpetitui on the 
field to challenge hei No 1 
position’ Coupled with the 
unsavoiiiv Alihuh.i incidents 
aie the tales ot her mai i lage 
to Dh.iiiini which she hollv 
denied It was tneiely the 
anniveisai v-day puja ot the 
•ictiial marriage which had 
been solemnised earlioi, she 
stiid 1 hen her mother com 
plained to the I’less ahoul the 
taw deal her danghtei has 
given her and llema issued .1 
reioindei to this Seems like 
too itninv nasty things aie 
going round Hema 

N OW that O.ifim'h.is com 
|ileled Ills lust dnec toilal 
veiltiiie I’liii W’o/ii K.i.it tor 
S S .S'lp/iy many prodniels 


ait he.iMllga sigh ot leln f 
Me will possiblv now letiiin 
to at ling Ills I II si love, and 
complete the pending Iilms 
Hill ttlnii stt Ills III have sent 
Daniu lonnnig li.n k to pitting 
IS llle 1.11 1 llial s/i.ikfi K.ipom 
has soddeiilv sliol op lo his 
position with lost one liliii 
Om l>pi/o Shiikl 1 liiis I he s.iiiie 
image .IS D.inm <md, nioie 
miiioi l.iiit, the s.iiiie I III 
li.ickgioumi Even it tiaimv 
h.is come li.ick to at ling only 
to lliiow .1 thallenge lo Shak 
II, It will itle.iii lit llel pel 
till malice .iiitl ot i oiii se, sue 
cess ol the tilms 

S lir thing lo him like .1 
leec h .iiitl seemed lo 
till ive on him at least foi 
some lime And now she has 
been c.isl oil liv U (I Ku'>ii 
iKiniiiitlii who indeed gave 
hei .1 new lease ol iloi null 
llle /’.It i eeii li.ihi has been 
packed (lit lo Boinbav with a 
note lo M.iIh"~Ii BhJll |iist 
when Mahesh and hiswite 
weie he.iving .1 sigh ol leliet 
that t’ai veeii was okay and 
thev need have no more tiou-' 
llle tioni hei Kuan has mean 
vshde spl.ished aioiind the 
tilm-nuigs all those photo 
gi aphs m.ikiiig I’ai veen out 
to be .1 downi ighi v.imp 
What IS woise, no pioducei is 
going iie.ti I’.iiveeii I’liev 
don’t want 10 bin 11 then liii- 
geis thiite' 

W l' all know that 7 i/ui 
Muniin IS slim and hei 
complexion us vei v nice and 
Ian But ot hue she has bet 11 


K.ijesh Kh.iim.i 
ditibfd l>\ IbmpI 


Parveen Babi shunned by all 


looking as if she has seen a 
ghost and has not 1 ecovered 
vet Not onlv has she turned 
white and pale but she has 
become thin and bony 
Agi eed she was ill recently 
but she should buck up and 













gain some weight and a bit ol 
ciiloui too If she looks 
around she will see the bur¬ 
sting colour and weight of her 
moie successful colleagues 
like Padmini Kohlapure and 
Poonaw Uhillon 

R AJESH KHANNAand his 
household staff wait on at 
AasTiirwad hoping Dimple 
will walk back home with her 
kids Rajesh has moved back 
home from the hotel he had 
checked into after a recon- 
dilatory round of talks 
through Rdj Kappar, which 
was intended to make Dimple 
see reason But this time it 
looks like Dimple is not going 
to pay heed to her godfather. 
She IS absolutely certain 
there will be no come-back 
this time. If Rajesh is staging 
a hungerstnke and dharna, 
she feels, it’s going to prove 
good for him especially to his 
» paunch which was showing • 
" even through loose shirts pul- 
g. led out in true Ratesh stvle. 









KHAAS BAAT 


WTTTONFY” That was 
Xl.what Zatina WjJi.iI) 
used to Ldli producer diiecioi 
SanJcaran Ndii while Madj 
aotsavam, her first film in 
Maldvalam, was being shot 
Zannd hi those days had only 
one or two Hindi films on 
hand, and was thinking of 
settling down in the South if 
Madanorsava/n clicked In 
fact It turned out to be the 
biggest hit of the yeai, but 
since her Chiuhor had also 
clicked, Zarina was getting 
more offeis from Bombay 
^producers 

■•/lowever, she did accept 
southern assignments now 
and then One of them was 
Swdth t Property), another 
Malayalam social by Sank 
aran Nan 1 hough by now 
Ndir was a inained man, Zttii 
na continued to call him 
•“honey” She would also say, 
“I’m your second wife,’* and 
tease him All this goodwill 
vanished the moment an in 
fluciitial technician in the 
unit decided to do a rush job 
for another producer and 
seduced Zarina into bunking 
the shooting She told Nan 
that she would be going to 
Bombas to shoot lot a Vinod 
(t^Shdunj film, and wanted to 


go to B.iiigiilotc en loute soon 
aftti (lit shoot mg was done 
“1 coiitiol ms unit ' Nair told 
Siiik/.is ‘ I had made aiiange 
inenistoi acai totakeZaiina 
and hei sistei to Bangaloie 
but she wanted to leaye in thg 
night We weie shooting in 
Ooty then, and the roads 
ai ound there are quite dan 
genius, so I said, no ’’ Zarina’s 
protests went unheeded and 
she could leave only the next 
morning But not before de 
manding an additional pay 
ment A few days later she 
sent a notice through her 
lawyer that Nan hadextoited 
additional “dates” from her 
thioiigh force and she had 
obeyed him to “safeguard my 
life” 

“Imagine me thi eatening 
her” said Nair “J was suffer 
ing from an asthma attack 
at ound that time If I could 
extort dates from her, why 
would I pay hci an additional 
Rs ‘>,000 as per her demand’” 
Zai ina’s effoi ts to conyince 
the local Film Chambei au 
thorities regarding her inno 
cence didn’t yield lesults and 
she was advised to repoit foi 
shooting Which she did as 
soon as she received a note 
from Nair’s lawyer thieaten 


Zannd Wdhdb, (iivmg thv producer a Jujit attack 
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Sjs/ii Kapiioi /.ISC iri.Kc (/ 
In layasiidit.i 


ing to sue lici or Rs live 
lakhs Sa\s Nair In So it/i 
she pl.iss I hc.iit p.itient but 
It’s I who got a hi ai t att.u k 
Well .ilijiost 

S IIA SHI kapooi has tlip 
ptdfor layasiidh.i Ik siw 
a couple ot III r It h gii lilms 
inliangaloK lectntlvaiul 
made it a point to met t hci in 
Madias At a tilmlanil liiiic 
tion lit asked toi layasutlha 
and had hti introduced to 
wile It iiiiiti I V oil should 
do a film in Bornb.iv said 
Shashi I . e all cady done a 
film, ’ said lavasiidha But a 
fiasco like Shabadi Daddy 
(made by Knboie kumarlis 
hardly Iemembered Anyway, 
Shashi has promised to talk 
to soqje triendlv producers 

P OONAM Dhillon wasn’t 
too happy about her bath 
ing scene in Red Roie The 
publicity campaign for the 
film put too much emphasis 
on the scene, she complained 
But while shooting for Nisha 
na, another Madras based 
film, she went through yet 
another bathing scene This 
time It was with Jeetendia 


PIOUSJI 










KILLICK HALCO DRLLS... 


OPEII CAST MNm 

KILLICK-HALCO, the pioneers who literally broke 
new ground’ in the Indiart drilling industry now offer 
you a complete range of the most advanced drills in 
the country—on par with the world s best' This 
success IS in no small measure due to our constant 
research and development as well ns our technical 
collaboration with the world famed Halifax Tool 
Co Ltd , U K 

Take open cast mining for instance Here, our drills 
possess an unbeatable record in reliability and 
efficiency They have been used in every possible 
angle and position, at such important mining sites as 

I- for Iron Ore 

N M 0 C Salgaocar Chowgule,Oempo Timblos, 
Bandekars, (Goa), Tata Iron, Indian Iron, Hindustan 
Steel, Bhilai, Rourkela etc 

II for Linne Stone 

ACC, Birla Cement, J K Cements, Dalmia 
Cements, Kesiam Cements etc 

III. for Coal 

Eastern Coalfields Ltd 

Central Coalfields Ltd 

Western Coallields Ltd 

Chdsnala Coalfields of IISCO 

West Bokharo Coalfields of TISCO eic 

IV. Other Mining Applications, such .as m 
Hindustan Zinc Ltd 

Dalmia Magnesite 

Phosphate Mines etc 

Bharat Aluminium (Bauxite Mines) 

V Construction Projects 
Kalinadi Project 
Godavari Project 
Beas Dam Project 
. to name a few 

Whether it be for open-cast mining, civil engineering 
applications, prospecting or down-the hole dulling - 
Killick Hdico have the right 'down the hole’ 
equipment, backed by complete and reliable after¬ 
sales service 

For further information why not write to us today? 

Spare par t ? for Drills are readily available on request! 
OUR RANGE INCLUDES 
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n KILLICK NIXON LTD. 

S i Drilling Division 

31 Mur^ban Road, BOMBAY 400001 

Branches Celrulla Mew Delhi 
Anmedabad B.riuj.ilnre Marmiigeo Madras 


Manufactured in India by 

Killick Halco Ltd. 

in technical collaboration with. 

Halifax Tool Co. Ltd. 

Southowram Halifax, Yoiks. England, U.K. 
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VARETyi 


siilfiday week 


Be«lnnlno Auguit 17 

This week the Sun and Jupiter are in Leo Saturn and Mars are in Virgo. Uranus is in Libra, Neptune alone is in Scorpio, Kethu is in 
Capricorn and Venus is in Gemini Rahu and Mercury are conioined in Cancer The Moon will be moving through Scorpio and Sagittarius 
from Libra 


:j (March 21 - AprtI 

20)A successful week lies 
^ "," ' ahead of you New and 

A ’ original ideas adopted in 
" business will bear fruit Do 
not hesitate to seek the advice of elders 
and act according to them There will be 
progress in a secret matter Womenfolk 
aie advised not to write confidential 
lellpis ttiis week Your financial position 
will improve and you might have to go on 
a tourney suddenly The time is ripe lor 
love affairs and matrimonial alliances 
Good dates 17, 2 i. 22 and 23 Lucky 
numbers 2, 7 and 8 Favourable direction. 
North 


LEO (July 23 — August 

22)You have to exercise 
caution with wur superiors 
week Do not retort 
back under any circumst¬ 
ances, but avoid trouble and controver¬ 
sies The second half of the week will be 
pleasant You will succeed in estab¬ 
lishing good relationships with your 
friends and relations Keep a close watch 
on your finances tor you might run into 
heavy debts Do not feel detected lor 
ood times are right round the corner 
ood dates 17,19 and 21 Lucky numbers 
3. 5 and 10 Favourable direction North¬ 
west 


SAGIHARIUS (November 22 
//X‘W® — December 22)This is a 
good week for love affairs 
and matrimonial alliances 
■v You will acquire new 

friends and interests The health of your 
family will improve remarkably Your 
financial position will not change percept¬ 
ibly The end of the week will see a 
certain measure of financial improve¬ 
ment, but do not get carried away with it 
Keep an eye on your expenses Exercise 
caution in your dealings with your super¬ 
iors Good da(es;l7, 21 and 22 Lucky 
numbers 8 . 9 and 12 Favourable direc¬ 
tion: West 


.r' TAURUS (April 21 — May 

22)A good week for busi- 
• nessmen Do not lose time 
1 - ' m entering into new con¬ 

tracts You should acquire 
new stocks and your sales will be in¬ 
creased Do not shirk any new responsi¬ 
bilities that come your way Your financial 
position .improves substantially Mem- 
tier« of your family are likely to receive 
gifts from well wishers The lime is good 
for holding auspicious ceremonies You 
might have some periods of high fension 
Grrod dates 17 18 22 and 23 Lucky 
numbers 4 , and 9 Favourable direction 
West 


I IVIRGO (August 23 — Sep- 
J tenfber 22) This week your 
' V !' V will cause you some 
( A ' problems The first part of 
" ' the week will see some 

mmo' set-backs in business Do not let 
these get the better ol you Happiness is 
foreseen on the domestic front The time 
IS favourable for courtships and mar¬ 
riages Take extra care when it comes to 
dealings with your superiors Do not 
undertake any new financial ventures 
Do not indulge in extravagances, bul try 
to conserve your resources Good dales 
19, 20 21 and 23 Lucky numbers 7 9 
and 11 Favourable direction East 


CAPRICORN (December 23 
— January 20 )Faith. pati¬ 
ence and self-coniidence 
will be necessary to com¬ 
bat the difficulties that you 
will meet this week Hard times are 
ahead There will be cause lor anxiety 
Watch your health and tortunes closely 
for your finances might follow a down¬ 
ward trend Do not change your resi¬ 
dence this week TfTe end of the 
week will bring some good news through 
a letter Elderly relatives will help you to 
regain your status gradually Good dates 
17, 18, 19 and 20 Lucky numbers 2 3 
and 6 Favourable direction North-west 



if, GEMINI (May 23 — June 

' ' 21 [Those with intelleclual 
;) .’f'C and artistic pursuits will 
', • A succeed this week You are 
‘ ' advised to take lull advan¬ 

tage ol any opportunity that comes your 
way Make changes when necessary and 
travel if desired Keep an eye on expend¬ 
iture and avoid speculations lor losses 
await you A benelicial change in your 
profession is likely Nol a good time for 
making new friends But concentrate on 
your work and en|oy a great degree ol 
success in your profession Gooo dales 
17, 18, 20 and 21 Lucky numbers 3. 6 
and 9 Favourable direction South west 

CANCER (June 22 — July 
22)Adopt new and original 
methods in business Bul 
exercise caution in corres¬ 
pondence and in dealing 
with documents There will be a rapid 
improvement in your linancial position 
Promotions are likely lor lho.se in ser¬ 
vices This IS the lime lo pul your plans 
into action You miqhl have Id leave town 
for a while The lime is good lor acquiring 
a new friend and pursuing some new 
interests Keep an eye on your health 
and that ol your family Good dates 18. 
19, 20 and 21 Lucky numbers. 1 3 and 9 
Favourable direction South 



■ LIBRA (September 23 — 

' October 22)Your recent diffi- 
cullies will gradually dis- 
J appear You will continue 
• r to experience some minor 

obstacles in business or in service Do 
not undertake any new ventures Wait for 
some lime before you make some 
changes that you had planned An elder¬ 
ly person of the opposite sex is likely lo 
come up with a great deal of opposition 
Beware ol thefts Exercise cau¬ 

tion in your speech and avoid controver¬ 
sies Good dates 20, 2i and 23 Lucky 
numbers 4, 6 and 9 Favourable diiection 
West 


SCORPIO (October 23 - 
November 21) Promotions 
are likely this week Let 
your intuition be your guide 
and you will be crowned 
with success Keep a watch on your 
expenses and check extravagances 
Avoid controversies with your superiors 
You will make friends with a person ol the 
opposite sex, bul the lime is nol rioe yet 
lor romance There might be a 
journey towards the end of the week The 
health ol your spouse might cause you 
some worry Good dates 20 21 and 23 
Lucky numbers 2 . 9 and 15 Favourable 
direction North 




AQUARIUS (January 21 — 
February 19)This is a good 
week for you Your meet¬ 
ings with elders and 
■' ’ seniors will be helplul You 

will be able to overcome difficulties and 
face your opponents boldly Exhibit 
all your talents this week and chalk out 
plans for success and prosperity You 
and your family members will enjoy 
perfect happiness and peace this week 
Good dates 17, 18. 19 and 2i Lucky 
numbers 4 .9 and 7 Favourable diroctlons. 
South and West 


PISCES (February 20 - 
; 1 ^' March 20)This is 30 eventful 
week lor you Much will 
depend on how you lake 
V- decisions Properly mat 

ters, speculation, dealings with authority, 
courtship, auspicious affairs and 
changes are well signified Do 
nol be careless in business inteiviews 
and correspondence Take care of your 
health New friends will enter you- life 
and contribute much lo your happiness 
Children and womenfolk may cause 
some anxiety Good dates 20 22 and 23 
Lucky numbers 1 , 2 . 3 and to Favourable 
direction. South 


M B RAMAN 


49 









I)aguen?e the vvorld 

"writing with lig^r 


Daguerre was a 19th century 
painter who discovered that 
light could paint pictures more 
lire like than an artist's brush 
He guided a penal of light to 
etch its artistry on a silver 

f ilate And called ^ it photo 
light) 
graphy 
(wnting) 



Niepce 
before him, 
had obtamed a photographic 
image, but in reverse, like the 
negatives we know today 
Damerre created the 
first positive image, and gave 
the world daguerreotype 

Early photography was a meat 
affair, with f^wder and flash. 



long, 

they got sunburnt m the 
process' Photography for 
everyone with itching hngers 
came with the roll-film camera 
the Agfa Box Camera, that set 
all Europe clicking Even in 
India there are four-generation 
families that have chronicles 
recorded by the onginal Agfa 
Camera* 

A flashback 

Agfa and Ge\ aert entered the 
held separately over a century 
ago Not long after the 
Brothers Lumiere worked the 
miracle of moving pictures 
Agfa established its silent film 
factory, 
ml908 
A decade 
later 







silentjjictures began to talk 
and Gevaert started man -, 
ufactiire of sound movie film 
The Agfa Camera Works 
gan as the enterpnse of an 
optician who 
shifted his 
attention 
from the 
human 
to the 

camera eye' 



A full half centurv 
developing photography i 
parallel ushenne in the a< 


Agfe 

brought it to India. 


'^fter 
■ in 

' 

vent of the roll film camera 
teihnicolour movie film X ray 
film the fir .t true pocket cam 
era, Agfa and Gevaert con 
verged to rationah/e research 
anci development And the 
Agfa and Gevaert agent les in 
India going back individually 
to 1946 came together as 
Agfa Gevaert India I imited — 
AGII in 1966 

First with e\ervthing 
in photographies. 

Agfa tiovaert brought photo 
graphy to India Not gist tht 
photogiaphv of the family 
album Photographv for 
meduine pnnting communi 
cation t riminal investigation 
reconnaissance for defence 
education,iesearch Playing its 
histoncal role in India as in 
1 iirope helping people to dis 
cover one of the most im 
portant tools m use today 
And the great gift of keeping 
precious moments and 
memories forev < r 



I AGhA GEVAERT 

1st for everything in photogra^ics. 


SIMOES/AG/C/1A/n 
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chess 


Lain (Btoel^ to nwv* 



Sm (Whito) 

PutBtUon nHtr WNIt’a 24th movm 


QaiM of Iho montti - wtwn It como* 
la llio crunch 

I WM raosntty ashed durino a lournamant 
whBttnr I bac a ma nervous during ttw erttt- 
cal phass ol a gams, to adtlch I le^tsd n«at I 
protMbly would if I know Just how crMIcal my 
position realty was The trouble is that 
nobody nngs a boll whan tha game is in the 
balsnca To ttwplayats each move seams as 
difficult snd as important aa tha last and it is 
only with the aid of that magical quality 
known to annotators ol their own games as 
^ insight, and everybody else as hindsight, 
that the true turning point of any game aver 
comes to tight It is a rare and valuable 
ability to bd able to racognlaa those crucial 
moments during the game Fischer and 
Spassky could do it, to pom» extent Karpov 
also For Korchnoi the question is quite 
immalerial as he calculates every position 
aa if hw life depends on it 
The following game iHusirataa the point 
very well Black is gradually outplaying his 
opponent, but falls to feel the tarision in the 
portion coming to a head Heconaaquantly 
plays a lax move b ased on general prlnci- 
pies at the very moment that hard, concrete 
analysis was most required, with disas¬ 
trous results It was not so much a question 
of Black failing to sea While's 24lh move, 
but that ha didn't bother to look for It 

f White Q Sax Black A Lein 
's Amsterdam 1979 Caro-Kan Dafanoe 
S 1. fx-IU, P-OB3; Z B-OB4, |k-04; X 
X P, BIP; 4. P a P, ft. N—OBX 

N X P; ft. •—<4, M-m; Not tha bast choioo 


B->IU; 10. P-0«, 0-0; 11. P-OM, 
B-M; IX B-4CS, M-<MI Having tha cour¬ 
age to admit hw earner mislaka Black'a 
play from this point onwards Is vary 

NxN; IX PxN, P-ONft; IX 
»-«a, P-N3I IX B-BX n-KI; 17. 
QB-Ot, B—OM; IX B-BX fX-IQ; IX 
P-B4, B(K1)-01: M. P-OX PxP; ai. 
PxP. N-Bft; aa. O-KX P-OBft7 Abao^ 
lulely the wrong moment for a e amlx sa 
move Correct was 22 OR—B1 wMh ttiw 

threat of R—BS whan White can do no 

belter than 23 N X N Q X N 24 Q X O B X Q 2S 
B—8eBxB2ePxB.butattsr26 ..P-B3I 
^ loltowed by . K—Ba—K3 the advanoad 
T OBP would soon ba lost 
2X KB->«1, NxNi^ ax PxMH 


6 H-N5I7 would 
P-04? QxPI) 

7.1 


ixPn 


failed to considar If 24 OxP 25 B—6ft 
Bx B 20 PxB R(01)-OB1 27 P-B7I with 
unstotmable back row threats, tha main one 
being 28 0 X Ri| R X Q 29 R—Oa-f R X R 30 
PxR*°0-l- BxQ 31 R—KB-r mating Aa a 
result Black is forced to change the queens 
and present White with a steamroller pawn 
centre 

24.. .0x0:25 PxO, P-ON4;2XB—NS. 
B-K3; 27. P-K5I BxRP; SX P-Oft. 
B-Bft; 2X R—OX B-S3; SX B-KB4. The 

end If 30 B—KH then 31 P—K8I is mur¬ 
derous 

3X .R—KB1,31.P-KftlBxQP;3XRsP, 
HxR;33.PxRh^ K—Bli 3X R—KX winning 
a whole piece If 34 R—Ol 35 R x B 

ax . . B-KB1; 3X BxB. RxB; 3X BxX 
P-OB4; 37 R-Nft, P-BX 3X B-OX 
K—N2; 39. R X P, R-01; 4X R-BX P— BO; 
41 B—R2. B-Oft; 42. R-BX Resigns 

MICHAEL STEAN 


bridge 


One of the recurring problems in this game 
IS whether to lead the Ace of an unbid suit 
against a small slam You may be leading 
into the dedarsr s K x on the other hand 
declarer may have two top losers and. if you 
don't lead the Ace. you may never make it 
You liave to listen to the bidding ^nd 
decide whether there is a danger ol the 
loaars going away on dummy s side suit 
When the situation is uncertain, my advice 
is to lead the Ace Many more contracts are 
made because an Ace was not lad than are 
mads because it was lad 
The problem is especially acute whanjmu 
have a likely trump trick on the side This 
deal from an international trial led to much 
heart-searching 


Dealer North Love all 

* 2 

» A 5 3 

♦ J to 9 7 4 
« K 8 b 2 


B J 8 
V QB 4 

* AO BS 
BJ 9 5 4 


N 

W E 
S 


B 0109764 

P 9 

4 6 3 

B Q to 7 3 


B A K 5 3 
VKJ10762 
a K 5 

B A 


When tha professional team known as the 
'Aces' held the North-South cards the bid- 


ding want 
SOUTH 

WEST 


— 

IB 

No 

2V 

No 

3B 

No 

44 

No 

6B 

No 


NORTH 

EAST 

No 

No 

IB 

No 

3» 

No 

4B 

No 

4B 

No 

No 

No 


The opening One Club was conventional 
and the response indicated three controls 
counting two for an Ace and one for a Kmg 
West began with Acs and another 
diamond The daclamr thought to himself, 
-Would West, aflsr I had shown second- 
round control ol diamonds, have led the 
Ace unless he had hopes of a trump trick? 

Following his hunch the deeiarsr ran P J 
at once, cashed B A. ruffed a spade low, 
and made his contract 
Tha moral for the defence would seem to 
be that against an astuls opponsnt H P 
unwise to Pad an Ace whsn you have hopea 
of a trump trick But thte is an arsa of blull 
anddoubts-bluff In certain circumsianoaa It 
may ba clever, with Ox x In trumps, to lead 
an Aoa because dadarar may fftink that wMi 
this holding you would not lead the Aoa 
(lest ha foltow the rsasonlng adopted in the 
example above) 


A lamarkabta idea which Black had totally 


TERENCE REESE 


stamps 




30 0, 

to*, ■' -■ :li 

Canada* 




A new Canadian senes featuring flying- 
boats includes a 35-cents stamp showing 
fhs Canso in which Fit It David Hofnell ol 
Mimico Ontario won his Victoria Cross on 
24 Juns 1944 Raturning to the Coastal 
Command base at Wick alter a tO-hour 
patrol Hornell s Canso engaged and sank a 
U-boat about 250 miles noith of Shetland 
but was so badly damaged by the German 
gunfira that Hornell had to ditch A Norwa 
gian Catalina spotted the surviving mem 
bera ol the crew in their dinghy but Hornell 
died ol exposure a few hours after they were 
taken aboard an Air-Sea rescue launch The 
new stamps are the first in a series devoted 
to Canadian iBiation Four stamps featuring 
military aircraft will be issued in November 
Thft loimer Prime Minister John G Oielen- 
baker and Dame Emma Albani the Cana¬ 
dian opera and oratorio singer who died in 
1930 will ba honoured on other Canadian 
stamps this year 

C W HILL 


quiz 


QUESTIONS 

1 Grasshoppers rub their hind legs 
across their wings to produce abopt 13 
different kinds of sounds What are' 
these sounds good for? 

2 With what would you associate the 
name Noh? 

3 Jabberwocky is a form of non¬ 
sense unintelligible speech or writing 
Who invented the Jabberwock? 

4 After more than a 100 years, 
Essex won their first major honour by 
defeating Surrey at Lord s, London on 
21 July Essex won by 35 runs What 
was the name of the trophy? 

5 What IS the currency of Vatican 
City? 

6 In the 1976 Summer Olympics at 
Montreal, the gold medal tor Floot 
Exercise in Gymnastics tor men was 
won by Nikolai Andrianov ot USSR 
Who won the gold medal for the same 
event among women? 


BSSn *0 lUiM I|| 8 N 9 
eJH aui 9 
dno seBpej-j pue uosueg am y 
2 Z 8 t u' ..ssBio buniooT am 
gSnojgj. eot|V„ ui AtjooNuaqqer pajieo 
uieod B ejojM om« iiojbo si/viai e 
diqSJOM oiuiqs mi'V' paieioossB 
Sjenju eouep luojj Ajnjuao gtyi -JMI ui 
peAjOAe BUJBjp aseuPdep jo luioj v Z 
uoijBoiuniuuioo JO sueaiu r se sioas 
-UI 8ij) Ao pesn 0JB spunos aqi l 

SUBMSKV . 
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ttNOAL LANOUACI. m 

* iJm tU (hr « N (MR iA t rt<i^ wi in. 

* 1 hr iAi DhMnihMw iilfiryi lu hri|M««4 n (Ar rnfm itj* 

ot »rw ipr»3ro ^artiTi j«wiiirs i 

'* Ftllinp^ >n liAT ml bPt(W I i« Pnr.iifir, 

•‘iui ih.n., ODnmrvtf^. fm€ (Mii cn»«* wilt g* tm hrll." 
7Sr form ihr ^naipk prWcn ii dk Unv wnJiihnitf 

ihr frA frrt«i k* thif f*r^r m ttmk i m ** ^ J"* 

VllPH AT I fMT 1 •• 

3<! cTfV(ft(?n( =n=Ti 

3r^=r iTTO ^ t(pl " 

<• TW Cm U Drmm irJyiA^ ik 4glN mf tW KnrM, fmmuf 
** «t* tW fnfemtt ml OrpMu hinilfr* 

TW iri gffvfk mr fuftar m fmrwt4 fraai Wit pn»riflr. 
u> •( irrmiA^tn* ^ tht aUr ^ ai 

mno rfsrra • tto * 

ktmnf JU. f.kaiafl(. 

^ir^C3 TtTO3 Wtfl Xt^ 

*• wfTptmg thr Raanrr Wran# IrP^rlHs." 

TWi gMi caMMlj* fcfflM«Wfi*^aWtWi.<f af a 


The first book 
printed m Bengal 

A Grammar 
of the 

Bengal Language 

By Ndthanicl Brassey Halhed 

This IS a unique fticsimilie 
edition of the first book 
printed and published in Bengal 
202 years ago, along with a 
valuable introduction 
b\ Nikhil Sarkar on the author, 
printer and the times when the 
book was born Savour the 
period feeling of the original 
manuscript brought to you with all 
the fine elegance at the 
command ol modern publishing. 

Rs 100 ) 




Ananda Publishers Pvt Ltd 
45 Beniatola Lane Calcutta 9 
Phone 144362 



Here’S 

Amul Milk 



Put 2J heaped tablespoons of Amul Milk Powder into a 
1 litre tumbler Slir into a smooth paste with a little 
warm water Add hot water up to top and stir Milk is 
now ready for drinking Good for use in tea and coffee 
and for making curds .nd desserts Makes you thankful 
for Its conven ence Guaianteed pure 


Atnul 

MILK POWDER 
It's like having 
Q dairy in 
your home 



Marketed bv 
Guiarat Co operative Milk Marketing 

Federation Ltd . Anand. '^’5' 









this India 


without comment 



■ 4 ' shed'* of the Central and Western 
Railwavs in Bombay have resoited to 
a novel form of agitation “langoti 
andolan ” While on duty they strip to 
their undeigarments during the last 
hour ot their working day to focus 
attention on their demand for regu 
lar supply of protective garments Mr 
B M Shukla, general secretarv of 
the Loco Mei hanical Staff Associa 
tion (Western Zone), told newsmen 
here yesterday that the agitation was 
one month old and the association 
planned to continue it throughout 
the country till August IS, (overing 
about iwo lakh loco mechanics— The 
Hindustan limes (Baldev Singh 
Saini, New Delhi) 

BARABANKl A peon in the local 
,, Distiict Industries office became 
father when he was only seven years 
old The records show his age as 28 
I The age of liis son also employed in 
the same office as a peon, has been 
recorded as 21 Both of them were 
given job. in the office duiing 1979— 
Indian Express (1 P A Jaleel, Tri 
vandrum) 

NLW DELHI Even the gods tome in 
the way of land reforms some times, 
Rao Birendra Singh, Union Agricul 
ture Minister, obseived in the Lok 
Sdbha He said that four units of land 
belonging to a religious endowment 
in Madhya Pradesh had to be distri 
I buted among Lord Rama, Lava, Kusa 
and Sita This in spite of the fact that 
‘ Lava and Kusa could no longer be 
considered minors It was even con 


m(Jia abroad 


LONDON Ihe Greater London 
Council has declared Indian diplo 
mats among the top “30 dirty” for 
committing parking offences but 
they are “tleanei than their French, 
Soviet and Pakistani counterparts ” 
Top among the so called “30 dirty” 
are Nigerian, h.gyptian, French, 
Saudi Arabian and Libyan diplomats 
who during 1979 80 committed S,100, 
2,621, 2,141, 2,030 and 1,761 parking 
I, offences respectively While Indian 
‘ diplomats figured 23rd among the 


p .'LIS «) fc thi nliyqivtnfir 1 


tended that Sita had got separated 
from Lord Rama Likewise, it had 
been contended that Lord Siva, Kar 
tikeya and Ganesa were each enti 
tied to one unit in anothei case The 
matter went up to the Revenue 
Board which upheld the contention— 
The Hindu (R Muralikumar, 
Madras) 

SIMLA Himachal Pradesh Universi 
ly has many dubious distinctions It 
was the fust university where sons 
appeared in examinations and re 
suits were declared in the names of 
their tathers This happened when 
the University was tust a yeai old 
But If has peisisted in its errors and. 
corrupt practices ever since its incep 
tion in 1971 It has now come to the 
notice that in the Political Science 
Department of the University, some 
of the lesearch fellows have been on 
the job over the last five \ears but 
the doctorate degree h is remained 
elusive for them— Hindustan Times 
(S M Mehta, Chandigarh) 

NEW DELHI The Ganga’s water is 
pure and nothing could pollute it 
Shri A P Sharma, Minister for Toui 
ism and Civil Aviation told the Rajya 
Sabha the other day The Minister 
made this statement when bhii 
Rameshwar Singh (lok Dal) asked a 
supplementary regaiding steps the 
Government proposed to take to 
keep the water ot the Ganga in 
Varanasi clean as it was polluted 
When the member wanted to lepeat 
his question, the ( hairman told the 
Mniisterthat the Ganga watei might 
be pure or sacred but what about 
other filth getting mixed with it 
Undaunted Shri Shurma said that 
there was philosophy behind the pur 
ity of the (3anga water and Shi i Singh 
must understand it, nothing can pol 
lute the water of the holy Ganga It 
purifies everything which mingles 
into It The Chairman then quoted a 
Persian saying that one who goes into 
a mine ol salt becomes salt- 
MP Chronicle (Snmitio Samaddai, 
Raipur) 


offenders, thtir counterpaits from 
Pakistan, Cuba and Iiaq were listed 
14th, 13th and 12th respectively In 
dian diplomats were issued 677 park 
ing tickets, 10 less than in 1977 The 
Chinese aie among the “cleanest” 
An Indian High Commission spokes 
man said diplomatic plate holders 
were being asked to obey the law of 
the land and not to involve them 
selves in parking offences ' We shall 
tell them again and emphatically”, 
he said —Indian hxpiess 


PtOPLE who make such criti^ms 
have not seen more than one or two 
ot m\ films — Satyajit Ray in reply 
to Mrs Nargis Dutt's allegations 
that his films project poverty and 
tainish India’s image 

I r IS evident that the performance 
ot the economy during the ]anata 
I ule was far superior to that in any 
two veat period in the past 30 years 
of Congress rule and that included 
the period ot I mergenev as well — 
Subramaniam Swamy at a Press 
C'oiifeience 

WHETHER Rajiv is anointed the 
new 1 town Prince or not, the court 
inti igues are paying tribute to the 
institution of modern royalty in 
India — S Nihal Singh in India 
I odai, 

AI L this talk about Sanjay succes 
Sion IS meaningless Sanjay has not 
left behind any constitutional ‘gad 
(ir to be filled — Arif Mohammed 
Khan, MP and AICC(I) joint Sec 
retaiv 

EVEN if you sneeze, vou have to 
get the permission of the centie — 
Mav 1 sneeze Sir’ — Sheikh 
Abdullah 

rills (Baghpat) u the land of the 
Mahabharata war They tried to 
s»iip Draupadi and there was a war 
fhe police have now dishonoured a 
woman ot this aiea There will be 
another Mahabharata — Madhu 
I imaye quoted in India Today 

IT IS wrong to consider external aid 
as manna from heaven It has ex 
tremely damaging repercussions — 
Iht Times London 

W1 would not permit any Soviet 
aggression against any Arab or 
Muslim country and there would be 
no iioimal relations between Egypt 
and the Soviets as long as they are 
occupying a Muslim -country — 
President Anwai Sadat on Mos 
cow’s designs in West Asia 

I DO not believe ij is appropriate 
foi a close relative of the President 
to undertake aiiv assignments on 
behalf of a foteign government — 
President (aitci on his ■voiinger 
biother Billy ( aitcr’s activities on 
behalt of the Libvati government 


VIVIAN RICHARDS sttms to have 
three strokes tor iieiv ball—lorn 
Gravenev 

THE only wav Borg is goini to huit his 
arm is carrying his wallei—Vic Brade 


lllusiiation/Ahi Uhusan Malik 











Let Canaia Bank 
help you provide for it 

Everythtng is within your roach if you plan ahead ano save lor it 

A long wanted car’ A home of your own’ A child s higher education or wedding’ 

Canard Bank s spenal Kamadhenu Deposit scheme is designed to make iime multiply your 
money and maximise youi returns Deposit now only a part of the money you will actually 
need You choose iheaiTiount you wish to deposit in Kamadhonu and the number of months 
Interest on the interest earned gels you handsome earnings And your money can more than 
double Itself Drop m at your nearest Canara Bank branch for detai's 

Our other deposit schemes VidyanidhI, Niranlara and Balakshama 


Kamadhenu 

Deposit 


CANABA 


: 7 ; 




(A nationalised bank] 
Over 1 200 branches 
ail over the country *c. 


maa cb 5 a so 


Are you a litde ashamed of 
your toilet? 


You needn't be. Get Sanifresh, the 
hard-working lavatory cleanser. 

Use it regularly every day. 
Easy-to-use Sanifresh works 3 ways: 

1) Removes ugly stains, keeps your 
toilet sparkling clean. 

2) Removes dangerous germs, 
safeguards your family's health. 

3) Removes unpleasant odours, 
frsshens the air. 

A dirty toilet is a breeding 
ground for germs, a source 
of infection. A health 
hazard for you and your 
-family. 




pDifuMfooPe I 

Sanirresh 

Lavatory Cleanser 


It does ail your dirty work to koop 
your toilet clean. 




^^-FOR MODERN AIDS 
fcSJifiL»nii5jyy!NQ 
BALBARA • cowANV imvATfi umitio 

43. NHfindM Mmiw Road. Bombay 400 023 
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THIS isn't A SHOE UlASHER 
AWRCIE IT'SAaALLUlASHER' 
HERE sue Wl/R FOOToyr 
OF VOUR SHOE 




( NOU) AS SOON AS MRS eAlRTLE'.' 
PUTTS OUT VOU TAKE THE 0Aa, 

, ANP CLEAN IT FOR HER BEFORE y 
V5HE "reES OFF A6AIN ^ 








Once again 
it*s time for the * Eagle* 
K to spread its wings 


of good 
will. 









The time to start thinkinq about 
your 1981 Cagle Dianes is now Fiqle 
Lharies-superior diaries that have 
been the messengers of goodwill for 
over 20 years In fact the list of 
leadmq compames who have been 
spreading their goodwill with Eagle 
Dianes is ever on the increase 
Eagle Dianes 

available m 23 outstanding 
varieties 

The 'Eagle' is waiting to spread its 
wings For you And for your 
company 





cka 

ied (mifi{unwt4 

eagle press 


OlMV Houm 
IS, MS KwISumi 
MKim 600013 
Phorw 563093 553094 
Graro "SWUADeOir 















































VNEU 
<0V\ ARtr 

things 

oirj o 


v^ THt WARCHOUSE.S Of- 
\ ALEPlA AkS HJLI OF THF 
y LT^OT FRAE /OP PFR 
/ FIPIUS HAS TAKFN THERE 
iSN r /wurH Ti/ve _ff 
THF‘-KArr')P W(l_L 
V .ur ^ HCCAL^bD 
TO ROME 






l<r .X 




LOOK NO 
BIGGER THAN A 
CHESTNUT but HE 
EATS AS IF HIS 
SIESTA 

DEPENDED > 
ON IT^ / 


mi 






THEN 
V\HY not 
A r TACK 
NOW ^ 


X ALLPIA IS'At I.L 

\ prrcNDDD we NfFt 
J Tmc TO SUM/'\-'N 
/ everyone Rt M 
/the other VGLAGFS 
THAT S WHAT I WAS 
DOING WHEN WAo 
CAPTURED IN OLABfcLLA 

S MARGARITIX S 
villa 






MY CLAN AND 

OLABELLAMARGARITIXS 
CLAN HAVE A VENDETTA 
GOING, BUT I NEVER 
THOUGHT HE O 
^ BETRAY ME TO > 
the romans 


-C 


■WJl 


THERE S 
NO 

PROOF 

HE 

DID 


THE 

I OLABELLAMAReARlTlX 
' CLAN ARE CAPABLE 
OF ANYTHING J _ 


• /•'A 


Al 








nr »VA& M4Aa^ 
WHICH olabblua 

MAWOARITIX'S enSAT «aanc>pathb*< 

ACPU8KO TO PAY FOR WMCn 
hB sot him from THB IN 

LAW OF A CLOOS FRlflNO OF 'Wb 

BONey wasawamiorvvayayik clan 

, CLAIMINO THAT HB WAS LAMC (.THS 
OONKSy NOT THB BONCWmABA- 
WARR lOftWAYAVIKBS , FA BNP 6 
SftOTHCH IN law) 




r,, - 


m 




BONBV WASA VB^CTAY IK'B 

BRBAT UHCLB MAAFiBO A 
eiBL PROM THB VtOLON<aU.tX 
CLAM ANP A COUSIN BY 
AV^AAlAOe OF OF 

OLASaLLAMABOARlTiX'S 
BRAMPPATHaAB WAB IN 
COVS WITH HBA . 


©^7 , 


W'l/M: 




ANYWAT IT'S 
VERY SERIOUS 
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Dai«I»ABY 


BHAJAN LAL'S EGO 


MASTER defeitoi Bhajan l.al. 
Chief Minister of Haryana with the 
brain of a fox, had an expciiented 
and amiable peisoii as his inibiic 
relations offn ei in New Delhi Re 
tently the PRO had been Kiveii an 
extension of service foi six 
months—but then siiddenlv Bhajan 
Lai got angrv with him Whv^ Bha 
tan Lai was tuiions that his nies 
sage ot a “deep sense of soiiow” at 
the "tragic death" ol Sanjav Can 
dhi was not published pioiniiiently 
"enough in the Delhi newspapeis 
When the PRO poinii-d out that the 


A MINISTER'S 
ARROGANCE 


A Cabinet Minister in A R Antu 
lav’s govt tnmeiit in Mahaiashtia 
gol 70 police otticeis and police 
men tiansterred through a wiieless 
message in the lirsl week of |ulv 
The cause ot the iie the Miiustei’s 
car had got stuck in the iialtic jam 
on the busv Boinhay Pune highway, 
and 'lit jiulice had been unable t(< 
extra dti him tiorn tin lamquicklv 
Onlv I'l of 'ht- 70 who weie tiatis 
leiied weic ictiuillv on duty thtn 
But It set P’s that tlu \lmislei had 
thieatciicd ilu iialtic sub ms[ietlor 
on diitv at that rune tliai he would 
fianslti [111 1 iitiie liatfic circle lo 
and behold it haiipened' I he 
Minisfei spoke to the I M and the 
CM piomptiv oidered the tiansfei > 
\ftii a tiiioie, ttaiisfer oiders 
against >0 of the jiolitemen were 
wiiluliawn But oui iiuestion is 
win should the othu 20 he victi 


statement had been used by the i 
Press, Bhajan Lai was not | 
appeased— he had wanted the news I 
to appear as a box item' And he was I 
desjierate to know whether Mrs i 
Oandhi had lead his statement or | 
not, so he asked his PRO which j 
paper Mrs Candhi read each morn j 
ing Obviously the PRO could not ] 
I name any single paper as presuin I 
, ably the PM reads whatever is 
' worth leading in all the papers But 
Bhajan Lai was furious that his 
PRO did not know which papei Mrs 
I Gandhi read' The PRO got the 
I message He wrote out his resigna 
tion and handed it to the CM right 
I then and there 

SOCIAL 

FO R MANE K A _ 

MRS GANDHI, like any giand 
mothei, IS veiy attached to Feio/e, 
her four month old grandson, and 
she cannot bear the thought of any 
separation from him. she natuially 
would like .Satijay's son and Man 
eka to stay on in the house So that 
Maneka may not get bored silting 
at home, she has*given hei daugh 
lei inlaw the gieen signal—to get 
involvi d in social work Mrs Sheela 
I Kaul, a lolative and the ('i)ngiess(l) 
MP Itoiii 1 iicknow, has been asked 
to oiganise tins Howevei, Man 
eka’s mothei, Mis Amieshwai 
Atiand, along with a strong fad ion 
III the Congiess(l) led bv Raiesh 
I’llot, Akbar Islam and Ashok Va 
jpayee, is keen on bringing Maneka 
I into politics Maneka is expected to 


UP CM'S DISRESPECT 
TO SANJAY ? 

IN the month of February, Sanjay 
Gandhi and Mrs Gandhi made an 
issue out of the police atrecities at 
Ndiampur, and eventually dismis¬ 
sed the Banarsi Das government 
because of it A Dim on Narainpur 
was made and shown by the govern 
ment media Sanjay Gandhi deman 
ded the immediate arrest of the 
policemen who were involved Un 
like the present CM of UP, who 
seems deiei mined to protect pohea 
officeis who indulge in atrocities. 
Chief Minister Banarsi Das had 
ordeied immediate action against 
the police otficers, and one of them, 
Mahnbir Piasad, was suspended 

One of ihc fust things that the 
new Congress(I) Chief Minister of 
UP, V P Singh, did was to reinstate 
Mi Mahabir Prasad as CO in Faiza 
bad Whv ^ Because the polite offic 
er IS a close relative of the presi 
dent of the UP Congress(I) Mr 
Dhaimveei And what about the 
women who were raped and abused 
in Narainpur’ Who is bolheied ab 
out them, once the political objec 
rive has been fulfilled The Con 
' gress(I) IS now showing its Due 
' colours m UP, at least as fai as rape 
j cases aie ccmcernecl Not a single 
I Miiiistei has visited Baghpat, Bara 
banki ui Banda wheie heinous atio 
cities against women have been 
comnnttt d 

D F NiiAMUDmN_ 

From ('is week Kuiiy contit- 
I hutes an independent cartoon on 
the goings on in Delhi - Editor 

I 


tout Uttar Pradesh in the iieai 
future, and adchess a convention of 
mist d’Sop to a minister’s arrogance’ «• Youth Congress faction 



IB 





Natwarlai 


The Tiwing 
Wiichei of 
Harnafaka 






Syndicate Bank has helped more than two and a 
half lakh economically backward families, especi¬ 
ally Harijans in the rural areas, to free themselves 
from the clutches of unscrupulous money¬ 
lenders. We have even reformed and directed 
groups engaged in begging and thieving, and 
street urchins to gainful occupations. 

Grant of loans at a Differential Rate of Intwest of 4% 
p a has helped these people to improve the produc¬ 
tivity of their small farms and to streamline their tradi¬ 
tional occupations like basket-making, mat-making, 
pot-making, bnck making, toddy tapping, gur making, 
weaving, stone-cutting carpentry, and blacksmithy. 
They have regained their confidence, and are experi¬ 
encing security, and they have freed themselves from 
bondage and despondency 

We have also indirectly assisted several scheduled 
caste and scheduled tribe multi-purpose co-operative 
societies to enable them to resettle on land allotted by 
Government, and financed minor irrigation schemes to 
bring the land under cultivation In addition we have 
initiated them into profitable part-time occupations 


like dairy, poultry, piggery etc to generate supple- 
nwntal income 

Besides, we have uplifted a large segment of the eco¬ 
nomically weaKw sections in urban and semi-urban 
areas, like bangle sellers, barbers; cobblers, coolies, 
cycleshop owners, cart drivers,milk vendors, dhobies, 
sweet makers, fish vendors, flower and fruit merchants, 
garment makers, hotel-keepers, aerated water makers, 
house-ware makers, net makers, paper and book-sellers, 
pan-beeda shop keepers, radio-watch-pen repairers, 
retail traders, rickshawallahs, tailors, and vegetable 
vendors. 

We have also persuaded the Rampant group of fishermen 
in coastal Karnataka to form themselves into coopera¬ 
tives and go in for mechanised boats to increase their 
catches and improve their standard of living. 

Implementation of the Twenty Point Economic program¬ 
me has always been a strong point with us. 

SYNDICATE BANK 
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W% time we made a 
public acknowledgement 
of our private letters. 



Yes, we have received 
so many unsolicited 
testimonials from Oyanora 
TV owners on our after¬ 
sales service, we thought we 
would express our deep 
gratitude through a 
public acknowledgement. 

We at Dyanora are indeed 
overwhelmed by the kind 
letters of our customers The 
only way we can acknow¬ 


ledge this kind gestui e is to 
keep up this service standard 
— and even improve upon 
it, if possible. 

The ‘lowest’ failure rate: 

Dyanora, built with 
imported components like 
integrated circuits and 
transistors from Matsushua 
(National of Japan) and 
Philips, IS the most reliable 
TV there is What's more 


It is backed up by a special 
R & D group that gets a 
continuous feedback on field 
failures and takes corrective 
actions accoidmgly The 
result of all this is that 
Dyanora today has the 
'lowest' failure rate 
The best equipped 
service station 

A Dy.inora TV is also 
backed up by a speci ilised 
md comprehensively 
equipped after-sales service 
station Manned by 
dedicated, experienced and 
specially trained engineers 
and technicians the service 
IS available each day of the 
week 

This IS a bi j advantage 
because a TV aftei all, is a 
complex device It may 
occasionally iu*ed a slight 
adimtment And even if it's 
a Dyanora TV on rare 
occasions, it too could fail, 
right'? 

Country-wide 
service network 

We aie amongst the few 
rv manufacturers having 
jales and Sci vice Centres 
throughout the country -at 
Bombay Pune, Calcutta, 

Delhi Jaipur, Kanpur, 

I ucknow, Madras and 
Hyderabad 


Dyanora 

it's got everything 
you're looking for. | V 


DYNAVISION 

UMfTEDI 




Madras bOO 020 
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NowJIue Star offers you 
the lowest-Driccd.semi-scientific 

green display 
pocket calculator in India. 
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Wh*n you for a Solulfon calcuiator you A wrOa ranQo of Sokriron calcwlaiors to 

get full value for your monayf That s bocauto chooaa from 
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alfrcient service network ^should you aver 
need it' 


4 Pocket modaki 

a Graan display aarm srianlific 

o Graan display fully aciantific 

a Leo varm scientific a LCD hilly scientific 
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a 12 digit graan display a 12 digit LCD 

a 12 digit mmi printer cum dinday 


SOLUTRON Calculators 
Unbeatable—in performance and price ' 
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CougK 



Glycodin for ail kinds of 
bothersome coughs. 






Glycodin works against 
all four cough-staitsrs. 

1 In the brain lo suppress the urge to cough 

2 I n the throat to relieve irritation 

3 Injhe Jungs to reduce mucus congestion 
and bring out the sputum 

4 In the chest to relieve pain 
of overworired chest muscles 

Glycodin sasas braathing, 

Ists you slaap soundly. 

Glycodiif 

■ndlcrsilOLi 
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On the night of July 26. a number of lawans, provokeo by an 
attack on an army driver, went berserk in Snnagar aty, smashing 
taxis, tempos, and terrorising people The next day, there were 
massive demonstrations by the people The incidents once again 
highlighted both the sensitive nature of Kashmir, and its ability to 
control the fires before they gel out of hand Page 8 


The 30,000 songs that 
Mohammed Hafi sang over 40 
years have created a perma 
nent niche for him in the hearts 
of music-lovers in the country 
His voic:e will remain immortal 
Page 20 


Nalwarlal. the conman extraor 
dinary from Bihar has escaped 
from the clutches of the police 
once more His methods are 
unique and elegant PRITISH 
NANDY traces the career of 
the' famous artist PaQ® 32 





A senes of strange occurrences m two districts of nodh 
Karnataka, allegedly the work of sorcerers, have spread terror 
among the population. People are getting strange brand marks 
on thev bodies, beating their heads bn stones aixf going 
berserk—all because angry sorcerers-have made them targets 
for their weird rituals. An on-the-spot investigalion Page 14 
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Mind of 
the masses 

iC'T'HI- mdgiLfit Hindi films” (20 July) 
JL by Pritish Nandy was marvillous 
t'nlikc the niutinc gossii) ol film maga 
?ints youis was a flat study of i ai ly and 
contemporary Hindi films spited with 
huiniHir and nostalgia, which alfordt d an 
insight into the minds of thousands of 
lilingoer> 

(j S Afo/iatif V ( iituii k 

MR NANOY pinpoint'd the itason foi 
tht Hindi stiiin’s mass appeal Iht 
tountiys massts do not likt to spend 
ihi II hard earned money on seeing films 
that magnify the sordid aspects of lift 
They would rather watch the daredevH 
acts of the It faiouriie heroes the 
tiiumph of geiod over evil through a 
concoetion of elegant itrelevances like 
eolupliious heioines and, of eourst, lis 
ten to then lavouiite songs— which Hindi 


films have in plenty 

Pham Bhushan (.’hos/i 24 Parganas 

RFADERS will definitely identify them 
selves with the author in the first two 
pages, though tew would be so bold to 
admit seeing wet dieams However, 1 
could not understand Mr Nandy’s view 
that Hindi films aie true to life You will 
not find many who would beat the hell 
out of a hooligan oi say, butst into a love 
song at the appiopriate moment 
B S Visweswar, Bangalore 

AhTI R seeing a number of Hindi films, 
the idea I get is- the hero cannot have a 
father but the heioine has a rich villain 
tor one, the hero is adept at fighting and 
singing, the heroine, even if poor, man 
ages to use the best cosmetics, the Bom 
bay police are worthless, mothers in 
Bombay usuhllv have twins who are 
separated in their childhood and meet 
when older—usually after each has bag 
ged a heroine Realistic, isn’t it’ 
Sandip Bhattachaiya, Calcutta 

MY (OMP11MFNT8 to Mr Nandy for 
such a thought piotokiiig article, it re 
tlec ts the emotions and sentiments of the 
common masses barring some self styled 
intellectuals 

i'l Hhatlaibailee Bhilai 

MR NANDY s ad|t(tive infested artiele 
was nothing iiioic than verbal diarrhoea 
It IS precisely to eceeiitries like 
him that Hindi tilnis mean so much 1 do 
not see why he should announce the tact 
that he IS Ihisauius petsunified 
Duclnani I’ai.e-hii New Ptlhi 

MR NANDV IS no authoiitv to comment 
oh the ailing kill of i ith< i Dilip Kumar 
OI Rat Kipoor, I h ivi grave doubts about 
whethet he undt islands oi has ever 
trii d to uiidtrst aid the nuances of stnsi 
tivc acting 

Dee flak Misra ( iillack 

HINDI films hive no magii about them 
as far as I am conceriii d I have not seen 
one lot the last 12 months and 1 do not 


have a “dream girl" 

Bimal Kumar Mobanty, Khurda 

INSTEAD of doing justice to the talent of 
the stars whose names he mentioned Mr 
Nandy was more interested in talking 
about himself 

Shahid lamal Siddiqi, Calcutta 

MR NANDY’s assertion that to enjoy 
Hindi films one has to give ut> one’s 
pretensions and intellectual hang ups is 
pretentious in itself In my teens these 
films weie part of my regular diet Later 
the cra/e faded, today I find these films 
utterly boring I feel they have a very 
corrosive and degenerating influence on 
society and the younger generation 
Banibrata Mukheriee, Silchar 

MR NANDY is light in saying that Hindi 
film songs play a role in eveiy walk of 
life But this IS not why Hindi films are 
'popular Even those who hate Hindi films 
hum Rafi or Kishoie 
Kablu Mukerjea, Shillong 

PRITISH NANDY has entered the aiena 
of not too serious film writing, after fail 
ing as a poet (thanks to his omission from 
Daruwalla’s anthology) His “filmi ’ 
account is very flimsy, and I bet he has 
npt seen many films himself The poetic 
description of his childhood was partly 
successful Such films, however, are not 
an obsession with students alone, there 
are thousands of others who are en 
tht ailed 

A K Chatteriec, Ranchi 

Zl hNAF proves that she is one of those 
who look better undressed than dressed 
Raiah Pai Secunderabad 

II PAINS me to see that your covers are 
drab and dull Your only favourite colour 
seems to be a depressing blue, a monoto 
nous giay or an abominable blue black, 
issue after issue We aie tired Just as the 
monsoon broke over Calcutta, Sunday 
should have appeared on the newsstands 
with a not of colour 
Kulo Hazanka, Margherita 


A tragedy 

T ill tragedy wiittin on tht facts ot 
the mult nctinis ol I Ik Mandai 
massacie (IT luiit) supplemcnis the 
word picture diawn by M | Akbar I he 
iniurid or)>h<uis seem to hi iskitig the 
oldir geneiation win tin i (..iiitihiji was 
light or wrong 

Sublia\ i Paiiigiahi Hoi ingii 

YOUR rtpotts vti> iliaily itveal how 
the so called national I'ai tics tntouiaged 
the IU JS to demolish thi CPI( M > s i iflu 
ente II there is anybody who cun bt 
blamed for the Tripuia lariuge it is the 
local units of the so called national Par 
ties, along with the I UJS, Amra Rungali 
and the Ananda Marg I was foimerly a 
bitter entic ot the Left Front, but the 
honesty of the leftists in the north eas> 
has made me sympathetic towards tht m 
It IS the leftists who have been firm in 
protecting the rights of the minorities in 


Assam Baiun Si ngtipta in i pitvious 
issue ot Sunday leinied the leftists trad 
i rs He should know that tht leftists 
have not indulged in politiial oppdriun 
isin in Assam Mr Nripen Clukiabortys 
MiiiMtiy in Tripuia must he supported in 
ordei to prtsetve national integrity 
Marmabina Stn, Bangaloie 
Dh SPl I E your i xtensive coveiage of the 
Mandai massaeie you turned a blind eve 
to the brutal killing of a busload of 
tribals in Agartala, the burning down ol 
IT .tribal villages in the reprisal by 
Bengalis, the large scale starvation of 
diseased iiibals driven to the deep 
forests, and the wanton destruction of 
several Christian buildings in Agartala 
duiing curlew hours Many more atroci 
ties on the original inhabitants of the 
land could be cited, which you assiduous¬ 
ly left out of your reports Tripura’s deep 
wounds would heal only when the issue is 
placed in the proper peispective 
f* C Muanthanga, New Delhi 


Gentle professor 

W ill! reference to “Bihar’s tortured 
tubes” (20 July) by Abhimanyu 
Singh and Neeiaj Roy, it is a fact that 
Bihar s tribals are suffering even after 
the state government has introduced a 
large stale welfare programme for their 
benefit But 1 am sorry to note that the 
story about (aganath Lohara is political 
ly motivated It is aimed against the 
professor of political science of Ranchi 
University It is not true that Jaganath 
Lohara, the rickshawpuller, went mad 
the day he discovered he had lost his 
land to the professor Even before this 
happened, jaganath showed signs of 
madness The learned professor is a very 
gentle person who helped many adivasi 
students in his department Other rick 
shawpullers have no complaints against 
him Besides, the additional collector has 
legally ruled in favour of the non tribal 
Vikas Narayan Upadhyay, Ranchi 



Muffled voices citation ihe AiMnfstate Warehouitng Other victims 

I N ASSAM we, the minoriti««, are baini Corporation, a Government of Akiam HTHE Innocent-looking "pe 

deprived of our democratic righta U undertaking, haa congratulated its am <>■ peraona (“The peraecuted" 
anyone tfiea to apeak out, ho ia aeverel> ployeea for actively participating in the *pe*k of their “left” philoaoi 

tortured by the people who are aupport agitation and abataining from their have amply proved it by going 

ing the agitation we have no othet way duties The corporation naa issued a masses on a genuine problem I 

except to bear with this greetings card to its employees with a would do justice to all if he sp( 

P Jjucta, Tetpur large photograph of the agitators on pemons like Prof 

which IS written “Your service it not 
greater than the agitation ” If you sup 
port all this, you are a "true Assamese’' 

Bfnoy Hturika, Gauhati 


IN ASSAM we cannot express ourselves 
freely and no one has the courage to say 
anything against the agitation leaders, 
oven if they forcibly collect money from 
you bv selling a piece of polythene with 
the words “Jai Ai Assam'* written on it, 
fui Rs SO to Rs 500 They write poems, 
plays on the “Rape of democracy In 
Assam" and compel you to buy the 
publtcutions immediately on prasanta- 
lion It you hesitate to buy a four-paga 
booklet for Rs five you are a “dashodro- 
hi” (traitor) and “untl-Assamaia" Gov- 
einmont officers aie so directly con¬ 
nected with the agitation that thty In- 

Justice, please 

I ACKNOWLEDGE the facts published 
about me In Sunday (6 June) But a 
subsequent development has prompted 
me to clarify one aspect of the matter 
After my suspension from Saotahtk 
Nilachal on 23 January I had applied to 
the president of the Assam Journalist 
Association (AJA), a branch of the 
National Union ot journalists (NUJ), on 
29 January seeking justice (I was 
formerly a vice president of the AJA and 
am now a member of the executive 
committee ) The AJA in a meeting on 8 
FeJbiuarv had decided to negotiate with 
the employer for a reconciliation But the 
months passed, and even m April I was 
not informed about the result of the 
negotiations I applied directly to the 
secretary general of the NUJ On 9 June I 

Simply 

misunderstood 

Y OL'R 29 June cocer story made a 
commendable attempt to reveal the 
truth about Sanjay. the most misunder 
stood and malianea man of the country 
His lole In the Emergency was distorted 
in order to discredit him, he was de¬ 
picted as a drunkard and womaniser A 
section of the Telugu Press was particu¬ 
larly vicious. After reeding all these 
stories, one can jiirdlv believe that San 
lay was simple and nevar took liquor 
Rafan Lherlan, Hydarabad 


Politics of rape 

N O DOUBr the “Rape at Baghpat” (20 
July) was horrible But why ere the 


lljuly) was horrible But why ere tne 
police so beastly and sadistic? It is poli¬ 
tical Parties which arm them with arbit¬ 
rary powers to achieve their own narrow 
ends Every day there is news of rapes 
and gang rapes Even fiva-year-olda are 
not spared And in most cases the police 
■re involved But the culprits know they 
will go scot-free because some Party or 
the other will stand by them. 

Nthma Sanyat, 34 Parganai 

1 HE report does not shuck us to the point 
(if dlsMlef This time too the guilty 


WHY are you wasting your valuable 
■pace on Assam now, considering you 
have neglaeted us in the past? 

Manitk Kumar Brahmaharaa, Coalpara 

ON BEHALF ot tha unfortunata Hindu 
and Muslim Bengalis ot Assam, I sand 
you my heartlait congratulations The 
sgitetnrs clelm (hat the movement it 
peaceful and democratic But It is pre¬ 
cisely the reverse 
B/noy Bhutan Banik, Gauhati 

received a copy of the instructions issued 
by him to the president ot AJA regarding 
my cate Let me quote tha relevant 
portion of the copy. 

"It appears from the details the hat 
tent to us that the action has been taken 
tyithout basis of law Nor do the charges 
against her have anything to do with her 
duties at a working journalist If what 
she says about the domestic enquin is 
the correct position, the entire procedure 
seems to be vitiated 1 am sure your 
association will be taking up the matter 
and giving her the necessary aid to fight 
the unjut treatment Any legal aid you 
need in this matter will be provided by 
our legal cell ” 

I hope these lines vindicate the NU J 
However, till the time ot wilting I have 
not received any communication from 
the AJA 

Niiupdma Borgohdin, Gauhati 

“(jLIMl’SES slates Bartlv thiee days 
uftci his death the nameplate of Sanjay 
(•andhi was ttmoved fr.im the dooi ol his 
loom in the AIC( (1) office at 24 Akbar 
Road Ihis IS contiary to facts The 
nameplate ot the departed Icadei Mill 
adonis Saiiiuv s luom Further, it is also 
stated the new nameplate said (, 
Kuppaiah Moopanar, the general secret 
ary of the Al(,Cil) from lamil Nadu” 
This Is also not correct It is true that (> 
Karuppluh Mtnippanar works in the mom 
previously occupied bv the lute '•anias 
Gandhi But neither in the room noi 
anywhere else in the All Cd) otrico can 
pne find Mr Muuppanur's nameplate 
K V Rakkan, MP, New Uelbi 


policemen have been proiccied bv the 
Congress(t), the ruling rarly in UF Uie 
opposition has also fmled to handle the 
situation properly Although Lok Dal 
leaders staged a aemonsirailun In Bauh 
pat and other places, their protest failed 
to rouse uithiic sentiments As for other 
political leaders outside Baghpat, they 
nave not cared to visit the place at all 
B Mukheriea, C'aicutrt 

AFTER the cases ot Mathura at Agra, 


T he innocent-looking “persecuted” 
persons (“The persecuted", 8 June) 
speak of thair “lett” philosophy They 
have amply proved it by going left of the 
messes on a genuine problem Subir Roy 
would do justice to ell if he spoke of the 
fate of persons like Prof Btman Kar of 
Gauhati University end Prof Suhash 
Chattopadhyaya of Stlchar They have 
been beaten mercilessly and excommuni¬ 
cated by fellow Bengalis becauta of their 
support to the Assam movement. They 
even eoprehend danger to their Uvea. 

7 X Goawamy, Gauhati 

Good work 


T hanks to Sunday tor “Blju Patnaik't 
awatd” (20 July) Blju Patnaik, ona of 
Orissa's top leaders and the founder ot 
modern Orissa, has been acclaimed as 
the “BhumI Futia" of Indonesia While 
no Orissa journal mantloned tha nawt, 
Sunday did 
Srikumar Sukta, Pun 

INDONESIA has not forgotten Mr Bl- 
jayananda Patnaik, betterltnown at Biiu 
ratnaik, for hit invaluable tervlcot In 
winning independence for the country 
But your reporter Swerup Jena did not 
mention one important trait of Blju hit 
intolerance of any insult to his country 
One recalls how he made a senior British 
official stand during a flight on which he 
was pilot in chief for uttering the words 
"bloodv Indian Mr Patnaik even risked 
his life on the flight when (he officer 
threatened to shoot him 
NibtJitd Ray Fun 

Costly error 

S AUMIIRA BANFRJfcl should Iwve 
chicked the figures that were sup 
plied to him by Mi A K Sisanaiidan 
( Belter tlight in sight ■ 15 June) To Mi 
Sisanandan sc vcralciores of rupees do 
not seem to matter A htke ot Rs 1 (00 
per kl Ilf fuel that pushed the present 
price to Rs ) 64') per kl reullv means an 
incitasc ol just over 412'? per cent and 
not TO pci cent— and 43 2s per cent of 
the earlier estimated annual fuel cost of 
Rs 90 crores comes to i oughtv Rs 39 
crores and not Rs 45 crores, as staled by 
Mr Sivunandun Indian Airlines otficers 
should understand that Ks six crores can 
maku a massive difference Self styled 
experts like Mr Sivanandan uiv lesponsl 
(lie for creating misundersiandiiiKs (te 
iweon lA and the publit 
,/ B Subramanldn, Bombay 


known ncident in which the UP police 
have been involved What would the 


world sty about the administration of 
this country with a woman PM at the 
helm? Will the Fioniler Gandhi's sugges 
tion to hang lanists be accepted? 
Bbaakar, Preudem, Lok sewn San 
gathah, Patna 

MURDERS, repel and riots 4re « product 
ot indoor games that political Putties 
play to emoarrais each other 
Sushanta Kr Chowdharv, Kutihar 

THE police sub inspector's inhuman 
treatment of a pregnant housewife Is 
pathetic 1 he government should tighten 
Its belt and i nsuie that the criminals are 
not spared 

fthyamapiasHtI sit/imt/i/. Fun 


K 



ashmir is a pHroQtke witn 
a hint of Mrbrd Wine m 
the air In this egBlitanan 
age, every paradise has 
been redecorated m huO" 
our of the Conducted iHKkBge Tout 
the serpents have been Ihoeed owiy, 
and the dominating il a tVaitVr 

wearing a huge plastic smile, Kevhnnf 
IS no exception But penodrcally the 
serpents surface A history pock¬ 
marked with blood cannot be cloaked 
so easily Kashmir has been thmitted 
to India by a needle calhed Artlkie i70. 
And rats have been gmiWlitll gwaf at 
the sewing, testidH f^jRrvn] 
cial pressure groupt| wWbih.l 
ranging from siRipIb <^|l 
to communal pd^^iOn fl 
treachery, have always been trying to 
disrupt the <alm so that their nny 
whirpools oi power might expand in 
the tuibulence of chaos 

Everything that happens in Kash 
mir has unique consequences, thanks 
to the unique situation of Kashmir 
after all, it is a state which has been 
the reason of two of our four major 
wars It IS a state which a foreign 
country has laid a direct claim to It is 
the only state wheie a minority is a 
majority It is a state which is next 
door to a cauldion called Afghanistan, 
and Its borders with both Pakistan and 
China are sizzling with soldiers and 
spies An incident m Kashmii is like a 
prism, the colours split, and the reper 
cussions are felt in seven different 
directions And such aie the sensitive 
tensions that course through the state, 
that any event caines within it the 
seeds of an explosion Even a tiaffic 
accident which would have been 
shrugged off anywhere else in the 
country 

Sumer Singh driving a three tonne 
Shaktiman truck, had begun his jour 
ney at Leh, 434 difficult kilometres 
away from Srinagar, and famous for 
being both a centre of Buddhism and 
the second coldest city in the woild 
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After a three clay run the convoy he 
was pait of crossed the (lond iratfic 
checkposl at about t 40 p m on S iiiii 
day July 26 Between Gond ind Kan 
gan Singh’s \ehiclt ha<i a puncture 
and he tell out ol the convoy which 
continued while ht waited to get the 
fvre mended He managed to reach the 
Radami Bagh ttalfic checkpost by 7 iO, 
and unloaded his goods nearby At 
8 10 he left with his \ehicle now 
empty lor his barracks 

Alrci this thi accounts begin to 
(IdleI tlic IImv has one version the 
police motile I and rumour which is 
alwiss Icttile a whole range of ver 
sions But this much all side s ,igi< c on 
that Sumer Singh was incolvid in ,a 
mmoi Inush with a tempo at 8 4‘i that 
he w IS surrounded bv people at the 
ciowdtd Budhshah tlionk near the 
KMDA bus St md attci the tempo diiv 
er chased the atins vehicle and taught 
up with It All t \( it( d ciowd itlackcd 
Sunu I Singh and then in its fury it 
damag(d two itmv water cairitrs 
which hi|)petud to be passing V col 
league of Su iici Singh who was sitting 
in the tiuck, got off while the altetcJ 

. . . . .u.,... .e . . t..i .t. 









tion was going on, and managed to 
phone his battalion Immediately a 
jeepload of jawans and an officer 
came to rescue Sumer Singh They got 
into a fight with the people. There are 
conflicting versions of what ensued 
now, but the vital part is that within an 
hour of the traffic accident, a large 
number of jawans, led by a senior 
officer, armed with rods, hockey sticks 
and a few guns, began a violent attack 
on the people, the local police and 
public and private property A senior 
ohce officer, an SSP had his teeth 
roken, another’s bones were broken, 
at least 30 taxis were smashed, plus 
tempos, private property was dam¬ 
aged Worse, at least 17 civilians were 
badly injured, and one died later of 
gunshot wounds The jawans had gone 
berserk, and they were not controlled 
till midnight 


gave the matter the kind of provoca¬ 
tive dimension which it would not 
have acquired anyhere else. Worse, 
mischievous rumourmongrers spread a 
story that the Jama Masjid of Jammu 
had been damaged by Hindus (totally 
false), and this Tent a communal edge 
to the violence That evening, the 
Sheikh, against the advice of .some of 
his advisers who were wary of his 
safety, went out to the historic Lai 
Chowk, the heart of Srinagar, and 
addressed a public meeting. It was a 
powerful performance; and after this, 
the tension subsided That night Na¬ 
tional Conference volunteers guarded 
minority areas like Karannagar. With¬ 
in another two days, Srinagar was back 
to ns easy-paced Kashmiri existence 
Within a week of the incident the 
schools and colleges reopened after a 
long recess-and there was absolutely 



27 jttlv. ill omul 10 .1 in I’copic hiirniiif; vchitlv ,il loh.in/’ii ilimtk 


The next day, the people retaliated 
Their main tacget was the army (where 
they could find it), but the flare-up 
mined partly communal when two 
temples were attacked, and three 
shops of Hindus were looted But the 
cummunahsm was muted, m fact, no 
private residence of a Hindu was 
attacked, and there was absolutely no 
physical violence against Hindus. 
Some communalists did turn towards 
the two temples, but they were pre¬ 
vented from doing too much damage 
by the local Muslims 

The simple truth seems to be that 
the pro-Pak lobbji, which survives and 
feeds off such incidents, fuelled public 
passions on Sunday morning, and was 
responsible for the excesses. The whis¬ 
per was sent around. Is this an army 
for our defence or is this an army of 
occupation? What the army had none 
was inexcusable, true, no matter what 
the provocation, a disciplined force 
like our army cannot simply afford to 
indulge in such public reprisals. And 
people would have reacted against 
such behaviour anywhere in the coun¬ 
try. But Kashmiris special situation 


no reaction from the students to the 
incidents of July 26 and 27 It was as if 
It might never have happened. 

As if But of course it did happen, 
and memories are growing longer dav 
by day Nothing is as simple as it might 
seem. The first question that the peo 
pie opposed to the Sheikh asked was' 
why was the violence on Sunday 
allowed to continue through the day’ 
What was the police doing’-' And if the 
Sheikh could stop it in the evening by 
the strength of his leadership, why 
couldn’t he stop it in the morning’-’ 
Weren’t the National Conference 
volunteers organised enough to chal¬ 
lenge the troublemakers in the morn¬ 
ing? The Sheikh’s protagoiiist.s main¬ 
tain that such was the depth of public 
anger that the police were heiple.ss, 
and It was only the towering personal¬ 
ity and the special relationship which 
the Sheikh has with the people of 
Kashmir that managed to defuse the 
tension so quickly. That evening, 
standing on the top of a bus which was 
the makeshift platform, the Sheikh 
spoke of secualnsm and peace. A little 
before the meeting started, some pro- 


Pak elements (shouting ‘Indian army 
go back!’ and ‘Indian army hai, hail’) 
had tried to disrupt the meeting, but 
once the Sheikh came, their cries 
turned into %queals, and soon they 
disappeared 

The theory that the Sheikh was not 
too unhappy about the violence on 
Sunday rests on the old axiom which 
detectives use to solve a crime, who 
benefits most’ Do the events of Sun¬ 
day establish once again that only 
Sheikh Abdullah can control Kashmir 
and therefore it would be unwise for 
Delhi to destabilise him? And is the 
Sheikh interested in making this abso¬ 
lutely clear to Delhi? And, therefore, 
would he quietly encorage the vio¬ 
lence in the morning so that he could 
make his point in the evening? 

Truth in politics is like a kaleido¬ 
scope, shift your gaze just ever so 
slightly and the whole pattern 
changes. 

However, there has been one clear¬ 
ly discernible and very disturbing 
trend- a determined effort by an ob¬ 
viously well-organised group (logical¬ 
ly, this could be the Jamaat e-Islami 
and Its offshoots, who make no bones 
about their love for Pakistan) to pro¬ 
voke public confrontations with the 
army Traditionally, the army and the 
people have enjoyed a cordial re¬ 
lationship To begin with, the presence 
of the army has had its beneficial 
impact on the rural economy, there 
has been a ready market for the local 
produce Obviously, there have been 
instances in the past which have led to 
friction but tact, caution and the basic 
goodwill have combined to minimise 
the damage But of late, there have 
been stray instances oi army houses 
being stoned, and jawans and officers 
being harassed in public places (for 
example at Broadway theatre skir¬ 
mishes liaye broken out between army 
peisonnci and civilians over buying 
tickets), About thiee weeks before the 
July 2(> flareup, a similar traffic acci¬ 
dent took place in Batmalloo. an army 
truck grazed a taxi, and a physical 
fight resulted between the army and 
civilians The police did not register a 
case, and the matter was forgotten. 


L ast year when Bhutto was hanged, 
workers of-the Jumaat-e-Islami dis¬ 
tributed sweets to celebrate the brutal 
behaviour of the pseudo-religious gov¬ 
ernment of General Zia The rest of 
Kashmir, in a sudden blaze of fury, 
went on a rampage against the Jamaat. 
In l.‘;2 villages, houses of Jamaat work¬ 
ers were burnt It was unprecedented 
in peaceful, easygoing Kashmir. That 
was perhaps the lowest point in 
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Jdm.iat lortiiii lUs* -ic pii t 

of deduatii' ’)''r k< i'd i'» ii»\( ts tin v 
vtaried ilIhiiI ii” (■'utli trieii h* m t ^ 
and thfir fon 1 ' i 1K.011 mic 
tion” was h(l' A 1 dt' d i'us< 1 
foreiHO nioritv ,.i \ siiitli ^l 1 
bia Then <'flt r' im rn ‘it \ l)t 'n 
a serious social inn-ut (tom iht 
time ol Bakshi (fluilairi Mohainm.id 
has been to irtati an ainiosphert ot 
Islamic tundament.il'sin ot the kind 
now seen in Pakistani eui 'o vvoo thi 
Muslims awa\ from 1*1 !>'Iiaii lolti 

And thtv 'as whai ih v u int (imtc 
openis Gilani then 'o't MIA sa\s 
publuK that tie sl(ik'> hciiivid 
Kaslimii III oidci to It o 1 1 lihiiiisi 
kursi In tails |iiiii tins ti’<ini-.td 
st'erat conteiincc I'llit < ills ili 
means a ionl< i' u 11 v 111 thi 1 
and chaiactt 1 >' ' <1 opln 1 in' 
so that tilt pt '|i I 'll IS l( 1 1' 

Nolhin" uion mIii iI\ • l i 
that lit I ami 1 no'itu ei n 1 
sshuh II solutions ()iicst'oii t t 
actcssioii ol ki liinii to I idi ' 
pa>'etl [heloun 1 ,ll^^llla\ 1 \ \ 

intertstinn iiniifd Vdoiihn;. 1 1 m 

souici itpii tn iiist 1 tiom !r in 
(Mthdi Vt’t d) on bt hall ot Ham s idi 
and Qasim on behalt ot the iclinious 
leadi r Shan 11 Madam Vba Dhabi 
lAhiiud Miibarik Abdiillihi .ind 
Sudan (Faint Mabilullihi sstio pn 
sent Ihi naist important ttiii st ssai 
the Imam ot Kaaba Shat 11 who dso 
toured parts ol the sallts bdoit his 
return to S nidi Vi ihi 1 


Th< Jamaat tuns 182 schools in 
villa IS dotted icross the state (dunnR 
th .miptnev when the Jamaat was 
1 1 ill tint happened was that 

lanii pi ite ippeared) Its mam 
n tvtrs much like the RSS) 
tiom pi rtv traders and sections 
' 1 In miildli (lass The greatest dis 
advantagi tint the jamaat faces — the 
irucial disads antage. it vou like — is 
that thi kind ot lundamentahsm it 
traclus 1 simpls not in accord with 
iht t( mpi I iini nr ot Kashmir which 
has si'ong ii iditions ot shrine going 
and I In woiship 

I’m' rill rial drnget trom the 
I O' 111 Ins not in the numbers thes 
iiphi ')! iblt to muster m an election 
lit I I tin fact th It bi mg a dedicated 
still- 1 ' I jiip thi s I in be a powerful 

ii'itid ill toi 1 Zi i led P ikistan (As 

III I 1 ol tilt Kashniii scene 

I m (1 II Indi 1 has spent .1 lot of 
mom s 111 Kashmir don’t toiget that 
P.ikist.iii too has spent a great deal of 
mont s' The reference is to illicit 
m.ini s coming in loi subversion) 

It is (Icments like the Jamaat 
\ Inch would bent lit trom a deieiioia 
ii n of 11 lations between the armsr and 
rffVpc ople they too know, like anyone 
el A that no army can win a war 
without the support of the local 
people 

Another important deyelopmcnt in 
Kashmir has been the growing friction 
between tftfc Sheikh and the ( ongres 
III I he ( Otl^i I s>-( I) argues that ill it 


IS doing IS fulfilling the role of an 
opposition Party, organising its cadre 
and enthusing its people, in legitimate 
demociatic ways, in preparation toi 
the 1982 Assemblv elections The 
Sheikh tends to see the Congress!I) 
effort as part ot a sinister process to 
remove him prematuiely on one pre 
text or the othet The mam pioblem 
heie IS not really the Sheikh himselt 
It would be foolish in the extreme to 
do a 19'it nuW The piolilem is one of 
succession Who can ii place the 
ageing Sheikh’ Obviou'.ls the Sheikh 
would like to see powei iem,^m with 
the National Conteieiict ihat is his 
main message m speech attti speech 
these dass And he would like to see 
his SOI'Di Faioo(| Abdud ih i ttiincsr 
( M Hut I hi C ongies tl 1 h .'ills 01 a 
n 01 il 10 (I mt thi M bill ui i< .ion 
so I IV 

K ishmii 'o('IS I a nii\ ol toucs 
pulling m It u 'I diieclioii Com 
munalist-. powt • iuini'ts oiatois 
money hungis biisim ssmen mischii t 
mongfisand ol couisc genumi na 
tionalist' too Asciiisol iniidtntsand 
.uritudes has thiown wh >t should hast 
been a calm and ' ibh 1 itt into a 
tizzy It would be unpiidonable csi 11 
given the libeitics ot loiiinali iic 
hvpeibole to say thil Ki.bmn Ins 
beiome a yolcano But theic is 1 crisis 
m Kashmir And .1 cnse m Kidimii 
can have fai more sc nous riptrni> 
sions than sav a iii 1 , m Andhi 1 
Pr.idi sh 
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here is one basic truth 
about Kashmii which 
those who ate always 
looking for spies in the 
valley tend to forget 
Kashmir got three major opportunities 
to betray India- in l‘i47 1%S and 
1971 —and on each occasion, much to 
the shuck of the Liaqat Khans, the 
Ayub Khans, the Bhuttos and the 
Yahya Khans, Kaslimii both at the 
negotiating table and on the battle 
held, decided to stay with India When 
the raiders tame in 1946 then slogan 
was Sikh ka sat, liinJu ka lihii, 
Miisalman ka dai (Kill the Sikh burn 
the Hindu s house and take sheltei 
with the Muslim) 1 vcntually the laid 
er went away because the Musalwan 
ka dat was not available Neithei was 
It available m 196'> or 1971 And in 
196'; theic was a seiune effort to 
cause an in'.uiiettion in Kashmii 

On all thitt occ.isioiis Sheikh 
Mohammad Abdullah was the only 
leadci who touhl have >waved the 
Kashmiris towards Pakistan fh did 
not, not tvtn in 1969 when lit was still 
in jail Whattvti may be the oiliti 
faults of tht National Conttienci or 
Its predecessor the Pltbi-.ci t I lonl 
when It tame down lo the brass tacks 
It was India with which it was going to 
stay riiit ititallv ihtv w iiiltd indt 
pendente from both India and Pakis 
tan but when they had to choose 
between tht two they hosi India It 
was not a dttisioii imposed bv the 
Indian aimv, tht Shi ikh did taiiy the 
people with him Olhctwise why did 
not the iieople help the Pak rank is m 
1969, evtn where tin it lould have 
been no rtpiisals tiom the Indian 
army’ 

It would be iiditiilous to assumt in 
consequence that tht it is no pio Pak 
sentiment in Kashmii Ol couist thcic 
IS some, and it is fanned by cominuiial 
and anti national organisations like 
the Jamaat e Islanii But the l.imaat 
while It IS well organised in ihi valley 
and has liberal funds does not com 
mand mass support I he maximum 
number of seats it has wim in tne 
Assembly is five, iis piestnt strength 
IS restricted to one MLA If the truth is 
that, because of history and geogra 
phy, the Kashmii i is sthi/opnrenic, 
then at least the balanct is tilted 
firmly on the sidt of our country 

There is a good stoiy whitn illus 
trates this In 1979 the famous accord 
between the Sheikh and Delhi took 
plate, and it was announced that the 
Sheikh would take over as C fuel Minis 
tei (two Congiess MLAs resigned then 
seats so that the Sheikh and Mu7a 
Alzal Beg could stand toi elections to 
the Assembly) Bhutto, then the lulei 
ol Pakistan, gave a tall for a stiike in 
Kashmir to piotest against this accoid 
Srinagar duly listened, and the city 
was foiced bv pro Pak eli merits to 
close down Bat the vciy 11 (• , the 

Sheikh llei I 1 f ;n De ' > i t\c 


had a leader been given the kind of 
welcome which the Sheikh received 
when he tanu to take the reins of 
power which had been snatched away 
itom him in 1991 Ihere w.is nothing 
pro Pakistani ibout this welcome 
Since 1979 the Sheikh has taken at 
I* 1 st ihirt tnaioi decisions which can 
be ajitlv dcsciibed as effoits to bring 
K ishinii luaiii the national mam 
siieaiii (as the tlicl'e goi s) He made 
Hindi tompulsoiy in (lit schools He 
b Hilled cow si lughti I - a tact which is 
gkttully |il.iy>cl up by ban piotagon 
ISIS when the y want to agitate in West 
Bengal and Kerala llu thud thing he 
did was pc I haps the most difficult In a 
coiitinuiiig tlloit at appeasement the 
ctntK was pioyidiiig food to Kash 
mills II highly subsidised piiccs 
When lice ill ocir the countiy was 
selling at thu c iiipccs oi nioie a kg 
Kashmii IS could buy it foi a ridiculous 
sixty parse a kg The She ikh simply 
slopped the subs'dy and told the 
Kashmii I < that this subsidy was a form 
of bt gging which was humiliating why 
shoulcln t Kashnin loo like the rest of 
the country, pay higher puces-' What 
right did Kashmii have to get special 
sulisidv attei all Kashmii was a part 
of India like any other Prut s doubled 


in a day—but there was not one voice 
of prcitest raised against the Sheikh. 

If therefore the Sheikh gets irri¬ 
tated when he is ie|>ejtedly asked—by 
politicians, or bv the Pi ess—to confirm 
ins bona fides, his anger is legitimate. 
What IS quite absurcl is that most of 
the politicians ranged against hint 
‘have highly dubious connections. 
When some of tht in address Delhi they 
tall the Sheikh a Pakistani, when they 
go to their labid Kashmiii audienct>s, 
they imply that the Sheikh is an Indian 
stooge 

While the Congiess(l) does not pub¬ 
licly accuse the Sheikh of being anti¬ 
national It does maintain a pi im more 
nationalist than thou attitude towaidy 
the National t onference At least one 
of then allegations against the Sheikb 
makes political sense Jhey claim that| 
the Sheikh, secretly is not averse ta 
seeing organisations like the Jamaac 
make their piovocative noises He uscsi 
this as leverage with Delhi that is, 
tells Delhi in so many words that only} 
he can be an ellective dam against the 
pro Pak sentiment Over the last year,, 
until the furore of luly 26, they askj 
how many times has the Sheikh attack 
ed the Jamaat publicly’ Not once . 
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The Sheikh and corruption 


HI N Sht ikh Abdullah 
btftami Chit! Minister 
in HI?"; (fkaniinatKins 
in his stiiie weic being 

- held as they aie held 

in most pails of the country the 
name of the game was mass cheat 
ing I he Sheikh heatd about such a 
benesoleni examination taking 
place in |ammu University He left 
his office in Srinagar, personally 
went down to an examination cen 
tie in Jammu, caught the dadas 
who were terrifying the invigila¬ 
tors. and handed them over to the 
police The cheating stopped l^e 
impact on the test of the state was- 
electric 

I he people were amazed and 
relieved Kashmiris lecall the early 
days of Sheikh’s return to power 
with a little bit of nostalgia the 
man who had become a legend to 
yet another generation during 
those 20 long years in jail, seemed 
to be living up to his reputation 
The bureaucrats were scared, cor¬ 
ruption, which had become ende 
mic under the Congress govern 
ments, came down That was a 
tremendous achievement in a state 
in which almost everything is con 
trolled by the government This 
mood of chastity lasted till about 
1977 Then the slide began Today, 
things are back to normal Once 
again, the elite is getting bloated on 
the fattening diet of bribes And 
once again the cue comes from the 
veiy top 

Such 1 $ the Shiekh’s stature that 
common people are still not ready 
to believe that he himself is cor¬ 
rupt, but a thorough search in Jam¬ 
mu and Kashmir would reveal very 
few people indeed who would stand 
up and defend some of the mem¬ 
bers of the Sheikh's family The 
most disliked seems to be G M. 
Shah (generally known as Gul 
Shah), who is said to combine a 
passion for money with a highly 
abusive nature Shah lives in a 
house adjoining the Sheik’s (the 
sons,tn fact, live separately^ and 
uses a room in the row of offices 
adjoining the Sheikh’s house as his 
private office It was his relation¬ 
ship with the Sheikh that got him 
the coveted Transport Ministry in 
the Sheikh’s goveinment, not poli¬ 
tical worth Shah is married to 
Khalida, the Sheikh’s oldest daimh- 
ter His car is a Mercedes One 
business interest of his is hoteleer- 
ing (he even has shares in a Bombay 
hotel) His manner is rude And a 
number of his friends are un¬ 
savoury 

The other relative of Sheikh 
Abdullah who is doing his bit to 
damage the Sher e-kdsnmir’s repu¬ 
tation IS his son Tanq Abdullah. 



Tariq Abdullah’s professional sta 
tus tends to wander with the rise 
and fall of the National Conference 
government When the Sheikh 
came to power in 197'), he was 
appointed (for no better reason 
than he was the Sheikh’s son) man 
aging director of the powerful Jum 
mu and Kashmir Tourism Develop 
ment Corporation The first time 
that the Sheikh lost power was in 
1977, when an ambitious Janata 
government imposed President’s 
Rule preparatory to midterm elec 
tions in the state As soon as the 
President’s man in J & K took 
charge, Tanq Abdullah’s job went 
So badly had Tanq’s reputation 
already deteriorated that many of 
the employees celebrated his de 
parture 

But the National Conference 
swept the polls, and Tanq Abdullah 
got back his job as boss of tourism 
And he took petty revenge The 
first thing he did was ask his spies 
to find out who were the employees 
who did not like him more than 500 
such workers have been arbitrarily 
suspended—and still have not got 
their jobs back. All this to satisfy 
the ego of the son of Rheikh Abdul 
lah And the Sheikh did nothing to 
pull up his son, and reinstate the 
workers Nor is Mr Tanq Abdul¬ 
lah’s reputation for behaviour any 
better than hts brother-in-law G M 
Shah's. 

The Congress(l) has been plug¬ 
ging this aspect of the Sheikh’s 
regime in Its public meetings And 
even the Sheikh’s admirers, who 
genuinely believe that it will be a 
national loss if the Sheikh were to 
be removed from the chief minis 
tership, find it hard to argue 


against the charge of rampant cor 
luption Muza Afzal Beg, who 
biuke with the Sheikh last year to 
toini Ills own Party, and tried to 
topple the government through de 
tections, has now presented Prime 
Minister Indira Gandhi with a list 
ot comiption charges against the 
Sheikh The Congiess(I) too has 
demanded that a commission ,of 
enquiry be set up to investiga’te 
these charges Among the charges 
listed by the Congress) I) aie 

• That the Sheikh fraudulently ac 
quired the three stoned Danji Bhai 
building in the commercial area of 
Srinagar 

•The lease of Nedous Hotel, owned 
by the Sheikh’s in laws, has been 
illegally extended, despite the fact 
that the owners owe more than Rs 8 
lakhs to the government by way of 
rent 

•A government building called 
Han Nivas (valued at Rs one crore. 
including the adjoining property) 
has been leased out to a son in law’s 
family without calling for any ten 
ders 

•A numbei of contractors have 
been given extension on their 
leases to cut forests 

• The CM has not paid taxes on his 
personal property 

• Tanq Abdullah was appointed 
managing di'ector of the Tourism 
Development Corporation without 
the post being advertised 

There are other charges too But 
what IS interesting to note is that 
the list being distributed by Con- 
gress(I) leaders to whoever wants a 
copy does not once include the 
name of Mr G M Shah' Another 
well known fact about the political 
life of Srinagar is that the members 
of the Sheikh’s family do not always 
see eye to eye, to put it mildly So if 
all the other prominent members of 
the Sheikh’s family are being ac 
cused, and the most obvious one is 
not Readers might like to recall 
the famous story of Sherlock 
Holmes where the detective solved 
the mystery by pointing out the 
curious case of the dog that didn’t 
bark 

Sheikh Abdullah has two sons 
apart from Tanq Dr Mustaffa 
Aodullah is a doctor who has been 
living a non-political life as an offic¬ 
er in the government health ser¬ 
vice His other son. Dr Farooq 
Abdullah, is an elected mbmber of 
the Lok Sabha who came to the 
house m the last polls. Of all the 
family members, Farooq has the 
best reputation; the most his de¬ 
tractors can think of saying about 
him 15 that he is no heavyweight in 
state politics But once again. Dr 
Farooq Abdullah is what he is only 
because he is the Sheikh’s son. 








"Jamaat gets foreign money" 


The lawns ontside Sheikh Abdullah’s 
spacious biihSalow in Siwagar 'are 
wautifullv manicured, the bursting 
flowers exqulsitelr gardened It was 
heie that Sheikh Abdullah began his 
conveisatinn with MJAkbar and 
Udavaii Shartha an Sunday, August ?, 
but a thin rdlfi soon drove everyone 
Inside to thb calm lomfort of soft 
sofas The Sheikh would nor talk about 
the incidents involving the aimy, as 
the mattet was going to an enquiiv 
commission, hut he discussed other 
issues which are troubling this “Hapin 
Valley” 

Theie is a general ini 
piession perhaps mis 
taken char Kashmir is on 
the edge of a blow up, and 
JtTti nationals ate behind 

this 

A This ‘blow up’ sviiclrotne afletts 
the whole repon 'Vftt;r the Alghanis 
tan events, the whole region is in ,1 
flux You can see what is happening in 
Iran foi voufselt Iheie are powtis 
working in this icgion, we must he 
careful 

Q The invitation raids ot t’ e hh 
mic youth convention, called bv the 
south otgantsation of the fani.iat e 
Islami, weie punted in Saudi Atabia, 
accoiding to allegations 

A Ves, that is tiiie Ihtv tlum 
selves have atiepred that 

y It is also being said that Ion ign 
mones is coming in 

A It is quite olnious lhat foreq ii 
moiicv IS cuninig in 

C* Vt/)ri( IS loiii opinion about tiu 
laniaai-' 

A riiev pur on a show ihat ihi \ .ii< 
a leligiuiis iilsritiiMon hut these pi o 
pie aio veiv aLtiii inpohtns Ihevaii 
( xactlv like tin RSS iht same 
methods, the saint nunt.dirs 

lloH iinpoiuiiu III lilt \ 111 hash 
inn politics’’ 

A In the piestiil londitions thes 
have ahsolutelv no poliiital basi ilu v 
have no suppoit liom the pi ople 1 he 
only things thes set m lo hi doing is 
abusing me and taking inotu \ lioni 
outside I am not paitiiidailv wound 
.ibout them 

y But one Jeadto ot the lainaat ,iii 
MLA. Gilani, has piiblnivsaid that the 
Muslim south should now take up 
arms' 

A (laughs) lake that with a pinth 
ol salt Ihese people aie pieiiselv liki 
that they don’t know what should lie 
done, and they don’t undeistand what 
they say 

Q Sheikh Sahah, soiii speech on 
Maitvis’ Day (luh 1 i) became itii 
coHtioveisial because ol cei tain ivlei 
ences to India, Pakistan, Mis Gandhi 
and Genetal Zia What esaetjv weie 
you tiying to s.iv^ 

A The basic tnisundei standing 'b\ 
others) lies in the l.ut that (the> did 
not realise that) my speech revolved 
around the sale of Kashmir by the 
British to Raja Gulab Singh The youth 
^ jC8¥hihir,w^4i,li (rpnt of me, It was 


only natural that I should talk to them 
about being better human beings, that 
I should warn them that it was because 
of our own weaknesses that in 1846 the 
British toulil sell our land—so that 
nobody could sell out land in the 
future 1 told them that it took a 
hundred years to wash that stain of 
shame from our heads My generation 
did their duty bv washing that shame 
away, by their stiuggle, now it was up 
to the youth to show that no one could 
sell Kashmii in the future That speech 
Bad nothing to do with centre state 
relations li is now being deliberately 
mislead 

Q Do K«j think that the speech is 
being delihetatelv plas vd up as pai t of 
a conspiracy'' 

A No not a conspiracy, lust human 
iiatiite And this is not being done bv 
the centif Iheie are some puliiicMiis 
in Kasliniii who feel that 1 am an 
obstacle in their wav In powei Ihore 
aie two kinds of (,mti Sheikh) fotces 
One IS the lamaat, whith does not 
lielieve in secularism and wants to 
leinove me with the help of foieign 
money but they have no support 
among the Kashmiri people The 
olhi IS ate- those who would like ccii 
tic Male relations to deti'riorate so 
that they can loine to powei Ihev 
want to lecicatt a lOH situation Such 
woims cannot list in ilean watei they 
111 ed diitv watei losiiivivein Rnl I do 
not think ihal the centie wants to pluy 
then ganii 

(^1 (Mil ,nid oxer again son keep 
gelling asked to fiioxc youi ciedtn 
ti.ils 1 IS .1 I IS India Doc sn't lhat make 
X oil aiigi V ■’ 

A Not angiv I pist feel pity (tor 
those asking this question) Cioing on 
leptainig iliat Kashiiiii is an inligial 
pai t ot India I ook, we have give n nui 
lives to i siablish this relationship lu 
twicn Kastimii and India Whcni flin 
do and Muslim weie slaughteiingeacli 
otliei. It was thin that we slaved with 
India Whv'’ Because of Gandhi p's 
ideals, that Hindu, Muslim, Sikh, 
Cliiistian could all live in India with 
the II heads equally high When this 
coiiniiv III gins to shv away fiom that 
ideal, we will not lun awav, wc will 
light in the name nt Gaiidhip, to 
I islote that ideal Oni loundalions are 
a SI' nlai Hindusian. we have an nitel 
III Inal and iniotioiial ii kidonship 
wiiii It I ook at the awful loiidition ol 
Pakistan and von will lealise how i ight 
Gandhip was, and how wiong was the 
two nation theoiv Oni deiision to join 
India IS being vindicated by what is 
happening in Pakistan 

(,) Dining the last Parliamentary 
elections, soiii son, Dt tarooq Abdul¬ 
lah, went thiougb HP and Bihar active 
Is campaigning tor Mrs Gandhi Do 
1(111 n'giet that now^ 

A Not at all We chose to take that 
decision then tn view of the situation 
in the country. What Jayaprakash had 
created in 19/7 had been destroyed by 
the iofighting within the Janata Party. 


I here was so much chaos that even 
great >upporters of the Janata weie 
saying that even dictatorship wuuld be 
bettei than this chaos 1 did not think 
about what would happen after the 
elections, I just did what 1 thought 
wuuld he in the nation’s interest then 

Q Just tecentiv you had a meeting 
with Ml s Gandhi in Delhi What was 
discussed^ 

A Nothing so very special Uu re 
mcmbei lhat 1 have personal relation 
ships with this family i was in jail 
dining lawahailal’s time, but he was 
still one of the gieatest fi lends I 
maintained that relationship, and to 
day Indira Gandhi is also maintaining 
that lelationshiji So when we meet, 
we talk about a lot of things, not only 
politics 

Q Yon keep saxitig in public that 
foieign poweis aie inieiested in cieat 
mg tiouhic lieie Aie sou leteiiing to 
the woslein poxxois paiticulailv the 
USA and its suiiogate Saudi Arabia^ 

A I do nut know how diiecl is their 
interest, but these poweis think that 
communism can be fought luily by 
religion, so they aie eiuouiaging such 
forces In this legion they feel that 
they can shoot at connnuiiism by keep 
mg the gun on Islamic shoulders The 
best (sample is Pakistan 

Q Do you beliese that such fences 
ate suppoiting the faiiuiat" 

A Yes, tliev (the lamaat) do le 
leive money fiotii toieign countties 
After dll, whv do these people want to 
hold an Islamic youth conference 
lieie-* I hey have already accepted that 
they have leieived Rs 86,()0() from 
Saudi Aialiia Why did they pass poll 
tical lesolutions .it llieir “religious” 
confeienie lecciitly’ Then, why hold 
the coiilcieticc in Kashmil'' All that 
these people want is lo pollute the 
.itmospheii And they have the in 
diiect support ot jiioPak elements 
like A G Lone But don’t woiiy too 
much about them They aie all season 
al, they cannot last for very long in 
(lobtics 

(J Would you suggest that the 
lamaat he banned^ 

A Thei e is no profit in doing that 
lliis is a democratic country If some 
one IS saving something wrong then we 
should have the courage and ability to 
argue with them There is the stink of 
political violence in banning anything, 
these people then go underground and 
become martyrs We must fight them 
politic ally 

Q Union Home Minister Zail .Singh 
has called you communal 

A I know Zail Singh for a long 
while What could I say to him? All I 
can say is that in a political speech, 
people tend to say a lot of things which 
should not be taken too seriously. He 
only forgot that he was not merely a 
leader iff the Congress(I) but also the 
Home Minister. It doesn’t really mat¬ 
ter. Sab chalta hat. 






(NVESTiiporiom 


The Uvina 
Witches 
of Hamataka 

Hate and fear are spreading among the people of 
Gulbarga end Bldar, two districts of the state—hatred 
of a breed of wicked sorcerers and fear of their strange 
powers. The sorcerers can, In fact. Inflict supernatural' 
harm on their victims: from wounding people to 
driving them craiy. That is the astonishing truth which 
NIRMAL MITRA confirmed during an extensive, on-tho* 
spot investigation. 


The Yiciiim 


A r~ NOl N(j woman Roes 

iKistiK,' shnekinf< and 
ho.iitiiK hm head on a 
sti'ne Anothei sits in a 

- 1 husli of thoiiis, showing 

no sign '( p itn Aiioiliei's i loihes 
(.aith till (II disappe.ii, leaving hei 
naktd \ man gtis lii.iiid niaiks and 
fioils on Ins skin Ihtv an all siitiins/ 
of />/i inamari a lil.iik niagn. whivh is 
being 1)1 iiiistd lo(l.i\ m tile disliitts' 
ol (aiifuiiga ind ISidai in noilh Kama 
taka I lit sill n 1 11 s isi t pit ini« s) loi 
tuii thill Mitiins vMihiiiit toiiihiiig 
lliein ot iitoals ami iiiaiir/.is I Ins is 
happtiiiiig ti,,h‘ now iii llu “stun 
ititu inciUitlli lentniv 

Has mill.a (l')i i w iman in Kalg. 
Villigi‘!'s lakiiliii no nil with bums 
Uiul boil on III • lUi'iils sill li Is been 
uriilti I 'pell bn a ling wliili Ahinil 
^ two iiioiifhs b.uk silt siiilili Illy mil 
iiwtiv I iitii min I iiighi Im, but ills 
pluving nnniiiuial In dily stn m>th, she 
shook them oft I alei sfu sloii luiseli 
In )• loom Out ol In 1 obsessions i. In 
sipiee/e fii isel! into sin ill In li . p the 
root iind wiills and penii litisilt on a 
wooden lo^ liungitig fHun the loof 
ineuni to hang clothes on She uUo 
met to liiMig fmm the udue of the 
(loot lit I <itiiie worsens on the niglits 
of (lie lull hihI new moon when she 
hiiblttnll> stuives foi font days at i 
stiettli Vitlngers hii\ that she tun tun 
“iis fust us it horse” if she wants to She 
hides III bushes full of thorns, without 
nnv sign of disiomtort Bosammu's 
hiisli mil is convinced aboi^t the cause 
of her strBnge behuviour--l>hiinHtrfu 
ri~.«nd thift leporter a wi liteii 

* complaint to this effect that he sent to 
the kdigi police station, with a certifi 



Amgn/i/in lui/i bioni/ im/iks on lih 
‘•iiiiiuiih 

Tute'^ill' posting (tinted 22 1 80) 
hemppii CiO) of Pastupuia, another 
villuae with a history of soicery, sadly 
rnulls how his wife Nagappa behaved 
before she died at .12, ten years ago. 
'me winild sttip and beat heiself while 
tolling nil the ground. Eerappa’s son 
too was a victim It itaited with a 
headache when he was playing one 
duv, the little buy died after a brief 
stingglo Eeiamma, Eerappa*s old 
mother, sci earns in a funny manner 
I C'tappn tno has resigned himself to 
fate “Khuda lane, hamuie hhi janeka 
S.IHMV ho Kiiya ha/,((jod knows, my 


tinu has also ciiiru ) hi iniitti'is, 
showing .1 pan ul inuuiaitd .inns 
wliiih ii.ut lust ill llu siiingth ihtv 
once had 

Kudramma ( 10 ) ot Kalgi would lie 
on the giounil sen am and w.im pen 
|)le not to apptiiaih hei Slu is heltei 
now. almost rioimal Rot the spill is on 
hei hustiaiiil. Malsettv He ilasps Ins 
hands so tight that this cannot he 
sepaiaicd Itc beats his In ad on stoni, 
and falls unconsiions on lull and new 
m,11)11 nights Wi do not know wliv 
mis hapi>iiis.” said Kiidi amnia 
“Pethaps It IS bh,in,iiti,in It is a 
stiangc illiiis. 

M iMik.ii iuri (JO) of N.iw.iilgih som- 
iianiiuilaces When he tiniclus fuoil he 
sees anks .ill over it the usult is he 
eats veiv little, Ol nothing lit cannot 
oven dunk tin w.itei looks and 
smells to him like uinn Boils aptl 
hutijis atipeai all ovi i his hody duiiAg 
the days of the tnll unil new moon, but 
get better m toni davs During the 
moon's phii>c>s lie ac<|iiiies uncanny 
powers tie esiapes fiom ti room that 
has been fucked secuielv trom the 
outaide Qtice uutsidc, he laints nnd 
remains uncoitsclous lot a imiple nt 
hours heflore reluining home 

When 10 yeiir-nld Sulbnnnu’s smul 
lest child died in 1971, hei ftimlly 
suspected two men of then villnue 
(Maigan), Bhudiuppa NiimmI and Hnn 
VH Ran Namad, of killing file child by 
witchcraft. A cmairel ensued between 
Balbanrui'if husoand and the two riiey 
cursed hfs family nnd shoillv uliei 
wards,' two mure nt Snilianna's little 
children died. Puiummn (IHl nt the 
same village has been mnttivd foi 
three yeartf. |itinr(ty after, 




she showed signs of madness Later> 
she got boils on her stomach, and 
would 11)11 on the ground Often, she 
lies still on the giound and clasps her 
hands 111 the familiar vice like grip 
Her whole body pains as though a 
bundled needles weie pierced into 
hci “1 do not know why this is happen 
mg,” said Patamma’s worried bus 
band Wc took her to hakims, but her 
condition did not change ” 

When Anjana Devi (22) of Malgan 
went to fetch water, her clothes would 
tall o(f her “automatically ” She would 
then sit at a spot for hours, sttirk 
naked hunched, with hei arms around 
her knees Between violent sobs and 
shouting, she would utter the names of 
Bhadrappa Namad and Shiva Rau 
Named, ner cousins, who are alleged 
sorceieis If anyone got close to her 
sly; would seteam, Rajubai (16) who 
had her thud attack of boils and bums 
only moments befoie we spoke to and 
photographed her, has her hands co 
veied with maiks She has been 
scratching them incessantly, causing 
septic soies 

(jodavaii (40) o! Bidai town has a 

First lessops 

anthod pt initiating i itkein/ar 
k bium. ItM bh«m«naH if 


ia a gravajmttl at 
Tha pati^barnaiiat muntr* Jmwit 
oiisaads. naadies, «nff mfom or~ 
clpth dalla. Samatmaa Mitmad 
akuUs and Ixmaa too'afa usaH. Tha 
time! the dpadafnig/it whan tnara 
ip dititar a fuU or naw mpon, Tha 
pupils must ant 0ait own faecas 
n^ta claiming tha right ro laara 
tba rituais and mantras This is 
toUmaad by a vow of siUmcm Tba 
pupik ara first ordered to matnuh 
rue a serm bt mantras ana than 
taught tha rituai doiPpIay, 

lOviai old ilaughtci Pitmalabai who 
was cia/v but is getting better “It 
stalled with a pain licit* ’ (.odavaii 
said, pointing to the back ol the head 
“Wc; took her to a lukiin and he gave a 
tjbetz to hag aiound the neck,” she 
went on Picmalabai would kill ants, 
tear clothes and wt tp ftom morning to 
night every three days befoie and 
after the new moon ‘ I ater, we look 
her to Shiwogi Swann, who lives near 
the Bhaiamia t,iltik m Bhalki The 
swam/ gave us a hiheez and said the 
ehild would continue to suffer for 
three yeais from hlhiiuimdti But she 
imptoved m one month,” Godavari 
said 

There are numeious other cases 
One year after Rajamma (22) of Gorta 
vHlage was manied in 1972 she suf 
ferfd from headaches, stomach aches 
and could not bear the sight of food ot 
tea Her hands itched painfully In 
Pastapura, Gulhurga district, Shet- 
namma (45) lost hei power of speech 
for two years On full and new moon 
nights she would teat olf her ttollies 



Hasrat Ah (Ik), w/io got biand marks on 
hif armpit, chest and the side of his 
stomatb 

/lee when appi cached bv anyone and 
shout whatever came to her mind 
Shernamma’s eldest son, the family’s 
only breadwinner, Shernappa, had lo 
give up his job with the Tata Institute 
of Fundamental Research, Bombay, in 
1978 because his mother needed atteii 
non In the same village, Haarat Ah 
(18) awoke from sleep one morning to 
find ugly braird marks on his aimpit, 
chest and the side of his siomatli 
Ningappa (24) got biaiid maiks on tlic 
stomach and back Putlabai (22) went 
maci and kept seteaming nonsense 
Hanurnant Rao got siiangt maiks and 
boils on his foicarm while he was 
asleep 

Pven cattle art said to have been 
victims of sorceiy In the Sedam subdi 
Vision ot Gulbarga Subhash Koldi of 
Hanganalli village complained about 
the black maiks on his cows which he 
had ncvei seen befou Other s'l inge 





Putlabai (22), who screamed hysterical 
ty, her voice is being lecprded _ 

things happened, in Pastapura some 
bajra had been kept in a drum Til? 
food waa found burnt in the middle, 
while the top afid the bottom lanrs 
were intact Bedclothes have vanished 
and returned, a pah oi chappalshave 
been found burnt Some clothes in a 
trunk belonging to Mali Patil, a rest 
dent (if Piistapiiia have caught fire 
without iinv it.isnn 




























Bhiaidnitd Fakruddin 


iwc witclici 


N PASTAPURA, there 
Iive5 a man called Bhi 
manna He is very well 
off, but he has had a long 
battle against a retired 
schoolteacher from his village, Malset* 
tappa And Bhimanna is said to use 
sorcery against his opponents There 
are ten people in Bhimanna’s group 
Fakruddin, Nyamasab, Bhimanna, 
Amrut Rao, Nagappa, Sidappa, Feiap 
pa, Beerappa, Snmanta and Shernap 
pa Some including Fakruddin were 
and are members of the village pan 
cbayat Fakruddin is held in high 
esteem among the Muslim lesidents 
and IS even the local Pes/i Imam Of 
the ten, Fakruddin, Nyamasab and 
Bhimanna are alleged to piactise bha 
namati openly, while the others are 
charged with helping them Rcccnilv, 
SIX members of the group were 
attested on a thaige of piaciising 
bhanamati (The polite investigations 
weie still in progress at the time of 
writing) 7he group's local political 
leader m Chincholi, Vaidiaj, is also 
accused, among other things^ of pioni 
oting sorcery 

In a huge number of cases, soiceiv 
IS used to settle pcisoiial vendettas 
Mallikaijuri, 20, foi instance, was the 


The Click police inspcctoi, Chincholi, 
V J Kulkaiiii, said people weie com 
plaining about the women being perse 
cuted by “setting then clothes on 
fire” Young and good looking women 
are fretiueiit victims <il soictieis’ 
tricks, according to Sagamma, a const 
able at the Ratkal tbana Women have 
stripped themselves or lost then 
clothes, sat indoois and utleied the 
names of then “oppiessois" 

Oneothei motive behind pi ac using 
and teaching wiichctaft is the olmous 
one-to make a quick buck Aituallv, 
both sorceieis and those who claim to 
fight then evil influence benefit In 
fact, because of the giowing nunibei of 
bhanamati cases and the rush foi tnii a 
cle cures, ‘good’ sorcerers can he s.iid 
to be making much more moiu y than 
‘bad’ soiceieis Soiccieis are icpiitcd 
to have powers which can be used both 
malignantly and beneficially- to fight 
someone else’s cuise 

I luce bovs of Pastapuia, M.ihboob 
Saab Naikodi Aniiianiia \li and 
Ismail Abbas had been seen visiting 
the house of a carpenter, Anna Rao 
who makes wooden dolls Thev wanted 
him to make some ■sandalwood dolls 


and approached him at night Rat 
asked them to come la the daytime 
Curious villagers stopped the boys anc 
asked them why they wanted the dolls 
They eventually confessed to learning 
bhanamati fiom Fakruddin Tht 
arrangement, they said, was to pay 
him Rs '50 before the first lesson, and 
Rs 50 aftei the last 

For safety, a sorceier moves from 
place to place and doubles up as both a 
black and white magician, playing one 
role in his native village—where lie is 
hated—and another el&ewhere Both 
Hindus and Muslims, as is evident, 
practise witchcraft ' 

When this leporter visited Pasta 
pura, none of the alleged sorcerers, 
except Bhimanna, waated to appear 
before our camera, let alone give an 
interview Fakiuddm was not at home. 
His father, Ibrahim, and mother, were 
visibly shaken by the sight of a photo¬ 
grapher and a reporter They seemed 
to have seen too many of our kind— 
once the police had come and taken 
their son away, another time some 
journalists tiom Baiigiiluie lecurded 
their voices and look pictures And 
each time they had p-otested angrily, 
“byeiyone asks about Fakiuddin If he 
has done any wiong, Allah will punish 
him So why ask'' ’ Rahunmuddin, Fak- 
luddin’s cousin, acldecL “I tell you, if 
Fakiuddin was involved in such a 
lacket, we would not make him PesA 
Imam we would not elect him to the 
panihavat When we walked to 
Nyamasab’s house he tied at the sif^t 
of us Wnh a piece ol red cloth in riis 
hand, Nyamasab shot across his cour¬ 
tyard pimped ovet some shrubs and 
ran swiltly Ovti the fields, looking 
behind him at intervals to see if we 
weie following Bhimanna, on the 
othc 1 hand, sat uridistuibed inside hit 
hui on the edge of the village when we 
appioached him “Come and sit heio,” 
he said showing us a cot But when our 
jihotogiaphci got busy, he screamed in 
liiiv Asked what he knew about bha 
namati he looked surprised, smiled 
and said ‘ I have nevTei seen it being 
done, 1 do not know'how it is done and 
cannot do it 


only son ul Tipanna and hen to about 
20 acres of fcitile land in Navv.icigili 
Chandrappa Habbaidaui, 45, is saicl to 
have envied Ins piospeiitv and toi 
lined him with witthcialt When the 
young man could not beat it any moie, 
he fled to Kalgi wheie he has now 
settled But Mallikarjuii s piohlems 
aie not over As ill luck would have it, 
another sorcciei, Mailappa raiiinaui 
has bc'gun haiassing him in Kalgi 
" I hey seem to follow me wherevei I 
go.’ he moaned Mallikaijiiii had 
apjiaieiitly visited a doctor lor help 
and Mailappa told him “Co where vmi 
warn to You shall nevei get well Atid 
in thicc years I shall decide soui 
late ” 

Witchcraft in Gulbaiga and Biclar 
seems to be an exclusively male prac 
tice And the victims are often 
females “There are no temale witch 
es,” confirmed the siibdivisional 
magistrate of Sc dam, B A Coin mho 


A sorcerer speaks 


Malappa, barely 22, a carpenter 
by profession, was nervous and Jit¬ 
tery when this reporter met hint in 
his village, MangaM. He learot 
witchcraft, he says, taf an unumaj 
motive—to take revengd od" 
another carpenter who abaskfl his 
father. 

Q: 'Who did you iaam the krt 
from and when f 

A: t learnt it abotii a year back, 
from Sabanna Kbicahor. 

Q. Who is hd ? 

A: He used to work Baswant 
Rao Bonn's fields in„this village. 
He taught me the art mter leaving 
his job. He came to Mangaigt be¬ 


cause his sister. Nagaotma, is mar’ 
ried to Peerappa Koli* trod sthj^ 
here. Now he has settled id ChffW* 
ma Idlai (a village) near Chio^oll 
town. 

Q: Did you approach him to 
iearn about witchcraft ? 

A; No. He came and MW|b,t ma. 

Q: Why did you lemi ^ are ^ 

A: Because I wanted to ^do it'do 
Pitam Rao. 

Q: Why do you hatePittm Ran t 

A; He had abused me.' 

Q . Why 2 

A: Jnet Bke that. 

Q; ftfnre must be a rehtnn. 

A: He is idso a carpenter^ lijte 
me. He had abused my father. 
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The riiualf 



lliL f’iii\i\,nil ,il Miiiin lUi wluii M'ui / 
CIS Vi <H kill l)\ /IJ^/l4 


HE sorcerers’ rituals in 
elude mantras (prayeis of 
invocation), the drawing 
of a pattern on the man 

_I dap (place where the 

ritual IS conducted), and a form of 
doll play which culminates in the con 
remplation of injury on the chosen 
victim—pei sonified by the doll The 
' doll can be made of thiee types of 
wood, sandal, white ekki or basii oi 
lust plain cloth 1 he doll must movable 
hands and legs lor eyes, ears and the 
nose, there are depressions at the 
appropriate points 

Malappa (22) is one of the tour 
sorcerers in Mangalgi who were 
caught making dolls in a loum, beaten 
up by villagers and taken to the Kalgi 
police station Their paraphernalia— 
some books, dolls, needles and biiawas 
(oil seeds)—were seued Malappa, a 
carpenter, worked With ihiee others, 
Babu Sheikh Hussain, 26, who has now 
fled to Bombay, B 4 bu Harapat, 21, and 
I Sukappa, 18, who has now fled to 
* Shahabad The four had learnt witch 
craft from Sabanna Kukahor, 26, a 
sorcerer who now lives in Chemma 
fdlai village, near Chincholi town 
1 hough still a novice, Malappa knew 
enough to explain how exactly a 
wound IS inflicted on the victim 

The ritual p executed in the village 
graveyard in the dead of night, be¬ 
tween 11 pm and 1 am The teacher 
and his pupils handle on the ground, 
stark naked, the former on the man 
tiap and the latter in a semicircle 
before him The master draws a pat 
tern on the mandap, with kumkumand 
haldi, in the shape of a rectangle with 
eight circles—four outside the rec 
tangle, touching each corner, and 
^ another four inside, around t^te centre 
Diagonal lines run from pna corner to 
another Along egch hna and circle is 
left a trail of kmlnm and kmi- 


The master then places the doll in 
the centre of the rectangle, with its 
feet pointing towards him A little 
haldi and kumkum is put in the doll’s 
eyes nose ears and navel A small 
oilseed, a bilawa, is pierced with a 
long needle and pressed into the part 
where the injury is to be inflicted As 
this IS done, the master orders his 
pupils to recite two mantras which 
thev should know by heart (See box) 
I ater, the master himself reads aloud 
a senes ot mantras from his exercise 
book There are supposed to be 64 
kinds of doll play, to coi respond with 
64 kinds of torture 

In Mangalgi there are at least two 
persons whom the sorcerers have victi 
miscd Pitam Rau and Patel And both 
confirm they have felt the effects 
Pitam Rao was tortured because of his 
enmity to Malappa One day, he was 
seen standing still under the agsi, the 
village’s main gate, in a strange post 
ure his head inclined to a siude, one 
leg folded, in the manner of a stork 
He would stand funs often for hours at 
a stretch, and he did not speak, eat or 
drink all this while he wouLi leave the 
spot for some time, to return later 
Patel is blind in one eye—Malappa 
confesses they have done witchcraft 
against that eye 

Mr BA Couiinho, the young SDM 
of Sbdam has a giudging admiration 
foi the sorceiers’ skills He said, “In 
fact 1 had planned a magic show 
Ihete IS a man in Sedam who had 
piomised to show his skills in private 
He IS alraid o( publicity, you see ” Mr 
Cuiitinlio thinks bhanamatt can be less 
than gruesome too “These men will 
thiow lemons on the ground and ask 
you to pick them up When you try to, 
they vanish,' he said Mi Muhammad 
Ahmed speiial tehsildar, Chincholi, 
believes the sorcerers have enormous 


and strange powers “A sorcerer can 
make a man stand on a leaf, in mid 
an ’’ Ml Ahmed went on to relate how 
even government ufftitals wanted to 


be transferred away from the area 
because they feared b/ianamdti on 
tlieir wives, childien and th'am*e|ves 
Couldn't your illgpiS be due to 
other reasons ? Why must It be bhana- 
matP” was a question we asked over 
and again But all the Victims were 
cunhdent that it was magic which had 
hit them, not nomal human illness. 


hit them, not nomal numan umess. 
Pitam Rau, one ot the viotlms. addeg; 
"Alright, if clothes catch (ire it cag ba 
understood But whan msrKs iiBDiair 
on our arms and legs, why cannot 
doctors cure them?" 

Many victims have tried out glo- 


“beneficial” 
counter atiatjt 
drive the ttVil ffg 
bodies of tpe Vlffi 






























The last of the ancients... 

Remember the old matka water filter? And 
how inconvenient it used to be? And, often, unhygienic 
Bajaj helps make all that a thing of the past. 
Bajaj water filters are fitted with a high 

porosity candle for hygienic, germ-free 
drinking water Constantly on tap 

The candles themselves can easily be cleaned 
So as to maintain their high level of porosity Now water-borne 
diseases need not be a danger to you and 
your family ■ Bajaj water filters come m a range of sizes 
All made to the strictest specifications H 


As well as to Bajaj's own demanding standards. 
Backed by stringent quality control And a 35(X)- 
stiong dealer network that ensures 
prompt after-sales service. Wherever in India you are. 

It’s things like these that make Bajaj 
the leaders in appliances 

Bajaj Water Filters. 
Health on tap, for you and yours 
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picious villagers begin to attribute 
even normal illness to the “evil” sor¬ 
cerers There is the example of Ning- 
appa (24) of Pastapura Early in the 
morning of 11 July the young man was 
in the fields, cutting fodder for his' 
cows Suddenly feeling the urge to 
urinate, he went to a corner of the 
field and relieved himself. And found 
he was passing blood Blood' The news 
spread, the villagers panicked. 

Only the previous day, on 10 July, 
the SP and DSP, Gulbarga had come to 
the village to investigate bhanamati 
Six suspects—Fakruddin, Bhimanna, 
Nyamasdh, Amrut Rao, Nagappa, 
Sidappa—were questioned Of these 
SIX, the first three were said to actuak 
ly practise bhanamati and the others 
to abet them The villagers were only 
too sure, evil, they feared, had struck 
* 1 ' bill k in vengeance 

The voung man's father, Gundappa, 
did not rower The sorcerers would be 
fought He trekked the ten kilometres 
to the Ratkal police station and filed 
his bitter lompldint, part of which 
read "My son’s health, I am sure, is 
perfect It is only because of bhanama¬ 
ti that he is suffering ” Ningappa’s 
bloodstained clothes were produced at 
the police station and later taken away 
bv the ciicle police inspector, Chincho- 
li, Mr V J Kulkarni, for an investiga- 
tionwho.se results are to be submitted 
to the Karnataka State Assembly The 


SIX suspects were, incidentally, 
arrested and later-released, because 
no clause in the Criminal Procedure 
Code or Indian Penal Code makes the 
practice of witchcraft punishable m 
any manner 

Meaxijirhile, Ningappa was 
examined by Drid S Honnaddi of the 
government general hospital, Chincho- 
li. Tile young man was found to have a 
history of bleeding from the urethra 
An examination showed that a clot had 
formed around the penis Blood press¬ 
ure was recorded at 120/80, and the 
doctor prescfrtied a dose of procanin 
pennicylinr injections, sulpha diosene 
tablets and a bottle of oricitor In the 
eveni ng the doctor visited the ward 
and found that blond pressure had 
been maintained. The patient was la¬ 
ter told to collect his urine sample “1 
wanted to see if the bleeding was 
really from the urethra or external,” 
said Dr Honnaddi The next morning 
the doctor’s suspicions were con¬ 
firmed The urine sample was found 
clear. A gloser examination of the 
penis shined that a circular ulcer had 
formed ove.r the prepuse Blood press¬ 
ure, recorded again, was found 
normal. 

But Ningappa, as if in a swoon, did 
behave curiously "He was making 
trregulai 'movements He fainted in 
the oospital verandah but later be¬ 
came alright.” Dr Honnadi said Nmg 


* 


appa was discharged after two days in 
hospital and asked to visit the OPD 
daily But he did not return home 
Ningappa and his family have since 
moved to the safer surroundings of a 
village called Polakpalli, away from 
the territory of sorcerers 

The practice of witchcraft is com¬ 
mon in the aieas around the erstwhile 
princely state of Hyderabad (of which 
both Gulbarga and Bidar were a part). 
From time immemorial Sorcery has 
been practised, effectively 

Di.scu.ssing the pioblem, the DC, 
Gulbarga, Mr M I. Chander Kirti, 
said "These things have been going on 
since the time of the Ramayana and 
Mahabhaiata .Dr Naiasimhaiah, for¬ 
mer Vice Chancellor of Bangalore Uni¬ 
versity, IS trying to fight it But super¬ 
stition IS such a thing that it cannot be 
eiadicaied Even among urban people 
there ate beliefs,” he said 

Sheriiappa, a young man of Pasta¬ 
pura, has worked' lor two years in as 
famous a scientific institution as the 
Tata Institute of Fundamental Re¬ 
search Why does he still have no faith 
in science and reason'-’ Doctors and 
scientists have not impressed him, and 
working with them has made no differ¬ 
ence For him, the science people talk 
about in towns and cities is the science 
ot the nth, for the poor, there are 
rituals and mannas ■ 


The dance of death 

S WAR UP JENA reports on a bloody orgy among the Kondh tribals 


ERANDIMALA in Orissa, 
TTyr IS an area well known for 
Its priinitivent*s It was 
from here that the last 
—“merid”, a form of hum^n 
sacrifite, was reported I’he ritual was 
being observed to propitiate the gods 
fot a good turmeric crop—their only 
cash crop Murder is hardly news here. 
It IS part of the life of the Kondhs, a 
well known tribal sect of the area 
' They are hundreds of years behind, 
.ind miles away, from what we cal! 
civilisation Along the Eastern Ghats, 
among the unfriendly mountains, wild 
animals and thick forests, the Kondhs 
live in small hamlets Occasionally 
Kondh leaders meet to sort out dis¬ 
putes, and they are the law. 

Moving out from the tehsil town of 
Chikiti, one comes to a dead end at the 
foothills of the mountains So inacces¬ 
sible IS the area that the news of the 
lecent massacre of four persons 
leaihed the police only thiee days 
after it had taken place It was a 
Sunday The hamlet of Baradangara 
was humming with activity as (he 
Kondh mukhivas were meeting to set- 
* lie an old dispute between the Kondhs 
of Sarakoia and Putusulia villages. 
The dispute was over allegations by 
the people of Sarakuta that the Putu- 


sulid villagers were practising soicoiy, 
causing a series of strange deaths 'I’he 
villagers of Putusulia, a small hamlet 
of four to five houses, some distance 
away from Sarakota, denied this But 
many people had died suddenly in 
Sarakota The stages were, first very 
liigh temperature, giddiness, then sud¬ 
den death The tradition of sorceiy is 
very strong among the Kondhs They 
believe that sorcerers, by sprinkling 
turmeric water, can convert a man inio 
a tiger and a tiger into a man 

When the mukhivas met during the 
day the people of the two warring 
villages started quarrelling in front of 
them. Mahuli, a local brew, was being 
diunk as is the practice during the 
conclave of mukhiyas, and it did no¬ 
thing to cool tempers The villagers of 
Sarakota suddenly attacked four peo¬ 
ple from Putusulia whom they sus¬ 
pected of sorcery, tied them to four 
trees, started throwing huge stones at 
them and beat them with lathis One of 
the four was a pregnant woman After 
the beating, the attackers heaped 
them .together, gathered logs of wood 
and some dry leaves that were lying 
around, built a pyre and put all the 
tour toddie.s in it. The moment the pyre 
Was Hi, the men started a wild dance 


around it, ilianting loud cries And 
while thu men danced they cut pieces 
ot flesh out of the burning bodies It is 
the belief among the Kondhs that if 
the sorceieis die a normal death, their 
evil influence does not end; but if they 
aie inirnt, their evil dies with them. 

The massacre over, the men had a 
sumptuous feast at night They neither 
sliowed remorse, nor made any 
aitempi to hide the facts After all, a 
number of people suspected to be 
sori eter,s, had been killed in the past. 

.Some of the survivors from Putusu- 
lid trekked all the way to the Nuagaon 
lamp police station, which had been 
set up as an anti-Naxahte measure, 
and informed the police about the 
killings The DSP, B N Nayak, circle 
inspector, S B Misra, and sub inspec¬ 
tor, R. N Seth accompanied by a posse 
of politemen reached Sarakota village 
and arrested 26 persons, including 
some mukhiyas who weie present at 
the conclave According to one ver 
Sion, the conclave of mukhiyas had 
deaded that the strange deaths in 
Sarakota were due to sorcery and 
ordered the accused to be stoned tq 
death, and latei burnt It is also 
alleged that some of the mukhiyas 
themselves participated in the paj^in 
rituals N 





^ 2^11 


'ABHI 

HNA 



'-r* 


^ 1 ' 





ST 


30,000 songs.And Mohammed Rafi's 
fans will never forget them. 

ANIL GROVER remembers 
a phenomenon 


]An \k^m\ 

CHHORH 

,med Rafi's TT ^ » 

J^riii... 


Abht na jao chhorfi kar, 

Ke dll a bill hhara nahin. 

HUM DONO Jaidev ,Sahir Ludhianvi 

INCE 1966, the world of 
Indian film ipusic has 
been losing its stalwarts 
one by one though music 
has Its own way of evad¬ 
ing the sound of silence With the 
death of the Gentleman Qiant, 
Mohammed Rafi (55), the field of 
playback singing has lost another 
voice A senes of shock deaths have 
dominated in 1980 and Rafi’s depar¬ 
ture comes close on the heels of Uttam 
Kumar's 

This was the second time that Rafi 
was visited bv a heart attack and he 
succumbed at the Bombay Hospital a( 
10.25 pm on 31 luly 1980, after having 
been admitted there just three hours 
earlier. (He had previously been 
admitted to National Hospital at 4 
pm.) The characteristic smile on the 
beaming face of the short-statured 
(only physically) ex-barber, finally 
froze, even while the strains of the 
Hum Dono number, Ahhi na jao chhod 
kar, Ke dil abhi bhara nahin. came to 
memory. A “total heart block" knows 
no music Three heart attacks followed 
and 24 hours later, Mohammed Rafi 
lay buried in the Juhu Kabristan A 
temporary sound of silence again And 
the mourners included the Sheriff of 
Bombay, Dilip Kumar, Manoj Kumar, 
Amitabh Bachchan, Sulakshana Pan¬ 
dit, Dharmendra and others, apart 
from early visitors like Lata Mangesh- 
kar, Asha Bhonsle, Usha Mangeshkar, 
Raakhee and Saira Banu All activities 
in the-Bombay film industry remained 
suspended as a mark of respect. 


It was in 1966 that the great lyri¬ 
cists, Raja Mehdi All Khan and 
Shailendra, passed away Then, we lost 
the genius among composers, Roshan, 
the following year and music director 
Ghulam Mohammad in 1968, when he 
had just stormed back into the lime¬ 
light with the songs of Pakeezah In 
1970, Shakeel Badayuni, one of our 




finest lyricists, was gone And compos¬ 
er Jaikishan (of the Shankar Jaikishan 
duo) followed in 1971 Next year, it 
was playback singer, Geeta Dutt And 
then, by far the worst year, musically 
speaking, 1976, saw as many as five 
deaths, all major, and three of them 
being of music directors (Vasani De- 
sai, Sachin Dev Burman and Madan 
Mohan) The other two were singer 
Mukesh and lyricist Jan Nisar Akhtar 
In 1979, we lost singers C H Atma and 
singer-actor Shyam And now, Rafi 

Undoubtedly the most versatile 
male voice in Hindi film music, Rafi 
was first heard behind the screen in 
1941 when he was hardly 15, in the 
Punjabi film Gul Buloch, and in the 
same year he sang for his first Hindi 
film Gaon Ki Gon in Bombay His first 
break had been given by the late 
Shyam Sunder, but the song that made 
him famous was the Jugnu duet (1947), 
Yahan badla wafa ka, which he sang 
with Noorjehan Soon, he drew notice 
to himself with Ek dil ke tukde bazaar 
hue (Pyar Ki Jeet) and Main zindagi 
mew hardum rota hi raha boon (Bar- 
saat). 

Born on 24 December 1924 at Sul¬ 
tan Singh, a small town in Lahore 
district (now in Pakistan), Rafi had his 
training in classical music under Ustad 
Abdul Wahid Khan of the ‘Kirana’ 
gharaana, Ustad Chotte Ghulam Ali 
Khan and Pandit Jiwanlal Mattoo La¬ 
ter, the legendary Kundan Lai Saigal 
gave him an opportunity to sing for the 
Lahore radio station. 

Rafi took the music world by storm 
for the first time with Naushad’s 
musical, Baiju Bawra (1953), whose 
songs were picturised on the then 
favourite gayak-kavi-kalakaar (the 
actor who played a singer-poet njost 







convincingly and the maximum num* 
her of times), Bharat Bhooshan. 
Naushad showed great confidence m* 
deed in Rafi to risk him for a classical- 
based big budget musical although he 
was still cutting his musical teeth and 
Talat Mehmnod was reigning supreme 
at that tune But it was this same 
coniidetice with which Naushad gave 
Mahendra Kapoor his maiden song 
and shot him to prominence in SoJwi 
Mahiwal (Ghana chhupa aur taare 
doobe) in ISSB This was also the year 
which saw the advent of the presti 
gious Filmfare Awards and Binaca 
Geet Mala, both being the most repre 
sentative studies of trends (the latter 
in music only) Naushad bagged the 
Very first award of Filmfare for Best 
Music (Baiiu Bawra) and Rafi was 
firmly e<tab)ished as No 1 with his 
unforgettable Han Om, Tu ganga ki 
maui and O duiiiva ke rakhwale, and 
the film headed the fust Binaca Geet 
Mala too 

Since then Rafi has sung for nearly 
10 years, only onte, fol a brief period 
after 1969 {Aiadhana, Rajesh Khanna, 
Kishore Kumar) being overshadowed 
by any other male singer though there 
were still competitors throughout He 
IS believed to have recorded u little 
less than 10,000 songs, his repertoire 
covering almost eveiy musical range, 
t veiy Indian language, and every film 
actor’s lips He won six Film^'arc 
Awaids, four of them being when 
there was no sepaiate award for male 
and female playback singers (which 
separation started from 1967) Thejr 
w,.re Lhaudhvin ka chand ho (Title 
song 1960) Ten pvan pyan sootar ko 
tSasina/ 1961) C Itaahunga main tujhe 
(Dosti 196^), Bahaion phool baisao 
(Surai 19(>()) Mam gaaoon turn so jao 
(Brahniachaii 1968) — and the last, 
altn he staged a strong comeback, 
Kva hua reia wada (Hum his",! Se Kum 
Nahin 1977) He was awarded the 
Padmashri in 1907 and has been 
abroad for singing tours more than,25 
times He also had the singular honoui 
of singing - and how' — what is 
unaniniousl) considered the finest 
lyiic ever wiitten in Hindi films, 
Neeiaj’s Caiataan gu/ar gaya, gubaar 
dekhte lahe (Sai Umar Ki Nai basal, 
Roshan, 1964) 

If Rail believed that Insaaf ka man 
dll hai veh Bhagwan ka ghar hai 
(Amat 19'54) he still had to be a mite 
' dtefiil as he warned Ai dil, hai mush 
kil jeeiia vahan, ^aia hat ke, zara bach 
kc. Yell hai Bambai men jaan (CID, 
HJOh) But his Laal laal gaal (Mr X, 
19'>7) and his Champi, tel maalisb 
(I'xasa 19'>7) made the growing legion 
of his fans tell him, Yun 'o lakh haseen 
dtkhe ham, Jumsa nahm dekha (Turn 
Sa Nabm Dtkha, 19'>8) and there was 
no possibility of this songbird fearing, 
Chal ud la re panchhi, Ab veh desh 
Ima hegaana (Bbabhi, igiS) In fact, by 
now, his fans began muttering. Hum 
bekhudi mew turn ko pukare thale 
gave (Kala Pant, 1959), and Rafi en- 
tcied the 60’s yelling, Zmdabad, ztndu: 
bad, Ai moliabbat zmdabad (Mughal- 
I Azam, 1960) The Khoya Imoya 
thand iKala Bazat, 1960) was over¬ 



whelmed by the Chaudhvin ka chand 
(Title song, 1960) 

Till 1969, It was Rafi all the way in 
, that decade, and in particular, 1962 
saw the complete reign of Rafi and/or 
I ata in the Binaca Geet Mala, except 
for a couple of songs by the perennial 
No 2, Mukesh Sau saaJ pahele, Mujhe 
turn se pyar tha, Aaj bhi hai, Aur kal 
bhi rahega ijab Pyat Kisi Se Hota Hai) 
said his avid listeners, and even his 
criti<'s weie swept off their feet by the 
typhoon of Yahoof (Junglee) and they 
teluctantly admitted, Ahsaan tcra 
hoga mujh par (funglee) for they, 
too could now see that Ab kva misaal 
dnon (Aaiti) 

1961 saw a fi ud betwe c n I it i Van 
gcshkdi and Mohammed Rafi - but 
this was one tune that Lar i could not 


obliterate a person once shi boycotted 
him Dd todnewale, Tujhc dil dhoondh 
raha hat (Son <>/ India, 1961) said Rafi 
and although they both said Awaa/ de 
ke, Humme turn pukaro (Piofessor, 
1961), they stopped singing duets tot 
about three years It was Su/nan 


Kdlyupur who then rose to the top 
with Ball's OU ek mandir hai (Title 
song, 1S63) despite the promise be 
tween the two, Lata and Rah fo wada 
Jpya wah. klibmaua padega (Taj Mah 

Maybe Rafi felt inwardly depress 
ed, Kahili na kbahbi, Kahin na kahm. 
Km aa krji to ayega (Sharabi, 1964) 
and might have secretly courted Lata 
with Tere hustt ki kya taanf karoon 
/Leader, 1964) and Phtr wohi dd lava 
boon (Title song, 1964) He even re 
vealed, Veh mere prem parra padh 
kar, Ke turn naraaz na hona (Sangam, 
1964), but the two hit songs of that 
year remained separate solos by the 
two Mere mebaaob tujhe, Men 
mohabbat ki qasaw (Title song) and 
Turn kamsin ho (Ayee Milan Ki Bela) 
Nevertheless, Rafi did not lose any 
hold on the mike and listeners con 
tinued telling him, Taanf karoon kya 
uski, Jis lie tumbe banaya (Kashmir 'kt 
KaJij 

But soon the patchup came If Raft 
had lamented, Chaahun tujhe matn 
saanjh savere (Dosti, 1965) it was now 
time to open up DiJ jo na jeeh saka, 
Wohi raaze e dil, Kehne ki raat aayi 
(Bhetigi Raat, 1966) and Rafi did a 
Mukesh Aap ke pahloo mem aa kar ro 
diye (Mera Saava, 1966) Rafi ha'd had 
enough, Kya se kva ho gaya, Betsafa 
tere pvai mem (Guide, 1966) And 
finally Lata Mangeshkar did return to 
him for those dulcet duets once again 
and Rafi said Baharon phool barsao, 
Mera mehboob aaya hai (Surai, 1966) 

Men aawaaz suno, Pyar ka raaz 
suno (Naunihal, 1967) said Rafi to his 
fans as if he was an Aasmaan se aaya 
fanshta (An Fttning m Pans, 1968) 
and though he told them in return. 
Turn bin laaoon kalian (Pvat Ka 
Mausam, 1969) little did he realise 
that lor the first time he would lose 
ground to that very singer who sang 
that very number in a sepaiate solo 
Kishott Kumar But then fab dd se dil 
takarata hai Mat poinhhiye kya ho 
laia hai (Sunghuish 1969) 

With the release of Aradhana 
(1969) the complexion of Hindi films 
changed Rap sh Khanna burst into 










the film world as the new “Superstalr'", 
and with him, the ringing tones of 
Kishore Kumar’s all-pervasive voice. 
Though SDBurman amply made up 
for this in 1970 with Ishq Par Zot 
Nahin, Rafi bitterly said, Khilona 
jaankar turn mera ml. Tod jaate ho 
(Khilona, 1970). In 1971, the younger 
Burman, RD, sought to make up for his 
father’s “sins” — and out came Raft’s 
Caravan, bur Rafi had touched an 
all-time low in the Binaca Geet Mala, 
with just one of his songs making it in 
the year’s finals of the best 16; Hai na 
bolo bolo (Andax) — and that too, a 
number, which had just a couple of his 
lines towards the end. 

Rafi desperately tried to convince 
people. Main ek raja boon (Uphaar, 
1972) but except for a Teri binaiva re 
(Abhimaan, 19/3) here and a Woh kya 
hai (Anuraag 1973) there, Rafi was 
forced into the background. Even his 
return with YaadonKi Baraat (1974) 
was in the company of his self-avowed 
fan, Kishore — Yaadon ki baraat nikli 
hat aaj, DU ke dwaaare — the other 
being with Asha Bhonsle, Chura hya 
hai tumne jo dil ko. Yet, Batraag 
(1974) reminded people that Rafi was 
alive and with a lot of fight still left in 
him After all, Peetey peetey kabht 
kabhi yoon jaam badaljaate /lain/And 
with Lata again, Rafi made sure there 
would be no close encounters of the 
1963-kind; Wada kar le saajna. Tore 
bina mam na rahoon, Mera bina tu na 
rahe. Ho ke juda (Haath Ki Safai, 
1975) And finally, in 1977, Rafi 
proved once again that Hum Kissi Se 
Kum Nahin In the film, all four songs 
sung by Rafi became super hits' the 
title-^iiwa/i, Kya hua tera wada (which 


fetched him the Filmfare Award after 
a break of nine long years), Chand, 
mera dil and Yeh ladka haye Allaiu 
The year also saw the raae of Laila 
Majnu (in which he sang all the songs 
of rising star, Rishi Kapoor, too) under 
the baton of Madan Mohan and 
Jaidev; and the third and second rank¬ 
ings in Binaca’s finals that year were: 
O meri mehbooba (Dharmveer, Laxmi- 
kant-Pyarelal) and Pardah hai pardah 
(Amar Akbar Anthony. Laxmikant- 
Pyarelal.) Another juke-oox favourite 
of AAA was Taiyeb Ah pyar ka dush- 
mun, haye have. It seemed that qawa- 
hs and Laxmikant-Pyarelal were work¬ 
ing wonders for Rafi and the first is 
evident even from the complete fai¬ 
lure of the music of the much-touted 
The Burning Train (1980) with the sole 
exception of the Rafi-Asha qawali. In 
1978, LP’s Apnapan got Rafi a Film- 
fare nomination though eventually, 
the song landed up with a lyric award 
(Anand Bakshi) instead — Aadmi 
musafir hai 

And now look at 1979-80; just when 
Rafi had made a complete comeback, 
he’s gone I Laxmikant-Pyarelal gave 
him all seven songs in Sargam (4 solos,- 
3 duets with Lata) and walked away 
with the music award, all seven being 
top of the pops. They gave him four 
out of six in Suhaag (the other two 
being Asha’s), arid they have been 
raging through the Binaca Geet Mala. 
They gave him five out of six (the 
other being Lata) in Aasha, and did 
well enough. Another indication of his 
sure return is the fact that Dev Anand 
who did not go in for Rafi ever since 
Gambler ^1969) — in which, too, he 




had just one ghazal — returned to him 
after ten years in the latest Man 
Pasand though in just one song, under 
the baton of Rajesh Roshan, with Tina 
Munim. Binaca Geet Males in 1980 
have clearly shown so far that Rafi is 
dominating, sometimes with a*$ many 
as ten songs as compared to Kishor’s 
two (on 28 May) out of a total of 161 
As Lata Mangeshkar said after his 
death' “The void that was created by 
Saigal’s death had been filled by Rati 
Saab. He sang with me for 33 years. He 
was an exceptional singer.” 


Kar chate bum fida, jaan-mtan, 
aaathiyon, 

Ab tumhara hawaala watan aBath- 
iyott... 

HAQEEQAT i Madan Mohan; 
Kaifi Asffll. 
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The bitter sugar policy 


HEN Mrs Gandhi 
assumed office in mid 
January, many people, 

F articularly in the 
inancial world, 
heaved a sigh of relief From July 
1479 to her becoming Prime Minis 
ter, there had been a caretaker 
government Never in the history of 
India had a caretaker government 
existed for so long Worse, the six 
months preceding had seen a Fi 
nance Minister who could not di> 
tinguish between macro economics 
and micro economics Micro 
economics deals with simple bila 
teial relations between prices and 
output Macro economics deals 
with complex multilateral lelations 
between input and output, between 
prices and wages, between agncul 
luie and industry, and all the inter 
(1< pendencies A dukandai (shop 
keeper) is concerned with the for 
inci and the economic planner with 
the latter 

Therefore, whatever the politic 
jl shade of •opinion, that a single 
Paity had achieved a populai man 
date and that an elected Parlia 
meat had come into being, was 
taken to mean that decisions on the 
economic plane would be torthcom 
mg Besides, Mrs Gandhi had prom 
ised a “government that works’* 
But so much for the Galbi aith<an 
conventional wisdom During the 
last SIX months, we have had, prac 
tic ally anothei “caretakei’ govern 
ment in action No decisions on 
basic economic direction Plenty of 
ad hoc pontitication and some 
Madison Avenue cosmetics such as 
the Union Budget (1980 81) In the 
Budget was the largest ever tax 
mobilisation (around Rs 1,000 
ciores) and the biggest ever plan 
lied deficit (Rs 1447 croies) and yet 
It was sold to the general public as a 
document of relief to the tjonsumei 
People in India are howevei, 
becoming incieasingly result 
oriented They have voted to Paring 
ment and Assembly persons with 
proven criminal records, such as for 
passport racketeering, plane hi 
jacking and plain arson on the plea 




By SUBRAMANIAM SWAMY 


that at least these honouiable gen 
tlemen (a title ea- ed by viitue of 
elective office) were “doing some 
thing” and not only making 
speeches A commendable trend of 
thought, with loaded dynamite, of 
couise 

But results have not been foith 
coming Prices of essential com 
modules have risen and risen 
shaiply lor the coming festival 
season, the price of sugai is the 
most symbolic representative of the 
developing inflation 1 or the most 
pail ot the Janata ink pint ol 
sugar m the open market was Rs 
2 10 per kg In Mauh 1477 ii had 
been Rs h 00 per kg When i aietak 
ei Charan Singh handed over the 
keys to Madam < , the price ot sugai 
was Rs 4 00 per kg loday it is Rs 
8 40 per kg Probably l)\ Diwali il 
will touch Rs 12 00 pel kg Why* 
The policy followed by the new 
gosernmont is centrally lesponsi 
bic foi the unpiect dented price 
use in sugai, just as the lanata 
policy was responsible fot it' de 
dine This is not meie propaganda 
I he Congress (1) says that the price 
of sugai went so low dining Janata 
rule that farmeis stopped growing 
sugai cane This is false on two 
grounds hast, although some (ar 
mers and sugar mill owneis were 
unhappy that the whopping wind 
fall profits of 197S 77 could no more 
be earned during the Janata lule 
the sugar cane production declined 
only duiing 1474 80—and laigely 
due to drought Second the decline 
in production was only 22 p» i cent 
while the price rise his been 110 
per cent since January 1480 and 
about 100 pet cent since the pre 
vioi s veai In technical economics 
this means that the puce ‘clastic 
ity" of sugar is about minus !“>, 
which IS fantastic A drop in pro 
duct ion of 22 per cent can at most 
imply an annual price rise of 40 pei 
cent under current economic condi 
tions of the country What has con 
verted an estimable 40 per cent 
into a recorded 100 per cent i ise is 
the new government’s policy to 
scrap the Janata policy of sugar 
decontrol 


Undei the Janata policy, all the 
sugat had to come to the market 
and there the puces wete dc'toi 
mined on an equalisation of effec 
live demand and supply Undcu the 
new government’s pnltcy, the mills 
are to divide their sugar output into 
two paits two thuds dialled lew) 
of the sugai is to be handl'd o\ei to 
the government and sold to tation 
shops at Rs 2 90 pc r kg. and the rest 
one thud disposed of as the nulls 
lease (in the so called free mai 
et) But who IS to ensuie that the 
mills actually deliver two thuds 
and keep one third'' The gocern 
ment inspectors, of course When 
the Janata Paitv came to powei in 
1977 It found most ot the mill 
accounts faked with active tollu 
Sion ot the g<u enimeni t hat is why 
they SLiapped the control policy on 
sugar and with it the levy and 
non levy business Iht mills, the 
inspectors .uul sugar daddies in 
political Patties (including Janata) 
scieamid Not fait” they said But 
the common man loved it all, and 
still lemeinbeis it But the old poll 
cy of conliol is liack with a 
vengeance So are the gleeful in 
spectnis, the political power 
purvcyois and the understanding 
mill owneis back in business 

In my view, sug.ir can sell in 
abundance in India even now ai Rs 
2 40 per kg In the long run this 
equilibiiurn price can be lowered to 
Rs 1 '>() per kg 1 oi this ihrc*e things 
art necessaiy sugar decontrol, 
massive goveinment giants (Rs 800 
ciores ovt I five yeais) to update 
siigai Uchiiology especially effi 
tient irusheis, and a farmers 
cooperative with crop insurance 
facilities to market the sugar cane 
With inefficient outdated crushing 
technology, mills are cuireiitly pro 
iluiing sugai at Rs 1 9S per kg 
(mill owneis may hit the roof when 
the V lead this, but 1 trust economet 
tic, more than their “accounting 
ti 1 C ks ’ I I hus with modern lechnol 
(igy they can produce sugar at Rs 
1 40 pet kg — a challenge to Yoiana 
Bhavan But they cannot meet the 
challenge because all economics 
have to have political underciii 
rents What is one government’s 
meat is anothei’s poison 
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X I SAW them make off 
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r CT I AW S AOUZ r WASA 
WARPrRWA<-‘r ' IS the 
WORST OF BAND TS > HE'S 
AFTER CAESARS TAXES 
I D EXILED HIM .WE MUST 
CAPTURE HIM ' 
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EXCELLENT ' THE FIRST TEN 
MEN HAVE volunteered 
TO GO AND RECAPTURE 
BONPY WASA - 
.vARRloRWArAYlK ' 
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Goals again, and 
the gold again 

Ex-Olympic hockey captain GURBUX SINGH analyses 
our performance in Moscow 

Ihi^ IS cl matth which we should the inuivdl when the result was 3 0 
have won rasilv hut out right flank we could ilmost visualise the v^ctoty 
bil-dlv tuiutiotud Sdtiie was the case and of ionise the gold medal after a 
in our next pool match against Spain lapse of 16 years But Spain liad some 
Hiie ilso wt hid most of tin attacks other idea in mind luan Amat who 
tiiioiigh our left flank Shahid and won the Olympic for four times soon 
/alat Iqhal In tht fust half the right made it 3 2 in two minutes and we 
w'liig pair comptisc d M 1 1 inandez and wen .tiuggling hard to maintain our 
Kdiohik, neithei got any balls nor lead Shahid made it 4 2 again Amat 

wete they ted b> the right half Som scoied to make it 4 3 We thought that 

waya Strangely the Indian defenders the 197 3 world cup finals at Amster 

paiticularlv the fullbacks weie hitting dam might be repeated where we had 

free rather aimlesslv through the gaps srptandeied a lead of 2 0 and missed 

instead of passing to our own forwaids penalty stmkes in the tie breaker, ulti 

Since the Indians are better ball play mately losing ihe game 

ers they should not let the opportunity But captain Khaskaran saved fiom 
slip by hitting the ball wildly In fad the goal lines and thus we regained 

the Spanish defenders, Amat and his the Olympic title for the eighth time I 

colleagues, taught us a few lessons am sure many an Indian missed a 

They never wasted time to pass the heait beat when Amat took the last 

ball to their own players and they two penalty corners and cornets This 

always iried ter keep the ball in their is ihe time tor us to assess out assets 

possession and drawbacks Although we have 

Anothei highlight of the match was once again emeiged as the hockev 

the left flicks tried bv Zafai Icjbal champion vet we cannot consider 

Zafai who is a fine player can hit the ourselves the best hockty playing na 

ball well and hard But he tries his tion of the world till we meet Pakistan, 

reveise hits mote than necessary and West Geimauv, Australia and Holland 

loses the surprise value it has In the I am sure we have the capacity and 

meantime, we took the measure of talent to beat them all We would be 

C uba and the Russi.ins though beaten meeting the Pakistanis at Karachi on 

by 4 2 were no easy team lor us to astioturl in Januaiy, 1981 and partici 

Indian hotkey players icJebrate tackle In the finals the right wmgers pate in the world cup on natural grass 

-I ernandez and Kaushik came in to full in Bombay in lanuary 1982 Finally we 

ndii IS once again the play and helped Shahid and Zafai have the Asian games in Delhi where 

Olympic hockev cham Iqbal foi the best torwaid line display we would be playing on synthetic 

pion after a lapse of 16 After a long long time the Indians surface 

long yeais Ihe bovcott of could exhibit such a performance I also hope that in Delhi we lay an 

the Moscow Olympics by During the first half of the finals, astioturf instead of Pohgrass Though 
most of the top hockev plaving coun only India was in the picture, taking a Pohgrass is faster than the astioturf it 

tries like Woildt up lioideis, Pakistan, comfortable lead of 2 0 Shottly after is astroturf which is more tough and 

Olympic champions Ne\y/calami Au- -- — -—--- 

stralia HolLind and West (>c rmanv, Mervvii Fernandes (m yyhite) in action through the Spanish defence 
left the lournimeni with only four ir- 

teams of itikoning LISSR, Spain Po ■ # 

land and Inch i Whih congratulating * 

the Incli.in tt mi captain ai\d coach ’ > 

from tht cote of mv he ait I ft el’we 
unneccss.irilv made heavy weather of 
the tournamc in 

As It has happenc'd sc) often in the 
last decade or mi wc began with a 
tontioveisv ''onctining Stirjeer who 
was ihrciwri out of ilu Bangaluie camp 
foi disciplinary lea.oiis But, once m 
Moscow, we began oiii campaign on a 
promising note bv dclcating novice 
Tan/aiiia 18 nil This was an important 
match because in the fust foiii nn 
notes wc had lost ( haranieet His nose 
irnurv deprived os of an acc right 
winger though Kaushik who replaced 
him loi the suhseqociu matches came 
off quite well Against Spam we were 
III loi 1 dioc k the mate h ended m a 2 2 
staleili 111 the cqo.ilisc I tor India com - 
mg HI till list lew seconds o 
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SHAHID MOHAMMAD 



S HAHIDI MOHAMMAD of Uttar 
Pradesh was the cynosure of 
all eyes at Moscow. He did extreme¬ 
ly well with his fine stickwork He 
IS yet to rise to the level of the 
former India skipper Ashok Kumar 
in the inside-lett position, though 
he has the same tendency of hold¬ 
ing on to the ball too long. But he 
has the potential to make the nght 
openings. He has to distribute the 
ball more often but this he should 
overcome by plajnng in more inter¬ 
national competitions. 

The UP undergraduate youngs¬ 
ter came into the scene only last 
year when he donned Indian col¬ 
ours at the Versailles Junior World 
Cup where he performed credit¬ 
ably. He also played a coimle of 
matches for the Nations Cup in 
Karachi. And during the Cuttack 
Nations, Shahid went one step 
further with his dexterous stick- 
work and fine Mssing with team¬ 
mate Syed Ali. Their performance 
troubled Indian Railways, the ulti¬ 
mate winnmrs. His wotk made him 
an automatic choke for the Patiala 
camp Ip prpparatioii for the Kuala 
Lumpdr QtWdmigidiar meet and 
later the Moscow Olympics- At 
Patfak oat coadh wsh aataundied bar 
Shahidy ’ *%«3fa«ifdf 
ance*/He i 

lar OMdt and 

laiept^ 
ootws 
hut fad 

•icr* 


to waif 






? tiring for players At the same time it 
j puts a lot of pressure on calf and thigh 
cn muscles It is a well known fact that if 
u a player can master his craft on the 
c astroturf he can easily adapt himself 
J on Poligrass rather than vice versa 
■j Most of the hockey playing nations 
have laid astroturfs and so we will 
have to play nlost of the tournaments 
on astroturf 

Cuming to (he individual perform 
ance of the players. Shahid of UP was 
the one who stole the show This 
19 year old player has really shaken 
the wliole hockey playing world in just 
one year Last year in the Junior 
World Cup in Pans, 1 saw him as a 
left winger and then he excelled him 
self at the Loui Nations touinament in 
Malaysia this year In the forward line 
Mervyn 1 ernaiides also acuuitled him 
self m the last manhes jn Moscow 
Sodhi has pioved to be more of a 
success as a centre forward than in his 
regular position as an inside left He 
finished with a hundred per tent re 
(ord in the penalty strokes Right wing 
to my mind is still an open position as 
both ( haranpl and Kaushik have to 
ptove themselves Zafar Iqbal was 
good without being btilliant in any of 
the matches He has a fine speed and 
IS a good centre 

This brings us to the half line and 
the deep defence A lot of improve 
meiit IS needed in both these depart 
ments Summaya is young and should 
improse with experience Ravindra 
Pal at centre hall is one of the most 
promising youngsters in the Indian 
team at the moment He has all the 
basil ingredients lo become a first 
ilass lentrehdll and walk into the 
shoes of the famous Apt Pal At left 
half Bhaskaran has experience and he 
has sei veil the countly well 

Coming to penalty corners, 1 think 
we arc still incapable of converting 
them into goals as well as defending 
them It will make a lot of difference 
once we have astioturf I must admit 
that we in India do not practise 
enough to defend a penalty corner 
Our running is too slow and our play 
ers are too scared to reach the top of 
the circle Our goalkeepers do not 
have sufficient match piactice on arti 
ftcial sufaces In fact, I think, it is not 
necessary for a goalkeeper to rush out 
since by that time a hit takes place and 
the goalkeeper is caught on the wrong 
foot 

Summing up, I have been asked by 
innumerable people that if it comes to 
the crunch then what would India's 
standing be if we played against Pakis 
tan. West Germany, Holland and Au 
stialia I am certain that we will not 
win against all countries but we will 
certainly give them a good fight We 
have good young players We should 
be able to build good teams It is high 
time we lec ailed Surjeet and probably 
Ashok Kumai, particularly Surjeet 
There is no doubt that he is the best 
defender we have today 1 hope this 
Olympic victory is the beginning of a 
new golden era in Indian hockey which 
I sincerely hope will continue foi quite 
some time 




SURINDER SINGH SODHI 



O RIGINALLY a player in the 
insid^-left position, Surtnder 
Singh Sodhi of Punjab rightly re¬ 
placed S S Grewal, the livewire in 
the Indian attack who was ‘rested’ 
for a spinal injury, to earn the 
distinction of scoring the only hat- 
tritk in the Moscow Games This he 
did against debutants Tanzania and 
ended up as the top Indian scorer 
(15 goals) second only to Spain’s 
Amat in the Olympic hockey tour¬ 
nament. This prolific scorer who js 
the most experienced player after 
skipper Bhaskaran has been ack¬ 
nowledged as the penalty-stroke ex¬ 
pert. The Sikh’s conversion of the 
strokes were perfect—probably a 
record in the Olympic annals. 
Surinder stormed into the national 
scene in 1975 when he toured 
&irope with the junior team. Then 
he assisted skipper Ajitpel SinjA i>» 
the New Zealand tour and Lana«n& 
went to Buenos Aires for the Worfd 
Cupithe Asian Gsnnes, the Junior 
World Cup at Versa^^ NatlfHu 
Cup at. Karachi, Esahda Ci^ at 
Perth and the Qfiwlrasigidar iusat 
at Kuala Lnmpiarfirftiraa the Mosr 
cow GameA Iwtl^ «nd ICaiMchi 
be perfoinaiM imU. 

Iho^^ jdM t«tti atllm^ he is 
yet to fomvd 

wii* hj^ aewiag #Py. perfiw 
larly snots from the 

, ^.. MAmiid coltemi- 

trate on the^mmtr* forward 
ocstitioo jmsm uisItM-iIMb Soys Guru- 
mix Singh ihe mi-Q^foipian “At the 
iBoment it ja diffiemt to comment 
whether his standard would come 
OP to the level Of Balbir Singh 
f ceptalh, JSSZ Olympics) or Harbin- 
cter (who played in 1964 and ’68). 
How iBOCh potential he has will ^ 
known ai least In the next World 
Cup." 
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S MI IA P\IIl IS not her old 
sell In the M'od old days 
one could always expect fiom 
hei a nice cosy chat and a 
foi till inhi intc i\lew Now she 
puts on a ddfcrc nt air and 
makes It obvious that she is 
not all that keen to open her 
mouth I’lobably she w.ints 
to see hci s( II in .1 new, supei 
slat lif:;ht Some tiling she has 
probahiv le ainl ftom the 
fjri at Am/f< 1 / 1/1 •' As they ate 
doiiiK so many films together, 
hisinlluenc* might have un 
consc loiisU rubbed off on 
her Wonclc 1 d she will bag 
the Idle m R,<.h<ttd Attenbot 
tnifili s film on Mahatma Gan 
dhi She s m I oncloii fora 
SCI e'en test 

S ANJIH Kl AM/< has this 
terrible laseination for 
electrical stidls like videos 
and cordless phones Recent 
ly when he ii tuineel troin his 
first shooting nip to the USA, 
he brought the latest tspeot 
video unit and a kind of super 
cordless phone which no one 
around has St e n be Idle Un 
fortunately loi him the cos 
toms guy's wt II none loo kind 
and piomptiv ihie.iic nt d to 
confiscate the multi c isse lie 
video set I'ooi Sanu e\ h isti 
ly despau In d the thing b ic k 
where it eatne from 

W illi the lihn k 1 

r 0 . 1 .I/ll one could see a 
elianiatie ti iiistoimalion in 
Zee/iaf'speifoimanet She 
waseloing this film when she 
biokeupwith San/avA/ian 
and she did all she could to 
hang on to s inii\ and noi mal 
cy by till owing h» iself pas 
sioiiate Iv into the lole Not 
only has she improved he i 
dc ting she has also had a big 
hand in polishing up the 
other see nes ot the* film bv 
her suggestions and discus 
sions espe daily in the cli 
max scene Well thought out 
points which reveal hei ke e n 
inte lligenet have done their 
shall ot improving on till 
film s 01 iginal sc rii>l It the 
film hits, which I think 11 will 
then most ot the ciedil will go 
to /cenat 

R hCl NllV./Vveii V 0011 
wealing innsiiiiousex 
pii ssion (sou know the kind 
which III ike s vou wondt 1 
wliethe I he is lokiiig 01 se 
I lous) w like el up to Ills swe i t 
witc and told hei that now 
film at tills w iiilcl be allowi d 
to have two wiM s' And 
Koo|ia like a modi 1 house 
w ill h.is bi gun sipiii ining in 
hi I pic Its se at ibout ih it 
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little iriischievoiiscrack 
] III I e IS I |okc which could 
well be played on Deven him 
silt Till re die iiuiteafew 
among the ill informed public 
who think that Deven's wife 
is the 1 01 me 1 ly overweight 
I’l til (,,timuh I he* ad in 
whieh she tealiiies with him 
till tough syiiip IS so popular 
.iiul he h IS such a long 
sulli 1 iiig look ihouthiminit 
th It It IS guile natural that 
till' think I’l 111 IS hit nagging 
/loi/on liki wite In fact she 
is his wile s \ Danger sister* 

W hat It he w is inaele to lake 


responsibility for the younger 
sister also** 

TTEMA has invited a lot of 
JLjL Cl ii’cism for being 


XI ciil'clsm for being 
hauehiv in her behaviour 
while shi'Otiiig for Alibaba 
AurCbt'iih'iChoi Lveiyone 
seems to be in favour of 
ZeeaJt Hem.i has bee n gi iiiii 
bling that she has nothing 10 


do in the film But this is 
probably not true. She has 
the major dances, scenes an< 
she plays Alibaba’s Marjma 
the temale lead of the film 
But Zeenat has eclipsed her 
inspire of being at her own 
plumpest Even against that 
Hema looks heftier, older, 
jaded and literally frumpy 








KHAAS BAAT 


J~\LEPA s mother can be 
J^very sweet one moment 
and unpredictably rude the 
next Recently, a well known 
photographei approached 
her to take pictures of hei 
daughter “Today she's shoot 
mg for ifleendum Kokila and 
she isn >. wearing a sexy 
dress,” she said But when the 
photographer found Deepa in 
a sexy Bharatanattyam dress 
(like the one Rekha wore in 
Do Anjane) he was surprised 
The next day in Deepa’s 
house, the photographer 
allowed her to choose any 
dres. She said she’d pose in a 
mod outfit. But just as the 
photographer asked her to 
show a bit more of her legs, 
her mother barged in protest¬ 
ing loudly. “You’re taking 
vulgar pictures you’re taking 
pictures of the m-between of 
her thighs,” thundered the 
formidable mother. “I’m nut 
In the porno business," pro¬ 
tested the photographer. 
“When I isked her to show 


some more of her legs there 
were four people around, in 
eluding her brother Ask 
them if they found it vulgar ” 
But the old lady wouldn’t Its 
ten to them Exasperated, the 
photogi apher asked Deepa to 
demonst ate the pose she had 
just taken up for qim When 
Deepa did so, the old lady 
flared up again “She must’ve 
shown you more,” she in 
sisted And then she started 
firing the daughter as the 
shocked photogi apher 
walked out "1 am not consei 
vative in my speech but when 
an elderly lady accuses me of 
taking pictures of her daugh 
ter’s ‘In-between,’I’m shock¬ 
ed," he said “And mind you, 
Deepa was wearing an old - 
fashioned underwear and I 
didn't want to click it either" 

S lVAJICANESANhai 
made his friend, charactet 
actor “major" Sundttaiajan, 
u director. Slvaji himself will 
act in the flln,. This year has 
pi lived very lucky for th« ma- 


lor. The Telugu film Shank- 
arabharanam distributed by 
the actor has proved to he a 
smashing hit 

W HEN she played the 
whore in Arangetram, 
her most successful film, 
seven years ago, Premila had 
not the slightest idea that she 
would be arrested for whor¬ 
ing in real life years later But 
it happened during mid-July 
Her nouse in a peaceful cor¬ 
ner of Adyar was raided and 
despite her protests, she was 
taken to the police station 
Premila, who featured in half 
a dozen soft porno films, con 
tinues with her normal work 
at the studios, but the whis 
perings don’t die down “No 
body discusses the matter 
with me, but they keep 
asking my parents and my 
relatives And when they say 
I was 'framed* nobody wants 
to believe them,” she says 
AALlor Guru? 

XV Everyone, except 
the producer and 
distributor of the 
lattjer, had hoped 
Kaali would fare bet 


ter But after an excellent 
opening, the film has start 
limping, though it’s doing 
good business in Kerala 
Guru, on the other hand, h 
brought success to all the 
people connected with it, i 
cially to Kamalahasan Th^ 
producer of Guru has signi 
three mure films with Kan 
one of them is an action di 
mu to be directed by Bhar 
atuaia 

H OW come PremUa’s 
name isn’t mentioned 
the publicity of Rakhta 
Pasam ’ Is it also true that 
role was butchered as the 
film progressed? Of coursi 
she wasn’t the heroine^ bu 
she was expecting a third I 
ing following those of Srip 
nyaand Jayaihttra 

PIOUSJI 


Jiaapa and A. V, Ramaaaa la Xadal Kadal Xadi^ 












I unit* to tlu* (ont.lusi<)ii 
iiiiiny yeais that 

aliiiDst all Liime is due to 
ihe lepressed riesire for 
.icsthetic expression ” 
VmtaRe 1 velyn Waugh, that Recog 
■usably so 

t'or such shct I aitistiy Itw tiimin 
als in this land dF tuns can match 
Natwarlal 

Spuming all the gadgt ii v and etno 
tional hardwaie ot contempoiaiv 
crime, its vulgar exhibitionism aiul 
tiude violence, its piedulable blood 
and gore nexus, Natisailal lemains as 
one of the few oldwoild stylists in a 
lapidly changing scenainn a siipcib 
blend ul Rallies and Hoiidiiii, the 
ultimate (jiiick change .iiiistc 

No one knows his real name But 
that does not matter Catch any polite 
man by his frayed collar and ask him 
who IS the finest confidence trickster 
in the land, and you can bet your 
bottom khota sikira that he will name 
Natwarlal Natwarlal is no mindless 
monster, toting a gun oi wielding a 
knife, OI caivmg up nonagenaiian 


Parsee couples in Bandra'on moonless 
nights All he does is dupe the stupid 
and the vulnerable,-and chase the odd 
buck that he has no right to in the first 
place But in an overtaxed, underpaid 
society like ouis, where only the cor 
rupt and the lazy are rewarded, who 
can blame Natwarlal, who can cast the 
first stone’ 

Natwarlal has no background worth 
talking about Like almost all legen 
dary figuies But 1 am sure, as his fame 
spreads, many stories of his brilliant 
childhood and loving parents will 
mushroom Right now, there is hardly 
any past you can track down And 
thank (lod for that' Only once, during 
some case or the other, he claimed 
some distant relationship with our 
fust President, Dr Ra)endra Prasad 
But, m all probability, the claim was 
false and Natwarlal and the President 
share only one thing in common— 
Bihai fiom wheie they both came 

But Natwailal lett Bihar fairly ear 
ly And the Patna High School,'whei e 
he studied till the ninth standaid An 
intelligent student, he simply lefused 


to concentrate on his books and after >• 
repeated complaints from the school 
authorities, his father finally lost his 
temper one day and gave him a merci 
less beating Natwarlal promptly dis 
appeared and surfaced in Calcutta a 
few days later, as Mithilesh Kumar 
Srivastava Many believe that this is 
his actual name but thei e is hardly any 
evidence to support this 

In Calcutta, Natwarlal enrolled at 
the Calcutta University and managed 
to sustain himseli in the city without 
any ostensible means of income At 
some stage, he managed tpconvince a 
businessman, Seth Keshav Ram, that 
he was a qualified private tutoi and 
was hired to'educate the bania’s eirani 
children He fell out with the seth 
after having touched him lot a cool Rs 
4 5 lakhs, and the iiate baiiia sent 
some hired goons to retiitve the 
money Natwailal, stared, spun them a 
yarn about how the police were after 
him and piomised to pay back Ihe 
money within a tew days And as soon 
as the goons left, he went to the 
Buridbazar police station and lodged a 
complaint against the seth, alleging 
that the seth had thieateiied his life 
because he knew about all his clandes 
tme deals He gave the cops the com 
plete lowdowii on the baiiia, with di 
tailed information regaiding all his 
blackmarket operations When the 
seth and his goon squad airived to 
catch Natwarlal a few days later, they ^ 
found the cops waiting tor them v 
Under interiogation the goons broke 
down and confessed that the seth had 
hired them to rub out Natvvarlal 
The seth went to jail Buf he also 
managed to convince the police au 
thoritics that Natwarlal had conned 
him a great deal of money And Nat 
wailal was arrested as well On 11 
December 1937, the legend of Natwai 
lal was born A legend that still sur¬ 
vives, even though Natwarlal is now 40 
years older, grey haired, pot-bellied, 
and his beat is no longer tired Cakut 
ta, where he spent his first sentence of 
six months breaking stones Today, a 
dashing young Amitabh Bacchan plays 
i Natwarlal on the silver screen, even 
X though the real man is less than 5 feel 
tall and has multiple urethral stne 
tures 







.* A perfect gentleman, Natwarlal is 
H^known to have been a model prisoner 
during those brief occasions he en¬ 
joyed state hospitality. He does not 
smoke, drink or take even the odd 
amble, except professionally. There 
ave been no women in his life, except 
his wife, to whom he seems to be 
totally devoted And his children, it is 
said, swear by him. When he was 
recently undergoing treatment at the 
J.J hospital in Bombay for a kidney 
ailment certified by the prison doctor, 
they came all the way from distant 
Chapra to see him. 

His academic credentials are ques¬ 
tionable, though Natwarlal has often 
claimed to be a graduate. On rare 
occasions he has claimed more But of 
this I am sure, in any school for 
\ scoundrels, he would have earned a 
' doctorate for far less There is a story 
about how he once borrowed a law 
book from a lawyer in Lucknow so as 
ft> be ableto defend his own case 
Predictably, the book was never re¬ 
turned to its rightful owner. 

It was in Lucknow also that Natwar- 
Idl made one of his most spectacular- 
and successful- getaways On 24 Feb¬ 
ruary, 19.S7 Right in front of all the 
staff of Lucknow jail, a couple of hours 
after the daily head count of all prison¬ 
ers, he slipped out of his fetters and 
irons and peddled out on a simple 
bicycle, dressed as a police sub¬ 
inspector Not only did the massive 
gates creak open for him magically but 
the gate keepers saluted the errant 
prisoner, under the mistaken notion 
that he was one of their seniors And 
such IS the predictable code of police 
conduct in our land that no one had 
the guts to even question his identity 
though quite a few of the gate staff 
later confessed, it seems, that they 
wondered where this new sub¬ 
inspector had corne from Much too 
late It was discovered that Natwarlal 
had fled, in a daring display of incredi¬ 
ble cheek He had once again taken 
the law for a ride. This time, on his 
bicycle. 

Natwarlal, some say, learnt the art 
of forgery and cheating from his elder 
brother, Ganga Ram The two brothers 
took on one Kapoor as an accomplice 
and, together, they formed an able and 
supremely confident trio. Their count¬ 
less victims remain to give evidence of 
some remarkable games of forgery, 
cheating, trickery and ^heer one-up¬ 
manship, usually implemented with 
'considerable tact and daring. 

His first escapade was in Patna, 
when Natwarlal was being tried for 
quite a few cases of cheating and 
forgery. While coming back from 
court, Natwarlal requested the cops to 
allow him to see his ailing wife once. 
The police agreed after some persua¬ 
sion, but they first thoroughly checked 
the room where she was waiting, to 
'ensure chat Natwarlal would have no 
means to escape. They were satisfied 
l|/that the room had only one point of 
gentry and exit—the main door. ^ they 
allowed him in and mounted a vigil 
outside the main door. When the meet- 
Inn between Natwarlal and his wife 


took inordinately long, the police 
knocked on the door There was no 
reply When after an hour Natwarlal 
still refused to come out or answer, 
they finally broke down the door. The 
conman and his wife had disappeared 
Through a concealed skylight that no 
one knew existed Except, of course, 
Natwarlal 

He was tracked down at Meerut 
again Rather soon By this time, 
almost three dozen cases had been 
lined up against him For cheating, 
forgery, fiaud and petty con deals. 
From there, he was transferred to 
Lucknow jaii Being an undertrial pris¬ 
oner, without any past conviction to 
blemish his record, he claimed and is 
said to have obtained all the facilities 
he was entitled to Since it was never 
his style to beat up wardens or orga¬ 
nise violent jailbreaks, like today’s 
more volatile prisoners, nor did he 
evei attempt to risk his life and.scale 
the dangerous prison walls, he used all 
his skills and all his charms to win 
friends and influence people He must 
have mastered Dale Carnegie for he 
very soon won the confidence of his 
captois and many among the warders 
were eating out of his hands 

Natwailal now cho.se three particu¬ 
larly vulnerable warders from among 
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those who were now his friends and 
started playing them with favours, 
smokes and small change. He initiated 
whispers about a magic sum of many 
lakhs waiting for him in Bombay and 
thus slowly but steadily built up this 
myth of his prosperity The prison 
grapevine, always famed for its unde- 
pendability, quickly passed the word 
around—that Natwarlal had a fortune 
stashed away somewhere, waiting for 
him to come out and claim it 

His brother, Ganga Ram and his 
accomplices sold the same Scheher¬ 
azade story around town They also 
worked on the warders from the out¬ 
side and confirmed the stories about 
Natwarlal’s stashed away fortune of 
many lakhs. Finally, one day, the vul¬ 
nerable trio of warders was made an 
offef— one they could hardly refuse. 
Take 20,000 chips in cash, said Ganga 
Ram, and let Natwarlal off Once he 
gets to Bombay, he will pay you double 
the sum Since neither side was pre¬ 
pared to trust the other, or so it 
seemed from the way Natwarlal and 
Ganga Ram played their cards, it was 
decided that the wives ot the warders 
would be brought into the deal. The 
modus operandi was simple They 
would be given the money in a trunk, 
which woulcfbe locked and shackled to 
the leg of a bed in a hotel room Once 
Natwarlal got away, they could open 
the trunk and hand over the money to 
their menfolk 

2 The original date of escape was 
^ planned as 20th February 1957, almost 
a year after Natwarlal’s arrival in 
^ Lucknow jail in the spring of 56 But 
Natwarlal shrewdly changed it to the 
24th on the ground that the stars 
would be more propitious then But 
the actual reason was different. On the 
24th, the police force would be de¬ 
ployed nationwide to ensure a peace¬ 
ful general election A typical example 
of Natwarlal’s foresight' 

A police uniform was borrowed for 
Natwarlal And a bicycle was hired 
apinst the princely deposit of Rs 30 
The jail blacksmith was urged to 
loosen his fetters, claiming that his 
limbs were badly bruised That was 
the entire investment in Natwarlal’s 
getaway plan! Outside the jail, a little 
further down the road, Kapoor 
waited—in a car After Natwarlal 
simply peddled out of the jail gates, 
the cycle was quickly dumped into the 
car’s boot and Natwarlal fled with his 
accomplices to Kanpur. But not before 
he had collected back the deposit of 
Rs 30 for the cycle, so meticulous was 
he' about every single detail! 

And when the abetting warders 
later opened the trunk in the hotel 
room, they found it stuffed with shred¬ 
ded newspapers and rubble Natwarlal 
had not just escaped—he had once 
again been at his favourite game, 
cheating This time the victims were 
his benefactors the same men who 
helped him get out of jail 

Bui the escape was not that simple. 
The cai met with an accident near 
Ndwabgani Natwarlal, who was still in 
his sub inspector’s uniform, coolly 
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Mopped t passing hearse and pointing 
to the natlils diisstd Kapooi asked 
the drive I to laki the Dtputv Sahib 
and him to Unnao I he itsl of the gang 
tlimbetl on as well At IJnnao thev 
hired two tongas to take them to 
Kanpui, gainhiing on the ehanie that 
no one would txpiit a lonvitt on the 
run to be ambling along in a tonga It 
worked 

Meanwhile, at luLkiiow, all hell 
had broken loose in the (ail Ihe 
authorities had tried to alert all police 
stations and block nearby exit points 
But by choosing the toned date, Nat 
warlai had pie empted ihi m all There 
was no polite officer available any 
where to eyen rigistei the coniplaint, 
let alone take .ittion rm it L yeryone 
was busy with the elections in India’s 
largest state Natwatlal’^ timing had 
been pluperfect' 

It was only the next day, in the late 
moiiiing that thi lail authorities were 
able to lodge a lirst inloiination rcpoit 
with till police and by that time 
Natwarlal had made good his escape 
Ills escapade, details of which I 
puked up fiom I, 11 Naqyi’s re 
tent rtpoii in Ibt Time\ 

i*yi n though I hut he aid of it many 
times lailui m vaiious ytisions from 
various people is iiulv symbolu of 
Ndtwailils style tool, calculating, 
elegant, vviihoiit tlu slightest touch of 
violente oi viilgaritv Ihs hands have 
never been tamted by blood, either by 
design oi ucuh nt And never has he 
used ansthing nioit than |ust his wits 
to dupe his vutirns iveiy )ob has 
been plaiiiu'd wuh nietuulous atten 
tion to detail, with loving tare and 
admirable logual piteision Brute vio 
lence OI mind blowing Icthnologie.il 
wuaidtv has never been his foite His 
IS the perfect exampli oi the man who 
gets awd\ with Ills biains What he has 
been selling all along 1ms been his 
intelligence, in the tnit tiadition of all 
creative artistes It is pi t tint he 
happens to be selling his wits in i 
wotid that has, perhaps aibitrarilv, 
chosen to diaw a line between its 
dilfereni kinds of intellectuals I ti int 
ton a publishei (ot mv leaders) with i 
bad book ol poems-that is not a 
tangible eonvie table offence But let 
Ndtwailal con a lat pot bellied bama 
to pan with a little bit ol his usually 
ill guile n wealth- and he lan be be 
34 


hind bars for a long, long time Society 
has Its own rule book And who am I to 
eompldin’ 

Sir John Sejuiic had a poem on this, 
a take otf on Cray 

I ull many a vice is 

botn to bius/i unseen, 
1 nil many j inme the 

wot Id does not discuss, 
I'uIJ many a pervert 

lives to reach a green 
Replete old age, 

and so it was with us 

I here is one story, again resear 
died by Naqvi, about how Natwailal 
and his Itiends e becked in at a hotel in 
Allahabad iindci the names of advo 
cate Laxmi Shankar and his clients 
The next day Natwarlal opened an 
account with the Allahabad Bank 
under his nom de plume, where he 
deposited Ks 1000 in cash and a de 
rnand dralt for Rs 20,000, naturally 
dud 

Then thev all went to a jewellery 
shop, one of the best known in town 
While thev kept looking at all the 
baubles on display, they discussed in 
loud whispers “the car they were plan 
iiing to buy ’’ The jewellei, they knew, 
also had a car agency in town To win 
the shop owner’s confidence, they 
bought a watch and a ring from him 
for Rs 900- and gave him a cheque on 
the Allahabad Bank account they had 
opened the earlier day To make even 
a greater impact, they told him to first 
cash the cheque—and then they would 
collect the ring and the watch The 
next day they turned up to collect 
their purchase The impressed shop 
owner who had, in the mean while, 
cashed the cheque not only handed 
met the watch and the ring but even 
offered to take them to the car dealer 
personally 

Natwarlal, at thfs stage, made it 
(|uite clear that he did not have the 
leadv cash to buy the car but was 
waiting for his demand draft to he 
encashed The bank confiimed this 
when the dealer back checked Nat 
w.trial promised to come back for the 
cat once the draft was cleared and he 
had the cash in his hand 

laid the same evening, he re 
till ned to the showroom with a child in 
his arms His mother wants to take 
ride III the cai I am going to buy, he 
told the deafer conspiiatonally, and 




smiled The dealer, already much im 
pressed by the man, not )ust allowed 
him to borrow the car lot a diive but 
also put some petrol in his tank' Natu 
■ ally, that was the last he saw ol hiscai 
or his esteemed customer Natwarlal 
disappeared into thin air for several 
months 

Such tales are legion and it would 
be absuid to carry on Let me lust end 
with an apocrypha! story When Nat 
warlai was once sentenced to five 
years aftei a conviction in Lucknow, 
the judge asked him infoimally, “How 
do you do it^” Natwarlal promptly 
asked for a rupee to part with the 
knowledge The judge grudgingly 
parted with the note, which Natwarlal 
piomptlj pocketed and told his baf 
fled Honour 'This way, Sir'” Even his 
Honoui was stuck for a reply, if one . 
to believe this talc 

Recently, Natwarlal escaped foi 
the eighth time from police custody 
His reputation had preceded him and 
every conceivable precaution was 
taken, we are told I or by now, at the 
ripe age of 65, Natwarlal has over 200 
cases pending against him in courts all 
over India So the Bombay police had 
been paiticularly careful since his 
arrest in early June Every precaution 
was taken in the Arthur Road jail in 
central Bombay, where he was lodged 
while undergoing trial and also at the 
J J Hospital, where he was under 
going medical treatment for a kidney 
ailment since the 14th of last month 
But what no one had accounted for was 
Natwarlal’s amazing skills 

On 28th June, Natwarlal convinced 
the constable guarding him that he be 
allowed to borrow some money from a 
friend of his staying at the Taj, Bom 
bay’s best known and possibly the 
country’s finest five star hotel This 
money was meant to enable him to get 
better medical treatment The well- 
meaning cop agreed And while he 
waited tn the foyer, ogling at the 
beautiful women and the lush scenar¬ 
io, Natwarlal did his famous dis 
appearing act once again' 

The simple minded cop has been 
suspended The man-hunt is on again 
The ticks have put on their deerstal¬ 
kers and lit their pipes The fog is 
settling down on a tired city, as Nat 
warlai stalks the land again. 

Lock away your wallets, my friends. 


- / < 



The last escape 



Iht 'tide enirjnct Ut the It i 

S OMI >fars apo when Natwarlal 
was senitnced to hve veats im 
prisonment in I ucknow th< Jutlgt 
who passed iht sentence is s iid to 
have asked him 'How do you do it'' 
Natwarlal then isked the Judge for 
a rupee Pocketing the rupee he 
told the baffled Judge This is how 
I do It ’ 

In Bombay on 28 June Natwai 
lal escaped tor the eighth time 
strangely enough, through the mar 
ble portals of the T aj Mahal hotel, 
which has five entry exit points 
open throughout the day Natwarlal 


had been bioughr to Boinbav tioin 
Indore on 14 Wav for a i heating 
ease in which he was wanted Ihe 
east toneetntd 2 I'j bags ol Khand 
s in sugar woith Rs 82 000 In 1077 
he had corm to know that stiiial 
lui idled bags of sugai wtii being 
booked for Bomb is md sent his 
man to book list bags foi Bombas 
Ihis was bookid immtdiatels afti r 
the 800 bags and it is lepoited in a 
stetion of ihe.Ptt ss that with all the 
artistry at his command N itwailil 
(hinged the fist in his iceeipt to 
800 and since it was the next stii il 
number he had little diUuultv in 
altiring that also 

Ihtn aeLordiiig to the B( mb is 
poliet one das m laiui ir\ 1)7“ 
laxtni Nat avail Agarwal presented 
himself at Cainai Bunder railway 
godown in central Bombas He 
came to leteh the hags ot Khand 
sail sugar loadid at Mii//alainagai 
He produced the railway receipts 
btfoit the goods supei intt ndent 
and took delistiv of tht bags woith 
Rs 82 000 A few days later whtn 
the real ownei of the giards anised 
he was surprised to find that some 
one had already collected the 
goods Hell was let loose and the 
police filed a ast against Laxmi 
Naiavan under IP( Sections 420 
(for ehiating) and 471 (producing 
ioiped documi nts) 

On 14 May this sear N itwarlal 
was piesented ander the name 
Shyam Sunder Raghunxndan to the 
(oiiil and was hioupht back to 
Arthur Road jail in a van with 
sestral oiht i piisoneis He was 
ditsstd in kuita and dhoti No one 
knew he was Natwadal, the super 


Ihe inn tiui in ihi I ii h 'te/ in Honih,i\ 
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cheat who is said to have about 200 
eases pending against him in va 
nous louits thioufehout the coun 
tiv In faet when he went thiough 
the minijtuic door of the Arthur 
Road Jail, the jailer is said to have 
remaiked. Have we not met be 
fore' Natwarlal replied Nothing 
of that sort sn 

On 12 June Natwarlal com 
plained of pain and was sent for a 
kidney examination to the J J 
Hospital On 28 June he managed 
to per'-uadi his police escort to let 
him go to the Fa) Mahal hotel so 
that he could gel some money from 
afticndfoi better treatment They 
w< lit to the Faj He made the police 
wait at the reeeption downstairs 
while lie wt nt up to see the alleged 
friend That was the last the police 
man saw of him Fhe policeman has 
since h< t n suspended and there is a 
dragnet spreaci out for Natwarlal It 
IS hardly likely they will find him 
As a consolation they are looking 
for his wife and three children’ 
who used to come and see him at 
the I J Hospital every day 

Fhe grey haired, slightly paun 
thy super cheat is piobably 
already in another tity busy excell 
mg in ins art Because, the last time 
in 1877, even while the polite weie 
looking for him after distoveriiig 
the sugai fraud, he was ottupied in 
selling the sugar at 28 pdi)i less 
than the market price A journalist 
friend who had intertiewed him in 
Lucknow says that Natw ii lal is a 
master of disguise ‘I tut off my 
moustache and grow it again as I 
like, Natwarlal had said to him It 
IS like Chat A a Kheti (one s own 
field) 

OLGA TELUS, Bombay 
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Immortal ploy 


Sunset 



ttdtydnd Chitf Minister Bhd 
|dn 1 dl has mddc promises on 
behalf of the lanata Pdrty 
now he IS making them in 
scores on behalf of the ton 
grtss (I) So Rt^k Ram a 
veteian Congress (I) MLA 
took him to task recently on 
the Assembly floor Addrcs 
sing the Speaker Ram said 
“Str Speaker if he (Bhajan 
Lai) and his colleagues are 
not barred fiom making furth 
er promises it may be that we 
will hayc to make this minis 
try amai (immoital) to get all 
th< ptomises fulfilled” Bha 
jan Lai now knows how he can 
pi rpetiiatc himself in the 
gdddi 


Iht Indian Sun set after six 
months of struggle The tab 
loid si/ud eyeningei was flo 
cited as a UMK mouthpiece by 
K P Kandasamy, owner of a 
highly popiilai Tamil' daily 
Paiiy slant and shoddy 
pi lilting nt lily killed the eye 
ningtr but it gained a re 
piieyi when it decided to be 
indcpendint and started us 
ing the services ot many 
young loiirnalists But Kanda 
samy was t.ii from happy with 
the rising salts 1 hat the pap 
ti louldnt seise as a DMK 
m o n t h p 1 c c e was what 
bothi red him mori thus the 
papci was toieed into obit 
vion 


Thrown over-board 


Casting 

Irked by the numerous anti 
Brahmin domination' mitt 
mgs by the Dravida 
Kajhagam movement, the 
Brahmin eommunity has also 
stalled holding solidarity 
meetings to safeguard its 
position as a minority Some 
wealthy members of the tom 
munity have begun a drive to 
setup anall Brahmin college in 
Kumbakonam, reports Arthui 
Pais But no clarification is 
offeied as lo whether “all 
Brahmin" means that the me 
nials at the college will also 
be Brahmins 


liuh limi the Mahaiashtra 
Suit Board of Setondaiv 
Iduiation published its SSL 
examination results hoides 
of sludints demanded a 
rechick ot then papers And 
the Boaid was ever willing lo 
do the needtui piovidtd the 
plaintiffs paid a fee of Rs 10 
caih So apart from the 
annual takings l,\ wav ot tv 
aminatinii tci Ihc Hoaid also 
pi eyed on I hi candidate who 
felt that Rs 10 was a dei i ni 
ptitt tor a chance to get moii 
niaiks But things tinallv 
tame 10 a hi ad whin somt 


students tialiscd that the 
Board did nothing tot the fee s 
It chatged for rt examining a 
paper Demanding pi opt r 
scrutiny of then answer 
sheets they moved a petition 
with the division bench of ihi 
Bombay High Couii rettnlly 

And ihi rtsuli was that the 
Board of Steondatv I diica 
lion siiffeied untold igno 
miiiv I he Boaid s Regulation 
104(1) whith contendtd that 
answt I books were confide n 
tial dotumtnts and could not 
be shown to even the sru 


dints was stilick down Said 
lusluL Mohota Ihe right to 
iiispcition was a mi ans and 
not 11 ind and the tight to 
inspiition and the right to 
i valuation wen inttrmina 
led He ilso contended tjfft 
the light to inspection would 
act as a cheek on the casual 
appiocieh of the I xamination 
Boaid Ihis dtcision is 
hound ID clidiige national 
lilt styles and the horror ol 
hoiiois what will happen if 
the students of Calcutta take 
the cue’* Will the West Bengal 
Board suivivt’ 


Filmy acumen 
for God 



Ihe liiupaii temple in 
Andhra is very popular with 
tilm folks but fot the first 
time It has a tinema man, 
B Nagi Reddy, as the chair 
man of the trust that super 
vises its substantial assets 
and charitable activities The 
producer and studio boss who 
was recently nominated to the 
coveted post unfortunately 
missed the first board meet 
tng as he was suddenly taken 
III 

In a country so nth in the 
mythology of innumerable 

? ;ods and goddesses, where 
ilms with religious themes 
often have a good run, no 
eyebiows need be raised ab 
out this secular inttusion into 
the .world of the godly After 
all, even Cod’s money needs 
good menagement 


Pity the 

(C M D A) 

BENGAL STATE 
Ex'Servjces LeagiK 
UNIT 

5 Paise 

URINAL 

Secretary 
a. Bhattachariac 

For a lon^ time the Calcutta 
Metropolitan Development 
Authority (CMDA) survived 
on apologetic ads m the local 
dailies about how difficult it 
was to make a visible dent in 


paisaless 

such long neglected problems 
as Calcutta had Gradually 
things got worse as the only 
dent that was visible was the 
dust and debus thrown up 
witli the digging of roads And 
now one admirable act of the 
C MDA is likely to make 
even more unpopular The 
public toilet at the busy hs 
planade was long a health 
liarard The CMDA has 
cleaned it up and built a few 
more nearby and (here comes 
the crunch) is charging five 
paise and twentyfive paise, 
depending on your needs To 
the average Caleiittan this is 
revolting' It is a brazen form 
of exploitation, he protests 
Said one (who, to put the 
CMDA in Its proper place, 
relieves himself regularly at 
the entrance to a paitieular 
toilet centre) “ Ihev'll charge' 
you next for bieathing the 
air” 


3b 




Being there 
no more 

“If 1 were to tell you that 
Chauncey Gardiner was the 
ultimate Peter Sellers, then I 
would be telling you what my 
whole life was about," said 
Peter Sellers once For, in 
real life, Peter Sellers was 
neither Inspector Clouseau of 
the Pink Panther series, nor 
the turbaned Indian of Ihe 
Parry but was more of 
Chaunce, the totally blank, 
isolated man of Being There 
He was a man who was almost 
without an identity and one 
who had great difficulty in 
talking in his own natural 
voice But then this was as 
far as is personal life went As 
professional in show business. 



he was haully the lonely man 
struggling to give shape to his 
existence His mothei, an 
ambitious lady, once men 
iioned that he would make it 
to the tup And he did with his 
many faces and many more 
voices A master of disguise 
he had been nominated for 
the Academy Award Ihe 
Pink Panther did return to 
delight countless fans Peter 
.Sellers the actor and the man 
will not return 

Picturesque 

pair 

Samson is sleeping on 
Delilah's lap, a man armed 
with scissors is snipping off 
his hair, Philistine soldiers 
are lying in wait to capture 
him, Venus is staring from 
the wall symbolising the 
[ ruinous love Samson and 
[ Delilah 6ft by Gft 9in, is a 
masterpiece by Ruben 
which was sent for sale by a 
German family to Chtistie’s 
auction The National Gal¬ 
lery spent £2,350,000, of this 
I year’s government grant to 
I acquire the masterpiece 


THEWemLD 


••• off with their heads 



^ mic republic of Iran has made Islamic Revulutionaiy court 
many enemies throughout the five militaiy officers were le 
country especially among the cently tried and executed for 
armymen The Islamic having taken part in an abor 
Cabinet has also had to keep tive coup 1 he officers were 
up with the Kurdish rebels Major Farokhzad Jahangiri, 
But then when any attempt by Captain Mohammad Malek, 
the army to capture power is Homafer Yousef Pour Rezai, 
found out It IS nipped in the Brigadier General Ayat 
bud And the punishment fur Mohagheghi and Captain 
those found guilty of treason Iran Neiad 


The electric connection 



Next tim< you brave the lute ol Scienit ind lethnolo 
thunderstorms |ust make suit gv the scientists stand that 
that Its not after an angling the chances ol being struck bv 
session lor its not your car lightning is governed bv the 
keys, nor the cigarette lighter he ight a ligiiie uses above ns 
in your pocket but the fishing suriouiidmgs 1 xpeiinients 
rod you canv that IS going to hirihei piovecl that the hu 
attract the lightning I his was man skin had n<i insulating 
discovered liy Japanese scien effect and that vinvl laincoats 
lists In their report pit and tiibbci boots prt.vided no 
sented at the sixth interna protection How then dots 
tional confeience on aimos one piotect himself'' I ntoi 
phene elc'cincity at the Uni tunatelv, the lepoil has not 
versity of Manchester Insti come up with an answci vet 


Quci«a 
set free 

Richard Queen, the Amer¬ 
ican consular official has fin¬ 
ally emerged from the 
Mushroom Inn the window* 
less basement of the Amer¬ 
ican Embassy building in 
Tehran And a Mushroom it is 
for even shortly before his 
release. Queen had heard no¬ 
thing of the attempted Amer¬ 
ican rescue effort All the 
while—250 days to be exact— 
he spent his time reading the 
thousands of books available 
from the Embassy library and 
teaching himself French Did 
he evqr feel that tus life was 



Nil hard Qul cn 


in danger'* ‘In a situation like 
that, the imagination does 
horrible things " said Queen 
after his release on 21 July, 
for health reasons 

To each 
his own 

Not everybody does his 
own dirty work These days, 
however, some of the French 
art' doing theiis Out of the 
1 8 million immigrant woik 
ers who did menial tasks, 
some 41,000 have accepted 
the govci nment’s offer of $ 
2,500 and a one \vav air ticket 
and have left France Result 
a third of ihc tubs vacated by 
them have gone to Iitnch 
men But arc the liciichmen 
happv •’ Union woikcis ait 
not Thev attacked the gov 
cinment polnv on immigiant 
woiktis and ait ol the opin 
ion that Fienthini ri would re 
fuse to do till diriv work And 
the MinivttV'' ll ihinks that it 
has (in.illv gol I ihiricc lo 
iipgiad) blot collar work in 
the minds ol Ircnchmen 










SPKIAL REPORT 


Rs eight crores 
for a film on Gandhi 

Out of which Attenborough and company have already 
spent Rs 7.5 lakhs at e five star hotel in Delhi on the 
good life 


ley, the novelist — and the argument 
led to a closure Kothan died in 1970, 
his burning desire left unaccom¬ 
plished 

Attenborough is no frivolous cine¬ 
ma artiste, but an individual with wide 
interests ranging from supporting 
solidly the Chelsea football club to 
speaking out strongly on the lack of 
human rights in Indonesia IJdohandas 
Karamchand Gandhi, though, is a 
tricky subject and needs to be handled 
with care But, as the director 
designate exaplams, meticuluusness is 
a way of life to him "1 can’t go into 
anything without preparing the 
ground minutely first I know I am 
old fashioned in this But it is the only t 
way I can operate” 

Full details should be available by 




Sdtyajit Rai direits Sir Kiihard m Shatranj ke Khilari 


T om Courteney, it was 
once rumoured, was will 
mg to have all his teeth 
removed for the privilege 

-1 of playing Gandhi Sir 

Richard Attenborough would piobably 
consent to having his right arm se 
vered it onlv he tould be ceitain of 


eluding Gita Kak, are to be absorbedX^t^^^^^^'^ 
in the lineup Backers have been found 
in America — Goldcrest Films Intel na 

tiunal will finance the multi million autumn, when the nature of the script. 


dollar bi lingual pioiect The screen 
plav rewiitien tor the fifth time, is 
now credited to John Briles And he 
I cm, indeed lies the rale of the ill 


the actors involved, would be known 
Till then, for film fans all over the 
woild and those interested in the 
career and achievements of Gandhiji, 


making the pntiat (.ourtenev, it is fited progiess ot the venture it must, due to Attenborough’s silence, 

learnt, is no iongn in the running for The idea ot a film on Gandhi was be an uneasy wait 
the title lole, but \ttenborough, for first conceived bv a clerk at the Indian 

whom It 1- IS Deen i grand obsession High Commission in London, Motilal TJ'VLN befoie the cameras could 

for the past two do ides to film the Kothan In 1961, this frail but enthu Xlrroll, confusion prevails as to who 

life of the piophti >1 nonviolence, siastic man, imprisoned m India dur will bear the brunt of the finances Of j 

appears to be appioichoig the lufil *"8 the non cooperation movement, the total expenses, Rs 18 crores. Sir 

ment of his lite\ mibuion conjured up this scheme to immortal Richard wants the government of In 

Back fiom New Ddhi lecently, ise the heio of hts youth on celluloid dia to provide Rs 8 crores The govern 

where he IS itpon, (I t(, Imalised Knowing no one in the film mdustp*he ment has proceeded with the deal m 

arrangements loi shooting lo tiegm m was m a dilemma as to how he should the most high handed manner It 

November this \.ai all lu has to tackle the matter In course of his promised Attenborough the money 

attend to now IS sowing op his cast His search foi the appropriate person, he and then decided on its own that the 
script, submitted lo the Indian govern met Laurence Harbottle, a London commercial film industry would have 

ment, has been appuntd uid his solicitor, who put him in touch with to bear at least half the burden One 

choice of locations alimst complete Rchert Bolt’s agent, Margaret Ramsay high level source from Stppy films told 

But he knows bettei than anvone else That, mote or less, settled it Attenbor Sunday that “As things stand, there 

that there can bt many a sill between ough came in as director, Joseph has been a definite suggestion thrown 

the cup and the iip and, so, not suipus Levine as producer and the venture in by the government that if we pay, 

ingly, he is being extra cautious in was underway Pandit Nehru was they will be more lenient with us wlien 

publicising his plans or even aanouric apprised of the developments and a bit it comes to deciding the raw stock levy 

Ing the new cast of preliminary filming was, even, car- in the iwxt few months” 

Yet It IS reliably learnt that fohn tied out m Delhi Levine, however, The government's decision of 

Hurt IS being seiiouslv considered to wanted mine action than tievotion in financing the project caused a furore. 

portray the main I haiactei mid quite a Bolts scicenplav — this script had The Hrst salvo wa* fired by George * 

few. Indian actois unu acticsses, in succeeded the oiiginal by Geiaid Han- hernandes when he accused the Infer* 
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'H'm«tlon and Broadcaitlng Mlniittr Mr 
Vaiant Bathe for "•ailing the countnr'a 
honour" In this fashion. He called 
upon all self-respecting Gandhians in a 
Press conference In Bombay on 20 July 
"to do their best in "preventing this 
blasphemy against the sacred memory 
of Gandhijl”. According to him though 
the Minister had told him that the deal 
had not yet been finalised, Attenbor¬ 
ough and the members of his troupe 
ran up an entertainment bill of Rs 7.5 
lakhs at the Taj Hotel in Delhi with 
champagne flowing at their parties A 
day later, the film industry told the 
government that they were unable to 
provide the Rs 4 crores. Meanwhile, a 
small but highly effective forum of' 
film-makers met to condemn the gov- 
ernment's decision. 

* In a letter to Mr Vasant Sathe, Mr 
Pranah Mukherjee. Charanjlt Ghana- 
na and the Prime Minister, film¬ 
makers like Baiu Chatterjee, Girlsh 
Karnad, M.S.Sathyu, Sai Paranipe, 
Musaffar All, Khwaja Ahmed Abbes, 
Kantllal Rathod and others stated that 
they were surprised to note that "insti¬ 
tutional funds of Rs 8 crores was being 
made available by the government to 
Sir Richard Attenborough, when this 
is not in the normal course available to 
Indian filmmakers" Hastening to 
4tate that they were not against Sir 
Richard’s project, and that they were 
not challenging his competence or his 
sincerity Tney simply questioned the 
need to finance him when more effec- 
w tive things could be done for the 
i,* betterment of Indian cinema 

The scene is ironic indeed On the 
one hand, the lecently concluded 
wrangles within the National Film De 
velopment Corporation (NFDC) 
brought to light the fact that almost 
every setious film-maker in India is 
living a hand-to-mouth existence, sac¬ 
rificing quality to meet a meagre 
budget of Rs 2 to 3 lakhs because of 
miserly govenment attitudes Take the 
example of Mrinal Sen who has been 
sent a legal decree for owing the Film 
Finance Corporation (FFC) Rs 2 lakhs 
for his film, Bhuvan Shome. On the 
other hand slick talk from a foreign 
movie magnate trapped the Indian 
’I government into committing R8 4 
• crores of hard earned public money 

The forum had a riotous meeting, 
because many within it had been 
offered lucrative Jobs by Attenbor¬ 
ough Suresh Jindal, the mercurial 
producer of Ray's ShatranJ Ka Khilari 
had been offered the job of Production 
Controller for the film. A graduate of 
the FTII. Kamal Swaroop, had been 
given a Job which was going to fetch 
him Rs 1,000 per week expenses alone. 
They were very vocal in the meeting 
but finally Jindal was persuaded to 
give up the offer in the "larger in¬ 
terest of the cinema". 

What has apparently irritated the 
i^Corum a good deal, has been the fact 
IP that the members of the Board of 
^ Directors jit the NFOC-Shyam Beneg- 
el( Besu Bhattachirya, Mrinal Sen~ 
Jiiid ell elpog refund to make state- 



port their interests In fact, Benegal, 
when contacted by Sunday, said that 
“We should not make judgements too 
uickly 1 don’t know the details of this 
eal For instance, what is in it for the 
Indian government? If they are going 
to make a profit, it might be a good 
precedent to set, because then not 
only will it open the boundaries of the 
country to international cinema, but it 
will also help the Indian flimmaken to 
profit from it all" 

Mr Benegal will not be cheered by 
the fact that by indications, the gov¬ 
ernment is m tor what Madison Ave¬ 
nue calls, 'the right royal s ’ 

the deal Is that the Indian government 
will get only 30 per cent of all earninas 
within India. All foreign money plus 70 
per cent of the Indian takings will go 
to the producers, Goldcrest Interna¬ 
tional. A fact that has irritated most 
people has been Attenborough's cava- 
Iier-like attitude towards the Indian 
government One of the first things he 
did after his recent visit to the country 
was to send a bill of Rs 7 5 lakhs for 
entertainment expenses alone. 

Alao, there is absolutely no guaran 


tee as to the sort of film that will 
finally emerge Says Girish Karnad: 
This is not an instance similar to the 
Russian government inviting Kurosa¬ 
wa to make a film there, If we werd' 
getting Rossellini I would have said, 
let’s give the entire amount for him to 
do what he likes with it. Because it is a 
privilege to work with a master like 
that But Attenborough " As one 
filmmaker who piefm unoiiviiniy 
said; “The man is at best competent 
and at worst mediocre" 

And all this on a film on Gandhil 
The men's entire philosophy was 
seeped in austerity, and he spent a 
lifetime getting India rid of British 
rule And now a Britisher wants to 
make a film on him, and the Indian, 
overnment. which has always sworn 
y the Gandhlan doctiine, is getting 
into It with both iect 


This articie was written on the 
basis of reports filed by ASjdJS 
BAY from London and ASHISH 
BAJADHYAKSHA from Bombay 

^ _ Aa 




NEWS 


Bodh Gaya's 
unholy mahant 

There is unrest in his empire 


O N 10 JUNL this year, it rained 
heavily at Shekhwara, a village 
near the ancient temple of Bodh Gaya, 
Bihar As dusk settled, villagers from 
nearby Pathelgarh and Moharar areas 
were returning home after working in 
the fields, singing in thoius “Hell to 
you, heartless mahant You live tn a 
palace like a prime, and we like pigs 
in sties ” (A Magahi folk song) Sud 
denly, three leeploads of policemen 
arrived, and picked up three of the 
men Within minutes, a large crowd of 
villagers, mostly women, surrounded 
the police jeeps The crowd refused to 
move out of the way unless two of the 
men arrestc^d weie released Some 
men and women m the crowd were 
beaten up mercilessly, Manimala, a 
Woman riuinhci ot the Chhatia liiva 
Saiigharsh V alum till uiiconscmus 
Many siistaiiK d miuius and wtie 
rushed to (i,i\a hospital IvcniualK 
one of the thiee nun aiiested K.iiu 
was leleased because lu had sustained 
head iniiiiies the oilui two Piabhat 
and Naresh, weie laktii awa\ 

Prabhat and Naresh are volunteers 
working for the Chhatra Yuva San 
gharsh Vahini, an unarmed youth 
army which the late Jayaprakash 
Narayan raised The Vahini has been 
active in organising lesistance among 
peasants in a vast area against a 
mahant who runs a monastery neat the 
ancient Buddhist temple The mahant 
IS the virtual ruler ot a mini empire 
which includes about '>00 villages in 
Gaya distiict alone The pool and 
landless inhabitants of the area, who 
have toiled on the land for ages, re 
ceive meagre dulv wages fiom the 
mahant and aic treated like his sub 
jects The mahant ruU s with the 
help of trusted musclemen disciples 
and sidekicks He even has 'll kai ha 
bans (mini courts) to ad indicate on 
disputes 

In April 197'i the late lasaprakash 
Narayan launched an agitation to ac 
quire the land held illegallv bv the 
mahant for distribution among the 
landless peasants of the area On 18 
April 1975, Mr Naiayan was attacked 
with brickbats and lathis when he was 
approaching the monastery The agita 
tors were repulsed, the mahant tight 
ened. his grip over the area, even 
during the time the Janata Party was 
in power Left with no other way, JP 
40 



Viivd Aang/iarsh Vjhini demonstrators 


decided to entrust his unarmed youth 
army, the Chhatra Yuva Sangharsh 
Vahini, with the task of emancipating 
the landless 

By campaigning systematically, the 
leaders of the Chhatra Yuva Sap 
gharsh Vahini taught the illiterate 
landless peasants about their rights 
I he peasants wete urged to stop work 
ing on the mahant’s land, oppose him 
if he brought hired labour, and launch 
a non cooperation movement against 
hin. 1 he people then began ploughing 
the land on their own, in open de 
tiance of the mahant, beginning from 
Gosai Ptsi a village About 2,000 acres 
ot land uhdei the mahant remained 
uncultivated during last year's paddy 
and tins year’s labi season The 
mahant's men managed to cultivate 
about 100 acres of land in areas where 
the agitatois held sway The villagers, 
howcvei, foiciblv harvested the crop 
and made loud proclamations against 
the mahant Since the laiv treats forci¬ 


ble harvesting and looting as one and 
the same, the police had plenty of 
excuses to crack down on the agita¬ 
tors, the villagefs were arrested, 
beaten and hauled up tn court. 

The area came Into the news wheH> 
on 8 August last year armed goondas 
attacked some peasants near Mastipur 
village leaving two dead and several 
injured (See Sunday 9 September 
1979) One of the mahant’s men was 
killed The incident marked the begin¬ 
ning of a senes of violent encounters 
involving the peasants, goondas ana 
police 

When the shock waves reached Pat 
na and the Ministry expressed its deep 
concern, the old mahant of Bodh Gaya, 
the middle aged Dhansukh Gin, de¬ 
cided to visit Patna and reassure all 
about the honesty of his intentions he 
was only too leady to distribute his 
land among the poor But, he com¬ 
plained, his hands were tied He had 
delegated all authority to one of his 
managers The mahant decided to can 
cel his earlier deed with another He 
also wrote a long letter to the then CM 
alleging he had been virtually “kid 
napped” and forced to obey the orders 
of his detractors The accused, the 
surrogate mahant Jairam Gin, wa; 
arrested after the old mahant filed an 
FIR with the Bodh Gaya police alleg 
ing that he had been forced to sign the 
earlier deed of partition 

But when a team of police officials 
visited the area, they found the 
charges baseless The only concrete 
result that emerged in Patna was the 
appointment of a nine member com 
mittee on 13 October last year to 
probe the benami transactions of the 
present mahant and suggest ways to 
acquire his land under the Land Ceil 
tng and other Acts within a period of 
two months After eight sittings in 
nine months, the committee has still 
arrived at no conclusion Also, it has 
decided to confine itself to the 
mahant’s land holdings in Gaya dis 
inct alone, though he has land even 
outside Bihar 

The mahant allegedly runs an 
armoury too He is rich and no land 
legislation has ever deterred him 
when in trouble, he has the best legal 
talent at his disposal A valuable docu¬ 
ment on the High Court judgment 
concerning the mahant’s land which 
the state Revenue Department had 
acquired with difficulty was myster¬ 
iously lost So was a dossier on the 
mahant The mahant’s henchmen are 
supposed to be active at every level 

The mahantdom was formed as a 
religious trust in 1932, the whole prop¬ 
erty being registered in the name of 
the trust Came the Land Reforms Act, 
and the abolition of zamtndari. The 
mahant held that the proper^ was 
personaL but lost the dam ip fbn lEw 




Court Even before the Supreme Court 
could decide the appeal, the Bihar 
government in the Fifties conceded 
the mahant’s claim to the property 
through a compromise deed When he 
was asked to surrender his land to the 
government undei the Land Reforms 
Act, he said he did not hold more than 
2S acres The mahant is said to have 
registered the rest ot the land under 
various names, thiough dubious trans 
actions When the Land Ceiling Act 


required him to surrender his surplus 
land to the government, it was found 
that one religious trust had multiplied 
into 17 different tiusts, each conse 
crated to some god or goddess leaving 
the mahant with little to surrender 
The Revenue Department continued 
legal pioteedings against the mahant, 
the latest case at the High Coui t is stilf 
undecided 

I he stiuggle against the mahant is 
gioising more lierct every dav Omi 


nous leaflets and wall writings are 
appealing in unlikely places The agi 
tators too have realised the follv of 
using force if they occupied some 
portions of the mahani’s land, it would 
be illegal What was needed was a 
legal transfer of land to the landless 
And the mahant was too clever and 
rich to allow that 


S P SAGAR, Bodh Gaya 


"We were planning a war" 


Vi{oy Kumar Hrankhal (35), an extremist leader in fbeTripura Upajati Juba Samiti (TUJS), and Jay Kumar 
Deb Barma {32). the 'butcher' of Mandai (Sunday June 15) in separata statements to the police and other 
authorities have admitted that plans were underway for an armed uprising to make Tripura a sovereign 
independent state. Hrankhal was arrested by police from his village at Ambassa on June 13. The 
following day Jay Kumar was arrested at Mandai. Both of them, however, claimed that they were initially 
reluctant to go in for any large scale violence but they were goaded into it by the more militant section In 
the inner war council of the TUJS, reports MANIK CHAKRABARTY from Agartala _ 


VIJOY 
HRANKHAL 

' was not in favoiii of an 
■ armed struggk with the 
I aim u t f n I m I n g a 
g soveieign independent 

_state of fiipura just now 

because I thought with our existing 
strength we woind not be able to wage 
such a struggle throughout the state 
At least one and a half yeais more 
would be required toi the preparation 
tor a full scale aimed snuggle We had 
formed the “Z" battalion of the Tribal 
National Volunteers (TNV) Only ‘>2 
recruits could come back from training 
at the Arankan training centre (in 
Burma) They are highly trained and 
are capable of carrying out successful 
ly any major operation Over the past 
four years we have been sending oui 
TNV recruits to the Arakan hill range 
Initially there was wastage of our 
man power Out of the 50 recruits sent 
there (initially) not even 10 survived 
There were frequent encounters with 
the Border Security Force, the Bang 
ladesh Rifles, and on some occasions 
with the Burmese Bordei Guards Scar 
city of food was a major problem all 
along the hazardous route I met Lai 
denga thrice in Delhi and he gave me a 
map showing the safest route to the 
Arakans Since then, with the help of 
the map our movement to and from 
the Arakans was comparatiyelv easy, 
although the route is highly inacces 
sible 

The recruitment of the TNV foice 
was done mainly by Oebabrata Kolot, 



the publicity secietai V ()l the 11! )*> (he 
was It tested at Pechaithal under 
Dliai maiiagar subdivision on 11 June), 
and ( luinilal Koioi and Siikhadayal 
famatia (they ate still at laige) The 
MNl dbo has a ‘/ ’ battalion and we 
wanted to loim out ‘ Z” battalion in 
the MNk pattern At the Arakan tiatn 
ing Ltntic the MNl and othei tubal 
iiisiiigents die also give n tiaining It is 
a vciv haul I aining 

On the stiaiegv lot aimed stiuggle 
tlieic weie diffeicnccs in the TUI's 
Icadeiship Thiee piomincnt factions 
emerged One faction wanted immedi 
ate action, the second—that of mine— 
warned one and a halt years’ tmt, 
and the thud wanted a twin 
stiategv—unde 1 ground activity such 
as aims training and arms budding 
duel overground demociatic coverup— 
so th.it armed action could be taken 
when the time matured We have near 
ly destioyed the CPI(M)s tribal base 
and it we could get one more vcat’s 
time we could have achieved oui aim 

On 8 August 1S79 the MNT and the 
TNV lointlv raided Amarpur town 
market in South Tripuia district We 
did not want to join the laid for fear of 
our contact with the MNP getting 
exposed But we weie compelled to 
participate in the raid under pressure 
of requirement of the MNF’s ration 
and cash We created tenor in Amai 

r nr (Chitta Saha, a businessman was 
died and the bazaar was looted and 
burned down ) Subsequently, the MNF 
and the TNV tointlv i aided a CRPF 
camp at Anandaba/ar tor capturing 
arms (Anandabazar is m North dis¬ 
trict ) 1 hequently visited Mizoram, 
Meghalaya and Nagaland and kept in 
touch with the leadeis there The 
missionaries were the first to bring the 
MNF and the TUJS in touch with each 
other (Hrankhal is an active member 
of the Evangelical Tree Church of 
India which became particularly ac 
tive in the region attei the visit to 
Kohma of the Ameiican evangelist Dr 


Billv Giaham in 1971 ) Out bazaar 
bovtoti horn 1 to 7 June this year, was 
an cxperimeiittil action to assess our 
stitngth I he boycott dtcision was 
uiianimouslv taken by the TUJS cen 
tidl committee Before (he boyiott the 
leaders held secret meetings at Man 
dai Biiidkhd, Chaitalbaii (in the West 
disiiKt), Killa Pitra and some other 
ditas (in the South district) 

1 also tried to meet the Bangladesh 
President Zia ur Rahman but could 
not meet him But I had had discus 
sioiis with spveidl othei leaders of 
Bangladesh 



JAYKUMAR 
DEB BARMA 


T one time I was an active 
worker of the CPI(M) But 
over the years I realised 
that the TUJS was the 

-only organisation which 

could do good to the tribals For the 
June operation, sectors were created 
for different aieas 1 was the sector 
commander of Mandai Dr Rabindra 
Deb Burma (a quack physician m the 
area), a member of the TUJS execu 
live committee, gav'e directions to us 
He always used to insist upon and 
incite us for direct action On 4 and 5 
June there were mans meetings Ini 
tially 1 had no plan to do the killings 
My intention was to terrorise and do 
laige scale arsonmg to drive out the 
Bengalis fiom Mandai But at our sec 
ret meetings voungei sections put 
pressuie on me to phvsicallv liquidate 
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what time can do to 
your money at 
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fur di t.nK Visit vtHir tKMrest 
DtNA BANK br.HK h 


SAMRUDDHI DEPOSIT 

- SCHEME 

Your sovincjs vjiov' nt .ii» antazmrj 
s spt’tvl jijs** voui inltit'st too 
S tarns int< f<*st 

RECURHIMG DEPOSIT 
SCHEME 

Turn viJin sniall nujnllUv savings 
into bicj futtifi* inv»'slni»-nts 

FIXED DEPOSITS 
Brilhant piO‘p* <■ *'• 
that you can 1 >‘B asnltj 

CASH CERTIFICATES 

A salt uivosltm-tB v\hi\h 
iniiltiptii s iiSL'It 


’TDENA BANK 

(A NalionrilisniJ Bank ) 

Central Odut* Maker Towers C 
Cuflo Parade. Bombay 400 C'OC) 


Dedicated to people's progress and prosperity 


HATAN HATH A, on r J 1 H 



Add life to your teeth 


Binaca Fluoride gives you protection against 
painful cavities and tooth decay It contains 
sodium monofluorophosphate the most 
effective fluoride compound which 
combines with enamel to strengthen teeth 
Its effect prevents the growth of decay 
causing germs 

Make sure to start young with Binaca Fluoride 
The longer you use it, the longer your 
teeth will 'live' 



Brush m extra toughness 
Arrest tooth decay with 

Binaca 

Fluoride 

ifidtr'^ first and for«'"T'j<:t fluoride tootii' 
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Dhanev prane^ martvy habey (We 
must destroy ’‘u-m physically and 
matciiallv) At (“u )f our secret meet 
mgs, Jiban Deb B i la, a police const 
able, also took pai m the delibera 
tions He was instnu ted at the meet 
ing to )oin us with his rille and bullets 
and accordingly he loincd in our nper 
«ation with his rifle and 'iO rounds of 
bullets 

On 5 and 6 June Buddh i Deb Bur 
ma, the president of the 1 UjS, and 
Shyatna Lharan Iripuri, the lUJSgen 
oral stcretaiv and an MLA, hi Id meet 
mgs in our aiea On 7 |utu I'l Raliin 
dra Deb Burm.i informed me that the 
centtal committee of the I U |S wanted 
us to stait the operation Immediately 
wt started large scale ai'oninp and 
terrorism We did not ha.e plans at 
that time for killing the Bengalis On 7 
)urie arsoning wa> started at Mandat 
in the atteinoon and by n idnight the 
entire at aa was n tluitd to a les I he 
vounger members with aims blocked 
the exus I’a \ic stricken people 
stai’ccl urniOL’ licltei skelter and 
gathered at the thana preintst s Con 
tiniioii^ leqtiests were being sent to 
the police headrjuarters at Aeartala 
lot icintoicemtnt lhe> were sending 
messages by wiieless to Agartala but I 
knew the police wouldn’t come (Bare 
hate laat diva khahai pathaithe hatu 
amt /ante polite aito naa 1 As people 
gathered iii small pi oops in ditfeomt 
places I ind a few others told them 
‘ Utai.a tipii 1 aishe am’a tomiare ate 

f I t « •' . i( T irMir 

1 111 o'lii Ui 111 lot sa c you 

. nyinoii ) Wc arc poii.p to send you in 
batches ilotig the load But before 


proceeding, you better give us all youi 
ornaments, cash and other valuables " 
We held an emergency secret meet 
ing after midnight At that meeting 
also 1 was against the killing of the 
people, but the younger and the ex 
tremist sections, including Bahadur 
Deb Burma, Dr Rabindra Deb Burma, 
Mangal Deb Burma, Baishakh Deb 
Buima, Renu Deb Burma and others 
insisted on killing the Bengalis Man 
gal Deb Burma and Baishakh Deb 
Burma, who mainly looted the cash 
and the ornaments, are panihayat set 
retaries, class Ill government em 
ployees (except for Bahadut all of 
them have been arrested) Once kill 
ing was decided upon we started send 
ing volleys of fire fiom our countiv 
made guns and arrows at the concen 
nations of Bengalis indiscriminately 
just to see if thev would show any sign 
of resistance It started at 0100 hours 
and continued upto 0200 hours Bv 
then the yelling and -wailings of a 
terrorised homeless people weie ex 
hausted The execution started shortly 
after 0300 hours and killings wcie 
completed by 0700 hours of 8 |une I 
also took part in the killing done bv 
several execution squads 1 honestly 
believe that all those whom we haye 
killed were innocent We concentrated 
more on killing the children and less 
on old people because the childr^pi are 
our future enemies While we did our 
job othei sector commanders did not 
do their assigned work Fven Agartala 
was untouched I am surprised how 
Agartala was spared More so, bc'caiise 
1 was told equal preparations had bee n 
ade III every sector 


Who runs 
the Congress (I) ? 

24, Akbar Road back in the limelight 


T he importance of Party headquar 
ters in Congress (I) politics has 
been restored With Sanjay Gandhi’s 
entry into politics in late 1975, the 
importance of the AICC office had 
receded Mrs Gandhi had let it be 
known that she had entrusted Party 
administration to hei politician son, 
and all Patty disputes used to be 
directly referred to her household, 
bypassing the AICC office The pn 
cess had stalled during the presi 
dentship of Mr Dev Kanta Baroo.ih n 
the undivided Congress and after the 
formation of the Congress (Indira) in 
Januaiy 1978, the only time Partymen 
were seen converging in large num 
bers at the AR c (I) office at 24, Akbar 
Road was on the eve of the Lok Sabha 
and Vidhan Sabha elections Then too, 
most of those gathered at the Patty 
office were those who were not fortun 
j>^.ite 1 noui h to h ne direct «tu ss to Mr 
M l\ C ' ' !• 1* '< did O it 


at 24, Akbar Road rose the day Mr 
Sanjay Gandhi stepped into it as a 
general secretary in the second week 
of June this year After the fatal 
aircrash of June 23, the office has 
acquired the old importance of the 
days before Mr Sanjay Gandhi In 
other words, the general secretaries 
have once again become important 
A division of work between the 
thr'e genor.il secretaries has been 
eti itrd by an office order, signed 
i<> i.t'v by Mr B R Dutt tlie adminis 
tiative officer of the AICC(I) office 
and Mr C S Kotnala, the joint office 
superintendent It may be recalled 
that at the time of resigning from the 
post of secretary general of the Party, 
one of the reasons cited bv Mr Hemva 
ti Nandan Bahuguna for his dissatis 
faction was that there was no official 
division of work among the All'C (I) 
officebearers Interestingly, the rjw 
order has not been signed eithci ov 
the Party President oi ' 

Ttiarv. the twii wlio cri , ....i,, , 


Congiess Constitution, sign such 
orders Neither the post of administra¬ 
tive officer nor that of joint office 
superintendent has any constitutional 
sanction in the Parry There is no 
office superintendent at present and 
seasoned Congressmen point this out 
to be a serious anomaly since the post 
IS the only peimanent one in the Party 
The office superintendent is supposed 
to be the custodian of all AICC proper¬ 
ty and in case of breakdown of the 
Party machinery, he is supposed to 
look after the work of the Party head¬ 
quarters till the election of a new team 
of office bearers Apparently, these 
minute details are no longer observed 
In the division of workload, the 
names of general secretaries have 
been listed in the following order 
Chaudhary Ram Sewak, Mr G K 
Moopanar and Mr Shyam Sundar 
Mohapatra In terms of poitfolios too, 
Chaudhary Ram Sewak has got the 
most important ones — Parliamentary 
botird, office administration, accounts, 
youth, scheduled castes and scheduled 
tribes and other backward classes, 
Congress Seva Dal and the minorities 
cell He will be in charge of the Party 
affairs of Orissa, Andhra Pradesh, 
Bihar, Delhi, Madhya Pradesh, 
Haryana, Ratasthan and Gujarat 
Mr G K Moopanar has been given 
charge of the organisation depart 
mcni, the working committee, 
women’s cell and Jawahar Bhawan 
(the proposed Party building) He will 
also be responsible for the AICC meet 
ings and the pltriarv session as well as 
all other conterenccs In terms of 
states, he has been given charge of 
Kerala, Maharashtra, Punjab, 
Himachal Pradesh, Jammu and Kash 
mir, Sikkim and Karknataka 

Mr Shyam Sundar Mohapatra has 
been given charge of the glamorous 
depaitment ot foreign lelations Be 
sides, he will look attei the labour cell, 
‘the kisan cell and the training and 
cadre building department He has 
also beep entrusted with the Hindi and 
Urdu language sections and autho 
1 ised to brief the Press He is responsi 
ble for the implementation of the 
manifesto and the economic program 
me of the Party Mr Mohapatra has 
been entrusted with the Party affairs 
of the sensitive state of Assam He will 
also look after the states of West 
Bengal, Uttai Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, 
Manipur, Meghalaya, Nagaland and 
Tripura None of the three general 
secretaries have been entrusted with 
the task of looking aftet the Party 
organisation in their home states Mis 
Gandhi has also taken into account the 
factional rivalries while allotting port 
folios That explains the reason why 
the impoitant youth dcpaitmtnt has 
not been given to Mr Mohapatia who 
belongs to the faction which is against 
the Indian Youtli Congiess (f) presi 
cic in Ml R mi C handi i Rath in Orissa 
politics 

nt • —- - , • 




UiHI in Iront i>t tht mnni 
tipal otficc 1)1 Naif'und, a 
taiuk hi idquaniMS in the 
DhaiHai distiul ol north 
Kariiat ik.i is a liust of 
Shnmant Bliaskaiaiao alias Baba 
saheb Bliaie vvho was a ptttv chief 
tain of the ana in the niiddit of the 
last centiiiv Ihe statue had been 
elected to piipituaie the mtinorv of 
the man who cliallenj’ed the infamous 
'Doctrine ot lapse’ in ISSH and heioic 
ally resisted thi advancing British 
troojis bt Ion hi was lelled by a bullet 
I olklore and legends have made the 
man lamous and haye also given use 
to the popular Naignnd Bandava' (Re 
voliitioii) 

On 21 [uly, history almost repeated 
Itself This time thete was no hetoic 
Balia>ahcb Bhave But there was the 
Malaprabha harmets’ (.o ordination 
Committee who had i ailed a handh for 
the abolition ot betterment levy, re 
due non in puces of agiictiltural inputs 
and loinpcnsation foi the land taken 
oier foi Ihe Malaprabha dam canals 

About 10,000 farmers of the Nar 
gund taluk gatheied in front of the 
tahsildar’s otfice around 11 TO am 
and demanded that Mi Vat nr close his 
office as his counterparts in the Naval 
gund and Saundatti taluks had done 
Ihe tahsildai ignored their pleas The 
ciowd giew restive And according to 
one veision Mr Varur trampled some 
farmers who had lard down in front of 
the otfice door to prevent him fioin 
entei mg That upset the already seeth 
ing crowd The small posse of police 
men who had tried to pi event the 
people from entering the tahsilclar's 
oftii e foimd they could not do any 
thing In an effort to quell the tury, 
sub inspector Akki fired a bullet 
which killed the young farmer from 
Chicknargund 

Ihe cry for a second ‘Nargund Ban 
daya’ went around The police resist 
ante alter that was minimal Tahsildar 
Varur was the immediate target of the 
mob He was severely beaten up and 
when this cortespondent v isited him in 
the Karnataka Medical College Hus 
pital in Hubli almost a week after the 
incident, he did not seem fit enough to 
talk 

Someone in the violent crowd iden 
tified sub inspector Akki as the man 
who had killed one of their kinsmen 
The police officer was lynched on the 
spot Another police officer who was 
injured in the stone throwing and 
sought medical aid in a dispensary 
nearby was hounded out and stoned to 
death There werfe three deaths in 
about TO cataclysmic minutes 

The tahsildar’s office was turned 
into a smoking inferno Land records 
and files were consigned to the bon 
fires that were made in every room of 
the building Not a sheet of paper is 
said to have been salvaged Two rooms 
of the office were stored with country 
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Ryots turn 
rioters 

ASHOK KAMATH went to 
Dharwar to find the cause 
of the 21 July violence 



Hast of hito'.kdno 




liquor tor distribution to retail outlets 
in (he taluk made things easier for the 
note! s 

In contrast, the Navalgund clash 
was not entirely between officials and 
farmers but between farmers and the 
local businessmen Certain sections of 
the population (allegedly belonging to 
the C ongress I) refused to listen to the 
I bandh call When the farmers’ proces- 
I Sion was going through the market 
_ minor skirmishes took place between 
S processionists and shopkeepers who 
I refused to pull down their shutters 
Later they were guided by the tahsil 
dar, Mr K D Biric, and the police to 
the precincts ot the tahsildar’s office , 
Woid soon spread that some of the 
tractors of the faimcis fiom nearby 
villages which were parked in the 
matket had been damaged by those 
opposing the bandh Mattel s reached a 
flashpoint The iiowd rushed from the 
tahsildar's iilfice to the market only to 
be giteted with a police lathichaige' 
and tear gas Police used guns when 
the situation got out ot control Basap 
pa Shivappa Hakkundi, a 22 year old 
youth was stiuck by a bullet and died 
on his way to the hospital 

Ihe death toll in the violence was 
high “But this may only he a haibin 
ger to the shape ot even more sei lous 
things to come if Ihe (lundu Ran 
government insists on pretending th.it 
j our demands aie not genuine and 
g without basts And it the govetnment 
^ does not come up quiiklv with a long 
r teim solution, the movement will 
; spread throughout Kainataka and ihai 
" will be something this governnicni (oi 
loi that mattei any govi inment) will 
find moie than a handtui ” said oni ot 
the leadcis ot the tanners’ movement 
III Hubli to tins 101 respondent Alinosi 
everyone m Naigund felt the lilood 
shed and the violence ot 21 )ulv lould 
have been avoided if all shopktipcis 
and business establishments had kipt 
their shutters down 

T he 21 lulv liandh was ovci the 
Mdlapidhha Irrigation pioiecf 
1 raditumally, the Nargund Naval 
gund, and Rontaluka taluks (in Dhai 
war district), Ramdurg and Saundatti 
taluks (in Belgaum district) and Bada 
mi taluk (in Bijapur district) have 
been semi and areas With scanty ram 
fall agriculture is a seasonal occupa 
non , . 

Drought IS a common feature of the 
region As a result there is a steady 
migration of labour to the prosperous 
neighbouring districts. The Malap- 
rabna irrigation project is one of the 
three ambitious irrigation projects 
conceived sometime in July 1957. The 
Malaprabha river is one of the tribu¬ 
taries of the Krishna river. Work otr 
the project began in October 1960 an V 
It may take a couple of years before iv 
IS completed. Till March 1980 mute 
than Rs tan crores have been spent m 






the bonfire of the files and records from the N^rgund tahsildar s office 


tin pioiett vvhith on papei at least 
toteis about 8S0 at res of land 
spit ad out of over three districts 
Dhaiwar Belgaum and Bijapui 

In successive elections -ruling Paitv 
politicians promised bounty to the 
I irmcts ol the area using the Malap 
rabha pioicct as tin ir caiiot But 20 
\iars after it all began it has not been 
^ablc to usliti in the (»reen Revolution 
To begin with no thought was given to 
tilt development ot the land ihiough 
wtllplannid Itvtlling and drainage 
As a It still wiitti trom tht cartals 
iinaiiiblv inundates the low lying 
lands The distribution of watei has 
been done in a hapha/aid mannei The 
inundated areas end up highly alka 
line and will be unfit lor cultivation in 
a few years 

I ho site ot the dam was a point of 
tontiovetsy Initiallv it was agieed 
that the dam would be located at 
Asoga in Belgaum district but as the 


ruling Party politicians from Dharwar 
had a powerful lobby, the dam was 
shifted to Manoli village in Saudatti 
taluk In the actual construction of the 
project, there was delav and mis 
appropiiation of funds which sue 
ceeded in inflating costs Tht lining 
and bedding of the field canals was so 
badly done that the canals were 
eroded Traditionally, tht farmers of 
the region giew lowar wheat and 
short staple cotton I hen with irriga 
tion facilities tame the introduction of 
Varalakshnii cotton—the long stapled 
variety The banks advanced loans for 
fettilisers, pesticides and seeds Irnga 
tion brought with it a total change in 
style and ethos of the farmers of the 
region 

Then suddenly the price of Vara 
lakshmi cotton fell from Rs 1,000 pet 
quintal in 1974 79 to Rs ISO And 
therein, the farmeis claim lies the 
rub 



A point which has been troubling 
the farmers is ‘betterment lew’—a tax 
charged, as the very name suggests 
for the betterment of land brought 
about by the government In other 
words, the government exacts a cer 
tain amount for enhancing the value of 
the land for bringing it under an 
irrigation project The levy charged is 
equal to one half of the difference 
between the market value of the land 
before it came under irrigation and 
after It is payable in 20 annual mstal 
ments and the maximum amount 
chargeable works out to about Rs 
1,500 per acre 

One of the crunal demands of the 
agitating farmers of the Mdlaprabha 
command area concerns the better 
ment levy Mr Pandu Reddy, a rvot 
from Navalgund taluk said there had 
been bungling at many levels First, 
the assessment of the market value of 
land Then the period from which the 
assessment was made Ihe irrigation 
department insists that it began giving 
water from 1974 "Giving us a two year 
period of grace, they have billed us 
from 1976 ’’ Fhere is discrepancy with 
regard to the aiea covered in actuality 
and the date of notification (or from 
when the ryots of the said areas are 
said to have begun benefiting from the 
irrigation water) Why should a farmer 
who has not been able to make use of 
the water because of the shortsighted 
ness of the planners or faulty canals, 
be made to pav for water he never 
received’ There arc many such rases 

The farmers who have been 
affected by the Malaprabha irrigation 
pioiect are united in their movement 
The response to the July 21 bandh in 
three taluks was almost total The 
leadership ot ihe movement however 
comes from ihc top minority ot big 
faimcrs Ms Renuka Viswanathan De 
puts Commissioner and executive 
head of Dharwar distiict was not 
wiong when she said “The movement 
IS mainly kulak organised and led by 
big landowners The medium and 
small farmers have joined the move 
ment because they have a lot at stake 
bv way of betterment levies, land 
development loans that have to be 
repaved, etc V N Halakatti, a Marx 
1 st, IS one of the conveners ot the 
Farmers' Coordination Committee 
Explaining his role in the movement, 
he said “We have to make a start And 
besides, don’t forget that the interests 
of the small and medium farmers are 
at stake Can’t deny that the leader 
ship of the movement comes from the 
big faimers, but people like us will 
have to be theie to look after iht 
interests of the smaller farmers An 
interesting impact ot the iirigation 
project on semi and areas has been 
the near extinction of feudal relations 
The large scale migration of labour to 
more prosperous districts has now en 
ded With irrigation facilities, there is 
a renewed demand foi labour and the 
existing structures have been des 
troyed to provide landless labour with 
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Sunday week 


Btglnnlng Auguil 24 

This wMk the Sun Mercury and Jupiter are conjoined in Leo Saturn alone 18 in Vjrgo Mars and Uranus are m Libra Neptune alone is In 
&orpio Kethu IS in Capricorri Venus in Gemini Rahu alone is m Cancer The moon will be moving through Aquarius Pisces and Aries 
from Capricorn _ 



maintained and also 
praised by your near and 


dear ones Vou will gain by an aasoola* 
tion or a secret matter Busineea and 
financial interests are well signified Pay 
attention to your work and take the 
advice of eiders seriously You might 
have to undertake a short journey Oood 
ditei 24 26 28 and 31 Lucky nutnbsn 
2 4 and 7 Fsvouribis dlreslloii South 


(T ^ - TAURUS (April 21 >- Miy 22) 

■<- Vou will gain through prop- 
“ erty matters or government 
communications or at least 
have the opportunity to do 
so But this week is less propitious for 
you than the last Business people 
should guard against every possible de¬ 
ception in transactions You are also 
advised to guard against possible dece 
ption in transactions Do not displease 
your employer or those in authority and 
postpone any plans for travel Good dates 
26 26 and 31 Lucky numbers 4 7 and 8 
Favourable directions West and North 

GEMINI (May 23 — June 21 ) 
, Your prospects are not 
^ ^ favourable for romance 

- J But steady progress will be 

made in your vocational or 
Dusmess front Your industry and mitia 
live will help you in forging ahead with 
your plans Be guided by your intuitions 
and do not be dismayed by obstacles An 
advancement or promotion will crown 
you this week A secret matter or letter 
might unnerve you but no cause for 
undue alarm Oood dstsi 24 25 27 and 
31 Lueky flufflbsri 3 6 and 9 Favourabis 
direstion South 

CANCER (June 22— July 22) 
disputes and major 
changes In matters of im- 
I portance this week Be 
content with siow progress 
and try to meet inevitable delays with tact 
and patience Check any extravagant 
tendencies There might be a sudden 
break m your businese or employment 
but It i^ill eventually be for the better 
(Sonotbd dismayed if you are laced 
with some severe ^competition in your 
private life Oood dstsi 26 28 and 31 
Lueky flufflbara i 3 and 6 Fsvoeribli 
diraetlon East 




LEO (July 23 — August 
22)Take care of your health 
as well as that of members 
of the family Do not let 
your domeatio or love affair 
interfare with your bualnaia or financial 
affairs A mixed grill Is your portion this 
week You will benefit through a social 
group or advice from elders A substan¬ 
tial gam through Inheritance is likely 
You will face considerable changes in ail 
fields You will make a steady progress 
although not a rapid one Love affairs are 
well signified Oood dsiss. 25 27 and 29 
Lucky numbers 3 7 and 9 Favourabis 
dirsetlon -South-east 

VIRGO (August 23 — 8sp- 
tsmbsr 22)Your enterprises 
will bear fruit this week 
You will meet with recogni 
tion and promotion you will 
face a sudden change which will ulti¬ 
mately enable you to consolidate your 
position and establish your life on a firm 
footing You will have a nice time with 
your family members Benefit through the 
advice of an elderly person is likely 
Good dilot 25 and 30 Lucky numbers 
6 and 7 Fovouroblo direction South 

(Soptombof 23 — 
October 22)Pay all your 
9 attantlon to your work this 
—week Take the advice of 
an elderly person This is a 
relatively uneventful week Do not hesi¬ 
tate to take risks Love and domestic 
affairs will bring In much happiness You 
may hava to go through a sudden 
change of place or job Quard 
againat mlaundtratanding with buiinaso 
parinara A short journey la iiktiy Good 
dilii 25 26 29 and 30 Luoky numbiri 
2 7 and 8 Fivourabli dirictlon North- 

SeORPIO (Oetobor 23 - 
Nevomktr 21)Exarclaa cau¬ 
tion In your daaiinga re¬ 
garding proptrty matters 
You art likely to fact acme 
opposition frorr) aldorly paopit but do not 
Iota your ifhtltnea eaptclally with your 
amployar Exptetad promotiona or trans¬ 
fers art going to bt dalayad Do not lose 
heart Let your intuition guide you and 
matt with crowning suocttt towards tht 
tnd of tht wttk Kttp tn tyt on your 
fintncti and do not Iridulgt In axtrava- 
ganciti Good datis; 28 28 and 30 Lueky 
Rumbon; 3.8 Fivoufibli dlrMtlORi Wni 




SAOIHARIUS (Novsmbir 22 
— Ooesmbtr 22)Try to keep 
your word and do not break 
any p'orniaoi made this 
week Exarciis caution 
with your parintr to maintain paaos ol 
mind Sorrow and disillusion 
.mant awaits you in your love affairs The 
time IS not favourabis lor smbarkmg on s 
new love affair or making matrimonial 
alllancts You will gam through specula¬ 
tion Keep an eye on your health 
Oood dstot 27 and 30 Lucjiy numbers 7 
and 9 Favourabis dirsetlon West 

CAPRICORN (Oscember 23 
— January 20)A very busy 
h vveek lies ahead of you 
Your efforts may not be 
totally successful Do not 
let that bother you The week wi i bring 
you much happiness on the domestic 
front Your iriends and family will 
be a source of happiness for the whole 
week Keep an eye on your health and on 
that of your family The time is favourable 
for love affairs and matrimonial alliances 
Good dates ^9 and 30 Luckv numbers 
3 and 5 Favourabis direction South 


^ OSEi 


AQUARIUS (January 21 - 
February 19)This week will 
bring m a lot of changes 
You may be transferred 
and there may be depart 
mental changes You are likely to gam 
through your employer and Iriends 
There Is going to be some steady prog 
ress in your business resulting in some 
financial improvement Women 
folk may be the source of soma snklety 
Good doloi 25 28 27 and 30 Lucky 
numbiri- 2 7 end 11 Favourabis dirtc- 
llon Wtst 

PISCES (February 20 - 
ytjj Mtreh 20)You art advised 
> to axarcisa tad and diiora- 
tlon In all your affairs Oon- 
cantrata onyou profasalon- 
al work and avoid conflicts with others 
You will be modarstaly tuccesaful In all 
your vanturaa Kaap an tya on your 
axpandituras The time la not good for 
carrying on leva affairs or matrimonial 
ailiancaa You might racatva a latter 
toward! the and of tht weak Do not put 
off writing a latter long ovarduf Oood 
dtin, 24.27,20 and 30 Luoky numbori 
3 5.8 and 8 Favouribfo dlrtotlon' North- 

B RAMAN 
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VARIET 



chess 


Ocargadn (Black) 



10 go wrong altar the datparado 3 P—N4 
It aaems that he can win brilliantly with 4 
RXNi and alter 4 NPxR or 4 PxN 
5 O—K5+ B—N2 6 P—B8 Rmatal but 
Black finds tha incredible pounter-atroka 

4 R—R8" deflecting the white queen 
from K5 so that alter S O x R NP x R the 
position IS quite unclear 

Again in the third variation 1 P—K6 
B X P 2 N—K5 subsequent analysis found 
the unlikely resource 2 N—0711 (instead 
of 2 NxN)3 Q—B1 N—B6+exchanging 
knights from a new angle Best play for 
White here would seem tot>a4 NxN QxN 

5 B—B5I trapping the poor queen again 
but alter 5 QxR 6 OxQ BxB 
7 HxRRxR8QxPR-K8i 9K-N? 
B X NP Black is not without possibilities to 
fight on 

Of course It may be poaalble to improve 
on or against Black s ‘Improvements Your 
move 

MICHAEL STEAN 
bridge 


Thnman (While) to move 

Your move 

For once I should like to concentrate not on 
a game but on a single position (see dia 
gram) on which you may, if you like test 
your analytical ability For this purpose I 
would advise you to set the position up on a 
board rather than try to tolve the problom 
directly Irom the diagram- it a not eaay I 
warn you 

The position arose in a game between Jan 
Timpian of Holland and the Soviet grand 
master Tomas Georgadze Timman (White 
to move) thought for a long time Obviously 
he has attacking chances against the black 
Ik king and even posslbllltlea to trap the 
enemy queen but for the moment his NKB3 
IS hanging and given a tempo Black will 
obtain very strong queenskfe counterplay 
with H- R5 attacking the QNP In the 
event Timman chose 1 N—R4 threatening 
to obtain a strong attack with 2 P—KR3, 
Q—N4 3 N—B3 Q—K2 4 P—K6I but 
Black forestalled thia idea with 1... O—fMI 
and alter 2. I4,-B3, O —N$, the game was 
drawn by repetition of moves 

The aiternabve attempt to expel the 
annoying black queen is 1 K—N2 R—R5 

2 P—KR3 but this fails to 2 Q x N«< 

3 KxQ N— Q7+ and tha endgame is cer 
tainly not worse for Bleck 

So the problem is Can White s play be 
improved and if so how? 

The solution was found by Korchnoi In 
less than five minutes without sight of a 
> chessboard It runs 

j 1 P—Ktlf Simultaneously a piece sacrifice 
p, and a pawn offer The idea is to clear tha KS 
aquare Black has three possible replies 
To take the piece 1...Q IN, 2. Pap, R *!)-•■ 
3 QxR Now Black is dsfsncetass against 
tha terrible treats of 4 N—N64 and4SxN 
1 PxP. This offers little resistance White 
carries out his plan with 3: B x N, NP x B, 3. 
H—KS leaving tha black quean with only 
one fatal square 3 O—B4; 4.0 x Q, P x Q; 

S N(KS)-NSt and 6 RxR 
The most tasting is 1. . . 8 x P when Kor¬ 
chnoi s extraordinary idea Is revaaled 2. 
H—KSI (Not 2 BxN. NPxa.3 M-K5 as In 
(b) because 3 CF—B4 is now quite safe) 

2. Nx Ni 3. RxN and the bleck queen IS 
losti The threat Is B—K2 and even given a 
frea move ^ poor damsel cannot escape 
for If 3. -. O—M; pinning the blsh^ White 
repflM 4. a-N3 and the threat of 
&—K 2 if sitll unstoppable 

Very nice, but noting in chess is aver as 
]|rsimple at a) (iret sight (in this context I uae 
the word simple lo^ly) For example in the 
hrsi variation 1 P^6^ QxN 2 PxP 
RxR'f 3 OxR It IS stilt possibie for White 


SUPPOSE you weif to finish in Six Hearts 
isn the deal below which at least is better 
than Six Diamonds do you think you could 
make it alter a diamond lead'’ 


Dealer South Love all 


* K to 8 3 
V 7 6 4 2 

• 3 

4k 9 7 5 3 


« J 7 4 
» Q 8 

♦ J 7 5 2 

* K O J 4 

N 

W E 

S 

4i 9 

V A K J 10 9 
S A O 6 4 
« A 10 8 


4k A Q 6 S 2 
V 5 3 
♦ K 10 9 8 
*62 


Obviously a spade lead beats Six Hparl< 
but West led a diamond to the 8 and Oui en 


It may look as though Fast can avoid a 
throw in by unblor king in spades but that 
IS not so South must play four rounds of 
trumps not live then three rounds of i tubs 
arriving al this position with the le id n 
dummy ^ ^ 

V 

S J 7 S 

4k K 


4k K 10 8 3 

V 

S 

4k 9 


N 

W E 
S 


4k A O 

V - 

♦ K 10 9 


4k 9 
V 10 
« A 6 4 

4k 

East may throw the Ace of spades on the 
last < tub but it doesn t help hue South 
dis< ards 4k 9 ruffs a spade and exits W'th a 
low diamond 


SOUND INSTRUCTION 

All the elements in this book from what 
ever Ihe aspect ol declarer play under dis 
cussion have been inlentionally geared to 
rationalisation and step by step analysis 
Tiiigid as you see this sentence from the 
final paragraph ol Bridge from Avorage ta 
Expert by Barry Seabrook (Batsford CS 95) 
Some good hands and sound instruction 
but you have to do a bit ol wading through. 
The Gohfan Kfncfples of Dummy Play 
by Jeremy Flint and Freddie North are set 
out not in a book but on Jumbo cards 
Allractively printed they will be very handy 
lor teachers A sal of 52 each containing a 
prgblem can be ordeted from Zephyr 
House 17 Wigmore Street London W1 lor 
C4 post paid 


TERENCE REESE 


stamps 



In 191? Charles Burrows head of a Clove 
land Ofito firm of sfattoneis and book 
sellers beqa^n a campaign to reduce Ihn 
inland letter po tagc in the United States 
from ? rents (about one old penny) to 1 
cent His mam argument was that cheap 
ind trashy magazines on which the post 
age was only 1 cent per lb should be made 
to pay a more economical rate of postage so 
lhat the tetter postage could be halved 
Burrows founded an organisation the 
National One Cent letter Association and 
issued stamp like labels to publicise his 
views He gave up the struggle and dis 
banded the assoc lattoo m 19?S but exam 
pies of his labels tor a lost cause are stilt 
occasionally found tO old stamp coller tions 
Their design i$ faintly reminiscent nl (on 
temporary Biitish penny stamp*; but >t has 
an American mail bag instead ol the portrait 
ol King Geoige V in Ihe central medalliOn 

C W HILL 


quiz 

QuisrtONS 

1 In Ihe 1978 Federation Cup the 
Wimbledon champions Kenny Reid and 
Wendy Rabbil Turnbull lost to the US 
team Who were in the US team? 

2 A couplet refers to two successive 
rhyming lines what does a triolet mean? 

3 Akira Kurosawa is known to have 
directed a number o( films like the Seven 
Samurai A Fistful ol Dollars and so on 
What was the first film ever directed by 
him? 

4 While Ihe term coranto is the name 
applied to periodicals and news pam 
phlets issued during 1621 and 1641 
what does coronach mean? 

6 Apart from Thomas Mann to whom 
would you attribute Doctor Faust? 

6 The first American version ot Dos 
toyevskys Crime and Punishment 
was filmed in 1935 Who was its director? 
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VARIEF 


this India 



UJJAIN. A campaign to grow large 
“shika choti” (hair tuft on head) has 
been launched by the Alt India 
Shikha Prachar Samiti which claims 
to have the support of all the four 
Shankaracharyas and Karpatri 
Maharaj The Samiti in a pamphlet 
said if people could feel proud of 
their laige beard, long moustaches, 
nails and hair why they should be shy 
of sporting a “shikha choti”—the 
symbol of Indian culture It said that 
the “shikha” lenthens life, sharpens 
the biain and has several other 
advantages listed by scientists Victor 
Comer, Ur Gilord Tamson ai)d Ur 
Autboling —The Hindustan Times 
(Somanchi Suresh, New Delhi) 

NEW DELHI A suggestion was made 
in the Rajya Sabha that in view of a 
large number of women members at 
least one of them should be nomin¬ 
ated on the panel of Deputy Chair¬ 
men Welcoming It as “a very good 
suggestion” amid laughter, Chair¬ 
man M Hidayatullah told Mr N P 
Nanda (Cong-U) “I hope you have an 
idea of their age and looks also ” 
There are more than 25 women mem¬ 
bers in the House —Indian Express 
(D Thanikachalani, Madras) 
BOMBAY Believe it or not, God 
Vithoba of Pandharpur and his con 
sort Rakhumai have a ration card on 
which rations are drawn regularly 
Ml, Shalini Patil, minister for re¬ 
venue, disclosed this during her rep¬ 
ly to the debate on her department’s 
demands for grants, in the assembly 
yesterday (25 July) She said this in 
the context of raising the revenue 
department’s annual grant to the 
Pandharpur temple, from Rs 3,000 to 
Rs 10,000 She said she was aware 
that even Rs 10,000 was not suffi 
cient for the pujas “but then I would 
like to tell the honourable members 
that gods have a ration card” The 
Times of India (Abhay Kumar Bajaj, 
Jabalpur) 

CHAIBASA Fur alleged corrupt 
practices two block development 
officers (BDO) found themselves in a 
strange predicament—they were 
made to parade with their garments 
off. The incident occurred at Jagan 
nathpur, 45 km from here on July lb 
when gathered before the block de¬ 
velopment office protesting against 


Mustiation/Ahi Bhusan Malik 

an 


pn'« rs 30 for the entry giveri first 


the officers’ “corrupt practices in 
issuing caste certificates and pay¬ 
ment of scholarship money to stu¬ 
dents”, delayed police reports said 
The reports said that a few among 
the demonstrators caught hold of the 
arguing officer and stripped him off 
his clothes The BDO of Noamundi 
who was there at the time met the 
same fate at the hands of the demon¬ 
strators when he tried to intervene 
Both were later made to parade 
along the roads for a tew hours till 
the police rescued them, reports 
said —The Indian Express (Aflatoon 
Desai, Varanasi) 

BHdPAL- A girl who never passed 
her B A examination was reportedly 
eniolled by Ravi Shankar University 
at Raipur from where she subse¬ 
quently passed her M A and B Ed 
examinations On the basis of a mig¬ 
ration certificate issued by Agra Uni¬ 
versity in 1971-72, the girl was admit¬ 
ted to a college affiliated to the 
University She also got a job After 
doing her M A, the girl enrolled 
herself as a research scholar and 
started preparations for a Ph.D de¬ 
gree In the meantime doubts were 
raised about her migration certifi¬ 
cate Ravi SHankar University wrote 
to Agra University together with a 
photostat copy of the certificate 
Agra University has flatly denied 
having issued such a certificate 
saying no such girl had ever 
appeared in the BA examination of 
that university —Hindustan Times 
(SP Bakshi, Patiala) 
CHICKBALliAPUR Who is the Chief 
Minister of Karnataka^ Who else but 
Mrs Indira Ganilhi Who is the Presi¬ 
dent of India’ Mr V V Gin Tiger 
Tippu was a Madrasi The coffee 
growing area in Karnataka is—hold 
your breath—Russia Cauvery is the 
river of Egypt and Ganga and 
Brahmaputra are both Indian rivers 
The teacher trainees offered these 
gems of knowledge to the interview 
committee at Chickballapur recent¬ 
ly. Their knowledge of men and mat¬ 
ters knew no geographical distinc¬ 
tions and had no parochial overtones 
TTie Stale had 11 districts, according 
to one teacher-trainee —Indian Ex¬ 
press (PV Sivakumar, Hyderabad) 
MADRAS A villager from Pulivai, N 
Somasiindaram, began a fast imto 
death in front of the American Con¬ 
sulate today, demanding a settle 
ment of the hostage issue without 
consulting Iran It is learnt that he 
.sent letters to various dignitaries in 
the world urging settlement of the 
issue This IS tne 19th lime that 
Somasundaram is observing a fast 
unto death—Indian Express (Bhava- 
ni Sankaran, Poona) 


Without comment 


STOP these shameless activities of 
pulling down Mr A. R. Antulay just 
because he is a Muslim—S. B. Cha- 
wan, the former Chief Minister of 
Maharashtra 

A VIABLE national alternative 
should grow and it should not be 
created. Otherwise, the alternative 
will also fail like the Janata Party— 

H N Bahuguna, the former Union 
Minister 

WHERE should we go? To Bihar, or 
to Assam’—West Bengal Chief 
Minister Jyoti Basu in reply to Ajit i, 
Panja’s “CPI(M) quit Bengal” cal! 

(THE merger of the three Parties— 
the Janata, the Lok Dal and Con- 
gress(U)) IS a political hallucina 
tion of frustrated leaders—Sub- 
ramaniam Swamy, MP and general' 
secretary of the Bharatiya Janata 
Party 

I CAUTIONED him (Raj Narain) j 
against speaking about our re- • 
lationship in mythological terms 
Yet he persisted—Charan Singh 

IF the cooperation sought is for his 
(Channa Reddy’s) continuance as 
leader of the Congress(lj legisla 
ture Party, the question does not 
arise. If it is for a smooth changeov¬ 
er of leadership, he will have one 
hundred per cent cooperation—G. 
Raja Ram, Andhra Pradesh, Fi¬ 
nance Minister 

“REACTIONARY, authoritarian 
and foreign-inspired philosophy of 
the Marxists should be wiped 
out”—C. M. Stephen 


THE incident (lathi-charge on the 
procession of the blind on 16 
March) unfortunately reflects a set¬ 
tled conviction that our police habi • 
tually deal with each and every 
issue indiscriminately in their tra- ^ji 
ditional unfriendly way—Enquiry 
commission report 

IF Charan Singh can prove they 
weren’t dacoits; I’m ready to be 
shot If otherwise Chowdhury 
Saheb must be killed—D. P. Gaur, 
officer-in-iharge, Baghpat police 
staion, on the killing of Maya 
Tyagi’s husband and two others, 
quoted in New Delhi 


I DON’T respect Vanessa Red¬ 
grave’s causes. I think she is a racist 
and she proclaims that. Jane Fonda 
too 1 think, has bound herself ly,v J 


\\M\M M. (iiiiin., iiaa t/vuiiu ueiiMSK 

being too politically tied up...-^Li^ 
Ullman i 






mE&mm 


Oirf(i©IM!S)K)' 






PON'T 60 NEAR LUCV TOPAV 
5W£’6 IN ONE OF HER SUPER 
CRAB0V M00P6 






WHEN SHE 5 LIRE TH'S, EV'ERVBOP'*' 
5H0ULP S£ UARNEP TO STA'f' 
AUIAV FROM HER 








Sudarsan 
Group of Hotels 
Programmed 
to luxury 


An aimosphera ol elegance 
end comfort catering to the 
most discerning customers 
I Service with just that extra 
personal touch that makes it 
exclusive Programmed to 
your every need 

• Centrally air conditioned 

• Spacious wall appointed 
roome A auitas 

• International gourmet 
raetaurants 

a Exchisiva Chinese 
restaurant at Madfss A 
Vsgstarisn raatsurant 
at Bangalors 



^udsflts an 

Montieth Road 
Madras 800 OOt 
Phone 817061 Talax 7453 


s Permit room at Madras 
Mustang Bar and round 
ths clock Coffee Shop 
at Bangalore 

• Swimming Pool A Haalth 
Club with sauna at Madras 

• Confaranca room A 
convantion hail to seat 
4S0 at both places 


I Instant rmarvation ~ 

812061 

Madras 

230890 231061 

Bombay 

5326S 

Bangalora 

66 4062 

New OaHti 

263887 

Calcutta 


puMwan 

E4Sri4€ST 

Rusiduocy Road 
BangalofU SCO 025 
Phono 53255 Tetax 567 
* VIIRI VVOfllO Wtrn MAXI comforts luxury within vOUR R(*CM 
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SOME PART Y 

A Party level visit by a high- 
powered delegaiion of the Workers’ 
Party of North Korea at the invita¬ 
tion of the Congress (1) has left the 
protocol division of (he External 
Affairs Ministry gasping The North 
Korean leaders, who were in India 
tiom 2.1 July to 1 August, were 
given the kind of VIP treatment 
which would be the envy of even a 
visiting head of state Almost every 
day during their stay in New Delhi, 
the delegation was hosted at lun¬ 
ches and dinners by Union Mims 
ters, and the Prime Minister met 
them over tea and held exclusive 
discussions with the leader of the 
delegation Among the Ministers 
who hosted the delegation were 
Biita Singh (Shipping and Trans¬ 
put t) at the Janpath hotel, Magan- 
bhai Baiot (Deputy Finance Minis¬ 
ter), P Thungon (Deputy Minister 
for Supply and Rehabilitation) at 
the Oberoi Intercontinental, 
P (' Sethi (Works and Housing),Va- 


sant Sathe (Information and Broad¬ 
casting), R V.Swaminathan (State 
Minister for Agriculture), A. P. 
Sharma (Tourism and Civil Avia¬ 
tion), Bhishma Narain Singh (Par¬ 
liamentary Affairs), Charanjit Cha- 
nana (Industry), Veerendra Patil 
(Petroleum and Chemicals) at the 
Tajmahal hotel, and P Venkatasub- 
biah (State Home Minister) and 
Pranab Mukherjee (Commerce and 
Steel and Mines) at the Maurya 
Sheraton hotel. One non-VIP who 
hosted the delegation over dinner 
was Mrs Goody Oberoi, of the Ober 
oi Hotels, who does not have any 
known official position in the Con¬ 
gress (I) Party. Apparently the 
Ministers acted as hosts because 
some wise person in the AICC(I) 
office thou^t that it would save 
the Party a lot of expenditure. But 
the protocol division officials were 
left wonderii'g what they would do 
if in future the programme of this 
Party level delegation is cited as a 
precedent and similar treatment 
expected for every visiting group of 
equal standing 



NOT TO BE 
TRUS TED?_ 

THE members of Mrs Gandhi’s 
council of Ministers are prohibited 
from meeting diplomats ^without 
the prior approval of the protocol 
and the co-ordination divisions of 
the External Affairs Ministry A 
note was circulated by the Prime 
Minister among her colleagues a 
few months back requesting them 
to desist from meeting members of 
the foreign missions in New Delhi 
unless the subject matter was 
cleared with the External Affairs 
authorities The main motive be¬ 
hind this move is said to be the 
apprehension that the government 
may be embarrassed in case some 
Minister committed something to a 
diplomat which was not consistent 
with the government’s foreign 
policy. 

AGING Y OUTHS 

MANY heads in the Youth Con¬ 
gress (I) mdy roll soon if a recent 
circular regarding the age require¬ 
ment of the organisation’s members 
is seriously implemented. Vinod 
Sharma, general secretary, has said 
in the circular, addressed to all the 
state presidents and national coun¬ 
cil members, that the age-Iimit of 
35 years has to be strictly observed 
and has asked for the age certifi¬ 
cate of all the state and district- 
level office-bearers 

TRUE HE|¥ 

_j_ 

AT least in one case, Sanjay Gan¬ 
dhi’s widow has decided to pursue a 
matter initiated by her husband 
She has filed a petition before the 
Lucknow bench of the Allahabad 
High Court requesting that she be 
allowed to continue a criminal revi¬ 
sion petition filed by her deceased 
husband against an order of Mr V 
O. Kesari, additional chief judicial 
magistrate, Lucknow Mr Kesari 
had cancelled the personal bond of 
Sanj'ay Gandhi and fined him Rs 
5,000 for not appearing at the hear¬ 
ing of the liquor dealers* detention 
case. Maneka Gandhi has stated in 
her petition that since she has in¬ 
herited Sanjay Gandhi’s estate, she 
IS now awieved by the penalty 
imposed by Mr Kesari. 

0. E. NIZAMUDOIN 
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Any 3 LPs for Rs 106^f rom a 
f abutous HMV selection of 81 LPs 
by ten of the greatest artistes 


of our times!! 








Here it comes—HMV's grand 
parade of stars I 

The best of Lata Mangeshkar, Asha 
Bhosle, Kishore Kumar, Mukesh, 

Manna Dey, Mohd Rafi, Hemant Kumar, 
Talat Mahmood, Vani Jairam and 
Mahendra Kapoor. A unique selection 
of 81 HMV LPs including 3 new 
releases covering Hindi film compilations, 
geets, ghazals. devotional music, live 
concert recordings, Rabindra Sangeet 
and modern songs. 


( 7 ^ 

Pick any 3 LPs from this 
«(<^lt^^fantastic range for Rs 106— 
and save Rs 221 


Offer open at 
HMV dealers 


♦Plus taxes 


His Master’s Voice 

Great artistes. Great music 


GC 3840 



THMJKERSEY BRIDGES THE GENERKTION Gf^P 


Regd No WB/CC;256 TN/MS(C)/376 


Sunday Weakly 17 August 19 









The Mystery of 
Mehru's Birthplace 

















Remember when you had a toothache and 
grandma made it better with Clove Oil? 
Your dentist uses it even today! 


HERE’S ^ 

«®Proinise 


the unique toothpaste 
with time-tested Clove Oil 



Healthier teeth and gums, fresher breath. 
That^s apromise. 

"Ask your dealer about the special 
promise offer" 







VOLUME 8 
ISSUE 3 
RUPEE ONE 

AN ANANDA BAZAR PUBLICATION 



August 31, 1980 






Nehru s birthplace has been defiled It is now a den of 
prostitutes—complain two MPs Sunday investigated and found 
that the house where free India s first Prime Minister was born 
had long been demolished And there is mo'e to the apparent 
concern tor what should be a national shrine than meets the 
eye Page 8 


Arun Shourie executive editor of the Indian Express is under 
notice for breach of privilege and contempt of the Lok Sabha lor 
his article in the paper A Furoie a Day which dealt with turbulent 
scenes in the House We publish the full text of his reply to the 
Speaker in response to the notice Page 1B 
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Uncrowned King 

U 1l\M M MAR (‘A ItMend sjv-, 
goodb\t» i \ugustt was the w 
nownfd king <if Bengali fdmdori VVirli 
his doparlurt tht Bt ngah him indu tis > 
orphaned To think ot tmding • ail) i 
lute for him is to hupt a; nn i hopi 
Dtbjshi-ih Kdi Vanii/ii/ Orissi 

THh mimbii of ptoplt wlio f,jtht.r(.d it 
Uttam Kumat s ann-'t> il li >a t lo hid 
him a last t irt wi II is niiimagin ibit lb 
was Risen a kings giodbsL inmv m i 
and wointn wi t stfowitiingn pobln 
as though otni tio'c iilitwi i 'm s 
had died 

Maya Bom (akiiiii 

VTIAM Kl MAR uill iciiiam aloe f n 
ev< I in ih< ht ms of millions ot Bi nraiis 
for hi siipfrb ittitiR The lovimmciii 
should pri stivL his mt morv by <-in fnf 
his Stalin rtVi I'-din prizi s m his name ot 
renaminj, i soifi ifttr linn 
Deh.ihtata s</u n; 11 /7o » /> 

The lasSt bmae 

T his mfe s l I< 11 ki u I i All 
Rust) bv S I li 1 K fi i ludliJi-v lot 
thertiord I><ould isi t <(-it it sit' in 
MateniLius Mt Ho m i itiui v w tli it 
Uttam KumII aiti mil 1 i i i o itn 
on the night III 1 ) ' '■! i k i , jt i 
there coinplaim o ■ i < lu t 

He stales ihat ilu j ir r ' i n 

celebratt I itan' Kumat pi ' i t i 
flat in the san e build ig h is i 
correut The tiuih of ’Int no ft is i 
follows 

It was I who had regaint d possessn i 
yf aflat after years Iwasrpoyiii,,int( ii 
flat that d ly, 21 July When Hti on ht. i < 
the news, it w. s he wf > in i tto i, i 
private house w inning party 1 did not 
want to host a party that night ..mpiv 
because my flat was absolutely bare— 


Wt HAVf sttn many photographs of 
L ttani Kumat but never one so beautiful 
as the tover pittuie ot Sunday 
Pmnendn Clw^h I aiika Ghosh and 
Ashis Ghosh < ihuttd 

IHl optii.ny paragraph of Ltlatn to 
Surhitia I’ut your hand on mv fon 
head’ tl August) says Lttam Kumai s 
fir'l ri al hit was Bosti Patnar in wh'ch 
Suthitij Sin acted with him This is 
sviong Ih« itirfsses in Bosu Patiiat 
wen Bam Ganfiili Sabitii Chatteriti 
Supnva Bandhopadhyav mow Chow 
dhury I and Rekha C n u topadh viaj 
Sill hitia Stn did not have inv lole in the 
film 

Madan (,hosh, Burdnjn 

IN HI R iiltttview to S Urtntla Ma|um 
da! on page l‘f (1 August> Ms Supnya 
C howdhurv says that Uttam Kumat ‘ als i 
w. lued to write an auti biography But I 
hail already read i hoik published in 
Calcutta which I tr n Kumar v.rote in 
)‘J71 72 tailed Inn Ihe book 

ill iribes his early Idi, before enuiing 
tilne and the diflieultus hi initially 
t led and lati r oyitiaine wiiii cm out 
ageineni t''on) Ins nioiher and wiii I do 
not know whether the book is still as ail 
ibli in ( aleulia 
' u 1 h Aihatjte Sen Delhi 
Am. t Ann iprut dat K<s 7) w is iv t. n by 
a phi sr niitf r loin/a/.gi /■''■ id ( hosh 
Old IS aiailahle tram Di y s hnhlishi 4 
it IB Mahatma t,wdhi Hna / ( alciitia 
/00'I09 tditoc 

Sl-'ABRAIA (.ll'lA 111 A star pti 
till in. Ill il Aiigu-.r) dll not pitimon 
that f ttam Kumar had loniposed musii 
li.i the film Kaa/fu/ni Aft v.t 1 vvt 11 ihi 
iiiiig Jai I hole )ai iro*n tint lilin s ill 
tings in mv oais 
(.hail tan Bhattieliarya ( alciitta 

MR Cl PIA did not in ntion I t'ain 
kainar iptrb peiloi inani i .n Sa iv.i./n 
Bill inad> in 'ht .rlv 'eve'll'ri i 
yvliieh he aeied opuiiiitt Sup'iya t 
tlhiiry 

\ajaan Kumat Bhattathari ? Dihi > ih 

I nere yyas no food now ate* lostrvan , 
iithing When I ttam suggi sttd i par'y 

I ittempied to di suade him tor the'f 
iiasons Mv old hiend was, howtvti 
adamant He said he would supply t r\ 
fh.ng necessdiy for the pariv from his 
house 

He arris ed at iny 1> it a' ibout *) Kl pni 
anil Ins servant Bansi and hi daughifi 
I nn 1 fie had brought with him tood, 

II tkirv. napkins, waitr bottles ite 
) I'sts and everything that wa. needed 
1 II the party The party wa. a lelaxed 

I f.i r >oma was there throughout At no 

I I n did Uttam complain of an. kind of 
p nil or discomfort When he left my flat 
11 alioui 1 am with his daughter Soma 
Old St tv ml, he was hale and heat tv, in a 
very ood mood 1 here was absolute ly no 
■ iitiicuioii of any discomfort These are 
the facts of that last fateful night 
Debesh Ghosh, BombaiAt, 


Great actor, too 

S AIYAIII RAY’S lommeni about 
Ciegory Heck in “The Nayak” (T 
August) IS not fair Ot course, Mr Ray has 
studii d Uttam Kumar very well But if 
Cugorv Peck is not an actor in the real 
sense how could he impress millions of 
his 1 ans the woi Id over•» Let me name one 
film in which ht acted extremely well — 
lo Kill a Motkinp Bird I ven if none of 
Ins oihi r films is taken into account 
Peik iminortdhseJ himself by his per 
toimance in that film 
Atriii.iv 1 Sen (>ijpta Cakutta 


Not! 

O CR organisation is a registered soeic 
ty WOI king in the field of family 
plannmg’fwith particular emphasis and 
toiKtrii for unwanted pregnancy and the 
ft mbte bid! kstreet’ pracine that exists 
tor It 01 non) We have opened tliniis 
whith providi a seivice to the tominun 
ity and ou>" aims are founded on genuine 
eharit<ible {iintiples 

A neint rpoii in your maga/ine 
(“flow mtn exoloit, abuse women” 27 
July by Saurni'r.i Banerjee) has caused 
toreiderablfc embarrassment to our 
oigamsaiHin .int' the purpose of this 
letter IS to point out that the statement 
attribuied to oar organisation is untrue 
and b.csekss le ‘two million women 
raped ui India” Ibis is a subject about 
which our lety has no knowledge and I 
repeat neither the writer nor any repte 
senfative of our Soeiety has evei made 
any suth statement May 1 respectfully 
suggest that alleged and volatile pro 
nouncements should be cheeked with the 
.oiirte before committing them indelibly 
to print It would be appropriate for 
V lilt magaune to correct this error 
Peter Lawton, Executive Member, The 
Mane Stojies Society, New Delhi 


S. umiira Banerjee repliei What in 
/..tf / have said is that ZaiJ Singh in 
Parliament denied a figure relating to 
rape cases in India which Mr Peter 
Lgwton had reportedly issued I, in 
fact, had taken both the figure as well 
as the name of the person who had 
issued It from the Rajya Sabha pro 
ceedwgs of 30 6 80 from a speech 
made by LadJi Mohan Nigam, MP f 
quote Mr Nigam “Before I say any¬ 
thing, / would like to draw the atten 
rnin of the Home Minister to Times of 
India dated 29 (June) I think that a 
more shameful thing has not been 
published m India ever before The 
Item IS datelined Amritsar and dated 
28 (June) It IS stated here that 20 
lakh women are raped in India every 
year It is also shameful that this 
figure has been issued not by an 
Indian but by a foreigner, whose 
name is Peter Lawton of the Mane 
Slopes Society When newspapermen 
asked him what the basis of His figure 
was he said pobce statistics ” Subse 
quently, Zail Singh had denied this 
figure 
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Friends, honestly 

T his rtfeis lo “llic thuith and iht 
tnbah ’ (I"; Juncl Ytiu mtntioned on 
page 29 that this organis ition aho ht^lps 
the Tripura Baptist Union N our refer 
ence m tbi lonitxt is t<tnm 'v mail 
Clous and nditukuslv fat feiihid 1 feel 
compelled to dt iw vour alitniuin n the 
fact that as lai a* the uUitim to ilu-. 
organt'Jlion is eonti in d vour siati 
le'ii IS iipht but I fnmlv deny anv 
•'1 I lelwitn this org ini'ition 
and 1 1 ibti tlandi tint ti n ipo i^i UO 
lihr the < 1 aflitin that i i hu n tri ta 

nan (hnsiiiu otgnisatan we ha/i 
been helping people in Itipuia ihioii^h 
the Iiipu 1 llipti I 1 I' I IBI ) lor 
your (e I bit i t lu t i, e \( u luitiur 
dt tails 

<) t I' ( 1 It witn lui IRU is 111 

assistiiif, I hild 111 'htii 111 til r \gi‘i 
tall I hit liosCt,! I II igi'! tiiti luii by 
IBU but till eh b u\) I III ItiietUed 
.art not ill (lui iiu ib it i e many 
who are lot t In sc i i tiu y ue ilso 
ht !ped vsi'b t itp i toiiitd'/ sub'idy 
Wi help ‘ I'o d' e t r tht ii lood 
ilothiiig II 111 I'l I It e' bitty 

iiionih wc I t 1 1 tin I I t )( ounts 

from thf li Ill till' itp t and ivtiv 
\t It wt get 1 It SI til 1 i( nf ot 

atiounts audit db i hiitti a ateoun 
rant I his list init ht i i < iiJtr land 
the lian u t oi iiii i i i c i tt )' llieui 

With 11 1 hi t I n I in sd It 

liti lae piogr iiniiit Hi il o 1 u isithti* 
no t'lo il t ( vi.-t At t* ( 0 I I ihi te lit 
about |*fll) .idiillt who i m hi nef-’ed 
tiom lilt involitmtnt \ i know 'hi 
tribals, and In lhitmiti>i 'tu pmple 
in India 1 it iit iii u^'t i« Il ' idiiia 
Hon Hint * i‘ 1 'vui t i tf'trfd 

Middleman'i. 

economy 

T H ANKh 1 t the new i li ui o < t teono 
mies l> I’l Stibrainu.ii.iin 'wamy i t 
August), the 'loll. It dir ht i abjO 
luteK righi saying tb u vt ‘ idians 
think eit rt ji.utn a 1 i , .gt in 

whieh we <irpue ysna o ii su* j wUa Our 
teoneimy works not i ' ht 11 hi 1 < nf the 
masses but tor tht b n i' < i up of 
bureaucrats who ust 1 his as 

their rubber stamp I’uta nndcis 

must develop e imoinit to i ntss, 
and Dt Swamy should tty 'u 1 est 'n 
opulanse the yiibjeit nid htlii 1 idia in 
er fight for ceonomu idi pt itnte 
Otherwise dermiraty ani ix ' ive 
B Ddsgupta, CaVtuiM 

NEVI R has any pnliiie n It adt u iwn 
the moial touragt‘ 'o tav ibai no ''ai is in 
his couniiy ineTiuiiiig his own his niy 
economit jiiigtimme lit Subiamaiu m 
Swamy general secretary ot iht jai oio 
Party, needed gn .it louiage to do so 
M K Daniiuldi.in (dtiranort 

MR SWA'VIY first .iitiele was faetual 
and realistic and 'ugeisred tht eorrett 
remedies fur India’s etout mu crisis 1 
fully agree ijiith hi«' new th.u the Indian 
economy is aftlieitd with onsound, im 
perfect systems and policies Our politic 
al leaders, policy makt i s and planners 
would do well to heed modem econom 
And Kumar, Patna 


in the name of Jesus ( hrist who went 
about doing good for people Wc give a 
stipend ot Rs 1000 to teacher* and 
roiidt equipment like petiomax slates 
latkboaids tu 

Otu bonafidts ate very clehr the 
miiitv yonits to us with tht f.ill know 
U dge ot Iht (lOit inm< nf nf India Wi pel 
all oui niuni v in Indian .i pie thinugh 
the Restive Bank and we scrupulously 
send oui form I( t tveiy six month 
Rt sponsible ptoplt fiom the govcrnmeiu 
lei five the t laitmt nts and so far not a 
s ii/'b doubt h is been east on our 'rans 
a,.l)ons 

B h Seywd/ fit turn < Director MWId 
Vision of Ji cUa MdiJras 

IT IS alleptii in th iiiuies that the 
North I isl India Christian Council 
(SI If ( I II d WI lilt n a lent t to the H Js 
MI V Drai Kumar Ktang which said 
'Wi an nil led ni set the intieased 
inttit't ot ni yfiurih mcmbeis in pioli 
lies I jhoiibl ly this is i new develop 
nienf and fi ■ ihi fmt time the thuith in 
I'liuir.. bi. hown inttiesi and taken 
pel 11! piobiu* Tilt NI It C wants to 
{'ill oii nmd that no uth It tier wi- 
ntti I'by 11 11 tvhilf ot th( MU( ind 
tne NIK C bds no coimettion witti inv 
political f‘,i! ty in general and itu Inpura 
t'pi.M.111 luba Samiii in partiiulir The 
above ibepat.on is untoundi d and mi 
chieioi.s ihi SbKC also fias no re 
''tioiiyhip wiiti Billy C.altn. s World 
Bapitist Alliance . ilieged or dot siu h 
dll org.itiisdtioii t\ist to lilt best of oui 
knowredp’P Ihe NI IcC is alfi'iatid only 
to the National Council of ( iiurehes in 
liubd which IS the only recognised body 
It prestiKiug most of tht Pcott slant 
Chnstuns ii 'ndii 

Sttrenty Aitih ><isf iidi. ( brjsfian 
C oq/ic if S/iif/otig 

Ib according to l)r Swamy Neo C.assu al 
1 eonomits” is now ruling ihe loa t, then 
Ills A*oit production o' X by hay it g less 
of \ ’ tlieoiy becomes outdaud along 
w th t hai III Singh t C 1 ' i< al I cono 
•»ise' anc'I iiia'ite Mi.ieler k Vtnkatar 
arnan’> Ktyne i-oi b onoinics’ In 
Swaniy’s theoiy i. telualh ai extension 
of I icinel Robbins detiiiirion ot teono 
mitsas 'a study of huin.an bthacuiui a. a 
relationship between cidy and lait 
meaiiy yshirti have alttinat.vt uses 

If making aetiyitv on land lest profit 
able IS any solution iht n Jndta’s econo 
rnic pioblem. yvou’d havt bee'i solved by 
now bet nise that is tl'c atiual position 
obtaining in lural atea-i And that is why 
young pc optie fiom the \ illapes arc f> tt k 
mg to titles Almost ihiitfturibs ot 
agricultural land is diy ,tnd land reforms 
will further worsen the situation if agn 
culture's not made profitable Ihe Indi 
an etonomy is still a gamble on the 
r onsoons 

Anancf R r>f>ho,wde 'tolapur 

DR SWAMV s staitinent that ‘we can 
have more pioduction ot X only by 
having less ot none of Y” applies only 
when all a nation’s tesources of men, 
materials and mathinery are fully em 
ployed Does he not set ihe heavy under 
utilisation of capacity in vital sectors like 
steel, codJ, tlecintity. etc which are 
responsible for the tountrv’s overa'l 
slackness in production and inflation’ 
Shitdl Kumar fain, Ranchi 


CM's cut 

C ’^ONGRAIULAIIONS for looshar 
yPandits '< lunna Reddy Our most 
corrapt t M-* it wugust) Channa Reddy- 
is otneiwist called “(handa Reddy” 
(Chanda means a doiianon) 

Nathi Nerlavtni Visakhapatnam 

IHI question in vour headline for the 
story IS rhetorical It is well known that 
Channa Reddy is oui most corrupt CM 
.S Sailcndra Kumar, Hyderabad 

B1 f lb \ b ti or not but on top his palatial 
building at l.irnaka Channa Reddy has 
ere tied i huge Fanchatoha Kalasham, 
pi ilia'i', 11 vvaid off evil eyes—a sure 
wd I atoning toi all his corruption, 

I > Xcharva Hyderabad 

Firm denial 

I N Siinc/uv dated 3 August 1980 on page 
nine there is a letter published under 
tht name of (Rev) P O’ Bnen, Kurseong 
1 wish to inform you that 1 never wrote 
anv suth letter and therefore the letter 
which vou published must be a forgery I 
re que St ) ou ti publish this letter of mine 
disowning the authorship of the letter 
refened to above 
P Af O Bntii .-ft Kurseong 

Sad state 

T ill ill m N 1 vatr I till Rath >n Delhi 
Hi uy (li J 111! I shows Mrs Oandhi's 
ittit'idc tow.iids Oiissa I ht pn sident of 
toe Ail India V ouih t ongrcssll) Commit 
tee Mi K,im (. liandi e Rath should have 
'iitil up '() lilt III!!(.! of the Party by 
rtfti int. III! I o ' *' Miiiistei of State 

otli icti iiioi by Ml (i iiidhi Despite the 
tisoii culm ot the C oiigrtssfl» in the 
I. links bli (t ICC lion 111 Onssa, no one 
liomtlnit I lie h is been appointed to the 
I 11 on I abiio t ilu i Mi IB Patnaik res 
igiu <1 tils post to liecoinc CM of Oiissa 
Ml R illi I* cell Hilly c nulled to a cabinet 
pos* 

Rimcsh thandta Da-, Kuamara, Onssa 

Main points 

G SK vRIHVs Blind surgery" (19 
luni has a sensational subheading 
Mist iktii idiiiiity tauses loss of eye” 

1 to nt'ss Hem IS lenainly spicy, but does 
i t ikt iis uiywheie’The questions that 
iHimi ill lU 1. 1 onrit to mind are Did the 
(1 ciois leally opetate on the ‘perfectly 
iioimal lye’ ot R Viswambhaiam, as Mr 
Ka iha says’' Was the paiicnt aware that 
ht was g ung l ) >)t open ated on ’ How did 
the docloi pet Viswanaihan Pillai s ease 
beet when R Viswambhai am was 
niatked for opi r ition’ Mi Kaitha should 
hast .lusweicd ttu st questions 
I ahtha SKimiai Inxandium 

New royalties 

W E BOAST of having abolished the 
Privy Purses hut our new Mahar 
djas—OUI Ministers MPs and MLAs -get_ 
piivileges which our pco' cuuntry cannot 
atford ( I ampaignmg tot moie”, 3 Au 
gusO Are wc supposed to have a socialis¬ 
tic pdttiin ol society' 
r V Ramacb irdran Madras 


The Mystery of 
Nehru) Bethplace 


N 16 October 1962 an 
American scholai, Melvin 
E Levision, associate pro 
lessor of education at 
Brooklyn College, New 
York, addressed a questionnaire to 
Jawaharlal Nehtu One question aske 
wrhethei there was any written de 
script ion of the house, the grounds and 
the environment of the residence in 
Allahabad’s Miigan] (howk wheie 
Nehi u was bom on 14 November 1889 



On 4 August two MPs stood up in the Lok Sabha and 
said that Jawaharlal Nehru’s birthplace in Allahabad, 
the rented house that Motilal Nehru had originally lived 
In, had now become a brothel. The Press took up the 
story: and the pages of newspapers were soon flooded 
with “pictures” of this “birthplace-turned-brothel". 
SHUBHABRATA BHATTACHARYA investigated the 
story in Allahabad and searched the records at Teen 
Murti Bhavan to find out that the pictures were bogus; 
that the brothel being touted as Nehru 's birthplace was 
not the house where the first Prime Minister of India 
was born. The truth is, in fact,more fascinating: a 
deliberate effort is being made to call a house Nehru's 
'birthplace by some people with dubious motives. The 


Nehiu gave a shoit reply “( do not 
know ot any special (h nniion I he 
Mirgani house is no more It was 
pulled down for some city imptove 
ment This exchange, contained in 
one of the numerous files of the leen 
Murti Bhavan record tootn, has appa 
rentlv not been taken note of by those 
MPs who iai‘ed a storm m the lok 
Sabha on 4 August by saying that a 
poition of the house in whiih Nehru 
was boin is now being used as a 
brothel 

Significantly, the two members v.ho 
raised the matter duiing the question 
houi do not belong to Patties ideolo 
gically opposed to Nthtu The matter 
was initiallv taised by Mr Ram Nihoie 
Rakesh ihe member from (hail a 

?/ Mirpani Iliis phowMfjph firm in 
posstsMo/i ol ihf‘ \ehiLi Mtmoiuil I and 
was taken i/i 1911 in P N Veinu 
befort iht. boiist was detnoUshi d 


MPs were taken for a ride. 



Photographs by Kamal Sahai 








suburb of Allahabad, who belongs to 
Mr H N. Bahuguna’s Nehru-loving 
Democratic Socialist Front (DSF). The 
cue was immediately taken by Mr Anf 
Mohammad Khan, who represents 
Kanpur and is one of the joint secre¬ 
taries of the AlCC (I) The Minister for 
Social Welfare, Mr B. Shankaranand, 
wlro was at the receiving end, fumbled 
for a while and announced that the 
government was not aware of this and 
promised an enquiry. Soon newsnao- 


ers, including those published from 
Allahabad, started publishing detailed 
stones about the house which, accord 
ing to them, was the birthplace of 
Nehru The Allahabad dailies ever 
went on to publish photographs of e 
dilapidated house of Mirganj which 
was supposed to have been occupied 
by the Nehrus in 1889 and now was 
being used as a brothel On seeing 
these reports Sunday decided to inves¬ 
tigate the story anil we came across 
facts which are even more appalling 
than the charge levelled on the floor of 
Parliament on 4 August — that there is 
almost total ignorance in the country 
today about the history of Jawaharial 
Nehru and that the institutions close 
to the Nehru family have played a 
significant role in creating the present 
controversy about Jawaharlal’s birth¬ 
place. 

In 1948, an exhibition was held on 
the Kayastha Pathshala grounds in 
Allahabad in which various aspects of 
the freedom struggle were depicted. 


The students of Allahabad's govern¬ 
ment carpentry school, relying on a 
certain photograph of Jawaharlal’s 
birthplace, 77 Mirganj, constructed a 
wooden model of the house and dis¬ 
played It at the swadeshi exhibition In 
1950 this model was presented by the 
headmaster of the carpentry school to 
the Allahabad Museum and the 
museum authorities, who enjoyed 
tremendous patronage of Nehru dur¬ 
ing his lifetime (according to the 


museum’s former director. Dr S. C 
Kala, Nehru sanctioned Rs (>6 lakhs for 
the museum and gifted it many pre¬ 
cious family heirlooms and personal 
documents), put the model on display 
without bothering to verify its authen¬ 
ticity It IS this model which has been 
relied upon by various- agencies in 
recent years in then bids ot prove that 
the house where the Nehru family 
lived in 1889 is now a brothel 

In separate interviews both the pre¬ 
sent director of the Allahabad 
Museum, Mr R R. Tnpathi and the 
former director. Dr S. C Kala (who 
was in charge of the museum right 
from Its inception in 1938 till his 
retirement two years back) admitted 
that the model on display in the 
museum was fake and that no verifica¬ 
tion was done regarding its authentic¬ 
ity before it was put on display. Dr 
Kala, a recipient of the^Nehru fellow¬ 
ship for his research abbut terracottas, 
is considered to be an expert on the 
history of Allahabad and the Nehru 



family Many people whom this corres¬ 
pondent met in Allahabad suggested 
that Dr Kala should be consulted be¬ 
cause he was very close to Jawaharial 
Nehru Unfortunately, evem under the 
stewardship of such a person, a faux 
pas was committed in recording the 
life history of the first Prime Minister 
of India 

Mirganj is situated in the heart of 
Allahabad, hardly a stone’s throw 
away from the main business centre of 
the city, the Chowk Mirganj is in fact 
a part of the commercial district of the 
city Apart from being a redlight area. 
It is the main centie for the trade in 
silver, cotton, ghee, sugar, gur and, 
particularly, gold It adjoins the Sabzi 
Mandi of Allahabad Being iii the ceit- 
tie of the Litv, Mirganj was a residen¬ 
tial area of the elite in the late 
nineteenth century when Motilal 
Nehru’s elder biother, Nandlal Nehru, 
rented a house in the locality some¬ 
time 111 the 1880s when he came to 
Allahabad after the UP High Court 
was shifted to that city from Agra. 
Soon aftei wards Motilal Nehru also 
shifted his law practice from Kanpur 
to Allahabad and started living with 
his eldei brother at 77, Mirganj Nand¬ 
lal died in 1888, leaving the entire 
burden of liis family of seven on Motil- 
dl But along with that burden Motilal 
also inherited a flourishing law prac¬ 
tice and soon enough he became tho 
second Indian to move into the wester¬ 
nised civil lines area of the city. But 
Jawaharial Nehru had already been 
born in this rented house of Mirganj 
on 14 November 1889. 

T he family stayed in the Mirganj 
house for about three years after 
Nehru’s birth According to available 
material, Motilal shifted into 9, Elgin 
Road, owned by his friend and col¬ 
league, Sir Sunderlal Dave, in 1892 
The family stayed in that house till 
1<W10, when it shifted into 1, Church 
Road, which was purchased by Motilal 
Nehru a year earlier This house, now 
known as the Swaraj Bhavan, was 
named Anand Bhavan by Motilal in 
1900 and the family stayed there till 
the present Anand Bhavan was built in 
1927 in an adjacent plot of land It was 
at 1, Church Road that the two sisters 
of Jawaharial, Mrs Vijaylakshmi Pan¬ 
dit and Mrs Krishna Huthee Singh and 
his daughter, Mrs Indira Gandhi, Wer« 











Suresh Cha.id Ktsarwani (12 1/2 ) 
and Ram Chand Kesaiwam (12 1/2 .) 
Since l‘)"6 there has been a Rrowing 
feeling among cittain sections of the 
local popul ice that this house was part 
of the house occupied by the Nehrus at 
the time ot Jawaharlal’s birth The 
houses in Miigani were renumbeied in 
1958 The present system of number 
ing IS quite scientific and the veiy 
iiumbei of the house in dispute sug 
Bests that It was not the birthplace of 
Nehru At the time of renumbering the 
houses, the old numbers weic retamed 


born Swaraj Bhavan later served as 
the first official headquarters of the 
All India Congress Committee and was 
the place of residence of stalwarts like 
Achar>a J B Kripalani and Dr Ram 
Manohar Lohu when they were AICC 
office beaiers 

M IRGANJ today is a flourishing 
red light area By nine in the 
morning, rows of prostitutes stand 
near the doors of the ground floors of 
the houses on both sides of the con 
gested, narrow lanes which criss vfoss 
tne area off the Zero Road near the 
Runabani cinema As you enter the 
red light area, the first thing that you 
notice 1 $ a !>inall temple, built years 
ago, and the signboard of the local 
police outpost—Naka Badshahi Mandi, 
Thana Kotwali Both god and the 
police seem to stand guard at the 
entrance of the red light area of Mir 
ganj The narrow lane takes a right 
turn within ten yards of the entrance 
of the red light district and it is at this 
corner that the controversial birth 
place of Jdwaharlal Nehru is supposed 
to be 

The house. No 66/43, is owned pre 
sently b> three cousins Da«rath Vaish 
(who owns 7S of the premises). 


in the fust part of the house numbei 
House number 66/43, therefore, de 
notes that the onginal numbti of the 
house was 6(i and U was renumbeied 
to 43 in l‘t3S The aiea as such has 
undergone drastic changes in the le 
cent past what to talk of the past 
century The police outpost, for inst 
ance, is named Naka Badshathi Mandi 
because the house where it is located 
was, at one time, pait of the adjacent 
Badshahi Mandi locality, but now is 
part of Mirganj Many houses off the 
Zeio Road in Miiguni have plaques 
indicating their dale of construction as 
1936 and 1937 

The Allahabad Improvement 7 rust 
had moved in with a demolition sqiud 
in 1931 in the Mirganj area At that 
time the chan man of the Improvement 
Tiust was Pandit Baldev Ram Dave the 
grandfather of Mr Rajiv Dave, the 
present resident ot 9, Hgin Road (he is 
a desceiident ot Sir Sunderlal Dave) 
Many houses were pulled down to 
make wav foi the Mohammad Ah Park 
and the adjoining spacious square 
which has now been named Jawahar 
Square "'7, Mirganj is said to have 
been pulled down duiing this beautifi 
cation drive of Allahabad half a cen 
tury Ago 

Apart from the documentary tvi 
dence available indicating that there 
were large scale demolitions la the 
Mirganj area in the past few decades, 
a visit to the area will convince you of 
the fact Most of central Allahabad 
comprises narrow lanes Suddenly 



The Nehrus^ 

W HEN did the Nehrus move into 
their own, self-acquired, prop¬ 
erty m Allahabad? The house in 
Mintanj was a rented one, and the 
Civu Lines house, 9, Elgin Road, 
was owned by Motilal’s lawyer- 
friend, Sir Shankerlal Dave 1, 
Church Road, the present Swaraj 
Bhavan, purchased by Motilal m 
1899, therefore, was the first prop¬ 
erty owned by the Nehrus In Alla¬ 
habad. It was m this house that 
Jawaharlal’s two sisters and his 
daughter were born. This house was 
the residence of the family from 
1900 till 1927, when the family 
moved into the present Anand Bha- f 
van, adjacent to the old house 
According to newspaper reports 
appearing since the present con¬ 
troversy started, the Nehrus moved 
into Anand Bhavan in 1913 This 
version is not substantiated by any 
documentary evidence A local 
newspaper of Allahabad published 
this version on 7 August and a day 
later the Allahabad correspondent 
of a news agency flashed it on the 
national hookup 

In 1961, the centenary year of 
Motildl Nehru, Mrs Indira Clandhi 
wrote an article in a souvenir pub¬ 
lished by the Motilal Nehru Centen¬ 
ary Committee Entitled. The story 
of Swaraj Bhavan (published on 
pages 7S~77 of the souvenu). the 
arlticle said “As far as we know, 
the house (Swaraj Bhavan) be 
longed originally to Mr Justice 
Mahmud, who sold it to Raja Par 
manand Pathak of Moradaliad, a 
judge of Shahjahanpur, ii was 
bought by my grandfather, Pandit 
Motilal Nehru, in 1900 My father 
was already ten years old when the 
family moved into it But his sisters, 
now Mrs Vijaylakshmi Pandit and 
Mrs Krishna Huthee Singh, and I 
were bom there " Again, some re¬ 
cent newspaper reports have 
claimed that the sisters of Nehru 
were born at Mirganj While Mis 
Gandhi wrote this in 1961, the sale ' 
dead of the premises of 1, Choroh 
Road (preserved in Teen-Murd 


around the Mohammad Ah Park you 
find the roads becoming spacious^ 
Moreover, the plaques on the houses* 
in the front portion of Mirganj off thv 
Zero Road also indicate that the 
houses were either rebuilt in the mid 
Thirties or else they were constructed 
anew in that period An interesting 
pan of the contioversy is that while 
many in the Mirganj locality are pre 
pared to believe—and propagate— 
that a particulai dilapidated house 
was the birthplace of Jawaharlal 
Nehru, none is able to point out any 
house bearing the old number 77 The 
house which has been photographed 
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Bhavartis 


with the Nehru Memoria] Fuatf}' 
inilicetes that' the hetue vrat, nurchx 
ase^ by MotOal Nehru oii 1 AMUft ' 
1899 (rom one R$|ii Jai Kii^an Pan 
for a stun of R$ 20,000» > , ' 

An iriterastint verii^n nf the , 
sale it given In a DOhk Wtinan-by ir 
sitting MP, Bithambher Nath Pan- 
dey (AU»hab»d; ratrospae^ and 
prospect, published in 19SS). 
According to this version, the house 
was built by Sir Syed Ahmed, the 
founder of the Aligarh Muslim Uni¬ 
versity, Mr Pandey has written that 
Sir Syed used to be taken into 
confluence by the British in matters 
of state as a gesture of goodwill 
,y, towards the Muslims after the 1857 
uprising. In 1867 Sir William Muir, 
the Lieutenant Governor of the 
North-West Frontier Provinces 
(whose jurisdiction covered the 
area of the present Uttar Pradesh), 
wrote to Sir Syed that, “As you are 
often needed at Allahabad for im¬ 
portant consultations, it is prop¬ 
osed that you may have your own 
korhi constructed at Allahabad. For 
this purpose. I have got a site, 
measuring 20 acres of land, at a 10 
minutes’ drive from the govdm, '■ 
ment house (presently the Motiial 


Uly the Ml 
Nehru Memorial Medi,cal Col¬ 
lege)”, 

Sir Syed, according to Mr Pan¬ 
dey, accepted the offer and by 1871 
a kothi was ready. He named it 
Mahmud Manzil after his son Jus¬ 
tice Mahmud, a judge of the Allaha¬ 
bad High Court. Justice Mahmud 
sold the house to Raja Parmanand 
Pathak of Moradabad, who re¬ 
named the house, Pathak Bhavan. 
Motiial Nehru, according to Mr 
Pandey, bought the house from 
Raja Parmanand in 1898, for a sum 
of Rs 20,000, and caUed it Anand 
Bhavan. 

Yet another version says that 
the name of the house at the time of 
its purchase by Motiial Nehru was 
. Ishrat Manzil, which in Urdu means 
the same thing as Anand Bhavan. 
Motiial changed the name from 
Urdu to Hindi. 


by the local dailies is number 66/43. 

Two old Congressmen of Mirganj, 
Hafiz Rauf (85) and Pashupatinatn 
Gupta(75) assert that the house where 
Jawaharlal Nehru was born was pulled 
down in 1931. Mr Hafiz Rauf says that 
he was born in a house which was 
situated behind Nehru’s birthplace, 
and his house was pulled down along 
with 77, Mirganj to make way for the 
Mohammad Ali park. Both he and Mr 
Pashupatinath Gupta allege that the 
present controversy is part of a game 
by some local politicians who nave 
taken some MPs for a ride by feeding 
sensational information to them. Mr 


isariz Kout also nesenoed tne location 
of the original house (see map), which 
indicates that it was situated opposite 
the present Kesar Vidyapith Inter Col¬ 
lege, which was earlier known as the 
Kesarwani High School The present 
location of the Bhapa hotel at the 
corner of the Mohammad Ah park was 
indicated by Mr Rauf to be the site of 
the rented house occupied by the 
Nehrus in the last century: the house 
extended from the point where the 
Bhapa hotel now is to the front of Lail 
Bib: ka imambara. There was another 
gall in front of the imambara, which 
separated 77 Mirganj from the house 
where Mr Hafiz Rauf’s family stayed 
as tenants 

The Mohammad Ah park is not a 
park any more After partition, re¬ 
fugees from West Pakistan were allot¬ 
ted shop plots in the park, and rows of 
shops owned by Punjabis now cover 
every part of the park. Even the bara- 
dan (covered aiea used for holding 
meetings) is part of a general mer¬ 
chant’s shop The allotment of shops 
was done when Mr Zulfiquarullah 
(Chhote Mian) was, the chairman of the 
municipality, and Nehru is said to 
have disapproved of the move. Accord¬ 
ing to Mr Pashupatinath Gupta, soon 
after independence, there was a move 
by some people to construct a Jawa¬ 
harlal Nehru Hall at the site of the 
park on the lines -if the Jinnah Hall in 
Bombay, but Nehru frowned upon all 
moves to convert the park into any¬ 
thing else The adjoining square was 
named Jawahar Square thanks to the 
pressure of some local Hindus who did 
not like the idea of a Mohammad Ah 
park, they thought that the most con¬ 
venient way of getting nd of a Muslim 
name was to name the square after 
Nehru 

T he move for declaring the house at 
66/43 Mirganj as a national monu¬ 
ment started in 1976, during the chief 
ministership of Hemwati Nandan 



Bahuguna Ram Narain, who owns a 
tea stall in the Gur Mandt area, adja¬ 
cent to Mirganj, went on a hunger 
strike in 1976 demanding that the 
prostitutes of Mirganj be evicted as 
the area was hallowed by Nehru’s 
birth. He formed a Vaishyavritti Un- 
mulan Sangharsh Samiti (Prostitution 
Eradication Action Committee) that 
year, and this organisation has been 
spearheading the movement for dec¬ 
laring 66/43 Mirgani as Nehru’s birth¬ 
place The reasons have very little to 
do with Nehru, and more to do with 
removing prostitutes. If the latter 
went, so much more area would be 
available for offices and shops, and 
real estate value would boom. 

Mr Ram Narain is an RSS activist. 
He told this correspondent that he had 
been active in the RS.S since 1946. He 
was first very assertive that the dilapi¬ 
dated house of Dasrath Vaish was 
where Nehru was born. But when con¬ 
fronted with the facts gathered by this 
correspondent, he said, “1 have vowed 
not.to speak on this subject”, and went 
on to give a lecture on the need to 
eradicate prostitution. The RSS activ¬ 
ists have formed similar anti- 
prostitution committees in many 
towns of UP; and in Allahabad the 
RSS is using the name of Jawaharlal 
Nehru for its own ends. 





Swaraj Bhavan ^ 











The house of Dastath Vaish, 66/41 
Miiganj, IS today bt ing pidled down to 
make way toi a new (onsttuLtion His 
family has lived Ik rt for the last 44 
years, but owned it foi tn* past 18 
years only No prostituti s ne living in 
this house at piesent it is |ust not 
physically possible foi them to do so as 
a maior poitioii of the house has been 
pulled down and the itniaining por 
tion thre atens to collapse ans moment 
Dasrath’s mother C handrakali 
Devi(66), runs a smill shop at the door 
of the house, which opens into the first 
lane of Mirgani s red light area There 
are nine children in the family Das 
rath Vdish said that for the past four 
years life had become difficult for him 
and his family as Ram Narain’s 
stooges have been mounting one often 
sive after another to prove that his 
house was the birthplace of Nehru 
Accoiding to him, the move was pii 
manly directed against the prostitutes 
of the area and his house has been 
unnecessarily dragged into the con 
troversy “Agdi ych Pdndit Nehru Li 
makdan hai to hame iaan baat man 
ZOO! hdi Mam rs pareihani sc tang 
hoon (If this IS really Nthtus house 
then I am piepartd to accept the fact 1 
am fed lip by this harrassment/, ’ he 
said, requesting ibis correspondent to 
try to peisuade the government to 
hold an open enquiry in the matter to 
ascertain thi fat ts 


Jaddanbai, the madaroe of the 
house next door to 66/43 Mirganj, was 
more assertive. She said that she had 
been living in the area for the past 47 
years, but had never heard of this 
strange story before 1976 “1947 se le 
kar har saal Mohammad Alt park mein 
15 August ko jhanda garha jata hai aur 
Nphruji kt janmdin bhi manai jaati 
hai Yeh jab Nehru zinda they tabhi se 
bota rahd Par agar yeh unka janm 
sthan hai to kisine vahan aakar ek 
chirag taak kyon nahin jalaya^ (Since 
1947 a flag is being unfuiled at the 
Mohammad Ah park every year on IS 
August, Nehru s birthday too is cele 
brated by people But never has any 
one come to light even an earthen | 
lamp at the birthplace of Nehru, 
though these functions started during 
his lifetime) Jaddanbai deplored 
those who were trying to dislodge the 
prostitues by dragging the name of 
Nehru into the controversy She 
pointed out that as the chairman of the 
Allahabad municipal board in 1923 
Nehru had given a ruling against 



Pashupati Nath Ciupta 
















moves to se^egate prostitutes into 
one corner of the city (see box). 

The local police outpost chief, sub¬ 
inspector Ramchitwan Dubey, said 
that he had been posted to the Naka 
Badshahi Mandi only three months 
back and, as such, was not in a position 
to give full details of the history of the 
controversy But in recent days espe¬ 
cially since mid-July, the controversy 
had gained local momentum since 66/ 
43 Mirganj was being pulled down by 
Its present owners and rumours had 
gone around that a number of docu¬ 


lost heavily in a game of shatranj and 
vowed not to gamble again by symbo¬ 
lically burying the dice and the last 
com Mr Dubey said that till 8 August 
(the day we met him) he had not been 
approached either by Press reporters 
who had visited the area, or the CID 
authorities who had investigated the 
case after the Parliament uproar of 4 
August 

HE first attempt to locate Nehru’s 
birthplace was made in 1948 when 
Seth Govind Das, a joint editor of the 




ments relating to the freedom struggle 
had been found in the secret vault 
(tahkhana) of the house According to 
Mr Dubev’s information, when the 
vault was dug 20 kauris (sea shells 
used in the game of shatianj), one 
topper tom and some pieces of potteiy 
were recovered Dubey pointed out 
that the house was owned by some 
nawab in the last century and, accord¬ 
ing to local belief, the recovery of the 
kauri<, and the copper com m the vault 
indicated that the nawab may have 


Nehru on prostitution 



T he birthplace of Jawaharlal 
Nehru is suspected by some peo¬ 
ple to be a brothel today. Even if 
unable to prove that the house 
where Nehru was born is now a 
brothel, these people astwrt that 
the very fact that he was bom in the 
Mirganj locality of Allahabad is 
enou^ to merit the eviction of 
prostitutes from that area Nehru, 
as chairman of the Allahabad Muni¬ 
cipal Boaiti in 1923, had written a 
long note on the ^‘residence*’ of 
prostitutes in the city. A cursory 
reading of the note may be enii|^t- 
ening for those who are now trying 
to drag his name into the crusade 
against prostitution in Mirganj. 

On 10 June 1923 Nehru wrote a 
note entitled “On the treatment of 
prostitutes” (reproduced on pages 
14-16 of Selected Works of Nebru, 
volume 11, Orient Longmans) 
which read: “The question of the 
residence of prostitutes has been 
before the board for many years. 1 
have purposely headed this note 
differently. I want the question to 
be considered in its broader aspects 
and not merely on the narrow 
ground of place of residence... Last 
year the board made a brave effort 
to abolish prostitution by passing a 
resolution and appointing a com¬ 
mittee. The effort eras fomoomed 
to failure. The world would be a 
very different place if we could 
abolish prostitution and tying and 
cruelty and oppression ana- the 
thousand and one ills that flesh is 
heir to by resolution.,.” 

“Prostitution, it is well known, is 
largely due to two causes~-the eco¬ 
nomic and the human. It we could 
raise the status of women antf 
afford them honourable careers we 
'Would do more towards the lessen¬ 
ing of the evil than by any number 
of byelaws. The human factor is 
more difficult to deal with, but 
everything that makes for social 
betterment and for equality be¬ 
tween the sexes helps in the solu¬ 
tion of the problem. We are scan¬ 


dalised at the residence of prosti¬ 
tutes in our midst. But prostitutes 
do not carry on their ancient trade 
by themselves. They are only one 
party to the transaction 1 seldom 
near anything against the other 
party, the man who exploits the 
poor woman and casts all the blame 
on her The proper way to deal with 
the question of prostitution is to 
make it as dishonourable for a man 
as for a woman to help in it..” 

“I do not believe in issuing a fiat 
that prostitutes must not live in any 
part of the city of Allahabad except 
a remote corner If this is done I 
would think it equally reasonable 
to reserve another part of Allahai 
bad for the men who exploit women 
and because of whom prostitution 
flourishes.” 

In this note Nehru had made 
certain suggestions for dealing with 
prostitution. They included propos¬ 
als for setting up homes for these . 
unfortunate women where they 
could be taught some useful trade, 
educating jieople about the harm- 
fulness of venereal diseases, and 
amending the law- to raise the age 
of consent and imposing “extreme 
penalties* on persons exploiting 
young girls and living on theur earn¬ 
ings*’. 

On 14 October 1958, Nehru 
wrote a letter to V.R,Kri8hna Iyer 
(presently a Supreme Court judge), 
on the stib^t; '*This is of course, a 
major social problem, and I wish 
you succeed in your efforts to deal 
wits it. I confess, however, that I 
have long felt that the type of 
efforts that are made usually meet 
widi little success. I remember that, 
nearly thirtyfive years ago, when I 
was the chairman of Allahabad 
Municipality, I tried to deal with 
this problem and wrote a long note 
on the subject. 1 did not succeed to 
any marked extent The problem is 
so much connected with other cco 
nomic and social aspects of our life 
that it is a little difficult to separate 
it. Anyhow, it is good to do some 
thing about it ” 


Dr S. C. Kata 
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Nehru Ahhtnandan Grunth (published 
in 1949 to mark his bOth biithdavi 
visited Allahabad Atioidinn to Dr S 
C Kala, he atcoinpanied Seth Govmd 
Das to the Mirganj area and, with the 
help of the local polite and municipal 
reiords, tried to locate the biithplare, 
but could not Di Kala said that 
ai cording to an old citizen of Allaha 
bad, the late Ranendra Nath Basu (he 
was a membei of the muniiipal board 
under Nchiu’s chairmanship, and later 
was Its (hailman) the house where 
Nehiu was born was made of clay (as 
most houses then were) and was a 
double stone d stiucture 

I he photogiaph of 77, Mirganj 
which IS published heie, was taken by 
a veteran photographer of Allahabad, 
the late P N Verma before the house 
was demolished in 19fl This photo 
graph IS now in the possession of the 
Jdwaharlal Nehru VIemorial Fund, 
Teen Murti Bhavan New Delhi and 
the photocopy of that pu ture was 
made available to ns by the adiniiiis 
trative sectctary of the fund Mr M V 
Ra(an The negatwe of this photo 
graph IS not asailable either w'th the 
fund, the Allahabad Museum or P N 
Verma and Co in Allahabad I he 
photograph was given lo the I un>l in 
1976 by the family of Mr Kajiv Date 
after the contioversy wa. Inst laised 
by Ram Narain The authenticity of 
the photograph was vei itied by the 
sons of the late P N Veima who 
recall having seen sudi a photograph 


6b 41 Miigdni being demolidud 




Hdhr Raut 


in their lather's collection, though 
they could not trace out the negative 
The fust controversy over Nehru’s 
birthplace aiost for a short while 
aboil' ^ 1 years bac k, when someone 
dec! tre cl a particular house in Mirgani 
to be the birthplace Mr Anwaruilah 
Khan, who was formerly the Congiess 
councillor of the municipality from the 
Bahadurgaiii ward (which includes the 
Mirgaiii area' recalls having seen an 
Item in the newspapers some 25 years 
•igc' that a particular house was the 
lurthplace of Nehiu, but does not 
remember which house was so pioc 
laimed The controversy died down 
when It was found out that some 
inteiested patties were floating such a 
luino’ii in the houe of getting a lump 


A pilhi ij the baradaii of Moha~ 
mnuul Ml h'aik, now pari c>/ a shop 




Ram Aardi/i 


sum as compensation in case the gov¬ 
ernment decided 'o accpiire the house 
for a national monument 

In 197b, Bahuguna’s government 
ordered an emiuirv after Ram Narain’s 
fast, the cncjairy died a bureaucratic 
death Mfue rocenilv, Mr Vithalbhai 
jhaven, who i. making a documentary 
film on fahawaharldl's life, went to 
Mirganj accompanied by Munshi 
Mahavir a 7b year old employee of the 
Swaraj Bhavan oi Motilal Nehru vin 
tagc>, to try and locate the house He 
also drew a blank When this corres 
pondent met Munshiji at his office m 
the Swaiaj Bhavan, he too denied the 
existente of the house, though a local 
Hindi DaiK ot Allahabad had referred 
to him as being an authority on the 
location ot the house, while ysnting on 
the lecent controversy 

It is apparent that no seiious effort 
has vei been made to lecord the life of 
Tawahariil Nehru and the present 
control eisy has exposed the chinks in 
the armout of the historians speciahs 
ing on Nehru It is significant that 
despite the Teen Murtt Bhavan arc¬ 
hives having sufficient proof to indi 
cate that the birthplace of Jawaharlal 
did not exist now, (he Nehru Memorial 
Fund’s office issued a contradiction 
only on 9 August, a full five days after 
the hup and cry in the Lok Sabha 
Moreovei, the overenthusiasm of some 
experts, espetiallv Dr S C Kala. to 
piove that the house presently in dis 
pute was not Nehiu’s birthplace made 
them issue statements which were 
erroneous on other counts “The origin 
al house where Jawahailal Nehiu was 
born on 14 November 1889 does not 
exist in the Mirganj area of Allahabad 
Even if It had suivived, there is no 
direct proof that the gieat leader or 
hts sistei s wei e born there ” While it is 
ti ue that Nehru’s sisters were noi born 
in Mirganj, it is surpiising that Dr 
Kala should try to sell the theory that 
even Jawaharlal was not born in Mii 
ganj Mirganj, during the last part of 
the nineteenth century, was not a 
red light aiea as it is today, though 
there were some houses of prostitutes 
in that area even then But in those 
days, prostitutes oi rawai/s, as they are 
called in Urdu, were associate mem 
bers of the aristocratic society, and no 
one should be ashamed of admitting 
such facts of history -• 
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HILE there is no trace of 
the house where Jawahar 
lal Nehiu was born, two 
institutions associated 
with him, his original pub 
lishei and Ins photographers’ turn, 
still exist m Allahabad, albeit m dila 
pidated coiiditums The original own 
ers are long dtad The publishing 
house, Kitabistan, is now owned by Mr 
Anwarullah khan, a Congress (If) 
activist and a tot met couticillor of the 
Allahabatl Mutiicipality, who acquired 
the firm from the C ustodian of Eva 
cuee Properties in 19S4 aftei the on 
ginal owner, Muhammad Kalimur Rah 
man, had migrated to Pakistan The 
photogtaphers' fitm, P N Verma & 
Co, still exists at Allahabad’s Chowk 
and IS run bv the sons of the late P N 
Verma Both these firms clearly have 
seen hcttei days While Kitabistan's 
original owneis did not approach 
Nehru foi he Ip when the fiim fell on 
bad da\s, the piesent owners of P N 
Verma & ( > feel let down by govern 
meat departmeius, who, they allege, 
ha\e not given a tair deal to the firm 
while acquiiing tare Nehru photo 
graphs 

The bookshcip ot Kitabistan had to 
be moved from its or.giiial home at 
17 A Kamla Nehru Koad ntar Allaha 
bad Univeisitv altei a comt judgment 
evicted the firm It is now housed in a 
backlane of Chak otf the /eio toad, at 
the residence (d Mr Anwaiullah Khan 
This firm, established by two brothers, 
Muhammad Kahmur R ihman and 
Muhammad Obaidui Rahman, m 1911 
was the original publisher ot Nehru’s 
Glimpses of World Hisforv Other 
books by Nehru pubAshed oiiginallv 
by Kitabistan were Letters fiort' a 
father to his daughter Whithei India, 
Recent Essays and Eighteen mpnths w 
16 , 


India Other eminent autnors ot Kita 
bistan weie Subhas Chandra Bose 
(Through Congress Eyes), SatdarK M 
Panicker (Hinduism and the Modem 
World), Asoka Mehta and Aihvut Pat 
viardhan (The communal triangle) Dt 
Ram Manohar Lohia ( The guilts men 
of India’s paitition) and the famous 
Hindi poetess, Mahadevi Vetma 
(Deepshikba and Varna) 

Kitabistan in its heyday was not 
only a leading Indian publisher but 
also one of the biggest impoitets and 
distributors of foreign books and was 
the biggest Indian publisher in En 
glish Only the Indian branches of 
Oxford University Press, Orient Long 
man and Macmillan were ahead of 
Kitabistan In 1938 the firm opened an 
office in London and the publications 
of that period bore two addresses one 
of Allahabad and the other 20 21 
Tooks Court, Cursitor Street, London 
EC4 M 0 Rahman had gone to Lon 
don to look after that office, but the 
outbreak of World War II in 1939 put a 
stop to this ambitious project of Ktta 
bistan and M 0 Rahman retuined 
home 

After Independence, M K Rahman 
left for Karachi to open a branch of 
Kitabistan at the new capital of Pakis 
tan According to Mr Anwarullah 
Khan, M K Rahman had no intention 
of permanently settling down in Pakis 
tan but was only interested in extend 
ing the activities of the company to 
that country as well His departure, 
however, spelt doom for tife parent 
firm as, according to the Indian law 
dealing with evacuee property, M K 
Rahman’s property was attached by 
the Custodian of Evacuee Properties 
and the Indian government appointed 
a manager to look after the firm The 
new manager had no experience of the 



biok tiad< and the first seven years 
alter Independence saw the original 
publishing house of Jawahailal Nehru 
languish, till It was auctioned in 1994 
and Ml Anwarullah Khan took it over 
The company under the new manage 
ment never lose to the gloi lous heights 
attained by it undei the Rahman 
hi others 

A leason foi the fiim slowly falling 
fiom grace could have been certain 
diffeiences which aiose between 
Nehiu and Kitabistan ovei money mat 
teis in the late Thirties The coires 
poiiderice files meticulously pre 
served by Mi Anwaiullah Khan, throw 
some light on an inteiesting side of 
Nehru’s life Differences initially 
arose over the proposal ot Penguin 
Book Company of England to publish 
the Glimpses of World History m four 
volumes Kitabistan were offered the 
exclusive sales rights of the Indian 
edition bv Penguin Books The nego 
tidtions began on 26 March 1937 when 
Nehiu wiote a lettei to M K Rahman, 
who wrote back saying that the 
aircuigement did not suit him as the 
Indian edition being offered by Pen 
gums exclusively to Kitabistan was 
being priced at eight annas a volume 
whereas the England edition was to 



priced at six annas Rahman feared 
that some wholesaler would import the 
SIX anna edition and thereby jeopar¬ 
dise the chances of the Indian edition 
He, therefore, suggested that Pen 
gums be asked to price their two 
editions identically Tnis, however, did 
not please Nehru, who wrote back 
saying that Kitabistan was being un- 
leasonable Ultimately the deal with 
Penguins did not go through, though 
when another English firm, Lindsay 
Drummond, took up the rights of the 
book, Kitabistan were excluded The 
bid by the Rahman brothers in 1938 to 
set up a branch in London is viewed by 
Mr Anwarullah Khan as an attempt to 








compete with the British firms on their 
home ground, but the move apparently 
did not have the blessings of the right 
quarters 

Another tiff took place between 
Nehru and Kitabistan over the book 
Letters from a father to his daughter 
On 11 February 1938 Nehru wrote to 
M K Rahman stating “I am worried 
about the arrangements according to 
which my little book Letters has been 
prescribed by certain educational au 
thorities This does not fit in at all with 
my own views on the subject or with 
certain offers I have made to provin 
cwl governments The price you have 
fixed for the school edition of the 
Letters seems to be absuidlv high 1 
cannot understand how a small book 
like this can be priced at Re 1 special 
Iv when a large edition is btoiigni out 


We have been cnticising the price of 
school books in the past, as high priced 
mean an exploitation bv the pub 
Ushers and the author of the students 
tor me to be a party to this is a painful 
matter Is it not possible to reduce the 
price’ It seems to me that eight annas 
would be a right price for the book ” 
On !■; March 1938 M K Rahman 
wiote back to Nehiu, regretting his 
inability to reduce the price To sub 
stantiate his case, he gave the follow 
mg breakup of the cost of the book 
cost of production (33%), royalty to the 
author (10%), commission to the sole 
agents (Oxford University Press 33%), 
free (specimen) copies to headmasters 


of schools, etoi (12%), freight and 
postage (7%), advertisement expendi* 
ture (3%) and net profit to the pub¬ 
lisher (2%) Nehru, however, was not 
convmced about these economics and 
again in a letter dated 25 May 1939 
asserted the need to reduce the price 
of the school edition of his book 
An interesting letter from Nehru in 
Kitabistan’s collection is one written 
from Prague on 16 August 1938 In 
that lertef Nehru wrote to M K Rah 
man that he had received a letter from 
his father and was ‘surpiised’ to learn 
that Kitabistan owed him royalties 
amounting to Rs 5,000 which had not 
been paid He also complained to 
Rahman that the latter had not been 
paying the printers, the Allahabad 
Law Journal Press, regularly Rahman 
promptly wrote back, clarifying the 


position interestingly, the letter from 
Prague dated 16 August was replied to 
by Rahman on 22 August that veai ' 
Vpart from the galaxy of Kitabistan 
authors stated above, attempts were 
made by M K Rahman to get the 
translation rights of G B Shaw’s 
books He wrote to Shaw in 1937 
seeking permission to translate his 
works into Indian languages Shaw's 
secretary wrote back saying, “GBS 
would like to know in which of the 
Indian dialects you want to translate 
his works ” The project apparently did 
not proceed any further, for there are 
no further letters in this connection in 
the antique files of the company 


T he photographers’ firm, P N Ver- 
ma & , was established in 1909. 

The photograph of Nehru’s birthplace, 
77 Mirganj was taken by P N Verma 
in 1931 before the house was de¬ 
molished by the Allahabad Improve 
ment Trust This is one of the many 
rare photographs, the negatives of 
which are still available with the com¬ 
pany, now being run by P N Verma’s 
sons, Mr J N Mehrotra and Mr B N 
Mehrotra The negative of the photo 
graph of the disputed house however 
IS not available anywhere now, though 
the Mehrotra brothers distinctly re¬ 
member then father having taken 
such a photograph (The original is now 
111 the possession of the Nehru Memo¬ 
rial Fund, New Delhi) 

The Mehrotra brothers bear a 
grouse against government depart 
ments, especially the Information and 
Broadcasting, Ministry and the Posts 
and Telegraph Department They say 
that the P and T authorities took a 
photograph of Motilal Nehru in 1961 
for printing a postage stamp but never 
paid anything to the firm Again, in 
1964, after Nehru’s death, the Informa 
tion and Broadcasting Ministry author 
ities approached the firm for rare 
Nehru photographs needed for an ex 
hibition An album of 34 photographs 
was taken to New Delhi tor approval 
and on 19 August 1964 one K K Pun 
wrote to the firm on behalf of the 
principal information officer of the 
Union government (letter No 10/3/64 
PPU) stating that 14 photographs had 
been approved Subsequently those 
photographs were copied and display 
ed in an exhibition in New York, the 
Mehrotras claim The album was re¬ 
turned to the firm, but no payments 
have been received by it from the 
government so far say the Mehrotra 
brothers 

When this allegation was men 
tionedtoDiS ( kala former director 
of the Allahabad Museum and to Mr 
M V Rajan administrative secretary 
of the Jawahailal Nehru Memorial 
Fund, It was not denied that the firm’s 
photogiaphs were acquired bv the gov 
einment for exhibitions, though iieith 
et of them were in a position to throw 
anv light on the payments nor being 
directly associated with the agencies 
responsible for that Mr Haian, howev 
er, stated that once when he negoti 
ated with the firm, they had asked for 
an 'exorbitant' nte ol Rs 5,000 per 
photograph, which was beyond liis 
reach Dr Kala also expiessed sirnilai 
sentiments though he said that in 
1957, when the UP goveinment had 
organised an exhibition to commeino 
late the centenaiv of the 1857 upiis 
iiig he had helped the government 
select some photographs from ihi firm 
and they were pud Rs 21000 for tiie 
deil though iniiiallv tba> had asked 
for a >um of Rs 50,000 

Apaii from the Ntbiu photogiaphs 
among the larc original- with P N 
Verma & Co ait ilu ptiotogi iphs 
taken afiei the nuuvuioni it than 
diaslu'kliar Azad who w is sh )t dead 
in an tiuounui with do poluc m a 
paik 111 Allafrabnd M 
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6 August 1980 
Honourable Mr Speaker, 

MR K K SAXENA of the [ok 
Sabha Secretariat has sent me a <opv 
of Mr Arif Mohammad Khan’s notice 
and asked mt to state vshat I have to 
say in the matter for voui considera 
lion 

Mr Khan has given notice of his 
intention to laise a question involving 
breach ot piiviUge and contempt of 
the House against me "for writing 
(»/c ) and publishing an article about 
the proceedings of the House named 
‘A Furore a Day* (28 7 1980) " He feels 


ported you as saying that you “re¬ 
ceived numerous lettets from people 
all over the country expressing con 
cern over the deteiiorating standards 
in the I ok Sabha and also the state 
legislatures ’’ You are reported to 
have gone on to say, “The unruly 
scenes witAessed in the Lok Sabha 
often disgust the people and if correc 
tive steps are not taken in time, demo 
cracy itself would be threatened “ The 
Times of India further reported you as 
saying that you hoped mock parlta 
ments in schools and colleges would 
not emulate the actual proceedings of 
Parliament and state Legislatures 




wants^, ytrhy run this Housed Come, let 
us air go out and work outside ” The 
Hindustan Tunes reports you as asking 
the entire House how long such scenes 
could be permitted, as asking whether 
su^ conduct was not against the Rules 
of Procedure formulated by the House 
Itself, as asking them whether such 
conduct was not “uncivilised be 
haviour ” 

Nor are you the only Speaker of the 
Lok Sabha to have been driven to such 
remarks I vividly remember the state 
to which your distingunhed predeces 
sor, Mr K S Hegde, was often reduced 
in his attempts to bring order to the 
House 

The Rajya Sabha is little different 
I am sure I do not have to list for you 
the numerous occasions on which and 
the terms ins which even a soft spoken 


that “the article has tried to cieate an 
impression that Lok Sabha and other 
Legislative bodies are not meant for 
(sic ) serious business but they are 
institutions thriving on indiscipline" 

There ate four things in defence of 
the article that 1 would like to submit 
for your consideration 

A: TRUTH~ ~~ 

The first is truth Each incident 
that has been described in the article 
actually occurred and was described in 
that manner by correspondents of sev 
eral newspapers who themselves wit 
nested the incident In Annexure—I 
(not printed ntre) I have furnished 
against each o' the incidents men 
tinned in the trticle i partial list of the 
newspaper repoiis which described 
the incidents and on the basis of which 
my article was vsiitten To the best of 
my knowledge none of the original 
reports has as yet been challenged in 
any Legislature tor having been in 
accurate 

That such unfoitunate incidents 
occur IS common knowledge "V ou have 
ourself had occasion to chastise mem 
ers for then conduct, to sav, for 
instance on 24 July, that you wished 
the constituents of a membei were to 
witness what he was doing, to remind 
members that valuable time and 
money were being wasted, to warn 
,them that the voters would not pardon 
them if they persisted in unruly con 
duct 

Speaking in Bhopal on 3 August you 
were equally emphatic The UNI re 


Or consider the reports in this 
morning's papers about the I ok Sabha 
yesterday They describe what the 
Statesman characterises as "an uproar 
strongei than any in recent years ” 
Members are reported as shouting at 
each othet for 4“? minutes, as waving 
photographs and documents Two 
members are reported to have been 
“challenging each other menacingly, ’ 
to have nearly come to blows You are 
described variously as “going ahead 
dourly with the business on hand,” as 
having “remained sitting, watching 
helplessly red faced members gesticu 
latmg at one another and wanting the 
chair to take notice of their pleas'* as 
being “harassed and bewildered," as 
resorting to “a new technique,” that 
of, as you are quoted as saying, letting 
MPs “get their gas out ” In the end you 
are quoted as having been constrained 
to remark (as the record is not avail 
able at the moment, I am quoting from 
the newspapers) that the conduct of 
the members was “absolutely wrong 
and highly undignified,” that you 
“could not stand the indecency,” that, 
you wondered how such things could 
happen in the presence ot those who 
had occupied key positions, that mem¬ 
bers should remember, after all, that 
the House was not a wrestling arena 
The Batriot reports you as telling the 
members, “It ill behoves all of you to 
shout in this manner You must exer 
else some discretion, some self control 
and show some sense It is very undig¬ 
nified of members of this House to 
behave in this manner,” and as telling 
them, “If each of you is to behave as he 


person like Mr Hidayatullah has had 
to chastise members The day before 
yesterday a full hour was lost in he 
ated exchanges, yesterday again, the 
papers this morning report, disorder 
marred the proceedings of the House 
for half an hour 

We thus have your direct testimony 
and that of other distinguished presid 
mg officers on the state of affairs that 
I depicted summarily in a “A Furore a 
Day” Nor are presiding officers the 
only ones from within Parliament to 
have expressed apprehensions of this 
kind 

Perspicacious members too have on 
occasion expressed their dismay at 
some of the proceedings As just one 
instance, I draw your attention to the 
column “Last Hurrah For Democracy” 
by Mr Khushwant Singh, the dlsting 
uished member of the Rajya Sabha 
and Chief Editor of the Hindustan 
Times Writing in the Hindustan Times 
of 1 August 1980, Mr Khushwant Singh 
has affirmed that his stay in Parlia 
ment confirms the substance of my 
article He has narrated incidents from 
his direct knowledge Reflecting on his 
own experience, on what is known 
about the goings-on in several Legisla¬ 
tures and on the costs of such periodic 
tumult, Mr Khushwant Singh, MP, has 
been led even to remark that “People 
may well ask Did we elect these 
Jokers to these august Assemblies to 
go and shout at each other and create 
acenes?” 

The remarks made by Mr K. S. 
Hegde and Mr Hidayatullah on several, 
occaslona, your own remarks and the 
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testimony of an MP like Mr Khush- 
want Singh convince me that I was not 
wrong in writing as I did about Parlia¬ 
ment And, as you know so well, pro¬ 
ceedings in the Assemblies of Bihar, 
UP, MP, Haryana, to cite four exam¬ 
ples of Assemblies whose records I 
have examined, are much more tumul¬ 
tuous than those of the Lok Sabha 
I do not believe and certainly did 
not want to suggest in “A Furore a 
Day" that members of the Lok Sabha 
and other legislative bodies do no 
serious work at all and spend all their 
time shouting at each other Indian 
Express along with several other pap¬ 
ers faithfully reports the substantive 
debates that take place in our Legisla 
tuies as well as the important laws 
that are passed During the one and a 
half years that I have spent at the 
Indian Express there has not been a 
single occasion when a Legislature has 
complained that, given the limitations 
of news space and staff under which 
we have necessaiily to function, the 
paper failed to report the serious busi¬ 
ness transacted by the House In "A 
Furore a Day" also, whenever I could 
find a reference to the actual time that 
the particular outburst took, I re¬ 
corded It Kleven incidents in the Lok 
Sabha, for instance, are mentioned in 
the article I could locate the time 
(ranging from 20 to 45 minutes' taken 
up in the rase of six of these incidents 
and this was duly recorded. No objec¬ 
tive reader could infer from these 
references that the Lok Sabha did no 
serious work at all on these days as he 
must surely know that the sessions of 
the House lasted longer than 20 to 45 
minutes on these days 

In brief, the first point I would 
submit tor your consideration is that 
the narration of incidents mentioned 
in my article is truthful and is a fair 
summary of what actually iranspiied 
You will lecall that by the 44th 
Amendment Parliament, introduced 
Article 361(A) into our Constitution 
This Article states, inter aha, that no 
person shall be liable to any proceed¬ 
ings in a court for publishing in a 
newspaper a substantially true teport 
of proceedings in a Legislature unless 
the publication is proved to have been 
made with malice The earlier qual¬ 
ifying clause in the Fero/e Gandhi Act 
that the publication was actionable if 
It could be established that it was not 
in the public interest, a clause that 
was liable to elastic interpretation, has 
been dropped I cannot imagine that 
while a Legislature would prevent the 
courts from punishing anyone for pub¬ 
lishing a substantially true report of 
proceedings in the Legislature, it 
would go ahead and itself prosecute 
the person for doing just that 

B: INTENTION 

After truth, the second point I 
would like to submit for your consider¬ 
ation IS intent As you know, it has 
often been held (see, for instance. In 


Re- S Mulgaokar, Supreme Court Re¬ 
ports, 1978, III, po 162-189) that pro¬ 
ceedings for contempt should not gen¬ 
erally be launched against a person if 
his intention was not that of bringing 
the institution into contempt The Lok 
Sabha is, of course, the sole judge of 
Its privileges but this principle is so 
unexceptionable that I am confident 
the House will find it worthy of its 
dignity 

I believe and have consistently 
maintained that parliamentary institu¬ 
tions are of vital importance to our 
country My objective has always been 
to strengthen these institutions, not to 
enfeeble them by bringing them into 
contempt 

Over the years, along with a very 
large number of observers, I have 
watched with distiess the fact that 
individuals in these institutions have 
abandoned the high standards that 
alone are consonant with the status 
and high purpose of these institutions 
Watching the Legislatures and the 


increasing difticulty that presiding 
officers have faced in persuading 
members to lestrain themselves, 1 
have been led to believe that if there 
IS any hope of preventing things from 
sliding further it lies with the citizen 
ry, a citizenry that has been aroused to 
what is going on and, realising the 
eventual consequences of the drift, 
then restrains its representatives For 
this reason I have in the past (Indian 
Express, 16 August 1978, 27 March 
1979, 12 May 1979) urged that pro¬ 
ceedings of our Legislatures should be 
televised and broadcast and that they 
should be reported in the minutest 
detail by our Press The article in 
question, “A Furore a Day”, was writ¬ 
ten precisely in this spirit, of doing 
whatever little I could to strengthen 
our Legislatures by awakening as 
many people as I could reach to the 
state of affairs 


I am encouraged to note that m a 
recent exchange on the floor of the 
House, you yourself seemed to indi¬ 
cate that the remedy may lie only with 
a better informed citizenry You will 
recall that on 24 July there was consid¬ 
erable disorder, and a member of the 
House thought it fit to stand up on the 
bench After a number of exchanges 
with him and other members you re¬ 
marked (I am recording a free transla¬ 
tion of your remarks), “The point to 
see IS and I think it would be good if 
voters observe you and see how you 
conduct your business I am saddened 
by this You are the ones who have 
formulated the lules and regulations 
and the Parliament shall be conducted 
according to those But if this is the 
way in which you want to conduct 
yourselves, then I cannot take excep¬ 
tion After all, the House is not mine 
alone, ii is youi House Conduct it as 
you wiH But remember one thing, 
people outside will not pardon us. It is 
a straightforward matter we are re¬ 


sponsible to people outside ” 

In the remarks you made to the 
Bhopal Union of Working Journalists 
on 3 August to whuh I have alluded 
earlier you were even more specific 
You said that proceedings of Parlia¬ 
ment should be televised so that peo¬ 
ple get an idea of what their elected 
representatives do and how they con¬ 
duct themselves 

In your remark directed at one 
member in the Lok Sabha on 24 July 
as well as in your general comments in 
Bhopal you certainly did not want 
voters to witness what is going on 
merely for their amusement The im¬ 
port of your remarks obviously was 
vour expectation that it voters saw. 
what IS going on they would be suffi¬ 
ciently aroused to bung their repre¬ 
sentatives to book My intention has 
been no different Knowing that con¬ 
stituents cannot be physically present 
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I cannot imagine that while 
a Legislature would 
prevent the courts from 
punishing anyone for 
publishing a substantially 
true report of proceedings 
in the Legislature, it would 
go ahead and itself 
prosecute the person for 
doing just that. 






/ also hope that your 
suggestior) to televise 
proceedinas of 
Legislatures will be acted 
upon soon so that people 
may, as you desire, get to 
know what their 
representatives are doing... 



m the House und that the proceedings 
of our Legislatures are still not being 
televised or broadcast. I have periodic¬ 
ally written about the proceedings to 
inform ds many citizens as I could 
reach “A Furore a Day” was written 
with the same intention, that of in¬ 
forming voters so that they may ensure 
better and more productive conduct 
from their representatives 

1, therefore, submit as the second 
point for your consideration that Mr 
Khan has taken offence as he has 
misconstrued the purpose of the 
article 

C: PRIVILEGE 


The third point I submit for your 
consideration is the nature of privilege 
Itself Privilege is not meant to set 
individual legislators up as supermen 
It IS meant, as May and other author¬ 
ities have stressed, to enable legisla¬ 
tors to perform their functions more 
effectively With vour deep acquaint¬ 
ance with such matters, you will recall 
May’s observation in Par/iamenrary 
Practice that, “The distinctive mark of 
a privilege is its antillaiv character 
The privileges of Pailiainent are rights 
which are ahsnhitely necessary (or the 
due execution ot its powers ” That is 
why, for instance, legislators are 
accorded freedom of speech and de¬ 
bate, immunity from arrest, and im¬ 
munity from court proceedings for 
what they say in the Legislatures. As a 
citizen I cannot see what function 
would be facilitated if ihe Press were 
restrained from presenting a faithful 
and true account of what transpires in 
Parliament or the state Assemblies 
On the contrary, if the Press desists 
from reporting incidents of the k>nd I 
catalogued in “A Furore a Day”, it 
could be held to have actively harmed 
the cause of the Legislatures and in 
the long run contributed to disabling 
them from performing their functions. 
TTie sequence is easy to forecast' unre 
ported, and thus unrestrained, such 
incidents become commonplace, such 
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incidents having become common¬ 
place, the legitimacy of Parliament 
and Legislatures dwindles, legitimacy 
having dwindled, people stop recognis¬ 
ing their authority and the Legisla¬ 
tures are disabled from performing 
their primary function, that of legislat¬ 
ing for the people Should the Press 
contribute to such a process by silence. 
It could certainly be held in the long 
run to have thwarted Parliament’s 
functions and thus breached its pri¬ 
vileges But how can the Press, and iii 
this particular instance, I be held to 
have breached a privilege when 1 have 
recounted truthfully events that 
actually transpired in legislatures and 
have done so precisely to strengthen 
Parliament and the Assemblies so that 
they may perform their functions more 
effectively’ 


D: DUTIES AS 
A CITIZEN _ 

1 realise that under present prac¬ 
tice each Legislature is the sole judge 
of Its privileges I also realise that 
even though privileges of Legislatures 
are not mentioned in Article 19(2) as 
constituting a ground on which reason¬ 
able restrictions may be placed on the 
freedom of speech, the Supreme Court 
has in the past held that fundamental 
rights must subserve privileges of Leg¬ 
islatures I realise furthermore that in 
spite of the expectation of the Consti¬ 
tuent Assembly that Articles 105(3) 
and 194(3) would be replaced within a 
short period by a more specific 
enumeration of privileges, for 30 years 
our Legislatures have not dehned 
their privileges and have continued to 
reply on Articles 105(3) and 194(3) 
which define them with reference to 
the unspecified privileges of the 
House of Commons I realise that these 
three things taken together mean that 
today the Lok Sabha has, to use Mait¬ 
land’s apt expression, “a legal power 
to turn into a contempt just what it 


pleases.” 

But there is a higher consideration 
than current practice and rulings such- 
as MSM Sharma —the higher consider¬ 
ation that determines the duties of a 
citizen and the proper relation be¬ 
tween a citizen and his elected repre¬ 
sentatives I attach great importance to 
this partly because 1 consider the 
matter to be vital to the health of 
democratic institutions and partly be¬ 
cause the substance of the matter lies 
in lessons bequeathed to us by Gan- 
dhiji. 

Gandhiji, as you know so well, u^d 
to say that “real Swaraj will come not 
by the acquisition of authority by a 
few but by the acquisition of the 
capacity by all to resist authority when 
abused In other words, he said, “Swar¬ 
aj IS to be attained by educating the 
masses to a sense of their capacity to 
regulate and control authority.” 

Given this, Candhiji often stressed 
that legislators are the “servants” (in 
fact, as you will recall, he used ex¬ 
pressions such as “doubly servants”, 
“slaves") of the citizens and not the 
other way round He stressed that 
unless the people at large and special¬ 
ly those “who have accepted service of 
the land as an article of faith” con¬ 
tinually monitor the conduct of their 
representatives and ensure that the 
latter keep to the promises they made 
at the polls, the legislators shall be¬ 
come masters and the people slaves to 
them He, therefore, counselled all to 
continually monitor what their repre¬ 
sentatives were doing and, in the ex¬ 
treme, to resort to nomcompiiance of 
the laws pas.sed by legislators should 
their conduct or the laws themselves 
warrant this All of this, he stressed 
again and again, was equally relevant 
whether a foreign government was in 
power or our own 

It IS because of this that he taught 
us that neither legislators nor Legisla¬ 
tures are to guide the people, that the 
latter are to be the guides His counsel 
IS so apposite that you will bear my 
recalling it for your consideration 
Firstly, he said, I have not made 
any distinction between the pre¬ 
sent and the future Assembly under 
Swaraj, secondly, it is an illusion 
to think that MLAs are the guides 
of the voters. Voters do not send 
representatives to the Assemblies 
in order to be guided by them On 
the contrary, they are sent there 
loyally to carry out the people’s 
wishes The people are, therefore, 
the guides, not the MLAs The lat¬ 
ter are servants, the former mas¬ 
ters. The illusion is due to the 
present system of government. 
When the illu ion disappears, the 
existing unseemly competition to 
get into the I egislatures will also 
be much less. There will be a few 
whose duty it will be to go there, 
and they will go to do the people’s 
will... The third mistake in the 
argument is that the Assemblies 
are best fitted to guide the people. 




If we look around the world we 
shall find that the best guidance is 
given by those outside If that were 
not so, a rot would set in in all 
governments, because this field for 
guidance is vast and the Assembly 
IS a very small thing Parliaments 
are, after all, a mere drop in the 
ocean of national life 

As this IS the counsel that Gandhiji 
has bequeathed to us, I am sure you 
would not want me to barter my duties 
as a citizen 

A further consideration is involved 
As our Legislatures have refused to 
codify their privileges and, through 
Articles 105(3) and 194(3), continue to 
rely on British practice, permit me to 
begin by recalling for your considera 
tion the restraint with which and the 
considerations on which the power of 
committing fur contempt and breach 
of privilege is exercised there I shall 
cite but one instance, namely, the 
obseryations of Lord Denning in Reg 
ind V's Metropolitan Polite Commis 
sioner ex p Blackburn 

This IS the first case, so far as 1 
know he says, where this court has 
been called on to consider an aile 
gation of contempt against itself It 
is a jurisdiction which undoubtedly 
belongs to us but which we will 
most sparingly exercise more parti 
cularly as we ourselves have an 
interest in the matter 

Let me say at once that we will 
never use this jurisdiction as a 
means to uphold our own dignity 
1 hat must rest on surer lounda 
tions Nor vzill we use it to suppress 
those who speak against us We do 
not tear ciiticism, nor do we resent 
It l-oi there is something far more 
important at stake It is no less than 
freedom of speech itself 

It IS the right of every man, in 
Parliament or out of it, in the Press 
or over the broadcast, to make fair 
comment, even outspoken com 
ment. on matters of public interest 
Those who comment can deal faith 
fully with all that is done in a court 
of justice They can say that we are 
mistaken, and our decisions 
erroneous, whether they are sub¬ 
ject to appeal or not All we would 
ask IS that those who criticise us 
will remember that, from the na 
ture of our office, we cannot reply 
to their criticisms We cannot enter 
into public controversy StiU less 
into political We must rely on our 
conduct Itself to be its own vindica 
tion ” 

The office our legislators occupy is 
certainly not such as to deter them 
from replying to criticism or from en 
tenng into public controversy Indeed, 
It uves them' several advantages in 
such controversy And yet, instead of 
examining their own conduct, they 
direct privilege and contempt notices 
at others. 

I submit, sir, that in doing that, in 
asking me, for instance, to explain my 


conduct in writing-a truthful account 
of a few of their deeds, they address 
the question to the wrung party 
Who IS It that brings a Legislature 
into contempt—the legislator who 
switches loyalties, betrays the trust 
and mandate of the people, who hurls 
abuse and objects at his colleagues, 
who indulges in malpractices such as 
renting out his official accommoda 
tion, does he bring the House into 
disrepute or the one who metely and 
truthfully brings these deeds to the 
attention of the people’ 

There is cause, 1 believe, sir, for 
some introspection, for recalling what 
Gandhiji so often stresssed—that 
neither the supposed honour nor the 
perquisites of office should lure any 
one to a Legislature, that the only 
attraction must be the opportunity a 
seat in the Legislature affords for 
serving the people—there is cause, sii, 
for recalling this and contiasting it 
with what IS happening in our Legisla 
tures There is cause also, sir, for 
recalling the sage counsel that the 
Supreme Court gave to all who would 
-use the powei of committing for con 
tempt without first looking at their 


own conduct In response to the Spe 
cial Reference No 1 of 1964 the Court 
observed 

We would like to refei to one aspect 
of the question relating to the exer 
cise of power to punish for con 
tempt So far as the courts are 
concerned Judges always keep in 
mind the warning addressed to 
them by Lord Atkin in Andra Paul 
Vs Attorney General of Trinidad 
Said Lord Atkin “Justice is not a 
cloistered virtue, she must Tie 
allowed to suffer the scrutiny and 
respectful even though outspoken 
comments of ordinary men We 
ought never to forget that the pow 
er to punish for contempt, large as 
It 1 $, must always be exercised cau 
tiously, wisely and with circums 
pection Frequent or indiscriminate 
use of this power in anger or irrita 
tion would not help to sustain the 
dignity or status of the court, but 
may sometimes affect it adversely". 


Wise Judges never forget that the 
best way to sustain the dignity and 
status of their office is to deserve 
respect from the public at large by 
the quality of their judgments, the 
fearlessness, fairness and objectiv 
ity of their approach, and by the 
restraint, dignity and decorum 
which they observe in their judicial 
conduct We venture to think that 
what IS true of the (udicature is 
equally true of the Legislatures 


CONCLUSION _ 

In sum, Mr Speaker, I submit that I 
have not breached any privilege of the 
House nor committed contempt and 
that for the following reasons 

1 What I reported was a fair and true 
account of what actually trans> 
pired, 

2 The purpose of my article was to 
strengthen the legislatures by 
awakening the citizenry to the con¬ 
duct of their representatives, 

3 Privilege is ancillary to function; 
and far from functions of the House 
being impeded by what I wrote, 
silence is what will worsen the state 


of affairs and thus eventually con¬ 
tribute to impeding the functions of 
the House, and, finally, 

4 Reporting the conduct of their rep¬ 
resentatives to as large a number of 
people as I can reach is my duty as a 
Citizen 

I sincerely hope that you will dis 
pose of Mr Khan's motion in the light 
of these submissions I also hope that 
your suggestion to televise proceed¬ 
ings of Legislatures will be acted upon 
soon so that people may, as you desire, 
get to know what their representatives 
are doing and furthermore that you 
will take the lead in getting our Legisl 
atures to replace Articles 105(3) and 
194(3) by, as the Constituent Assembly 
had intended, a more specific enumer¬ 
ation of their privileges 

Yours sincerely. 

With best regards, 

ARUN SHOURIE 




Privilege is not meant to set 
individual legislators up as 
supermen. It is meant, as 
May and other authorities 
have stressed, to enable 
legislators to perform their 
functions more effectively. 





Planning for a holiday 


f t I N 11 V It a men 
iiii; 1)1 tilt MTs’ Con 
suliatm Comnuitet 
on Plai nin(i I was in 
lorfiu tl liv ihi Minister 
lot I’l.inniii):' Mi N I) iiwiti that a 
lit w (li ..I t Sixth I’lan i l‘thO Si) will 
It pi lit tht old di dt Sixth Flan 
(lh7SS{) Fionipilv I iskt d him lor 
thin fiood It isoiii wh\ Or was it 
mtitiv that till old dialt was the 
lanaia F ii i\ 

Ml liwtii whost /iAa/n/(mjn 
lit I I is 'll Oltit Woiltle hotly de 
nitd that thiin hut lit could not 
adxaiitt tint t pood It asons [nfatt, 
lit nitt klv otleitd two had reasons 
I list tht 111 w post 1 iimt lit had de 
Litli tl to sti ip the I iiiata s Rolling 
I’lan ind St tond tht new govern 
mt 111 had dttidtd to have new 
ohittiivts loi tin Sixth Plan 

1 have tontinuallv been an.a/ed 
at how a nontxisttnt tontept like 
the tolling Plan has atquired a 
lile ol Its own During the Janata 
lule whtii ptoplt used to ask me, 
Piav till us about tht lolling 
Plan ’ I had limply answered, 
“7 ht le IS no suth thing * One day 1 
asked Morarpbhai to show me light 
but be too kept me in the dark by 
saving, ‘I tell you I will never 
appoint an economist as a Mmistei 
of Planning Vou tannot tiust ex 
pe. ts 

Afttt ninth wasteful sleuthing I 
tame to th< finding that ‘rolling 
Plan ’ simplv means an annual 
leappiaisal ot the live vtai end 
production tatget on the basis ot 
tht annual peiformantt data In 
till past wt used to have mid plan 
leappiaisal viz after two and,a 
half years The Janata government 
had dttidid to make it every 12 
months At first 1 lefused to behevt 
mv own detettue work “Surely”, I 
said to nivselt the whole country 
cannot be madt to believe that 


/ have continually 
been amazed at how 
a non-existent 
concept like the 
“rolling Plan" has 
acquired a life of its 
own... When people 
asked me about it, I 
limiply answered. 
“There is no such 
thing”. 



By SUBRAMANI AM SWAMY 

appraisal of peiformance is plan 
ning'” But that is what the then 
government, newspapers and uni 
veisity pinfessors made the people 
believe So voluminous weie the 
roiling Plan Wia/ans that my dissi 
dent voice in the wilderness was 
dismissed as outpouiings from a 
man who was not made a Minister 

Now Mr Tiwan h.is decided to 
give what was not there in the first 
place Bravo' I ht second argument 
lor a new diaft Sixth Plan is that 
the successoi government wants to 
formulate new objectives for the 
Plan What ate these new objec 
tivPs’ Alter much pulverising Mr 
liwari said lamely that the old 
draft envisaged a 47 per tent 
growth rate in national income and 
the new draft will atm at a S pet 
tent giowth I ate 

Nothing (ould be more pseudo 
precise than that' Indian statistical 
data are better than most coun 
tries’, but still there is a I"! per cent 
margin ot erroi in the data Theie 
foie, how tan one talculate such 
precise target diffeielites as be¬ 
tween 4 7 pet cent and S pei cent'' 
Fven when the Janata draft tame 
out, I had told Morariibhai, "Why 
4 7 per cent-* Why not 4 71224 per 
ceiit^” Moiaiji's reaition one can 
easily guess 

Lven if New Delhi liwari (as 
NDwas known during the F mergen 
tv) could distinguish between 4 7 
per tent and S per cent on the basis 
of Indian statistical data, I asked 
how this tame about Were there 
new piionties, for example, was the 
sei total allocation for agruulture 
mote in the new draft or less’ Is 
there a new economic strategy’ Is 
the government going to mobilise 
new resources’ 

Ml Tiwari floored me with his 
leply He placidlv said, “That is too 
earlv to say, since even the 
Appioach (to the new Plan) Paper 
IS not ready'” 

B it I remained as eager as a, 
beaver I said, “But the first year 
(l‘)80 81) Plan of the new draft 
Sixth Plan whose Approach Paper 
IS not yet ready, has already been 
presented in the Annual Budget of 
Ml Venkataraman and passed by 
Parliament So you must nave some 
idea of your Plan!” 


“No”, persisted Tiwan, “unless 
the National Development Council 
clears the draft Plan which can be 
readied only after the Approach 
Paper has been finalised and 
cleared by the same Council, I can 
not say anthing about the priorities, 
strategy and resource mobilisation 
of the new draft Plan ” , 

1 protested “ That means that 
the new draft Plan based on the 
new Approach will not come to 
Parliament before July 1981, by 
which time the Annual Budget con 
taming the Annual Plan for 1981 82 
will have already been okayed by 
the Lok Sabhd” 

“That’s right”. Mi Tiwan biight 
ened “That’s right, mv foot', I 
thundered “This means there will 
be two yeais of Plan holiday (1980 
82) of the five years ol the supposed 
Plan (198()8S)” 

"M.ijhooinan hdifi”(lhtre aie 
difficulties) Tiwan broke into 
lutknowese He was damn right 
The electorate of India had made a 
choice in January 1980 on the basts 
of this majhnotw and those intom 
petence over non performance, stu 
piditv over bu£,fooncrv 

When I left the meeting later, I 
thought to mvself what I would do if 
I was in Madam C’s seat The Indian 
ftonomv affoids such a wonderful 
opportunity to experiment with 
hold radical changes a rate of 
domestic savings of 22 per tent 
(compared to S per cent in 19S6), an 
easily rcplenishible foodgrams buf 
fef stock of 18 million tons, an inex 
haustible mvestible foreign ex 
change reserve of Rs 1,000 trores 
and the world’s third largest scien 
tific labour force Not’totalk ofSper 
cent giowth rate, India can easily 
! achieve a 10 per tent rate What do 
I we need’ Read my next column 


The Indian economy 
affords such a 
wonderful 
opportunity to 
experiment with bold 
radical 

changes... Not to talk 
of 5 per cent growth 
rate, India can easily 
achieve a 10 per cent 
rate. 
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naughty 

How did Billy Carter, the 
self-styled US diplomat, 
strike the secret deal with 
Libya that brought his 
brother to disrepute? 
CLAUDIA WRIGHT reports 
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II LY fARItR 
I dees thiee accu» 
Jsdtions that he tr- 
jadeclon the family 
leldtionship tiir 
,his own eniiehment that 
he was willing to accept 
advances from 1 ibyan 
government otfieials 
in retain for his iti- 
fluenee with the President 
on Libya s behalf and 
that not eontentwith 
a Libsaii payoff, he 
f offered his influence 
m liipoli to obtain 
nereased oil supplies 
for an American 
company that piomised him millions 
of dollais 111 commission 

Fven it true none of these aetivi 
ties IS illegal Washington is filled with 
respectable ladn s and gentlemen who 
make their Using trading a commodity 
ol dubious value lalU d inlliieiue But 
for those who ply the ir trade on behalf 
of foieign goyernments thete is an 
obligation imposed by law to register 
lustiie Department files show that in 
1979 theie were just over 6,000 reg 
isteted foreign agents euirently bus, 
atouiid town 

Ihe files did not include Billy Car 
tfci until 14 July when, after nearly 
two years of Justice Department inyes 
tigaiion till eats of prosecution and 
editorial noise, he filed his registra 
tion form This admitted to receiving a 
silvei and leather saddle, a platter, 
foul gold bracelets, a suit of clothes, 
and two fully paid trips to Libya 
( arter also declared he was not pre 
seiitiv acting on behalf of Libya Two 
pavnic ms totalling $220,000, evidence 
of which had been picked up by the 
I BI in June and which reactivated the 
investigation were identified by Billy 
as the instalments on a loan from the 
Libyans not as a gift or payment 
The legistration started a new 
Pre s blitz primarily by the Washing 
ton Scar (owned by Time Inc ) and the 
Washington Post (proprietor of Afews 


t* 



week) In response to their investiga 
tions, a number of new disclosures 
hdve been made by the White House 
Press secretary, [ody Powell, by legal 
counsel, Lloyd Cutler, by the national 
security adviser, Zbigniew Brzezinski, 
and by Mrs RoSalynn Carjer Among 
these 1 $ the White House claim that 
last November Billy Carter was asked 
to use his influence wifh Uie Libyans 
in the matter of the American hdstages 
in Iran According to the White House 
story, Rosalynn mentioned to Jimmy, 
who later dropped a hint to Zbigniew, 
that he should let Billy know that if 
would be a nice idea for Qaddafi to 
intercede with the Ayatollah 
Khomeini in Tehran for the release of 
the hostages Both Billy and Colonel 
Qaddafi aie said to have obliged 
The Libyan version (as yet unpub 
Iished in the United States) of Billy’s 
contacts with rripoli, his role at the 
White House and in the hostage ept 
sode IS quite different 

Thiough the mountain of circiim 
staniial detail and calculated official 
ambiguity luns the thread—explained 
by the newspapers in special ethnolo 
gical repoits on the Arab mind—that 
the Libyans are a craftj yet traditional 
bunch of bedouins, who value the 
blood tie above all other relationships, 
and so saw BiUv C arter as a natural 
conduit to the President But since the 
Libyans ate also according to the 
editorialists the world’s most blood 
thiistv teirorists, Billy was part of a 
nefarious scheme to draw US Middle 
Laslerii policy into Qaddafi’s clutches 
Among other things, therefore the 
President has been accused of covet 
mg up his brother’s dealings with 
Libya and secietly obstiucting the 
couise of the Justice Department’s 
investigation into Billy in order to let 
him off the hook Such a President, the 
pressmen have concluded, does not 
deserve to collect the vast majority of 
votes he piled up during the Democra 
tic primary campaign, nor the Party 
nomination next month In Washing 
ton the Star and the Post have there 
fore begun to identify a ‘groundswelP 
of opinion within the Democratic Par 
ty to knock Carter out of the Presiden 
tial election 

“The Press is trying to make mtik 
out of water”, says Ah El Houderi, the 
chief Libyan representative in the Un 
ited States “Billy is not a politician, 
not even popular in the media They 
think of him just as a funny man He 
was not meant to be used by the 
Libyans Eventually people will be 
shocked when they have all the facts 
They think something has gone on It 
hasn’t ” 

W HAT happened is this Billy Car 
ter first heard about labya early 
in 1978 from a local newspaper story 
A Georgia business friend told him 
that the oil state, which supplies the 












United States with roughly ten per 
cent of Its oil imports, was worth a 
closer look The two, Billy Carter and 
Randy Coleman, requested—and got— 
a briefing on Libya in March 1978, 
from National Security Council staff 
Six months later, Billy was in Libya as 
the guest of Ahmed Shahati, one of the 
most powerful men in Tripoli’s 
bureaucracy and head of the Foreign 
Liaison office 

In February, 1979, Shahati led a 
delegation to the United States, and 
Billy escorted him around the country 
But Billy’s remarks about “the Jewish 
media tearing up the Arab countries”, 
and about there being “a hell of a lot 
more Arabians than there is Jews”, led 
to a Press outcry and an abrupt de¬ 
cline in Billy's lucrative speaking en¬ 
gagements and trade promotions 

An old marine buddy who was con¬ 
nected to a Florida oil refiner. Charter 
Oil Company, encouraged Billv to 
think of setting up as a broker be¬ 
tween the Libyans and the oil com¬ 
pany In April 1979, the company lost 
20 per cent of its oil allocation trom 
Libya Accounts vary on whether Char¬ 
ter approached Billy or Billy Charter, 
but on 21 August 1979, a deal was 
struck Billy would be paid a commis¬ 
sion of 55 cent per barrel of additional 
oil he could secure from Tripoli before 
a deadline of mid-January By 

then Billy had his sights set on earning 
several million dollars Ten days after 
the agreement with Charter, Billy left 
for his second trip to Libya 

The Libyans say they knew nothing 
of Billy’s deal, and indicate there was 
no likelihood of a backdoor arrange¬ 
ment with Chartei At the December 
OPEC meeting, Libya indicated it 
would impose a 16 per cent cut in 
Apiil 1980 LI Houderi says the reduc 
non was not negotiable “There is a 
limit We couldn’t cut old customers 
(to increase Charter’s share)” El- 
Huuderi says he does not know 
whether the oil company paid Billy 
anything, but “he got notning from 
us” 

What he does admit is giving Billy a 
loan of $220,000 In August 1979, Billy 
was desperate for cash and in trouble 
with US tax authorities. He proposed a 
second visit to the Libyans, apparently 
hoping to talk about Charter’s oil and 
collect his commission before time ran 
out on his agreement He was mis¬ 
taken The visit was inconvenient for 
the Foreign Liaison Office in August. 
Billy insisted on going (with his wife), 
and on arrival demanded a meeting 
with Qaddafi He waited four weeks 
without seeing him. EI-Houderi says 
that Carter then asked for a loan. On 
his return to the US, he kept pressing 
the oil issue—the Libyans said they 
couldn’t help However, they were 
prepared to lend the money because 
they felt Billy’s loss of income had 
been due to his association with them 

Cheques for $220,000 were signed 
by El Houderi in’ January and April, 
payable on an American bank account 
Billy’s registration file declares that a 
loan for $500,000 had been negotiated. 
Chaiges that the money was com¬ 


pensation for Billy's political mflu- 
ence, or an advance by the Libyans for 
commissions on a future increase in 
Charter’s oil allocation are false, El- 
Houderi says 

He also disputes the White House 
aitd Press versions of Billy’s role in the 
Iranian hostage episode According to 
the Libyan, late in Novembei he re¬ 
ceived a call from Brzezinski’s secret¬ 
ary, requesting a meeting Thjs took 
place on 27 November when El 
Houderi arrived “There in the office 
was Billy Carter I did not know he 
would be there ’ El-Houdeti denies 
the White House claim that the meet¬ 
ing was set up by Billy Brzezinski did 
the talking He wanted to kpow “if I 
could be of help in persuading brother 
Qaddafi to persuade Khomeini to re 
lease the hostage” El Houderi says 
the request was relayed to Tripoli and 
agreed to without asking for a quid pro 
quo from the Americans 

T he year had already been maiked 
by severe tension along the Egyp¬ 
tian border, which the US was helping 
Egypt to reinforce, and by the on- 
aghin, off-again embargo by the US 
government of deliveiy of military 
transport and Boeing 747 aircraft, 
which the Libyans had ordered and 
paid for several years before El- 
Houderi says that no offer on the 
planes wa^- sought or made at his 
meeting with Brzezinski Or subse¬ 
quently He denies allegations that 
Libya connived with Billy oi with any 
other intermediaries' to obtain release 
of the planes Libva, he points out, 
could easily recover its money and buy 
Italian, French or Soviet substitutes 
Instead, he legards the planes a test of 
will with US which the Libyans want 
to win openly, without subterfuge, 
biibery or backstage influence 

El-Houderi says that Qaddafi 
agreed to relay the White House mes¬ 
sage to Tehran, and sent a special 
emis.sary, Abuzayed Omar Durdah, to 
carry the American offer to Khomeini 
On 6 December, Brzezinski asked El- 
Houderi for a second meeting By this 
time there had been a demonstiation 
and attack on the US embassy in 
Tripoli (on 2 December), and the State 
Department was publicly fulminating 
about cutting off diplomatic relations 
Brzezinski and the Libyan met alone, 
and then with the President in the 
Oval Office The conversation was 
brief, according to El-Houderi, and 
concentrated on the hostages in Iran 
and the US embassy incident in Tripo 
li The President was “polite and 
charming He asked me to deliver a 
message to brother Qaddafi concern¬ 
ing the hostages and his concein (ab¬ 
out the embassy in Tripoli) We talked 
about sending (another) delegation 
and the President made it clear he 
wanted positive results ” 

El-Houderi would not be more spe¬ 
cific a^ut the contents of the Amer¬ 
ican message to Iran, but foui days 
later, on 10 December, Qaddafi him¬ 
self gave a broad hint of what was in 
the works He told a reporter from the 
New Fork Times that he had had talks 


with Iran on the hostages. “If the US 
were to throw the Shan out of Amer¬ 
ica”, he is quoted as saying, ”or to 
inform him publicly that he is not 
wanted as a political refugee and take 
some action to try to repatriate some 
of the money he took”, the wa# to a 
solution might be open 

On 2 December the Shah left hos¬ 
pital in New York, with White House 
making clear it expected him to leave 
the country after a brief recuperation 
in Texas Apparently the White House 
had signalled to Qaddafi that it was 
willing to go along with other terms, 
for F.l-Houderi says he was confident 
that Khomeini would agree He re¬ 
fused to disclose the terms that were 
discussed, or whether Iran or the US 
caused the mediation effort to fail All 
he will say is that when “all the facts” 
are known, ’’Carter (the President) 
will gain something out of this- he is 
going to be* as clean as before, and it 
will improve his image.” He states 
explicitly that a third meeting with 
Brzezinski, reported by the American 
Press, did not occur, and he is empha¬ 
tic that Billy had no role or influence 
in what transpired. 

The White House' has an obvious 
sensitivity to signs, last December and 
now, that the President may have been 
hinting at a change in his Middle 
Eastern policy after re-election This is 
precisely what Qaddafi claimed in his 
10 December interview with the 
Times There is some evidence that 
Jewish members of the White House 
staff, who have long contested Brze¬ 
zinski on Middle Eastern policy, were 
responsible for a campaign of Press 
leaks, which began jmmediately after 
the first El-Houderi meeting with Brze¬ 
zinski At the time the leakers thought 
tliey were blocking rumoured Brze¬ 
zinski overtures to the PLO 

By making Billy appear responsible 
for contacting the Libyan embassy, the 
White House thought of evading re¬ 
sponsibility for the direct and personal 
approach to Qaddafi that it still does 
not want to own up to To the Press, 
this has made Billy look an even more 
certain agent of Libyan influence. And 
because ot antagonism, within the 
White House and in editorial circles, 
towards Libya a'nd the possibility of a 
Carter shift towards the Arabs, Billy’s 
case has offered a perfect set-up for 
attacking the President 

Tnis is how an otherwise minor 
affair of a jealous and greedy brother 
can ca.st a deadly shadow over pres 
idential politics And the White House 
hasn’t helped by its effort lo break 
ffee of Billy’s self-serving exploits It 
failed to tell the full truth about the 
contacts with Libya, and piobablv 
sought to delay Billy’s registration 
until after the Republican Convention, 
to minimize the damage to the Presi¬ 
dent himself The White House hasn’t 
been sure which was more damaging 
— the connection with Billy or the 
connection with Libya The Press has 
been more than happy to tar the 
President with both feathers 

(By arrangement with -New Statesman"! 
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TOOSHAR PANDIT reports on 

Calcutta's Deadly 
Football Madness 


ATURDAY, IS August Bengal supportets retaliated with wards the two exits m the stadium for 
was a led letter day for more missiles and abuses Meanwhile, coser from the flying missiles The 

some 80,000 soccer fans Bidesh Bose rose to his feet and kicked gates were however locked and no 

gathered at the Eden Gar Palit hard The East Bengal fans body could escape Even then more 

dens in Calcutta to wit turned furious Another spell of brii k and more people started crowding 

ness the first league tie between the batting and yelling followed The East near the narrow and already lammed 
traditional rivals, Mohun Bagan and Bengal fans were, however, pacified gates for whatever meagre protection 

East Bengal It finally turntd out to be when referee Sudhin Chatteriee gave the walls around them could offer 

a day of mourning, and shame Watch marching orders to Bidesh But their According to their position in the 

ed, among others by seven Cabinet calm was shortlived tor, a few stands, Mohun Bagan supporters made 

Ministers and the city police thief, ten seconds later the leferee ordered a dash for the eastern gate and the 

young men were trampled to death Palit also out of the ground East Bengal fans for the western gate 

and over^ 100 were wounded (six died After this the tension escalated Play continued eyen when the impns 
later bringing the tally to lb) in a rapidly as the tans reacted to eyeiy spectators shouted for help for 

stampede at the low priced eastern twist and turn in the play by fighting water But nobody responded The 

stands The sense of shock was truly hardei among themselyes boon after police who were sitting at the base of 

widespread as the tiagedy was wanes the referee resumed the play by‘drop fhe stadium on the ground, seemed 

sed by lakhs of yiewers on TV latei in pmg the hair it was a free tor all at the absorbed in the match 

the cyening Ihe impotence of the Raiiji stands lor the next lb minutts oi When the police who had lemained 

goyernment was laid bare and all it so till the end of the play The East passiye almost all through stormed the 

could do was to latei cancel the re Bengal fans clustered at the western gallery with swinging lathis, after the 

maining league matches section of the Ranji Stadium were in Imal whistle, the spectators started 

How did It all happen’ Midveay an overwhelming majoiity occupying running in panic, knocking each othei 

tiiiough the second hall s play all hell almost three lourth s ot the stands in the melee A regular stampede was 
broke loose at the Ranji Stadium Because of this the Mohun Bagan fans on Some of those who had collected 

stands after Dihp Palit I asc Bengal s were steadily losing ground At one near the gates tuined back and ran foi 

right full back tupped Mohun Bagan’s stage they exhausted then stock of the lower tiers of the stands hoping to 
left wtngei Bidesh Bose rather dangei missiles which they had cat ried with escape to the ground That was not 

ously Agitated Mohun Bagan suppoi them into the stands for replenish easy There was a ten foot drop to the 

tcis at the stands shouted abuses and nient some started pounding the con luwei tier conciete benches Unde 

threw missiles at the 1 ast Bengal fans crete seats with shoes and rods A trred, many took the plunge, some 

to register their protest The Last number of spoctatois swarmed to failed to suryive the fall The streams 


rd*n Gardsm (l) T>w Uub House (?) Cast Befual enctosure (3) Whera Mo^un Bagan Rag was rais^ (4) Mohun Bagan Tans (5) Cast Bengal tans (6) Mohun Bagan enckrsura (7) 
kaal Bengal fans (8) Mohun Bogan fans (9) western exrt (10) tastern Exit (11) The spedelors k)Ok the plunge here (MuBSadon sunil Sfl 












of people Lascadine through the nar 
row gates knocked down some who 
were trampled The Mohun Bagan sup 
porters being m a minority were more 
in panic Amidst the confusion the 
survivors started bringing the dead 
and wounded to the Club House Pirst 
a teen age boy—dead Then another 
One by one ten bodies—all without 
life—were placed on the floor of the 
Club House The wounded and the 
dead covered the whole floor The 
tragedy slowly sank into the conscious 
ness of a benumbed public 

E VPN before the match started, the 
atmosphere was perceptibly tense, 
as It always is during an encounter 
between the two traditional rivals 
Many were however hoping that it 
would be different this time since both 
the teams had already earned berths 
for the semi finals and the stakes were 
considerably lower A win though 
would have been a morale booster 
which both the teams needed to face 
Mohammedan Sporting who have 
fielded a stiong lombination this sea 
son (Sunday 5 ApiiU It is the only 
team which had not dropped a point 
till then Mohammedan Sporting who 
wcic one point ahead of Aryans (the 
next best team in the group) and had 
one more match to play (against 
Aryans) was expected to finish at the 
top of group B According to the rules 
the top team of group A (the group in 
which Mohun Bagan and Past Bengal 
wtn drawn) would play the number 
two of group B and the number two of 
group A would fate the top team of 
group B in the scmi finals I he press 
ure certainly was mou on fast Bengal 
because Mohun Bagan with a bettet 
goal aveiage could also do with a 
draw A^ usual the area around the 
Girdens swarmed with streams ot ex 
cited fans long before ihe start of play 
Mans moying in knots earned the 
colours of then favourite teams—ma 
looti and gieen for Mohun Bagan, red 
and yellow foi f ast Bengal long ser 
peiirine queues foimed in front the of 
gates leading to the stadium The first 
hint of trouble tame at around 2 4'> 
p m when the supporters of the rival 
teams standing in the queues before 
the gates for low priced tickets (Rs 
110 and 60 paise) started brickbatting 
each other For quite some time they 
had been trading abuses From argu 
ments to pushing and prodding and 
jostling, then the scuffles and the 
skirmishes Mohun Bagan fans claimed 
that East Bengal supporters had 
snatched away the sacred maroon and 
green flag and defiled it at a couple of 
plates. East Bengal fans complained 
similarly The police had a tough time 
restoring order and on several otca 
sions had to swing their lathis to 
disperse and disengage the warring 
groups working themselves up to a 
frenzy 

Many felt uneasy One of them was 
B K Saha, deputy commisioner of Cal 
cutta Polite whose task was to main 
tain peace and order in and around the 
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Gardens A crowd of 80,000 is always 
awesome But 80,000 East Bengal a'rid 
Mohun Bagan fans assembled in work 
ed up tribal confrontation is an expUi 
sive mixtuie any time Were tht\ a 
little moie unruly than usual on 16 
August^ Did the police fail to noli 
this^ Were their hands tied-’ 

lust about the time the tension at 
the gates appeared to be ebbing, vio 
leiite started in the western stands 
I'vidently the fans had cairied thou 
quarrels with them to the stands At 
ainund t pm, it intcnsilied tshim 
some Mohun Bagan supporters raised 
a huge maioon and green flag in a 
comer of the stand Some people from 
the Last Bengal entlosuie vsete sttn 
rushing towards the stand when iht 
Mohun Bagan Hag had come up Ilu\ 
tried lo plant an I asi Bengal flag at 
the base ot that stand but could not 
Retiealing, under a hail of missiles 
hurled from the uppt i tiers of the 
block the I ast Bengal fans tinalls 
hoisted then flag ne.ii tin Fast Bengal 
club enclosurr Two mori Mohun 
Bagan flags lame up at two oihci 
Stands Soon there was another 1 ast 
Bengal Hag in another stand I Ins was 
the western stands weie dividetl into 
two distinct camps the Hags indicat 
ing the nature of the duision 1 ,ich 
camp lesistcd enetoathments bv the 
other by hurling missiles and abuses 
fieely Ihe steel helmetted not police 
made repeated foiass into the stands 
to bung Older It is non wot thy that 
bringing Hags irilo the giounds not to 
speak of lathis and stones is baiini d 
Ihe poliee eommissionci promised not 
to allow this But say the polue “Do 
sou want us to conduet an airpoit type 
seeurity check on 80,000 people-’ 

Bv this time, deputy i onirnissionei 
Saha was definitely woiiiod So he 
spoke to the cits police tint I Niiupani 
Som sitting in the Club House \ IF 
enclosure Saha biiefod him about the 
situation in the stands and the possi 
blllty of things gelling out ot eoiitiol 
unless the police took some at non 
Som , however, thought that ans 
strong action at this stage tould be 
counter productive and asked Saha to 
get in touch with the Chief Mlniste i 
for his counsel 

The play began at ^ 4‘i p ni Right 
from the word go, the players of both 
the teams indulged in rough tackles, 
dangerous fouls and violent show ot 
tempers The supporters in the stands 
took the cue and there were sporadic 
clashes and brickbatting A number ot 
fans hit by missiles had to be given 
first aid at the make shift medical 
centre at the Gaidens There was a 
steady deterioration in the mood and 
temper of both player and spectator 
Even then when play resumed in the 
second half there was hardly any hint 
of the impending tragedy 

Meanwhile, having failed to trace 
the Chief Minister, Saha was back 
again at the Club House for consulia 
tions with his chief Again, the idea of 
firmer police action was considered 
unwise Consultation With the state's 


Ldboui Minister Krishnapdas’Ghosh 
(he ranks next to the CM in the 
Cabinet) who was also in the the Club 
House tollowcd Ht too favoured tes 
tiaim riit polite chief suggested that 
It might b( a good idea if some police 
men went inu) the iinubled slands Bui 
he did not imisut ilu idea vtis sigoi 
ouslv This pel haps tsplains whs the 
point lemained passive nnlookeis 
thioughout the game* Besides there 
w.is haicllv alls point in sending some 
toothless policenun inside the Mauds 
when the nu It sight of ihc polite 
always lendid to pto\ok< tlit speeta 
tois With the politcmen basing been 
rendtietl impoii nt the trouble en 
gulled the e.istern Rami stadium soon 
allei it aibsidt il 111 Hie wt slei n stands 
Anti It tontiiiiied till the woisf liagcds 
III the toumivs spotting histoiv had 
ocLUi11 d 

HI R1 .lie no shoit arlsweis as to 
whs It happened There has been a 
Steads deti tiotaiion in iht mannei 
.intI the spiiit 111 which lust disisioii 
tooiball IS jilased in talcutla now bv 
the lop teams I'lasi d ternpcis tough 
tieklts ind tstn phssital assaults 
hast In Lonu itgiilai teatuies One 
It ison IS ih It tooihall now means a big 
business Ihi tliiee lug clubs together 


\ii iii/iiiid tail hi inf towered 
to 'ht ^loiiml 




invest about Ks lakhs every season 
A pldvers’s fee ean be as high as Rs 
80,000 foi a single season Even in 
1972, a lee of Rs '5,000 used to be 
eonsidered high Now the minimum 
that a big elub offers to a player is Rs 
10 000 Natuiallv these clubs want the 
lun foi then money Bui most of the 
plaseis fetching top prices have pas 
sc’d their prime Obviously, to be in the 
game and the moncs they have to 
adopt any means whatsoever, lair or 
tool to make then club win If they 
cannot p/av then thes must fight Soc 
cei in C dlcutta is always a tense atfair 
Nothing excites the Bengalis more not 
even politics And if the encountei 
involves the Big Three, soccer mama 
be’eonus uniontrollable Chief Minis 
ti r_ Jyoti Basil is light in his diagmisis 
that unseemly behaviour of some 
plastrs doling the game and acts of 
vandalism by a section of the fans on 
and off th( fitld’ have tonibined to 
treate a psychological tlimaie of am 
mosits in which insane violence is 
easily sparked oft 

But tins can h.irdlv be an excuse foi 
the admimsttation’s failuie to ensuie 
safety in the playground which the 
tiagrdy sobiutally emphasises Socter 
has always been associated with sio 
lence wherever the game is plaved In 
Buenos Aiies 75 people weie killed m 
a stampede at the stands in 1968, in 
Lima, the capital of Peru 500 Micd 
noting in 1964 But always it has 
been the administiation anti the police 
which have had to contain the violente 
and also take the blame for any fai 
hues to driest it Iht administiation 
comniitted the Inst mistake when it 
dfcidtd to sell tickets foi Satutdas s 
match tiom one counter making si 
regdtion ot the tans supporting ns.il 
teams impossible Ihe usual pi act ice 
had been to sell the tickets Horn two 
tounters one at the Mohun Bagan 
Club and the othei at the Fast Bengal 
Club 

Ihe administiation also failed to 
lead the writings on the wall Only on 
18 (ulv the league match between 
Mohammedan Spotting and Wan 
marked all through bv trayed tempers 
and rough play had to be abandoned in 
the 20th minute of the second half 
when Prasanta Bhattacharya, the left 
striker for Wan, was seriously wound 
ed by missiles from the stands Earliei 
on 7 May there was violence ovei a 
wide stretch of Cenfal Calcutta alter 
the Federation (sup semi final match 
between Mohun Bagan and Mohamme 
dan Spoiling at the Eden (hardens 
Excited fans attacked passers by with 
razors, burst crackers and thiew 
stones Nine persons were wounded 
The police had to fiie five rounds of 
tear gas shells and make lathi charges 
several times to quell the disturb 
ances The next day again, some 100 
spectators were hurt in clashes be 
tween the supporters of the rival 
teams during the Federation Cup final 
between Mohun Bagan and East Ben¬ 
gal The match itself was more a 
demonstration of muscle than skill 
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The Shillong talks on 18 August between the represenhitiYes of the 
centre headed by Union State Minister for Home Vogendra Makwana 
and those of the Assam agitation fSiled to find a solution to the 
ten-month old imbroglio. But they were at least talking to each other 
again after eight long months. The last meeting between the Imitation 
leaders and Union Home Minister Gtani Zait Singh vims held in Gauhati 
on 22 February. The credit for bringing the two sides to the conference 
table goes to the dapper Raikumar Oorendra Singh (48), Chief Minister 
of Manipur And he succeeoed where people like Yashpal Kapoor had 
failed Oorendra was not in Shillong for the talks but the agitation 
leaders insisted that he should be. And, even after the negotiations 
have deadlocked again, Oorendra remains the only bridge between Mrs 
Gandhi and the Assam leaders Here K C CHAUDHURI gives a 
blow-by-blow account of how Oorendra achieved the breakthrough 



Count¬ 
down to a 
peacethat 
wasn't 

Juno Dorendia met Mrs Gandhi 
in New Delhi and volunteered 
his set VICOS to resolve the deadlock¬ 
ed di.ilosuL with the Assam agitation 
liadois Slu liad no objections The 
Mariiput C M then lang up his director, 
Veterinary and Animal Husbandry de 
pailmeni B N Kakoti, an officer of 
Assamese origin, in Imphal asking him 
to pioteed for Gauhati and establish 
contacts with the student leaders 

28 June On teaching Gauhati 
Kakoti stalled hunting foi contacts 
who could lead him to supposedly 
undc'igtound student leaders Finally 
he got one a teenaged bov (he does 
not want to be identified) who led him 
to the ‘hideout’ of the leaders tiasell 
ing lust bv a bus and then walking a 
distance from t(i^ Dniversitv campus 
in Jlialukbari Ihc AASC leaders pre 
sent 111 tfic house Pralulla Mohanto 
the presiilent, Bhiigu Phukan, tlie 
geneial secietaiy and Dhiuha Bais\a 
the publicits secietarv were suspi 
nous at lust Could be a policeman in 
disguise, thi v thought Kakoti was 
asked to present his identitv card He 
did and was let m The first meeting 
liowevei did not yield much as the 
student leadeis did not think that a 
meeting with the Manipur CM would 
be useful tven then, they agreed to 
give It a tiv 

29 June Doicndra airived at 
Gauhati airpott accompanied by his 
Commissioner tor the HilK, M D 
Tyagi and a Delhi businessman Raiesh 
Mehta He had a choice of two cars 
one sent by the \ssam government, 
and, the other—a 1 lat- sent bv the 
AASU Doiendra chose the tiat He 
was driven to the same ‘hideout the 
Gauhati University Hosttl where 
Kakoti had met the students on the 
previous day Mohanto, Phukan and 
Baisya weie all piesent Kakoti too 
was there The student leaders alked 
in detail, explaining their stand They 
however, did not want the met ting to 
be publicised as they thought it might 
hinder rather than help the delicate 
negotiations Returning to the (ircuit 
House, the CM sat down to work on the 
draft of an agreement that had to 
include, among other things, the 
AASU demands for the release of the 
detained leaders, reinstatement of the 
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government employees punished for 
paiticipating in the agitation and re 
mission of collective fines imposed in 
distuibed areas The venue tor the 
resumption of a dialogue between the 
government and agitation leadeis was 
specified It had to be either Gauhati, 
Shillong or Imphal With the draft 
Kakoti met the students They wanted 
one moie clause to be added to 
accommodate their demand for the 
withdrawal ot the P D ordinance 

30 June The Manipur CM returned 
to Imphal Kakoti and Tvagi went to 
Shillong to attend the NoithFastern 
Council meeting 

2 Tulv Kakoti met Vlohanto and 
Phukan in (lauhati and pleaded with 
them for the acceptance ot the diaft 
without insisting on the inclusion of 
the clause relating to the PD ordi 
nance 1 he AASU leaders agreed but 
they asserted that the dratt must in 
elude all their other demands 

3 lulv Kakoti returned to Imphal 
and apprised the Manipur CM of the 
willingness ot the student leadeis to 
resume the dialogue even if the PD 
ordinance was not rescinded Doieii 
dra informed New Delhi ot this im 
mediately 

4 July The Governor of the north 
eastern states, L P Singh, arrived in 
Imphal The Manipur CM told him 
about the progress he had made 

5 July The Governor accompanied 
bv Kakoti and Tyagi left for Gauhati in 
a special flight There Kakoti and 
Tyagi had prolonged discussions with 
Mohanto and Phukan for the next two 
days 

7 Julv The 'students finally 
approved the draft Tyagi lang up M 
L Kompani, the additional secretary 
III charge of the north eastern desk in 
the Union Home Ministry in New De 
Ihi, to tell him about it On Kompani’s 
suggestion Kakoti and Tyagi handed 
over the document to H C Sarm, the 
principal adviser to the Governor of 
Assam Sarin, however, was against 
committing himself in advance to the 
reinstatement of the suspended gov¬ 
ernment employees 

10 July Tyagi and Kakoti returned 
to Imphal 

23 July Oorendra accompanied by 
Kakoti 1 cached Gauhati Talks were 


held between him and the student 
leaders tor the next two days He also 
met a few other important politicians 
The Gana Sangram Parishad leaders 
too spoke to him Other callers 
included Khanin Barua al'eiiied IAS 
officei believed to be one ol the 
agitatois, ‘behind the scenes’ advisers 
and Bharat Narah the AASL assistant 
general secretary, said to be among 
the hawks’ in the organisation 

24 Julv The discussions continued 
well bevond midnight 

ZS July The talks ended at aiound 
2 am At 10 a m the Manipur CM 
called a Press conleience at the Cii 
cult House to announce the outcome 
But. the conference was delayed bv 
almost an hour as ht talked to New 
Delhi over telephone Only attei le 
ceiving the green signal from Delhi he 
announced that an agreement had 
been reached and the students had 
agreed to resume the dialogue 

26 Julv Don ndra left for Delhi 
For two days he remained inaccessi 
ble supposedly ill 

29 Julv He met both the Prime 
Minister and the Home Minister 

30 July The Home Ministei Zail 
Singh informed Parliament of the 
accord 

31 July The Manipur CM came to 
Gauhati Tyagi and Mehta were with 
him Kakoti was also summoned from 
Imphal 

2 August Kakoti arrived at Gauha 
ti Dorendra went to Shillong for con 
sultations with the Governor Return 
ing to Gauhati he sent for K N 
Sharma, the dean of law in Gauhati 
University and the AASU’s official 
interpreter Sharma carried the draft 
to the students for signature Later the 
student leaders and the AGSP leaders 
gathered at the circuit house for the 
final round of discussions with the 
Manipur CM 

3 August Talks continued till 1 
a m Again, it was resumed in the 
morning Around S p m the talks were 
over 

4 August Dorendra left for Imphal 
Tyagi and Kakoti stayed back to get 
the formal signatures of the agitation 
leaders Mohanto and Phukan signed 




'I had 
to do 
something' 

R K DORENDRA SINGH talks to 
K.C CHAUOHURI* 



There /s c/ifjcjsm that 
m 1 m-itead of giappling with 
1 m the piessmg problem"; ot 
vour own stare lou are 

_JacJ burning \ our fingei s f,ii k 

liAg the Assam problem 

A The exact reason for which I 
volunteered to help find a solution to 
the Assam pioblem was to defuse the 
tension in the entire north eastern 
region, ms state not excluded One has 
to ippi ei laie the situation in the pi op 
tr perspective When Assam is burn 
mg other neighbouring states and 
union teintories cannot be free tii m 
the conflagration T ven West Bengal is 
not outside* the range of this contl igra 
tion 

Q Ifow did YOU come ml the 
piciiiie-’ 

A 1 was convinced that if the 
Assam problem was solved the piob 
lera in other areas would also find 
then solution I had to do something I 
went to Delhi in connection with the 
work ot mv state I met the Prime 
Ministci and indicated to her that 1 
was pit pared to volunteer mv services 
to seek a solution to the Assam agita 
non on the “foieigneis issue bhe was 
notavcisetoit The AICC(I) members 
ot the north eastern region had a meet 
ing in Shillong about two months ago 
Mr Shyam Sundei Mohapatia general 
secretarv ot the Congress(l) also 
attended We formed a goodwill de 
legation with the Congress(I) leaders 
of this region I was one of the mem 
bers Every one in the meeting was 
anxious that peace must be restored 
There I volunteered to talk with the 
agitation leaders, students and the 
Gana Sangram Panshad (GSP) On my 
wav from Shillong I met them Mr 
Mohapatra also met them 

Q How did they react to your offer 
of mediation^ 

A They were responsive They told 
me that it would be incorrect to attri 
bute communalism to their agitation 
They claimed that there were mem¬ 
bers in the AASU (All Assam Students 
Union) representing all religions and 
languages They wanted that "fore 
igners” must be deported 

Q How 15 Jt char Mr Rajesh Mehta, 
a businessman, and an Assamese offi 
ciaJ of your government was also 
brought into your mission? 

A My idea is that I should take 
help from whichever quarter it comes 


You know how complicated the prob 
lem lb Mr Mehta, a businessman from 
Delhi knows a lot of people in Gauha 
ti Mr B N Kakoti, an Assamese 
otficti on deimtation to Manipur, per 
sonallv knows a number of the AASU 
leaders 1 wanted to meet as many 
people and talk to them to know their 
minds I hat is how they eamt into the 
picture I have even taken with int one 
of mv own officeis Mr Tvagi a com 
missioncr to help me 

Q I Jtimateh \ou were able to 
c tea to a ihaw^ 

A (Smiles) I do not know that But 
one ha* to keep the national inteiest 
above everything In mv own w iv 1 
thought I had a responsilulitv in 
strengthening our Prime Minister’s 
hands in the national cause Now com 
ing to rhe negotiation, the third meet 
mg was inde*ed a euicial one I had 
piolonged negotiations with the ^ASU 
leadeis at Gauhati I he GSP also 
agieed to mv proposals 

Q Ibtrt IS a lot ot criticism that 
YOU agtetd to tin oil blockade In this 
process the central goieinmcnr is the 
loser 

A This criticism stems from a mis 
conception It is not a coirect inti rprt 
tation I did mention the oil blockade 
in mv talk with the students Ihe 
AASL leaders told mt that when other 
things went well, the oil blockade 
would not be a stumbling block So 
thev wanted to retain the oil blockade 
for the tune being In a negotiation 
there is always “give and take’ What 
IS more important is to create a conge 
nial atmosphere So I relented, you tan 
sav My agreement with the AASU 
leaders was discussed by the Central 
Parliamentary Board and the political 
affairs committee of the Cabinet It 
was approved and the Union Home 
Minister made a statement in Parlia 
ment approving the agreement and 



J some misunderstanding I was working 
I under gieat strain in Gauhati When 1 
^ went to Delhi I fell ill My blood 
pressure went up Gnfoitunately 1 
could not meet the Prime Minister and 
the Home Minister This led to a lot ot 
speculation, I suppose (latei) 1 met 
the Home Minister and explained 
things 1 had also a meeting with the 
Prime Minister Things weie (then) 
cleared 

Q Now we hear of the plywooa 
blockade 

A It IS somewhat complicated It 
will also be solved 

Q Did YOU exceed \our brief in 
reac hing an agreement with the agita 
tionists in Assam-* 

A There was no question of exceed 
mg m\ brief as no brief was given As I 
told vou I volunteered mv services foi 
this I kc pt New Delhi informed about 
the progre ss of the talks and the 
agi cement 

Q One ot \uur PartY colleagues in 
HtSt Bengal Mr s^uhraia Alukherjee, 
accused you of pit piling a secret 
formula with the \ ISU leaders for a 
tut otf Year He said that in that deaf 
civet thins lakh Bengalis would be 
made refugees foi the st cond time 
A No no, the question of a cut off 
year is open to negotiation li is absurd 
to think that 1 would picpare a secret 
foimula with ihe leaders of the agita 
turn Such criticism is misplaced I 
know the Pi line Ministc r’s attitude on 
this matter How can 1 commit (mvself) 
on such a controveisial matter when it 
IS not within mv lunsdiction’ ^ cs. the 
AASU leaders laiscd niany issues But 
they did not insist on any cut off year 
at that stage though thiy aiied their 
known views on this matter 

Q Ud' the fmi>h il talk a failure^ 
A I Laughs) You Press people have 
no limits What was there foi it to be a 
success or failure-’ Ihe AASU and the 
Sangram Pai ishad lepi esentativ es 
came and in the meeting they com 
plumed that the authoiities in Assam 
were slow m implementing the assur 
antes the Home Ministei gave in Par 
hamcnr A loint secretary of the Home 
Miiiisiiy was also present He told 
them that he would convey their feel 
mgs to the central government You 
see the (official) procedure (adopted 
by the) government machinery at 
times IS also responsible for delay In 
my own government even I find it 
difficult to move things quickly due to 
procedural problems like movement of 
files etc I understand the students 
would not insist on release ot those 
who were specifically involved in vio 
lence They also claim that their move 
ment was peaceful Whatevei hitch 
may be there, that can be ovtreomt 
with mutual understanding I don’t 
think that all these would stand in the 
way of negotiation 

Q What will be \our next lole'' 

A In a sense m\ role is over My 
efforts have been aimed at breaking 
the ice in order to help both sides to 
come to the negotiation table 
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A doctor’s role 


When not attending his 
professional calls, Or Asit 
Kumar Saha cannot stay away 
from the stage A general 
practitioner m a village near 
Sunderland in north east Eng 
land, Dr Saha was recently 
awarded a gold medal for 
acting from the London 
Academy of Music and Dra 
matic Art Our Tarapada Basu 
met him in London recently 
Said the 34 year old Indian “I 
would like to make a career as 
a good doctor practising medi 
cine and keep drama as a 
hobby to help me relax ” Saha 
IS no novice either he studied 
drama at Monkwearmo'ith 
College and had appeared in 
W plays and seven films be 
fore leaving India in 1976 
Now he hopes to join the 
Sunderland Drama ( lub and 



Net result 


H h oops' And that is right 
Pieire t. ardin stretched moie, 
as vou will note, than his 
imagination to give these two 
girls the “hula hoop look he 
pulled some jeiscv tabrit and 


Gilt-edeed faith 



possibly enrol at New College 
in Durham for another drama 


The cult started in India, 
moved on to the West, 
gathered followers who were 
looking for something new 
The number of Kiishna de 
sotees grew and grew The 
movement built temples and 
did them on a lavish scale 


One such temple opened re¬ 
cently was aptly named 
Ptabhupada’s Palace of Gold , 
The multi million dollar 
palat e was built by the Krish¬ 
na C onsciousness devotees 
living in Marshall County, 
West Virginia, USA 


festive silks over hoops to 
givi iht knee baring dresses a 
d siinctive shape The ex 
hibits are part of Cardin s 
high fashion collection tor fall 
and winter in Pans 


Non-White Paper 



A White Paper has been 
recently published for the 
non whites in Britain This 
paper on British Nationahis 
I aw divided citirens into* 
three categories British 
citizens, citizens of British de 
pendent territories and those 
who do not fit in to the other 
groups So who will be thi 
mam sufferers it the White 
Paper’s recommendations are 
acted upon’ The numeious 
Indians, Pakistanis,Bang 


ladeshis Malaysians and the 
many Chinese The Pakista 
ms, for example, will be able 
to keep dual nationality but 
the Indians will not be able to 
do so Indians and Bang¬ 
ladeshis who have settled in 
Britain after 1 January, 1973 
will have two years to deride 
whether to exercise their 
light to citizenship by reg¬ 
istration, a process which wul 
cost the intending citizen ab¬ 
out £160 


Portraits of China 


The Chairman died in Sep 
tember 1976 At that time a 
painting was seen adorning 
the walls in Peking which 
showed Chairman Mao with 
future Prime Minister Hua 
Guoteng The caption attn 
buted to Mao said “With you 
in charge, I’m at ease" With 
the plans of the present 
Chinese government to de 
Maoify the countiy the post 
ers, pictures and poems of the 
once great Chairman 
vanished This was the decree 
of the Chinese central com 
mittee which said publicity of 
individual leaders was “lack 
ing in political dignity” But 
that has not stopped the pre 
sent Prime Minister Hua from 
putting up his portraits and 
inscriptions Perhaps, he is 
taking one last fling to be 
remembered because he will 
probably be forced to resign 
from his premiership at the 
coming national peoples con 
gress 











out on 

lirn&. In KudwMiPoinitpp, you'll 
jt «ecellent company with birds of 
ly faathers,floeks of woolly lamb. 


Kcitament that is 
Patnitpp, you'll 


holiday In Kaahmir, please mail twa- ■ 
coupon or contact the Conunlsslonar 
of Tourism, J & K Government Srinagar 
or any of the J & K tourist offices. 

Chandralok Building, Janpath, Naw Delhi 
Tel 346373 e 25 North Wing. World Trade 
Centre, Cuffe Parade. Colaba, Bombay Tel 
214365 e Airline* House, Lai Dsrwaia. 
Ahmedabad Tel 20473 e 12 Chowringhw, 
Calcutta Tel 225790 e Room No. 30, Ul 
Bahadur Stadium, Hyderabad a 2 Court Road, 
Amritsar 


and majestic trees. 

irtlight 

90 world's finest ski sloMS. Fat 
^ In tlw upper Jhelum. Horse riding, 
ddng. Camping. Chairlifts upto the 
il\h^ntaintops. And a trip to 
roof of the world. 


The best things In life are almost free 

Keep expenses low by staying away 
from main tourist areas. And get nipre 
fun out of your Kashmir trip as well 
Tourist bungalows cost Rs 25- 
(double room) and must be booked in 
advance. A bus journey is generally 
ex-Srinagar taking 2 to 3 hours to 
most destinations. 


Commissionor of Tourism 
J e K Cover nmant 
Srinagar 
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HE first time I ever met 
(Debabratd) George Bis 
was I remember thinking 
of Beethoven It was not 
his music but his loom 
that brought the comparison to mind 
That day, there was a hartal in the c itv 
and a friend, a Rabindrasangeet siiigei 
and a pupil of Debabrata, who had 
promised to take iVie to the famous 
room in Rashbehari Avenue had 
chosen the day because Georgeda 
would be alone As we walked down 
he warned me about Debabrata’s caus 
tic tongue and angularities If he was 
in a bad mood he was quite capable of 
throwing us out I was thrilled The 
lonely bachelor in his dirty den, the 
unpredictable uncared for artiste, this 
was the stuff legends were made of 
We had decided to give my large 
collection of Debabrata records as the 
excuse for the visit I wanted them 
autographed and my friend felt that 
even his Georgeda was vulnerable tp 
flattery 

The incredibly dirty and over 
crowded room, George Biswas bare 
bodied and in a loongi sitting in the 
midst of chaos and dirt (no wonder his 
asthma never left him) it all looked 
like the famous portrait of Beethoven 
in his old age, sitting in his room 
fiddling with his earphones, sur 
rounded with music, medicines and 
uneaten food George Biswas’s room 
had that atmosphere of total unworl 
dliness Rows and rows of tins, piles of 
medicine bottles and strips, books, 
music and the harmonium 

“So you want me to sign mv re 
cords’ Why? Do you want to sell them 
off? ”His humour was sharp and dou 
ble-edged but not malicious (The Vis 
wabharati restriction on his recordings 
had already started, so even though 
unworldly he knew that his records 


*1^HB RkUadruangeet singer was a 
JL rebd who lifted the conventional 
emiiiiaate style of singing to some¬ 
thing robttst and closer to the masses. 
As n remit he became the centre of a 
coswfvnrsy with the Vidlwa Bharatl 
Muelc Board (whose apwoval is 
‘ttebeiiery for recording Rabindra- 
amh'S sMgl). He insisted on the free- 
of ton singer and even used 
Western instruments to heighten the 
aieening of the words. In an tnterview 
gtran to Smday on 6 Ju^ 197S he 
seidi “Rabindrasangeet as an uistitu- 
tioo has emer^ only since Tagore's 
death. Tegorelemnt mim his experi¬ 
ences in developing his own music; he 
was thus both e creator and a student. 
But he succeeded by e set of people 
who had more of the teechw in them 
Hum the student But by which stan¬ 
dard cart you judge a mbindre- 
, shagSMt 01^7 Every Board mendier 
hkaduTes a final arbittw of dm 
sysmiB-iny misfortune is that they 
tte^rt of uaitsd in their jfiheo 


His life was no song 

KISHORE CHATTERJEE profiles Debabrata Biswas, the doyen 
of Rabindrasangeet singers, who died on 18 August in Calcutta 



would ultimately become collectors’ 
Items ) 

Fortunately m those days, his 
asthma still allowed him to laugh and 
a loud and giainy laughter followed 
this bitter crack Only George Biswas 
could have laughed this way at fate 
My friend looked pale and paler m 
anticipation of the bricks that George 
Biswas would go on dropping, but he 
signed all the records and ever ere 
ated some verses on the spot 

The lonely, unworldly bachelor, his 
caustic wit, his lodgings and cruel 
asthma Again and again I thought of 
Beethoven As George Biswas picked 
up the spray, I thought of Beethoven’s 
deafness and his numerous earphones 
A composer struck with deafness and a 
singer suffering from the breathing 
disease—asthma There must be some 
connection, some reason, some logic 
for these little ironies’ 

All his life Debabrata Biswas was a 
fighter Fighting against disease and 
tradition To transform Rabindra 
sangeet from an effete, intellectual 
often effeminate and drawingroom 
art, as George Biswas did, into a mas 
sive, universal and popular force was a 
muacle, but to do it against such 
heavy odds that was the greater glory 
Asthma forced Debabrata to change 
his style of singing in his maturing 
years Just to breathe he was forced to 
take long instrumental pauses When 
the pundits of Viswabharati and other 
5 tray pundits (riiicized and ultimately 
punished Debabrata Biswas for his 
unconventionality with a ban on re 
cordings, I wonder if they realised that 
Gerorge Biswas was fighting just as 
much for the future of Rabindra 
sangeet as tor his own existence 
George Biswas freed Rabindrasangeet 


from the shackles of rigid conventions 
and by doing so has given this art form 
a new future By reaching out to the 
masses, by almost becoming totally 
identified with a new, forceful, manly 
style of Rabindrasangeet singing, 
George Biswas during his active career 
became a kind of wateished in the 
history of Rabindrik singing, a crucial 
turning point No amount of restric¬ 
tions can prev ent the stream now from 
moving on 

Personal tragedy, physical afflic¬ 
tions can never be an excuse for the 
ultimate creative product Debabrata 
Biswas overcame his asthma as a man 
of his stature could in his songs Only 
sometimes at recitals the spray would 
come out and with the harmonium 
placed on the chair, would remind us 
that a fight was on The three hundred 
songs he recorded and the numerous 
p^rivate tapes will carry the story of the 
Debabrata ‘non tradition’ to the future 
generations Like Beethoven’s deaf 
ness, George Biswas’s asthma makes 
us come closer to the man, the music 
soars beyond the problems of physical 
pain 

In the late Fifties and Sixties, 
George Biswas riding on the motorbike 
was a familiar sight in Calcutta I 
wonder what happened to the motor 
bike at the end and when he last rode 
It’ But 1 will always remember him on 
the motorbike, his safiron coloured 
kuna flowing in the wind and Ins lar^e 
face beaming Iheie goes t.eorge Bis 
was we would sav like Ins bachelor 
hood, his loneliness hisdntvioom his 
unconventional singing, (,eorge Bis 
was on the niotoroikt will remain 
fixed 111 my mind as the ultimate 
symbol of the individual fighting 
against tradition and tragedy 
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Nandi's tale of torture 


And the kind judge who told it 


B ut for the tenacity of a judge, the 
story ot d fiail little girl, Nandi, 
whose ledl name is Padti, from a 
remote village, Puriina t'hatrapur in 
the Gdiijam district of Orissa would 
remain untold The girl is now at the 
temporary rescue home in Cuttack 
beyond the reach of tormenting police¬ 
men and heartless parents 

On 29 May, very late in the evening, 
Justice Kunjd Behan Panda was relax¬ 
ing in his verandah when he noticed 
.some movements outside his gate He 
asked one of his servants to take a 
close look A frail brown-skinned girl 
was found standing at the gate, alone 
She was brought in hurriedly, and the 
judge was astonished to find ugly 
brand ma#ks on hei hips and buttock 
The girl said she had been branded at 
reserve inspectoi Arkhit Behera’s 
house, wheie she was working as a 
maidservant 

Ju.stice Panda took up the matter 
with the police This led to a bitter 
confrontation between the judge and 
the police, which was subsequently 
taken to court Nandi’s case is to come 
up for hearing before a Cuttack magis¬ 
trate on 9 September 

After hearing the child’s pitiable 
story, the judge informed the nearest 
police station The next morning a 
police officer turned up at his house 
The judge asked him to get Nandi 
medically examined and also record 
an FIR A few hours later the officer 
came back and returned the girl to the 
judge Meanwhile Arkhit Behera ar¬ 
rived at the judge’s house on a 
motorcycle to take the girl back But 
Nandi had toM the judge her cruel 
story how she was made to work 
almost round the clock, not paid her 
wages, and coiistantlv tortured by her 
employers Police sources also con¬ 
firmed that Nityananda Panda, a 
police constable who was arrested in 
this connection and latei released on 
bail, had branded the girl at the inst 
ante of Arkhit Behera's wife So Jus¬ 
tice Panda refused to let her go with 
the re-serve inspector, apptehending 
danger of similar tieatment Unable to 
locate the girl’s paients IS days after 
the incident, Justice Panda took her to 
the office of the Samaj, Orissa’s most 
influential local daily and requested 
the editor to publi.sh her story along 
with the photographs This would help 
her parents to locate her 

The police had taken statements 
from the judge, his wnfe and other 
members of his household in connec¬ 
tion with Nandi’s case, which had been 
38 



The branded girl 
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registered Later the police visited the 
judge’s house with a letter, supposedly 
fiom Nandi’s parents asking for their 
daughter’s return 1 he letter bore 
thutpb impressions, which the police 
claimed were her parents' Justice 
Panda was suspicious He wanted to 
know why the parents did not present 
themselves, and refused to part with 
the girl A few days later a couple 
introducing themselves as Haribatidhu 
Behera and Kadha Behcrani came to 
the judge's house They claimed they 
were Nandi’s parents But the girl 
refused to identify them as her pa¬ 
rents, even though they were her 
father and mother So Nandi stayed 
Later when I asked Nandi why she did 
not go with her parents she said that 
though the couple weie really her 
parents, she saw her father wearing a 
shirt that beloijgs to reserve inspector 
Arkhit Behera This scared Ker, be¬ 
cause she IS terrified of working in 
Behera’s house, where she was sure of 
being sent back So she refused to 
identify her parents 

Though only eight years of age, 
Nandi, has already faced great 
hardship Nandi belongs to an ex¬ 
tremely poor family which barely man¬ 
aged two meals a day Her parents 
quarrelled persistently Three years 
back her parents had abandoned her. 
Her mother fled with another man to 
Rourkela and her father left in search 
of work Nandi, who was then working 
in the same village as a maidservant 
for Rs eight a month and some food, 
was sold off almost as a slave, to a local 
police officer Relating the story of her 
brand marks, she said she had once 
stolen a currency note from Arkhit 
Behera’s house (though she did not 
even know its denomination) The re¬ 
serve inspector’s wife, intent on 


punishing Nandi for this “crime”, 
asked her husband’s orderly, Panda, to 
brand the girl with a red-hot cooking 
spud Panda obeyed, but not Before 
gagging the helpless child It was a 
cruel act of sadism “I began crying 
when freed of the gag The orderly 
•threatened to strangle me to death,” 
said a trembling Nandi, recalling the 
cuiel moment Twelve days after the 
incident, Nandi found an opportunity 
to go the nearby police dispensary 
where she showed hei festering 
'wounds to the doctoi When the doctor 
asked her how she got hei marks, she 
was too scaled to say anything But 
more cruelty was to follow When the 
reseive inspector was iiifoimed of 
Nandi’s visit to the hosjutal he scolded 
his wife And she in tuin severely beat 
up Nandi at night The next day Nandi 
escaped to Justice Panda’s house 

During the two months Nandi was 
with Justue Panda the police had 
stalled an insidious campaign against 
the judge The judge wrote to the 
Governor alleging that the police was 
trying to hush up the mattei On b 
Augusi the polite issued a Press state 
ment saying that Arkhit Beheia was 
not lesponsible for the child’s brand¬ 
ing An investigation—the usual re¬ 
course—was in progiess and the police 
authoiities investigating the case were 
awaiting the government doctor’s re¬ 
port The police claimed that though 
Nandi’s real parents had met Justice 
Panda, “the girl was not returned” 
They even lied that Nandi was related 
to reserve inspectoi Arkhit Behera 
and sent petitions in Nandi’s parents’ 
names to several places, asking for the 
girl’s release But the judge would not 
budge 

Reacting angrily to the police’s 
statement that the search for Nandi’s 
father was not started at his behest 
but the Cuttack Police’s Justice Panda 
said that he had peisonally met the 
district collector Miss Rajalaxmi at 
Behrampore and the superintendent 
of police Jackhuk about Nandi. The 
judge said that Nandi’s parents had all 
along been staying with Arkhit Behera 
and this was evident from the numer¬ 
ous petitions sent by them which were 
marked “care of Arkhit Behera”, 
above his address. The beatings at 
Arkhit Behera’s house had left Nandi a 
nervous wreck" the little girl would 
scream in her sleep, pleading with her 
oppressors not to beat her, or asking to 
be excused one last time. “This is no 
way to behave with human beings 
when we tend our cows and dogs more 
gently” said Mrs Panda, the judge’s 
wife 

SWARUP JENA, Bhubaneswar 










A film's struggle 



Mithun Chdkravarty w The Naxahtes 


Cj^O political censorship’—thus 
il went the clarion call at a recent 
meeting of the Forum For A Better 
Cinema Some of the “serious” film¬ 
makers from Bombay’s “parallel” cine¬ 
ma had gatherecl to condemn the Cen¬ 
sor Board for banning K. Abbas’ 
latest film, The Naxahtes 

K A Abbas in his film has not been 
able to slip in his message. The Naxa- 
lues IS a bad film, melodramatic in its 
glorification of a phantom force of 
avengers built up in the countryside 
and the sophisticated environs of Cal¬ 
cutta’s Presidency College But here, 
at least, is a man who genuinely feels 
what he talks about Mr Abbas, who 
felt over five years ago that he must 
make this film before he died spent 
over two years trying to raise the 
money for the film “I turned into a 
writing machine”, he told this corres¬ 
pondent recently. “Whoever was will¬ 
ing to give me Rs 500 for a short story 
was promised a short story Stones, 
articles, anything just to raise the Rs 
six lakhs that 1 needed for the film”. 

He thought of making the film 
when some Naxalite youths came to 
see him one night in Calcutta. They 
demanded he make a film on them “I 
told them who will want to see your 
film? They said, you people from Bom¬ 
bay who want to make films on dakus 
(dacoits), and on smugglers, you have 
no idea as to the sort of possibilities 
there are in a film on Naxahtes. And at 
least the whole thing will not be a 
figment of someone’s imagination—it 
will all be true. In fact, there and then 
I decided that a film should be made. 
Later In Bombay, since there v»es no- 
bodt 1 Itnew who would be interested. 


1 took on the protect myself” 

Although Abbas has tried to depict 
the atrocities of the time unbiasedly in 
the film, in truth it is not very realistic 
This IS mainly because he has used 
some very dramatic sequences in the 
film Further, his treatment of the 
problem in its final stages is such that 
some of the real life issues, like the 
differences that had developed within 
the Naxalite ranks regarding question 
of violence, have been sidestepped 
The film was banned soon after it 
was made Abbas natiiiallv leacted 
stiongly In a letter to the Censor 
Board, Abbas wrote “The second per¬ 
son (after the typist) who lead the 
script was none other than youi Hon 
’ble Chairman and niv fiiend Mr (K 


(CTr all began on 18 June, ten mi- 

Xnutes after the incident at Bag- 
pat,” said Satpal Malik, secretary of 
the Lok Dal, referring to the anti-rape 
movement the Lok Dal launched “One 
of our men, Jagat Singh, was present 
when the incident was taking place. At 
once he went to the police station and 
spoke to the SHO to ascertain what 
had happened. He was not satisfied 
with the explanation the SHO gave 
and he came to Delhi and informed 
us.” 

The next day the Lok Dai sent a 
team to Bagpat to find ouv the details 
and ascertain the facts. The same 


L ) Khandpur, who kept it for a month 
(which should have been sufficient for 
reading and re-reading it), and it was 
only after he telephoned me to go 
ahead that I started the picture 1 
know that scripts change in filming 
and so precensorship cannot be offi¬ 
cial, it can only be friendly advice, but 
let Mr Khandpur say whether 1 have 
made any serious departures from the 
original script ” 

Mr Abbas feels that the main con¬ 
troversy was based “On the Censors’ 
own conditions They wrote to me that 
the film 'attracts provisions of Section 
5B(1) of the Cinematograph Act of 
1952’ This relates to the interests of 
the Secuiity of State and public order. 
But do they know that the same sec¬ 
tion 5B also deals with contempt of 
court’ In my earlier film, A Tale of 
Four Cities, Justice Hidavatullah had 
expressly stated that when the film 
had been banned and the matter taken 
to the Supreme Court that matters 
relating to the fieedom of aitistic 
speech should not be left to the discre¬ 
tion ol mere secretaries, which these 
people now have done, and that the 
mattei of the ccnsoi certificate should 
necessarily be determined within 57 
days Yesterday (that is 21 Julyi was 
the 92nd day since the film was sub¬ 
mitted foi censorship So if 1 am violat¬ 
ing this Cinematograpli Act then so 
are they ” 

Thi ee weeks after the 92nd dav, the 
Censor Board fitiallv agreed to a few 
mild cuts Mr Abbas, rleaily happv 
with the fact that lie has got off lightly 
has now busied himself with the task 
of distributing tlie film “Atte' the 
sttuggle to get the film ihiougli the 
Censors, now the struggle to get the 
film to the public starts Khwaiasaab 
has received a lew ofteis, which are 
ridiculously low But he is happy, be¬ 
cause at least he has done what he had 
decided to complete, over six yeais 
ago”, said his nephew Anwar Abbas 
who is helping him with the work of 
distribution 

ASHISH RAJADHYAKSHA, 
Bombay 


evening, members of the Lok Dal went 
to meet the Chief Minister of Uttar 
Pradesh, V P Singh, who was then in 
Delhi The result an assurance that he 
would look into the incident On 22 
June, a delegation of Lok Dal MPs 
again went to Bagpat to check the 
details they had gathered about the 
incident Unconvinced about the 
police version, they found nothing 
against the men who had been shot- 
down except that they ffad petty cri¬ 
minal records 

“But that was not the point. We 
were willing to overlook the killings, 
but not the stripping of the woman in 


An angry protest 

Lok Oaf's anti-rape movement 



the open marketplace. This was the 
issue,” said Mr Mahk And this is the 
point Chaudhury Charan Singh drove 
home. In the Loic Sabha he announced 
that people could not foigive or over¬ 
look the humiliation of a woman The 
Luk Dal leader decided to hold a 
meeting in Bagpat on 4 July “No one 
can accuse us of not giving the govern¬ 
ment a chance to set things right on 
their own The incident took place on 
18 June, and Chaudhury Saab decided 
to hold the meeting on 4 July It is just 
that the government decided to do 
nothing and not punish the guilty 
officers,” said Satpal Malik 

The meeting was a success 
Thousands of people had thronged to 
Bagpat from neighbouring areas to 
hear the Lok Dal leader speak At the 
meeting Charan Singh said that the 
fight for justice would continue and 
that a satyagrdha would be launched 
The meeting adopted a resolution de¬ 
manding the resignation of the Central 
and state governments “for their fai¬ 
lure to protect the honour of women 
and punish the guilty police officials in- 
the Bagpat incident”. Slogans like 
“Chaudhury Charan Singh Zindabad” 
and “Nyay le kar rahenge ” rent the air 
as the Chaudhury announced his prog¬ 
ramme of satyagraha Madhu Limaye 
the Party general secretary, held a 
meeting to chalk out the course of 
action and Satpal Malik was made 
convener. 

The next stage of the movement 
began on 7 July courting arrest It 
was decided that 25 people at a time 
would court arrest but, said Satpal 
Malik, “When we went there we found 
that about 1,000 people had gathered 
Finallv, instead of 25 people, 350 peo¬ 
ple courted arrest” Except on Sun¬ 
days, groups of people continued 
courting arrest and each day they were 
led by a Lok Dal MP Within three 
Jays about 700 had courted arrest— 
ind the movement spread Lok Dal 
jupporters started courting arrest in 
Muzaffarnagar, Ghaziabad and 
Bulandshahr According to Mr Malik, 
the jails were soon crammed-full and 
the police grew helpless As a last 
resort. Section 144 was withdrawn and 
that marked the end of this phase of 
the movement 

“Once this phase ended, we were at 
a bit of a loss,” saicf Mr Malik. “We 
now had to plan out a diffeAsnt course. 
So we changed our line and decided to 
peacefully obstruct the functioning of 
work in government offices and courts 
Our movement was so successful that 
for a week, work in courts and offices 
in Meerut, Saharanpur, Buland.shahr 
and Bagpat remained paralysed,” said 
Satpal Malik It was also decided to 
observe 21 July as ‘Bagpat day’ when 
people in all districts of UP, except the 
hill districts, would court arrest. In 
Haryana and Delhi too, satyagraha 
began. While in Haryana a number of 
people courted arrest, in Delhi, be¬ 
tween 1 August and 8 August about a 
hundred women went on satyagraha in 
40 ' 


front of Delhi’s Boat Club. On 9 Au¬ 
gust, a large number of Lok Dal work¬ 
ers including Mr Malik, Rambilas Pas- 
wan, Jagpal Singh and Satyanarain 
Reddy—all Lok Dal MPs— were 
arrested at the Boat Club 

Chaudhury Charan Singh called a 
meeting in Bagpat and declared that 
on 10 Septein.ber he, along with MPs 
and MLAs of the Party, would court 
arrest This, members of the Lok Dal 
feel, would be the climax of the move¬ 
ment The Lok Dal has also decided to 
observe a Jana Jagran week from 27 
August to 2 September when economic 
issues will also be highlighted Second 
October, Mahatma Gandhi’s birth 
anniversary, will mark the end of the 
anti-rape movement. 

Is the movement meant to achieve 
political ends’ “No”, said Satpal 
Mahk “Whatever political gams 
accrue will be incidefltal This move¬ 
ment IS not political We want justice 
We waited,from 18 June to 4 July 
before we took any action We gave' 
the government enough time Besides, 
our demands were simple suspend the 
guilty officers In the case of Narain- 
pur, Mrs Gandhi insisted that Banarasi 
Das should resign But our demands 
are limited to just suspending the 
officers Of course there have been 
some political gams We do not deny 
that For instance, because of courting 
arrest and carrying on with the agita¬ 
tion our workers have become fear¬ 
less They have learnt what it is to go 
to jail—something most of them had 
not experienced before Besides, it has 
been good for the morale, they now 
feel a sense of achievement And final 
ly, It has shattered the myth that the 
I.x)k Dal does not have the support of 
the harijans In our movement, the 


harijans joined in too—in large num¬ 
bers.” 

And not without effect: On 12 Au¬ 
gust Home Minister Zail *Singh intro¬ 
duced a bill in the Lok Sabha which 
proposes a minimum imprisonment of 
seven years and a maximum of life 
imprisonment for rape The bill prop¬ 
oses to make the law more stringent 
without prejudicing fair trials, amend 
the definition of rape to remove cer¬ 
tain loopholes, ensure that consent is 
disregarded unless it is real and given 
out of free choice, the prosecutors are 
protected from embarrassing publicity 
during the stages of investigation a.s 
well as tria],and any information lead 
ing to the identification of the victim 
is not disclosed Finally, in the case of 
rape by a police officer, a group of 
persons or by a person having a custo¬ 
dial control by virtue of his special 
position in relation to the victim, once 
It is proved that sexual intercourse has 
taken place, the onus should be on the 
accused—not the accuser—to prove 
that sexual intercourse was with the 
consent of the woman 

Following d spate of communal vio¬ 
lence dll over the couniiy after Id, the 
Lok Dal piesident Chaudhury Charan 
Singh decided to suspend the anti rape 
satyagraha programme on August 17 
till normal conditions returned 
Chaudhurv Saab said “The law and 
Older situation throughout the country 
was already intolerable It has now 
been compounded by the Moradabad 
holocaust and its repercussions” He 
also leit a warning for the ruling 
Congiess(I) “One can only hope that 
the situation will not be exploited by 
the government as an excuse for im¬ 
posing an Emergency” 

SA UMI / RA BANERJEE, Delhi 


Oberoi goes to 
Melbourne 

Despite prejudice, another hotel 


O N 22 August, 1980 the Oberoi 
group added yet another show¬ 
piece to Its international chain of 
luxury hotels The Windsor in Mel¬ 
bourne, Australia, became the twenty- 
sixth hotel of the Oberoi empire in the 
midst of a major public controversy. 
For a two-year contract, Oberoi, back 
ed by a Saudi Arabian millionaire 
Sheikh Abdullah Fouad, offered the 
government of Victoria 1.1 million 
Australian dollars to snatch away the 
Windsor from the only Australian con 
tender. Federal Pacific Hotels which 
had been running the Windsor for the 
ast three years. The management of 
ederal Hotels was particularly upset 
with the deal, especially since it had 
lifted the languishing 'Windsor out of 
the red after taking it over in 1977. 
The loss of the Windsor was the second 
setback in recent months for the Fed¬ 
eral group which saw its ulans for 


opening a casino in Melbourne scut¬ 
tled by opposition from the local 
church. 

Instead of bowing out ^acefully in 
favour of the highest bidder, John 
Haddad, Managing Director of Federal 
Hotels, tried to make political capital 
of the Windsor issue. He accused the 
State government of selling out to 
foreign interests for a paltry extra 
25,000 dollars a year, which was the 
difference between the Oberoi and 
Federal tenders. “For the sake of $ 
25,000 it’s a very, very poor judgment 
and I believe the government is put¬ 
ting the Wipdsor at some sort of risk,” 
he said. 

Haddad’s criticism sparked off a 
flurry of protests. More than hundred 
members of the hotel staff petitioned 
the government against a change in 
•manai^ment. A Liberal politician was 
so annoyed with the deal that he 




vowed lo have the decision reversed. 
An obviously motivated movement 
was started to whip up public opinion 
against the Indian takeover Letters of 
protest poured into newspaper offices 
A coupon campaign, similar to a signa¬ 
ture campaign, was'set in motion 
Radio reports indicated that even taxi 
drivers and sales girls were opposed to 
the Windsor passing out of Australian 
control .Some critics went to the ex¬ 
tent of predicting that the hotel would 
degenerate into a haven for Indian and 
Arab terrorists, besides being “a popu¬ 
lar venue for demonstrations against 
foreign interests ” All this patriotic 
hue and cry was nothing short of 
veiled discrimination against Asian 
business enterprise It is unlikely that 
a similar uproar would have been 
raised if an American hotel chain had 
won the Windsor contract 

The Windsor, which is located in 
the heart of the city, overlooking Mel¬ 
bourne’s famous Treasury Gardens 
and Parliament House, is an impress¬ 
ive piece of Victorian architecture 
which originally attracted Mr Mohan 
Singh Oberoi, patriarch of the Oberoi 
group, as one of the few existing hotels 
in the grand palatial style Mr Oberoi 
has assured the Victoria government 
that “the colonial atmosphere of the 
Windsor will absolutely be main¬ 
tained.” There are no plans for retren¬ 
ching staff or to even change the hotel 
name since it has links with British 
royalty Mr Oberoi had, once, as a 
young hotelier, hosted the Duke of 
Windsor during the latter’s visit to 
India. 

Besides, in purely commercial 
terms, the Oberoi proposal was too 
attractive to refuse. The Victoria gov¬ 
ernment bought the Windsor for $ 4 S 
million in 1976 when it was losing $ 
500,000 annually, and leased it to 
Federal Hotels for $ 60,000 a year plus 
50 per cent of the net profits. Howev¬ 
er, it collected only a liegligible $ 
400,000 during the three years of the 


Federal management. The Oberoi 
lease, on the other hand, will bring in $ 
550,000 a year or $ 225,000 plus 4.5 per 
cent of total receipts. 

In addition, Oberoi is spending $ 
2.5 million on renovations including 
colonial furnishings, air-conditioning 
and decor. An Indian restaurant will 
be an added attraction at the Windsor 

Fur the last four years Oberoi has 
already been tunning an international 
hotel called Hotel Australia in Ade¬ 
laide, complete with an Indian res¬ 
taurant Mr Oberoi’s experience in 
Adelaide has been so encouraging that 
he has set his heart on buying a house 
facing the hotel 

The Windsor controversy has only 
spurred Mr Oberoi to make a bigger 
success of his new investment in Mel¬ 
bourne Designei's and architects got 
busy the day the deal came through 


“A lot needs to be done,” said an 
enthusiastic Mr Oberoi. There is little 
doubt that the Windsor will thrive 
under the Oberoi stewardship If aU 
goes well for the next two years, 
Oberoi will have the opportunity to 
extend the lease for another twenty 
years or buy out the hotel according to 
the original plan. 

For many years Oberoi has been 
competing with international hotel 
chains in the Middle East and South 
East Asia That competition will now 
intensify in the sophisticated State 
capitals of Australia The 80-year-old 
Mr Oberoi, who still nurses his dream 
of being recognised as the world’s 
foremost hotelier, is already making 
plans to buy hotels in Sydney and 
Perth Move over, Hilton and Sher¬ 
aton Here comes Oberoi 

JIMI HAFIZJI, Melbourne 


Police arrogance 


A ugust is. The time was 
around ten p.m The Foreign 
Secretary, Mr R D Sathc had gone 
to the airport to receive the Bhu¬ 
tanese Foreign Minister, D A. 
Tshering. But before his car could 
enter the VIP enclosure he was 
stopped at the gate A liaison offic¬ 
er of the Ministry of External 
Affairs, Pradeep Chaudhury, then 
went up to the gate, produced the 
relevant documents and requested 
the inspector-in-chaige, Suresh 
Sharma, and the constable, Dhatam 
Vir Singh, attached to the Delhi 
airport, to open the gate But the 
police personnel lemained uniin 
pressed They lefused to open the 
gates The piotocol ofticer of the 
Ministry, M J Rana was also pre¬ 
sent Both Ml Rana and Mr 
Chaudhurv pioduced then identity 
cards The policemen still lelused 
to let the car pass and a heated 
argument ensued Finally, Mr 
Sathe stepped out of the car as he 
was wondering what had happened 
At this the liaison oflicei, Piadeep 
Chaudhurv himself went up to the 
gate and tried to push it open This 
obviously angered the police const¬ 
able As soon as Mi Chaudhuiy 
tried to open the gate, the const¬ 
able hurled a blow at him It missed 
and landed on the iron bats More 
angered, the constable huiled two 
more blows, both of which landed 
on Mr Chaudhury It was only after 
this and further wrangling that Mr 
Sathe counteied 

All this in spite of the fact that 
the police outpost at the airport 
was given advance intimation ab¬ 
out the numbei of cars, along with 
their licence numbers, which were 
to be allowed into the VIP enclo¬ 
sure outside the VIP lounge, and 
that the External Affairs personnel 
were carrying special permits to 


allow the car to pass through. 

Officials of the Ministry of Ex¬ 
ternal Affairs were obviously sore 
at this incident The next day, 
senior officials of the Home Minis¬ 
try, including senior police officials 
anti officials of the Ext'ernal Affairs 
Ministry met to discuss the issue. 
Smoother security identification 
measures were discussed lyhich 
would preclude the chance of such 
an incident happening again 

However, after senior officials 
of the Ministries concerned had 
discussed the issue, they wanted 
the incident to be played down Mr 
M H Ansan, c hief protocol officer 
of the Ministry of External Affairs, . 
when contacted by this reporter 
simply said, “Oh, it was just an 
inter-departmental misunderstand¬ 
ing There is nothing really to worry 
about We have sorted out our dif¬ 
ferences You see tho.se chaps had 
to do their duty and our chaps did 
their duty.” Mr Ansan was however 
silent on whether the police were 
however right or wrong in beating 
up one of his officers This obvious¬ 
ly was too embariassing for him 
especially since he is a senior gov¬ 
ernment officer Almost apologeti¬ 
cally he said, “You see the airport 
police have a special task to per¬ 
form There are a lot of security 
arrangements Besides, the account 
IS being exaggerated We have set¬ 
tled It amicably.” 

But the fact still lemains that 
this IS not the first instance of 
police arrogance There have been 
instances before, especially in the 
airport, where many a newsman 
and photogiapher have complained 
of the rough behavioui of 
policemen 

SAUMITRA BANERJEE, 

New Delhi 
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Measuring up to your trust 


State Bank's vital statistics: 

Deposits over Rs. 7,500 crores 
Number of offices over 5.200 in India 
and 33 abroad 

Number of depositors over 1 crore 








.. And we continue to grow all round 
with your trust Put your savings in 
State Bank—they will grow fast 
And help the nation grow 

We have a scheme for every dream. 
Savings Account. Fixed Deposit, Recurring 
Deposit, Perennial Pension Plan, 
Reinvestment Plan, Janata Deposit. 
And the Minor's Account 

o 

State Bank 
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Unjust designs 

Terrorism in an architecture school 


T here has been a growing tension 
among the students of Delhi School 
of Planning and Architecture ever 
since an Afghan student, Haider Par- 
dais has taken to terrorising the stu¬ 
dents and the director has let things 
take their own course. The rivalry 
among students is intense and a sec¬ 
tion of the students have now become 
wary of the director. 

It all began, when, in April last 
year, the students of the institution 
went on a strike after a professor of 
the institute had manhandled a stu¬ 
dent The students of the institution 
also took this opportunity to launch a 
demand for a student union. Bijit 
Ghosh, then the Head of the Depart¬ 
ment of Urban and Regional Planning, 
and now the director of the institute, 
had encouraged the move for the for¬ 
mation of a union. However, once he 
became the director, in October last 
year, he started opposing the move 
saying that it was illegal and put 
forward the idea of a students’ council. 
Some students however, decided to 
start off the union without the permis¬ 
sion of the director. In November, 
1979, the union was launched, and 
some office bearers were appointed on 


an ad hoc basis till elections were 
held. 

It is at this time that Haider Pardais 
entered the pictifre. According to 
Arundhuti Roy, the secretary of the 
union, the director, Bijit Ghosh, de¬ 
cided to take action, against the office 
bearers of the union and told Haider 
Pardais to break up the union. This led 
to a senes of confrontations betweei 
the office bearers of the union and 
Haider Pardais. In one such confronts 
tion Haider Pardais beat up the presi 
dent of the union Eugene Pandala in 
April this year Pandala fell uncon- 
/icious vnth a fractured nose. A case 
was promptly registered with the 
police and Pardais was arrested under 
section 325IPC. Pardais was, however, 
released on a personal bond of Rs 
5,000 The students complain that not 
only did Bijit Ghosh defend Pardais 
but he even put in a good word for 
him. , 

There have been other incidents 
too. On one occasion, Gerard Da 
Cunha (another student) was chased 
all over the college with a knife with 
Haider shouting T will kill you’ He 
finally saved himself by rushing into a 
professor’s room and locking himself 


up there. “The director did not take 
any action against Haider,” sale 
Gerard. “As a matter of fact he ever 
defended Haider against the police.’ 
Again, according to Arundhuti Roy 
Pardais had threatened to physicall; 
assault her. “The director does no 
even give me a hearing. This man i: 
mad. Something should be done abou 
it. Pardais should be thrown out of thi 
hostel, as with him around, the lives o 
hostelers have become perilous,” $hi 
said. 

“A lot of lies dre being spreai 
about me. I did not bash up anyone 
We had a fight. Besides, all this i 
because of union rivalry. I am th( 
president of the architectural society 
which IS recognised while these peoph 
are not,” said Haider Pardais. Bu 
people still continue to be wary of him 

“What am I to do?” asks Biji 
Ghosh. “As far as Haider is concerned 
in one instance there is a case on in th( 
court so we cannot have a departmen 
tal inquiry. As far as the second case i 
concerned we have set up a committei 
to figure out if Haider-is guilty, but i 
is true that this boy is prone to vio 
lence But I have to rely on hin 
because he is the president of thi 
architectural society. You see we are i 
small, good institution. So we like ti 
settle our own problems without tak 
ing help from the police.” 

SAUMITRA BANERJEE, Delhi 
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AMfTHlNfi UIITW A' 3"l5 ikSi BECAUSE WU 
JUST TAKE THE FIRST NUMBER ANC THEN 
COUNT THE little POINTV THIN65 ON THE 
'3" ASP YOU MAVE THE ANSWER! 




MATH ,S LIKE learning A FORElSN LAN6UA6E, 
MARCIE,. NO MATTER U'HAT YOU SAY IT 5 
60IN6 TO BE UURONS ANYWAY! 



LETS 5e£...''NINE PLUS THREE" I TAKE 
THE NINE ANP COUNT THE LITTLE POINTY 
ThINES on the THREE TEN, ELEUEN, 
TWELVE THE ANSWER IS ’TWELVE" HA!! 
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In the heart of art 

' Is Not so long ago Smita Patil 

11 was in Calcutta, shooting for 
S Ashwamedher Ghora And 
I Mnnal Sen was on the hunt, 
I Brmed with yet another 
story by Amalendu Chakra 
V w borty (the man who wrote 

' M legendary Ek din Prati 

•**•*) So Sen bagged Smita, 
W /''i 2 \ found—for the first time—a 

^ 3i producer to .bankroll his 
I fifni before it went on the 

, floors and, on Independence 

Day, announced Akaler San 
dftanay The story, reports 
Ml Hafuji, IS set in a vil 

lage in Bengal during the 
famine of 1943 A film crew 




arrives to shoot scenes o 
starvation Its members an 
soon torn between demand: 
of the profession and thi 
call of conscience The villa 
gers, on the other hand, con 
sider them urban intruderi 
capitalising on human mis 
ery The crew finally leave! 
the village, disillusionec 
and unable to complete th( 
film The message’ Accord 
ing to Mnnal Sen himself 
“It takes a sensitive persor 
to project reality into a film 
It IS not enough to know th< 
art One must also have t 
heart” 


Facing the Times in Goa 


Two on one 


Times ol inaia ran t get away 
from the courts in Goa, re 
ports Mario Cabral e Sa First 
It was the quaint “Sir Dorn”— 
the “knight of Piast”, where 
ver that is—who took editor 
Giralal Jam and att critic 
Nadkarm to court for defama 
tion and libel Nadkarm had 
reviewed “Sir Dorn’s" exhibi 
tion of paintings held in Bom 
bay And “Sir Dom” had 
taken offence But “Sir Dom” 
is hardly the man for causing 
tremors in the Tunes of India, 
he IS, as he claims, an assis 
tant inn keeper—by virtue of 
the fact that he gives a help 
mg hand at his father’s tavern 
in a suburb of Panaji—and, to 
his few patrons, is quite simp 
ly Dominic Martins 


Dog day 
night 

It was one ot those myste 
nous phone tails But it soon 
had the C handigarh south 
police station in a state of 
alert Sector 23 at that hour 
was as dark as a dungeon 
The police party descended 
mto tne /iul/<i/i(opcn dram) 
to locate what w is aitord 
ing to the mysti nous t allcr 
■ “dead bods Howivtr 
after a few hours t'lt starch 
had to be abindontd 
Reason poor visibil ty 
Next morning the cops wi re 
m the dram again Many 
Citizens of ( handigarh 
watched the spectacle with 
bated breath Finalh a 
policeman cuntrged fiom 
the abyss, carrying the re 
mains of a dead dog wiap 
ped in a gunnybag 


And now the ex Speaker of 
Goa, N S (ugro, has also 
taken up arms against the 
Tunes of India and its Goa 
corre^ondent, Chmu Pan 
chal Fugro’s case is that an 
incorrect and tendentious re 
port filed by Panchal led to 
his defeat at the polls m the 
constituency of Diu This ob 
viously implies that the Times 
of India IS somehow very in 
fluential in Diu where En 
glish, Chmu Panchal’s or any 
body else’s, is Greek to over 
90 per cent of the population 
And, shying away from a 
bland denial that indeed it is 
not so very influential, the 
Times of India emissaries 
have been trying for an out of 
court compromise 


Arch 

competitor 

Reverend Robert Alexander 
Kennedy, Archbishop of Can 
terhury has entered his 1967 
Morris Minor 1000 for the 
1980 Himalayan Rally In a 
simple ceremony at Lambeth 
Palace London on 4 August, 
the Aichbishop presented the 
keys of his car to the two 
drivers who w'lll be participat 
mg in the rally—Philip 
Voung editor of CnUt-ctors’ 
< ar and Reverend Rupert 
Tones who teaches religious 
education Said the 
Aichbishop 1 wish the dr'iv 
CIS ill the best in this highly 
adventurous expedition The 
i.ir has served three 
Anhbishops very well over 
the VC irs and 1 hope it re 
mains just a. laithful on the 
mountains ’ The tar and the 
two drivers will be flown to 
India by Air India, 



Deborah—she refuses to di 
vulge her last name—is 19 
with a cheeky, impish gnn 
And with those long and love 
ly legs she has managed to 
race into the fashion world of 
Delhi She’s a girl who be¬ 
lieves in functionalism and in 


the bikini which, as she told 
Amichar, “is one of the most 
practical outfits for a woman, 
at least in summer—it gives 
you so much freedom” True 
to her words, she spends most 
of her time dressed in a two- 
piece swimsuit, lookihg cool 






KHAASBA^ 



S TORMY days are ahead 
for films and filmwallas if 
the rumour that Dev Anand’s 
Lootmaarhas been recalled 
1 by the revising committee 
^ turns out to be true The film 
li^as slated for an Independ¬ 
ence Day release and 
announcements to this effect 
were being splashed around 
Now suddenly the censor 
board has stepped in and the 
film’s fate is uncertain. The 
censors bogey has reared its 
head again and the super- 
action filmwallas are begin¬ 
ning to get insomnia If the 
title Lootmaar is anything to 
go by, violence is going to be 
the main victim of the cen¬ 
sors’ scissors. 

I niSHIKAPOORhadto 
LjtV cancel a massive shooting 
pjMchedule because he had a 
mysterious nervous break¬ 
down. The reason was traced 
very surprisingly to none 
other than wife Neetu who is 
expecting a baby. Some kind 
of sympathetic gesture on the 

? art of the young hubby? 

here are also those wicked 
stories which suggest that 
Dimple’s walk-out on the 
Khanna household is partly 
the cause of Rishi’s nervous 
disorder. Though why the rip¬ 
ples had to affect a person so 
far away, is what intrigues 
•people. 

R^EENATAMASalso has 
r ^ not been feeling too well 
lately. Of course the conclu¬ 


sion IS drawn from the sche¬ 
dules which she too had been 
cancelling of late because of 
some vague illness or the 
other The last few scenes of a 
long-delayed multi-starrer 
were held up in spite of the 
three or four other big stars 
of the film being down at the 
studio because Zeenat, who 
had gone to Delhi for the 
premiere of Qurbani did not 
report back on time What 
could have afflicted Zeenat 
who is usually so regular at 
her work? 

•pARIKSHIT SAHNI came 
JL back from USA with the 
other members of Suraag 
more than two months ago 
And he returned from his 
training in Moscow (film 
acting course) more than two 
decades agol But the man still 
cannot get rid of his yearning 
for the Soviet land. This time 
it was hoped that he would 
come back greatly affected 
by the affluence'and glamour 
of the USA and would ^et rid 
of his one and only topic of 
conversation—Moscow. But 
now he relates only the terri¬ 
ble incidents he saw and ex¬ 
perienced in the States, like 
nst-fights, oppression of Red 
Indians, highway murders 
and burglary, racial brawls, 
etc. And then: "Back in Mos¬ 
cow this would never hap¬ 
pen...” Will he never change? 
T\HAl(MENDRA had this 
IL/strapge illness when he 


came a bit late on the sets ot 
his film. The rest of the super- 
star cast who were waiting 
were astonished to see him 
hefted into his make-up room 


S by two of his men under each 
shoulder. He couldn’t report 
n on the set for some time after 
I that and then when he did, he 
t had those strange red, glassy 
^ eyes,which could focus on no¬ 
thing in particular and he 
couldn’t stand straight, try as 
he might. And he kept 
swaying though certainly not 
under his own weight. Every¬ 
body thought that he was suf¬ 
ficiently under Hema’s intox¬ 
icating spell to need anything 
morel 

G uess who is taking to 
morning jogs on the 
beach? None other than skin- 
ny-boney Deepak Parasher, 
the newcomer who needs to 
be love-sick all the time, to 
keep his spirits afloat. He 
doesn’t need any jogs on the 
beach, if it is his figure he has 
to watch. Go out there to 
Juhu before the city wakes 
up and watch his eyes, glazed 
with love-sickness and a fi¬ 
gure that boasts a trimness 
which puts other joggers to 
shame and envyi Maybe he is 
working out what is on his 
mind rather than around his 
middle. 











S UHASINI, the daughter of 
the renowned producer- 
director the late S R Pantu- 
lu, looks quite charming and 
may soon get offers to act m ■ 
films But she seems to be 
keen on cinematography and 
IS constantly seen in the com¬ 
pany of cinematographer 
Ashok Kumar Sidtasinns 
also an assistant to Ashok but 
these days she’s busy with 
couple of movie assignments 

PIOUSJI 


Rathi Agnihotn 




Suman and Ramva w “klamai Kolam” 


<«TN OUR family we don’t 
Ago around sleeping with 
our brotheis, howevi ■ ftus 
trated we aie,” raged Zarina 
Wahah when a Malavalam 
producer’s wife accused her 
of having an affair with a 
handsome lechnician “I call 
him B/iaivd (eldei brother) 
and I mean it'’,declaied the 
actress As tor the allegation 
that she ditched the producei 
of Swath, Zarina said she htis 
worked in loui lilnis foi 
Tarachand Bat latva’s Kaishri 
outfit in Bombay ‘ I hey ’rt 
such discipliiuiiiaiis th it the v 
won’t hesitate to sat k anv 
indisciplined at titles irom 
their films ” 

W FUDlNt. lullsioi 

As/iinni and diu ttoi I 
S Rangamay not t peloi 
quite some time, 't seems 
Ashwini IS gi'>ttirig Inisiet to 
Madras and Kaiiga has 
started a smiill inisMit sin 
Cine equipment in Bangaloie 
But Sant /1 the Kannad i tilni 
that biought AshvMin and 
Raiiga togethci 1 till to be 
released, though completed a 
year ago and shown in the 
Indian Panorama section ot 
the Interpational film I estiv 
ai at Bangalore this seat It is 
produced b> tiunia Imam a 
movie biitf who's the hack 


bone of Bangalore’s Max Mul 
lerBhavan It is believed that 
atopnutchdistnbutoi in 
Bangalore wanted to release 
Imam’s film but he burnt his 
fingers after showing .anotliei 
“aitistic” film, Vatsa/vd 
Patha That flop was a convc 
nient excuse for the distribu 
tor to postpone the release of 
Savitri 

y //AVAUJWAK who used 
to waste his lime doing 
PR films toi MCR has done 
good role in kaali Bur it’s 
doubtful whethei his career 
w ill 1 hange for the better 
[ust before the Assembly 
c lections ht switched ovi i tc 
tin PMK .ind surelv M(!R 
has not foi given him As they 
sav he would have been out 
•of the market a long time ago 
hut loi the patroifdge ol 
MtiR sponsoied films 

N Ol m.inv pi ople know 
that t tta/n kiimai acted 
111 ,1 Bi ng.ili tilni fot a Madras 
piiKliKti twoveaisago The 
tilni w.i, iinidi bv the well 
kii iwii (.< mini Bd.i/iwasih 
leuiakc ut ,i laniil -.upei hit 
madi iwo decades ago Since 
the Beiig.ili film flopped de 
spill Ihtam’s dual Idle plus 
ai lion and tin ills (lemiiii 
alieady in .i soup gave up 
making tilrns 







\ARETy 



Beginning September 7 

This week the Sun and Jupiter are in Leo. Saturn and Mercury are in Virgo, Mars and Uranus are in Libra Neptune alone is in Scorpio, 
Kethu alone is in Capncom Venus and Rahu are in Cancer The Moon will be moving through Leo, Virgo and Libra from Cancer 


CVAWES (March 21—April 

[ VK 20)You will make slow 

^ Pi^fBSS in business You 

will enjoy a happy domestic 
life but womenfolk may cre¬ 
ate problems Think twice before taking 
advice from a friend of the opposite sex 
especially regarding financial matters 
Disagreement with a relative is likely 
After a minor setback you will have better 
fortune in the weekend Good dates. 13. 
14 and 16 Lucky numbers. 4, 6 and 8 
Favourable direction West 


TAURUS (April 21—May 

y22)This IS a lucky week for 
/, V ,, you Youwillgainfinancial- 
»'..j ly unexpectedly through 
speculation Guard against 
deception Defer courtship and marriage 
Do not be afraid to adopt new methods in 
your dealings A happy romance is in the 
offing Make your own intuition your 
guide This week will bring you a lot ol 
good fortune Promotion is likely Good 
dates: 7,8,10 and 11 Lucky numbers. 3.5 
and 7 Favourable directions North and 
West 


, r GEMINI (May 23—June 

21 lAlthough you have over- 
come recent difficulties you 
' ‘‘ will continue to experience 

minor obstacles in busi¬ 
ness or in the professional field You will 
face opposition from an elderly person or 
from a member of the opposite sex Your 
affairs will make progress Benefit from 
an unexpected source is likely Exercise 
tact with those in authority You may be 
deceived by some quarters in the 
weekend Do not be upset if progress is 
slow Good dates' 9 . 10,1 2 , and 13 Lucky 
numbers 3, 8 and 12 Favourable direc¬ 
tion. North 


CANCER (June 22— July 
22)This IS an ideal week for 
love affairs and matnmo- 
"C '*^3 negotiations A new 

friend will enter your life 
You may have to cancel a journey at the 
last moment Contacts with elders and 
senior officials are likely to benefit you in 
your professional life. Time is favourable 
for expansion of your business Do not 
hesitate to put your plans into action 
Good dates: 7, 8, 10 and 12 Lucky 
numbers: 3,6 and 9. Favourable directions' 
West and North 


LEO (July 23—August 

22)Your companions will 
pick quarrels with you Do 
w S'' enter into controversies 
“ ’ ‘' with your fnends, relatives 
and superiors Avoid troubles with elders 
The time is unfavourable for tours' and 
parties Unlike the first half of the week 
when you will be besot with problems, 
(he latter half will bring you some good 
nows You will gam through a now 
friendship Time is good for love and 
matrimonial alliances Good dates: 7. 9, 
12 and 13 Lucky numbers- 2, 3 and 4 
Favourablo direction North-West 

, VIRGO (August 23—Septem- 

ber 22)Mixed fortunes await 
j you this week For those in 
service there is likely to be 
a promotion Businessmen 
are likely to reap some profits during this 
week Tax payers are advised to keep 
their accounts up to date Time is npe for 
parties and entertainments A distant 
relation will send you some good news 
Those planning and implementing new 
Ideas are not likely to meet with success 
Good dates 8, 9. 10 and 11 Lucky 
numbers- 4, 7 and 11 Favourable direc¬ 
tion West 


.* . ^ SCOUFIG (October 23— 
November 21)Some of your 
5 problems will be solved this 
^ Avord controversy 

with your eWers You might 
have to travel on business Times are 
favourable for love and matrimonial 
alliances You will meet some new peo¬ 
ple who are likely to be of great help to 
you in your work You are likely to have 
some financial problems, but they will not 
last for a long time Keep an eye on your 
health Good dates 10, ii and 13 Lucky 
numbers: i, 3 and 10 Favourable direc¬ 
tion: North-West 


SAGITTARIUS (November 
22— December 22)Partners 
relatives will be of 
great help in your business 
You are likely to enter into 
a new contract Do not take decisions in 
a hurry But discuss matters with elders 
and those in a position to give you good 
advice Avoid travelling You will not have 
any financial problems Do not indulge in 
extravagances The health of your family 
IS likely to cause some worry Good dates 
7, 8. 11 and 12 Lucky numbers: 6, 9 and 
11 Favourable direction East 


'' K ’ CAPRICORN (December 23— 
\ "(r '\ 'January 20)An unpleasant 

'‘®® nfioad ol you 
^ ' j There will be trouble on the 

domestic front Your sub¬ 
ordinates win give you some cause to 
worry You might fall ill during a journey 
that you vvll! have to undertake Postpone 
pending suits Avoid matrimonial 
alliances Keep an eye on the health of 
your family You require faith and pati¬ 
ence to deal successfully with the difficul¬ 
ties of this week Good dates 8, 10, 11 
and 12 Lucky numbers 1, 2 and 4 
Favovrabte direction South-East 


f ' ' LIBRA (September 23—Octo- 

ber'22)You should devote 
some time to solve fte 
V E'C V problems ol your family 
Time IS favourable for the 
acquisition or disposal of property A 
letter will bring good news You might 
spend some time entertaining your 
friends this week The health of your 
spouse may cause you some worry This 
IS a good week for speculation and 
gambling Good dates 7, 9, 10 and 11 
Lucky numbers. 3, 6 and 9 Favourable 
directions South and Wbst 


AQUARIUS (January 21— 
ioSK February 19)You are 
’’ 3®vised to exercise caution 
1 “- - in your business this week 

Check extravagances 
There is going to be some change in your 
business and personal life The health of 
your family may give you some cause to 
worry Time is favourable for love affairs, 
but do not enter into any agreements 
hastily There will be peace on the 
domestic front Good dates 7, 9, 1 1 and 
13 Lucky numbers 2, 5 and 7 Favourable 
directions North and West 

PISCES (February 2D—March 

20)Lel your intuition be 
your^ guide and you will be 
crowned with success A 
week of happiness and 
good fortunes Your business and finan¬ 
cial affairs will make steady progress A 
promotion is not unlikely Time is favour¬ 
able for marriage negotiations But watch 
out for deception on the part of your 
sweetheart Keep an eye on your health 
Good dates 9. 10 , 11 and 13 Lucky 
numbers 4. 9 and 10 Favourable direc¬ 
tion. West 

M. B. RAMAN 











VARETyi 


chess 


Sai (Black) to move 



Hubnar (Whito) 

Spreading the word 


in return Black oblaina some active courv 
lerplay 

13. B—KB4I? Vary sharp, but against 13 
0-0 P—B5I 14 OxRP R—N3 Black will 
have at least a diaw by perpetual attack on 
the queen ( R—R3-N3), for it 15 0-RS 
B—NS 

13. . RxP; 14. W-IC3I The point of 
White's play If 14 R moves IS PxBP 
and 16 0—0—0 when Black will be 
punished for leaving his kirtg in the centra 

14. .. O—B4+ Very cunning If 15 P—B3 
R X NP demolishes White, so the king move 
IS forced 

15. K—B1. R—N3: 16. PxBP. 

16. .. O—NSt A fine piece sacrifice which 
very nearly wins If instead 16 B— QS 17 
N- OS White holds the initiative ‘ 

17 PxB, OxBP+; 16. K—la N—16. 
K—02, N—B6-I' Black rightly sees that the 
tempting 19 R—N7+ leads to trouble 
after 20it—Q1U as 20 QxN allows mate 
in two - 21 OxP+ K- 01 22 0-07 
30. K—03, N—05+ Drawn A very interest 
ing and entertaining struggle 

MICHAEL STEAN 


bridge 


Once upon a time opening theory was 
something one learnt by trial and error 
There were no widely published sources of 
theorebcsl information, so that if by chance 
a candidate master in Ljubliana happened 
to discover a refutation Of your favourite 
gambit there was no need to worry The 
chances of any prospective opponent find 
ing out about it would be very slim indeed 

Nowadays with so many international 
publications on ihe maikot there Is a con- 
siderable exchange of ideas and informa¬ 
tion across and throughout Ihe world The 
average player can have at his fingertips 
volumes ol theoreticai material on a scale 
unheard ol even 10 years ago The result is 
that present day players repd and know 
more about the game especially the open 
ings, than ever before A well known grand¬ 
master of the older generation was lecently 
overheard to complain 'In my day I knew 
more theory than anybody Now everybody 
knows more than I' 

Certainly one ol Ihe tactors in the spread 
of opening knowledge has been the CCO 
(Encyclopedia of Chess Openings) series, 
compiled in Belgrade by the producers of 
the well known Intormalur senes The lest of 
the ECO series paradoxically labelled vol¬ 
ume A has recently been published in 
Britain (Batsford £15) It fills the gaps left by 
ts antecedents volumes BCD and E 
which basically consist of the English and 
Reti openings gvt ushed with a few of the 
stightty less common defences to 1 P—04 
For those unfamiliar with the ECO and 
Informator series I should point out that 
these books are in algebraic notation and 
contain r>o words or explanations only 
variations and assessments in the form of 
symbols 

« Despite the prolification of opening 
theory, fresh ideas are being discovered all 
the time, even in well known positions I 
give below a game m which a completely 
new move m a very popular opening leads 
to a lascinating, though briel, duel 
White W Hubner Black G Sax 
Rio Oe Janeiro 1979 Sicilian Defence 
Sveshntkov Variation 

1. |k-M, P—OB4. 2. M-KB3. M-<1B3; 3 
l>_04, PxP, 4. NxP, N-B3; 5 N--OB3, 
P—M; 6. N(4)-N5. P-Q3; 7 B-N6, 
P-QR3; 6 N>-R3, P-N4; 6. BxN, PxB; 
ia 16-06, P-B4; 11. B—03, B—K3; 12 
O—RS, Following a well known and trodden 
path Theory sees no playable alternative to 
12 B—N2 in this position but Sax does 

12. ... R—KN1, Not previously considered 
because it sacrifices the right to castle, but 


ONE ol the lesser known professions in 
America at any rate is that of bridge-wnter- 
bashing A correspondent to the Bridge 
World draws attention to a number of inac¬ 
curate comments by celebrated columnists 
(or their ghost-writers) The horrlbldthing is 
that the critic sepms to be right in all cases 
Here are two 


Dealer North N S vulnkrabla 
« A K 
» J 8 3 
6 A 8 7 4 
« 10 4 3 2 


P to 9 J 
» Q 10 9 6 4 
♦ Q 10 9 2 

P A 


N 

W E 
S 


P 0 J 8 7 6 2 
V A K 7 2 
6 K 6 

P 9 


P 5 4 

» 5 

♦ J 5 J 
P KOJ8765 


North South defended in Five Clubs 
against Four Hearts expecting to go only 
one down This observed Ihe columnist 
they would have achieved but for East s 
careful discarding What happened was 
(hat after a heart lead and continualion a 
club to the Ace and another heart South 
played a diamond to Ihe Ai.e and East 
unblocked Itie King averting the threatened 
elimination play (after P A K have been 
cashed) Thus Ihe penalty was 500 
Anything wrong wilh lhai7 Only that if 
South delays the play ol a trump until he has 
eliminated the nirmi Suits East s unblock of 
6 K does not hr ,> the defence. South is 
only one down v 

The other example 


P J 109 8 5 
V 8 7 5 2 

6 K 

P J 7 5 


P 7 

¥43 

6 A 10 7 6 5 
P A K 8 3 2 


N 

W E 
S 


P 

¥ 

6 

P 


P A K 

» AKQJ 109 
* 9 8 4 2 

P 6 


0 6 4 3 2 
6 

0 J 3 
0 10 9 4 


The columr.ist pointed out (hat in Six 
Hearts alter a spade lead the declarer 
should not rely on a 2 2 diamond break but 
should establish a long club thus obtaining 
two diamond discards He added The King 
ol diamonds opening would have doomed 
the contract inevitably, because it would 
remove a vital entry to the table 


Not ‘inevitably South may duck on Ihe 
opening lead, then again he has enough 
entries to dummy to establish a tong club 

TERENCE REESE 


stamps 



rr IS |ust a century since Canada look 
possession of the Arctic islands lying to the 
north of the mainland The move was 
prompted by British fears that Americans 
who had applied for grants of land in tha 
region might realise that the islands still had 
no legal owner and so encourage the United 
States to aoqulie them Even then. It was 
not until after the dnoovery ol gold in the 
Yukon In 1898 had attracted attention to the 
Northwest Temtones that the Canadian 
Government began a systematic davefop- 
ment of their resouross A 17-cents ttomp 
showing a map of Canada has been laaued 
by the Canadian Post Office to mark tha 
centenary of tha aoquisition Collectoiswho 
wish to buy mint Canadian stamps and first- 
day covers direct from Canada may obtain 
details from Ihe Philatelic Service, Canada 
Post, Ottawa. Ontario. K1A 0B5 Com¬ 
memorative stamps are normally on sate for 
SIX months from the data of issue 

C W. HILL 


quiz 


QUESTIONS 

1 What IS a courtesy book’ 

2 Who would a scop be*? 

3 Tammany Hall politicians have their 
origins in an organisation What is it? 

4 What, m a classical symphony 
orchestra, would a timpani be’ 

5 Where would one find the Charlton 
Kings’ 

6 Who IS John Dory’ 

7 What would a group of boars be 
called’ 

8 When would a Runcible spoon be 
used’ 
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DODBALLAPUR The donkeys of Gud- 
dadahaili, near here, were guests of 
honour recently when the women of the 
village washed them, “dressed” them in 
sarees, with vermilion and decked them 
in garlands before worshipping them 
with arathi. The taluk is in the grip of 
drought and the belief is that the surest 
way to please the rain gods is by treat¬ 
ing the donkey as an honoured guest 
The donkeys were later taken in proces¬ 
sion to the accompaniment of drums 
and nadaswaram Mr G C Ramaiah, 
^ village headman, led the procession By 
' the time the procession ended there was 
• a drizzle, but heavy rains are awaited— 
Deccan Hetald tS. Krishna Murthy, 
Bangalore) 

CALCUTTA People stopped on 
Theatre Road to sec a procession of 
neatly 100 naked urchins with placards 
in hand Some people got down from 
buses to witness it There was a traffic 
jam in the area for some tune A const¬ 
able was busy controlling the traffic and 
the crowd At first no one could make 
out what the procession was for When 
inquired some of the urchins bubbling 
with enthusiasm said that* they were 
posing for shooting of a film Later a 
senior police official confirmed the 
|| news. He said that usually the police 
were informed when such a shooting 
was done —The Statesman (Chinmoy 
Kumar Hota, Mayurbhanj) • 

BHOPAL A girl who never passed her 
B.A exapiination was reportedly enrol¬ 
led by Ravi Shankar University at 
Raipur from where she subsequently 
I passed her M A and B.Ed examination 
On the basis of a migration certificate 
issued by Agra University in 1971-72, 
the girl was admitted to a college affili¬ 
ated to the University She also got a 
j job. After doing her M.A. the girl enrol¬ 
led herself as a research scholar and 
^ started preparations for a Ph D degree, 
r* In the mean time, doubts were raised 
] about her migration certificate. Ravi 


Shankar University wrote to Agra Uni¬ 
versity together with a photostat copy of 
the certificate. Agra University has flat¬ 
ly denied having issued such a certifi¬ 
cate saying no such girl had ever 
appeared in the B.A. examination of 
that university—The Hindustan Times 
(Sunil Gaur, Gwalior) 

BANGALORE A case of a man giving 
expression to the saying “cutting the 
nose to spite the face’’ of his wife was 
reported in the city. The victim was Mrs 
Suganaveni (28), an accounts clerk in 
the Bangalore Development Authority. 
The woman, however, did not lose her 
nose but sustained a deep cut on it. The 
police have arrested the woman’l hus¬ 
band Jayaram (38), a Class IV employee 
in the Karnataka Government Insur¬ 
ance Department According to the 
police the husband attacked his wife 
when she was coming to the office in 
Kumara Park West in the morning. The 
Seshadripuram police were informed 
and the Circle Inspector of the station, 
Mr U D Puttaswamy Gowda rushed to 
the place along with two Sub-Inspectors 
and caught the alleged assailant on the 
Railway Pafallel Road The police said 
the relations between the couple were 
strained and the wife had sought legal 
separationi The husband had told tne 
police that he had no intention to mur¬ 
der but only to inflict such a wound that 
she would think of him whenever she 
looked into a mirror The husband has 
been charged with causing grievous 
hurt. The woman is progressing at the 
Victoria Hospital —The Hindu (K C 
Krishnadas, Bangalore) 

TIRUPATI- Hundi collections at the 
temple of Lord Venkateswara at Tiru- 
mala spring a surprise every day. On 
August 7, the Tirumala temple author¬ 
ities while sorting out the day’s collec¬ 
tions, found a cloth bag containing 4,731 
hundred-rupee notes and 578 fifty- 
rupee notes amounting to Rs 5.02 lakhs 
The temple authorities believed this to 
be the biggest ever single offering drop¬ 
ped in the hundi—r/ie Hindu (Dhanpat 
Agarwal, Tadepalligudem) 

INDORE- Death came to a monkey 
whi!>- sitting in a posture of prayer 
before a Hanuman temple in village 
Harfola 15 km fiom here The news of 
the monkey’s death spread like wild fire 
and people gathered in large numbers 
to participate in a funeral procession 
through the village streets. After the 
monkey was buried according to Hindu 
rites, a “mritya bhoj” (feast after death) 
was conducted and prayers offered for 
the peace of the monkey’s soul—The 
Mail (Sudarsh Kumar, Madras) 


I 

THERE is politics behind all this— i 
Indira Gandhi’s comment on the ' 
recent communal riots 

CRITICISE us for anything, but 
don’t accuse us of being unpat- ' 
rioac-L.K.Advani 

IF TEN leaders coalesce, it makes a 
big Party; if three get together, it is 
a small Party...After a while all 
organisations are reduced to one- 
man Parties—Piloo Mody 

WE HAVE no lack of direction 
llbre. We know exactly where we 
are going—Indira Gandhi 

A SATELLITE launch or a hockey 
victory in the Olympics are no sub- , 
stitute for good government—S. , 
Nihal Singh in India Today , 

MR NEHRU was a weat advocate , 
of socialism which he never took 1 
care to define—Ranajit Roy in 
Business Standard 

TV IS ruining the state. Children 
don’t study because of TV. Please ^ 
take away TV from Punjab—Sun- 
dar Singh, MP 

Do we live in the space age or rape 
age’—^Jayantiben Mehta, BJP MLA ’ 
in the Maharashtra Vidhan Sabha ’ 

BEFORE the country became free j 
it was common to hear patriotic 
songs. But after 1947 they have 
almost vanished—RSS chief, Bala- 
saheb Deoras 

THE best teachers (of natural fami¬ 
ly planning) are those who have 
taken the vows of chastity—Mother 
Teresa 

I DID what I thought was best for 
our country and best for the hos¬ 
tages and I believe that’s exactly 
what Billy was doing—Jimmy 
Carter 

1 AM a late bloomer My mind and 
my experience have caught up to 
my body—Actress Raquel Welch on 
her 40th birthday 

I USED to think that my salvation 
would be a wife Then I got a wife, 
and now what I need is a woman— 

V. S. Naipaul quoted in Newsweek 

TINA has started looking buddhi. I ' 
want a new girl for my films—Dev 
Anand 

Bjorn Borg may not be son of a 
bitch but he plays like one—World 
Tennis 1 

f 
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DELHI DIARY 


INNOCENTS 

ABROAD 

FUNNY tales are tioating back 
from Copenhagen, which was the 
venue of the recent international 
meet on women The official Indian 
delegation to the meet was headed 
by Mrs Gandhi’s relatice and Con 
gress(I) MP, Shiela Kaul, and com 
prised mostly ladies from the ruling 
Party It seems that the delegation 
was approached by the widow of 
the assassinated Chilean President, 
Salvadoi Allende, for a disiussion 
Mrs Allende wanted the Indians to 
support a move by the exiled Chi 
leans to create a fund to help the 
women among them The Indians 
looked confused “What is 
Allende’” they asked That was not 
all When there was a move during 
the conference to hold a meeting of 
the delegations from the ‘Group of 
IT (the name given to the confer 
ence of the developing countries 
which orginally had 77 members, 
now there are 120), the Indian de 
legation politely refused, saying 
that India was a non aligned coun 
try and not a member of any group 
According to a delegate from India 
who was not a part of the otticial 
delegation but was invited on the 
UN quota, after these two incidents 
a bewildeied organiser camt to her 
and asked, ‘Can you please tell me 
who IS the political person in your 
country’s delegation’ ’ 


KID BROTHER 

DELHI Lt Governor Jagmohan’s 
brother P L Malhotra, who was 
elevated to the post of dean of 
colleges in Delhi University a few 
montns back, has moved up further 
on the academic ladder He has 
been appointed the vice chancellor 
of Himachal Pradesh University at 
Simla P L Malhotra'was the prin 
cipal of the College of Vocational 
Studies in Delhi, a small institution 
with around 5()0 students, for a 
number of years The adequacy of 
his experience as a university don 
was therefore questioned when he 
was elevated a few months back to 
the post which is of the rank of a 
pro vice chancellor But his few 
months ip the post of dean of col 
leges seem to have equipped him to 
handle the task of vice 
chancellorship at Simla 

UNPEI^ON STILL 

THE change of portfolios brought 
about bv the union Cabinet reshuf 
fie on 8 June does not seem to have 
made any impact on the officials m 
Parliament House yet The name 
plate of Pranab Mukherjee outside 
loom No 27 of Parliament House 
gave his portfolios as Commerce, 
bteel and Mines and Civil Supplies’ 
even in mid August Apparently the 
fact that Vidva Charan Shukla is 
now the Cabinet Minister in charge 
of Civil Supplies has not icgisteicd 
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AWARDS 

FOR ARJUN _ 

WHAT IS Ariun Das, the motor 
mechanic friend of Sanjay Gandhi 
who'tose to be a political 
heavyweight during the yuyaneta's 
heyday, doin^ now? He had got a 
parting gift from Sanjay, before the 
latter died, in the form of an 
appointment as the vice-president 
of the Super Bazar, the government 
departmental store in Delhi, which 
IS supposed to be the instrument to 
check the price rise But Arjun Das 
IS no ordinary vice president 
Breaking all precedents, he has 
been allotted a room in the Super 
Bazar premises, in the heart of New 
Delhi, Connaught Place Hitherto 
only the president got this 
That IS not all, the managing 
committee has also sanctioned the 
pi rchase of a new car for the exclu 
sive use of Arjun Das But the 
Super Bazar is not the only govern¬ 
ment agency at the beck anti call of 
Mr Dds The Delhi administration’s 
Department of Information and 
Publicity *-00 has fallen in line, 
undei instructions from the Lt 
Governor’s office, it is learnt The 
department has a selection of Hindi 
movies, meant to be screened in 
resettlement colonies and back 
ward areas along with ‘message 
carrying’ documentaries These 
films are now being specially 
screened in the Laxmibai Nagar 
area, which is the Metropolitan 
Council constituency of Arjun Das 
Apparently the message of the Con 
gressdl's possible candidate in that 
constituency in the forthcoming 
elections (due this winter) is being 
conveyed by the Publicity Depart 
ment along with feature films The 
films are also being screened at the 
• Delhi Flying Club, where Arjun Das 
heads tne pro Sanjay faction U 
case IS penoing in the courts. Das 
was the official receiver till recent¬ 
ly), as well as in Munirka, the south 
Delhi colony where Arjun Das 
stays Some eyebrows have even 
been raised about his Munirka flat, 
purchased from the Delhi Develop¬ 
ment Authority He was given the 
best flat, a ground floor corner one, 
mostly used by the DDA as the 
model flat for displaying to* pros 
pective buyers He even got the 
unusual bonanza of a large lawn 
Normally large lawns are not a part 
of the DDA scheme, but Arjun Das 
IS no ordinary person either 

D. E NIZAMUDOIN 




With over 62% ofourdemsits 
on a long-term basis, 
we aren’t |ust another banlc! 


10 years ago, l/3rd of our 
long-term deposits were for a 
duration of more than 3 years. 
10 years since, the position has 
changed considerably. 

For the better. 

Currently, over 62% of our 
long-term deposits have 
maturity of more than 3 years. 

Equally heart-warming is the 
fact that these deposits are 
steadily rising, a significant 


index of customer loyalty, 
which, after all, is our 
basic strength 

We aren’t just another banki 

With this kind of overwhelming 
long-term trust and customer 
loyalty that's ours today, we are 



Indian Bank 

(A Govt of India Enietprue) 

Helps build 
your fortune 


really not just another bank 
If you come along, you too will 
discover that not only are we 
able to meet your every 
banking requirement, but can 
also give you sound, helpful 
and friendly advice on your 
money matters In the process, 
you will also find out 
what‘makes us tick so much 
with our customers 
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Let State Bank fight 
your financial battles 



Here are some of the facilities 
we offer all defence personnel— 
whatever their rank or designation— 
to help overcome financial worries 

Free collection of salary/ 
pension each month. 

Free remittance of Life Insu¬ 
rance premium, school fees, club 
subscription, etc 

Free remittance of funds 
(particularly to relatives and depen¬ 
dents) irrespective of the amount 
involved, from one place to another 
Free safe custody of fixed 
deposit receipts and wills 

Free collection of outstation 
cheques and immediate credit for 
cheques upto Rs 2500 


PLUS. State Bank offers a 
wide range of liberal loan schemes 
for self-employment to disabled 
soldiers, war widows or retired 
defence personnel Drop into any 
State Bank office, and we'll 
map out some strategies to make 
money work for you 

o 

State Bank 

Let's come closer 
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Presenting 

LOKPRIYA 

an economy-priced 
Suiting range. 

Yet, each metre has 
the stamp of vimal's 
exclusive excellence. 



Suitings 

From India s most modern 
textile plant 










After Breakthrough with 

cosmic cmi GXC-39D steiei ussehe mpe ieh 



cosmic 

FimT leiDiNa stereo ussEnE mpe deck co-osood 


We never sit on our laurels The latest 
breakthrough in sound technology 
from the makers of prestigious Cosmic 
Akai GXC-39 D Stereo Cassette Tape 
Deck, IS CO-6500 D, the front loading 
Stereo Cassette Tape Deck 
The easy access loading operations 
with front controls help in arranging 
"Music Centres" Full auto stop quick 
review system saves your precious 
tapes from shearing stress High 
Density Super Hard Permalloy Head 
makes it easy to record high frequency 


signals in all their true fidelity 
Separate level controls for left and 
right channel record/play back have 
been incorporated Selectors, 
Switches for normal chrome noise 
filter Wow Flutter is less than 
0 06% (WRMS). 

For more specifications and free 
demonstration contact your cosmic 
dealer 

Manufacturers 

cosmic 


COSmiC-QUALITY THAT SOUNDS FOR ITSELF. 
TRADE REPRESENTATIVE AND SERVICE CENTRE 


TAMM MAOU 


SCAA^ATAtCA 


BASreAN A£GtON NOAfH INDIA 


NtAOHYA PAAOBSH GUJAAAT 


STf RfO SOUND CCNTRE NUSOUNO OUMICS HINISONS ElECTNONICS MUSIC PAIACC MUMTA TRAOENS 

7 Woodi Road Mount Rd 42 Narastaifarata Road 113 4 Ha/ra Road 4lD4/?4 Oaiira 92 KsUwt Mailiet JsfltltAr RwiMiflfl 

MADRAS 600 002 BANGALOflf )£0 002 CALCUTTA 700 0^6 OELlA I10M2 M 6 Ro«0 INDORE AmdOpum BAROOA 

Phone 02S9t Phone 24040 Phone Ml 331 PhOM 33K2t Phone 30IS7 Phono 61727 
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Compliments come your way in 
Madura Fabrics 

Everything is super about the wide range of 
polyester-blended Madura Fabrics 
The colours The designs The quality And the price 


D'<4MS l^lTn 

' J 

yK ^ r 

ft t 




4W 

y 




If you didrrt buy 
Span last year 
you missea reading.. 



.»so buy Span for the 
next 12 months 


Span gets you m-depth 
articles on science education, 
environment, politics, law, 
agriculture art, culture, sports 
and the media 


September 1980 is(Ue 




SPAM ORDER FORM 

Mail toUay iv,th rcrnttance to Span Magazine 
Subscription Seivice Post Box No 213 
New Delhi 110001 

Please send me Span for 1 year at Rs 21/- 
(please write n block letters) 

Name_ ___ 

Address,__ 



Pin Code_ 

I enclose Postal Order 1 1 Cheque f 1 (Add Rs 3 
on outstation chequelOemand Draft ,.j Money Order 
(receipt enclosed) □ made out in favour of SPAN 
magazine 

Date_Signature 


This Order entitles you to an exclusive gift Ol 
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Ifyoulovereadii 
you'll love readii 

SPAN AnAmencanMagazneforhdn. **eee** 
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In a recent test, 

7oiitof10people 

chose Flash 

over a leading brand 

with their eyes dosed. 



It’s timeyou tried it. 


fias/i 

DENTAL CREAM 

For total mouthcare. 

Confidence comes easy with 
Flash care A Flash user will 
describe the mm-arvelous 
sensations that go with each 
stroke of the brush the wave 
after wave of tingly blue 
mouthcare that leaves your 
breath singing fresh your 
teeth pearly white 
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have a tJte^ba^ to match 


HYPNOTIQUE 
Mild, lingering, 
hypnotic frMrance. 
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Bombay's trada union movement is In the grip of violence. 
Everywhere workers are up In arms. ,And political labels are' 
becoming outdated as workers now believe that a leader matters 
more than ideology Sunday surveys Bombay's labour and trade 
union front Page 18 


There is one MP the ruling 
Parly is scared of Ha Is the 
raucous, > volatile Jyotlrmoy 
Bosu of the CPIfM). Sunday 
profiles the legislator who does 
his own detective work to ex¬ 
pose misdeeds, wherever he 
can find them Pegs 46 




Bangladesh's Preirident Zlaur Rahman, in power for nearly five 
years, 1e facing problems despite the Army's support. There Is 
corruption In the MIntstsrial ranks, inflation and the law and order 
situation Is deteriorating. Disgruntled opposltfon politicians are 
now demendins a midterm poll. The puestion on everybody's, 
mmd 1st will Zta averpo? ’ Page .28 
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If you v/rite your name and address 
iri the coupon below, you wont be 
names and addresses again 
for a long, long time. 


writin 


To.Er,idmci of lnd:<i L^mito'l 

Crysfiil, 79 Dr. Anruc Besunt Rojd Wnd: Borobav “'00 018, 
Vcs, I do have an arfdressinr) oroblem in rny office. 
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Name_ 

Designation_ 

Company Name 

& Address_ 

Tel. No_ 
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Cut aionB the dottfd line and poit todiy 
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Someone in your organisation 
is wasting a lot of time either writing 
or typing names and addresses of 
people you deal with regularly. 

It could be you. 

It could be your secretary. 

It could be your accountant. 

It could be anybody. 

It could be all of you. 

It all adds up to a lot of time. 
And time, we ail know, is money. 

What you need is the 
Addressrhaster The addressing 
machine that lets you get on with 
your job. 

Just write or type out the name 
and address on the Mastercard 
And any other pertinent information 
you want. 

Load the Mastercards in the 
Addressmaster and you can now 
reproduce the information on 


BciHfto73lS'9V ft 


S l /^ycuf Vft 
/^/•v4*y ^OO 




envelopes or any other documents 


Mastercards can be created In your own office and 
filed in any sequence for future use 
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whenever you like. Without ever 
making a mistake. 

Over 15 impressions per minute. 
Less than one paisa per impression. 

Every time you use it, you're 
saving time. And saving money. 

Just write your name and 
address in the coupon and mail it to 
us today or phone and we'll get in 
touch with you. 


he Addressmasten 

very office that writes letters 
should own one. 


Model 80 Rs. 950 

Model 90 with auto feed 

Rs.1.850 


Exclusive of axciaa and Local Taxes. 
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Couple of 
ambitions 


D OM MORAFS’ book extract “Indira 
and Feroze” (10 August) says that 
both had the same politn a) views but 
“while Indira sim,ceded politically, 
Feroze failed Both had great ambitions 
Indira wanted to become famous like her 
father, and Feroze, a determined and 
dynamic polituiaii But Pandit Nehru 
had doubts about Feioze The article 
pioves Mis Gandhi’s extiaordinary <tual 
Hies 

Asjf Bhattdcharya, 24 Parganas, West 
Bengal 

COMING in the Independence Week, 
readers expected youi story to focus on 
Indira and Fero/e’s political achieve 


Case for macro 

TT IS surprising that Dr Subramaniam 
XSwamy (“First, remove ignorance", 3 
August) disagrees that the Indian eco¬ 
nomy can improve only if we increase 
production The reason he gives is “An 
economist or anyone aware of modern 
economic analysis would never say that ’’ 
Without challenging the validity of Dr 
Swamy’s basic idea that “the real prob¬ 
lem of economic policy is the question of 
making choices" one can very well point 
out that there is a branch of economic 
analysis that deals with the factors caus¬ 
ing fluctuations and growth in the level 
of aggregate national output and that 
this branch, known as macroeconomic 
analysis, is now considered an integral 
part of economic analysis by all modern 
economists all over the world It is, 
therefore, neither improper nor incor- 
ret t to talk in terms of an increase in the 
level of aggregate output (production) of 


menis rather than their household 
dttairs 

Awceia Bose, Hooghly 
THE bookshop in Bloomsbury called 
“Bibliophile” which Indira and Feroze 
frequented was run by Dr Sashadhar 
Sinna and not “one Dr Sen” Later, Dr 
Sinha, became assistant editor of the 
Hwdusihan Standard and subsequently 
director of publications under, the cen¬ 
tral government. 

Supiatik Sanatani, Noamundi 
I HE author mentions (he various factors 
Nehru considered before giving his 
daughter’s hand in marriage to Feroze, 
But there is no mention of the part 
played by Mahatma Gandhi According 
to newspaper reports of the time (1942) it 
was on Gandhiji’s advice that Jawaharlal 
Nehru finally consented to Indira’s mar¬ 
riage with a Parsee boy, Feroze. 
Kliagen How Kay, Calcutta 


Demands 
and duties 

C< A RE workers getting selfish’’’ (27 
JTVJuly) by George Fernandes is, 
simply superb I have not lead a more 
brilliant treatise on present-day trade 
union ills, and had to puicb myself to 
believe that the analysis came from a 
firebrand trade unionist like Mr 
Fernandes 

Af Thomas Varghesc, Calicut 

WOlRKERS have forgotten their fun¬ 
damental duties to their fellowmen and 
their country. Many of the trade unions 
and workers have not protested against 
the police atrocities on agitating agricul- 
ttu-al workers in Karnataka. Nor have 
they come out in support of the agricultu¬ 
ral workers’ demands. Only opposition 
lobbies have supported tbw demands. 
S. Praiatab, , 

THE article fa mh'^esvresiibn of Mr Fer¬ 
nandes’ own fadme tp delVia into the 
sanetia of the fadsic problems of workers 


and trade unions Does he not know that 
the social system in our country is ex- 
loitative and workers here are robbed 
y the proprietors at the behest of gov¬ 
ernments? Neither minimum wages nor 
employment is guaranteed. Workers m 
our country have been fighting for more 
wages and will have to continue fighting, 
whether they are in the public or ^vate 
sector. About their demand for better 
dresses, Mr Fernandes’ remark is unfor¬ 
tunate. If a well-managed firm wants to 
issue uniforms to its workers, what it the 
harm in demanding dresses pf a better 
quality? Food and good clothes help to 
keep the body and mind fresh. Mr Fer¬ 
nandes’ remark that good clothes only 
attract girls may be ftam his personal 
experience. Workers have not drifted 
from their basic position. Instead, it it he 
who has changed in his attitude to work¬ 
ers, particularly from the time he bet¬ 
rayed the working clau as Industry 
Minister during the Janata regime. 
Perhaps no trade union leader created so 
much disappointment as Mr Fernandes. 

£ N. Sircar, Cuttack 


the country Nor is it necessary to think 
anymore that resources are scarce, even 
in the long run It is quite well known by 
now that, given time, the supply of 
resources can be increased and/or re¬ 
sources substituted and new resources 
discovered or developed It is not clear 
why Dr ,Swamy is reluctant to accept 
macroeconomic analysis 
A C Gupta, Sew Delhi 

THERE IS a mistake in Dr Swamy’s first 
column He said that the first point of 
Mrs Gandhi’s 20-point programme is “tq 
go all out to increase production” To be 
precise, the first of the 20 points is. 
“Continuance of steps to bring down the 

f irices of essential commodities Stream- • 
ined production, procurement and dis¬ 
tribution of essential commodities. Strict 
economy in government expenditure” 
The word “streamline” is no synonym of 
“increase” 

Swapan Mukherjee, Jharra 


Shaky ties 

I NDIA and Pakistan shake hands (“In- 
dia-Pakistan Handshakes, but ”, 10 
August) only as a formality I find it 
difficult to support Pran Chopra’s view 
that Mr Agha Shahi’s visit was successful 
on many grounds Only on one issue did 
both countries share the same feeling— 
that political moves alone can solve the 
Afghan problem, not military action. 
That Mr Shahi’s visit would not bear any 
fruit was apparent when the Pakistan 
media began attacking India. 

Debashisb Ray, Vanvihar, Onssa 


Home truth 

I T IS disgraceful that a Home Minister 
should remain in his post even after 
being accused of violating administrative 
procedures and abusing authority by a 
commission of inquiry (“Home Minister 
guilty”, 10 Aimust) Even if the presenta¬ 
tion of the (xurdev Singh Commission 
reports is explained as a result of inner- 
Party rivalry, they must be accepted; 
after all an ordinary citizen cannot give 
such an excuse when convicted. 

Ashis Kumar Chatterjee, Calcutta 


Good relations 

tCTATHAT IS happening in the Youth 
VV Congress?” (10 August) by M, J 
Akbar and Udayan Sharma’s interviews 
With Ghufran-e-Azam and Sarvjit Singh 
clearly describe the controversy in the 
organisation. Sarvjit Singh was right in 
saying that in our political sei-up succes¬ 
sion is always on merit Ghufran-e- 
Azam's views about the “Maneka or 
Rajiv’” issue were also balanced and 
realistic. Maneka is not Rajiv’s rival, the 
two play complementary roles The 
“draft Maneka” signature campaign 
started by Ashok Vajpayee, MLA, and 
others is a mean attempt to create bad 
blood in a happy family. 

Cbaatfra (lath Misbra, Uimao 
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when you’re fighting 
stubborn and severe dandruff 
you need a shampoo even 
stronger than Clinic. 


m 


Special 
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CUNIC SPECIAL 

We know that you are happy with Clinic; it has 
worked on your dandruff But we alSo know 
that there are some people whose dandruff is 
stubborn and severe. That's why we have 
introduced a new formulation that helps clear 
stubborn and severe dandruff Even more 
effectively than Clinic It’s Clinic Special. 

So now there are two Clinics. 

Clinic for normal dandruff. And Clinic Special 
for stubborn and severe dandruff. Together 
they are the answer to all dandruff problems. 


A quality product by HINDUSTAN LEVER LIMITED 
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Bhupesh Gupta, MP, 
contradicts Dom Moraes 


A s ONI ot those Indians who rt 
tinned home from hngldiid 
aboard the SS ‘ Citv of Pans" via the 
( ape along with Shrimati Indira (>an 
dhi (then Nehru) in 1941, mv alien 
non has been diawn to what Dom 
Moiaes savs in his book Afis Candhi 
about her speech in South Afriea He 
Mines 'She told the nth Indians, to 
lediiit It to a phrase she did not use 
but whiih was the mam point of her 
speeth that thtv weie bastards that 
while salting awav monev in South 
Afr'ta they not only did not help the 
nalionahsi movement m India but 
they did not help the beaten Afnean 
lubes now abused by British and 
Boers alike, whom Gandhi had oiiee 
tiled to assist Ihen she left The 
Smdhi men hauls weie surprised ” 

Early Effects 

T his leters to ‘Bi hind the I'hantoni 
leaf” (10 August) by S Uimila Ma 
pimdar May I point out that the fust 
investigation of Kuban photography m 
India was eaitied out by Prof Y I 
lhathaehari and Miss Pushpa at the-lll, 
Madras Iheir report on Kit ban Phantom 
Leaf was published m Current Stienet, 
Volume 49(6), 1976 (pp 207 210) Prof 
Y 1 lhathaehaii was a visiting piofessor 
at the IIT, Madias from 1974 to 1976 and 
the investigation refeired to was ton 
dueled during this period After he left 
the institute the work was discontinued 
M Snntvd<,dn, IIT, Afad/as 


1 am simply astonished at this 
blatant distortion I was also present 
on all the occasions when Shrimaii 
Indira Gandhi spoke either at public 
gatherings, or piivate meetings I too 
spoke At this distance ol tune it is 
obs lously not possible to recollect 
exactly what she or anyone of us had 
spoken then Shrimati Indira Gandhi 
no doubt spoke forcefully, though 
biiefly, about our freedom struggle 
and also against apaithcid But she 
never used such language as Dom 
Moraes attributes to her On the con 
trary, hi‘r speech was eminently digni 
fled I would like to add that the 
Indian community, all the non whites 
as well as the anti racist whites in 
South Africa were highly pleased, 
Blnipeth Gupta. MP, New Delhi 

IT WOULD be appropiiate to lelei to the 
phenomenon i ailed Kirlian photography 
as the “Bose Effect" Sti ) C Bust got 
the first photograph ot a plant's section 
without light around the turn of the last 
century in Calcutta Ihe iniemal stiui 
lure of the plant section was obtained on 
a photographic plate placed m a box I he 
box was placed between two metallic 
plates which were connected to a 
machine that caused electiic oscillation 
in the intervening space Ihiis the “Kir 
ban Effect" was obtained mote than a 
quartet of a century hefoie Kirlian him 
self started his work 
Profs D Chdtterjee, hmentu< Piote-y 
sor, Jddavpur UniverMH. (a/cutia 


Sorry state 

I I IS a fact that coriuption is at its peak 
now m Andhta I'ladesh government 
offices, whether Channa Reddy is our 
most corrupt CM or not (3 August) On a 
recent visit to Andhra Pradesh 1 
observed that no papers move in govern 
ment offices without money changing 
hands When asked about the illegal 
practice, one revenue official laughed 
and advised us to report the matter to the 
CM ' Apart from corruption, people of 
the state are victims of inefficient admi 
nistration too the Andhra Pradesh State 
Road Transport Corporation’s charges 



are already among the highest in the 
coiinrr «fid another hike in bus taies is 
pmpe d“»iow It IS a shame on the 
Ami nitdesh State Llectricity Boaid 
tftai t^lag es are still not electrified 
Iirtpiti* df two large rivers flowing act oss 
the Slate, Krishna and Godavari, water 
supply IS very poor in towns on the i ivers 
banks 

Prasund Rao, Trivandrum 


All the same 

I KAIL to understand the irritation 
expressed by some leading missionar 
les in “Opinion” (3 August) I have no 
hesitation in admitting that Hinduism is 
suffering a lot because Hindus aie in¬ 
tolerant of non Hindus But if this land is 
to witness social reform, it cannot be 
done by converting people to another 
religion Let the missionaries know that 
in the eves of god, all—Hindus, Muslims, 
Christians and non believeis—ate the 
same One nec'd not necessarilv convert 
people to do them good 
P P Mukherjee, Hankuta 

Made in India 

B ARI'N ShNliLiPlA's ‘Communist 
giants woo CPM” (10 August) wJs 
veiy time Is Ihe Indian Communists 
would do bettei to guard against Soviet 
ot Chinese supciintcndc ncc and try to 
implement Maixism Leninism m the 
light ot Indian needs, socioeconomic 
conditions and hisloiy 
Berios Senfiiipld Ca/ctirr.i 

Other way round 

Y OL IcatiiKcl a rcscisc print ol the 
Delhi rill) iiaiii on page 31 ol soui 27 
liils issue I his could bi detected lium 
the NR' letti Iing on the engine which 
was piinicd in icveise 
Hdi h Pds\ 21 /’aiganis 


Absurd 

P PA.DMAN ABHAN s suggestion 
.(Opinion, 10 Aiigusti to clear Tri¬ 
pura of Bengalis not onls bctiays his 
leelings against Bengalis but also his 
indiftcicnee to the ghastly Mandat mas¬ 
sacre he sec s It as the normal reaction of 
a few exliemisi iiib.ils because of the 
“lattei’s lire finable claim that they have 
lost their soil to ahi ns Does Mi Padma- 
nabhan kiiim that the helpless men, 
women and childien who vseie killed in 
Mandai vveie no land grabbets but as 
pool as the tiibals-' The Bengali refugees 
canic to Iiipiiia because they had no 
choice after pariilion they left behind 
till m not only the it ancestral possessions 
but almost ecilairi death lortunarely, 
the then king ot I iipuia was sympathetic 
towaicis the icfugies, lealised that they 


Pray, now 

S OME of the statements made by 
Archbishop Arulappa of Madras 
(“The hoodwinked Archbishop”, 3 Au¬ 
gust) in his affidavit filed in the Madras 
High Court a4 reported in the daily Press 
and, in particular, his assertion* “It is my 
personal money received from my 
mends abroad” are downright arrogant. 
The Archbishop claims that “he had 
acted bona fide in his dealings with 
Acharya Paul who had cheated him”, 
and he denies the charge of breach of 
trust Even a village idiot would have 
shown greater caution and prudence 
than the Archbishop in paying out large 
sums of money to Paul totalling R$ 20 
lakhs Did the Archbishop take any steps 
to investigate Paul’s bona fides before 


reposing such blind trust in him’ 

The Archbishop states that Acharva 
Paul was introduced to him by one Mr 
Manadass What were his credentials 
that the Archbishop accepted the recom 
mendation of Paul with such naive and 
touching faith’ I hold the Archbishop 
re^onsible for gross negligence and fai 
lure to carefully handle Church funds, 
which did not belong to him personally, 
but if which he was merely the custo 
dian. As for the statement that, under 
Canon Law, the right of Church adminis¬ 
tration should be left to Roman Catholics 
and that such right is vested in him as 
Archbishop, does he fondiv imagine that 
this gives him the authority foolishly to 
waste Church funds as though they were 
his iMHsonal property’ 

A. k. Sttbbu, Bangalore 


could conttibiitc to eionninu deselop 
ment, and allotted them to slay on 
/oves/i Hhdttathdi ice Burdwan 

Throw more light 

T he IMRB opmum poll which you 
brought out to show West Bengal’s 
“Generation gap” (15 Juiit) is a waste of 
time because it does not give tht reasons 
why the respondents came in ihtii con 
elusions, whatever they aic -i.iiioiial, 
emotional or whimsical Howcvei the 
opinion poll highlights two fails about 
the residents of Caliiiita I list, ilespiie 
hardship due to loadslu dding, they con 
tinue to oppose thi (ongiess(I) and 
second, they find the ci niic lesponstble 
fui each ill that pJ.igiiis them 
S N Sht\apun, tali utta 


Illustration /Ahi Biiusan Malik 
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Once Calcutta was known as the city of labour unrest and 
violence; today Bombay and its industrial suburbs have 
acquired that reputation. Independent trade unionists—the 
most prominent and fiery of them being Dr iDatta Samant, 
have displaced Party-supported unions. The workers 
have become more militant. Both inter-union rivalry • 
and anti-management violence are becoming endemic. 
OLGA TELLIS tries to find out why. 


TRADE UNION 















HbN Dr Datta Samant 
was ariested tn 1972 after 
viutetiLe and death fol 
lowed interunion (.lashes 

_at the Godrej factory, the 

pulsating eastern suburbs of Bombay, 
Kuila, Sion, Vidya Marg, Ghatkopar, 
Vikhruli anil Mulund, came to a stand 
still a bdndh was called in protest 
Even trade unions unconnected with 
Dr Samant got to^tether to form a 
coordination committee, the Eastern 
Suburbs Unity Centre, and support Dr 
Samant Today, eight years later, when 
Di Samant (now an MLA too) was 
ariested on August 11, only members 
of his own union defied a prohibitory 
order and assembled ten days later at 
Azad maidan opposite the Esplanade 
police station wheie Dr Samant was 
being held in police custody The dif 
ference of working class reactions be 
tween 1972 a.id 1980 illustrates the 
change in the tiade union culture, 
from the halcyon days of workers' 
solidarity in the early Seventies to a 
point todav where trade union rivalry 
accounts for 14 per cent of the cases 
that end in death or unjury lO workers 
I his IS a far change from a past in 
which the first ever bdndh in Bombay, 
courtesy George Fernandes, was in 
support of a strike organised by R I 
Mehta in Premier Automobile-) 
Strangely enough, one of Dr 
Samant’s high profile supporters this 
time was the former Chief Minister 
Sharad Pawar, the mkn who cried foi 
Samant’s blood when he was leader of 
the PDF government in Maharashtra 
Sharad Pawar kept Dr Samant in 
police custody without bail for nearly 
two months in 1979 in connection with 
a knife assault, allegedly by an ex 
employee, on the Godrej family But 
times change for politicians, and when 
they are in opposition they need the 
leaders of workers to provide them 
with the mass support in Bombay city 
• which they themselves cannot com 
mand According to a high level source 
in the labour commissioner’s office, 
“Politicians are obviously responsible 
for abetting violence Though Or 
Samant is nobody’s stooge, he is being 
encouraged by politicians to create a 
law and order situation and unrest in 
order to destabilise the present Antu- 
lay government ” 

There are many reasons^ftR* the 
violence which is becoming endemic in 
industrial relations in Bombay Diffe 
rent people have different explana¬ 
tions. Prahlad Kunte, of the CPI(M)’s 
CITU (Centre of Indian Trade Unions) 
sees Its origins in the past: “Violence 
was used as a second line of defence 
on behalf the bourgeoisie against a 
militant and genuine trade union 
movement. The INTUC (Indian 
National Trade Union Congress) was 
the pampered child of the ruling Con¬ 
gress, but it could not deliver the 
pods in providing a base for the 
Congrm m Bombay. The Shiv Sena 
by MukHh hsreum 


mous influence wielded by the AIIUC 
(All India Trade Union Congress) in 
the Sixties and the Seventies They 
split the workers on chauvinist lines 
and indulged in biutal attacks on 
non Maharashtrian woikers In Anil 
Hardboard the Shiv Sena killed a 
CITU member from UP. and they let 
loose violence on the workers of Ceat, 
Larsen and Toubro and T Maneklal, 
where they tried to break communist 
unions The trade union wing of the 
ShivSena, the Bhartiya Kamgar Sangh. 
was clearly a weapon used by big 
business and politicians to attack the 
communists ” 

The violence, therefore, according 
to Kunte, was begun by the establish 
ment Business Indid in a lepori which 
was never contradicted quoted a top 
former leader of the BKS as saying 
that “Industiialists allegedly donated 
(Rs one crore annually) for the BKS’ 
strike breaking activities and promot 
tng BKS unions the industrialists 
were eminently successful For by 
1970 the CPI was reduced to less than 
half Its size in 1965, and the strength 
of the AITUC led by the CPI was 
depleted to a mere fraction of its 
original strength The CPI is yet to 
recover from the ravages of the Sena ” 

Violence has been used by the 
politicians and businessmen who to 
day are warning the working class 
against violence And much of the 
violence by the working class is a 
retaliation, a product of history The 
working class is also searching for 
leaders who will respond to its militant 
mood, and no longer is too concerned 
about Party labels They have shifted 
their faith to personalities Dr Datta 
Samant comes from a Congress back 
ground, and left the Congress(I) only 
because he could not get a ticket But 
he still has the support of workers 


that this culture of violence will also 
ebb “Violence has reached a climax,*' 
admits R J Mehta who along with Dr 
Datta Samant, was once considered a 
tel loi ist of the trade union movement 
by Sharad Pawar But he adds, 
“VVheneser violence has taken place, 
workei s w ill not resort to violence 
again Ihev know the physical 
haidships they have to go through in 
police lock ups, the 01 deal of going to 
couit daily and losing several days’ 
wages thereby, the trouble of going 
from lawvei to lawyer The mentsd 
agony and tension has brought the 
realisation that violence does not pay. 
Woikers will one day disown violence 
Rut that day has yet to come’’ And 
why’ ‘Because there is no machinery 
that can give speedy justice to the 
workers All labour courts are pro- 
employers Workers think that at least 
violence may bring the desired re¬ 
sults ” R J Mehta heads the £ngineer- 
iiig Mazdoor Sabha and the Mumbai 
Mazdoor Sabha 

“Take the recent Indian Hume Pipe 
case ll was remanded by the Supreme 
Court to the industrial tribunal for 
further investigation The latter did 
not permit the union’s lawyer to cros- 
sexamine the company’s witness, who 
had brought documents So again the 
union went to the Supreme Court, 
which directed the tribunal to permit 
the union to crossexamine the witness 
in respect of documents The indust¬ 
rial court judge told the company, 
‘why did you file these documents’’ Is 
this not openly siding with em¬ 
ployers’” In the Glaxo laboratories 
case, a giil came to give evidence 
about the nature of her work The 
juiige ridiculed her, saying “You can¬ 
not act like Hema Malini ’’ It was the 
case of reclassification of workmen 
and shg^wanted a change- 
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C N«tional tr«4« Ui>i«> Congress) 3,46,635 

C (Airtodin Trede Union Congress) Hi'Bl 

i^d Mtsdoor Sabha) 

(linratiya Mazdoor Sabha) 1,78,418 

(Centre of Indian Trade Unions) 38,549 

(Hind Masdoor Pancbayjrt) 46,954 

: (United Trade Union Congress) 3,705 

f amaar Sena (Wilr Sena) 22*ff2 

*j unions , . 27,035 

iik Sangh 9,664 


)C (£n#ni National trade Unitm Congress) 

JC (Alfladia Trade Union Congress) 

I fHuid Mazdoor Sabha) 

(Wnrstiya Mazdoor Sabha) 

J (Centre of Indian Trade Unions) 
tiftP (Hind M«door Pancbayat) 

UTUC (United Trade Union Congress) 

‘ srat)^ Kainaar Sena {Skir Sena) 

atta iHmant^ 

Srva Sbiimik Sangh 

* Thl( Ihwr* il on the hMii of iniiinl imieM tubmltteil to the Retietnr a< Trad* UiUeiu under the Trade 
Unlan to iiid reletet to the paid aMMarabip Oatta Samant clainti a feUoteing of four laUia and X J 
Mehta two jekha 

Source Labour CommlssMnat$y-(Xfice 


T hough impoitant, these are not 
tht only reasons for the violence 
Workeis aspiiations have risen, and 
one ot the reasons for the higher 
demand!) is the exorbitant cost of liv 
ing in Bombay Fven trade union lead 
ers are beginning to feel helpless when 
faced with the militancy of some work 
ers “Whatever you do for them, they 
are never satisfied Workers flit from 
one union to another and are taken on 
long drawnout strikes,” says one trade 
unionist “In Gannon Dunkerlev and 
Company, workers deserted R J 
MehtaV union after he had signed a 
settlement with the company and with 
in SIX months they went to Datta 
Samant, who began a seven month 
strike which resulted In basically the 
same agreement, only over an ex 
tended period of time Plus, workers 
had to accept a management's en 
gincer who would determine p^roduc 
tlve norms In another case, CITU had 
a anion among 900 workers for I"? 
years Aftei a four and a half month 
strike foi geneial demands, workers 
got to a pay hike of Rs 95 Datta 
Samant immediately tame in and got 
them Rs 35 moie Management con 
ceded this, but made them sign a 
productivity increase of 25 per cent— 
and retrenched 400 workers ” 

\ll trade unions agree that one 
maior factor that has contiibuted to 
violence is rising prices “Whatever 
may be given is never enough Work 
ers simply cannot make both ends 
meet lake housing, even in distant 
Borivli It IS Rs 200 per square foot, and 
a pugrce of Rs 60 to 70,000 The 
present economic situation is such that 
you cannot meet demands until a 
na'tional wage polity and fair wage for 
a family of three is deiai mined But 
nobody botheis 

. D Thankappan of the Kamani l-m 
ployees Union feel that ‘lepiisals’ is 
the general mood of the workers I hey 
have no patience with the legalisms 
and want quick results The tiaditional 
leaders today go for negotiations and 
struggles but they know the iimita 
nons, they are pait and parcel ot the 
establishment, the system ” Datta 
Samant has broken through the stodgv 
niceties In Calico a dispute has been 
dragging on since 1965, and an award 
of me Supreme Court is still pending 
18 


on appeal Datta Samant has now 
replaced R J Mehta there, and after a 
more than 200 day strike, it is about to 
be settled Dr Samant’s expansion be 
gan after 1977 when the Left adopted 
a pro-Janam stand The only leader 
who could capture the workers* im 
aginations in those days was Datta 
Samant who was in the Congress(I), he 
left in January after he could not get a 
ticket for Parliament 

According to Shaiad Kuo ol the 
Bomaby Labour Union workeis are 
getting increasingly cons meed that 
only violence can get them mote He 
points oqt that one inteiesting aspect 
of the violence is that it is very much 
there m the big and well paving con 
corns Premier Automobiles, Calico 
Chemicals, Britannia, Crompton, 
Larsen and Toubro, Siemens, etc 
“Workers in these companies know 
that once they reach an agreement 
with the management they cannot ex 
pect anything more foi the next five 
yeais Management policies also lead 
to a situation wheie the patience of 
workers is taxed beyond enduiance 
For instance, big companies like Hin 
dustan Lever faim oui work on a 
contractual basis to parties in Ahme 
dabad because salaries aie much less 
there Workers are on strike against 
this practice In the cloth market in 
Bombay, for instance, we managed to 
secure gradation, deal ness allowance, 
bonus, giatuitv, leave and other be 
nefits for the workers The cloth mer 
chants are now trying to circumvent 
this by removing old employees and 
employing new ones on less than the 
miniumum wage Exploitation is the 
rule, and government does nothing 
about it 

‘ The highly paid workers are 
ceachmg a Saturation point and they 


don’t realise that they cannot proceed 
further unless they carry the lower 
paid workers with them Today the. 
latter are useo to neutralise the for 
mer And the managements do their 
best to prevent industrywise wage set 
tlements ” 

Perhaps Mr Vasudevan, general 
secretary of the Hotel and Restaurant 
Employees Union, has the last word on 
the cult of violence He says “The 
trade union style today means the 
survival of the fittest and Dr Samant is 
the fittest for the time being Violefice 
is at Its height, and it has made the 
workers realise that they must orga 
nise themselves This is, however, a 
transHienal period, because militancy 
by Itself will not deliver the goods Nor 
ideology alone It will have to be a 
mixture of both for the future” 

The trade unions themselves can 
hardly be called blameless for the 
present unbridled militancy of the 
workers The tiaditional tiade unions 
have failed to meet the aspiiations of 
the workers As George Fern<fiides 
says, “Trade unions have become part 
of the establishment, to a point wheie 
they are unconcerned about the pi oh 
lems of the woikmg class as a class It’s 
dog eat dog today The whole toncept 
of the working class unity overarching 
the entire proletariat is not there One 
talks of taximen being rude, railway 
employees demanding hiibes for 
issuing tickets, workeis cunniving at 
blackmarketing, tuining a blind eve to 
the corrupt practices of employees 
This is all symptomatic of the absence 
of a working class culture, the inability 
of the working class to think of itself 
as a class, and theiefore its inability to 
see that it can play a vital tole in 
creating a society that is free oi re 
latively free fiom corruption, nepot 
ism and all evils that have made the 
rich richer and the pool pooiei ’ 

Or as Vasudevan puts it Bombay 
city IS the capitalist citv of India and 
with capitalism come all the vices 
There is no time to think of things ihat 
can elevate man from his p.esent 
sub standard existence There is no 
environment in which one can func 
tion For instance, half of the workers 
spend their month’s wages in one day 
in bars and gambling dens A dockwor 
ker draws mote than Rs 1500 per 
month but he has no family budget 
system He wouldn’t mind paying eight 
rupees for a peg and forget about nis 
family Trade unions will have to 
encompass the many dimensional 
aspects of a worker’s life This is the 
challenge that the present violence 
poses to the Left Trade unions 
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CITU has become 
now thandi 



A h n R the split tiom the ‘class 
LollabDiationist and letoimist 
All DC in 1970 the Bombav unit 
i)f the CPl(M)s CITU giew lapidlv 
despite fierce opposition from man 
agements, the open hostility of the 
Congress government, the svstema 
tic attacks of the bhiv Sena, which 
was out to finish the communists, 
and an non gloved police foice in 
strutted to cuib CITU at all costs 
But long, haid stiuggles (the 
strike at Bardoi Engineeiing Ltd 
lasted 17 months) foiced the hands 
ol the managements CITU became 
the recognised union in seceral 
laige units like Ceat, Cable Cur 
poration, Times of India, Bombay 
Metals, Devidayals, Asian Cables, 
Caprihans, Calico Chemicals, 
Richardson Cruddas, etc Workers 
of a large number of smaller units 
in the engineering sector loined 
CITU It became the representative 
union for tne 12,000 woikeis of the 
woollen mills industrv and a stiong 
union of hotel workers was foimed 
Workers gained significantly in 
seveial places The toinl platfoim 
of the leftist unions foimed in 
Maharashtra in 1972, which was 
responsible for several Bombav and 
state level bandhs in 1971 and 1974 
had CITU playing a prominent lole 
But the massive wave of woi king 
class unrest since the end of the 
emeigency, has seen a laige num 
ber of workers deserting CIIU and 
searching for alternative lead 
ership In fact, CIIU suffered its 
first setback in 1974 itself, when 
the first wave of the Samant tide hit 
the Thana belt after his lelease 
from prison Today, CfTU has lost 
Its earlier influence in Thana, in 
the Andheri-Sakinaka area, and 
other parts of Bombay CITU lead 
ers admit that their representative 
status in the woollen mills industry 
IS also under serious challenge by 
other unions 

While in its militant appeal 
CITU has become a pale shadow of 
Samant, on the le|al front it cannot 
match up to the skills of R 
Mehta. Sandwiched between the 
two, CITU IS in troubled times 
Given the poor state of union orp 
nisatiun, specially in the smaller 
units, CITu can continue to exist, 
maybe even grow But within the 
commanding sectors of the indus- 


tiies CIIU has tailed to find a 
place of pi ide, in spite of a promis 
ing beginning 

What aie the causes of CITU’s 
decline’ CIIU leadeis point to the 
initial government patronage ex 
tended to Samant because he was a 
Congiessman Samant hotly denies 
this citing examples of humiliating 
tieatment he and his activists re 
ceived liom the Congress govern 
ments 1 veil if CIFU’s point is con 
ceded, it fads to explain the mas 
sive giowth of Samant’s unions dur¬ 
ing the Janata regime Secondly, 
CITU accuses both Samant and R 
J Mehta of committing workers to 
increased pioduction demands 
without sctuplev-a policy to which 
CITU IS in principle opposed 
Howevei, CIFU is now having to 
come to teims with the fact that a 
lot of WOI kei s have no opposition in 
principle to higher pioduction de¬ 
mands, provided some of their own 
demands aie met 

Formei CITU activists now with 
Samant have then own explana 
tions foi the disenchantment with 
CITU “We can’t eat ideology A 
typical agreement signeci bv 
bamant gets workeis an additional 
Rs 100 per month and over In 
compaiison a typical CIFU agree 
ment means some Rs 40 extra ” 
“CITU has now become thdndi 
(cold) ’’ “The top leaders are hon 
est, but there is a lot of con option 
at the factory level “I think they 
collect money from the manage 
ments for the Party funds" “They 
ate more concerned about the Pai 
tv and less about workers’ needs ’’ 
“All the anti authoritarianism of 
CITU notwithstanding, the fact re 
mains that in practice CITU did 
precious little during the Emergen 
cy to defend the workers against 
the employers’ offensive," says a 
labour correspondent “This has 
registeied in the consciousness of 
the workeis An additional hand 
leap to CITU has been the fact that 
It has nut succeeded in extending 
Its inHuence from the Kerala work¬ 
ers to the locally rooted, young 
Maharashtiian workers who have 
been in the fotefront of recent 
.struggles ” 


I. A. 
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SAMANT AND MEHTA: 


F 



E AND ICE 


Two trade unionists.both independent of political Parties, dominate the Bomba/ 
industrial scene. Dr Datta Samant is the firebrand, the man who would provoke a 
confrontation, who believes in violence. R. J. Mehta is the softer man. whose skills are 
seen in the labour courts. His is the path of dialogue. JAVED ANAND met both of them 
for this analysis of their roles in Bombay's working class movement. 


A l II R mt.iil\ 12'’) of biith of nKuloin 

indiistn III Bombav, afiei a ma^Mve iniioase 
111 the M/eot woikfoueand sevoial decadfs of 
iinionisini; and oi^anisniK. tl't' working class ol 

. ■■ Bombav continues to be fiagmenled and seal 

. rered kaced with a vast inultip)icit> ol unions and union 
leaders, all claiming to lepiesent the true inieiesrs ol 
workeis, the woiktis have, ovei lime, developed an atti 
tude of ‘conscious coiisumeis’’ Within the engineeiing 
industiv in Bombav, loi example, they have liteiallv 
tieated labour leadeis as ‘dhandha walas’, and have 
changed then loyalties as soon as another leadei seemed 
able to arrange a-bettei baigain foi them Indicative of thii 
trend, though not tvpical, is the case of woikeis lioni an 
engineeiing unit ih Bhandup, who changed then union H 
times in 7 veais' ^ 

Thus vie have witnessed the phenomenon of the ‘biiiidai 
am wave’ in the late GO’s, the ‘Mehta wave’ and the 
‘Fernandes wave’ in the 60’s rhe ‘Shiv Sena wave’ of the 
late 60’s and eailv 70’s and the piesent ‘Samant wave’ yet 
to lun Its full couise Woikeis tend to shift e/i mass.* horn 
one leadei toanothei He who can match and articulate the 
woikers’ sentiments, becomes the heio of the day 

The 50’s and the eai 1> 60’s was a pei tod of relative social 
stability Prices were stable, leal wages rose, even il 
marginally and indiistiial giowth piomised new employ 
ment oppoitunnies “In addition, the laboui machineries o( 
the state did uffei some lelief to the woikeis initially,” says 
an expetienci'd unionist ‘‘Woikeis did have a ceitain faith 
in the legal iiuichineiv and the season was right foi many 
lawyers to becon’e po[)ulai union leadeis” In shoit, the 
social climate was quite favouiable lot the use lo piomin 
ence of R I Vlthta aliose f ngineeiing Mardooi Sabha 
(EMS) alrcadt dominated the* union fieici in the engineei 
ingindusttv K J i'lein i is g» net ally acknowledged as one 
of the best hniour lawveis in the countiv “In the 50’s and 
the 60’s, It was the 1 MS which leptesented most ot the 
cases of the cng.riceiing industiv woikeis befoie the 
various tribunals clain.s R I Mehta Secondly, as Mehta 
himself puts it, ‘the owniis know that our’s is one union 
that sinceiely believes ui givini’ higher pioduction and 
productivity ’ ‘Because ol his tavouiablc attitude to pro 
duetton demands ol the man,igc ment and his consistent 
refusal to get involved m any gtiuial snuggle of woikeis, 
N. M lidke, the then l-aboui Miiiistei of M ihaiashtia, used 
to advise matiagements to lecogiusc ims union in then 
plants,’ savs an expeiieiiced Peisontiel Man.igcu 

The entile social i lunate began to urideigo diastii and 
rapid changis fiom the mid (.O’s onwatds, thanks to the 
deepening economic and political ciisis f ven as the hopes 
of an eailv generation of workeis weie being stianglecl, a 
new generation of workers took biith wi’hm the newer and 
technologically more sophisticated workplaces voting, bet 
ter educated, more conscious of their tights lud sell worth 
brought up with the promise of ‘soc lalism and democracy’ 
This generation sealed the fate of the ‘ Mehta wave” 
Not that his unions disappeaied from the scene hut the 


‘Mehta wave’ lost its mass appeal Wiihm the service sectoi 
industiies in paniculai, the fiiebiand I'leoige Fernandes 
laised hell and took Bombay by the stoim The hernandes 
wave vanished only aftei Fernandes went to Parliament 
1 aige sections of Mahaiashtilan workers in Bombay were 
aitiacted to the chauvinistic .Shiv Sena in the late 60’s 
because ot its militant stance In the blatant oppoi tunism ot 
the Shiv Sena, which we* created to oust the communists 
fiom the laboui field, the workeis burnt ibeii fingets badly, 
but the lessons were quickly leaint Ihtough its militant 
platform. Cl I U attracted a lot of woikers between ’70 and 
’74 Howevei, it soon lost out 

The Association of Engineeiing Woikets (ALW) ol Datta 
Samant, which burst on the union scene m 1972 wi'ti the 
explosive conflict between manageineiil and laboui at the 


Gathering of woikers loyal lo Datta Samant at Azad Maidan on 1'. 








Godrei plant, Itias now captured the irndgination of the 
woikers Today, H M Patil, a former worker of Piemiei 
Automobiles Ltd , responsible for registering new unions at 
the AEW office, looks as dazed as a booking clerk for a film, 
which, having run to packed houses for months on end, still 
continues to draw huge crowds “A minimum of three to 
four new factories want to join our union every dav,” ho 
says, almost unable to believe his own account “Nearly fix o 
lakh workers from Bombay, Thana, Nasik, Aurangabad 
Khopolf, Lonavla, Surat, Vapi and Tarapur are membeis ol 
our union,” claims Samant “We are now being approached 
by workers from Pune also, but our workload has mcieast d 
so phenomenally that we are wondering what to do ” Mis 
various weaknesses (some of them serious) notwithstaiul 
ing, in sheer numerical support and in militancy, Samaiit 
has no parallel in the history of the Bombay working c lass 
movement Public demonstrations organised by his union 
on three occasions in the last year have attracted ciowds 
that would be the envy of joint demonstrations, estimates 
of the crowd range from 60,000 to 1,00,000 

Mehta is a ‘responsible unionist'. Samant is a militant 
godfhther* 

P ANINAGAR, Bombay Iwo minutes away from the 
Ghdtkopar railway station, tn the midst of a workeis’ 
colony IS a ramshackle, asbestos roofed, godown type 1 000 
square foot tenement Between 8 pm and midnight eveiy 
weekday, the place is teeming with workers from Bombay 
and other parts of Maharashtra and Gujarat, while dozens 
of workers jam pack the premise, others spill over into a 
dealing just outside, waiting for their turn ‘It is the oflict 
of the Association of Fngineering Workers (AEW) of, take 
your pick, the famous, or the notorious, Di Datta Samant 
Advice to ditterent groups ot workers is given quickly 
With the ever mounting pressure of work, Samant has little 
time to waste A worker enters his cabin, hardly starts 
narrating his woe, breaks down in tears and stops abruptly 
“Get out of my office immediately,” oiders Samant coolly 



STftIKE/LOCKOUT POSITION IN BOMBAY 
AS ON 4 AUGUST 1980 

• Wprk St0{>ptige In 87 industries of which 67 
were strikes and IS lockouts 

• Workers affected 27,322* 

• Dr Datta Samant was connected with 28 strikes 
involving 16,401 workers 

• The CITU were connected with 19 strikes 
involving 5,086 workers 

• Of the 82 strikes, 62 were m greater Bombay 
^ tnvolvmg 19,534 workers and seven fn Thane inVolv. 
’ mg 5,670 workers 


Humko iala apnt union mem tone u.i/.i nui/ilooi pahin,^ 
ladne wala mardooi thahiye (We need tighten, and hot 
weeping workers in our union) Come back aftei you have* 
iinished crying ” But most woikers who come to him aiein. 
a different mood, says Samant “T hey haye had outstanding 
giievances foi 10 to 15 years, either legarding mafeiT^ 
conditions or about the continuous harassment by the 
management Impatient and desperate, they want quick) 
result and a settling of all past accounts in one shot How' 
can we think of pieaching more patience to them?’V 
Samant’s public speeches are full of narrowing details of* 
the wretched treatment of workers and their miserable 
wages Di awing the attention of policemen taping hi» 
speeches loi official records, he will often wind up hiS 
speech by proclaiming that, “Owners who behave so nastily 
deserve to be hung by the poles and thrashed Govern¬ 
ments, both Congress and Janata, have given a damn about 
workers’ pioblems At this rate workers will have no choice 
but to take matteis in their own hands " A piominent 
activist of his union declares fiom the same platform that 
“We don’t need moie labour courts Ihty are traps for 
woikers let them bum down the existing ones also ” The 
response tiom the woiktis is immediate and tumultuous, 
Samant speaks our then liustiations with the government, 
management, the labour courts and the police 

E ven if unsure of the means the workers ate clear about 
redefining the capital laboui equation Accordingly, 
the rough and ready measuies adopted by Samant win him 
support And he gets lesults too It is nut uncommon to run 
into groups of workers at the AEW office distiibuttng 
pedas “Doctor got our wages increased by Rs 150 per 
month The last two agreements signed by the previous 
unions got us a wage inctements of Rs 40 only ” During 
1979, Samant’s union is reported to have established a 
record in the quantum and peicentage of bonus payments 
to wqrkers But where the management can hold out, the 
results can be extremely demoralising foi the workers 
“It IS true that the destructive methods of Samant can 
sometimes give quick and better results" conceeds R J 
Mehta, “and that is why workers are attracted to his union 
But such methods can also have disastrous consequences 
for workers The case of Gannon Duncerlv and Co Ltd is an 
example The workers being dissatisfied by an agreement 
signed by our union in May 1978 joined Samant’s union m 
October 1979 A 225-day strike followed, at the end of 
which Samant was forced to sign an agreement which was a 
sellout Each worker lost some Rs 7,500 in wages during the 
strike period The management can now rest certain that 
these workers will not'raise their heads for another ten 
years Incidentally, the workers did not receive a single 
copper in assistance from the union dunng the entire 
period Just a few other examples are the crushing defeats 
suffered by the workers of Jaslok H[ospit.tl Baioda Rayon 
Corporation, Jai Hind Oil Mills, Dvnacraft and Siemens, 
Calico Chemicals and Premiei Automobile workers may 
soon join this list ” 

Samant’s style resembles that of a general who mever 
plans for an "ordered retreat,” were such a need to arise 
Once the management is able to gam an edge over the 
battle at the factory gates, Samant’s affairs usually end up 
in a ditch He starts off with the premise that the outcome 
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<»t the class stiungle is tlepenileiit on the biilaiut ol Iditis 
on the shop flout, at the laitois K‘'<es and in the siitits 
and not in the couits oi in Miiiisleis’ cabins 1 ven an K | 
Mehta, who’s foite is the coiiit readils admits ihai ihe 
lahoin couits aie packed with extienielv tonsei\ati\e 
(iidges fiom whom the woikers get little lustiic But at the 
same time a leitain tecouise to legalitv seems iieiessjiv 
both to mobilise social ssmpathv dm mg the stiike and to 
salegiiard the woikers’ inteiests in case ol lelieats “While 
.naav other unions aie soaking in legalism and theieloie 
unable to do anything toi the woikeis, Spmani s bliiiulei 
Ins m his neat total blindness to the necessity of ktt pmg 
ihi legal side of his case stiaight,” complains an actisist ol 
Sainant’s own union 

And yet, moie woikeis keep Hocking to the Samant told 
‘ Why did you all decide to |oin Samant’s union in s|)ite ol 
knowing ihat in many casts it ends up m long diawn out 
sti ugglei and a lot of haidship to woi keis-*’’ ‘ Wc decided to 
|oin precisely because vse knew this ' was the ii spouse ol a 
gioiip of INDAIX 0 woi kfci s ‘1 he long di awn out sii uggles 
weie pi oof to us that Doctoi is <iii honest man and would not 
sell out in the middle As toi the haidships—if we aie 
do ei mined to change the situation wt have to be inc paied 
to faee the consecpienccs Ihe othci thing we have come to 
liki in Doctoi is that he nevn docs anvthing without 
((insulting us, unlike K I Mehia I he IM)AI t O woi keis 
chIio the sentiments ol most othei woikc is you meet at the 
A1 W office Addc d to this is ilu ci iicial lad lh,it, in a lot of 
cases, this militancy has be c n c oiiv e i tc d into haul cash foi 


Ihe woikers’ pockets, even while olhei woikus have paid 
deal ly 

T MD dilapidated five storeyed building ol the I ngincer 
ing Ma^doot Sabha near Opeia House is being givf n a 
new lease of hie On entering R I Mehta’s ofiice the 
immediate impiession is one of oidei, oiganisation and 
attention to detail Within minutes of airival a touinalist is 
sure to be offered a glass of cold watei and a waim cup ot 
excellent coffee Is the friendliness pait ol I'R-' (Ai 
.Samant’s office, what with the peipeltial ciowtis ol imoplc, 
you have to make voiii piesence tell SamJnt bedieves that 
he has always had a law deal trom the media in paituiilai 
the English language pi ess “So you want to imeiview me- 
Wiite some moie riastv things lhat’ll help attiact inoie 
workers ” 

The aging R | is also a haul vvoiking man, but the style ol 
his fiinetioning and the natuie ol his eoneeins diftei liom 
Samant Within his husv schedule, he even tinds time to 
clevote personal attention to the wed kept gaideii on the 
teiiaee of the union ollice “W'hv should we* leave the love 
of roses to the owneis ot iiidustiv and hig shots-' 

Reeoids are well maintained, copies of agieeinenls 
neatly bound yearwise toi easy lefeicnce I Ificient sc'cre 
taries feed him infoiinatum at a moment’s notice Ihc 
oiganisational structuie is well defined and the si.tlt has 
leguldi stales of pay, D A piovideni hind gratuity a 
pension scheme and an msciiance polity ‘No contein m 
India gives all these henetits to its (*niplove*e*s ’ boasts R.| 
Many unions aie in piineiple against the politv of having 












































































































union membeiship fees deducted dt the souite bv the 
nundgement But not Mehtd’s “One of the clauses ol oiii 
dgieements is that union dues will be collected at souice In 
addition 5 per cent of bonus and 10 per cent of aiieais ol 
wages payable to workers also go the union fund " On ilie 
suggestion that this is consideied to be undemoci.iiu 
practice by many, RJ replies, “Why’ If woikeis accept ilie 
other clauses of the agreement, whv shouldn’t they be 
asked to pay this way’" “In all cases of strikes and lockouts, 
we pay every worker Rs HO pei month, which is latei 
lecovered from them instalments,” says RI 

If Samant is in his element at the factory gate and on i lu 
stieets, RJ is at his best in the couits A regulai panel ol 12 
lawyers assists him “1 agiee that courts are not much help 
to the workers, but it helps cool passions on both sides toi ,i 
while,” explains RJ “Ultimately the settlement has to be 
leached between the union and management bilaieialK 
“The couit IS, for R I, also the stage where he constructs iind 
maintains his image amongst the woikeis, ’’claims a laboiii 
totlespondant “His theatiics and his behavioui with the 
lodges creates quite an impact on the woikeis” 

With Samant, the naked exploitation by the capitalists is 
the dominant theme, and woikei s tor him aie neai ly always 
the aggrieved party R |, on the other hand, feels that many 
owners today have come to see leason and aie “piepaied lo 
go a long way to have mdustiial peace ” I oi him woikeis 
.lie not entiiely fiee of blame .n many cases and to th.ii 
c xient he indicates his sympathy foi the "pool ” caintalists 

Accoidingly, a^ against the politics ol confioniaiion 
(generally, theie being many inteiesting exceptions) 
.idopted by Samant, RJ lollects an altitude ol multi.il 
coopeiation and collaboiatioii between the woikeis and ihc 
management “Most employees die today leconciled to otii 
union, because they know that this is one union th.ii 
believes in pioductivity Now, in most cases it is not 
necessaiy foi us to go on stiike ” Much as such actiyits 
would be anathema for many unions, R | openly talks .iboiii 
loans given to industry out of the union tiiiuls, and the 
consultation to industry by union retained engineeis, loi .i 
tee 

Besides the normal trade union tunciions, K| is tod.is 
getting incieasinglv involved in various leliet and othei 
social welfare schemes in seveial luial aieas I’l.ins ,iie 
aloot lot social education and employment schemes loi ilu 
wives of wotkmen What about setting aside a ceit.ini 
peicentage of union lesources to aid the oigamsaiion ol 
landless labour in the countryside’ “No We do not h.ici 
any such scheme After all. we have limited funds " 

But a lot of workeis, formeily associated with K|s 
unions, do not seem to shaie his outlook and philosophy 
Quite a large number of them have been deserting the I MS 
and joining up with the AKW “Rf Mehta is a good lawvci 
and has won several good cases for workers," many of them 
admit “But who is going to wait foi 20 veais foi the coiiii 
decisions’” A common complaint made by many of his 
tin met union activists is that he pays no heed to woikeis 
teelings and never consults them “Well, I want to make it 
clear that we consider ourselves the leaders of woi kei s and 
aic not going to be led by them ” 

While losing his appeal amongst many blue collai vsoik 
CMS, RJ IS reported to be tinding new support amongst the 
white collar workers, technical and officer cadie m many 
units “Not surprising at all,” says the labour correspondant 
quoted earlier,”his wavs and means are bound to find mine 
sympathy within the mote ‘peaceful minded’ white 
collai s” 

“Yes, y«ou could say that our philosophy is close to that of 
the AFLCIO in America,” says R | Mehta While the 
post war boom of the American economy made possible 
noth the massive giowth of the AFLCIO aiul iis incie.ising 
turn to ‘responsible’ bchavioui, the social tiiimoil ol ilic 
past H years in India, has made dittu iili the stalnlisaiion ol 
Its Indian veision I hose who complain the niosi .igaiiisi 
‘labour unrest’—that is, government and the maii.igemc nis 
—refuse to recognise that it is thev who cieate social 
ciicumstances The woikers aie only leh with the clioice ot 
leacting and defending then interests And thev choose 
whichever weapon will be useful at a paiticulai peiioil In 
one era it is Mehta, in anothei .'samant Whal the nc\i eia 
will bring lemains to be seen 






says It 
with flowers 



T jlWOH Mr R. J. M^ht» /»a> beeu accused «/ being 
line of the “teirorisrs” of the trade iiiihm im>vetnent 
he itivs It with flow$rs whea thmf^ go well When he 
si/pijs a wage nse agreement with any company, he 
pi esents the employer with a rose pot And St doesn 't end 
there because every week after that hiv men teadei the 
plant and even provide Uisectiudes when the plant is 
\ick’r Mehta growi 4Q varieties of loses oa the tenace 
garden of his mha office neai Nana Chowk In addition 
he has tlO orber plants 

Mehta, who belongs to a family of diamond and 
precious stones aleixAants. took to social woik and 
loined the trade union imnement in 1945 apd uoiked 
nndkt Abid Ali Jdfferbitai. piestdentof the BEST union 
He then worked undet Asoka Mehta and got so disgusted 
with the political games thAi unions weie iinolwd in 
that he struck out on hts own in 1954 Among his In st 
'clients’ were Ruhardsun Cmddas and Alotoke 
Ashdown Unions under his leadeiship like the hi 
eineeiirtg Mazdooi Sabha and the Mumh,ii Mardooi 
Sabha also help to lebuild villages as in Mi on inn a 
mobile hospital van and undei take a lot ol sot lal n oi k 
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Zia, the Army, 
and Bangladesh 

TIRTHANKAR GHOSH, just returned 
from Dacca, reports on General-turned-civilian 
Zia’s ability to remain in power 



UST outside Dacca Intei 
national airport is an 
Officers’ Mess, a good, if 
unintended I eminder that 
behind the veil of demo 
ciacy in Bangladesh, the real power 
lies with the armed forces President 
Ziaui Rahman, once Lt General Ziaui 
Rahman has left the armv, is now a 
civilian and the chaiiman of a Part> he 
has given birth to—the Bangladesh 
Nationalist Party (BNP) But whether 
in uniform ot out of it, his dependence 
on the army is complete he can run 
the country as he likes, but there is no 
way in which he can survive if he loses 
the support of the armed forces And 
he knows it In fact, he still lives in his 
Lieutenant General’s four loomed 
bungalovs in Dacca cantonment And 
he has been reminded of this truth by 
more than 26 attempted coups, the last 
one on 17 June 1980, which the gov 
ernment acknowledged and even tried 
to hush up unsuccessfully 
Parldoxicallv, Zia is also 
the man who has swept the 
polls twice in Bangladesh, in 
1978 and in 1979 While theie 
were legitimate questions about 
rigging in the 1978 polls, elections 
were much f’eer in 1979 But time 
has taken its toll, thewices ot govci- 
nment aie chipping away at Zia’s pti - 
sonal pupulai itv 

Corruption, inflation, collapsing law 
and ordei all point towaids the same 
direction is Zia finally losing control’ 
To understand the present situa 
non one has to go back to 15 August 
1975, the day Bangladesh’s most cpai 
ismatic leader Bangabatidhu 
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman was 
killed along with his whole 
family at 5 in the mom. 
ing When the “political 
change” (Leftists do not 
refer to (he killing as 
an assassination) took 
place there was ‘ no 
thing” in the country 
According toEnayetullah 
Khan, an ex-Minister, in 
Piesident Zia’s Cabinet and 
ad\ isorv editor of the weekly 
Holiday “There was politics 




in the country, but no political 
organisation because all poli¬ 
tical organisations had been de¬ 
molished beyond recognition (This 
through Sheikh Mujibur Rahman’s 
hated Fourth Amendment which gave 
his Bangladesh Krishak Shramik Awa 
mi League total monopoly of power). 
'There were couits of justice in the 
country but no justice There weie 
factories but no production There 
were law enfoiciiig agencies but there 
was no law whatsover hverything was 
antithetical There was a country but 
without independence ” 

The emergence of Ziaur Rahman in 
Novembei 1975 cannot be seen merbly 
as a byproduct of a coup By 1975 
Sheikh Mujib was facing challenges 
from two, quite separate sources one 
was the people, the other the army 
The struggle of the people, especially 
of those who had fought the country’s 
wai of independence fiom within the 
country, cieattd the necessary condi 
tions in which they could have struck 
for power But in the end, it was the 
army which moved in and leplaced the 
Sheikh 

When the General came to pow 
er, he was welcomed with lelief His 
past was exemplary as Major Ziaur 
Rahman he had fust declared the 


countiv’s independence ovei Chitta 
gong radio on 27 Match 1971 Law and 
order impioved in the cities and the 
villages after he took ovei Martial 
Law was eventually repealed and fun 
damental rights were “lestored” 
According to many critics of the 





and word. At th« same time, to bef¬ 
riend the antagonistic Islamic states 
who were upset over Pakistan’s break¬ 
up, Zia got rid of the much vaunted 
secularism of Sheikh Mijib. Today 
mullahs recite from the Holy Koran 
before the start of a Parliament ses¬ 
sion and It IS common enough to hear 
Bismilldh eRahman-eRahim before 
any of the President’s speeches. The 
hardline Saudi Arabians even pressu¬ 
rised the President to remove the 
women constables from the’Dacca 


police force And they were removed 

This enforced Islamic zeal has not 
brought too many local rewards, 
though. After all, the basic problems 
of a better life and greater liberty 
remain. Zia's restoration of fun¬ 
damental rights has been far less liber¬ 
al than he would like others to believe. 
According to an Amnesty Internation¬ 
al news release doted 26 March 1980 
there are more than 1,000 persons 
convicted under .special Martial l.uw 
and still languishing In prison. 
Moreover, the ex-armyman has retros¬ 
pectively iegniised all actions taken 
during his Martial l.nw by the Fifth 
Amendment passed by his BNP- 
dominated Parliament. 

“There is no freedom of the Press 
and all the anti-government writings 
that you see are only a facade,’’ said 
Nur Alam Jikuf the organising secret¬ 
ary of the Jatiyobadi Samajtantnk Dal 
(JASAD) “The Press is still gagged 


which must essentially be a civilian 
democratic organisation. 

President Ziia’s style of functioning 
is unique. He does not discuss impor¬ 
tant political matters with his Party 
members. This has given rise to the 
rumour that he has a secret military 
council .which meets regularly to take 
important decisions Ministers have 
their portfolios, but are only execu¬ 
tives, not partners m taking the coun¬ 
try towards a specific political and 
economic goal They are treated like 
executives Dissatisfaction in the Min¬ 
isterial ranks is promptly assuaged 
with rewards Members of the BNP 
(who again wished to remain anony¬ 
mous because of possible repercus¬ 
sions) admitted that rewards in the 
form of important portfolios are doled 
out by the President to consolidate his 
power. There are an astonishing 43 
Cabinet Ministers. In May this year, 20 
MPs were nominated as District De¬ 
velopment Co-ordinators .(they have 
the same status as Deputy Ministers). 
These Co-ordinuturs are virtual gov¬ 
ernors of the country's 20 districts. 
Khandaker Moshtaque Ahmed, former 
Bangladesh President and leader of 
the Banglade.sh Democratic League 
who was only released from prison 
after five years in April 1980, said that 
the appointment of the Co-ordinators 
was a major step in making Zia “a life 
President of a tuiulitanan state" In 


All it needs is a telephone tall from 
the Intormation Ministry to stop a 
news Item from being published No 
permissions are given for new publica¬ 
tions.” And the Special Poweis Act 
empowers the government to attest 
anyone without giving any reason 
Eveiy opposition politician feels 
that the country remains basically un¬ 
stable There may be tiutli in this 
allegation Ziaui Rahaman treated a 
Party but it still does not have a 
political ideology—it merely has prog- 
lammes for the people which the Pres¬ 
ident and Ministers lepeat tune with¬ 
out number at eveiy meeting. The 
country is run by Zia and Zia only, the 
Party is not a forte with a dynamism or 
identity of its own Tins was aptly 
summed by a JASAD leader, who 
wished to temain anonymous “Zia 
plus zero* BNP. No Zia, no BNP” The 
President and some of his army col¬ 
leagues cannot afford, given the na 
ture of the power structure, to allow 
the natural political growth ot a Party 
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addition to these Mlnistenal posts, the 
President has created a most unusual 
S3-man “Daot pool” (a group of his 
ambassadors) wno also have the status 
of Ministers of .State Similarly, to 
contain internal wranglings, almost all 
the BNP MPs have been given some 

P ower in their own sub-divisions. The 
arty, thus, is held together by pat¬ 
ronage. 

•« 

T his patronage ha.s in tuin. given 
rise to corruption which the Presi¬ 
dent overlooks. A Bangladeshi, on the 
plane from Dacca to Calcutta, men 
tioned confidentially that the only 
industry in the nationalised sectoi 



Awami League poatar ammamorating 
Mujib'a daath 

which was not running at a lost in. 
Bangladesh was corruption. Scandalf 
have often rocked the Zia CablnetT'! 
The most notable, perhaps, is the Man«. 
power Scandal. On 30 June this year, 
BNP MPs charged Atauddln Khan« 
State Minister of Manpower, with ra>' 
cruiting 2,700 cleaners tor Saudi Ara¬ 
bia in return for money. (The Presi¬ 
dent has permitted every Minister to. 
refer SO candidates for jobs in the Gulf 
region.) The MPs said that the Minis¬ 
ter had taken Takas 25,000 from each 
of the 2,700 candidates When this 
allegation appeared in the newspap¬ 
ers, President Zia was furious. He 
vittually shouted at his Cabinet mem¬ 
bers for not having defended Aiauddin 
Khan The very next day a furious Zta 
brought a Holy Koran to the Cabinet 
meeting, and each Minister was made 
to sweat that he would not indulge in 
corruption 

Many officers of the armed torces 
run large institutions Almost all state 
corporations have militarymen at the 
top, brought on lien from their army 
posts foi example, the Rural Electri¬ 
fication and the Water and Swerage 
Authority All this is not helping the 
country’s economy In a classic repeti¬ 
tion of the Third World syndrome, a 
handful of people have managed to 
build personal fortunes “The present 
balance sheet of the government'is 
just one of failures", said Mr Eiiayetul- 
lah Khan Over the last two years the 
government has failed in carrying out 
Its normal tasks of stabilising prices 
for farmers (the price of iute has 
fallen from Tks 110 per nuuind to Tks 
50-60 per maund. Tks 110 was the 
minimum mandatory price fixed by 
the government Asfoi the prue which 
the farmer gets for rice it has gone 
down to Tk 6^5 a maund ftoni I'k l()0 a ■ 
maund, education is still in a mess, j 
Dacca University had been t losed for 
nearly eight months On top ot all this, 
inflation continues Dr Abu Mahmud 
of the Economics depaitment, Dacca 
University and author of ap authorita- 
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W HEN Ziaur Rdhaman (boin, 1 ') 
Jan 19^6 ton)ini<.sionL*d, 18 
Sept 195 S), deputy thitf ot tht 
army, rtpldced Mai (jen K M Sha 
fiulla as the Uiiet ot the R.ingladt sh 
armed foicts nine days aftei the 
coup that killed Miijrb he swotL ti) 
build a laiger and Mioiiget ainiv 
The strength of the army ht iiihoi 
ited in l‘) 7 S! did not justifv the loin 
major genetals (including Zia) n 
was having then And Zia, a inajoi 
in the Pakistan Aimy only lota 
years betoie was aspiiiiig to use 
evenhighei.tothciankot a Lt Gen 
So from the veiy first cla\ lit 
assumed command, Zia slaittd 
chasing his obiective with single 
minded devotion, not merely to 
satisfy his vanity but also to be in 
step with the ptevailing mood and 
lenipei in the aimed fortes Mosi ol 
the soldieis, as nieinbeis ol tin 
Pakistan army, were associated 
with power not so long ago It was 
because some ol them could ntvei 
reconcile themselves with then 
neat iiuonsequential lole uiulci 
Sheikh Mujib, that they planned 
Ins ovLithiow. /la petsuadcil the 
then Piesidcni Khaiidakei Moshta 
que Ahmed to issue a deciee on 11 
Sepiembei I'lTI otteiiiig the ainiv. 
"a plate ot lionmn in national lilc 
pledging to lectilv “the neglect and 
dispaiagt inciii of the deteiuc sei 
vices fni ovii tinet ind ,i half vcais 
since independence and [iiovul 
mg loi liingt bent Ills 

Sinie then /la luvci looked 
back KecI tiitmt Ills wtu stepped 
up the lust tout balcius going in 
foi liaiiiing biiwKii 12 ami 10 
Novembi I 197'i I In lust aims tli 
vision till bill Division was msi il 
led in Dati 1 on !i) Nte t nibi t lb"’') 
The Jiiritd toms j: ,iincdsuhsi m 
iially III p,iv powt 1 and (Ucstigc 
When /la guvi hiinstll iht on 
foim ot a 1 ( (,tn eisi in ton i I i 
quishing the lomni tu I t 
armed toici s on 2b v, t i ’ 
fight the I’lcsid. Ill il < Il t , 
had moic than in I b ooi.il 
ise Ihe pitstni siitncil i 
Bangladesh ainui* • i 
almost tiebltd simi i 
assumed coiniiiaiid on n 
than what \ahva Ko m h ui con i 
dcicd adt (guatc toi ih ikiMui > 
Past Pakist.in ago i i i u! i 

1971 Pakistan then it ul I lo 

nulitai V I till ( 1 light I 1 1 til 1111 * 1 
laiiliv divisionsl aiul ,11/0 p.o i 
militaiv pcisomul mclutliii^ 1 isi 
Pakist.in (nil Aimed 1 (o i 
Scouts ^li'iahids and Ra/a> its 1 ) 
f 8()1 Sabres .nidlooi p.iliol bo its 
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BANGLADESH ARMED FORCES 


15 August 
1975 


$52m 
27 500 


Defence spending 
Combined strength 


15 August 
1980 

$115m 
77 500 


ARMY 




25 000 

Personnel 

70 000 Ml 

• 

Division HQ 

5(h) 

5 

Brigades 

\h‘) 

17 

Battalions 

3 )(ii) 

1 teg 

Armoured Corps 

t bug 1 ireg(c) 

30(H 

Tanks 

42w' 

3 

Artillery reg 

7ih) 

1 if*g 

Engineers 

1 bug 

1 

Anti aircraft brig 

I 

1 ball 

Signals 
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PARA MILITARY 

i/ 

20 000 

Jatiya Rakshi Bahini 

disbancle<)(ii 

A 

15 000 

Bangladesh Ritles 

30 OOOiD 

tr 

• 

Armed Reserve Police 

56 000 


• 

Ansars 

8 000(lil 

ft 

— err 


Village Defence Force 

9 60 000( ) 





Personnel 
Frioates 
Patrol Cratt 
Patrol 8oal 
Gunboats 
Training Ship 
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P(n} 

4 
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1 AIR FORCE 




1 500 

Personnel 

4 000 

8 

MIC. 21Mt( ) 

Fighter 

3 MIG 21MF 

6 

h06 Scitirt 1/3) 

Fighter Bomber 

4 F86 Sabre 

24 MIG 19(F6)m) 


1 Dl b 

1 (y irnboil 
> F 2/ 

Transport 

1 D(^ b 

1 Carriboii 

2 F27 


1 AN 12 


3 AN 12 

1 

^ AN 2b 


2 AN 26 

1 AN 24 

•> W( V HC 2 

Helicopter 

2 Wes'-ex HC 2 


AlldlJtllt III 

1 Ml 8 


4 Allouetle III 

8 Ml 8 
b Bell 2 ) 3 ( 1 ) 


1 t UA 
VIIO Mini 

Trainer 

1 tjJA 

2 MIG 21UTI 

8 Magisler 

1 Atoll 


Wl 1 L ;i f yeef IJ ui g O l Otrun m trta U > ^A^urulf r gun 80 rit »> 

« I r Ht 64 SituM v n 4*5686 (b‘ D i i {) Div) Ranqpur (H Oiv) 

' k 11 hHU/ Af lh( {Jv ot (iZ) is t'oing j pii 

4 1 li CT 1} I Id) fw t ( I bit il 1 dv li ht t ly SOI n ff») inT»oui“d bfijidt 

t t O ()f il t i fJer 111 I 1 Ifs nv( I ? 1 iht 1 tl it di lo tgi?d Shtfk Mi 1 ^ Mi 

l pi i H I IMt * } uMt tl igM I t t|H 11 T SI iippU d by Fgyf 1 (i)) 

k ( I tc I oni Ml l Ar iL 1 h | Utidt t qi t } 1 1 (♦ d ilU i ,t 3<^4 pit r iis ol qn 1 I iil 

f »■ t K ihdt U ( nriy ol IFf ni use'uss dt M igp 1 w th Ihi'* Army on J Stplf*rnt>ttr t^)7S 
t V ip 1 It ■»wng r to tdors arc equippjO w‘h 1B0 1 m gun nrj irtitlery pterps indidnhf 
t » fi 1 TytA il oMS dt short notirr (kj oi iHilion one each (400 mnn) in every 

t f vod pt» sons cornplplmg 1 thfif ftiontli tr iimno‘■vheUulp (l)lbpeisons ' 

1 ‘ * )fbtU 0( V i(}( If n g\pn a ?1 day training rn) B'l'iOS CMilaqong Khulna and Daira 

cilMs 11 ju if 11 < px HMS I UnOgtl /lipgoli iticns irp ooma on tor ncunng one f rinsor tiom 

I 1 oMhi 1 VI,e t ivi v/tJin KcnJenls atid Um. i Ihet ha J he* n qrnun Jfd (nr S (p) PAf 

fliwcio ) /tiLi ‘ wh h 1 eopcfatonaincw up Suppi ed My g. ti n Fust insUllmenl ot 16 aiff r ill 
Iff vod M M *y 1 r / bi I 1 in ahorl ve coup on 2 Oclobor iht- une year eight o( them were daftiiged 

•I llILh lairanodf Txwufo kited China hd^ store it pi n h I the damaged aircraft and is to deliver 

ingfhef (onsgnrneil uf P MICi 19 F6 FGA n ^hises and also some spares for Ihe ground 
Mlu 21MF, (f) Surplus of Vtiinm war lehvt eJ by USA from its Singapore base 12 more are 
exr# i fid Alkg 5 j Hi ey hr I c opferk h w Ih ^ apdt ty !i ct ry one platoon at a lime ire rn Ihn 
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tive tieatise on the economy of Bang 
ladesh spoke to me on the present 
economic condition of the country In 
1974 75 accotding to a Task I-orce 
White Paper, there were only two 
billionaires in Bangladesh By 1978, 
the number had grown to an astound 
ing 62 This at a time when moie that 
87 per cent of the population is desper 
ately poor According to the Bang 
ladesh Bank (an institution akin to our 
Reserve Bank) the rate of inflation is 
between 16 per cent and 20 per cent 
But then said Dr Mahmud, 87 pei cent 
of the people do not have any buying 
capacity 1 hose who do are the benefi 
ciaiics of intlalioii in “this aid ft 
nanced state 

This SOI IV state has been biought 
about by a ‘puce detci mining en 
clave” compiised of bureaucrats fiom 
the civil and the inilitaiy services 
This acioiding to the professor, was 
an inlormal ‘siipei powei’ in determin 
ing the prices of essential and other 
commodities Many big businessmen 
complain that it is impossible to do 
any piivate business without paying 
this enclave a substantial amount 
Consequently theie exists a mutual 
‘ undei standing ’ among membei<- of 
the bureauciacv A few examples will 
suffice A depute goveinoi of the 
Bangladesh Bank, and an c\ student of 
Dr Mahmud confessed to him that he 
made lakas 50 000 a month through 
vaiious means The culruie ot the rich 
itmaiiis as obnoxious as evci A story 
doing the social rounds in Dacca men 
turns disenchanted wives leaving hus 
bands if they could not buy at least 
two houses in huiope oi America 
While the story might be apocryphal. 
It reveals the state of affaiis 

In such a state who oi what political 
entity will come toiwarcl to hold the 
leins ot the couiitiy’ Opposition lead 
ers might talk of banding togcthei to 
overthrow the government thiough a 
democratic movement, but when it 
comes to the crunch the Patties are 
disunited further, thcic is the mote 
important question Will Zia evei 
leave’ When (because the last eltc 
tions were helcl while martial law Was 
still in force) theie wett demands foi a 
midteim election, the Piime Minister 
Shah Azirur Rahman dismissed it sum 
manly and got away with it easily 
Opposition leaders agree that in the 
present circumstances, it would be 
difficult to dislodge either Zia ei the 
BNP Khandakar Moshtaque Ahmed 
has said “It is Zia alone and he alone 
who counts ” The President flies 
around in helicoptei s trying to imple 
mem his piogra'mmes, all planned 
with good intentions the khdlkatd 
(canal digging) levolution the adult 
litetacy drive and family planning His 
dependence on the army may have 
alienated him from the urban people 
in general, and the intelligentsia in 
particular, his government’s function 
mg may not be able to bluff the cities 
but to many in the rural areas, Zia is a 
godsend People still flock to hear him 
In return he promises them rewards 
like jobs In almost every village, a 
Gram Pratiraksha Bahini (Village De 
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fence Party) has been formed with the 
direct blessings of the BNP The volun 
teers of the VDP work for three to four 
months a yeai and in a village this is 
something which does impress people 
But this too IS not without its faults 
The youth of the BNP have been given 
the contract of collecting taxes from 
markets all over the countiy Accord 
ing to many leaders who tout the lural 
aieas the local tax collectois have 
often mentioned that the BNPs young 
members either shortchange in hand 
ing ovei the collected money or do not 
hand anything over at all And if they 
are questioned, the common refrain 
heard all over is “We are Zia’s men 
Do not bother us ’ 

With the armed forces 7ia uses the 
carrot and the stick, though the former 
far more than the lattei Every canton 
ment has a superior officer who has 
pledged total loyalty to 7ia At the 
same time the armed forces have 
leaint that a revolt can mean summary 
death But Zia’s control over the 
armed forces is still strong and he has 
at the moment no fears from that 
quartet Perhaps ihe person who can 
gain the most of the present political 
instability is ex President, Khandakei 
Moshtaque Ahmed who Zia consideis 
as his mailn rival for power Khandakei 
Mostaque has demanded midteim 
polls on or before 28 February 1981 as 
have so many Parties, like the Awanii 
League, the Gono Muslim League and 
the JASAD As Mr Ahmed views it, the 
present government has not been able 
to fulfil Its promise to the people The 


Bangladesh Parliament, for him, is a 
mere “rubber stamp” for the Presi* 
dent As a result Ziaur Rahman and 
his BNP colleagues have of late made 
Mr Ahmed the target of their attacks. 

The major Party in the opposition is 
the Awami League (Malek faction) 
which has a base in nearly 65,000 
villages The Party has the highest 
number of opposition seats in the 
Sangsad (Parliament)—40 The poten 
tial of the League was not seriously 
diminished by the major split in its 
ranks on 12 August 1978 due to differ* 
ences between the present League 
president Abdul Malek Ukil and Miza- 
nur Rahman Choudhury However, 
factionalism still plagues Ukil’s Party. 
On one side is the late Tajuddin 
Ahmed’s wife and League vice- 
president Mrs Zohra Tajuddin who is 
said to be close to the Russians On the 
other side is Mr lofael Ahmed, who is 
friendlier with the USA That fac¬ 
tionalism was quite evident on 15 
August 1980, the day of mourning in 
remembiance of Sheikh Mujib’s assas¬ 
sination The faction led by the secret¬ 
ary of the Youth League (the youth 
wing of the Awami League) did not 
participate in the commemoration 
piogrammes held under the lead¬ 
ership of the 1 eague’s president Zia is 
won led enough about the Awami 
League to woo some of its top leaders 
over to the BNP Party secretary 
general Dr Badrudozza Choudhury was 
making the play tor the defections 

Meanwhile President Zia’s own 
BNP IS not without us inteinal squab¬ 
bles Many MPs have of late started 
questioning governmental policies and 
the President’s style of governing 
They have demanded demociatisation 
There is resentment against corrupt 
Ministeis But then President Zia will 
surely find a wav out of the crisis as he 
has always done Rumours say that 
important portfolios will go to some 
dissidents 

Khaiidaker Moshtaque Ahmed is 
forthright in his assessment of Bang¬ 
ladesh today “Ihe way Zia is going, 
the country will sink on its own And’ 
befoie the countiy is totally ruined we 
would like democracy to return ” 
Many intellectuals and political lead 
ers feel that if a democratic change is 
allowed, the country will once again 

E ass into the hands of the Awami 
eague 


suNDnar 


NEXT WEEK 


The Tragedy Of The St randed Refugees 

For three lakh people, the 1971 war is not yet over They 
are the Bihans who decided after the birth of Bangladesh 
that they could not live in a Bengali country, and would 
like to go to Pakistan Today they are living, on meagre 
doles, in miserable, prison-like refugee camps 
TIRTHANKAR GHOSH visited these camps to report on 
a human tragedy 
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IMMORAL 

LIARS 

BY A SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT 


\N\ d politiial innotent henuilecl himtclf into 
Itfluving that the RSS wus a deditated, 
pel hups fsnatitul ot ({animation but withal u 
liodv vutnous and pure Half tnnstious ot his 

. .1 own laik ot tnanlintss the flublty, eftete nth 

rownie in paititulai admired its discipline and its mustle 
But nun lil * I)i Balia Adtiav have testified to the RSS 
meinbti < m mlut m the lails duiiriK the I metReritv and 
then abitii )i 111 isot tpoloRv toiheRmeinment StiatiRtlj 
(ikiiirIi no'u III iht J.ina Sant,h Itaders -Vaipavce Adva 
111 oi 1 )> sliimikh has uitti&d a wold ot explanation about 
t*u (list 1 HI till Lpistles ot Heoias to liidiia (>dndhi S B 
(.luuri in I t\tn to thi Saikaii S.int Vinoba Bhave 
\inulsi ill tin <Iin ol ihi loiitioieisv on (lit RSS issue the 
lit nil tt lilt I ilia Sinehis on tht litieis is deafening 

It V IS It*' It OH dual piattilionei ot Nagpiii to stiip 
the RSS t tip! itU iiulfxpost It IS a moial tiiiuith Di M 
1) K iiiul II I 1 hi/nsc It a (It dll att () inembtr of the RSS He 
Uli It ill lust of uleolopv but oo piiiuiplt not betause 
ot KS' piliius but Its tthus Ol the latk ot it He was 
ilu idv inumluitf )() vears siandmR when on 7 I ebiuaiv 
19'2 ' t had in ippluatioii befort. the vhaiitv vommission 
ii N 11,(11 I luisioM uridt t tiu Hoinbav Publu Tiusts Act 
l‘•'“ ttkiii^i t,tt It It Risicii.d as a (lublu tiu t It has Lost 
' it I'Ss I 1 I 

Ht I I fl on rhi ( onsiitiitioii of I k,u liiAhiklinnai til 
, ' I rt( II l)v ill' RSS loiindti Ht-detwai in 1933 and 
u\i 1 tl 111 Ins 1 1 ifi iph\ t)v N 11 Palkai in 1964 Tht RSS 
w IS h iniHil (11 t I 1 1)111 11 \ t‘)4S iinmediaiLlv attei (landhi 
|i s (It nil I 111 hint IS IiliLtl on 11 Iiilv 1449 on a tei tain 
M lit, i I iidt t ikini Rivt n li\ (ailv alk ii iiuluding one of a 
tit not I iM Ol sill ii 00 whi li follows bioadiv the Con 
St ii til I I 1 1 Iiidi in N nil 11 )U onmtss Siuh a diaft was 
subniiiK i| to tht poteiiinuiit in Muthand ippiovedbyit 
It (1 I lOli stilts tilt s nif h hid till now no written 
ot' uiM in Di Kitndai t ills ili ii a lit I nder the eight 

ir 11 ol Ilu diinotiatu 14)1 tonsiuution he says, "all 
tl r 0 II 111 1 will thi tiusttts It RSS but under the 1949 
t(i in itioii oiilv itu ineinbtis ot tlu Ktndriya Karyakari 
'1 10 I il tht mitiil txttutive h il\ irt the trustees 

'In May 1974 ' P Behert dtpuiv ihatity cummis 
sioiui hi It) that th< RSS was not Ii ilile to legistration as 'ts 
ob^Ltis lit tkiii lo politu al ohieits as distinguished from 
relipio s tt thailiable ohjetts Ui Kamdar appealed 
tiui'ii t It 1(1(1 n 1" (iiU 1974 and won On 1 janua^, 
t4"s M \ lull 1 iinnt chants tommissiont r held "RSS 
x‘p \L(t 1 tt I public religious and iharitable trust It be 
rtm It I s (h In his (udgment he recorded, "It was 
toil* d d’ h't stagt of arguments before the Deputy 
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Chanty Commissioner that the oigtinisaiioii hud all along 
aimed at patiiutic activities that weie akin to the polituiil 
activities " So. the RSS’ stand befoie these authoiities was 
the direct opposite of its stand befoie the public 

Aftci analysing the constitution and ((uotiiig extensively 
horn (jolwdlkar’s A Bunch ot IhouKhts, Mi Vaidva le 
maiked “It is evident from the afoiesaid quotations that 
Dhaima which is thought of by RSS in tiamiiig the 
C'lnstitution IS nuthuigclse than traditional Hindu Dhaima 
in piiiiLiples (excluding the outwaid manifestations which 
aie more or less iitualistic) This exposition of exptession 
Dhaima also thus goes to suppoit my afoiesaid conclusion 
that the objects and pin poses of Saiigli are leligious in then 
natuic 1 or all of these leasons I held that RSS is pioved to 
he a public itligious tiust ’ 

An appeal against this ordet was tiled by Raiendta 
Singh and Deutas on 6 Match 1978 befoie the distiict 
ludge Nagpui Ihe appeal contained a veiled attack on 
(•andhiji As is well known he had established his ascen 
dancy m national politics by the early Twenties The RSS’ 
appeal laments this and says ‘ In the Twenties, the political 
situation was fast changing and there was confusion writ 
Idige on the political scene The concept of a nation with a 
glonuus past, which indeed was ‘Hindu Rashtra’, was being 
wiped out fiom the people and its interest were being 
ignoied bv the then political leaders particularly after the 
eclipse of Lokmanva Tilak from the political horiron after 
his death in 1920 The founder of the RSS, Dr Hedgewar 
then visualised the idea of founding the RSS as a movement 
with a view to fearlessly propagating that India was a 
'Hindu Rashtra’ (Nation), as contradistinguished from 
‘Hindu Raj’ It is significant to note that the name was not 
chosen us ‘Hindu* Swayam Sevak Sangh though the Sangh 
IS open to Hindus only This is because of the faith of the 
Sangh that in India 'Rashtriya' means ‘of Hindus’, which 
are the mainstream of the Nation ” Small wonder that the 
RSS has to this day little praise for Gandhiji’s role 

T he appeal made little secret of the undemocratic 
character of the RSS’ constitution and referred to "the 
limited democratic form and machinery provided for car¬ 
rying out the work of the Sangh with K K M and A B P S 
(Akntl Bharatiya Pratinidhi Sabha) whereunder the 
A B P S elects the Sarkaryawaha who is bound to act in 
consultation with the guide and philosopher viz, Sar Sen^ 
Chalak as per Article 13 The Sarjearyawaha forms K.K M 
as per Article 14 and similar arrangement is provided at the 
provincial levels It may be noted that there is no election 
at all levels but selection and nomination except for the 






piisis III s uk.iiv.iudhj and Plant Sangliihalaks 

i Ik appt al i lainied that the work of the RSS is nt ithei 
uliKious 11(11 chaiitable but its ubietts aie cultiiial and 
(latiiotK as iiiiiiia distinguished tiom lelieious oi siiaiit 
able Ii IS .ikin ro political putpo-,e<, though RSS Is not at 
piesint a pohtiial Pait\ inasmuch as the RSS constitution 
ipiotcd aboM b.iis active political participation bv RSS as 
such IS a poliiv 

Iheie vs is i siiange omission in the RSS appeal It said 
•i mas bt nuiitioned that lecentlv the income tax tom 
missionei had hi Id in an appeal that RSS activitv is neither 
icligious noi chai liable The applicants lelv on the said 
decision to the extent of the reasoning given b> the said 
authoiitv But It omitted to mention what the RSS’ own 
stand was beloie the income tax authorities 

A passage tn the appeal memo reveals the RSS’ outlook 
with btutal claiitv The functions or festivals of ‘Hindu 
Sam Raiva Dm Mahotsava’, ‘Dashera’ or ‘Vi)ava Dashimi’ 
and Padava’ or Varsha Pratipada' have a political and 
social connotation foi inspiring in the Swayamsevaks the 
dieam of Hindu Rashtra on (sic ) the fact that in historical 
past such a dream was visualised and fulfilled and as such 
one could do so again by organising the Hindu Society The 
(estival of ‘Guru Poornima’ is also a political function in the 
sense that the flag as mentioned m the Constitution is just 
befoie the society a symbol of RSS and symbol of age old 
cuittiie and as such should be dear to the society as God and 
eveivbodv shot Id be piepared even to die for the respect 
and dignity of the said flag I he work ouia In the said 
festival has no leligious connotation whatsoever but a 
connotation that we should work for the flag, which stands 
as symbol of Hindu Rashtra and be ready to sacrifice not 
inly body and mind but also financially ” 

Deoras formally vet died the appeal memo on 26 Febru 
try 1979 It is still being heard before the district judge 
Nagpur Dr Kamdar filed an application on “i July 1980 
calling for the RSS’ income tax records for the assessment 
years 1962 61. 1970 71 1971 72, and 1972 71 To appreciate 
Its significance, one must go back to the income tax 
pioceedings They began a decade ago 

The tax pioceedings have gone on at a IcMsiirely pace A 
notice dated 11 December 1970 was issued by an income 
tax officei to Deoras on behalf of RSS lequiring him to 
submit a return of income Various other notices followed 
in Its tiain The RSS retorted that it was not assessable 
under the Income lax Act as it was neither an “association 
of persons” nor a “body of individuals” and wanted this 
issue to be tried first It, however, filed under protest tax 
returns for the assessment year 1970 71 accounting year 
ended Diwali 1969 showing income as nil 

Deoras wrote to the ITO Assessment No 1, Nagpur on 22 
April 1971 as “Sarkaryawah” explaining the RSS’ case 
Accoiding to him the sources of the receipts were as 
follows 

(1) Guru Dakshina nil 

(2) Guru Dakshina collected by all Shakhas in the 
country known as Kendraounch Rs 2,68,370 

(3) Interest on fixed deposits Rs 26,943 

(4) Miscellaneous receipts from sale of old newspapers 
Rs 527 00 

(5) Surplus receipts on sale of old scooter Rs 1,8S1 

As for the house Hedgewar Bhawan, it was field by the 
institution for its charitable actiyities ” 

The RSS filed a writ in the High Court in April 1971 to 
cancel the notices contending that its activities “are solely 
educative" It argued that each Shakha was an Independent 
unit and the funds of the Shakhas were all voluntary 
offerings, gifts, donations, etc Every year a sacred day is 
observed as Guru Dakshina Day when Swayam Sevaks 
salute the flag Bhagwa Dhwaj and voluntarily make offer¬ 
ings A part of the offerings went to the Kendra (head 
office) 

By consent of both parties the High Court made an order 
on IS February 1972 laying down an agreed procedure for 
tax assessment It would first be decided if ttie RSS was a 
taxable entity and, if so, whether the receipts in its hands 
were taxable income The inquiry was to be limited to the 
RSS* Kendra at Nagpur as a test case When the ITO called 
for the list of the Shakhas all over India, Deoras screamed 
that he was violating 'the order. Besides, “There are 


tliousiiiids ot Shakhas .ill in Cl India Mini u ii, iikablv 'no 
ilc'tiiilod list 111 Shakh is is maintained at \ Kpin i id in iact 
tilt- sanit IS not neicss.iiv in view it tin l nt ihai nrh 
Sli.ikba IS an autonomnus bodv Ihi luinnon m the itmia) 
biidv IS meielv supeivisoiv nul ulvismA It was m jr 
thiiiigh haidlv credible loi aiinii ilmd bodv lil-i tlu Rss 
file ITO niade an assessment niilci in 2'i \pnl 1972 
I electing the RSS’case Ihc Rss pioniprlv ippe ili d tn the 
appellate assistant commissioiui oi niconieiax Nagpur 
One ol the grounds of appeal was that ihi Guru Dakslima 
and otiui income “was held until i a legal idtligitioii to 
utilise It tin the purposes of the Singh which an clearly 
educational and cotisetjueiitiv thi income is ext mjif tiom j 
income tax I ittle did it italisi that this plea cuiistituted 
an admission of the txisttiut ol .i puhlit ihaiitablc trust 
iindei the Bombav I’ublu Iiiisi \i< i tut to who h Di 
Kamdar lelentlesslv thaws iittniion 

lo leave no tooni foi doiiht uthii nnis advanicil by 
the RSS c xplicitly iiiped tli it tht ob|i its oi uii s mgh ate 
‘thaiitdble and ‘puiclv edni itional and t uitinal uid it 
held the (unds on trust 

rite no assessed the RSS toi il iricomt at Rs 10 24,710 
computed thus 

(1) House piopertv Rs '>442 

(2i 1 iftv per cent ol the icctipi liom Ifiuu Dak'hina 
from dll the branches as estimitid Rs 7 56 7ii2 

(I) Interest on fixed deposits and bank aciotiiiis oi the 
branches Rs 21,551 

(4l Interest on fixed deposits ind hank acioums at head 
oil ICC* Rs 24 64) 

(5) Income fiom miscellaneous leceiptsfiom head iifftce 
and blanches Rs 16 )76 

I he AAC decided the RSS appeal in Octobei 1972 and 
held It was assessable as one entity inclusive ol all the 
Shakhas hut set aside tht I PO’s oi di i hr caust in In, view, 
the income was not propcilv loinpiiltcl Iht matt*. went to 
the Income tax liibunal whith tilled that the fiisi is^ue to 
be det ided should be n it iht status ol the RSs bu' whether 
It ifieived am t ixable intonu So the AAt sent tin entire 
n ittci hiitk to tilt IPO to dciidt this poiiii 

On91cbiiiaiv 1978, M f) kainik IIO Nagputmadean , 
assessment oitici lailiti tin IIO pissiig tht otigmdl | 
oidei loi I97i)71 had held thit the leuipts dcii td fiom 
inembeis weie t xempt tiom tax itioii Ik h id estimated the 
leceipts fiom non mtmhei and iiti ttipli d to tax the same 
The RSS swore that no otfcinigs wtie icceived from 
nonmembeis Kainik .uttpttd this claim and totaiiv 
excluded (>umi Dakshina m computing the income Bur he 
reiected the RSS claim about the independence of the 
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Give your famNif 
seven ckqrs of the wfeek. 



A rich source of netural 
Vitamins A and D—Cod Livti 
Oil IS vital for bone and body 
growth Taken in this natural 
form, these vitamins are 
completely absorbed by 
growing children So they 
become strong and sturdy 
The natural Vitamin A in Cod 
Liver Oil keeps your hair lhi< k 
and lustrous, your skin soft 
smooth and youthful Your 
eyes clear and sparkling 
Rich in a special 
polyunsaturate. Cod Liver 
Oil helps lower cholestrol 
levels, reduces incidence of 
coronary troubles 
Keeps you physically fit 

Make Seven Seas a vital part 
of your family's diet For that 
glow of natural good health 


The family tonic 
popular In 98 countrles- 
SEVEN SEAS bulMs good health 
seven luays. Naturally. 


CHAITRA-SS-I 
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units Its umstitiition itself belied this claim 

•Article 22 (a) All offeiings, gifts, donations eli 
leceived foi Sangh purposed by the branches shall const i 
tute the Sangh funds 

Aiticle 22 (e) The K K M and P K M shall issue such 
diiections toi disbursement of the funds collected by its 
suboidinate units as It may from time to time think 
necessary loi the general advancement of the Sangh work ’’ 
The IK) also lejected the RSS’ claim to being a purely 
educational and cultural body whose income was to be 
exempted “II the assessee has to work for the rejuvenation 
ol the Hindu Society arising from political differences, the 
political purpose cannot be avoided As it is not possible to 
divoice the political element in toto fiom the aims and 
obiects of this assessee, it will not be possible to say that 
the assessee is a chaiitable oiganisation I he activities of 
the assessee, therefore, are not covered under the head 
‘bducationaWt haritable’ purpose defined in Section 2(I‘?) 
ol the Act ’ 

But with the enoimous Guru Dakshina totally excluded, 
he assessed the RSS’ income at R%51,78b only 

What IS not widely known is that while the pioceedings 
vseM on the RSS amended its constitution to avoid tax 
liability but was less than candid about it Ihc facts ate not 
easy lo come by 

Rut Ml K II ( hainani, 110 Central Circle III Nagpui 
did get to know some ol them lodging by his assessment 
oidc I dated 20 March l’J74 loi assessment yeai 107172 He 
noted that at one paiticulai htaiing, on I'j October 197i 
the RSS conceded that all policy decisions weie communi 
cated’ to the 18 Pi ant olliccs but a toitnight lalei the RSS 
resiled Irom this position and began talking of iiulcpen 
dent units He adcled On Octobi i 11, 1971 an .iniendcd 
Constitution of the Rashti i\ i ,Swavamscwak Sangh was also 
filed befoie me It was st iti d that the t onsiitiition ol RSS 
was amenciecl on 1 7 72 iiid ilu pioposals toi anu lulmeiu 
come fiom the K<iin<iiaki Piantiva Kaivik.iii M^ndal 

B IJ r oddly enough, these amendments weie not shown to 
the toint chanty commissionei Vaidya who complained 
III his order of 11 January 1978, “It is, indeed, not known 
why the respondents Shi 1 M N Deoras and otheis, failed to 
bring on recoid, a copy of the Constitution containing 
up to date ameiulinents The allegation of the applicant 
appellant (Dr M 1) Kamdai) that tiu respondents want to 
be secretive in the mattci ot ceitain paiticulais (Amend 
ments) about the Constitiiiion gams giound due to this 
imission, and also in pioduction of docuincnits I xh 21 and 
bxh 47 which beai no date ot final adoption of the 
Constitution, not even the date ol typing or printing and 
publishing’’txh 21 was a typed and Lxh 47 a printccl copy 
of the constitution 

What were the amendments’' Accoiding to Dr Kamdai, 
on 27 March, 1972 the RSS’ Piatinidhi Sabha made the 
following amendments The 1949 constitution in Article 9 
(the flag) stated “While lecoginsing the duty of every 
citizen to be loyal to and to lespect the State Flag, the 
Sangh has its Hag, the 'Bhagwa Dhwai’ the age old symbol 
of Hindu Culture" It was amended in Maich 1972 to read 
“While recognising the duty of eveiv citizen to be loyal to 
and respect the State 1 lag the Sangh has as its Hag the 
‘Bhagwa Dhwai’ (he age old symbol of Hindu Culluie, 
which the Sang/i tegaic/s as its (finu Ai dele 22 originally 
lead “All offeiings, gifts, donation'- etc lectived foi 
Sangh purposes by the branches shall i institute the Sangh 
Funds” It was amended in 1972 to lead “The ‘Guru 
Dakshina’ received foi Sangh puiposes by a Sangh Sliakha, 
shall constitute the funds of chat Shaklia " I he object, 
according to Kamdat.is to make the olfeimgs to the flag 
“(}uru Dakshina” anef the Shakhas nominally independent 
He complains that the deputy i haiiiy commissionei’s older 
on '5 September 1971 foi production of all amendments was 
not complied with He claims yet another amendment on 1 
July, 1972, this time to Article 8 on the RSS’ programme, to 
add objects which would make it a chaiitable organisation 
No wonder Dr Kamdar avers, the amended constitution 
was produced befoie the tax authuiities but not before the 
trust authorities 

The RSS does emerge in a bad shape from these 
proceedings Deoras told the ITO in April 1972 “only one 
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thing IS ceitain that ail units of town or city do maintain 
then accounts ’ Two years Intel, ITO Chainani was compel- 
led to say that though he wrote to all the 18 Prant'Oltfices to 
furnish statements of income and expenditure, “only a few 
Prant offices did fin nish ihe information Some of the Prant 
offices in then letters si.ittd that they were ndt maintain¬ 
ing any books of account ” In his view “the entire Guru 
Dakshina leccipis would constitute the taxable part of the 
assessee’s income and not only such part of it as is received 
from non members ’ He estimated receipts from Guru 
Dakshina at Rs 20 lakhs and income from interest at Rs 
30,000 

Whatever be the stage at which these proceedings have 
reached today alter nearly a decade, it is time the public is 
taken into contidenie by the authoiities In a Press 
>tatempnt on 10 November 1979 Dr Kamdar Said “On July 
10, 1977 Shi I H M Patel the then Finance Minister, 
(•oveinment ot India had informed the Pailiament that 
income tax dues against RSS assessed by Indiia govern 
ment amounted to Rs one iioit and ten lakh Again Moralji 
displayed his lovaity to Hindu Rashtra by directing H M 
Patel to exempt (.uiu Dakshina fiom income tax ThiS 
brought down income tax recoveiy against RSS fiom Rs one 
crore and ten lakh, to Rs five thousand only 

The RSS has not covticd itscll iviih gloiv in these 
pioceedings li cljiriud bclou the High t ouii that it is “a 
charitable institution undci S 10 (22) Income Tax Act, 
1961” and befoie the chaiitv commissionci that R.SS is not 
1 charitabb but a political institution under S 2 (11) of 
Bombay Public 1 1 lists Act 195(1 Its claims before the 
public at laic’c .lie altogctbci dittc lent 

Wt bavt noli d the siuiv mess about the books of 
account and the .iint ndmci's to the constitution If the RSS 
can go so fai I u the sake ot inoiicv i > what di pt'is vsill il 
not stoon foi tlu sikc ol iiowei ' 





The real India 


Authorities do not like the picture 



Mice siut ihc v,w c^iiivinti topjts ot Asli Hh<u<ii 


O N 21 AuKUst dt diound five in the 
evening d luimbit of poliLemen 
fiom the Sitmapuii poluc post 
ledthedthi l< t Press in the )hilniil 
indiistn.il .Hid and seized thousands 
tif io()ies ot Xch Bh.iidt, d weekly 
biought out 1)\ the I ok Dal run Kisdn 
Irtist Rt.ison lluwtekK in its issue 
dated August 2129 had bi ought out 
piLtuiesot thi Mol adabad I tuts one ot 
whiih showed pigs hostiing atound 
the dead body ol <i ptison killed in the 
riots two days ago This pittute taken 
by Viiytndia lyai,i was found espe 
dally obiLi tionabh and an unnamtd 
party had fikd a yomplaint to this 
effei-t Tht It ad story ol the weekly 
was headliiitd At-ink i.i mitdin nu 
dubit \l<ii id,I bud Mo 1.1 da bad 

drowned in iLi'Ol and ntouining) and 
tn the page tativing thy photographs 
was the headliiit Idguh knhiistiin nan 
gdva (Idgah becomes a giaziyaid)’* 
Around tht same time tint the 
polite attiyed, a Matador yan I)ll\ 9*? 
was leaying the premists ot the pnnt 
ing press with topies ol As/i Wha/ar 
The polite, unable to tatth up vsith it 
sent a wireless message to the 1 ugtiluk 
Road polite station to intertept the 
van The van was inteitepted as soon 
as tt entered the Kisan Trust i tfite at 
4, Lodi Lstate and the copies in the 
van weie seized Attoiding to a secret 
aiy of^the Lok Dal, Mr Gautam, the 
polite not only seized copies of A so 
B/iaia^but also the plates ot the week 
ly from the punting press He said that 
about 12,000 copies were seized 

I hough the police legisteied cases 
against the weeklj tor attempting to 
cieatc enmity between dilteieiu leli 
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gious communities nothing objection 
able was written in the weekly said 
Sdtpal Malik ‘‘As a matter of fact in 
the tiont page we earned an appeal 
tor the two communities to have a 
Shdnti bjinitv and to go on a S/i.i;if/ 
inarch It was tactual tepoiting <ind 
theie was nothing to crease animosity 
between the different religious 
gtoups I he photogiaph which the goy 
ernment found obiectionable was in 
fact depicting reality, how the go\ein 
ment was callous and did nothing to 
remoye the dead bodies eyen two days 
attei the incident " 

Says Ajay Singh, Managing bditoi 
of A\Ii Bhdidt ‘This IS the first open 
blatant blow to the freedom ot the 
Pi ess since Mrs Gandhi came to power 
Out circulation was incieasing It is 
now 10,000 This was obviously re 
sented by the authurities concerned 
Besides, we are being harassed tot a 
long time now We were given eviction 
orders by the Directorate of Estates to 
vacate the piemises of the Kisan Tiust 
(4, Lodi Estate) in July We wrote to 
the Directorate but did not leteive any 
reply Besides, we did not print any 
thing objectionable What we did, we 
did in the larger national interest 
Again we were not the only paper to 
print It The daily Jagaran, published 
tiom Kanpur also earned the same 
picture, much before we did 

Both Mr Ajay Singh and 0 P Mal- 
hotia the publisher, have got anti- 
cipatoiv bail". 

On I riday 22 August, the principal 
iritormation officet of the Government 
of India Ml W Lazaiiis stilt word to 
the photographei, Viivendia I vagi, to 


> ome and meet him Tvagi was told 
that taking such pictures was harmful 
to the national interest In reply, lyagi 
pointed out that he was a photo 
grapher whose job was to take pictures 
ot what was happening the best pro 
tection tor India’s image was if the 
authorities did not allow such things to 
happen If they didn’t happen, photo 
graphs would not be taken 

A CORRESPONDENT, Delhi 


Bad times 

Says a Bombay astrologer 

D r Vasant Kumar Pandit, the Bom 
bay astrologer, politician and race 
hoise owner, sees the next nine 
months as “very bleak and dark” This 
u because of the recent change of 
Saturn in July and chat of Jupiter on 
24 September These adverse positions 
ot the stars indicate “chaos’’ for the 
country There will be turmoil, inter 
nal conflict, and unrest There are also 
indications of border conflicts in the 
North East and the North West on 24 
September, November 11 or early 1981 
(between 22 February and 10 April) 
The Prime Minister may not be 
able to handle the situation aptly The 
leadership will be vulneiable and the 
forces of disintegration will operate “1 
also see a change in the leadership, 
the earliest by the end of 1981 or 
mid 1982 This change will not come 
thiough a mid term poll There will be 
no mid term poll The new leadership 
will come fiom within the Party or 
there will be a national government 
I he Prime Minister may ultimately be 
foiced to clamp some sort of external 
emergency before the year end ” 

The economy will not revive till 
late 1982 Insurgent activity will 
heighten, particularly in Assam In the 
North West too the position is explo 
sive with the groupings of Islamic 
nations 

The Piime Minister will have a 
spell of bad health around the time of 
her birthday (19 November) 

There will be immediate changes of 
two Chief Ministers The present Chief 
Ministers of Andhra Pradesh and Ra 
jasthan will be out in the next 45 days 
(counting from 26 August) The Con 
gress (I) will be split in two , but the 
split will not be formahsed Chaotic 
conditions in the country will continue 
for a minimum of nine months and 
maximum of 18 months The Kashmir 
front will be an explosive and sensitive 
spot The situation in Assam may take 
a turn for the worse on 9 September 
1980 

However the ultimate destiny ot 
the country according to Or Pendit is* 
not discouraging In 1984, a new leader 
will come up and tn five years India 
will assume a position of puwet and 
importance in Asia A young leader 
will be in the forefront in 1981 

OLGA TELLIS, Bombay 
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<^RSS wins back ground 

No place for CongressU) in Delhi U. 


T he RSS swept back to power iii the 
Delhi University Students Union 
(DUSU) when its panel of four won all 
the posts defeating the Congress! 1) 
and the Leftist Students Demuc-iatu 
Front (SDF) panels by convincing mar¬ 
gins of 3,000 to 10,000 votes in the 
elections held on 21 August Thus the 
RSS backed Janata Vidhyarti Morcha 
(JVM) regained the lost glory held till 
two years ago by the Akhil Bhartiya 
Vidhyarti Parishad, a sister organisa¬ 
tion. 

The JVM victory hardly came as a 
I surprise to anyone Not only was it 
well organised but the Leftist Students 
Democratic Front Which had shared 
the four DUSU posts equally with the 
JVM lust year did not contest collec 
lively with all its foui constituents' 
CPI, CPI(M), Congress(U) and the Lok 
Dal. Another factor responsible tor the 
JVM victory was the fact out of SO,000 
members of the DUSU (which has the 
affiliation of about46 colleges) only 
22,000 students cast their votes; and 
most of these went in favour (»( the 
VM Consequently JVM which came 
ack to power not only helped the 
Bhartiya Janata Party to refuibish its 
local imas^e but in the first round of 
confrontation put the Congress (I) to 
shade The DUSU president-elect, Vi- 
lay Jolly, after his victory, told news¬ 
men that the JVM victoiy was the 
voictoiy of those who believed m the 
RSS ideology and the defeat of the 
government and its machinaary 
The salient feature of this year’s 
DUSU elections was the unpre¬ 
cedented campaign violence which 
left one student leader dead and a 
non-student supporter of one gioup in 
hosptal with multiple stab wounds 
The Congress! i) which was charged 
with violence was believed to have 
requistioned the services of some Kar¬ 
nataka based touphs. F M Khan, MP 
and the election incharge of the Con- 
sp-essCD had allegedly brought them to 
Delhi and for the first time few days 
no one could identify them. Rival 
groups complained that they were un- 


B efore me is a crusading popula¬ 
tion controller; he has '‘per¬ 
formed”, he tells me, five thousand 
successful vasectomies at Shahadra, at 
the peak of the Emergency in his own 
words, “under the guidance of Rukh- 
sanaji Sultanaji”. He is also an ac¬ 
cused in a triple murder case. 

1 talked m ’’Dr" Ashok Purandare, 
alias “Dr" P. Ki Sharma, alias “Dr” 
Pramode, alias “Dr" N. D. Sharma 
(“Df" between quotes most inevitably, 
becgtiiia, in truth, he is simple 


able to recognise the men who 
assaulted them lot they had not seen 
them befoie The |VM also did noi lag 
behind It was believed to have 
brought in toughs fioni Puniab JVM 
workers are repoited to have earned 
bags of chilli powdei in then pocket to 
counter the Congiessd) toughs 
The SDF which wasinitially in the 
lace lost ground veiy last Its leadeis 
could nut take advantage ot the vio¬ 
lence which the JVM latei siicessfully 
made into an issue A peace committee 
was formed by the univeisity author¬ 
ities that lent credibility to the claims 
of the JVM Moieover, the Congres- 
s(U) was split into gioups and the 
murder of their activist Gajendia 
Mohan completely deralised them All 
of which contributed to slowing down 
of the SDF campaign. 

For the JVM it was the most prett- 
gious battle evei fought in Delhi Uni 
verslty. Never before did local BJP 
leaders come out so openly In their 
campaip. Theii only Press conference, 
three clays before the elections was, 
attended by most of their local leader- 
s.Imerestingly, this year a new gioup 
calling Itself the JVMlJP) was also in 
the fray with foimei blue-eyed boy 
Subiamanium Swamy, MP acting as its 
main orpniser. That it failed to get 
one-tenth of the votes seemed l)V the 
JVM candidates is anuihei sroiy 
Currently, the DUSU executive 
elections are scheduled fm 6 Septem¬ 
ber With a large chunk oi college 
presidents eithei independent ui .sup¬ 
ported by the Congress! i), it lemains 
to be seen how the DUSU functions. 
Before the elections, a muidei and 
stabbing took place and observers see 
all this as a sign of what is likely to 
take place in future. Not sui pi isingly, 
talks of indiiect elections'uie gaining 
momentum in many quarters. In that 
case, however, violence would be res¬ 
tricted to the political elements only, 
and the rest of the city would be safe 


A CORRESPONDENT, Delhi 


“Shyam”.) By his own admission he is 
an orphan, a school dropout, an imper¬ 
sonator, Imposter and a forger present¬ 
ly held in the judicial lock up in Goa, 
for the “New Year’s eve triple murder 
case"—J. Rengen, Vasanti Jadhav 
(17). and Regina D'Souza (16)—done 
to death on 31 December 1979 in a 
rowdy Panaji neighbourhood, a floor 
above Goa's PTI pffice. 

The police dossier on Di Purandare 
could not possibly be grimmer—a rape 
on a 16-year-old giil when he was 18, 



Shvjm being brought out oi' toutt 


thiee murders in Coa, a scooter theft 
111 Delhi, a widower twice over (both 
wives dying a Ijttle over a year apart in 
mysterious circumstances). He was 
“negotiating” his third marriage with 
three girls at the same time out of an 
estimated 3U0 who had avidly re¬ 
sponded to his advertisement in the 
matrimonial columns of The Riiidus- 
tun Times,in Delhi. For ten years, 
Shyum had been the medical officer of 
the Delhi Transport Corporatioti 
(DTC) on a fake medical of certifi- 
iate(MBBS from LuLknow).He also has 
a pending case under the Arms Act in 
Delhi. 

Till a few days ago, the Goa police¬ 
men thought they had all they wanted, 
from the triple murder case The Doc- 
tni had made a clean breast of it—he 
had told them that he suspected Sudha 
Devi (his second wife, she died myster¬ 
iously on "i December 1979) of having 
an affair with J. Kenien. So he had 
woids with Renjen, a tew weeks after 
Sudha's death, hammered (literally 
with a heavy hammer) Renjen to 
death, then hammered the girls in 
order to destroy evidence. He had in a 
mad trance, kept on swinging the 
hammer like a wild animal, so reads 
his ‘confession’ to the police. 

Sh^am now has gone back on that 
He narrates to me cooly and calmly in 
eldboidte details “all the circumst¬ 
ances” saying that confessing to the 
police was one way of escaping third 
degree torture. He talks compulsively 
during the two-hour long interview, 
especially authorised for Sunday by 
Cod's Inspector-General of Prisons 
Mrs Sumon Swarup and held in the 
chamber and in the presence of Judge 
M. D. Kamut, the Superintendent ot 
judicial lockups in Coa Shyam, like 
wise, denied guilt in the conimiiial 
proceedings before Judge S. B Naik 
the Police had Imped Shuum would 
“cooperate” and make a conlessional 
statement. 

Broke and jobless, almost unedu 
cated (“Mattie pass”, savs Shyam. 
Standard eight says tall and cough 
inspector Alex Rasquinha. the investi 
gating ofticer). he was shellered by a 
Delhi doctor for whom Shyum did 
some compounding He, however, re¬ 
fused to disclose the doctor’s name In 
two years Shyam bec.inie a “buna 
expert” Then came tukdit duck) 
tuiior-made On a lonelv night tide in a 
DTC bus, he found a canvas hag ,md ^i 
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Dr Purandare's secrets 

A triple murder accused confesses 
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MBBS n'tiitiidif iti It Shvdrn s.nv in ri 
iiwn hdiid .wkI Iu piompilv 
ei.isfd ilu> Diigitul M.imo inseiifd his 
own diid iMstiiiiilv hft.inu' l)i B K. 
Shaim.i I III k rook him to S N Ki-nien 
found him d |ol) as a modual ollitt'i ol 
DK 

lloiK'siv, sofiniiiftlv IS not alwavs 
the* host polity A ifitam Mt lagdisli 
R (hipta, an assistant tdsliiti ol DK, 
allept'div otteied Di 1’ K Shaima a 
hllhe ol Rs 100 to pass somt yaiuli 
datfs loi a DK toll Shatm.i honostly 
tallfti m'tlit' t Bl and (iiipta was 
tiap|)t'd and piosftuU-d (jiiiita howey 
fi told llu politf 111 his eyidtiui that 
Shaima was an impostt i and Ins MBBS 
teililn ato was a laki one liomihen 
on 1)1 Shaima was on tin iini Mayiiifi 
lietMi ic tomiiKiidt'd by S N Ronion, 
Shaim.i liiinid op in (aia and soiiKht 
iht lu'li) ol I Rtniin I he (loa Reiiicn 
inloimid him lliai ('toans woit >;enei 
ally waiy about l’im|,ibi n nnt s So was 
bom Di Ashok Bin andait a name 
whitli Shy am tt Ms me at onei t stab 
lished his links with tht lamoiis 
Kvnaetolottist ind obsttliitian Di 
Biiiandart ot Bombay ) Ren ten had 
his own “thnit so tiiiilintt a lob tin Di 
ShariTid was no (noblim \t the ‘tli 
nit" a tall ftirl Rita laii hei business 
for a selett tlitntt le 

Asha, Sluam s Inst wilt du li on 2'> 
June 1978 ot a stiaii)i,L .iilnitiit a 
“veiy, lesistant sensitiyiiy to ptnitil 
liii” as the dottoi diattnostd ni hind 
sislit III the same yeai on Nnyyin 
bet he mail ted again Ihistimi it was 
SiidhaDtyi Bolite belli m that Shy am 
lu|uidaied Asha to inaki way to- 
Siidha vyiih whom lit' was haying an 
atlaii “Neyei ’, says Shyam Instead 
he gut-, leasons for his maiiiage 
When Asha died he was left with two 
small thil^hen aged two and a half 
yeais and tne ytais 

Dn 1! Dll embei. 1979, the dotloi 
tells me lit went at 'i a m to J 
Reuien’s house He needed money 
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whuh Renien owed him (the Polite 
sioiv IS that Renjen loaned money to 
the dottor and was demanding it 
bdtk ) Nonsense, says the “Di” He 
was fed up end he was on his way out 
of (Joa He had alieadv sent his thil 
dieri lo Asha’s patents He tang the 
hell of I Ren ten’s house and'iio one 
answeied In fact, no one tould, Ren 
ten was dead, so was Vasanti, Regina 
was toniatose 1 eiiiandes, a neighbour 
thallenged the dot tor when the latter 
was mm ing out of the building saving 
he had heatd strange shrieks tiom the 
house only a while ago Feiiiandes 
then began to thieaten him he would 
leport to the polite “Kiuh bhi kdiiw". 
(do anything), said Shyam and keeping 
his tool, he lode off on his stootei By 
the tune the polite biokt* open Rtn 
Jen’s house, Shyam ysas safely away in 
Madhya Piadesh The hunt, howevet, 
had begun 

He prattised in Itaisi, Jabalpur, 
Biiih.ii and Kami But it was But hat 
most ot the time. He had been in and 
out ot seyeral othei MB towns, like 
(Iwalioi, Raipin ett ‘‘//Alt” (piestige) 
being essential in the medital profes 
Sion, partitiilarlv toi an espeit 
g\ naetologist Shyam detided to mai 
ly again, as maiiu'd dottois aie moie 
lespitttd “.So p/iu h; ai/ieif/se /aga 
</m (I adyeitised again 1 He teteiyed 
“ U)0 .ipplitations ’ Isiran Bandey, “M 
A Bh D, khixth ham athi ’. 

(beaiilitul) w.is tmally seletted 

Hag.o ck to bun tht/ tame up’ 
(bill soniellimg weiil wiong) Shv.im 
ii IK im in his 1 iiglish Jliiidiistani 
bli nd Saf/iia ftat/ia a lotal maga/ine 
published in |unt 1980 an aiiiiii on 
“Di Ashok Biiiandait ’ lie iiad by 
now stiilid his idt Hilly as “Dt B K 
Shaima’ with Ins phuiogiapli and 
llu ditails on the miniliis Inspittoi 
liipallii ol Kiiihai was Miliii)’, him and 
till SB had askid linn lo tomt oytn tin 
talks III lilt Kiiihai witlioiii intoim 
ing anyoiu landloid disjiins.n \ com 
poiiiultis patii nts anil SOIyants At a 
It ai 111 king s( ssiiin with Kuan Ban 
tits a liitiiiei ill a lot il lolitge Iu 
naii.ittd Ins ni w /laiiwh.on (dittliiil 
Ills) and sill gait him Rs 7 000 He 
went to D< Ihi and nut Ins biolhei in 
law I m<i ShankJi Sliaiina Bubln I’m 
seiiiliii at till J’aiiala lloiisi t null and 
(point loni 11 m till stilly I (' S Shaima 
1 11 ml', askid tin dm toi to suiieiulei 
liimsiII immedi.iloly tothepolne And 
ihatisliow Iu laiuli d in the Roshanaia 
Ihaiia .indlliiiui i la Fill.it tail itm 
about <1 ueik piiinanently m tiltiis) 
to (.oa 

I 111 doilm says hi luis gmii the 
|)olnt positi\e lints about tiu mui 
del s oxiulpaiing hiinsi It iii iht mam 
and sinfrnig the suspicion to Reilieo s 
son " [ bv jtolitt Mtrn.i bill ii.ihiii’ (the 
polite dll iioi listen I, bewildeied 
Shyam sulks 

Deputy Siipi'i mtendent Atmaiam 
Jog, a weatlni beaten puliteman who 
is siipoi y isiiig the in\ estigation ot Ren 
Jen's nun dll says, “You give him 
(Shyam I tin miiuites and he will eat 
up any one Sinh a smooth talker 

MARIO CABRAL E SA. Goa 


Next Stage? 



Shabdna Azmi in Chalk tiitle 


M ajor rumbles recently quaked 
through the avant gatde world of 
Bombay, when the legendary Indian 
People’s Theatre Association (IPTA) 
suddenly split asunder IPTA hat dim 
ers dissatisfied with the way it was 
selling out on former Marxist gloiy, 
attused It of having betome a stepping 
Slone foi young people into the Hindi 
film industty I-ed by R M Singh, 
veteiaii stage direttoi, this group 
formed its own banner (Awami Rang 
manth), named its own Piesident 
(Kamleshwai) and piomised to show 
the IPTA what tiue Marxist theatie 
was all about 

The IPTA wai has now finally hit 
the stage Awami Rangmanth had ear 
liei annoum ed something like a major 
coup -/la Saihadi, onetime tilmaker 
in Bombay tbootparh and othci films), 
but now native of Pakistan, was flown 
into the city, and asked to stage a 
famous Urdu play he had written 
Shama Hat Kang Me Jain Hai And 
about the same time, the IPTA 
announced then own proiett, Bertolt 
Bieiht’s Caucasian Chalk Ciicle, to be 
directed bv M S Sathyu and to fea 
ture, in a cast ot 50, Shabana Azmi'in 
the I ole of Giusha 

While Zia Sarhadi has been spend 
ing his weeks finalising the cast, the 
Awami Rangmanth in the meanwhile 
annoum ed the tieation of a People’s 
Ptogiessive Cinema Society which 
would sponsoi the making of serious 
films in 1() mm The society featured 
dames like K A Abbas, Salil 
Chaudhuty, Kanti Mehta and Kam 
Icshwar, stating that all serious new 
pioietis would be fiiiaiited bv this 
giuup, and it would also establish a 
parallel circuit to the established one 
monopolised by the commercial film 
makers 

ASHISH RAJADHYAKSHA, 

Bombay 





^Delhi's Seva Kutir: 
A miserable life 

Unwanted children remain unwanted 


S EVA KUTIR, Kingsway Camp, 
Delhi 9 IS a government home foi 
unwanted male children Most ol 
the boys m the Home have eithei 
run away from their families, oi 
have been picked up by the police 
while begging on the stieets If the 
parents can be tiaced, the children 
ate “given ’ back, il the families are 
incapable ot looking after the chil 
dren, the police bring them back to 
Seva Kutir The total number of 
childien is, officially, 300 Several of 
them have run away, bringing the 
figure down to 244 Then ages range 
fiom SIX to 16 years 

How do the polKe assess the age 
of these runaways’ They either 
“guess”, 01 send them for a “medical 
checkup”, where the hospital in 
foi ms them how old the boys should 
he When they reach 16 years of age, 
a list of boys’ names is sent to the 
Seva Kutir administration after 
which they are officially sent to the 
Government after care homes in De 
Ihi I here are two other Government 


Childrens Homes m Delhi—one in 
Naiela and the other in Bawana 
“But you uiideistand”, says an offi 
cial, ‘W'e cannot always make sure 
they go to the aftei care homes 
Some of them run away and the rest 
are taken away by the police ” 
Outside the building, a group of 
boys in khaki shorts, faded blue 
shirts and bare feet are playing 
cricket with a piece of driftwood for 
a bat The tree IS the wicket Young 
trees planted along a stiaggly bor 
der, line the entrance to the Home 
An old Punjabi lady, head covered 
in white dupattd, sums you up with a 
shaip eye Two registers he un 
opened on her desk The office has 
three Godrej steel cupboards, prom 
inently numbered Poui desks, two 
chairs, and a number of political 
maps of India in English and Hindi, 
adorn the small room Dusty grey 
curtains enhance the peeling paint 
and cobwebs above 

Curious children mill around you, 
and move away when you look at 


them They look unwashed, buttons 
falling off their clothes, feet caked 
with dirt You are told that they are 
all healthy children “Only a few of 
them are retarded or delinquent”, 
explains a friendly official “How do 
you treat them when they get vio 
lent’” “We never use force, we 
never hit them”, is the reply And* 
out of the corner of your eye, you see 
a staff membei twisting a boy’s ear 
Six boys ran away together recently 
“Why’” I ask “A lot of them run 
away ” Are they given any money’ 
“No But sometimes they get tips for 
taking messages to the other build¬ 
ings”, smiles the official 

I here aie no literate children 
They are given the option of literacy 
01 vocational training Most childen 
opt foi the latter The painted board 
outside the office lists the vocational 
classes welding, tailoring, cane- 
woik, barber, electrician, home 
science, musie The children are 
allowed to choose their classes If 
they do not like them, they can 
always change over to another class 
The welding class has three stu¬ 
dents Ihere is no sign of any weld¬ 
ing equipment A table fitted with 
four vices has an assortment of files 
neatly laid down on one side Two 
sullen students file away at a small 
piece of non that has already been 
cvelded three times Two staff mom- 


RANBAXY'S 

fiElilllB ©IMIS 

A few facts you should know. 


Why iK)f raw Garlic? 

Raw garlic 
cloves have 
to be chew 
ed before the 
extract acts 
inside the 
when chewed 
an unpleasant 
smell When swallowed they 
are difficult to digest And the 
extraction is incomplete 



Why not 
cooked 
Garlic? 


On cooking, the effective 
medicinal properties 
of garlic are lost 



Garlic has been well 
known from earliest 
times for its medicinal 
properties Medical 
authorities have 
accepted the value of 
igarlic in correcting 
various health problems 
Garlic can be taken raw 
or cooked or in capsule 
form But to derive the 
maximum medicinal 
benefits from garlic, it 
should be taken in the 
most effective way 


Why RANBAXY'S (SiMB ? 

Panbaxy Laboratories, a trusted name with the medical 
profession, now gives you all the benefits of raw garlic 
—without the smell Ranbaxy's Garlic Pearls contain 
the pure extract of raw garlic in easy-to digest 
soft gelatin capsules—the most effective way 
of deriving the medicinal properties of garlic 

RANBAXY-S 

Help relieve gas and indigestion 
ease heartburn. 

Reduce high cholesterol levels. 

Help ease disabling joint pains 
«.> Prevent and control recurring 
coughs end colds. 

Take Ranbaxy's Rathe Pearts—everyday 
It's a healthy habit 


The natural way to all-round health. 




bers, male ami female, su thattinR 
with each oihet, oblivious ot out 
presence There is stipposed to be a 
third The teas bets do iioi know 
where he is The tanewoi k i l.iss has 
48 Students Kifilit boys sii on the 
flooi, some tbewinH lan^uidlv on a 
piece ot sutiotmded by lane 

chairs piled ovei one another into a 
space not lainei than 2011 by l!>tt 
Wc pass by anothti i lass the dooi is 
locked 

(n the lanteen, it is one o’clock 
You step giiigeilv ovei the stieaiti ot 
slime that h>ads you thiough a dooi 
into an empty loorn with a sink lull 
of cobwebs No lightbulbs, no laps 
This leads to the kitchen, through 
which a bass voice is cursing, 
threatening A large man appeals, 
stick in hand, ted in the face. Two 
eight yeai-olds run towards the flour 
to make chapatis Two older men 
stand watching This is the home- 
science class. 

Officially the inmates are fed 
three meals a day, with tea in the 
afternoon. Breakfast at 7..10 am con¬ 
sists of pulls' and 2!>() ml of milk 
Lunch is at 12..10 pm and is four 
chapatis, vegetables and dal Tea is 
at 5.30 pm. The last meal is dinner at 
7 pm and is made up of foui c/iapa- 
fis, vegetables and dal At 1 pm 1 
noticed them eating onlv div ch.i 
pat is. 

Officially, the boys are allotted 
three shirts, two shorts, a vest and 
an underwear, annually, “But you 
underst^d," explains an official, 
“the babus take away some clothes 
foi themselves’’ None of the 100 odd 
boys I saw had any vest or under¬ 
wear on. Their shorts had no buttons 


and their shirts were tattered and 
filthy “They wash their own 
clothes,” says one of the officials 
The bathrooms are a sight You can 
get the stink 100 yards down the 
coriidor The water supply is irregu¬ 
lar There is dirt all over the floor 
Here the children “wash” their 
clothes, with a bar of soft soap 

The clothes aie dried under the 
fans in dormitories Each dormitory 
has an average of 20 mattresses, set 
three feet apart, covered with dirty 
bedcovers Children he half on the 
floor, halt on the bed, looking at 
pictures 111 newpapers or comics. 
Some plav with rubber bands, others 
sleep A naked boy sits in the far 
corner, bones sticking out of his 
body, gazing vacuously into space. 
Others gape or laugh at him. He is a 
retarded child At the other end of 
the dormitory, in a small loft, sits 
another boy, throwing pots and pans 
down on the floor. Chapatis are 
being thrown at someone behind 
you. There is no supervisor to be 
seen. All along the corridor outside 
the dormitories, children sleep at 
odd angles on the filthy floor, flies 
buzzing around 

There is no full time matron to 
take care of the boys A caretaker 
sits in a room, surrounded bu young 
boys who talk, sleep or lie arounci 
The caretakers woik in three shifts; 
officially, there are 18 of them “But 
onlv about eight of them work here”, 
says oiii guide “ The lest have been 
sent to other offices” When the 
children fall ill, they ate sent to the 
hospital nearby The hospital has 
approximately ,50 beds At both ends 
of the hospital conidoi, ate the 


toilets—one of them padlocked, the 
other too dirty to be used by pa¬ 
tients The bedsheets are cleaner 
than one would expect them to be 
The bedside tables are empty, 
stained with dirt Food lies on the 
floor The doclor-in-chaige is out to 
lunch, and so aie’ hei holpeis 

Beside the hosital is the’ beggars’ 
home, called the Pool House A 
half naked beggai slides behind a 
tree, watching us appioach Atpithei 
calls two of his friends, who advance 
towaids us threateningly They are 
dressed in clean clothes and are 
barefoot One tries to gtab a hand¬ 
bag—he IS told oft shaiply by our 
escort, and slinks away. A man 
stands behind a bush, desperately 
smoking a bidi Beside the Poo) 
House IS the vocational training cen¬ 
tre for the beggars. Two watenman 
refuse us enti v, even though we are 
escorted by an official The board 
outside says; tailoiing, bakery, clay 
modelling, sculpture, dhobi, 
•weaving. 

The Superintendent is out. He 
has not been seen foi seveial days. 
We ask fur some written information 
on the home, and receive the curt 
reply, “The only written matter we 
have, is on the Ixiard outside ” The 
board tells us the time-table of the 
inmates. An officer takes us aside 
and whispers' “Don’t asj< these peo¬ 
ple lor anything. They ue bad pen¬ 
ile They will talk a lot. but won’t 
lelp vou at all Fv cii it you go to the 
main office, they will not give you 
anv inform,ilion” 


KUMKUM JAIN, Delhi 



The helicopter with the crate 


Sea the trick? 

I NDIAN magician P C Sorcai 
Junior, has done it once again 
Although this was his thirteenth 
attempt in escaping from a ciate 
under the sea he was not unlucky It 
happened in Port Dickson, Singa¬ 
pore on 27 July, 1980, Prodip Sor- 
car, who holds a Master’s Degree ia 
Psychology was first sealed in a 
bag The bag was then lowered into 
a crate which was locked, strapped 
with iron hoops and nailed by the 
police authorities. The crate was 
then picked up by a helicopter and 
dropped into the sea from a height 
of 100 feet and it disappeared into 
the waters Within 45 seconds -the 
magician appeared According to 
him "The undercurrent of the sea 
carried the crate quite ,far away 
from the actual spot where I was 
supposed to come up. As I bobbed 
up, I found no rescue boat around 
me I was so exhausted fighting 
against the current that swimming 
back to the boat became almost 
impossible Luckily a fishing boat 



P.C Sorcar rnjnes out oiuhe spa 


spotted me and threw me a piece of 
wood. Finally 1 was spotted by one 
of the rescuers who threw me a 
rubber tube. I had no strength to 
climb into the boat so the rescuers 
had to drag me to the shore. That 
was wBter-.skiing .Sorcar style!” 
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A deadly business 

Work continues in unsafe mines 


O N 17 August around 11 a.m foiii 
men—Hansa, Prabhati, Kanni and 
Sunu wet'e buried alive at the Bhati 
Bajri Badarpur mines, in Delhi when 
an overHanging rock shelf collapsed 
and covereathe victims, 15 feet undei 
debris in one of the mining pits The 
incident was not the first of its kind. 
Over the last decade ovei 10 people 
have been killed in similar incidents. 

Work began in the Bhati mines 
about 25 years ago. At that timciiuuit 
zite sand and stone chips that are used 
fur construction were mined and the 
, mines were mainly worked by Mes.si s 
Kiran Pal and Company, u private 
company. However us work went on, 
the number of accidents Increased. In 
1970 the Director (lenerul of Mine 
Safety (DGMS) declared the mines 
were unsafe and is.sued prohibitory 
orders on mining. But mining com 
tinued in violation of the orders. I'ituil 
ly, the OGMS took up the mutter with 
the Delhi administration, through the 
Central Labour Ministry. In November 
1975 the mines were handed ovei to 
the Delhi State Industrial Develop¬ 
ment Corporation (DSIDC), a public 
sector undertaking under the Delhi 
administration. An order was issued 
by the DGMS directing the DSIDC not 
to employ people for mining in the 
area (one km by three kms) till the 
mines were made safe and till the 
DGMS withdrew the prohibitory 
orders 

But mining continued unabated. 
New pits came up in what came to be 
known as the New Bhati area But 
these were no more safe than the 
mines in the old area. In 1978 the 
DGMS issued another prohibitory 
order banning mining in the New Bhati 
area. But to no avail. The mines con¬ 
tinued to be given on contract to new 
and old contractors. Trucks were piled 
with minerals which were sold directly 
to purchasers. And for every truck that 
left the mining area, the DSIDC got its 
fair share of levy. Not surprisingly, the 
DSIDC took no initiative in trying to 
change the system of working in the 
mines. In fact, apart from the inadequ¬ 
ate number of supervisory staff, chil¬ 
dren were also employed in these 
unsafe quarries and accidents involv¬ 
ing them were not uncommon. 0. P 
Vohra, manager of the Bhati mines 
resigned three months after his 
appointment. He felt he could not stop 
the contractors from working in the 
mines where the basic safety ameni¬ 
ties, like helmets and footwear were 
often lacking. 

“The DSIDC has knowingly con¬ 
travened the orders prohibiting min¬ 
ing in the area. One reason for this is 
the fact that for the DSIDC this meant 
money without having to do any work, 
and they made a fair amount of money 
from the Bhati mines. If the DSIDC 
really wanted the safety of the work¬ 



Chameli whose husband and son died 


ers they would have made sine that 
work was stopped or at least made 
unprofitable for the contractors”, said 
an officer of the DGMS. Yet another 
officer of the Labour Ministry said' 
“The DSIDC cannot pass on the blame 
to the contractors or anyone else 
Under the Mines Act, in case of an 
accident the DSIDC should take the 
blame. It is their responsibility, even 
though contractors were working the 
mines. Besides, one should see to it 
that the families of the workers are 
paid the compensation (in case of 
death) according to the law”. 

But, Navin Knanna, the officiating 
manager of the Bhati Bajri Badarpur 
mines says: “What can we do? We do 
not have any force to remove the 
contractors from the mines. We have 
filed several FIKs against the contrac¬ 
tors, but the police have not taken any 
action. I have just got a seat without 
any powers. We go to inspect the 
mines and find that mining is carried 
on under dangerous conoTitions. We 
tell the contractors to stop work but 
they do not listen. We cannot throw 
them out physically So we complain to 
the police.” 

Some questions, however, remain 
unanswered. Why are the contractors 


allowed to work even after the mines 
were declared unsafe? Why' were per¬ 
mits issued to the contractors even 
after the DSIDC took over the mines? 
Why are trucks carrying material 
allowed to leave the premises of the 
mines when mining is prohibited? 
^ Does not the fact that the DSIDC 

t levies a duty on all trucks leaving the 
premises imply that it has consented 
M to illegal mining and is profiting from 
g it? “We cannot stop the trucks from 
leaving the premises. Some of our 
security personnel .at the checkposi 
say that the trucks would run them 
over if they tried to stop them. Actual- 
Iv the system is defective The DSIDC 
should take over the selling opera¬ 
tions”, said Khanna. 

Meanwhile the miners continue to 
suffer. “The mine.s are so unsafe that 
when vhi go in we do not even know if 
we wili come out of it alive”, says a 
worker. Shri Ram, another worker In 
the Bhati mines says; “There is no 
water, electricity nr kerosene here". 
Chameli, whose husband and son died 
in the 17 August accident wept, “My 
husband and my two sons and [used to 
work in the mines, Together we col¬ 
lected Rs .35 to Rs 40 a day. What do 
we do now? After the accident, no 
mining is taking place in the mine we 
were working in. We are not getting 
any wages. We knew that the mines 
were not very safe, but we have to 
earn a living, so we work and get what 
we are paitr’ Incidentally, the DSIDC 
has been levying a sum of Re one per 
truck for the welfare of the workers. It 
was also gi anted a project loan of Rs 
80 lakhs in 1976 for scientific and safe 
mining. But as the workers say, “No¬ 
thing has been done to better our lot” 

SAUMITRA BANERJEE, Delhi 


Help 

A fter the recent violent 
turbances in the North<EiH^ 
state of Tripura fSaodey 15 ^tshe 
1980) the people of the HpeiU ftate 
need help. For hundreda ef Uthd* 
cent people were bruttdlp ItBIed 
and lakhs of men, women and chil¬ 
dren had to leave their home$. A* a 
result more that four lakh men, 
women and children sought refuge 
In temporary refugee camps. They 
need food, clothing medicine and 
financial tielp. A Tripurii RelM 
Committee under the presidentship 
of Mrs Aruna Asaf Ali has bean 
formed recently. Prominent leaders 
from different political Partial 
along with some well-known i 
citizens have also joined the com¬ 
mittee. This is not a political orga¬ 
nisation and it ^has been formed to 
remove the distressed sufferers of 
Tnpura. All donations may be sent 
to the Tripura Relief Committee, 
C/0 Dr A. V. Bahga Foundation, 
Link House, Bahadur Shah Zafar 
Marg. New Delhi 110002. 
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Disaster may strike you anytime. 
Are you prepared to face it? 






Trusted 

employees may 
turn traitors.. 
and swindle you I 



Crippling 
accidents may 
hospitalize you. 


Grabbing hands 
may steal your 
property. 


Your elegant 
house may turn 
into a charred 
junk heap. 


Carrying cash is 
always a headache. 
It may become 
a nightmare. 


In every case you lose Yot w th the r ght 
msui inre pol vy the los'^ ctn be m n m sed 
At N(-W INDIA we t policy combine 
1 one that cover save ai riska Why don i you 
call our expert tod'ty? He II plan the perfect 
policy park ige for you 
NEW INDIA offers more than protect on 
It offers you prompt expert service with 
smiles all around 



Contact our naarcet Branch or Oiviaional Offica today 

THE NEW INDIA 

ASSURANCE COMPANY LIMITED 

(A Subsid aty of the Centrel Iniuiance Corporation of India) 

87 Mahatma Gandhi Road Bombay 400023 

Your protoction is our concern _ 


t'ltAT BMA NA 7) 10 8 



UIKA BF-l/SO 


Add life to your teeth 

Binaca Fluoride gives you protection against 
painful cavities and tooth decay It contains 
sodium monofluorophosphate the most 
effective fluoride compound which 
combines with enamel to strengthen teeth 
Its effect prevents the growth of decay 
causing germs 

Make sura to start young with Binaca Fluoride 
The longer you use it, the longer your 
teeth will 'live' 



Brush in extra toughnass 
Arrest tooth decay with 

Binaca 

Fkiori^ 

India's first and foramost fluorida toothpaste 


40 





K' 

^Handicapped 

Can work, but denied a chance 


r 


/T* ' 


T he tragedy occurred at Mana rail¬ 
way station. Kfadhav Mandal, a 
22-year-Jold commerce graduate, 
accidentwy fell from a running tram 
and lost ns right hand and (our hngers 
of his iBt hand But Madhav was 
undeterejpd by the calamity and con¬ 
tinued h^ efforts to rehabilitate him¬ 
self He taught himself to hold the pen 
between tiis left stump and right hand 
and today he can write with consider¬ 
able spee^ and clarity 

The Employment Exchange'lecom- 
mended him for a job with the State 
Bank of India Madhav successfully 
appeared'in the oral as well as the 
written examination conducted by the 
bank tor the post of clerk-cum-cashier 
and was Selected from among 1,S00 
candidates^ under the “handicapped” 
quota Then came the medical ex 
aminatioii. The Civil Suigeon, Raipui, 
declared Madhav medically unfit On 
Madhav’s appeal the Medical Board 
opined that Madhav was fit for a 
clerical job but not for the w6rk of a 
cashier If the State Bank specified 
that Madhav needed a fitness ctitifi 
cate for the job of a clerk, one could be 
issued immediately 

Complications set in at this junc¬ 
ture The State Bank felt that the 
Medical Boanl was trying to dutate 
terms and conditions The )ob ot the 
"* Board, they felt, was confined to the 
medical examination of Madhav alone 
and not to the question whether the 
applicant be given the post of a 
cashier or a clerk Consequently, the 
Bank refused to make any specifica¬ 
tions about the kind of woik Madhav 
would have to do The Board, on the 
other hand, refused to issue a certifi¬ 
cate until the Bank makes itself cleai 
on fhe issue. The appointment letter is 
yet to be sent to Madhav Meanwhile, 


Locked up for weeks, starving 

HMujhe kisi prdk,ir raljs/ia keepye 
Nahin to, main hhouk s'ev mat jawtn 
ga "(please sate me Otherwise 1 shall 
die of hunger ) The wolds rang out 
from an upper flooi window of the 
house ot S Satyanaiayan Das IAS, 
deputy secretary in the Housing de¬ 
partment of the govei nmeiu ot Kerala 
Who was the captive and why was he 
there’ The Voice belonged to I.S-veai- 
old Harihar Mahanth, fhe Onva ser¬ 
vant working in Mr Das’s Women’s 
College Lane residence in Thycaud, 
Trivandrum; On H July, Mr l>as had 
left for Kaiargode in north Kerala 
where his vdfe was to have hei baby 
He went or% after he had locked up 
Harinath with “15 kg of rice, some 


"S' 



Madhav is meeting public leaders and 
high officials presenting his case and 
is getting little more than lip-seivice 
from them 

M. V. KHER, Raipur 


wheat and foui oi tivc poiaioes" in a 
room in the attic The ineagie lation 
was consumed in no time and iiaii was 
"for< od to stai vf till 7 August when Das 
returned 

Neighlmuis and passeisby, who 
had no previous knowledge of Han’s 
plight were shocked to see him call out 
desperately tor food fiom the baried 
window But there was little they could 
do Most of them teaied that the IAS 
officer might lodge a complaint, on his 
return, that would incriminate them 
and thus refrained from eithei giving 
the poor boy food, or trying to rescue 
him The local police was equally pas¬ 
sive They did not want to “take the 
risk ” Besides, technically, they could 


not act, for the boy had not lodged a 
written complaint 

Finally, the local Press stepped in 
MaiayalaManorama, a daily newspap 
er scoopjb the rare story of human 
unkindnMs and circulated it through¬ 
out the spite. Meanwhile the agitated 
neighbours took their complaints to 
the Chief Secretary and higher police 
authuritities News reached Das and 
he returned to Trivandrum The poor 
hoy was released before the eyes of an 
angry crowd that had gathered in front 
of the house After a nervous namaste, 
Han rushed to the police van that was 
waiting outside to escape further bru¬ 
tality at the hands of his master 
Han, the eldest son of his parents 
was brought to Trivandrum by Das two 
years ago to work as his servant But 
his existence was a miserable one 
Apart from meagre rations, nonexis¬ 
tent wages and frequent beatings, he 
was also locked up on several occa¬ 
sions—specially when he wanted to go 
home Today he is a free man, no more 
a slave of his master, thanks to the 
local Press But one question still re¬ 
mains III a country where cruelty even 
to animals is punishable by law, can 
such inhuman treatment to a fellow 
human go unpunished’ Or has the fact 
that the offender is an IAS officer put 
the upholders of law in a dilemma 
about the nature of punishment to be 
doled out’ 

G S. KARTHA, Trivandrum 


Tall talker 

S OMEONE in Delhi is intending 
to break the world record for 
talking non-stop K. K. Toofan, 
chairman of the Conwess for Demo¬ 
cracy (Secular), has decided that he 
will talk continuouslv for 101 hous. 
The present record for talkingnon- 
stop IS 80 And what will Toofan (the 
meaning of the name being hurri¬ 
cane) talk on ? He says he will talk 
about Pandit Nehru and Mrsa In¬ 
dira Gandhi. In case he runs short 
of matter, he will talk about the 
late Sanjay Gandhi. Toofan prop¬ 
oses to start his marathon speech 
on 10 September at 5 p.m- He has 
yet tq fix the venue but feels that 
the best place would be either Con¬ 
naught trace or the lawns of Delhi’s 
Boat Club His ambitions plan is to 
go on speaking for four nays, four 
nights and five hours—all through 
without food or drink It may be 
recalled that Toofan came into the 
limelight once during the Janata 
rule by going on a fast against 
prohibition. He had finally broken 
ins fast not with the traditional 
glass of orange juice but with a sip 
of whisky It is a pity that Toofan 
will not sip from the cup that cheers 
while he jabbers this time. Other¬ 
wise his speech would have been 
more fun 


SAUMITRA BANERJEE, Delhi 



An IAS officer's slave 









Bombay- Bhagat Brothers,Opera House.Chunilal Mulchond.Opp.Regal.Uncle's Shop, Link|ng Road. 

Mill's Retail ShaprDr. AmbedKpr>Raad. 

Tka StriMkh 



Rumour capital of the world? 


E know how rumours 
can affect the common 
people, for example 
duiing war or periods 
of communal tension 
But to get an idea of how the people 
at the top can be affected by them, 
one should come to the Indian 
capital right now The ruling elite i$ 
obviously more vulnerable to them 
than anyone else 

Delhi has always been a fertile 
playground for rumours Some peo 
pie say rumour was really king 
during the last Moghul days, 
however, even during the British 
Id] rumour mongers did not have to 
starve They did brisk business dur 
ing Nehru’s last days, Shastii’s 
brief period of Prime Ministership 
and Mrs Gandhi’s first spell in pow 
er The Janata taj could not change 
the character of Delhi, and even 
“straight talker” Morarji Desai 
could not squash a fraction of the 
rumours that used to float about 
But now, I am afraid, the jutput of 
this rumour industry has reached 
an all time high Though it has not 
affected public morale to any con 
siderable extent yet, it has certain¬ 
ly managed to depiess a large part 
of the ruling elite To shake the 
confidence of a senior Ministei oi a 
departmental secretary today, a 
lumour of this kind is more than 
enough ‘Madam is not happy with 
him’ or 'so and so (his arch iival) 
was seen pleading with R K Dha 
wan OI Dhirendra Brahmachari de 
sperately’ Within 24 hours of theit 
birth, rumours reach all the impor 
tant places in the capital—Central 
Hall of Parliament, different de 
partmental and state bhavans, the 
Indian and Fastern Newspapers 
Society building on Rati Marg 
which houses Delhi offices of non 
Delhi newspapeis and magannes, 
and all the big newspaper offices 
And, within 48 hours the target can 
be seen sweating even in his cool 
airconditioned office 

The last time I was in Delhi (late 
August) I found a Urge number of 
Ministers and senior officers com¬ 
pletely shaken Everyone was 
asking the same questions Would 
he be dropped^ Would he be 
shifted to some other unimportant 
department^ When would the 
Caoinet be reshuffled? Such fears 
tormented them 1 was told that 
even after Parliament had ad¬ 
journed, most of the Ministers did 
not dare leave Delhi as they were 
apprehending a major Cabinet 
resnuffle towards the end of Au¬ 
gust. 1 found a senior Minister de¬ 
sperately fighting the rumour that, . 




By BARUN SENGUPTA 


as the first step towards taking 
away the entire depaitment from 
him, the Prime Minister had in 
structed him to transfer the charge 
of an important depaitment of his 
Ministry to his Minister ot State 
Delhi was agog with all types of 
stories about him how he was snub 
bed by the Prime Ministei, how she 
told others that the particulai 
i Minister was worthless, how she 
! had asked otheis to look after his 
job, and, even, how he would soon 
be shifted to a very minor berth 
Another senior Minister’s spe 
cial assistant was seen explaining 
to “important people” that in spite 
of all the rumouis his boss would 
continue in the same department 
because “only the other Day the 
PM has cleared his foieign tour ' A 
junior Ministei was pestering an 
industrialist triend of his to ensure 
that he was not tiansleried from h's 
impottant department, as was 
being lumoured 

Now, why are all these rumours 
circulating^ Whv have they shaken 
even the top people’ Why do even 
men who are at the helm of affairs 
feel so insecure’ Pirst the style ot 
functioning of the piesent govern 
ment is giving use to such lumours 
Even aftei seven months the 
Cabinet has not been i omplettd So 
long as ad hocism continues in 
Ministry making and in the post 
mgs of senioi onicets, tumours and 
rumour mongei s will continue to 
thrive and men in position will 
continue to feel shaky 

Second, politics has become a 
conspiratorial affair It would be 
very wrong to hold only Mrs Gandhi 
responsible for this That the non- 
Congress(I) leaders and even the 
Communists are also active patrons 
of conspiratorial politics was made- 
abundantly clear in the 1977-79 
period. So long as conspiratorial 
politics continues to hold sway, no 
one can stop rumours 

Third, middlemen are more ac 
tive than ever now The more we go 
for spot purchase of commodities in 
the international market, the more 
we opt for import of heavy machin¬ 


ery and arms, the more active these 
1 operators become Money is there 
to be picked up Both foreign and 
indigenous middlemen aie veiy ac 
tive in Delhi today The amount oi 
commission involved in some of 
these deals is massive, sometimes 
lunniiig into crores of rupees If a 
middleman earns Rs's crores on a 
deal then the sanctioning author 
ities can very easily get Rs 10 
croies And mind you, this is quick 
money viitually without any in 
vestment When different parties 
bid foi a job or contract, and when 
a large number ot operators arc in 
the field, conspiracy, intrigue and 
rumour aie bound to take ovei 
completely Operators tlo^t 
rumours to outwit their opponents 
Fouith, most ot us are rumour 
mongei s by nature—politicians, 
officials, journalists, all of us With 
out caring to \erily anything, we 
pass on a lumour to the next avail¬ 
able ear Rumours, specially the 
harmful ones, travel in this country 
even faster than supersonic jets To 
give an example, ttie other day as 
soon as I entered the lENS building 
in Delhi a fellow journalist in 
formed me that according to some 
sources a young Congress(I) MP’s 
house had been searched by the 
CBI recently I wanted to know who 
his source was He gave me the 
name of a senior special lepre 
sentdtive of a daily When I met 
that special repiescntative I asked 
him for his source He did not name 
anyone, but asserted that the 
souice was not unreliable On the 
same dav two other persons—a spe 
cial lepresentative of a major pap 
er in Delhi and a stockbioker nom 
Bombay—asked me the same ques 
non Have you heard that so and 
so’s house was raided by the CBP 
Both of them said their sources 
were reliable, but no one named 
any source By this time I almost 
started believing the story But 
luckily for me I met an old fiiend, a 
senior CBI official He told me he 
would let me know the truth The 
next day he informed me that it was 
a completely baseless story, which 
IS supposed to have been first circu 
lated by a big tycoon who was once 
“very friendly” with this young 
leader—Jill Sanjay’s death 

How to combat this’ 1 do not 
know But this much I know, that if 
a country’s capital becomes a haven 
for rumours, if the Ministers and 
top offficials become shaky there 
cannot be any stable and effective 
government in that countiy howev 
er powerful its Prime Minister may 
be 
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Dentists say 

Regular brushing of teeth and 
massaging of gums check gum 
troubles and tooth decay. 

Use Forhan’s 

Double Action Toothbrush 

Specially designed to massage your gums 
while brushing your teeth 
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Learn the Forhan s way ol 
brushing toeih and massaging 
gums Write for a FREE colourful 
booklet on Caro of your Gums 
and Teeth with 25 P stamps for 
postage to Forhan s Dental 
Advisory Bureau DepI No B22 21D 
Post Bag 11463 Bombay 400 020 
Mention language 

Toothbrushes 

for the whole family 
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Just a little Ranipal m the final rinse—and what 
brilliant whiteness' Ranipal whiteness I It shows 
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synthetics and blends 
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No refuge here?, 


VERY demotratic and 
civilised state ought to 
give asylum to a victim 
of political persecution 
by a dictatorship I his 
IS a good test of the sincerity of its 
own commitment to demociatic 
values The recent travails of the 
Somalian student, Hussein Moham 
med Isse, and the fate of some 
Iranian students in the past show 
how precarious is the state of the 
well recognised right of political 
asylum in the Indian legal system 
Isse had ciiticised his own govern 
ment just as the Iranian students 
had attacked the Shah But the 
goveinment ot India was so eagei to 
placate these regimes that it 
thieatened to deport the students 
to then respective countries 
Article 14 of the Universal Dec 
latation of Human Rights says, 
vetyone has the right to seek and 
to enjoy in other countries asylum 
horn persecution ” It goes on to add 
the following exception ii precise 
terms “This right may not be in 
vokcJ in the case of prosecutions 
genuinely arising from non 
political crimes oi fiom acts con 
trai y to the put poses and pi inciples 
ot the United Nations " 

Asylum, howeier, is ot two 
kinds—teiiitorial and diplomatic 
I he former is univei sally accepted 
but there is no agreement in the 
international community on di 
plomatic asylum, that is, the right 
of a state to gwe asylum in its 
diplomatic mission to a politically 
pel secured citizen of the state in 
which the mission IS situated Theie 
IS virtual unanimity, though, on the 
right of a state to give asylum on its 
own territory 

Forgetting the asylum which the 
Indian mission in Kathmandu once 
gave to King Tribhuvan of Nepal, 
the goveinment of India refused to 
lecognise the right of diplomatic 
asylum a little over a decade ago 
On New Year’s Day 1968, the Minis 
try of External Affairs circulated a 
note to all the diplomatic missions 
in New Delhi which stated quite 
categorically that India “dues not 
recognise the right of such missions 
(those in India) to give asylum to 
any person oi persons within then 
premises” The note declaied that 
“the aftording of asylum is not 
within the purposes of diplomatic 
assignment” The note peremptoii 
ly laid down that it missions m 
India received requests tor asylum 
“such requests should not be 
granted” 

Unfuitunately, international law 
on the point is in an uncertain state 



CivU 

Liberties 



The World Couit has fi owned on 
diplomatic asylum but has luled 
that theie is no obligation on a 
mission to suriender the fugitive, 
eithei It IS a matter to be resolved 
by agieemeni between the two 
states, the host and the guest lepre 
sented ihiough its diplomatic mis 
Sion 

In regald to teiiituiial asvlum, 
there is a statute the I-xtradition 
Act, 19()2, which was fust invoked 
by the Soviet I nion in the fami us 
case of the Russian sailoi Taiasov 
who was arrested in Calcutta on 28 
Novembei 19(>2 on a chaige of 
theft He alleged that the thaige 
was false and was made oniv to 
secure his extiadition to the Soviet 
Union against his will 

The act envisages extiadition in 
thiee distinct situations One is on 
the basis of a treaty of extiadition 
such as the ones India has con 
eluded with Nepal and the USA 
Secondly, it can be invoked hv a 
non treats state piovidtd that the 
goveinment ot India has tiv •. noti 
ticdtion OI deled that the act tChaj) 
tei III) will appiv to It 1 astiv a 
Commonwealth counin with which 

Th^ recent travails ef the 
Somalian student, 
Hussem Mohammed 
Isse. and the fate of 
some Iranian students in 
the past show how 
precarious is the stpte of 
the well recognised ri§^t 
: of political asylum hi 
theinrhan legal system. 


India has concluded extisidition 
airangements may seek extradi 
tion Except in legard^to the last 
categoi V, pi oof ot the existence of a 
prima facie case, is qecessarv 

Section 11(a) of the act contains 
this oveiriding exception “A fugi 
tive criminal shall not be surien 
cleied oi leturned to a foreign State 
OI Commonwealth country—(a) if 
the offence in respect of which hisi 
suilender is sought is ot a political 
chaiactei oi if he proves to the 
satisfaction of the Magistrate or 
Couit before whom he may be pro 
duced or of the Central Govern 
ment that the lequisition or war 
I ant fot his suriender has, in fact, 
been made with a view to try or 
punish him foi an offence of a 
political character " 

Tarasov’s case provides a good 
illustiation of how the act works 
He was ariested on a charge of 
thelt at the instance of the Russian 
authoiities India had no treaty of 
extiadition with the Soviet Union 
So, talks began between repre 
sentatives of India and the Soviet 
Union On S January 1963 a noti 
hcation undei the act was made 
c^xtending it to the USSR Two dajjs 
latei, the USSR made a foimat 
lequest toi Tarasov’s extiadition 
larasov was tiled befoie Mr N L 
Kakkai fust class magistrate, New 
Delhi and acquitted on 29 March 
1%1 

Ihtie IS always a heavy burden 
ot pi oof on I he I ugiti ve It is for him 
to piove that his extiadition is 
being sought tor an ulterior pur 
pose- a political purpose The state 
seeking extiadition is lequired to 
make out only a prima facie case of 
a coninnssion of an offence 

Iheie IS, however, an important 
icquiiement which helps the fugi 
live Section 31(c) of the act lays 
down that he shall not be surien 
deied ' unless pievision is made by 
the law of the foreign State or 
Commonwealth country or in the 
extiadition treaty with the foreign 
State OI extradition arrangement 
with the Commonwealth country, 
that the fugitive criminal shall nut, 
until he has been lestored or has 
had an opportunity of returning to 
India, be detained or tiled in that 
State OI country for any offence 
committed piior to his sui render or 
I etui n, other than the extradition 
offence proved by the facts on 
which his surrender or return is 
based ” Tarasov secured his free 
dom because there was no proof of 
such protection in Soviet law It is 
unlikely that laws of other totalita- 
nan countries are different 
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PERSONAUTY 


JYOTIRMOY BOSU 


Super sleuth 
of Indian politics 

TARUN GANGULY meets a very different kind of MP 


I N tiu mill 1 lilies vsliLit 
had imt \et le 
plait d Calcutta as the 
conimt-Kial hull ol the 

u-_ liiuiniiy, toui vuuiiK mt'ii 

used to woi k tot a Bt itisli lit m on C li\ e 
Street in the ceiitie ol C.ilc utta’s busi 
ness distiKi One ol the loin vsas a 
builv voung Btnttali, wlio had spent 
the lotmative p.nt of his vouth in 
England where, ihanks to the Indian 
Mailis, he had conn into contait with 
the Biitish ( oinniunist leadt r. Mi Hat 
rv Politl 1 he young Bengali, who was 
then a tea tastei in a fiim ol tea 


piodiicti'. .ind ispoiteis had some 
moial ipialnis' He was not happs with 
lilt was t spoil iiiioites wete osei or 
undcivaluid So oiu das sshile Ins 
Bi itish It lend. SVC le asvas lot lunth he 
look oiii soiiu liles tiom an almiiah in 
till ollut and had them photogtaphed 
in a sh.ihhv studio oil Clise Stieet with 
a bos i amt I a I hat dav, Fsotiimos 
Bosu, till snptt sleuth in Indian poll 
tits was 1)0111 

The photogiaphs taken In the box 
tameia tiiaitd i|iiite a sensation in 
Pailianuni \li Bhupesh Oiipta ol tlu 
undisidi d C IM ,ind Pandit Hiidasnalh 


Kiin/iii (C’ongiess) tieaied a stoini in 
the House, and tht Indian piiblit tanu 
to knots lot the In si tune how they 
sseu still being Hetlid bv the Biilish, 
though the toinitiv had bitoriii tite 
Ml Bosu has tome a long svas suite 
till n His veiv tiaine iioss stiiki s ftiioi 
111 the heaits ol the piiblit seitoi 
inogliiils Ihe luling Paits Mmistiisoi 
Mi’s tiv despeiatils not to gst on the 
wlong side ol *him Ihe lautous solu 
bit unpii tenuous C Pit Mi NIP ssoiks 
louild till clotk to expose ansont hi 
toiisidtis a wiongdoei All this has in 
tail olttii gotten him into lioubit' 
1 stii with the bosses ol Ins own Paitv 
not lo talk ol the i uling Pai is But iht n 
Ml Bosu does not set ni to taie stis 
imiihtoi the st nsibilitii s ol tiihti Ins 
OSS n 1 omi ades in ai ms oi otlit i s Somi 
tall hull an iinasoiilable lunsanii, still 
otheis hull at Ins possible toniuitions 
with loiiigii agencies’ but a ni.iioi 
Its ol Ins loiiniismen kiioss tIu MP 
tioin IJiamond Haiboui (West Bengal) 
as till man who kti|)s the gosiiiiiiu nr 
111 Delhi alssass on its tots 

rhtii is noilnng ipni t oi hi ineii 
about him Hi,isilv built and ol 
medium height svilli a ntisous ink on 
Ills Itll upper thet k \Ii Bosu ii minds 
one mote of an an ogam boss m a 
pi IS ale Inm than an MP ol llu ‘it solu 
tionais’ C'PKM) Hi nesti wiais ilie 
tiaditional dhuti Liiitj ol tin aseiage 
1 elt politician lioni Beng.d Clad in 
luntlional trouseis and bush dint he 
gist s the impiession ol a go gi 'tei (At 
iionit his lasouiiie appaiel is tht 
lunpi) I hose svho know him liom the 
bixliis still talk of lilt stn lit Inid 
titatid 111 l')67 bs tonnng on Ins In -.1 
das to Pailiament quite unapologtti 
i alls tbessed m a wt II i ul Sasillt Row 
suit He sass leiiit mbtring that das 
“I still had those suits But in ihise 
seals as MP, Mr Bosu has betorne .i 
legend As fat as Pailiameniais poll 
tits IS i ontt I ned he h.is ni.iiis In sis to 
Ins tit dll lit ssas till Inst to put 27 
suiipleinentaiies to a quest ion, Inst to 
exiiose Ministeis and high ups in the 
gosetnmeiir as a iiiatrei ol i out me. 
and the fust peison in P.iiliameni to 
i.Use so manv pioieduial obieitions 
He tan put up a cast in the best of 
till Queen's f^nglish, fight with the 
Speaker and the eniiie lieasurs ben 
thes on a legalistii mattei, and at the 
same time take on soluble C'origiess(I) 
MPs In him, both the oratoi and the 
stieet bidwlei coexist side bsi side 
Asked why he so often spoils the effett 
ol excellent arguments by taking re 
touise to shouting, he dismissed the 
point with a wave of his hand, “Who 
taies foi oratory’” That sums^ up the 
one man detective agency which still 
lunitions with absolute intellectual 
claiity at the not inconsiderable age of 
bO 

B OSU did not start life as a fierj> 
Marxist A pioduct of the Bengali 
bourgeoisie, he joined the Officers’ 
Training Corps (OTC) in Bangalore 
during the Second World War in 1941, 
and became a lieutenant :^t the age of 
22. His special interest was sabotage 
and counter espionage. Reclining on a 






s<ifa in his drawing room, in a remmis- 
fe tent mood, he told this correspondent 
about a day in his earlier life. About 
how he had volunteered to join the 
44th Indian Airborne Division, the 
commando regiment which had an 
average casualty of 40 per cent. About 
the training that took him to Chind- 
wara in Madhya Pradesh (which is 
now, incidentally, Kamal Nath's con¬ 
stituency), and then Anand Parbat in 
Delhi, where during the Second World 
War days, the British had a territorial 
aiiii-aircraft brigade. 

By 1951 he had become a captain in 
the Indian army and the next year he 
was seconded to a British sabotage 
training unit near London. Then came 
the big divide in his life The swash¬ 
buckling commando met the general 
) secretary of the British Communist 
Party, Harry Point. The saboteur, by 
that time, was fed up with his job, he 
resigned Then he started his short' 
lived affair with the koi hai class He 
joined the British commercial estab¬ 
lishment of Jardine Matheson and be¬ 
came one of their prized teatasteis 
Subsequently, he wa« transferred to a 
subsidiary of the company in Calcutta 
He continued to receive his salary in 
pounds sterling as well as the comforts 
guaranteed to a British officer Of 
course, there was also the annual fur¬ 
lough 

Here is a man, who despite his 
liuily bully exterior,had guite early in 
his life come close to disillusionment 
He intercepted a letter, in which in the 
inimitable phraseology of the British 
‘old boy’ network he was described as 
‘a pup’' who had been sold to serve 
British interests By the end of the 
Fifties he was no longer with the firm, 
and soon after, the Bosu we know 
started taking shape In his own words, 

' I wanted to stand on my own legs 
before joining politics wholehearted¬ 
ly My grandfather had a piece of land 
near Ballvgunge station (in Calcutta) 
where 1 built a boarding house Now 
my wife runs it and the income is 
sufficient for the family " His son is a 
doctorate from Jawaharlat Nehru Uni¬ 
versity A younger brother has settled 
in Europe 

With a beaming smile, he admits 
that his sartorial elegance created 
quite a stir in the Lok Sabha when he 
first appeared in his famed Saville 
Kow suit He says, “Even Mrs Gandhi 
inquired who the man in the English- 
cut suit was ’’ He frankly aSserts that 
there is no sense in presenting oneself 
III shabby dresses “Even the Chinese 
weal neatly-cut suits ’’ The sartorial 
I evolution he personified in Parlia¬ 
ment was merely the surface Under 
the expert guidance of the late AK 
Gopalan, he was to cause severe seis¬ 
mic shocks in the House. In the Esti¬ 
mates Committee, he became a gadfly. 
He did not approve of the support his 
Party gave to Mrs Gandhi in the late 
Sixties yi the fight with the Congres- 
s(Ol. during V.V Giri’s presidential 
elections, the CPKM,) leader Mr Anan- 
dan Nambiar even functioned as Mr 
Gin’s election agent. But throughout 
his first tenure in the Lok Sabha, he 


was .shaping himself under the expert 
guidance ot his guru, A K. Gopalan 
Remembering A K Gopalan he said 
“I am yet to see a leader like him.” 
The fifth Lok Sabha, in 1971 has been 
termed by some as the Lok Sabha 
whieh saw the flowering of Jyotirmoy 
Bosp All the four no-confidence mo¬ 
tions against the goveinment were 
brought by him At one time, the 
executive of the then Jana Sangh 
criticised its MPs for being oversha¬ 
dowed by him To start with, there was 
the famous Nagarwala Case Mr Bosu 
says, “I was olfered an ambassa¬ 
dorship if I dropped the inquisition 
Not only that, I was even offered a- 
berth in the Cential Cabinet” He 
casually named tv7o important Con¬ 
gress leaders of those days who had 
brought him the offer After that was 
the Maruti Case and the Tulniohan 
Ram Case The Maharani of Jaipur 
named Mi Bosu “Tiger of Bengal" for 
his famous revelations in Parliament 
Despite opposition from the ruling 
Parly, he became the chairman of the 
Public Accounts Committee in 1963 A 
secret ciicular followed from the 
Cabinet secietary to all departmental 
secretaries asking them to take all 
precautions so that they were not 
caught on the wiong foot by the new 
chairman They were also asked never 
to face the PAC unprepared 

Asked to mention some of his best, 
successes, Mr Bosu lists the Rs 232 
crore customs exemption to.a Bombay- 
based multinational fiim, the Rs 150 
crore rag scandal: the Maiuti case, the 
Rs 500 crore ruial unemployment 
programme, and many others At 60, 
Mr Bosu has still some flamboyance 
left 111 him He ptoudly says he de¬ 
tec ted a telex message from a foreign 
country to a high-up in Delhi about 
some payments in a foreign bank His 
dramatic narrative style makes his 
exploits sound even more interesting 
But best of all, his conversation is 
remarkably free of Leftist jargon, par¬ 
ticularly of the pompous variety 

Anothei striking thing about him is 
the way he refers to some of his old 
antagonists Tlje late L N Misra of 
Tulmuhan Ram Case fame is just 
“LN” In tact, he gives the impression 
of a knight lighting his adversaries 
accoiding to the age-old rules of chi¬ 
valry If the shining armour is missing, 
then Mr Bosu can easily create the 
atmosphere by nuances 

Has his life ever been in danger? 
“Oh, sure, I was advised to take pro 
tection I was asked to move with two 
bodyguards,” says Mr Bosu His house 
has been burgled once, and he sus¬ 
pects that this was not simply an 
ordinary robbery. Yes, there could still 
be bugs in his office, and our entire 
conversation taped, he says. Then fol¬ 
lows a derisive laugh which ends in 
guffaws. 

But there are so many MPs, and 
how does he alone manage to reveal 
the most awful .scandals’ Jyotirmoy 
Bosu pauses for a moment Then the 
words come out in a torrent “Those 
who come to me know that I am fit to 
understand the subject and that I will 


be able to deliver the goods on the 
floor of the House They know 1 will 
not sell them out They also know that 
they will be protected ” Another pause 
follows He sits up stiaight on the sofa' 
and continues, “The Government of 
India has not been able to bust any of 
my sources.” But then, he could be 
misled, I tell him. How does he con¬ 
firm the truth of the information? “1 
will tell you an incident It was winter 
Two people came to my office with 
their faces covered up in mufflers. 
They produced two photostat copies. 
Somehow their demeanour and style 
of talking did not tally with the lan¬ 
guage of the photostats 1 have a 
magnifying glass 1 checked the dotu- 
ments and found some overlappings I 
did not quariei with them. 1 simply 
told them to go elsewhere They went 
to Atal Behan Vajpayee and he be¬ 
lieved them And do you know what 
happened’ It was the famous Friends’ 
Colony scandal Atal had to face a 
privilege issue in the House 

“Take another case One night 
there was a trunk call The man identi¬ 
fied himself over the phone as ‘Pgdro’, 
it was a code word 1 used another code 
and the reply was coriect And that 
pioduced information for one of the 
greatest scandals ” 

What are the fruits of your toils’ “I 
have exposed the Nehru family more 
than anybody else 1 was responsible 
for the ouster from the Cabinet of men 
like D P Dhar and Raj Bahadur L.N. 
Mishra was saved since he died before 
the ouster D.P Dhar once told me, 
‘Why are you after my blood’’ But I 
have to do my job ” Where el.se does 
he get his material from’ Mr Bosu 
smiles and says, “I get my material 
oven from Congress Chief Ministers 
Nowadays the people come straight to 
me 1 have my own office to check out 
and verify things I have a staff of four, 
most of whom have almost become my 
family membeis I can pay them very- 
lit tie Neither the Parliament office 
nor my Party pays me anything for 
them ” Mr Bosu has an excellent nling 
and indexing system in his offfice In 
various tiling cabinets, information is 
kept Ministrywise In the Commerce 
Ministry cabinet, for example, there 
are separate sections for jute and 
textiles Any material on those sub¬ 
jects would automatically be filed in 
that sections So he always has the 
required material at his fingertips 
How does he reply to the charge 
from some quarters that he is a CIA 
agent’ His bulky frame convulses with 
uncontrollable laughter. Recovering, 
he says, “I was the man to reveal the 
CIA plan behind the US project of 
■genetic control of mosquitoes 1 re¬ 
vealed how the CIA in the garb of the 
project was collecting .sensitive mate¬ 
rial from this country It was I who 
attacked some of the multinationals so 
vehemently Why should they have me 
as an agent’’’ 1 ask him the final 
question, “What keeps you going’” 
“You know, one psychiatrist examined 
me He says, I have a choleric brain. 
That IS, 1 have a brain which canijot sit 
idle— It has to do something.” 



Calibre: It's when you chisel away all labels 
unflinchingly till you find your core. 





ali—ben: Irs what some men look for in other men and 
all meri look for in suitings. 
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Let Canaia Bank 
help you provide for it 

Everything is within your reach if you plan ahead ano save for it 
A long wanted car? A home of your own? A child's higher education or wedding? 

Canara Bank's special Kamedhenu Oepotll scheme is designed to make lime multiply your 
money and maximise you. returns Deposit now only a part of the money you will actually 
need You choose theaniount you wish to deposit in Kamedhenu and the number of months 
Interest on the interest earned gets you handsome earnings And your money can more than 
double Itself Drop in at your nearest Canara Bank branch for details 
Our other deposit schemes VIdyanIdhI, NIrantara and Balakshema. 
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Now.Blue Star offers you 
the lowest-priced - semi-sdentific 
green display 
pocket calculator in India. 
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When you tatil* for a Solution cilculiloi you 
gat full value tor your money I Thel t beceuee 
eveiy Solutron eelculetor goei through gruelling 
queliiy control teiti ' 

e Humidity e Burn e Bump e Drop 
e Vibration e Temperature 
To give you excellent eervlce year after year 
Other excluiiye (eatutai a Low operating 
cott—need! only one penllta cell e Attractive 
imported 2-tone cabinet of acretch realatant 
ABS plaiiic e Large eaiy to reed diiplay 
What a more it • backed by Blue Star e eateniive 
elficlani aaivice natwoHi—ihould you aver 
need >i' 


A wide range ol Solution ealeuletori to 
chooee from 
4 Pocket modal! 
a Green diepley eeml-ieientilic 
a Green diiplay fully aclentlllc 
a LCD lemi-eclentlliG a LCD lully icientllie 
4 Oaak-top modtie. 
a 12 digit green diiplay a 12-dlglt LCD 
e 12 digit mini prlntar-cum-dlipley 
e 12 digit heavy duty printar-eum diiplay 
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_ LIVING _ 

Playing cops and actors I Terror!ic magician 


About 150 amateur stage 
artistes of Chandigarh 
coverged on the local secre 
tariat re^ntly While half a 
dozen of them were called 
m by chief commissioner B 
S Sarao to submit their 
petition, the others could 
not resist the temptation of 
enacting a quick hauwa 
(fear) sequence before a 
crowd of sympathetic 
onlookers and a few police 


men who were on duty The 
spectators seemed to be eii 
toying the improvised show 
and no one reallv objected 
to the roadside perform 
ance But then came the 
climax a scene in which a 
few actors, impersonating 
policemen, swooped down 
on the players The cops on 
duty were swift to react, 
they arrested all the artistes 
for unlawful assembly i 


Importance of 
being a poacher 


Goa’s Chief Minister Pratap 
Singh Rane is a passionate 
conservationist He has 
pledi^ed himself to the res 
toration of forest wealth, for 
the express purpose of 
which “The Tree Authority" 
has been set up But politfcs 
has Its problems, says Mario 
Cabral e Sa Not very long 


ago a forest guard tried to 
book a VIP for poaching in 
the Mollem game sanctuary 
But the VIP, a ruling Con 
gress (I) councillor, MLA 
and former mayor of Panaji, 
seems to have got the better 
of him The guard was 
allegedly assaulted, the 
case is being compounded 


The art oi polltricking 



Ashok Gehlot 

Among the SOO plus members 
of the Lok Sabha, Ashok 
Gehlot (28) is perhaps the 
only magician Elected from 
the JodJipur constituency in 
Rajasthan on a Congress(I) 
ticket, Ashok is the son of the 
late Babu Laxman Singh 
Gehlot who was also an illust 
rious magician cum politician 
in his days Magic ot course is 
not Ashok's profession (he is 
actually an advocate), but it 
definitely is a passion with 
him Having learnt the art 


frbm his father and having 
performed with the latter ip 
India, Hong Kong and on the 
Tokyo TV circuits, Ashok is 
now an accomplished magi 
cian He is still as much in 
love with the art as he was 
even when chairman of the 
Jodhpui Municipality How 
far has magic contributed to 
his success in politics Pra 
kash Bhandan asked Ashok 
Gehlot ‘Magic can’t help 
anybody become a millionaire 
or win an election,’’ he re 
plied “But It did help me in 
collecting people during the 
elections A large number of 
people turned out to hear me 
because of mv magical back 
ground ’’ And how did the 
people react to his presence 
on a political platform’ “Peo 
pie thought that I had come to 
show some magic But instead 
of showing them magic I tried 
to educate them v. ith the poll 
ctes of Mrs Indira Gandhi 
Sometimes people insisted 
that I show them a few tricks 
And I did oblige them with a 
few handpicked items and 
they returned home quite 
happy Even now whenever 1 
tour my constituency, particu 
larly the rural areas of Jodh 
pur, people iijsist on seeing a 
few rope tricks I go on amus 
mg them That helps me to 
maintain a friendly rapport 
with the people ” i 



Madho Singh, the man who 
only a decade ago spread ter 
ror and misery in the Cham 
bal valley, is now a magician 
by profession He no longer 
carries a reward of Rs 15 
lakhs on his head, having sur 
rendered before the late Lok 
nayak Jayaprakash Narayan 
in 1972 Professionally he is 
not even Madho Singh any 
more, “C|iambal Sorcar” (at 
ter the late ladusamrai 
PCSofcar) is the name by 
which he is now known 
The story of Madho s new life 


■s a fitting tribute to Jayapra 
kash Narayan, from an anti 
social dacoit to a public per* 
former, Madho Singh has 
gone u long way tn realising 
the loknayak's dream of rein¬ 
stating dacoits in our society 
In fact Madho has gone a step 
fuither he has, in the last 
eight years, written several 
books tn Hindi and a few 
stories and scripts for Hindi 
films as well He has also 
acted in three films, including 
Chambal Ka Daku which is 
slated for an early release 


Rocky on the rock^ 


jJJiii: 

a-airsiA I 


Nargis Dutt, MP, was lying in 
hospital recently after having 
accomplished the inert dible 
feat of chaigtng Satyaiit Ray 
with “wrong depiction ot in 
dia’ (b> virtue of the emph 
dsis on poverty in his films) 
She waS nursing an injurj 
reports Ashish Rajadhvaksha, 
and was unavailable lor com 
ment on the Bombay police’s 
decision to remove all those 
giant posters of Rocky—a film 
produced bv Naigis Dutt 
directed by hei husband, 
Sunil Dutt, and stalling her 
son, Sunjay Dutt According 


to polite sources the posters 
were obscene Most of them 
(40 ft by 15 ft a piece) showed 
Tina Munim vseaiing a short 
ijiess and lying horizontally 
on a motorcycle while a 
scantily clad Sunjav Dutt was 
poised right above her sug 
gesting more than the cops 
weic willing to accept So, in 
less than two weeks almost 
all the posters had been pul 
led down including the three 
extra large hoardings at Wor 
li, Mahalaxmi and Parel 
which had to be removed with 
thehelpof special equipment 
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HIRTY thousand feet 
above, a two-engined Air¬ 
bus flies at ten jniles a 
minute In the plane’s 
altitude-conditioned 
cabin, a trim young girl in elegant 
Indian Airlines outfit performs her 
duties. There is an air of calm efficien¬ 
cy about her as she moves up and 
down the luxuriously carpeted aisle 
Meanwhile two hundred and seven- 
tyeight passengers chat, read, doze or 
watch the snowy Himalayan peaks 
It was in the USA, in the late 
Twenties, that passeiigei air trans¬ 
portation had just begun, though the 
main source of revenue was still air 
mail Flying was considered a hazar¬ 
dous way of travelling, and pilots and 
passengers both relied a lot on intui 
tion There were, however, enough 
people eager to take the risk 

Ford and Boeing made their debut 
in passenger air transport with trimo- 
tored ships, both all-metal cabin 
planes They flew according to specific 
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schedules and could carry a dozen 
passengers Though these aircraft 
marked a wonderful improvement in 
passenger service, the cabins were 
without insulation, causing temporary 
deafness among passengers This ne¬ 
cessitated the use of sign language on 
board the aircraft, and generous sup¬ 
plies of chewing gum. 

Depaiture times those days were 
just something to give the passengers 
an idea of when they might leave. If 
the pilots arrived late or wanted to 
have a meal before the trip, the depar¬ 
ture time was altered to suit their 
needs. As for the passengers, they just 
waited. However, the care of passen¬ 
gers on a flight became as important 
as knowledge of the wind-direction 
and weather With hours between each 
landing, dining services were a major 
problem and only the crudest of facili¬ 
ties were available at the improvised 
airports The luxury of a dining car on 
a train was missing here. The problem 
was temporarily solved by having the 


co pilot on the flight double as the 
head waiter' In addition to his duties 
in the cockpit, he was also responsible 
for serving box-lunches prepared at a 
restaurant before the flight took off. 
The menu was dull: sandwiches, ap¬ 
ples—as they did not easily get 
spoilt—cookies and coffee poured into 
paper cups from a thermos. Among 
these and other things, the co-pilot had 
to attend to the airsick, and answer 
their anxious queries 

Early in 1930, Ellen Church, a reg¬ 
istered nurse and instructor at San 
Francisco Hospital first thought of the 
idea of having someone fly along with 
the passengers with the sole responsi¬ 
bility of caring for them. When sh^ 
took her idea to the Boeing Air Trans¬ 
port Company, which later became 
part of the United Airlines, it was 
turned down. The authorities could 
not see the possibility of a woman 
being one of the fli^t crew. But Miss 
Church was determined as ever. She 
managed to convince an executive of 








the Boeing company, Steve Stimpson, 
^ and with his help, other airline offi¬ 
cials that her idea was worth trying 
She pointed out that women passen¬ 
gers numbered a few, and having 
women as air hostesses would encour¬ 
age more women who were afraid of 
flying, to take to the air. 

Eventually, Miss Church and seven 
others, all of them registered nurses, 
began flying for Boeing Air Transport 
on the route between Oakland, Cali¬ 
fornia and Cheyenne, Wyoming on 
May 15, 1930 nearly 50 years ago 
Although attractive and fashionable in 
those days, compared with presentday 
outfits, their uniforms were ridiculous¬ 
ly garish, they were green, consisting 
of a straight skirt and jacket, buttoned 
and striped A tiny airplane was pin¬ 
ned to each lapel The oversized tom 
o’shanters were pulled firmly down to 
cover most of the hair, and draped to 
one side A knee-length cape was 
worn, made of the same material as 
the suit but lined with contrasting 
mateiial, as the collar For shoes ihev 
wore oxfords tied with black laces The 
stewardesses also carried giay smocks 
which were to be woin while serving 
meals on a flight 

The decision in Ellen Chuiih’s 
favour stunned the uthei an lines ai 
fust They considered the idea a sheet 
folly, and warned of the conseqiien* es 
of a rough flight But the girls proved 
to be efficient, able and rugged They 
became so popular that passengers 
even chose flights with the best hostes 
ses In another year’s time, 20 mote 
•' nurses were employed What had been 
started as an experiment soon became 
a global institution, with most of the 
world’s airlines employing air hostes 
ses Today Air India alone has over 
1,000 girls Indian Airlines, the laigest 
domestic airline in Asia, has ovei 450 
while American Airlines has over 
5,000, Air France 3,500, Delta 4,500. 
Eastern 4,600, JAL 4,OOQ, Lufthansa 
3,000, Pan American 3,400, TWA 
5,200, and United Airlines, the largest 
in the USA, 7,.300 The 108 lATA 
airlines all over the world cmploved a 
total of 93,000 cabin attendants in 
1978 Now, thert is roughly one air 
hostess for every 15 passengers who 
fly, 

Over the last ten years, women 
have earned a place of pride in the 
aviation industry Indian Airlines to¬ 
day boasts of Its first woman pilot, 
Capt Durba Banerjee, an F27 comman¬ 
der, on her way to becoming a Boeing 
737 pilot. The post of an airlines 
stewardess, however, continues to be 
the most popular as far as an aviation 
career is concerned. 

In contrast to the exacting require¬ 
ments a girl must meet to become an 
air hostess today, stewardesses in the 
early Thirties needed only an “R N ” 
(Registered Nur«e) alter their names, 
enthusiasm for flying and good looks 
to Jet recruited. With the job proving 
more popular, specific r^uirements 
of age, height, weight and the like 
began to make appearances on ap¬ 
plication forms. 



And not without reason An air 
hostess today is a thoroughly trained 
professional, an expert in public rela¬ 
tions with a knowledge of aviation. 
Even after ministering to numeious 
assengers for five, six or even seven 
ours at a stretch, serving meals, talk¬ 
ing, answering questions, and check 
ing time, when the last passenger is on 
his way out, the air hostesses remain 
on board to complete last-minute re¬ 
ports. 

For Anjana Sundaresan, who works 
oq the Airbus, the fatigue is almost 
pleasant It is the feeling of a lob well 
done Anjana remembers the recent 
Indian Airlines advertisement inviting 
applications fur the post “If you are 
unmarried and between the age of 19 
and 25 years, matriculate or equiva¬ 
lent, having normal vision without 
glasses and between 152 ems and 170 
ems tall, with proportionate weight, 
you may be the girl to go places with 
Indian Airlines You should be an 
Indian citizen, be fluent in English and 
one or more Indian languages Total 
starting pay Rs 1,000/- per month 
(approx) after successful completion 
of training Post caines free trans¬ 
portation for duties, free concessional 
air passages, P F, gratuity and free 
medical facilities ’’ 

Before her final selection, she was 
tested for personality rating, appear¬ 
ance, grooming, resourcefulness, com¬ 
petence, poise, enthusiasm She was 
measured, weighed, given a thorough 
physical examination by an airlines 
doctor, and finished these gruelling 
preliminaries with a lengthy intelli¬ 
gence test She was then enrolled in 
the Delhi Cabin Crew flight school 
where she laboured for ten weeks at 
15 different subjects She started with 
geography, learning by rote jnost of 
the world’s air routes, was introduced 
to all types of airplanes and equip¬ 
ment, absorbed basic facts about 
meteorology, aerodynamics, com¬ 
munications, aviation medicine and a 
hundred other details At the end of 
hei course, she sat for an examination 
that took hours to complete After 
passing this, she was called into con¬ 
ference with the instructors, and given 
the final check Ground training 
school followed, after which Miss Sun¬ 
daresan was taken on a series of 
flights to acquaint her with on-the-job 
procedures and problems She was 
asked to take notes and inquire about 
anything that puzzled her. Finally, 
graduation day found her completely 
at ease, assured about her knowledge, 
eagerly awaiting her first flight. 

No wonder Air India ahd Indian 
Airlines, alpng with JAL and Thai 
International Airwavs, set the highest 
standards for tecrurtment of air hos¬ 
tesses Nowadays, thev pre even 
trained m human relations That is 
why lA's air hostesses and stewards 
now take part in an ambitious study 
piogramme based on the teachings of 
Dr Thomas Han is in I'm OK. You’re 
OK For an airline there ts only one 
thing more satisfying than passengers, 
and that is satisfied passengeis 
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Agfa-Gevaert makes 
the world’s first 
motor-driven pocket camera. 
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TOO scientists produt e an 
average ot one new or im 
proved prodiu I idea lor eaih 
t)f those days' 

1 he camera is one of the new 
The paper, one of the best 

A camera 

like a machine gun! 

Rapid fire the Agfanidlit 901 h 
IS made by Agfa C.eyaert 
abroad lot international 
markets (dm to import 
restrictions not available in 
India) No bigger than 
l2?x'>Tx29 mm this battery 
powereil Agtamalic takes 4(X) 
pictures be fori the batteries 
need changing'I ai h dick is 
followed by thi v\ hiri of the 
sell w Hiding nn i hane m 
And thi lamcra is instantly 
ready toi thi m \t exposure In 
addition by pressing an 
Intc'gral Button you t in gc t a 
senes of exposures at I sti 
intervals aufomaficallv' 
Because the world won t wait 
for you to wind on' 

1 he Agfamatic camera range is 
pnmecl tor the unique 
purpose of photography to, 
capture the moment ' 

Agfamatics have M 

built in flash guns 
— at the press of a 
button MCjIIT' ■ 

Telelenses that bnng 
your subiect I loser - ;V 
the mountain to 
Mohammed' Shutter 
releases that need i JSk. 




AGIL brings 
you photopaper 

‘Made in India” 
for the world. 





only a feather touch, elinjinat- 
ing camera shake Cartndge 
film that slots in and slots out 
— the load and shoot cameras' 

Photopaper not 
just better, hut best. 

Made in South I ast Asia s 
most sophisticated photo 
paper factory pressuri/ed 
from the inside to keep dust 
out' The air conditioni d and 
filtered Temperature ind 
humidity momtcired 24 hours 
a day because the levc I mu^t 
ncit fall for even a second Nor 
a wink of white light break thi 
red lit dark 

Even the paper in whii h the 
photopaper is packaged is of a 
special neutral vanefy While 
quality-toshng is in i on|uni 
tion with Agfa C.evaert 
Leverkusen, Germany 

First with everything 
in photographies. 

Having pioneered photo 
graphv in India ACjH is 
nappv to be part of Its growth 
Offering equipment film, 
photographic chc*micals, 
photopaper of the highest 
standarcis for better results 
1 lelping to set up the first 
negative/posilivc processing 
centres in India for colour 
photography Providing train 
mg to professionals in pruces 
sing techniques to improve 
skills Helping professionals 
and amateurs to get camera 
happy To discover the plea 
sures and infinite possibilities 
of photography 


AGFA GEVAERT INDIA LHIMTED 

A Ml Of Mo f> 1)0 4 Now 
Mo u 0 L n«>S B'wnbo A hr»Bnt«tv 

NewD«r Co u • Mm • ile oc 

tamob o All Ok <> A »>lowe»UjOA 


.^j|b 


I A(inia£VAEm 


1st for everything in photognqilucs. 
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THE WORLD 


They packed and packed 
to find out how many could go 
into a S ot tub A tall went out 
to the Slimmest males and 
female to take part 

in being stuffed This was also 
to promote the mov\e,Middle 
Aite Cra/y starring Bruce 
Dern and Ann Margaiet So 
one by one they went into the 
tub Together they made a 
formidable number of 49 
beating the previous record of 
42 But wait that was not all 
The 49 liad tompany and they 
found they had two ducks 
wailing So they put in the 
ducks and what a cra/s gioup 
they were' 


Crazy stuff 



Male-land China 


So( lalist louiiliiti pioni 
ise i(|ualiiv to the sixes But 
nut so in C hina whi t< uoincn 
ai c paid Ic ss thin tlic ii 
brothels On tin lommuius 
wheie points .in gutn lot 
work female workt rs itu ivi 
tcwei points than the male 
workers A id lh< otfitttsgive 
a n ason for this women llnv 
say ate tiol as sliong as mi n 


II lilt u IS not t noiigli tile 
l\uptt s Duh ol I’tkiiic 
lasht (I out ag iinst wome n \ii 
iiliele III the dailv said ihii 
the bin ill intliunee ilmosi 
ilvsavs liaimid the Puts 
Madame Iian, Uin/, I lit 
widow ol the I .lie I hai man 
Mao iht aitieh nimtioiud 
w IS iisponsilib toi lies 
tiovingihe st.uiisol women 


Maddmv /lang (iifflit) with iii mteifinui 



Life In the EEC 


Ihere is alter all, some 
truth in national sb icotypes 
The hhL has |ust brought out 
a book about the living and 
dying habits of its membeis 
(SoLidl f/nfietitois tot the 
ioropea/i Comtnunity 1960 
1978) and it provides some 
very interesting bits of in 
formation Like the french 
really do drink very heavily 
10 times many 1 i6nchmen 
die of cirrhosis than Britons 
And Denmark Uses up to its 
well known image now, a 
quarter of all childien are 
born to parents who have not 
man led The maximum num 
bei ot strikes take place in 


Inland Biil.iin and Italv I he 
Wisl (leiinans are tlu woisi 
driviis in furopt moie 
young people are killed in 
automobile accidents than 
anywhere elsi 

fheie arc some genuine 
surprises too for instance, 
till 1960, the legal age for 
marriage in Ireland was 14 for 
boys and 12 for girls today n 
ts 16 for both And despite 
their leputations {rain dren 
ched Birtain and sunny Italy), 
in actual fact there is hardly 
any difference between the 
annual rainfall of Britain and 
Italy Of course, Italy is 
waimer 


Foul! 

'Kick Somokiiig and 
Store" said the I9ft hoaiding 
lacing the Trinity Road stand 
for Aston Villa’s home league 
soccer match ot the season m 
1 ngland The first ami 
smof ing advertisement in any 
Biicish sportsground, its 
obiectivc was obvious But 
tlu short and snappy slogan, 
had a double meaning 'I sup 
pose It can be seen as ambi 
guous, but we will not be 
abashed if anyone reads it as 
having the othei message It 
does happen to be our view 
that the stench ot cigarette 
smoking, the way it impie 
gnates clothing and stains it 
leaves on hands and teeth is 
not calculated to appeal eroti 
callv to the opposite sex ’’ 


Disarming 

I hi Fugwash tonfciefnc 
leicntlv met tn Briiikclcn 
Holland tor ils ‘f9th loiilci 
cnic There wert ahooi 126 
scientists horn 4? louiitrici 
and they discussed, in 
f amcia, crisi s like the ‘Lino 
missile crisis” and the weak 
nc sse's of the Non 
Proliferation Treaty ihePug 
wash oiganisation has in the 
past laid the base for major 
Last West agreements on the 
lesi Ban treaties Meanwhile 
m 1 urope, NATO countries 
aie tiying to deploy Pershing 
II imermediate range missiles 
and cruise missiles m direct 
retaliation to the Warsaw 
powers’ deployment of SS20 
missiles and Backfire bom 
bers I his is seen by the Pug 
wash conference as a “most 
serious impediment for any 
future viable prospect of nuc 
lear arms control ” Prospects 
of war will increase 


That's 

beautiful 

The broad smile—albeit 
an all too broad one—is that 
of Miss Ayesha Dutt The 
young lady is the most beauti¬ 
ful and officially the prettiest 
one in India Consequently 
she had been chosen to repre¬ 
sent the country at the Young 
Miss Intel national Contest 
1980 recently held m Manila 
But the sweet smile and the 
beautiful face could get her 
nowheie Alas'beauty contest 
judges are so heartless Our 
very own Miss Dutt lost to 
Miss Hawai 



Never 

bullied 

His name was Manuel Be 
nitez But they called him El 
Cordobes, the most 
courageous matador of Spain 
He loved the bulls But more 
than them he loved the peo 
pie who came to see him fight 
Six years ago he had retired 
and settled down to a quiet 
life with his wife and four 
children, utilising the money 
he had so judiciously saved 
from the huge fees he com 
manded Named the Beatle of 
the Bullring, El Cordobes 
found out that he missed the 
applause of the people So in 
he went again And ihis time 
he was mauled by a bull just 
as he was about to plunge his 
sword into the animal Now he 
IS on the verge of death But 
El Cordobes, philosophically, 
told his admiiets “If the bull 
gets you. It IS the will of God ” 





IRISH KARNAirS 
jr polished pel fui induces 
id quiet mdiinei hdve cie 
ed a certain imaKe of him 
nong hi-> fans and well 
ishers And he has not <hs 
Ipointed them with his 
Kticeofdlifepaiiiiei Vcs 
iis to wed But whom'’ Hit 
Side people have loop he en 
luating him with p« opie 
keHemaoi Leona Hut 
lowing him, oni is suit liiat 
me of these dumb gals can 
atch either his intciests oi 
iSlQlevel No iiotf’iotima 
sdi either who did a mad 
'bit around him once, te 
ember^ The girl, (lirish 
imits, IS a doctoi practising 
I the United States whom he 
ts i lowii loi some years 
)w He would have really 
sappointed his many fans if 
i had got hitched up to a 
pical filmwdli 

JOW that Reend Rov is 
M back to Bombay after a 
•ry indiscreet trip abroad, 
le hounds are after her' An 
-dinary thing like Shati u’s 
arriage has been blown out 
proportions with the re 
irn of his formei flame who 
now being painted in very 
agic colom s Bv the way, if 
le wanted to stay away from 
le heait breaking event, 
hy did she have to go 
broad’ The heart bieaks 
owever near or far one may 
e from the scene To add to 
te drama, it seems Shatru 
lade a quirk dash to Reena 
i-hiding “somewheie 
broad" and returned on the 
Ight befoie his marriage to 
'oonam To rub some salt or 
aim into Reena’s wounded 
eart, is the question to leck 
nwith Anjway, sheisback 
nd now that the couple has 
eft on then honeymoon, 
leena is getting her share of 
he left ovei limelight 

C^HEN Tom After, bn 
fV glish born aitoi whose 
findi diction is pcifect (hav 
ig been brought up here) 
nd whose acting talent is 
•roven (did't Ra\ take him 
or his S/idtraiij’f has hardh 
leen able to make any lasting 
tnpiession on our hard coie 
aausirvwallas, can there be 
luch hope for anothei (.oia 
0 make the scene here-' 1 he 
loy in question in Kundl 
\dpimi, Shashi's handsome 
Ider son who has |ust com 
'leted his acting course in 
.ondon and is looking for a 
at edr in Bombay Being 
ihashi’s son might give him 
he opening one sometimes 
equiies togei ini<itheiaie 
lut ultimately, it is what you 
re. that matteis Look what 





Tina Munim Men’s 
Idanthing pad'> 


• happened to Ashok Kumai s 
son' I oiks have even toigot 
ten that Aioop Kumar once 
tued to become a hero, wav 
bac k in the .Sixties and was 
last seen in a Rajneesh tobe, 
assisting Basu Chaitttji in 
some film 

T ina munim is being ac 
cused ot lit I ‘ ghastly 
voii e ' and hci hoiing mono 
tone, which bugs most co 
stars especially those who 
bank on he r lo make a hit 
film ot two 1 ike I said, a is 
the first impiession that 
counts Smh ‘co stars" (you 
know whom 1 mean) get shot 
into fame hv the talent/luck 
aura ot their U ading lady 
(also making a nets eniiy) 
and live then entiit caieeis 
hopping between lu loines 
whocanoi can'tmaki then 
tilms click' One persistent fa 
iluie he can coiueniently 
mai ry and thus get hei out of 
hiscaieei’s path Butvshat 
about the others’ Today a is 
Tina baby whose awful voice 
and accent ate being ciiti 
cised 1 ai her there was a 
Ran/eeia who was supposed 
to be “on drugs” and couldn’t 
act Ifonlvlheaspiiiiig 
“stai s" would leai n to stand 
on then own teet and not try 
to blame others for their 
failuics 

T HL latest import 
fiom the south, Kdthi 
Afimhotn, is going 
to eaina lug name in 
theveaistocome And this 
time, I am nor saving that she 
will replace Hema, like 1 did 



when l.tvapiadha 
and tlieotheis 
entcicd with a hang 
and nailed off with a 
whimpei Rathi has 
the I igln amount of 
the noitli in hei 
asslu ishasicallv 
trorn a iioith Indian 
lamilv but being 
a Madias boin 
and hi ought 
up gill she 
has Hcnia s 
appeal' ■ 

Kee/ia Roy Bunny 
who loit out 


^ /- 
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Ba/u Mahendra 


T he Hindi version of the 
award-winning Tamil hit 
Pasi may star Smita PanI 
Director Durai wanted Shoba 
to do the Hindi role too but 
the latter wasn’t destined to 
do a Hindi film. Three years 
ago Balu Mahendra wanted 
Shoba to do the title role in 
the Hindi version of his Koki- 
la but that didn’t materialise 
either 

Smita will be playing the 
other woman in director 
Sridhar’s untitled Hindi ven¬ 
ture which has Shatrughan 

K d Rajesh Khanna too. 
yapradha is the heroine 

D ASARINARAYANA 
RAO, the successful 
director from the south, was 
very confident that Shabana 
Azmi would make his film 
Veh Kajsa Jnsaafa roaring 
hit But It has had only a mild 
run And its producer L. V 
Prasad is now hoping that his 
next film Ek Doojey Ke Liye 
starring Kamalahasan and 
Rathi Agnihotri will be a hit 

^RIDEVl prefers Telegu 
p films to Tamil ones. The 
reason is very simple. She 
gets more lolly in Hyderabad 
than in Madras and this 


seems to be the 


generous but the movie 
business in Andhra 


seems tobe mure lucrative 


than in Tamil Nadu So the 


remunerations there for the 


stars are naturally higher 


W HATEVER happened ii 
Padma Pnya's sole Hin 
di assignment Tan se man 
door’ It was launched foui 


years ago with Amol Palekai 
as her hero Padma has at 


quired a few spare tyres 
around her wai.st in recent 


times but that hasn’t pre 
vented her from getting 
assignments in Karnataka 
She’ acting with Anani N 
pie of filnis there 

r)ILIP KUMAR has 

X/appeared in auite a few 


appeared in quite a few 
Hindi remakes of Tamil hits 
starring Stvaji Canesan 
Among them are Aadmi, 
Copt and the up-coming 
Shakti But Sivaji has one 
complaint- “Yusuf bhai is a 


very good friend I have 
offered so many of my roles 
to him: he liked some and 


TrgiFi;: 


used them in Hindi films but 
he let many good ones go.. ’’ 
But Dilip has been working 
on only three to four films a 
year and not all of them could 
have been remakes of Tamil 
films. 

S RIDEVI not only looked 
smart but came but with a 
convincing performance and 
Rajaikaat too was quite im¬ 
pressive but Johny, the 
eagerly awaited crime thril¬ 
ler, isn’t creating much ex¬ 
citement at the box office. Its 
tame opening has given a 
minor Jolt to Rajmeant. 

On the one hand the local 

J iossip mill is predicting Ra- 
nikant’s marriage to a colle¬ 
gian from Bangalore On the 
other hand a divorce is pre¬ 
dicted for Kamalahasan. Says 
he: “It’s not always amusing 
to read those fanciful stories 
specially when you have to go 
through 18 different versions 
of a non-existent incident...” 

B OMBAY’SPremnath 
who seems to have an 
everlasting interest in god- 
men and gods should come 
down south and meet veteran 
character actress Pandan 
Bai She has d temple in her 
house and refuses to carry on 
any conversation witinut reso¬ 
rting to Mann ams like Hare 
Knshna or Haie Pandumf 
rigd every so often Though 
she has starred in .100films 
she sdvs she wanted togive 
up cvei vthing diid take up 
Sanvasa but late willed 
that she get married 
late in hei life 

PIOUSJI 






Deepa: Eager and bursting 



















VARIET 


chess 

IUip«* (Mack) 
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Kavalak (WhHa) to awva 


••ntr Ifw dkvH you know 

Continuing on lait waak (thamt of opaning 
thaory It la mayba worth noting that tha top 
playort tand for thair opaning rapartolraa to 
draw, not ao mueh upon tha «aai amount of 
publlahad matorial, but mora upon thair 
own partonal axptrianoa In othar worda 
tfiay tond to play aomathing thay hava 
playad bafora rathar than aomathliig thay 
nava raad about and It la not only tniaraat- 
Ing but mayba alao anilghtaning to aak why 
klnitly, of ODuraa, ona alwaya faala much 
mora aaoura pitting aomaOilng ona haa 
I Evan If] 


playad,bafora 


I your gama aaama to 


ba falling apart at tha aaama you oan 
alwaya raaaaura youraalf with Wail' thia 
poaltlon waa parfaotly OK tha laat lima I 
raachad It which la not alwaya tha aantl- 
mant Apraaaad if tha roof falla in whila 
following aomabody alaa a analyaia Which 
bringa ma to tha aacond point Publiahad 
analgia is not univaraally trustod It haa not 
baan unknown for grand maalor X to claim 
that position Y is partactty playable for 
Black and to spend the next tew years 
picking up points playing the white side 
apart from which it is easy to make genuine 
mistakes In tournamsnis following the 
World Championship match in Baguio it 
was therefore amusing to sea Karpov adopt¬ 
ing soma of the openings which Korchnoi 
had used tgamit him There Is no lova lost 
between the two and it is presumably for 
this vary reason that Karpov trusts hia oppo¬ 
nent to hava played tha beat moves against 
him 


I gIvB an example taken from Karpovs 
first major tournamant altar Baguio In 
which ha adopts tor the first time In his lift 
Korchnois favounta Open Osfsnca to tha 
Ruy Lx>paz Tha World Champion s prag- 
matlsm laminda ma of that of a Roman 
ganaral who a'ler coming face to face with 
Hannibal dacidta it la time he learnt how to 
rids an alaphant, 

Whlla L Kavalak Black A Kaipov 
Montraal 197B Ruy Lopez Open Defence 

1. R—K4. P-K4, a N-KB3, N—QBS. 3 
•-NS, R-ORS, 4. »-R4, N-B3, S 0-0, 
NxRik. R-04. R-ON4.7 »-NS, P-04, 
g. Pa R, B—KJ; t. 0-10. B-IU. 10 R-Ot, 
R-M,MRkR.12 BxR.B~084. 
Kort^nol a apadality Mora normal is 12 
0-02 

13 B-K3, BaB. 14. OiB, 0~N1, Tha 
point of tha Idaa Black galrw a lampo to 
break the pin on the O file lor If 15 8 a OP 
BxB lORaBthan 1< OxP1t.B-N3; 
N—R4 15 OH-a2, O-IU; 17 N-04, 
N xN, ig. Oa N, Q-N3,10. B—B2, R-B4: 
ao. fl-BS, BxN, ai. BxB. QR-Oli 22. 
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R-0N2, KR-KI; 22. H-KI. R-Mlf 24. 
Q-NOI 0-82,- 20. R-«g, R-Mf 21. 

Q—m, R—MS, 27. R—ICrt An Inganloul 
thruat If27 RxPthan28QaKaPRxR+ 
agRxR PxB30 R—K7 and wbia 
27 R—Oil Tha only dafanoa 

ouaiuii 

22.0—N2?> HaraaOR—KOI waa vary atrong 
for if 28 PxB?20O-N3-l-or28 RxR 

20 0 a KBP winning 

20. . . RxR; 20. BxR; Tha boat ohanoa to 
kaap tha attack going alaa tha KP would ba 
lost tor nothing 20. . . RxB; 20. OaR-f 
K-81; 31 O-R04 R-N2; 22. R-KJ. 
R-B4,- 32. O-Rt-f I9-N1; 34. O-Kf, 
0~Q2; 38. R-KBS, O-iOl 80. RaR-i 
K-fO, 37. 0-B4. M-B3; 30. RsR, RnR; 
30. R-ON1, R-0N1: 40. R-ORI, N^i 
41 R—KSandWhilaraalgnadbaeauaaol41 
N-K7 4 42 R a N O a R and Whito aoon 
runa out of ofiocha 43 O—N54 K—02 44 
0-N7+ K—B3 

MICHAEL STEAN 


bridge 


THIS deal from a match balwaan India ana 
Australia In tha Far Eatl Champlonahip 
tequirad tha titia of tha Qraat Indian Croat- 
run Ona aida playad in Fiva Spadai tha 
othar In Six Spadaa 

Oaalsr North Qame alt 

* 0 J 6 2 

V A 8 8 

a A K O 4 2 

* 2 


0 K 10 8 4 
W 10 5 3 
4 8 7 3 
* K J 6 


N 

w e 
8 


4 $ 

* K 0 6 2 

* J 10 8 5 

* 10 7 8 8 


O A 9 7 3 
W J 7 4 

a 9 

« A 0 9 4 3 


Tha Australians playad from tha North 
aida in FIva Spadaa The daclarar ttartad to 
draw trumps triad to raoovar with a 
club finassa and somehow finlehad three 


down 


The Indian South played In Six Spades 
and West led a 7 through dummy s suit 
Even if diamonds arp 4 3 and the club 
finesse is right to draw trumps is unlikely to 
bring in twelve tricks Since in any case he 
would need a diamond break South 
embarked on a crossruff He began with a 
club to the Are snd a club ruff then cashed 
Krng and Queen of diamonds discarding 
two hearts After two heart ruffs and one 
mors club ruff the position was 


4 

* 

a 

4b 

4b K 10 6 4 

» - 
a — 

* — 

4b 

¥ 

a 

4b 


Q J 


4 2 


N 

4 B 

W E 

S 

¥ K 

a J 

♦ 10 

A 9 


0 9 



Now tha Quatn of clubs laft Wast Impo- 
ttntly clutching his four trumps Ha ruffad 
low and was ovarruffad Tha crostfira con¬ 
tinued with a diamond ruffad by tha Aea and 
a club promoting a trick for 4b Q 
Tha writar In Auatnhtn Bridgt notao that 
a trump laad would hava sarvod tha dafanca 
no battar—South can axacuta tha tarn# 
crossruff But tha King of spadaa? I am not 
so sura that tha contract can ba mada attar 
that laadi If ha rufft two clubs in dummy and 
two haarts in hand daolarar win lota two 
tricks to Watt s A to S 4 


TERENCE REESE 


stamps 



THE FIRST British postage stamps with a 
face value aa high at 10s (SOp) ware issued 
in 1878 The Poet Office intended them 
mainly for Infernal accounting purposes 
whan postmasters were returning the doc¬ 
kets representing the charges they had 
collected on unpaid letters Tha stamps 
were also uaeful tor heavy lettart going to 
tha ooloniea at 8d par half oz Al first tha 
stamps ware printed on paper with a Mal- 
lata Croat watermark but after 1883 tha 
paper waa watarmarkad with an anchor 
In mint condition thoaa lOt atampt ara 
now sxtrsmaty rare and thia anchor- 
watsrmarkad saampis raatliod £27,000 at a 
raoant Sothaby s auction In tho aama uls 
ona of tha aaiiiar lOt ttampa with tha 
Mpltata Crota waiarmark raalisad only 
£1,300 but ihit low figure waa due to Iti 
having baan partially la^rloratad at soma 
•laga to Improva lia appaaranoa 

C. W. HILL 


quiz 

QUESTIONS 

1 What waa tha ship Bounty which 
sailed from England in 1767 supposed to 
do? 

2 What IS logorrhea’ 

3 What IS pistology? 

4 In film technology, what is an answer 
print? 

5 In golf, what is a hazard? 

6 In literary criticism, what Is puffery? 

7 What IS Twi-Fante? 

8 Is /A H/story of tho American Film a 
book of history? 
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without comment 


ttiis India 



SHAIIADAI) A rate case of a dead 
wuiiHii disowned m the oihei woild has 
Loiiit to light heic Ihe woman who 
helinif's to Chittagiippa in Huitinahad 
taliiK i as dec Idled dead hy a doc lOI 
Ph p 11 ittons were made inimuhatelv 
lot till li t jouines and final lespects 
wcie pnf lu tin. deputed soul When 
hit eldest ‘■on appioulitd the bod\ foi 
makiiij' iiaditimal salutation the 
woiu. n started tilling In a few 
sec Olid j she pot up a-, it tioin slumbei 
looted aioiind ml a^ked what is all 
this I lit 1 ti til, pi lest \ ho was iieai by 
txplui di ill III oUl >nmaii admit 
li 1 III It li I ' I'l ' Hut she was 
I.K I il 1 1 k t I' u ') i in')' there was 
no loom I nlit t ii h i n ni in hell foi 
It I Ml oth 1 i ( 1 1 1 too is o\t r 
cio>. It I II on M> old woman s 

tall Uit luihiiil /iicj.s(M R Suiesh 
ban, abut) 

ROIIIAK Two tonsiables of Haryana 
politt tell untoiiscious duiing the Indt 
ptndtiitt Day ctlebrations here on Au 
gust IS when the Mimstei whounturled 
the national flag spoke for too long 
With the stoithing sun above and ram 
wain under the feet the poliiemen 
could i.ut beat the statistical and de 
sclopnient analysts given out by the 
Ministtt Ihe publit hooted the Ajlinis 
tei ihitte and the ofltters yawned An 
iiriiateci tiveyeaiold boy asked his 
fathei cl senior oflitei “Why don’t you 
ask that man to end his lecture ” But the 
Ministci continued with his speech for 
ovei an houi -The Indian ExpieiS 
(Raju Raiijan Sahay loihat) 

lARlDABXD Assad lauqin, who pas 
sed himself oft as a DIG (CBI) was 
ai 11 sted on August 1S by a police party 
headed b\ Mr Alok Joshi, assistant 
iiispcctoi ot police, Fandabad Assad 
Fauqin has be eii living here for the last 
10 months und 'r the assumed name of 
F Robinson Tauqiii has allegedly che 
at >d a number of people and had col 
lected moie than a lakh ot rupees He 
used to pin the confidence of retired 
aimy offiscis and security personnel 


pt »e IS 30 fof the enliy qive i fir^l 


and promise them revolvers and pistols 
fiom the government stock of'confis 
cated dims He took advance money 
from them for making the purchases 
But the “DIG ’ vanished one day causing 
worry to all those who had advanced 
money Duiing police investigations it 
was revealed that E Robinson was in 
fact Assad lauqin, a dismissed police 
constable of the MP police, and had 
cheated many persons in MP, UP and 
Delhi In Gwalior, his native town, he is 
known as ‘ Naqli SP”— Ihe Tribune (Ra 
jiv Khosla, Chandigarh) 

SHAHABAD Bites of death and not 
boon for a baby—the namesake couple 
could get from Napndra on the auspi 
Clous day of the king cobra in Sedam 
On the fateful Nagapanchami day, the 
barien housewife took her turn to 
worship at the hallowed snakepit- all 
fur a baby Instead of touching grace fur 
new life’’, all that Nagamma got was a 
giave sting to end her life As if biiing 
the luckless lady was not enough, 
Nagendra hissed out at the husband 
who rushed to rescue his better, but 
now, blue halt Not seemingly brooking 
Ihe unceremonious interfeience by 
Nagamma, the deadly tobia buried his 
fangs in the left hand of his human 
namesake thus (ii) religiously uniting 
the couple even in death on the (in) 
auspicious day The Indian Express (R 
(jopal Kiishna Chiiitamani) 

BOMBAY Belieye it or not God Vitho 
ba ot Pandhaipui and his consult 
Rakhuniai base a ration caid on which 
idtions aie dtawn legularly Mis Shalini 
Paul, Ministei tor Recenue, disclosed 
this duiing her reply to the debate on 
her department’s demands for grants in 
the Assembly She said this in the 
context of raising the revenue depart 
ment’s annual giant to the Pandhaipur 
temple, trom Rs 1,000 to Rs 10,000 She 
said she was aware that even Rs 1(),(K)() 
was not sufficient for the Pujas “but 
then I would like to tell the honourable 
members that gods have a ration 
card"—The Times of India (Hans 
Kumai Bhatia, New Delhi) 

NEW DLLHI For more than eight hours 
a cow disrupted traffic at a busy round 
about near the Shakti Nagar railway 
crossing alter a bus knocked down her 
calf, killing It She would not let anyone 
go near the carcass and made some wild 
charges, keeping the large crowd that 
collected a safe distance away It was 
only after dark that the Municipal Cor 
poration’s men were able to remove the 
carcass But even then the cow con 
tinued to maintain her vigil at the site of 
the accident A dav later her owner 
came and persuaded her to accompany 
him home— The Statesman (Rajinder 
Singh, New Delhi) 


THE people of the country trusted 
only the Nehru family and none 
else Only Mr Rajiv Gandhi could 
fill the vacuum cieated by the 
death of Mr Sanjay Gandhi—Bha 
jan Lai , Haryana Chief Minister 

JAWAHARLAL NEHRU was one of 
history’s greats, a builder of instilu 
tions, not founder of a royal line— 
Nayantara Sahgal in The Indian 
Express 

1 THINK my mother is quite stion 
g And 1 honestly feel that she will 
do a better |ob on her own—Rajtv 
Gandhi quoted in New Delhi 

HF (Rapv Gandhi) looks like a 
gentleman—Aral Behan Vajpayee 
interviewed in Dehonaii 

NOT being a Ministei does not 
mean ihat theie is an eclipse, espe 
cially in a democracy—Jagjivan 
Ram interviewed in Weekend Re 
view 

THF] opposition Parties aie trying 
to create a 197S type situation—C 
M Stephen 

SHEIKH ABDULLAH was more 
than right when he said that India 
did not need Muslim fundamental 
ism—Balasaheb Deoras, RSS chief I 

ON OCCASIONS like Independ 
ence Day, the Piesident’s mouth 
cannot be shut, not even by the 
Prime Minister— Ranajit Roy in 
Business Standard 

IN A new resettlement area (in 
India) the usual pattern is that the 
Hindu quarter will ^et running wa¬ 
ter, electricity, sanitation The ad 
joining Muslim sector will often go 
without—Peter Niesewand in The 
Guardian 

MARX’S irresistable force, the 
working class, has collided with 
Lenin’s immovable object, th^ 
Communist Party (in Poland^—The 
Economist 

I AM tried of screwing around— 
Senator Edward Kennedy 

THERE IS only one inconveni¬ 
ence—It (the operation ) means a 
permanent erection, but none of 
the patients treated considered this 
a disadvantage—An Israeli doctor 
j who claims to have found a cure tor 
impotent men 

I KNOW I’ve got sexy eyes and 
easily attraa men Till three years 
ago I was doing it all the tioie— 
Moushumj Chatterji quoted in f 
Filmfartt 
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W Sunday week 


■ whw l i il MpNaww 14 

TTim we^ the Sun and Jupiter are m Leo. Mercury and Saturn are in Virgo, Mars and Uranus are m Libra, Neptune alone is in Scorpio. 
Kethu alone is m Capricom, Venus and Rahu are in Cancer The Moon will be moving through Scorpio and Sagittanus from Libra 


/[Ty Mm (Maitb 21—April 20) 

f ^ i Your business will make 
W ^ steady progress and a rela- 
tive will prove most helpful 
to you But, at the same 
time, you are advised to conserve your 
energies and resources and to guard 
against deception Love and domestic 
affairs should bring you happiness 
There will be much soaal activity this 
week and, as a result, you may make a 
new friend Elders will contribute to your 
progress You are advised to make any 
changes in plans if necessary Good 
ditas: 14,15,17 and 19 Lucky numtion' 

3. 5 and 6 Favourobio direction North 

,f TAURUS (April 21—May 22) 

y’ IYou will gam this week 

J through your elders 

y i c: ^ ^ 1 - Womenfolk, in particular, 

will be of great help to you 
Take care of your health and that of your 
family members Let your intuititm be 
your guide and follow your hunches 
which will prove reliable especially in 
romance You are advised to maintain 
good terms with your employers and 
those in authonty Apart from your health 
or that of your farrily members, this week 
IS blessed with favounng influences 
Good datas: 16,19 and 20 Lucky numbars' 

4. 7 and 9 Favourable direction: North 
; r ,, GEMINI (May 23-4une 21) 
ik'rffcY ;' Be careful of displeasing 
A'your employers or those in 
''-M-u authonty You are further 

advised to pay special 
attention to business or service details 
Take the advice of elders An elder 
person might cause Vou some trouble 
unless you Kdre care and exercise tact in 
your dealings Prepare yourself for rever¬ 
sals, trials and dif^lties in your person¬ 
al affairs Defer changes, new ventures 
and travel Good data*; 16, 17 and 19 
Lucky nonilMn: 2. 4 and 8 Favourable 
dif o ctl o n : North-west 

CANCER (Jons 22-jHiy 22) 
A new friendship may re- 
suit m a happy romance 
t J An old fnendship 

wiH also be strengthened 
Yoit wHt make steady progress m your 
work There may be a happy event this 
week. You are threatened by ill-health 
but ttie week, on the whole, is good for 
you. Try and expedile business, legal, 
property and domestic matters Be care¬ 
ful of sudden disreputation. You might 
have to undertake a short journey Good 
dalsa: 14,15,16 and 19. Lucky uomburK 
3, 8 and 9. FavoumMo dirocttM: West. 




V,, 
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§ ^41 LEO (July 23—Augutl 22) 

Your stellar portents advise 
■Li you to conserve your re- 
1 ,' sources and check extra¬ 
vagant tendencies Keep 
on good terms with your employers and 
superiors Exercise extra care in dealing 
with elders and property matters Pros¬ 
pects are excellent this week Promo¬ 
tion and improved conditions will follow 
You will achieve success as a result of 
clover hunches and daring enterpnse 
You might incur some medical expenses 
Good datei 15, 17. 19 and 20 Lucky 
numbers: 1,2 and 3 Fivourable direcllont 
South and West 

. ,1 ,v VIRGO (August 23— Suptem- 
, r 22) Apart from the pos- 
S' ‘ J sibility of one sharp rever- 
, ' y sal, your affairs will gener¬ 

ally forge ahead A new 
fnendship will provide you with great 
encouragement but the prospect for ro¬ 
mance IS not favourable just yet You are 
advised to guard against any misunder¬ 
standing with your business partner You 
will have to postpone plans lor travel 
Take care of your health Push all your 
affairs to the utmost without hesitation 
Good dates 17,19 and 20 Lucky numbers 
6. B and 9 Favourable dfrectloa. East 
, • ; j LIBRA (September 23— Geto- 

1 f stellar portents 

\ ''V ’ ; are somewhat conflicting 
'1 Y, .'i ^ But you will overcome your 
difficulties and unexpe^ed 
reversals with the help of Inends Keep a 
close eye on your finances, avoid proper¬ 
ty dealings, foreign investments and spe¬ 
culation Do not shift your residence this 
week A splendid opportunity will come 
your way towards the end of this week 
Take every possible advantage of it 
Guard against ill-heatth Good datas' 17. 
18 and 20 Lucky numbert: 2, 4 and 7 
Favourablo dlracHon. North-west 

SCORPIO (Octobor 23— 
Novambor 21) This IS a very 
auspicious week for you. 
V particularly with reference 

to your business plans Pay 
heed to advice and friendship A happy 
romance wilt develop by the end of this 
week You might have to undertake a 
journey quite unexpectedly You are 
advised not to strain yourself physicatly 
Secret matters are expected to progress 
well and young people and intellectuals 
should contribute to your happiness You 
are advised against-making changes 
Geod dates: 19 and 20. Lucky mimban: 
4 and 9 Favoarabte diracthm: South 


SAGITTARIUS (Novambar 
22—Oacamber 22) Your 
prospects this week are 
i.y I reasonably good But prog¬ 
ress will hardly be spec¬ 
tacular You are advised to check 
extra vagant tendencies A sudden 
change of residence or job will be in your 
interests Your health will improve con¬ 
siderably Be carelul in your dealings 
with partners and members ol the oppo¬ 
site sex Good dates 15, 17, 19 and 20 
Ludty numbers' 1. 3 and 6 Faraurabla 
diraction' West 

, CAPRICORN (Oacembar 23— 
\l' . Jaauary 20) You will benefit 
7’ this week by expected as 
i,^v’■ j well as unexpected means 
Elders and womenfolk will 
contnbute to your good fortune end 
pleasure An unexpected journey will be 
followed by financial benefits and hapjiier 
conditions Avoid taking hasty decisions 
and do not make drastic changes in your 
plans to accommodate unexpected 
events Look after your health which 
might pose problems this week It is not a 
favourable tune for courtship and mar- 
nage Good dates 14 15, 16 and 1 B 
Lucky numbers 1 , to and it Favourable 
diroctiott East 

AQUARIUS (January 21— 

, sasai ^ February 19) This week 

^ 1 would not have proceeded 

f“ too lar before you manage 

to score success in your 
business or financial affairs Sul you are 
advised to exercise care and tact in 
properly matters Be content, m some 
cases, to mark lime and do not antago 
nise your employers or Itiose in authority 
Beware of over impulsiveness Care is 
advised also in correspondence and in 
dealings with members of the opposite 
sex Guod dates 17 and 19 Lucky numbers 
3. 6 and 9 Favourable direction South 
^ PISCES (February 28—March 
20) You will make steady 
progress in all your under- 
takings this week A female 
relative may cause you 
some anxiety but you will overcome this 
by some secret help Be caretui ol elders 
as they will lend to retard any progress 
made by you Ke^ an eye on your 
expenses If you face any difficufties on 
your jKOfessional or domesitc front do 
not be deterred Good dates 14 and 20 
Lucky numbers- 4. 7 and it Favourable 
diraction- North 

M. B. RAMAN 
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AC Re G01N6 BACK TO 
MAKE OUR REPORT TO ^ 
praetor PeRFlDIUS,AND 
THEN WE'LL BE BACK IN 
FORCE TO PICK UP / 
THESE BANPITS' 



r YOU IDIOT, 
We‘VE SOT 

V FIRSTi 












.JA TOP OF THE 
VOUNTA/N.. 




WELL, IF YOU’D 
PICKED UP A FEW 
YOURSELF I WOULDN'T 
HAVE TO LEND YOU 
SOME OF MINE 



'•4i 








WE'LL 

SHELTER IN 
THIS CAVE 








NOW ALL we HAVE TO DO IS WA T ^ 
TR THE REPRESENTATIVES OF THfc 
T’HEP C_ANS AND THfeN WE 
"SANISE O JR a TTACK ON A' ERlA 
THE PEOPLE OF MY VILLAGE HAVE 4 
SCNT T ^tM WORD 


^ LET S HOPE the 
■PRAETOR DOeSN T 
-|A,F ME T'^GET HIS 
loot to SAFETT / 


L7' 


it' 






anyway we LIKE 
THE MAQUIS 
DOGMATIX AND 
ME ITS full 
or PIGS ^ 

AND 1) 

fi( MANSI,. 







•N THE PRAETOR'S 
OFFICE IN ALEFNA.. 
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THE FACT THAT YOU 
ARE THEONi-Y NATIVE 
CORSiCAN LEGIONARY 
MAKES YOU IDEAL FOR TVllS 
SECRET MISSION. SERVE 
, ME WELL AND YOU 
K W ’N'T REGRET, IT 
» SALAMlY ' ^ 
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RAJIV'S FRIEND, 
ABBAS _ 

1 he nation’s biggest man hunt is 
liiodiicing results people tlost to 
Mr Kapv (landhi are being lixattil 
Heading the batting oidei is the 
dapper Abbas All Baig of the feio 
nous square drive tame Ihe Ox 
lord educated Baig has also the dis 
miction of twin maidens a ceniuiv 
in maiden apiieaiance and an aftei 
centiiiv kiss from an unknown 
maiden smack on the cheeks and in 
full view of the galleiv 

Predictably, the fust to sense 
Baig’s imjxirtaiice was the redoubt 
able Siddhaitha Shankar Kay, the 
toiiner C hitf Minister ol West Ben 
gal and once Mrs (laiidhi’s «lose 
confidant Ray, whose political for 
tunes slumped since he treaded on 
the toes of Rajiv’s yotingei biothei,^ 
IS wisei altci the event He now 
seeks a belated second innings and, 
iherc'foie, a leentiv lo Mis (Ian 
dhi’s Congress through his 
enemy's brother academically, a 
possibility that escaped even the 
.ittention of both ( hanakva and 
Machiavcili Othei guests who 
olten tome to dintiei include names 
that would send shivers down the 
1 ICC I spine Sample Bn la, Cociika 
and Mod) Vivek Rhaiatiam him 
self a close tiieiul ol Rapv is also a 
fiequi lit c.illei Baig whose innings 
III ciickct did not livi up lo tin 
c.iilv pioiiiisi IS w l>( till icgioii 
,il nianagci loi lliudiist.in liiodo 

HIGH FLIER 

DhTAILS are now available about 
the aerobatics of the Union Hotis 
iiig Minister, Prakash Chand Sethi, 
whose love for government airc laft 
IS well known (Sunday 18 May) The 
Madhya Pradesh Vidhan Sabha was 
informed about Mr Sethi’s trips by 
Slate government aircraft recently 
and It appears that during the re 
cent spell of President’s rule in the 
state, Mr Sethi used the planes and 
helicopters almost every other day 
Besides Delhi, he flew to far off 
places like Bombay, Srinagar, 
Pune, Chandigarh and Jaipur, 
which are all served bv convenient 
Indian Airlines flights On 19 April 
akme, Mr Sethi flew from Nagpur 
to Delhi, Delhi to Bhopal, back to 
Delhi and again on to Bhopal Two 
days later, on 21 April, he flew from 
Bhopal to Delhi, Delhi to Jaipur, 
Jaipur to Bhopal, Bhopal to Delhi 
and was back in Bhopal for the 
night In contrast V C Shukla 
made only five trips bv state an 
Cl aft in the same peiiod 



SuggMtiMi for $ cr$st 


BOTH MISS THE BUS 

ON 11 Maich Apt Pari|a was made 
the picsicleiit ol the West BcMigal 
P(C(I) But the ad hoc executive 
committee list was not leleased It 
was released five months later on 
20 August Ihe leasoii for this de 
lav a dispute between Union Lner 
gv Miiiistei \ B A Ghani Khan 
Choudhuiv and ( ommerce Minis 
tei Pianab Muklieriee It was de 
1 icled that there would be four 
geiieial secietaiies But when San 
lav Gandhi was alive, Ghani Khan 
Clioudhiiry wanted .Siibiata 
Mukhei lee as a general secretary, 
but Pranab Mukhei jee was 
opposc'd to this He wanted Somen 
\lilia as a general secreiaiv and 
noi Siihrata Sanjay Gandhi howev 
ei did not want either of them to be 
geiieial secretaiies Both Subiata 
and Somen made tiequent trips to 
Delhi to plead then respective 
c ast s 1 he sc eiie. howev er, changed 
onic Saiipiv died Mrs Gandhi then 
took cliaigc of compiling the list 
(ih.ini Khan Choudhury new de 
cwltcl to bai k .Somen Mitia as a 
geneial secietaiv and Pranab 
Mukheijee decidc'd to back Sub 
laia Mikhcipe When the list was 
aiuiounct cl, however, neither of the 
two weie made genetal secretary It 
was deal tioin the list that the 
peofile SanjdV Gandhi wanted were 
made membeis I or example, a lot 
of notable names were missing 
tiom the list I) P C hattoiiadhyaya, 
Ashok .Sen, l,akshmi Kanta Bose, 
Band Baian Das and Suniti Chat 
toi.ij While a luinibei of people 
who had not expected to become 
executjve meiiibcis became so Of 
course, the people who lost the 
most (including money) wete ,Sub- 
raia Mukhei jee and Somen Mitra 
both had spent a lot ol money flying 
in frequently to Dc llii 


RANI'S SUICIDE 


THE suicide of a 20 year-oid girl in 
a south Delhi government colony, 
Sarojini Nagar, has possibly jeopar¬ 
dised the political careers of some 
top young members of the Congres- 
s(l). including some MPs The g^rl. 
Rani, had been seen in the com 
pany of these young politicians for 
the past few months, and docu 
menis allegedly left behind by her 
had a few things to say about these 
men But as such a scandal could 
have shaken the ruling Party, the 
police, according to an allegation 
made by Mr B B Gupta, moved in 
and destroyed all the incriminating 
evidence Mr Gupta is the secretai v 
of the local residents’ association, 
and claims that he has seen the 
police remove a red diary and a 
sciatch pad besides a suicide note, 
from the house where the suicide 
look place 

Additional commissioner M B 
Kaushal, who heads the south Delhi 
police has told the Piess that the 
suicide was “a routine one (sic) in 
which no foul play was suspected ” 
But the version of B B Gupta, who 
claims to have been present at 
Rani’s house ihioughout, light at 
tei the suic'de till the body was 
leinovcd, has left some doubts ah 
out the veracity of the police state 
mint Rani lived in Delhi with her 
sistci, who too was acquainted w itli 
the voiing politicians 

Hi^EST WlNISTER ~ 

JANAKI Ballabh Patnaik, the pre 
sent Chief Miiiistei of Oiissa, has 
created a very good impression 
among the staff of the Indian Tour 
ism Development Corporation’s 
hotels division It IS a practice in 
the Union Tout ism and Civil Avia 
tion Ministry lo piovide the 
Cabinet Minister in charge and his 
junior Ministers with furniture, car 
pets, etc, from Ashok Hotel Nor 
mally these are never returned and 
are ultimately written off But in 
the case of J B Patnaik, all the 
belongings of Ashok Hotel were not 
only leturned, but came back in 
good condition too But the Ashok 
Hotel staff had a different expert-* 
ence with Mr Patnaik’s deputy, Mr 
Kartik Oraun, who too was recently 
shifted from the Tourism Ministry 
When they went to remove their 
goods from Mr Oraon’s residence, 
they were shooed away aod re¬ 
minded that even tJiough Mr Oraon 
was not in the Tourism Ministry any 
longer, he was still a Minister, 

0. E. NIZAMUDDIN 
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QUALITY CONTROL 


On ttw way to plenty, ‘pedifpee’ 
must never suffer Every watdi that 
leaves the assembiy room shouM be 
a piece of perfection After 15 mrtiion 
watches and 20 pkmeering years, 
HMT can stand by this With * 
authority 


Every fear 4 laaories and 14 assembly 
unts produce close to 4 iraHnn HMT 
waicties 

Oe^ Uns heavy output the quality has 
reraalMd imiiecGable 

Wwi's the secret behm this success^ 

SMple 


HMT right from the word go has Watch Oivision 

belteved m svlng a breed tha is pure class I [ 

To ensure this a massive quality control 
department has been established it is armed T I J 

to Its teeth with world class testing 
maemnes and manned by high calibre techni '•''*^“1x10 nJ 
Clans "K NATION i 

Result you ge! a w«ld class watch at a Factories I 
reasonabte prftf •8artgdior«(i4 id I 

Such penchant tor qutfdy has its other iTurnhw" ’ 

rewards too 

Today HMT watches are known wivid 
wide 

Over Rs 10 imUion worth oi these watches 
were exported last year 

And the world is asking lor more' 

So. N HMT watches werk herd, I'l 
hecauee HMT wertied hard for thea 

FOr 20 teag years nSSBHHHmi 








HMT-W 100S-BC 






With (h»’ SiijOi’ f itshjoo 
I'.ii.ttU' of ht'.uififiil hihrics 

MiptMlt lOVOUS 

1 ('iouis, i'xqiiisito (ovturps 
No utMuioT SiiK->rs 

s»>art*tf to ♦’vt’n 
ftfutfus- 


Suiart fDIHs Ltd 





^Freedom of the Press 



does not 

ibjhl6 

dictator¬ 

ship 

of the 
editor^ 

K. K. Birla, business 
magnate and owner of 
Hindustan Times, 
talks to M. J. Akbar on 
how he runs his paper 
and what he feels 
about the economy 
and the government. 









Fly the world 
with us. We know 
three good ways. 



Because we 
fly the world tweryi^ 
day, we have a 
good idea of what 
the world wants 
from an airline. 

Which is why we 
can show you 
three good ways 
to fly: 

There’s First Class windows—so you 
with Pan Am’s famous can read, relax or 
Sleeperette® seat that sleep, 
stretches out the length Or, Clipper® 
of four and a half Class. The special 


section created for 
business travellers 
with an empty 
seat beside you 
whenever possible. 

Or Full Service 
Economy Class 
which offers 
international service, 
no matter what 
price you pay. 

After all, what 
good is flying all over 
the world if you 
can’t enjoy it? 


C4 

c: 



Weflythewortd 
theway the woikl wants tofly 
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What does it mean to be one of India’s loading newspaper 
owners and mdustnalists’’ How does one deade one's relations 
with workers’ unions, editors and the govemmenf^ Where do 
priorities clashWhy does one make, and what does one hope to 
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Are "Centurion tanks and spares being sold to "undesirable’ 
parties and that too at ridiculously low pnces'? Ninety tanks sold 
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Editor M 


There are three lakh Pakistanis hving a mtsarable hfe in 
Bangladesh refugee camps. Their only ambition since 1972 is to 
go bade to Pakistan but their efforts to date have faded They are 
neglected by Bangladesh and the Pakistani government refuses 
to recognise them as their citizens Paga22 
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SEVENTY FIVE 
YEARS OF 
WELFARE 
BANKING 


In 1906 in a small tiled house of 
Mangalore a group of people 
pooled their resources to 
start a co-operative venture 
The Canara Hindu Permanent 
Fund had but one objective at its 
core — to help the weaker 
sections of society by 
encouraging habits of thrift 
and saving 

Canara Bank today has grown 
into one of the largest 
nationalised banks of the 
country but it has stayed true 
to the Ideals that gave it birth 

Our tremendous pace of growth 
has been satisfying in terms of 
the thousands of people whose 
futures we have been able to 
shape whose lives we have 
touched with hope Our 
dedication in turn has helped 
generate further growth 


MEASURE OUR 
GROWTH BY 
THE NUMBER 
OF LIVES WE 
HAVE SHAPED 


Today s imposing edifice of 
almost Rs 1.600crores in 
defxjsits, Rs 1,000 crores in 
advances, with over 1 200 
branches all over the country 
has been built on a foundation 
of goodwill, faith and 
confidence of people from all walks 
of life 

As we enter our 75th year we 
re-dedicate ourselves to the 
concept of the founders an 
institution that would steep itself 
in the lives of people sharing the 
good times, tiding them over the 
bad 

CANARA 
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Because pilferers are getting better at their job 
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PriBsti rhmb up the 70 tool high sceltoUtng 
and pertofm the Uaha Ma<itakabhisheka 
1008 poK ol sa< red water are poured over 
the head nt Lord Bahubah to/towed by the 
nlual bathing ol the statue amh milk ghee 
curds sihrei and gold corns ttowers 
Vermillion •satfron and sanrjahvood 


Shravanaljelagola A small town in 
Karnataka with a population ol under 
5000 But once in every 12 14 years 
Shravanabelagola suddenly becomes 
a major pilgrimage centre drawing 
lakhs of Jam devotees and tounsis 
from all over India and abroad 

The Maha Mastakabhisheka 

They come to celebrate the spectacular 
Maha Mistakohhisheka ceremony the 

sacred head anointing of the 57 loot 
high stdtjp ol Jain sage I ord Bahubali 
(also Known as Gomateshvara] Shravana 
beiaqoid IS one ot the oldest and 
holiest of Jam [wignmage centres 
and streams ol devotees flock here 
atl year round But at the time ol the 
Maha Mastakabhisheka the celebrations 
assume truly awe inspiring proportions 

1000th Year Celebrations 


Special Arrangements 

Karnataka expects over 10 lakh pilgrims 
at Shravanabelagola tor the occasion 
Special satellite towns are being 
set up and transportation and other 
facilities are being oiganised 
Karkala Dharmasiala Venur and Mooda 
bidn also important places ol 
pilgnmage are at a convenient travel 
ling distance from Shravanabelagola 
Belurand Haleb'd with their world 
famous temples are just a few miles 
away So is Bangalore the Garden City 
and gateway to South Indn ' 

We extend to you i warm invitation to 
attend the Maha Mastakabhisheka and 
the 10OOlh Year Celebrations 
Welcome to Shravanabelagola 
And to Karnataka the 
many splendoured Slate 


I he Maha Mastakabhisheka ol I ebruary 
March 1981 is ol spec lal siqnilicanc e 
For It coincides with ttie 1000th 
anniversary pf the installation ol 
the statue 



f or further inlormation contact 
The Commissioner (or Information 
& Tourism 

Government ot Karnataka 
9 St Mark s Road 
Bangalore 560 001 r—i 

-KdiTiatdka 

Tounsmo 


Karnataka 
welcomes you 
to ttie 

Maha Mastakabhisheka 

And the 1000th Year Celebrations 
at Shravanabelagola. 



1981 


WofkTi Biggeat monolithic Stmtu* 

TheSt toot rngh statue ol lord Bahubali (also knomi as 
Oomaiashimraj has been caned out of a smgia rack Complamd 
aroundset Ab * shows the Jam sage so absorbed to penance 
dial wnes have begun to grow along ha limbs and antruestorm 
aroundtmlaei while ha stands n absolute iranguKky 


MCA KT/60 
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Whose mistake? 


TT IS sutpnstng that in “Kashmir is m 
XEast India” (10 August) the name of 
the National Council of Educational Re 
search and Training (NCERT) (not 
‘Teaching’ as reported) should have been 
dragged The opening sentence of the 
Item mentioned that a class 111 textbook 
“Elementary Social Studies” by J I ustt 
was an NCERT publication whereas from 
the penultimate sentence of the same 
Item one learns that the bo<ik was pub 
lished by M/s Pitamber Depot of Di Ihi 
One book cannot obviuusl> be published 
by two publishers The textbook was not 
published bv NCERl and as such wc are 
not responsible foi inaccuracies tf any 
in It 

r S Sarma Fubhe Rehtiont Officer 
NCFRr Sew Delhi 

THl textbook in question is not pub 
lished by the NCFRT and the authoi ot 
tht book IS not an educational bigwig, 
whatever thit may mean I he mistake 
Swarup Jtna pointt d out may easily havt 
been the work of a printer s devil fht 
children ot class IV in this school tnot 
class III IS was slated) were asked to 


correc t the error in their textbooks and 
hence cannot be said to have been taught 
what IS plainly erroneous 

Mr Jena’s zeal ought to base ltd him 
to the school to find out what is actually 
Iieing taught and this would have been 
of much greater educational value to 
everyone rather tlian the course he 
cho-'c However for the further informa 
lion of sour readers I wish to inform you 
that I have written to the authoi to draw 
his attention to tht error in the bcKik and 
ask the publishers to icctifv it in the iit xt 
edition 

l,aslly whilt on the subject of eirois 
may I point out that three inaccuracies in 
reporting such a simple mallei within 
alxiul 2{M) winds i* loud enough foi 
iidleetiun on the integrity ol the puhlica 
tion'* 

//cacfmisr/tss St /osep/i s iiig/i School 
Bhubdtteswar 

The book was prescribed’, not ‘pub 
lished” by the National Council ot hdu 
rational Research and Training VPe 
made a mistake hut that does not detract 
fiom the strength of the story —Editor 


A t a time of crisis ( A crisis in 
Kashmir,” 17 August), Slii ikh Abdul 
lah has done well to restore faith in the 
hearts of millions like Gandhiji, he 
rc minded us all that Hindu Muslim Sikh 
and Christian could live with dignity 
Deepavan Ghosh ^4 Parganas 

, MR AKBAR is not correct in calling 
Kashmir “the only state where a muionty 
IS a majority ” He has forgotten Megha 
laya, Mizoram and Nagaland where 
C hristianv are ih a majority 
Rajat Chowdburv, Hoogbly 


Blame the British 

X N HIS “controversial speech (10 Au 
gust) on 13 July this year. Sheikh 
Abdullah said, “Kashmiris were sold as a 
salable commodity ” He did not mention 
that the “sale” took place when India 
was under British rule In free India, 
Kashmir has been given special attention 
and It enjoys a special status Yet, the 
Sheikh IS dissati^ied 
Prasanta Bhattacharjee, Murshidabad 


A voice 

6C A Bill na jao chhorh kar ’ (17 
xjLAugust) was an excellent tribute 
to our late “Aasman se aaya Earishta ’ It 
portrays the man and artist in Rafi—a 
person with emotion sensation, and im 
agination 

Sisir Ranjan Bhattac harya Calcutta 
MOHAMMED RAFI was not for an age, 
he was for all time It was aptly said 
“Jab tak suraj aur chand rahega tab tak 
Rafi Saheb ka madhur awaaz rabegi ” 

S A Reheman, Patna 

ANIL GROVER forgot to mention the 
song “Babul ke duayen leti jaa” from 
Neelkamal which won Mohammed Rafi 
the Padmashree in 1967 Also the immor 
tal Rafi Lata duet in “Zindagi bhar na 
heen bhoolegi” from Barsaat Ki Raat was 
the “Record of all time” in Binaca Geet 
Mala in 1960 The unforgettable hit of 
1978, “Kya hua tera wada” not only 
fetched Rafi a Filmlare award but also 
won him the award for the best male 


for ever _ 

playback singer that year Mr Grover 
could have also mentioned Rafi’s latest 
song in Aas Paas 
H M Attaullah, Khurda Road 

THL difference between Rafi and 
Kishore was that Rafi made stars of 
actors (like the singing stat, Shammi 
Kapoor) and stars (like Rajesh Khanna) 
made Kishore famous Rafi's songs be 
came popular even on the lips of un 
known actors, while Kishore's popularity 
grew simultaneously with that of Rajesh 
Khanna and later Amitabh Bachhan In 
cidenially, Rafi was also to record a 
Bengali song for Mukul Dutta, as a 
tribute to Uttam Kumar, who died re 
cently 

Rais Ahmed, Calcutta 

IN THE picture on page 22, the man 
weeping over Rafi’s dead body is Zahir, 
his brother m law and secretary, not his 
brother, as the caption says 
Geery Donsena, Sundargarb 


Censors' lang u age? 

T HE central government has banned 
Lok Parlok (®Cutl” 10 August), pend¬ 
ing the court’s decision on the film on the 

g round that it mocks Hindu mytholim 
ut the Tamil and Telugu versions of the 
film were not banned This is ridiculous 
K P Andavan, Salem 

WHILE It IS tme that the Telugu original 
of Lok Parlok* was a commercial success, 
the film did not have a record silver 

G ' dee run in 14 centres Adavi Ramudu 
alrea^ had a silver jubilee run at 16 
centres The statement that the film 
drew full houses for 100 days is an 
euggeration, it could barely complete 

LaJcfihnu Kamalakar, Debradun 


_Clean the 

R ASHEED TALlB’s analysis “Can Mrs 
Gandhi provide a national ennsen 
sus’” (27 July) was thought provoking 
Mr Tahb put the problems and achieve 
ments of Mrs Gandhi before and after the 
Emergency as well as at present and in 
the future in the proper perspective To 
the four goals that he says we must try to 
achieve in order to get the country 
moving again I would, however, add a 
fifth a complete overhaul of public 
-administration both at the centre and 
states Good intentions and worthwhile 
policies will get us nowhere unless there 
IS the machinery to implement them The 
existug government machmery u not 
even sufficient to mainiau law and order 


machin e_ 

for which It was onginally created by the 
British, let alone controlling the economy 
and pushing it along the path of develop 
ment 

S Kar, Calcutta 

IT SEEMS Rasheed Tahb is of the opin 
ion that India’s problems can be solved in 
the present political system In his 
assessment of the Janata Parly and Mrs 
Gandhi he has departed from ihc tun 
damental truth that the social forces 
behind both are socially detrimental 
The political system is dominated by 
vested interests This rules out the estab¬ 
lishment of an egalitarian society 
Subroto Lahtn, Howrah 
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"* ii Indian history" (13 May, 

X 1979) by Chand Joshi stated. 
"Simultaneously, the CIA had spread its 
network to the Indian mass media. As 
early as In 1958, Mr P. N Monan)y, home 
secretary of Orissa, asked a major En> 
glish daily to replace its Orissa corres¬ 
pondent in the state capital as he was 
alleged to be in the pay of ‘a major 
western power’* the government had 
accused him of tendentious reporting 
with a view to overthrowlna the Congress 
government in Orissa and replacing it 
with the Ganatantra Parishad, a Right 
Wing combine of deposed native princes. 
Unlveaities were also blanketed with 
American propaganda from now on." 

This is highly irresponsible, tenden¬ 
tious, motivated and libellous I am sorry 
I could not reply to the charge im 
mediately as 1 was suffering from sun 
stroke when it was brought to my notice 
At the time of receipt of the government 
letter I was manager of Press Trust of 
India, and toi respondent of The States 
man and The Hindu simultaneously The 
letters to the two dailies were virtually 
ideniicdl, wanting me to be replaced 
immediately, preferably before August 
t9S8 The letter to PTI was d.ited 
7 6 19S8 and those to the newspapers 
16 6 1958 

The following is the text of the letter 
to The Hindu “Government are of the 
view that Sri N R Swami, present re^re 
sentative of the Press Trust of India in 
Ortssa, has been deliberately misrepre 
senting facts about the Goveiiimcnt of 
Orissa and individual Ministers in his 
Press reports with a view to dist.rediting 
the present Party in powei Infoimation 
has also been leceived that he has been 
siding with the Ganatantra Paiishad of 
Orissa and is in the payroll of a foreign 
embassy interested in the ousting of tne 
Congiess government from powci in 
Orissa 

**10 the interest of administiaiiun Gov 
ernment desire that Sii N R Swami 
should quickly be replaced, preferably 
before August 1958 1 am desired to bring 
these facts to your notice foi necessary 
action ’’ 

These letters were received when the 
Congress Ministry in Orissa led by Dr 
Hareknshna Mahatab was desperately 
clinging to power with divisions in us 
own ranks and the doubtful support of 
four or five Jharkhand members The 

Weird, dangerous 

T he incidents mentioned in "The liv¬ 
ing witches of Karnataka” (17 Au 
gust) were astonishing in this scientific 
age How the sorcerers can inflict pain 
and injury on their victims without 
physical contact is amazing The govern¬ 
ment should try its best to identify the 
sorcerers and punish them 
Senapati Behera, Berhampur, Onssa 


A SIMILAR shocking incident occurred 
in northern Orissa. A few days back, in a 
village in the Keonjhar district, a 13- 
vear-cld girl was murdered Her left 
hand was severed. The left humerus of 
spinsters is said to have great use in 
sorcerers’ rituals. 

Chiamoy Hota, Karattjia, Onssa 


Proved uinocent 

government was anxious that I should be 
replaced before the end of August 1958 
as my reports were objective and not to 
their liking The then general manager of 
the fTI, Mr D P. Wtgle, was also anxious 
to comply with the state government 
directive in spite of being dissuaded by 
Justice Patanlali Shastri^^a former Chief 
Justice of India, anti A u. Mani, editor, 
Hitavada, who were then members of the 
PTI board of directors 

The PTI general manager directed me 
to get ready for a transfer from Orissa 
without naming the place of transfer and, 
possibly on account of this, found himself 
in B “jam" and did not rescind the order 
The stalemate continued till October 
1958 and meanwhile Mr Wagle retired 
His successor, finding himself in an awk 
ward situation, asked me to give up my 
arrangement with Ihe Statesman and 
The Hindu without any compensation 
Incidentally, 1 first established the PTI 
office in Cuttack and worked on a salary 
of Rs 60 per month, using my two bicy 
cles and sharing the house rent with 
other tenants, in 1938 

Under these circumstances, I retired 
fiom PTI in October 1958 and subse 
quently tiled a detamation suit against 
the Government of Onssa with Mr P N 
Mohanty as defendant number two and, 
after a 12 ytai struggle, won the case in 
the lowtr court and the Onssa High 
Couit which dismissed all the charges 
levelled against me in the Onssa Govern 
ment’s letters to the PI I, Ihe Statesman 
and The Hindu 

As regards the allegation in Sunday 
t,hat I was paid by the t lA this did noi at 
all figure in the letter ol the home 
sectetary or in the aiguments in the 
eouits The lettei also did not mention 
the name ot the loie ign eountrv itt\ olved 
The High ( ourt ludgmtnt was published 
in full in itu Indian Law Repot is ( ut 
tack bents, beginning from piig. 1264 
(T97()) The luelgment said iliai in rdply 
to a pointed question during the heating, 
the governmciu advocate “candidly 
stated that there is no evidence to sup 
port the allegation” tiiat Mr Swami was 
in the payroll of a foreign embassy The 
authoi of the letter, Mr P N Mohantj, 
who gave evidence both for himself and 
the State of Orissa, stated in the course 
of his deposition that “the only object ot 
Orissa Government to write a letter to 
PTI was replacement of the Plaintifi” 

Which watch ?_ 

T he time of Uttain Kumar's death has 
been variously noted as 9 15 pm m 
“Calcutta’s tarewell” (3 August), ‘9 IS’ in 
‘‘Scenes ’ and 9 30 pm in the nursing 
home leport Which is correct^ 

J C Dev, Shillong 

A wido w’s hopes 

CC A MARRIAGE of consequence” (10 
XxAugusc) was the tale of a deter¬ 
mined fauier, unorthodox bridegroom 
and a receptive community free from 
religious superstition It is heartening 
that society can in fact absorb wridows 
like Maniu Jam who have remarried and 
hope to build a happy home. 

Shyamal Gupta, Burdwan 


Mr Mohanty also stated that “the State 
Government had two objects in view, 
namely serving the broader interest of 
journalism, secondly, protecting their 
own interest. By the order of tranuer the 
State Government came to> the conclu¬ 
sion that their own interest had been 
served and that no further action should 
be taken.” 

The matter came up for debate in 
Parliament and the Prime Minister, deal¬ 
ing with the allegation that I was in the 
payroll of a foreign embassy, said. "We 
did take notice as soon as we learnt of it 
and enquired into the matter. Thereup¬ 
on, the Orissa Government told us that 
(hey themselves enquired further into 
the matter and felt that the previous 
statement made by them was not ade¬ 
quately justified ” 

I agree that it is a serious matter and 
the Hume Secretary did not function as 
he should have done Of course, the 
serious mattet is not only the Home 
Secretary writing, but the possible basis 
for his writing We enouired into the 
basis and we tound that he did not have 
sufficient justification for doing so Even 
if he had justification he had no business 
to write ” 

the High Court had also observed 
that “the conduct of the State Govern¬ 
ment clearly shows that they were not 
actuated by any sense ot duty—broader 
inierest of journalism—and the sole con¬ 
sideration was their own interest If 
interest ot lournahsm was the considera¬ 
tion their conduct would ha^ been very 
ditteient and the .State Governmefit 
would have come forward to support the 
allegations when called upon by the 
employers of the Plaintiff ” It added that 
“the materials placed above clearly show 
that broader interest of journalism was 
iievi r the consideration of the State 
(government in writing the defamatoiy 
lettei " Resides figuiing in Pathament’s 
debates, the allegation against me was 
also debated in the Onssa Assembly for a 
much longer time—over three days The 
High Court awarded me total damages 
with costs of over Rs 30,000 and the 
government had to pay the amount to 
me 

N R ^Hdini, Bhubaneswar 

We t egret and apologise for any 
etrors made in Chand Joshi’s 
ariule —Editor 

Everybody’s game 

C HARGES of corruption against Chan- 
na Reddy (“Our most corrupt CM?” 3 
August) are being bandiSd about by the 
dissidents. Which CM did not make 
enough money? Some have financial in- 
tereatf in industries and a few have 
Started hotels. Many Andhra politicians 
who came to Hyderabad in 1956 had 
none of tlie wealth they now have 
Saaaaaa l^aha, Hyderabad 

EVERYONE in Andhra Pradesh knows 
that ttej^reaent CM i< tii* 
has had by any atatulards. His good work 
and dadkatlon art emmpIary.The move 
to oust him was timecl with Sanjay's 
death. The dissidents hoped to achieve 
their object by confusing the sad PM 
G.A. Rao, Calcutta 
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Freedom of 
the Press doe 
net mean the 

dictatorship 
of the editor 



K. R. Birla talks to M. J. Akbar 



MR BIRLA, you are not merely an industrial¬ 
ist, you are, as the term goes, a captain of 
industry You are also reputed to be very close 
to the government Is that true? 

A- (Laughs) Thai is really for the govern¬ 
ment to say well, I certainly admire Mrs Gandhi I think, 
among all the leaders she is the only one who can give 
stability to the country 

Q Yes, you have been an old supporter, you even led a 
piocession in support of Mrs Gandhi and the Emergency, if 
I lemember correctly 

A That is a wrong impression that many people have 
that I led a delegation in support of the Emergency That is 
not so When Mrs Gandhi got a stay order from the 
Allahabad High Court (after the judgment unseating her), 
at that time there was a move by various people that she 
should be asked to resign And I led a delegation in support 
of her so that she was not pressurised to resign and urged 
that she should stay, that was not in support of the 
Emergency at all This procession was led even before the 
Emergency was imposed 

Q Do you support the decisions on the economy taken 
during the Emergency, and would you like another 
Emergency to be imposed on the country so that a similar 
industtial climate mky come back^ 

A No, I would not support another imposition of 
Emergency My feeling is that in 197S the Emergency was 
foiced on Mrs Gandhi I remember the kind of opposition 
she faced then My feeling is that in case there is any 
dispute against the government, the matter should be taken 
up in Parliament in a democratic manner, not by proces¬ 
sions, hditah ,etc I have no doubt that Mrs Gandhi herself 
did not want the Emergency Reimposition of the Emergen¬ 
cy, III my opinion, should be avoided 

Q But do you support the decisions taken on industrial 
relations during the tmergency. for instance, th^ banning 
ot strikes^ 

A 1 would hesitate to support such a decision even if it 
was made in an Emergency, but 1 would certainly suggest 
that, considering the condition through which the country 
IS passing—I mean, this really takes us to the larger 
question of labour—thert should be a moratorium on 
strikes and lockouts, both Aftei all, in 1979 we lost 43 
million mandavs in these lockouts and strikes, and it is 
nothing hut criminal waste of resources 

Q Arc \ (III implying that stakes result from the faults of 
workeis and not industrialists^ 
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A No, 110 It could be either way, it could be workers, it 
could be o Miers also Except that my belief is, to be honest 
fe 1 lat workers are more responsible But the point is that a 
^ country like India, which economically is so poor, so 
backward cannot really afford to have these strikes and 
lockouts and something should be done 
Q Even to the extent of banning strikes^ 

A That probably may be an extreme step, and in a 
democracy that sort of thing shouldn’t happen But I think 
that in case certain stejps are taken, and in case we can h^ve 
an agreement with labour also, we can come to a sort of 
gentlemen’s agreement on a moratorium on strikes and 
lockouts Emergency or no Emergency we must appreciate 
that India is passing through an economic crisis We do not 
have to be reminded that something can be only done in an 
Emergency I think we, i e government labour and industry 
should take the initiative and try and come to some sort of 
understanding 

Q Are you happy with the industrial poIn.y which the 
government has recently outlined^ 

A It IS a beginning, but much is still to be done 
, Q Yes, but what is this beginning like^ 

I A So many things have been left untouched for 

example, in my opinion piomoters’ contribution The 
present minimum which is stipulated as the promoters’ 
contribution is far too high, particularly in view of the 
inflation and the high cost of machines and equipment 
Piomoters are finding it more difficult to find their share 
I he debt equity ratio I think we should have a far more 
flexible policy in this After all in Japan industiies were 
built up by a very liberal debt equity ratio In our countiy 
we have a ratio of 2 1 sometimes it is I 1 very raielv, as in 
the shipping industry it is higher 

Q What kind of ratio would sou like^ 

A Without any hesitation 4 1, and in some cases 0 1 
also Provided the financial institut ins are convinced tb it 
It IS a good project, that the people behind it aie I would 
not say top businessmen, but good, honest people I think 
the institutions should relax the latio 
Q But who IS a good honest peison^ 

A Well, even now the public institutions have to make 
their own enquiries So mv suggestion is that wherevei they 
aie convinced that such and such is a good case, they should 
relax 

Q Don’t you think that industiialisi\ h\ andlatge, ha\c 
built up a bad reputation in our countiy^ 

A It you are talking about the unpopularity of business 
men as a whole I am inclined to agree with you Whether 
they are responsible for that or not is another maitei 
Businessmen as a class do not enjoy the confidence of the 
public There are many reasons When there is a shoitage of 
so many things, when there is a blackmarket, when there 
are controls, then for any grievance that the public may 
have the blame goes on the businessman 

Q I find myself becoming cynical when the word 
contiols’ IS coupled so easily with blackmaiketing Do you 
think hlackmarketing is only a result of controls, or is it also 
a result of the greed of businessmen'^ 

A Basically it is a result of controls, because controls 
really mean that some sort of artificial element is intro 
duced in the whole system, and when there is a shortage, 
just as the law of gravity is there, the law of supply and 
demand is equally powerful, which many people do not 
realise 

Q But where is the law of supply and demand working 
ns a VIS the prices of sugar^ It seems to me that the law of 
exploitation is working there 
A How do you say that’ 

Q Prices have risen by 300 per cent in the last year The 
shortage is simply not that much 

A There was a real shortage, and the law of supply and 
demand does not work like arithmetic, there are always 
distortions in it And it is quite possible that once an item is 
in shortage, blackmarketeers and hoarders corner stocks, 
creating a further shortage and further raising prices 
Q Why don’t you lead a procession demanding stricter 
punishment for blackmarketeers and hoarders^ 

A (Laughs) As far as possible we should try and avoid 
these processions That (referring to 1975) was a special 
case 


0 More seriously how do you account for this govern 
meat's inability to control prices^ 

A There are a number of factors one is that inflation is 
partly imported—the price of oil, for instance But all the 
same I personally believe that there are many other 
countries in the world, for example. West Germany japan, j 
Austria who too have to import oil, and they have been 
able to keep their inflation under check There is no reason 
why wt cannot do the same thing In West Germany 
inflation is about 5* 2 per cent, in Austria it is five per cent ' 
Inflation around that figure is not woiiisome, but any 
inflation above ten per cent is bad, if we could keep it at ten ‘ 
per cent it is tolerable, and if we can keep it at five to six 
per cent it is good But a lot ot problems are adding to 
inflation Oil Then the labour situation As I mentioned, 
we lost million mandavs in 1979 In 1975 the mandays 
lost weie only 22 million so 1979’s record was almost 
double that Then take the case of power The power 
position IS in a mess Out supply is short of the requiiement 
by almost 16 per cent In the public sector, onlv 44 per cent 
output (has been available) in the piivate sector, the 
output IS over 90 per cent both in Tata companies and in 
our company at Renukoot In the past we had attained a 
power output ratio of 55 per cent—25 per cent more than 
the present performance We, in the oiganised sector, 
pioduce Rs 40,000 crores of goods a year an increase of 25 
per cent in powei generation would lead to an additional Rs 
10,000 crores worth of additional production, which would 
immediately bring down inflation 

Now in our economy productivity has to play a very 
important role I have always been in lavoui of higher 


wages for workers, unless there are increased wages, how 
can we generate more purchasing power in the public’ But 
side by side there should be greater productivity also 
Monsoons, of couise, also play an important role, and this 
year fortunately we have had very good monsoons 
Q Would you like power generation to be given to the 
private sector’ 

A Well, in case the government wants our assistance we 
are always ready to give it, certainly 

Q But this goes against the spirit of the industrial polic y 
formulated by Pandit Nehru in 19% 

A Our policy should be pragmatic There are so many 
ways in which the government can (bring to book) anyone 
who wanted to cheat, that theie is no reason for additional 
or unnecessary controls Secondly, policies should be made 
on the basis of what, at a given moment, is in the inteiest of 
a nation 

Q Do you feel then that laisseifaire economy is in the 
best interests of the nation at the moment’ 

A No, I am afraid that concept will not be acceptable m 1 
the twentieth century, but there should not be con rols fo^ 
the sakb of controls '' 

Q' Why do you think the government puts controls for 
the sake of controls, as you put it’ What does a government 
gain bv doing that’ 


Q: WHY DON’T YOU LEAD 
PROCESSION DEMANDIN< 
STRICTER PUNISHMEN 
FOR BLACKMARKETEER 
AND HOARDERS? 

A: (LAUGHS) AS FAR A 
POSSIBLE WE SHOULD TR 
AND AVOID THESE PROCES 
SIONS. THAT (REFERRINI 
TO 1975) WAS A SPECIA 
CASE. 
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Qt ARE YOU ANTI- 
COMMUNIST, MR BIRLA? 

A: IT IS A VERY DIFFICULT 
QUESTION TO ANSWER. I 
WOULD NOT SAY THAT I AM 
ANTI-RUSSIA... BUT I AM 
CERTAINLY IN FAVOUR OF 
THE PRIVATE SECTOR. IT 
(THE CPM GOVERNMENT IN 
WEST BENGAL) IS A COM- 
MUNIST GOVERNMENT, 
CERTAINLY, ALTHOUGH 
ONE DOES NOT FEEL THIS 
WHEN ONE COMES INTO 
TOUCH WITH IT. 


' A I think they inherited it from the British ot the war 

i days, and have not been able to get rid of it 

] Q Do you think Sanjay’s death has affec ted the quality 

( of govetnmenP 

] A I think he was certainly very helpful to Mrs Catidhi 

! Many of her problems, many of her worries he would take 

1 on himself, and, where necessary give advice 

t Q‘ WiU ins views on what should he done to the economy 

I now be forgotten? 

j A‘ His views weie certainly very pragmatic, and I hope 

that Mrs Gandhi will be able to tollow that philosophy 
Q Wasn't it a pro-mdustrialist’s philosophy'^ 

A 1 would say a pro-country philosophy He was 
certainly in favour of the private sector, to be frank with 
you, and that was because he thought that the private 
sector’s performance was better than the public sectoi’s 
performance It doesn’t mean that he was against the public 
sector; it just means that he didn’t want to curb the private 
sector. The public sector is pait of the nation’s life, the 
public sector has to stay, but .Sanjay certainly wanted to 
encourage the private sector, no doubt about that 

Q. In the early Seventies, Mrs Gandhi was listening to a 
group of people who went under the generic term 'leftists’ 
Sanjay’s rise saw them fade away. Da you think they will 
come back to prominence now^ 

A I think that Mrs Gandhi is a pragmatic lady, and she 
knows the crisis through which the country is passing, and 1 
think she will follow a pragmatic policy 
Q: Are you anti-communist, Mr Birla? 

A It IS a very difficult question to answer. I would not 
say that I am anti Russia. But as far as economics is 
concerned I am certainly in favour of the private sector 
Q How would you rate the CPI(M) government in IVest 
Bengal? After all Calcutta is where your headquarters are, 
and you have to deal constantly with a communist govern 
ment 

A. It is a communist government, certainly, although one 
does not feel this when one comes into touch with it Jyoti 
Babu (Jyoti Basu) is personally a nice person, a thorough 
gentleman, but on many fronts much better results shoukl 
and could have been achieved by this government. 

Q- And why don’t you feel that this is a communist 
government when you come into touch with it? 

A- You see, a state government has to follow a certain 
policy, and it has to fall in line with the national policy and 
national objectives. After ail, the Union Government lays 
down certain norms, certain guidelines by which state 
governments have to function Jyoti Babu has to work 
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within the norms laid down by the ccutiv 

<?■ / see And there is no effort by this government at 
rest!uctunng the class relation, the econamn. situation, 
which might lead to greater egalitarianism'-' 

A 1 don’t think so On the contrary, Jyoti Babu has 
followed a piagmatic policy He had said that Fera houses 
and monopoly house.s should be encouraged looking to the 
peculiar ciicumslances in West Bengal And, if West Bengal 
has not been able to prosper it is owing to the failure of the 
state government on other fronts 

Q Now. Mr Biila, a fiank question, which I hope you do 
not take amiss 

A Feel free, feel free 

Q This question onlv accepts the reality of the Indian 
situation As a major industrialist, you obviously give 
donations to political Parties Why do you do that’JiVhat do 
you hope to recover from an investment of that soit^ 

1 don’t think we (i e oui companies) are allowed to 
give donations to political Parties Anybody who did that 
would go behind bats, Mr Akhai 

<J In ti nth, donations are given Political Parties do not 
get their funds out of thin air 

A Most political Paities ti v and collect their funds from 
the masses So they say And towards that, if any business 
man anywhere could be of any assistance, of trying to 
organise it from his labour, or his friends, or his staff, 
certainly they would try to do so. 

Would you give moiiev to the CPl(M)^ 

A I do not think 1 would give money to the GPI(M), or I 
would otganise the money for them But, as I said Jyoti 
Babu IS a friend of mine (laughs), and in case he asks me to 
organise some assistance at a personal level I would try to 
do so 

Q The businessman, to paiaphiasc a famous saying, has 
no permanent ft lends, ot permanent enemies, just peima- 
nent iriteiests 

A That differs from businessman to businessman 1 
stood by Mrs Gandhi, I stood by her even dui mg the Janata 
legime I was very sorry that the Janata leginie, of whom 
many people had sutli a high opinion, tried to haiass Mrs 
Gandhi and many people who weie with Mis Gandhi 
Q Did they tty and harass you'-' 

A Yes, to some extent 
Q Would you care to say how^ 

A Harassment of a businessman staits when you luin 
down his applications tor expansion, ot tor a licence, or by 
asking the income-tax people to haiass the businessman 
Q And did that happen to you'-' 

A That did happen to me 

Q Who was voui main enemy within the Janata^ 

A 1 would not like to name anyone Morarjibhai always 
says and always claims, and perhaps tries to follow a certain 
philosophy III life 

Q But you are said to have been good friends with 
Motarjibhai 

A That way, Muiarjibhai has hc*en a family friend for a 
long time But side by side he has been aware of my 
association with .Mis Gandhi 

Q Do you have any strong political beliefs^ 

A Beliefs well, one is regarding the philosophy of 
government, the other is regarding Party As far as the 
Party is concerned, I have been a supporter of Mrs Gandhi, 
and will continue to support her As far as the philosophy is 
concerned 1 believe in policies which might be centiist, or 
slightly to the right of centre 

Q And in your Paity you would he willing to accept Mr 
Rajiv Gandhi just as you accepted Banjay Gandhi? 

A With San lay Gandhi, I came in touch with him, and in 
(ourye of time there developed a friendship i diet Mr Rajiv 
Gandhi three or four times, and I must s,iy I have been 
highly impiessed by him 

Q What impressions do you have of huu.- 
A He IS a very sober person, and I think he iia. a certain 
philosophy, ideals and principles 

Q Would you like to compare the two brotheis? 

A' I would not like to compare for the simple reason that 
according to our Indian philosophy, when a man dies we 
only say good things about him As far as Sanjay Gandhi is 
concerned, sometimes I differed with him But now that he 
IS no more, I can only remember his good points 




Editors and 
Press freedom 

, Mr Birla, in addition to beir^ one ot the major 
industrialists of the tountiy, you have another lole 
i^ich gives you a very high profile in our country: You are 
the owner of the Hindustan Times You have been accused 
III using vour newspaper to support every government in 
powei Aitei Mi George Veighcse ivds asked [o go, a 
succession of editors ,came who supportefk^&xernment 
policies 

A- I will try to explain the position to you After Mr 
Veishese left, for a short period Mi Ajii Bhaitacharya was 
in charge But if I may take the matiei to an earliei peiind, I 
became involved in the Hindustan Times in the late Fifties, 
attei the death of Mr Devdas Gandhi After that, the first 
editor was Mi Hiiiga Das. I had nothing but the most cordial 
lelaiions with him, he loft of his own accord 

That IS lecoided m the minutes ol board meetings f the 
Hindustan Tunes Aftei that tame Mr S Mulgaokar and he 
stayed for a number o{ years He left of his own accord 
When he left, he sent a lettei to my fathei and to me paying 
luh compliinenis to us Then came Ml Verghese and with 
him also, except m the last few months, our relations 
(untinued to be coidial 

Q What would you sav was the reason for the worsening 
ol relations hetween you and Mt Verghese? 


A: This is a very controversial matter and I do not knbw 
whether you will like going into it 

Q‘ We are discussing a very important point The 
freedom of the Press and what it means , because this is one 
of the butt! esses on which a democracy is built I would, 
therefore, like to press the question 

A I thought that Mr Verghese had become stale I 
mentioned this to him once or twice, but he was a man of 
very strong likes and dislikes For example, take the 
instance of the article on Sikkim, “Kanchanjanga, here we 
come” where he criticised the government of India, though 
this article was written subsequent to our decision tp part 
company, this illustrates that he was a man with deep 
prejudices I thought the time had come when I should 
change the editor. Then . 

Q What do you mean hy 'stale'Mr Birla? Does an editor 
get stale when he writes badly or when he starts criticising 
the goveinmeni^ 

A: No By ‘stale’ 1 mean when an editor stops taking an 
objective view and when he thinks that whatever one party 
does IS always bad 

Q Do you appoint and dismiss editors arbitrarily? 

A How many cases have there been? Apart from Mr 
Verghese there has been no other case (in the Hindustan 
Times) of an editor being dismissed After Verghese came 
Mr Karlekar He had an agreement for a fixed period which 
ran till October or November 1980 It is true that we asked 
him to leave a few months earlier, but that was by mutual 
consent. We were able to find someone who, in my opinion, 
was suitable to lake the place of Mr Karlekar ana that was 
Mr Khushwam Singh The mattei was, therefore, discussed 


The Sundar Rajan controversy 


K Sundar Rajan was sacked from The Timesof India 
dining the Emergency, and went to jail during that 
period because of his views on Mrs Gandhi and her 
Emergency Soon after the Janata came to power he was 
given the job of a political columnist in The Hundustan 
Times by AfrX K Birla Recently, after Mr Khusbwgnt 
Singh took over as editor of The Hindustan Times, Ur 
Rajan was asked to quit the paper In an article written 
for the Bombay monthly Debonair Mt Rajan alleged that 
Mr Birla was the kind ol Press lord who did not believe 
in Press fieedam and wanted to make his paper a toql for 
whichever government came to power In the interview 
M J Akbar laised many of the questions asked Mr 
Rajan To help readers get an idea of what Mr Rajan 
said, we publish a few quotes from Debona . 


WHEN the Birlas offered me' the job •>( PoliDcal 
Columnist, 1 was very happy But before moving to Delhi 
from Bombay 1 asked for and received clarifications 
from Mr K K Birla on a number of points. 

First of all, I wanted ab assurance fiom Mr Birla that I 
would not suffer Mr Nanpona's fate He told me that Mr 
Nanpona was being sacked as he could not write good 
English and did not know anything of Indian politics. 1 
pointed out that he had been the editor of The Times of 
India and The Statesman '‘Mr Birla,” I asked, “what is 
the guarantee that you will not say the same thing about 
me?” 

He said he had carefully studied the clippings 1 had 
sent him and also consulted Several senior journalists.” 
He added: “I find tou readable. Nanporia's English is 
very complicated.” 1 said to myself that so tong as Setfaji 
understood what I wrote, there was nothing to worry 
about. 


ANOTHER assurance—verbal, no doubt—I received 
from Mr Birla was that my tenure would not be 
dependent on Mrs Gandhi’s political fortunes. His re¬ 
sponse was intoreating. "‘TheHindustan Timesbanfftm 
traditions. It was assodatad wkh Mahatate CaadW -l 
want you to write without fear (nr favour. Gritkisa Mn 
Gandhi by all means. As for Morariibhai, I have gnu 
regard for him. I do not think he is shielding his am 


Kantibhai But you can criticise him also We in The 
Hindustan Times have no heroes ” Since I was keen to 
get the job, I was careful not to remind him of the fate of 
Mr George Verghese whom he sacked at the then 
government’s instance 


ACCORDING to Mr Birla, Mr Karlekar had said that I 
was a trouble-maker “Are you really a trouble-maker’” 
Mr Birla asked me 1 said that if working against Mrs 
Gandhi’s Emerg"ncy amounted to making trouble, I 
pleaded guiUy “We should all be proud of you,” he 
replied “I-have also heard you went to prison in the 
freedom ^ struggle Anyone who followed Mahatirtaji is 
our man ” 


ON TWO occasions, Mr Bn la rang me up at around 11 
p m congratulating me on my columns On both the 
occasions, I had ridiculed Mrs Gandhi’s attacks on the 
Janata Party and her description of it as “RSS- 
dominated" Said Mr Bn la “You have really explained 
the whole position The Janata Party is not dominated by 
Hindu communalists ” On another occasion, he confes¬ 
sed that he had great admiration for Balasaheb Deuras. 
the RSS chief He also said that having been very close 
to Gandhiji, the Birlas could categorically say that the 
RSS had no hand in the assassination of the Mahatma as 
alleged by her 


AS SOON as Mis Gandhi won the election, Mr K. K BirJa 
sent for me I found that he was very formal. The old 
friendliness had gone Instead, he asked me what I 
would be writing about for the coming Friday “Natural¬ 
ly, the return of Indira^i,” I said. “Be careful," ha said- 
Avoid ail personal criticism of Indiraji or Sanjay ’’ I 
said I had never believed in that sort of journalism He 
dismissed me in five minutes. On all earlier occasions, I 
used to be with him for at least 30 minutes. Also, this 
tune there were no cakes or biscuits, no affectionate 
tenns- like “bhayya”. With Mrs Gandhi’s return, 1 had 
became an embarrassment. At the office Mr Karlekar 
twd me; “Both of us are finished. But 1 will go earlier. 
Thu is the order of precedence laid down by Sanjayji 
and Manekaji!” 






with Mr Karlekar, and we paid all dues to him till the time 
of the normal expiry of his agreement 

Q.' Nobody IS accusing the Birlas of not paying off their 
editors fully But it was voui paper which during the 
Emergency supported it —fair enough—the privilege was 
vours, but the same paper and the same editoi then turned 
around and supported Mi Moiaiii Desai Ihe allegation is 
that this was clone on voui bidding 

A You aie absolutely coriect that the paper did change 
Its polity, but I was not a patty to that In tact, I must have 
discussed this matter many times with Mr Karlekar f told 
Mt Katlekai several times that since he was so close to Mrs 
(landhi while she was the I’lime Minister it tame as a 
suiptise to me that he changed from one extieme to the 
olhei But he said that he had his own leasons 

Q There was no wav in nhuh \ on c ould hax e askedliim 
to lease duiing the fanata iiile lot not suppoiting Mis 
Clandhi-' 

A I could have asked him to lease bs giving him three 
monihs’ notige But 1 did not want to take that cxtiemc step 
Q Ml Sui'dat Raiaii (who has lust been satA< cl horn the 
llindust.iii Times)vi//fges that he was hiiid as a political 
loliiniiii 111 1977 onh because sou thoiig'ithc would be 
useful to sou since he had ti lends in the fanata got tin 
me III ' 

A One point I would like to m.ikc hetoic I answti this 
(|uestion If II had been oui polits oiils to appoint oitit tain 
editois whom the gosetnment appiovcd would I hate 
appointed Ml Khushwant Smgh some time in 1978 toi a 
weekly that we pioposed to stait I gase him an appoint 
ment Icttei which he accepted It was well known that Mi 
Khushwant Singh was not in the good hooks ot tin lanata 
gostinmtnt so it Mt biiiidai Rajan is light would 1 hast 
appointed Mi Khushwant Singh-' Mi Khushwant Singh latci 
did not join hetausp he got an oltci from the \ational 
Heiald to edit their jrapei and he leqiiested mi toi his 
lelease which I did 

Q Would sou tolerate an editoi in soiii conipaiis ssho 
opposed Mis Candhi^ 

A There are two points first, an editoi must not he 
opposed to Mis Gandhi basically that is ht should not 
oppose her on each and every issue loi the sake ot 
opposition But in case the editor has an objecti\e view and 
considei s each issue on mer it, I will not mind it at all in case 
he were to criticise her policies Second, there should not 
he personal prejudice of any type As fai as Mi Sundai 
Rajan is concerned, unfortunately he could iievei forget 
that he was put behind bars during the Lmeigencv At the 
time ot his appointment I told him to tty and follow a 
balanced policyi and not to get carried away by emotions 
Q You did Sftsute Mi Sundai Rajan that his tenuie in 
the flindustan Imes would not depend on Mis dandhi’s 
petsonal frtffUnfei 

A The question did not aiise In 1978 nobody knew that 
Ml s Gandhi would tome back aftei three years ot Janata 
rule Mt SundEH" Rajan has also given the impression that 
we were trying to woo him then for his political contacts 
But the agreement with us clearly stated that he had to 
follow the polity of the paper There was no fixed term with 
Mr Sundar Rajan either party could have given three 
months’ notice 

Q Yes, bur you gave him three months ’ notice aftei Mi s 


I THOUGHT THAT MR 
VERQHE8B HAD BECOME 
STALE. I MEHTIONED THIS 
TO HIM ONCE OR TWICE, 
BUT HI WAS A MAN OF VERY 
STRONG LIKES AND DIS¬ 
LIKES... A MAN WITH DEEP 
PREJUDICES. 
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about Mr Sundai Rajan’s pieces before they weie pub 
hshed, but this was as the editoi himself disagieed with 
what Mr Rajan had written Mi Karlekai, when he phoned 
me on these occasions, said that he thought Mt Raian had 
gone too far In all such occasions 1 told Mr Karlekar that it 
was for him as the editor of the papei to use his discretion 
Mr Kailekar would then ask me rot my opinion, and I would 
give whatever views I held I don’t remember this particu 
Far incident, but on a few oc casions 1 was consulted I would, 
however, like to stress again that the terms of agreement 
with Mr Sundar Rajan provided that he would write within 
the limits of the policy ot the paper 

Q Would \'ou then say that vour edituts were more 
sycoplutitn. than you expected them to he'' 

A Which oditoi’ Mr Mulgaokar’ He would discuss 
matters with me, but he editecTthe paper as h*?'wanted-to 
do The same applied to Mr Verghese During the Janata 
regime, my views and Mr Karlekar’s were clifferent 
^ IVhat would be the point at which you would sa^ that 
you toiild not toletate a paituular edttoi any mare^ 

A Iheie IS only the case of Mr Veighese, there is no 
otliei ca.e where we have asked the editoi to leave 
Q But you do like to impose youi views on your edttot s 
A 1 like to place my views before the editor along with 
arguments in suppoit ot them Supposing an editoi ot the 
paper were lo take the position that on the economic front 
the wealth tax should be increased further or the income 
tax should be laiscd to 97 pei cent, 1 would ceitainly atgue 
with him Whether it would lead to patting of wavs is veiy 
difficult to say in academic discussions 

Q But theie is the allegation^that duting the [anata 
legime you weie friendly with Mt Mniarji Desai, ami yoiit 
iiistructioni to the paper weie that Mi Desai should not be 
attaiked Is that LOiiecf’ 


hard pressed for time Tea obviously could not be served 
during a five-minute meeting I explained this also to Mr 
Sundar Rajan He appreciated the point. Mr Rajan did not 
even have the courtesy of clarifying these points with me 
before rushing to the Press 

Q Your paper was critical of the Janata or the Lok Dal 
state goyernments prior to their dismissal by the centre 
earlier this year Would you expect your paper to be 
eaually critical of the maladministration that is taking 
place in Delhi city, for instance, todays 

A Certainly They must be critical in an objective 
manner If there is a breakdown of law and order anywhere, 
It should be criticised In fact, Hindustan Times has 
been critical of the government on a number of occasions. 
For example, there was an editorial that it would be wrong 
on the part of the government to challenge the Supreme 
Court decision on the issue of fundamental rights. 

fVhar ate your criteria for appointing an editoi? 
The person must be honest must be competent One 
vety important criterion is that there should be similarity 
of thoughts and views between the editor and the chairman 
on most of the Issues For example, a communist can be 
honest, capable and a thorough gentleman, but he cannot 
be an editor of our paper as our views will be totally 
opposed on most of the issues 

Q And you make these ciitena cleat to your editois 
before you appoint them^ 

A Yes. veiy cleai We put it in wilting, in fact 
Q You keep saying that you only discuss things with 
edttois and leave the decisionmaking ti them Now in 
teahty when K K Birla tells his employee that such and 
such IS his view, he is implicitly also saying that he expects 
that view to be obeyed, isn't it^ 

A Whatever some people may say I think that by ami 





I HAVE MANY LETTERS IN¬ 
CLUDING ONE FROM MR 
VERGHESE COMPLIMENT¬ 
ING ME FOR UPHOLDING 
FREEDOM OF THE PRESS. 



A I nevei gave such instiuctions But, as 1 said cat her 1 
have alwavs advised tnv editors to avoid personal attack*, 
on anvone 

Q But would an attack on Kantt Desai be a peisvnal 
attack 01 not-' 

A 1 think iliat unless there is some evidence, a paper ot 
the reputatior. ot the Hindustan Times should not indulge 
in personal attacks If evidence were piovidcd we would 
gladly publish 't I have many letters, including one from 
Mr Veighese complimenting me tor upholding the freedom 
of the Press 

Q Have you never taced goveinment piessure to dismiss 
anybody^ 

A Nevei Theie aie.people with all kinds of views about 
the Hindustan Times Wt have nevei dismissed anyone 
purely because someone asked us to do so 

Q Let me exhaust the subject of Mt Sundar Rajan 
before we turn to something else He says that theie was an 
abrupt change in your attitude towards him the moment 
Mrs Gandhi came to power Appaiently ymu used to chat 
with him tor a long while, and ofLt him cakes duting the 
Janata legime But when Mrs Gandhi came to power, you 
curtly told him to push off after five minutes 

A 1 remember the incident That day I was awfully 
busy, and I told him so at the very outset When I visit 
Delhi, about 200 people want to meet me, and it is not 
alwavs possible to spare time fot a long chat Someiimes I 
would mvself send foi Sundar Rajan, and then we would 
talk lor IS or 20 minutes Sometimes he would seek an 
interview This was one of those occasions when 1 was 
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large, both among our people and in business circles I have 
the leputdtion of not being a vindictive person Money 
mariv people have, but this should not lead to arrogance 
Mv philosophy has beeri that the greater a person, the more 
humble he should be I must say that I am fortunate to 
enjoy the lespect and affection of my colleagues and my 
associates 

Q But voui edttois seem to have been veiy critical of 
you 

A Who’ Only Mi Verghese, and even "he did not accuse 
me of any personal faults until a few months before we 
parted company In fact, when I became the president of 
FICCI, he wrote a good piece about me in the paper 

Q You keep saying that you believe in the fieedom of 
the Press and it was Mr Verghese who challenged you on 
this point 

A Freedom of the Pi ess means that the government 
should not interfere with the Press, it doesn’t mean 
freedom to an individual to write in an unbalanced and 
prejudiced manner An editor has to follow the policy of the 
board There have been court judgements supporting this 
point Freedom of the Press does not mean the dictatorship 
of the editor If an editor feels that he cannot follow the 
policy laid down for him by the board, he should, in all 
fairness, submit his resignation Take the case of the* 
ubhcation which is being brought out by the RSS or the 
JP, Organiser Would they permit an editor like you to be 
in charge of it’ They will not permit you to come near them.' 
If an editor is anti-RSS, they will not allow him to last even 
for a day 
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Why I am an optimist about India 


T IS sickening tor me to 

I hear time and again 
that India’s problems 
are too numeious and 

i_-i_I cannot be solved by 

anyone—ever' I do not know what 
IS theie in the spices that we add to 
our vegetables that Indians are pio 
ne to this pessimism In mj rather 
extensive intei national travel, 1 
have rarely come acioss a more 
despondent lot than us Indians The 
despondency is sciupulously hoi 
steied by international lobbies 
which want to keep India down 
hven factuallv, this pessimism is 
unwarranted Many of out prob 
lems whiih weie pist ten years ago 
thought to be intractable, have 
been almost effortlessly solved I 
remembei vividly in late 1969 in 
mv last lectuie at Harvard—before 
packing off to India for good -an 
aigument had developed that India 
could never become self sufficient 
in foodgrains or have foreign ex 
change to spare 1 was quite ag'i 
tated bv this conventional wisdom 
and so upon reaching Ind,a had 
prepared a Swadeshi Plan in an act 
of defiance My professional eio 
nomist colleagues, a large number 
of whom weie influenced by the 
World Bank culture then, laughed 
off my idea ot India’s independence 
in foodgrains and foieign exchange 
as preposterous Even Mrs Gandhi 
found time in the Lok Sabha’s dis 
cussion (in 1970) to denounce me as 
_ “Santa Claus ’’ 

But what sounded ridiculous 
then IS reality today' At current 
purchasing power level, India is 
quite self sufficient in foodgrains 
(with a buffer stock of 15 million 
tons) and foreign exchange re 
serves of about Rs 5,000 crores But 
ironically, not much of the credit 
for this unforeseen success belongs 
to Mveinment policy or planning 
The diligence of the Indian 
peasant, and his rapacity to absorb 
new technology—when demons 
trated—is largely resppnsible for 
the spurt in foodgrain production 
(even if only at the rate of 2 9 per 
cent per year) Some credit tor 
bringing technology to the know 
ledge of farmeis is also due to the 
modernity of mind of former Food 
Minister C Subramanium and M S 
Swaminathan— but not much It is 
the Indian peasant who is the real 
hero 

As for the foreign exchange sur 
plus, the credit goes entirely to the 
conscientous overseas Indian, parti¬ 
cularly in the Ar^b countries, who 
went to fill the demana for skilled 
and semi-skilled labour arising out 
of the bulging pertodollars, and 


Policy 


By SUBRAMANIAM SWAMY 

The genius Of the Indian , 
peasant and worker has j 
forced many Western wri* 
ters to withdraw their 
books on earlier economic 
forecasts. 


repamated homt his savings at the 
rate of Rs 200 ciores a month' 
(•oveinmeiit policy, Congri ss or 
laiiata had nothing to do with it 
But even it (he self snffii lencv in 
foodgrains and ihe suiplus in fort 
ign exchange was not induied by 
economii policy of the goveinment 
the tact ri-mains that India had the 
potential to seize the <)pportunit> 
•when It tame Otherwise why could 
not the Soviet I'nioii aftti 6^ yeais 
and China aftti 31 years ot itgim 
ented planning, aihieve the food 
surplus that wo have’ Why could 
not African and cettain South Fast 
Asian countries send their labour 
‘force out to solve their foreign 
exchange pioblem’ 

The genius of the Indian peasant 
and worker has forced many West 
ern writers to withdraw then books 
on earlier economic forecasts from 
circulation The classic case is of 
two bt others with suiname Pad 
dock They are considered the US 
State Department’s top experts, 
and in 1968 they came out with a 
bestseller titled. Famine 1975 Us 
ini^ military terminology about the 
injury status of soldiers in war, they 
described India as a “gone case,” as 
a “bottomless pit” which the world 
can feed onlv in futility The Pad 
docks, therefore compared India to 
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a bleeding soldier who has no hope, 
and hence has to be abandoned in 
the battlefield They pi edit ted that 
India would suffer from acute 
famine in 1975, and the Indians will 
revert to cannibalism to meet 
huitgei' 

India’s potential today is such 
that any programme requiring mas 
sive inyestment and lesources is 
possible Among the 170 odd na 
turns of the world India has the 
tenth largest level of industrial out 
put, the seventh largest national 
income, the fourth largest nuclear 
set up, and the third largest stien 
tific and engineering manpower 
India’s manpower and technology is 
cheaper and better than those of 
most other nations In terms of 
untapped resources there are at 
least 25 “Bombay Highs” around 
oui long coastal line and m the 
Andamans whu h if seriously tap 
ped tan make India an oil 
fxpntting countiy Ih< watei re 
sources of the country are mind 
boggling, and if our planning focus 
were fixed on it we can quadruple 
out foodgrain production twhere 
will we store it ’) in 15 years The 
nuclear fuel of the 21st century— 
thoiium—IS in abundance in India 
In fact 85 per cent of the known 
world deposits are in this country' 

In other words all the necessary 
inputs to India a developed country 
are already theie Then what is 
holding the country back’ In one 
word—shackles We are shackled 
by inhibitions, by a craze for secur 
ity, and by the flight of taking a 
risk For fast growth we need a 
political leader^ip which does not 
try to play safe, and a social culture 
that does not place a high premium 
on hypocricy and an economic atti 
tude which favours risk taking 

Paradoxically, the key to India’s 
economic problems is really politic 
dl When Janata was in power the 
best solutions were often turned 
down on grounds of “what will 
people thing of us’" For example, I 
favoured a total abolition of person 
al income tax for five years to 
eliminate black money and make 
people save more The present m 
come tax system does not collect 
money at all—except from the mid 
die classes "People will say that we 
are no more socialists,” screamed 
my colleagues They did not say, 
“We will no more be socialists ” 
The grand hypocricy of Indian soci 
ety 1 $ what is shackling u< and 
sapping our energy It is time to 
look at the solution to India's prob 
lems without looking over one’s 
shoulder That requires a new kind 
of political leadership 





INVESTIGATION 


Marxist 
“ CKrs 
Capifaii^ 

son 

Daddy isn’t hel ping his son. 
but some other friends are, 
reportslOOSHAR PANDIT 



(Randan and his wife Snigdha, (Inset) Mr and Mr-. Jvoti Basu 


Rhh t^nterpnse is more 
<illuiing than vou think 
hven a inaixist father, 
lunninK a maixist govern 
■ ■■ ment, has not been able to 

(Iftei Subhabtaia Basu (Chandan to 
Ins ti lends), 27, from staiting a busi 
ness enlerptise that displ.iys all the 
dash and optimism of a textbook en 
tiepieiKoii Chandan’s fathei of 
touist, IS none other than West Ben 
(iai's riiaixist Chiet Minisiei Jvoti 
Basu And Chandan’s business paitner 
IS Ins biothei in lavi, master mat met 
,Shishtr Wain, losether they are 
settms up a InsLUit inanutaetuiing 
unit in Dutgnpur, the industiial hub of 
the state Thi' unit, designed to pio 
tiuce about 1.800 tonnes of bistuits 
woiili o\ei Ks 1 1 troies annually will 
go into pioduLtion by the end of this 
month, tuining out glucose biscuit in 
itiallv Othei vaiieties will follow Just 
one othei little thing the Basu VVahi 
combination can count on Suppott 
fiom the house of i\niinchand Pyarelal 
because of its business links with the 
house through Apeejac’s leading light 
Jit Paul 

. Jvoti Basu wanted Chandan to take 
aftei his grandfathet and practise 
medicine So. aftei Chandan passed 
the higher secondary examination in 
the second division in P)G9. he started 
looking lor a seat in the medical 
colleges Me could not get one and 
took admission lor B ( om in St 
\a\let's College 

In 1S71, howecei, at the leqtiest ot 
Siddhaitha Sankai Ka\ the then I'n 
ion i-dui ation Minister. ,Sheikh Abdul 
lah’s son Dr Far out) Abdullah helped 
Chandan get a seat in the pro medical 
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course in the J and K State Medical 
College But Chandan quit studying 
medicine after completing the pro 
medical couise and retuined to Calcut 
ta in 1974 Again he got himself admit 
ted to the B Com classes in .St Xavier’s 
but did not continue for long as he 
landed a tob as a management trainee, 
111 the Bengal Lamp where one of his 
lelatives is a senioi executive Latei 
he was absorbed in the peimanent 
cadie as a lunioi executive The salary 
was Hs 9"() a month, Rs 750 in pav and 
anothci Rs 200 as tianspoit allowance 
This was enough toi Chandan, till he 
tell in love and tinalK man led .Snig 
dliaWaliiin lanuaic 1977 Itwasattei 
his maiiiage that he started to feel the 
lu ed foi a little moie than is hat hn 
salats was luingiiig in He hegati 
llunkinc III stalling a business 

But whai-' Chandan did not have 
atu deal ideas Ihe biith of his hist 
child a daughtei. m eails 1978 onlv 
incieastd Ins tinancial problems 
.\tound thai time, his brother in law 
Shishii also lett his lob with Indian 
,Stt ainship He too ssanted to stait 
something It was then that thev 
noticed a nessspapei adsertisement 
insiting applications toi the distiibu 
turn lights ot Britannia biscuits in 
Muishidabad district Thes did not 
knoss'inuch about biscuits But what 
thes knew ssas that Biitannia biscuits 
sell well and Chandan, being in the 
sales depaitment of the Bengal Lamp, 
had picked up some knowledge in 
marketing 

Chandan and Wahl decided to bid 
for the distiibulion rights in Murshida 
bad I lies became partners in a firm, 
Omkai Trading Company, which even 


tuallv secuic'd the tights Chandan 
resigned fioin his lob in the Bengal 
Lamp and launched onto the business 
trail “It was all clean and above 
boaid, ’ 'ays a sales executive in Bn 
tannui There are however, many 
doubters who believe that Biitannia 
offeied the distiibuiion lights on a 
plattei to Chandan and Wahi to keep 
the duel Minister in good humour 
But theie is no evidence to suggest 
that Mr Jvoti Basu helped his son in 
anv wav 

\nvwdv, Chandan and Wahl soon 
luund out that biscuits are big busi 
ness The annual consumption of bis 
cults in the eastern legion alone was 
around Rs 30 cioies and demand was 
met easing bv about 20 per cent everv 
year With the production of Bi itannia, 
the largest manutacturer, pegged at 
15,000 tonnes (value Rs 15 crores) 
undei the MR TP regulations, there 
was ample room for other biscuit pro- 
duceis to piospet Biitannia Uselr, in 
addition w then own products was 
marketing the goods produced by Lily 
Biscuits and quite a few other smaller 
units Kolav Biscuits was doing busi¬ 
ness of about Rs 5 crores, AMPRO, a 
Hyderabad firm had virtually mono- 
ohsed the market for the glucose 
rand in the region accounting for 
another Rs 5 crores of business, and, 
among themselves, quite a few other 
manufacturers, mostly from Hydet- 
abad, were shaiing something be¬ 
tween Rs 2 to 3 crores of the market. 

C HANDAN and Wain made their 
first move in September 1979 
when they got the Eastern Biscuit 
Company, a private limited company, 
regiscered in Calcutta. Chandan and 
















Wahl are its two directors. Other 
shareholders are' Chandan’s wife, his 
two daughters, Wahl’s mother, wife 
and son It is all in the family 
Together they have put in Rs 5 lakhs 
which IS both the authorised and the 
paid-up capital of the company Wahi 
savs “Part of the money came from 
our savings, and some we borrowed 
from our friends and relatives.” The 
holdings in the company are shared 
equally by the families of Chandan 
and Wahl 

Their next move was to get the 
company remstered with the directo 
rate of small scale industries, as one 
must tor anv venture in this sector 
Thev obtained a provisional certificate 
of registration on 10 September 1979, 
specifying their intention to set up a 
biscuit manufacturing unit The very 
next dav they applied to the executive 
officer of the Durgapur Development 
Authority (DDA) for allotment of a> 
plot of land in Durgapur, a two-acrs 
piece on Lenin Sarani wedged be¬ 
tween the state run Durgapur Projects 
Limited and the site for the now 
abandoned government tyre project. 
Theie were other claimants for the 
plot but the DDA wrote back on the 
same dav that the land would be 
available if the Eastern Biscuit Com 


pans agreed to take it on a 60-year 
lease at the late of Rs 90,000 per acre. 
The company was also asked to f'lrnish 
certificates trom relevant authorites 
saving that the proposed manufactur¬ 
ing plant woulif not pollute air and 
water beyond the permissible limit 
Atier Chandan and Wahl had met 
dll these lequirements a meeting of 
the DD.\ board was convened on 24 


October 1979, where it formally de¬ 
cided to allot the land to the Eastern 
Biscuit Company Six days later, Chan¬ 
dan and Wahl took possession aher 
paving Rs 14,000 on the condition that 
the rest of the payment for the lease 
would be made in four equal annual 
instalments The plant design was sub- 
mitred on 8 December for scrutiny and 
approval of the DDA Till then, prog¬ 
ress had been fairly satisfactory. 
However, things got Stuck Wtth tha 
plant design Some two months Igtart 
at the end of February thl< yaari tha 
building sub committee of tha PDA 
informed Chandan and Wahl liillt ihg 
design was faulty and COUid MX Pa 
approved unless necassary modifica¬ 
tions had been mada> 

Chandan and Wahl becama angryi 
after all, they had paid ‘Rs 450 for t 
scrutiny of the plant design by the 
building department of the OPA itfiff. 
In a sharp rejoinder, they asked the 
DDA why the fault had not been 
detected earlier. They also assertad 
that the DDA had been most uncoop¬ 
erative, that It functioned no better 
than a post office. Indeed, the latter 
they wrote was virtually an indictment 
of the DDA. $o frustrated ware they 
that they even thought of saakinj help 
elsewhere outside West Bengar 
The DDA was not their only source 
of disappointment. The Wen Bengal 
Financial Corporation (MffirC) Wi| 
another stumbling blocK. On 29 


September 1979 they had applied to 
the WBFC, seeking a loan of Rs 24 
lakhs for their venture. The sanction 
came on 7 March this year and that too 
for Rs 18 lakhs. The WBFC took 
another two months to make the first 
disbursement of Rs 9 lakhs As a small 
scale industrial venture, the project is 
entitled to a cash subsidy of Rs 1 45 
lakhs from the government and the 
seed money of Rs 75,000 Neithei of 
these incentives has been made avail 
able to the entrepreneurs as yet 
The DDA, however, approved the 
plant design in March and despite the 
financial constraints, Chandan and 
Wahl went ahead with their project 
The technical assistance tame from 
the Britannia Industries Limited and 
the machinery and equipment from 
another Calcutta company The capital 
outlay foi the project is around Rs 29 
lakhs The wot king capital require 
ment is another Rs 12 lakhs This 
maans, around Rs 41 lakns is involved 
in the venture Evidently, like any 
other enterpiise this too must depend 
largely on institutional credits Sever 
al banks have been approached for 
loans and advances But nothing has 
come of It, as yet Right now. the sum 
total of funds available are Rs 5 lakhs 
in paid up capital and another 9 lakhs 
secured as loan from the WBFC More 
than half of it has already been used 
up on equipment and installation 
Land and building have eaten up some 
more 
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For fresh entrepreneurs, Chandan 
and Wahl exude unusual confidence. 
One reason of course is that once 
production starts Chandan and Wahi 
will have few headaches about selling 
their goods Britannia has informally 
agreed to pft the entire production 
and market it for them The other 
reason, could be their knowledjge that 
thev can get the necessary finance 
from sources other than financial in¬ 
stitutions, if need be The name of Jit 
Paul—the moving spirit behind the 
Apeejay empire whose business in¬ 
terests include among others shipping, 
tea, hotel and aviation—crops up very 
fiequently as a source for non- 
institutional finance 

Some of the speculation about this 
relationship is certainly misinformed. 
1-01 example it is widely believed m 
Calcutta that Chandan’s wife Smgdha, 
IS d close relative of Jit Paul “This is 
not true,” says Shishir However,Chan¬ 
dan as also his partner Shishir, holds 
Jit Paul in high esteem for his business 
acumen Their merchandising firm— 
the Omkar Trading Company, to quote 
Wahl, “does some work for Martin and 


Harris (one of Jit Paul’s many con¬ 
cerns) ” The letter box at the entrance 
of their office in the building in south 
Calcutta where one of the oldest print¬ 
ing press, the Caxton press, was lo¬ 
cated till about a couple of years ago, 
also bears this out Martin and Hams 
IS inscribed at the top of the box, 
below It Omkar Trading Company and 
right at the bottom Eastern Biscuit 
Company This has led many to believe 
that Chandan and Wahi have been 
using the premises of Martin and Har¬ 
ris as their office for about a year now. 

Both Chandan and Wahi have cer¬ 


tainly set their sights high “Depend¬ 
ing on our success in the presnt ven 
ture,” Chandan told an interviewer 
recently, “we propose to expand in 
other manufacturing areas in a big 
way ’’ What made Chandan go into 
business’ His reply “To earn an hon¬ 
est living ” As the son of a well-known 
marxist didn’t he ever feel awkward 
about it’ Well, he did, but then he 
himself was neither a politician, nor 
Oifl he aspire to be one- What were his 
views on labour and productivity? “In¬ 
dustry must exist and prosper in the 
interest of both labour and tne entrep¬ 
reneur. The question of productivity 
naturally remains at the fore There 
can oe compromises on all issues other 

in^n^^mss^not look the wheeler- 
dMlei; type and gives the impression 
of being frank and straightforward. 
Their venture has, however, caused a 
flutter and come in for some sharp 
criticism from an opposition member 
in the West Bengal Assembly, much to 
the embarrassment of the Chief hfinis- 
ter. Jyoti Basu would have been hap« 
pier It his son had chosen a different 
VQCifiQn. He obviously fears his oppo- 
ntlltl will be making a political issue 
out of it. That IS why he has been 
refusing to vifit the place where hia 
son's venipre taking shape. Chandan 
op not even stay with hjs. parents 
although they are close neighbours. 
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Dacca's miserable 


HRl I 1 ikll 1’ ikisl Mils 
Sim 1(1 ()\t 1 (■>•) ilIuj ii 

i tinps m B 1111,1 iiksli m 
Inin;. iMtn(.ss( s lo llit. 
II iM cK ol till 19"! v\ M 
Despisfil In I HiKilt n ition Bini, 

I tdtsli l<( 1 lU I 111 till II Io\ ilt\ tn 
isl ini ill 111 I itlu I cli.in D.iiia tin v had 
opti d lor I’ ikisian in 1972 hoping th it 
soine dai III I hi iitai lutuii ihtv 
would bt illowi (I to I’o lo ilu lind ot 
thill thoiit Bui thill (In ims haio 
lon^siiiK i\ ipoiatid iiovi tliiv hit in 
tiiibiarahli inhuman londitions sui 
loiindtil In tilili and rnisiiv S ]<|bil 
till tamp iiiihai>,t ul tin Ntw Rilitl 
(<1 111 i 1 ( amp 111 Moh imni nlpui Dai 
ca iiiidout almost iinploiin),l\ Hum 
bill to ifisa Id him (Wi iit hum in 
beiiif’s tool 

Just olf tin. mam load somt dis 
tancL aw ii tiom iht teiun ot L) iit i is 
tin Mohartimadpui tamp Nairn d tin 
(jtnii 1 t imp hi cause it was loinud 
iindei the aegis of the Intiin ition il 
(.ommittce of Iht Red I toss and tin 
Bangladesh (>inei nmtnt in lunt* 19 2 
the tamp has nothing in common with 
till pt lit of Hi aw iv (lenti i A shaip 
turn lo the light and (uii lindsomsilt 
amidst the intipowtiing stench (hat 
peiiades 01 tr tin wholt iicti I In 
liousis 01 ihopi IS as thi\ ite tallid 
inadt ot bamboo ate m tows bisiittd 
bv uads A load lust a muddi 
It act haul* tin ee tei t wide Tin nuin 
soon has r« dm id it to a sciics ot titi p 
holts in some places filled with watti 
and 111 othiis with thiik dntv mud 
On eith( I side ot this busi tho> 
oughlare iie shops plavinc loud 
tapeicioidcd Hindi nnisii Shops sill 
toodsiufts /nan iigiiittes iiid iitii 
few sill clotln s I ask to bt dm end to 
the tamp ottm iiid 1 am taken 
thiough lints behind houses to i 
medium si/ed hut sipaiated liom the 
otheis b\ 1 high bamboo mat wall 
Inside a few ot the inmates ait tliscm 
sing the*ii pi obit ms >Mth Mi I(|l>al The 
lattei IS voting Mid ht nils built but 
Ins eves miiioi tin s uIik s-, and niiserv 
thej have seen Unit is haidlv anv 
hope in the lieaits ot the inmates ot 
the lamp who eke out an ixistence as 
best as thev tan manage in a hostile 
citv in a letugte camp no one is nch 
Ol poor, theie is |usi one tommunitv 
the commuriitv of destituu s 

When the tamps weie sit up aftei 
the' 1971 wai international lelid was 
available and everyone in the lanips 
was happv Thev thought thev would 
have to spend onlv a few davs oi at 
most a few months in the tamps before 
being repatiiated to Pakistan But 
their hopes died when the Red Qoss 
handed oiei the tamps to the govern 
ment of Bangladesh Hit amount of 
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Pakistanis 


These are the last of the refugees of the 1971 
war: the Biharis who never accepted 
Bangladesh and want to go to Pakistan. Today 
they are living in intolerable conditions in 
camps, because a callous Islamabad refuses to 
accept its moral responsibilities and take them 
to Pakistan,reports TIRTHANKAR GHOSH from 

Dacca. 


food distilimitd t ime down to 1 tiiek t imps legularlv Now somi voluntaiv 
le is Iht new nilion tiiid its own ton igii itlief agtneies si nd then 
piobltms ot Mill ition and 1 imim plivsit'ins who rneielv diagnose the 

I h it was s( It 11*01 tight veils igo illntssts uid pitseiibe the mtditints 

Now the inmates ol tht tarnputiiie iKpiiiid Snive iht inniatts haidlv 

ihitt sttis ind tout eliataks ol wlieM hut ini monev to biiv tht nteessaiv 

(Mound thiee kgs) pt r iduli pt i mt'dieint s thev hut to go to the 

nmnih Minots those bt low P vc ii f'> ti MtdittI Colhgt toi tut inedi 

ot igi ltd III halt this ({u iiuitv Is cine 

pi cting niotheis iiitl iit wlioni thilditn B dm ■> hoin in the tamps suffer 

do not git nil spi Cl il loot! oi iiitdi ti iin miK rnalnutiitioii Mttlie il t\ 

Lints It IS a bid liti p iiticiil iili toi piits win hue iisiied the e imp bt 

the we tk Iht health ot the oldt i litti thit 1 B will Ineak in a shott tlnu 

ptopit ispiiiahle When the Red Cioss iiul mini ehilditn will go blind Ihe 

was thtu doetors used to iisit tht ainiospheic u dark and suffocating 

A demonstration by the Pakistanis in Dacca 








The 14 August demonstration bv iht stranded Pakistanis on the streets of Dacca 



Oencva camp 


th< tilth illptn idiiif, Iht houses m 
so t lost tot It h otht I th It It IS diflit ult 
footeilht Iluit lu no di iins tsjlei 
ovi itlovss fioni the I iti int s nid in in ds 
to mix with thi diit »nd squdlor lo 
inakt nntti IS woist theie lit t'li 
pm mu d 1 Jins Iht w itt i i Jiinol tlow 
out in pi itt tin te IS knti di t p w ittr 
mil slush somotimi s'two viteks old 
Most] nil t diui in tits hitid in tiu 
snnll pnddks In somi pints thi 
stiisn lilt wdttr has t\tn inttnd tht 
houses 

Iht (>tiii\i C dinp IS 1 (tiiiblt 
iiiniiidii ol whu niistoitunc < in 
mtdii IvMiitvtut ihoiisand pt oplt 
liVL (httkhvjowl lo t,i\( 1 Ttpit d 

txinifih under ont lool list i riidii 
ind his wdt doiif wiih thtir son iiiil 
his wile iiid thildiin Ihtit nt 2f 
loll), sheds w I thin tht t tmi) at 11 (tdt h 
“■) tt bs 10 til housiiif. ihout 2^ tdini 
Ins tub 111 ont suth lud s il iiid 
sit |Jt liuddits ol wonitn ind thilditn 
vs hill lookiiif’wtnt onovLi opt ii tuts 
Iht tlooi onte hiidtniil mud had 
dimptiud vsith the tdiii iiitl in pi itts 
w ts inuitdv Old ptople with itiitc 
biontliial tonditioiis Ititl ovti tht 
damp floor and it w is haidiv stiipiis 
int, 'o find rnaiiv with wriikiiii; 
toughs f-ven these shtds ait tollips 
nip theic lie MPtnfi holts in tht 1 oofs 
piovidinp no sheltti fioiu tht sun and 
tht I nil The inmates wt nt in a bodv to 
ttimplain about tht conditions to Dat 
CIS Additional Dtpiits ( ommissiontr 
(Rtlitf) Ht visittd the plate whtn he 
htaid that lain had taused the death 
ol two old peisons His assuiantes 
howivei have vet to take tontiete 
shapt 

Ihe lotting stagnant watfei tan 
tduse an epidemic at ativ time The 
admiiiistiation m its wisdom told the 
inmates to prav to Allah foi relief In 
disgust ont inmate Mohammad 
Hashtm, said We are fed up with life 
I his IS an animal existence S Iqbal 
asked ‘ Do vou know whv we art 
discriminated against^ Simpiv be 
tausc we want to be Pakistanis We 
had our houses and propertv in this 
countiv but they have all been taken 
awav and torciblv occupied bv the 



Bengalis Neifhei can we claim our 
piopeitv back nor can wt demand 
compensation' Actually theiefu^tes 
aie morallv Pakistan's itsponsibihtv 
but a callous Islamabad it lust ^ m 
help 

'We will be totallv aniiiliil util in 
the near futiiie said Kahim Khiii 
Most of them do not have anv iohs 
Some howevet tiv to piovidc lor 
themselves and then tamiliis bv pull 
ing iickshaws ot handiaiis Otheis 
have taken up rhtii tiaditional ciafts 
cobbling and haiicutting Thin eniaci 
attd children tiorn the tamp ate sttn 
hovering atound gatbaM' dumps or 
bf gging foi food But despite the 
hitdship thevtachhavc ont thing in 
toinmon tht hop« ot leaching Pakis 
tan In fait rht hope which had died 
w IS lekindltd in 197174 when the 
Pikistan goveiiimeni decided to te 
patiiiu one lakh ten thousand 
stiatidtd Pakistanis 

riit stranded Pakistanis have 
banded themselves into a lommittee— 
the Sti iiidcd Pakistanis (leneial Re 
pitiiatiuii Conimittte iSPtJRC) On IS 
\ugust 1979 the SPtiRC gave a call to 
SO 000 people to unde I take a Long 
Maitli to Pakistan uossing interna 
lioiial boidPrs through India They 
btiMii 10 gatlui on ihe banks of the 
K ini h III iivti liom k \ugiist 1979 in 
Dinaipui iiid on 14 August when the 
niiiih home started the Bangladtsh 
authoiities used font lo stop them In 
the tiring which followed the initial 
ti 11 gas and J ithi iliaige a numhei of 
tht in vverc killed 

On 14 \u> usi this vtai the SPGRC 
held I dimonsti irion on tht streets of 
Dicta in meniorv of thi maityrs who 
find due to polite txet ses in Au 
gust 79 Neailv itn thousand demon 
stiaiois girheicd thtir lips were sea 
led and then hands weit tied behind 
ihtii backs to svmbolitillv explain 
that thev had no indeptiidenct 
rht 9P(.RC htad oftict in the 
(idle va Camp consists of a small room 
with a naked bulb hanging from tht 
rill roof On one will is an amateutish 
painting depicting the Long March on 
I nup ol the Indian subcontinent 
Inside the iixim there is a long wooden 
table and a revolting table fan This 
eoriespondent mt t the general secret 
ary, M Mobiuddm to ascertain the 
future programmes of the SPGRC 
Thev planned to undeitake a general 
and continuous hunger strike till their 
demand foi repatriation was met If 
that tailed thev would bovtott the 
little wheat thev leteive as relief 
They had plans to immolate them 
selves if all effoiis at lepatnation 
failed Eventnallv thev would under 
take a second Long March in which all 
the Pakistanis in Bangladesh would 
loin Said Mr Mohiiiddin 'Wt taiinot 
let this processed genotich go on 
What else is this but piottsscd geno 
cide’ So maov of us ait on ilit v i igt of 
death We do not get enough to i u and 
we suffer inttilciahlv Do vou know 
what makes us live'ike tins fht hope 
that one dav wt will leith home— 
Pakistan We tan lend loi oui stives in 
Pakistan We onl\ want icpatiiation ” 
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SPiaAifiiPtFIT 


Raf i or Lata : 
Who has the record? 


BY KRISHNA 



Rafi challenged 
th^ Guinness 
entry 

which said that 
Lata had the 
highest number 
of recordings. 



-lOHAMMED RAFI was a 

superstar whose art was 
matched only by his 
generosity. He fielped the 
1 . —.. poor and the needy with¬ 

out restraint; and one question that 
now arises ts, what will happen to the 
countless destitutes who re used to 
help, now that he is no more. As long 
as he was alive, on the second of every 
month, hundreds of people would 
queue up in front of his bungalow to 
receive a sealed envelope containing a 
sum erf money The receiver’s name 
was written on each envelope and Rafi 
personally supervised this ritual of 
charity 

Among those who received such 
help were former film artistes now 
unable to support themselves. Rafi 
gjive freely, not bothering about the' 
receiver’s religion And he never 
thlked about the charity His last wish 
was to donate a dialysis machine to a 
government hospital Just a fortnight 
Before his death, he had called on 
Kaushad (the music director who in¬ 
troduced Rafi to the film industry in 
1944), to ask him how much it would 
cost 

Though Rafi was very modest about 
his success as a singer, he had one 
consuming ambition and he died with¬ 
out fulfilling it He wanted to be 
recognised for what he was- the top¬ 
most singer in the world But his heart 
sank when he learnt that the Guinness 
Book of World Records, 1977, carried 
the name of Lata Mangeshkar in that 
category. The paragraph read 

“Gramophone/Cinema Most re¬ 
cordings Miss Lata Mangeshkar kb 
1928) between 1948 and 1974 has 
reportedly recorded not less than 
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25,000 solo, duet and chorus backed 
songs in 20 Indian languages She 
frequently had 5 .sessions in a day and 
has ‘backed’ 1,800 films to 1974 ” 
Unable to contain his disappoint¬ 
ment, Rafi wrote to the Guinness pub¬ 
lishers on 11 June, 1977. His letter 
said (we retain the occasionally incor¬ 
rect phrasing) “The claim of the sin¬ 
ger referred to in that column, to have 
recorded not less than 25,000 solo, 
duet and chorus songs is open to 
challenge This scrupulously mislead; 
ing report conveyed to you by the 
source needs to be verified and cor¬ 
rected in the light of more reliable 



reports and facts, and also on the basis 
of ‘interaction competitiveness’. 

“Considering my humble debut 
made to the Indian music, including 
both cinematic and otherwise since 
1944, one will be inclined to confer 
that honour to me In spite of my 
stable career and devotion all over a 
span of thirty glorious years I feel shy 
to claim to that exaggerated figure, 
although 1 have a professional edge of 
four years over the singer in question. 
I have till to this day to my humble 
credit 23,000 recorded songs in all the 
vernaculars of India How then, it is 
possible for a junior artiste to have 
recorded more than a senior playback 
singer? It does not behove her to have 
appropriated to herself this crowning 
glory unceremoniously. It is indeed a 
case of self-assuming record breaking. 

“Another claim made by her that 
‘she frequently has five sessions in a 
day’, should also be taken with a pinch 
of salt. It is equally open to doubt and 
challenge. It is beyond the run of 
human energy to have five trying 
sessions of recording even ordinary 
songs in a day. This can be proved 
empirically. A more monstrous maes¬ 
tro required more than that timings 
for a satisfying recording, the same is 
with a fastidious conductor too. 

“It is, therefore, hoped that in 
order to keep your own ‘records’ flaw¬ 
less and up to date, your editorial 
office Will publish ‘only records which 
improve on previous records or which 
are newly significant’. 

“I, hereby, send my independent 
corroboration in the form of my widely 
circulated pamphlet containing my 
humble credits to lay my claim of 
‘Most Recordings’ of 23,000 songs. 1 















have also the unique distinction as the 
first Indian mate singer to have re¬ 
corded Pop songs in English...” 

1 HAD met Ball immediately after he 
wrote the above letter. He was dis-' 
heartened by the injustice done to 
him. Modest and humble as he always 
was, he never boasted or talked about 
his achievements. One can imagine 
how bad he must have felt to write a 
letter of protest. Me sincerely believed 
this record to be his. 

Later, Rafi showed me the letter 
from G Howard Garrad of Guinness, 
London, dated 24 June, 1977 which 
stated “...You will see that Miss Man- 

f eshkar dues not claun a record of 
.S,000 songs, but the entry simply says 
that she has reportedly recorded not 
less than 2S,000 etc. Tins is a very 
different matter..-. 

“Your letter has arrived just too 
late to be included in the review for 
the forthcoming (24th) edition of the 
Guinness Book of World Records, but 
it has been carried forward with the 
live papers for study during the next 
review period, which will commence in 
the spring of 1968 (sic, must be 1978) 
At that time all papers relating to 
musical items will be referred to our 
advisers and experts on the subject 
and no doubt your claim will have 
their attention..“ Despite this acknow¬ 
ledgement of Rail's letter two subse¬ 
quent Guinness editions carried Lata’s 
name without mentioning the source 
of the “record”. The Indian film indus¬ 
try does not have any reliable statis¬ 
tics, nor have the recording companies 
for that matter about film songs So 
the number is, at best, a conjecture, 
and other yardsticks must be uiied to 
determine who sang how many songs 
On .30 July, 1977 Rafi wrote another 
letter to the Guinness publishers It 
stated; “ .. I now base my argument 
and claim on yourprofessed statement 
that ‘she has reportedly recorded not 
less than 25,000 etc’. I wonder if such 
reports can be published without 
being substantiated by figures and 
facts supplied by authentic and reli¬ 
able sources. Such reports are tanta¬ 
mount to hearsay ” Along with this 
letter, Rafi had submitted his bio-data 
upto 1974 and offered to update it on 
request. But there was no response 
A restless Rafi wrote again on 20 
November, 1979‘ “ .. am disappointed 
that my request for a reassessment 
vis-a-vis Ms Lata Mangeshkar’s re¬ 
ported world record has gone un¬ 
heeded... Whilst I am happy that the 
record has been credited to an Indian 
Singer with whom 1 have been pri¬ 
vileged to sing many duets over the 
years, even at the cost of being dubbed 
immodest I would stake my own claim 
to the world record Herewith facts to 
support: 

• My career began in 1944, whilst 
Mangeshkar first recorded in 1947/48 
• Ms Mangeshkar has seldom it ever 
recorded more than one song a day, as j- 
her frail constitution would prevent | 
her from doing so. 3 

• To have recorded not less than | 
25,000 songs in 31 years would mean « 


:?iTi 


I: I 


BroniiB rrtpfilj thato 1,000 


. 1948 and 197iir.;' 

chogMa SKe 

“biekifl” i,800 ftlim tn 

cf MV fCliiliOpiume record to 

ndui.fSsOO^jOOO for the Crosby sjdgte.J 
(tecord^-^ May 1M2) andiiHtfa than i0OrOOO,ooo in ndaa'rl; 
versiona: highest elaim'’<fhr any record is dti’' 

unaudited 25,000,000 for JfMhdround the Clocks copyrighted.- 


recording tliree songs every day come 
rain or ^ine. Even granting her one 
song every dav, excluding Sundays 
and holidays, she could produce 300 
songs a year, or 9,300 m 31 years. 

• The fallacy in your report is, there¬ 
fore, all too obvious. 

• My claim of having recorded appro¬ 
ximately 23,000 songs is based on my 
average of two songs a day when I am 
in Bombay I can substantiate that I 
have, on occasion, recorded five songs 
in one day, 

“It would not be too difficult for 
you to ask an impartial agency in India 
to enquire into the rival claims before 
you. I trust that my motive will not be 
misunderstood. I hold Ms Mangeshkar 
in the highest esteem, however, a 
record accepted by you becomes un¬ 
questionable May I request you to 


m- 


withhold publication of this item pend¬ 
ing proper enquiry”. ' 

Rafi did not receive a reply to the 
letter ’ 

Eventually, it was left to Pblydpr 
India Ltd to take up cudgels on behalf 
of Mohammed Rafi Mr G. Wtindet^ 
wald, Its managing director, wrote to 
Guinness on 5 May, ..980 His letter 
said, “As a record jnanufacturing com¬ 
pany operating in India, we claiiq to 
have enough knowledge of facts td 
reasonably doubt the correctness of 
your assertion Miss Lata Mangeshkar 
whom you have credited with thisi 
distinction is doubtless one of the top 
recording artists of this country, but so 
are a few other distinguished singers, 
the seniormost of whim is Mohd Rafi. 

“We made a study of all available 
data and have come to the conclusion 
that there is a possibility of genuine 
misreportmg or lack of investigation 
on the subject We, therefore, feel that 
the matter calls for thorough re¬ 
examination to determine the rightful 
claimant to the distinction of having 
made the most recordings 

Till the time of Rafi's death, the 
Guinness people had not bothered ftr 
reply t<> Mr Wunderwald's leitei gi 


KB/ 
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LIVING 


Shatrani ka khilari 


Firtha Kumar Pham (21) was 
once in love with football He 
played the game .with rest till 
1974 Then he suffered a leg 
injuiy and, unable to take the 
field, switched over to chess 
Tirtha s parents wtit wonicd 
about him he sermed hope 
lessly lacking in aptitude for 
academics And to add to 
their misetv when only in his 
second year of college lirtha 
decided against the pursuit of 
a unisersity degree 
Life at home in Lalgula (in the 
district of Murshidabad, West 
Bengal) was getting diHiculi 
for Tirtha So on 15 Decern 
bei, 1978 he took to the roads 
with what then seemed an 
ambitious plan of touring the 
count]V on foot and playing 
competitive chess wherever 
he went On 24 August, 1980 
Tirtha accomplished the in 
credible teat, having hitch 
hiked all over the country in 
20 monihs He passed through 
almost every state and, 
according to plan, played 
chess wherever he went—at 



Tirtha (left, foreground) with the PM 


the college, club and district 
levels In Tamil Nadu he par 
ticipated in two important 
tournaments, Spick and 
Palani 

lirtha reached Kurukshetra 
in May this year and, ex 
hausted as hf was, decided to 
participate V the Haryana 
state chess championships 
Displaying incredible percep 
tion and tact, Tirtha won the 
tournament and by 3 June 
was in Delhi—after another 
arduous journey on foot—to 
represent Haryana in the Na 
tionals But, by now, he was 
too tired to match his wits 
with seeded players He 
couldn’t figure anywhere in 
the tournament Yet Tirtha's 
spirits were high after he en 
ded his marathon journey in 
Calcutta Said the dauntless 
young man “I now plan to 
tour the world on a bicycle 
and play and learn from all 
the leading chess players, of 
different countries ” Obviou 
ly Tirtha is made of sterner 
stuff 


Lucrative locale 


Aging film stars who own 
sprawling bunglows in Mad 
ras have come up with a clev 
er scheme. They are renting 
out their houses at attractive 
yet competitive rates to film 
producers And the owners of 
regular studios in the city are 
in a state of panic They claim 
that their business is on the 
verge of collapse—due to the 
excellent facilities availabe to 
the producers at the stars' 
bunglows That their fears are 
welffounded is apparent from 


B R Chopra (who now stands 
deep in the dust and debris of 
his last venture. The Burning 
Train) admitted, albiet 
ruefully, that Satyajit Ray is a 
big man But one does not 
need Chopra’s opinion to real 
ise that the legend from Ben 
gal IS gradually becoming a 
national institution and get, 
ting into the pages of history 
A retrospective exhibition on 
Ray’s works held in Bombay 
recently bore evidence of the 
man’s impact on Indian cine 
ma Compiled and sponsored 
by the ^Directorate of Adver 
using and Visual Publicity 
(DA’VP) at the National Cen 
tre of Performing Arts, i-hc 
exhibition showed how Ray 
went about filming Father 


the fact that a small temple 
which has already featured in 
many Telegu films, is actually 
situated in Pandari Bai’s com 
pound The old timer not only 
rents out het house but also 
the temple And the idea 
seems to have worked 
famously, more and more ex 
stars are taking the cue from 
Pandari Bai Apart from a 
steady income, the arrange* 
ment helps them to get a few 
on>the-$pot assignments as 
well 


Decline 

porno 

Publishers of pornographic li 
terature in Kerala are in trou 
ble Their spicy stuff is no 
longer reaching those hungry 
Keralites in the Gulf who, in 
the last few years, have been 
principal patrons of 
Malayalam pornography Now 
of course the customs officials 
in India have turned smarter, 
all the porno consignments to 
the Gulf are being confiscated 
by them Even the stuff pack 


on the 
graph 


ed in innocent looking wrap 
pers IS being scrutinised by 
officials who are well versed 
in Malayalam According to 
Arthur Pais, a glossy soft porn 
magazine, which was floated 
mainly to cater to the bored 
Malayalees in the Gulf, has 
also run into rough weather 
Faced with the customs' 
blockade and a highly com¬ 
petitive local market it 1$ on 
its way to oblivion 


Projecting the Ray 



Panchah, how he drew his 
designs and sketches and how 
he created his caricatures It 
took the DA VP four months of 
hard work to gather the stuff, 
digg^ing out information from 
4()00 articles, essays and ori¬ 
ginal manuscripts The dis¬ 
play, reoports Ashlsh Ra- 
jadnyaksha, included over 
300 stills, pho&visuals and 
actual working papers and 
sketches of the director It 
covered Ray's entire 25 years 
of filmmaking—from Father 
Panchah to Hirak Rajar Dq$h 
which IS yet to be released 
The same exhibition opened 
in Calcutta on 10 September 
along with a retrospective of 
Ray's 21 films sponsored by 
the C>ne Central. 
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The Angle-angle 


Guns galore 



s Aparna Sen had tried to make 
I It big in the Hindi filtndom 
g But even Sagina.m which she 
' appeared with the legendary 
I Difip Kumar, failed to rise to 
S memorable heights at the 
I box-office So she came back 
to Calcutta where she had 
done very well indeed But 
soon she got fed up with Ben¬ 
gali films and took up photo¬ 
graphy. After a brtef affair 
with that, she switched over 
to editing a magazine about 
which not much was ever 
known. Now Aparna is going 
ahead with her old ambition 
.of making a film in English 
According to Anil Grover, the 
film has oeen tentatively ti¬ 
tled 36, Chowhnhgee Lane 
and will be based on the 
Anglo-Indian community 
Aparna Sen will do the story 
and screenplay She will also 
direct the film, which will star 
Jennifer Kapoor Aparna. it 
may be recalled, had acted 
with Jennifei in Ivory- 
Metchant’s Bombay Talkie's 


The passage to India 


In the good old days very few 
foreign film units came to 
India But, in the last year or 
so, there has been a virtual 
invasion from the West First 
it was Peter Montagnon who 
came down to shoot a four- 
part documentary on Kashmir 
for the BBC (the film was 
eventually viewed by approx¬ 
imately 50 million in both 
Europe and America) Alex¬ 
andre Jodorowsky camped in 
Karnataka for Tusk. Paul 
Mazursky shunted between 
Calcutta, Darjeeling and 
Varanasi, shooting Willie and 
Phil. And of course there was 
Euan Lloyd who—more on 
account of his film’s hero, 
Roger Moore—drove the 
Goans crazy while shooting 
The Sea Wolves. ObWously 
these filmmakers were not 
daunted by the red tape in 
India. It is interesting to note 
that each unit was required to 
submit four copies of the 
script with a brief scenario to ■ 
the hfinistry of Information 
and Broadcasting(MIB) either 


A bit of wit 


Sydney boasts of a peculiar 
brand of graffiti. According 
to Jimi Rafizji, advertise¬ 
ment hoarding sites seem to 
be a favourite medium for 
the witty or irate Austra¬ 
lian. An Air-India hoard¬ 
ing—which showed the face 
of a tiger and proclaimed 
’’India: Any other holiday 


seems tame”—had this little 
note scrawled underneath; 
“Yeahl you can’t have weak 
stotaachs to see millions 
starving? But nothing could 
possibly beat the inscription 
written during the Soviet 
talce-Qver of Afghanistan 
and Tito’s illness: ‘‘Arms for 
Pakistan. Legs for Tito”. 


Quite d lot of piMol-paiking 
has been going on in Goa 
since the Portuguese left the 
territory in 1961 There was a 
time when everv foot const¬ 
able and every soldier carried 
a pistol Officers were invari¬ 
ably issued more than one 
pistol or revolver Civilians 
also bought and possessed 
arms which they never used, 
except to threaten coconut 
thieves, rebellious daughters 
and the unwanted lovers of 
coquettish wives It is esti¬ 
mated that the Portuguese 
had left behind 20,000 small 
firearms Some of these were 
also taken as souvenirs (of a 
war which was never fought) 
by members of the Indian 
armed forces. And of course 
many were taken by the VIPs 
One such-VIP—ex-chief sec¬ 
retary of Goa, R M Agar- 
wal—recently got himself in¬ 
volved with illegal firearms 
He IS being prosecuted, says 
Mario Cabral e Sa, for having 
taken a weapon which had 


been deposited bv a widow at 
the collectoidte Accoidingto 
government souices. earlier 
Agarwal had taken away 
three more pistols. If the alle¬ 
gations are true, then this 
celebrity has managed to lift 
Items worth roughly Rs 2t),l)Cio 
in the open market 



directly or indirectly through 
Indian missions abroad; 
obtain permission to shoot in 
the specific region of India 
from the MIB, provide a 
guarantee to show the com¬ 
pleted version of the film to 
the Indian embassy in the 
unit’s country of origin; sub¬ 
mit a complete list of person¬ 
nel and equipment to the 
MIB; state tne monetary 
value of all equipment; obtain 
permission to bring raw (film) 
stock and equipment into the 
country without paying duty; 
submit copies of all permis¬ 
sions so far mentioned to'the 
collector of Customs; sign a 
bond with the Reserve Bank 
of India to the value of the 
material beingbrotight to In¬ 
dia; obtain a xBRE irom the 
same bank to avoid taxation; 
obtain permission for dally 
shooting from the relevant 
state government bodies; and, 
finally, bear the board ana 
lodging expenses of a govern¬ 
ment official who wopld be 
present at all the locations. 


People’s boutique 


Boutiques thrive on the off¬ 
beat, to cater to the needs of 
the fashion conscious who 
would hate to be seen in reg¬ 
ulation off the shelf attire or 
have their drawing rooms 
look the same as others. But 
Shinne of Calcutta is off-beat 
in a different sort of way In 
their second exhibition open¬ 
ing on 14 September there 
will be mat-woven items by a 
rehabilitated girl. M^s Indira 
Dutta Ray who runs the bouti¬ 


que IS actually still at what 
she had been doing for the 
last 15 years—helping the 
handicapped and underpri¬ 
vileged—at Refugee Hand¬ 
icraft The connoisseur will of 
course have something to 
attract him—terracotta pla¬ 
ques and papier mache ob¬ 
jects by an award-winning 
artist. Plus the usual Bengal 
silks and cottons, Banjara 
jewellery, temple carvings in 
wood, Pichwai paintings.. 


Lingular topie 






Vasant Sathe 

Union InformBtion and Broad¬ 
casting Minister Vasant Sathe 
delivered the inaugural 
address at the Kul-Hind Urdu 


Cpnference held in Chandi- 

t erh recently. He spoke in 
inglish and fumbled painful¬ 
ly while pronouncing the 
names of the literary gaints of 
Urdu. And then he prop¬ 
ounded the theory of one 
script for all Indian lan¬ 
guages; unfortunately the 
script that he proposed at the 
Urdu conference was Hindi. 
The proposal was rejected the 
very next day. To add more 
colour to the conference was 
another principal speaker-— 
chief commissioner of Chan¬ 
digarh, B. S. Sarao. He opened 
his discourse in English and 
then switched over to Bengali 
A little later, he showered a 
few sentences in Punmbi. 
Sarao of course has served the 
government of India in quite 
a few states and has thus 
picked up quite a few lan¬ 
guages. But why choose an 
Urdu conference to display 
multilingual tendencies? 


SPECIAl REPORT 


Where do our 
Centurion tanks and 

spares 
land up ? 


When Mrs Gandhi’s Party was in the opposition Mrs Margaret Alva raised the 
issue in Parliament to the acute discomfiture of the Janata government Now the 
tables are turned. SHUBHABRATA BHATTACHARYA investigates how the 
Defence Ministry has repeatedly failed to ensure that our arms exports do not 

finally go to ‘undesirable’ countries. 

HE Defence Ministry has that too at ridiculously iow prices The the Secretary (Defence Production) 
been the subject of re Defence Ministry at piesent is undei under Mr C P N Singh Within a few 
ports of Parliament’s Pub the diiect charge of the Prime Minis weeks Mr Menon was elevated to the 
lie Accounts Committee ter, and these exposuies have cau'^ed post of Defence Secretary, the De- 
(PAC) and the Estimates grave concern all round Many heads fence Secretary has under his com 
Committee (EC) on more occasions have rolled in the Ministry since Mrs mand the Secretary (Defence Produc 
than any othei Ministry of the Govern Margaret Alva of the Congiess(U) fust tion). Secretary (Defence Supplies), 
ment of India The reason is not diffi raised the issue in a Rajya Sabha Sectetary (Defence Research), and 
cult to appreciate There is always the debate on 6 August One victim has one or two more officers of the Secret 
suspicion of kiwkbacks in defence been the principal officer dealing with ary’s rank And it is this comparatively 
deals Thi costliest deals of othei the case, who has not only been tians young team which has been entrusted 
Ministries on man\ occasions look like ferred but also demoted allegedly with the task of handling major de- 
chickenfeed in tiont of thi defence because he dared to point out to the fence deals since the return of the 
deals The Dcfcnti Ministry staitcd Ministei of State tor Defence, Mr C P Congress(I) to power 
appearing in the PAC repotts light N Singh, the rajkumar of the former Among the prominent decisions 
tiom the fust I ok Sabha when the princely state of Padiauna in Deoiia that are being made are those concern 
second lepoM ol the PA( of that house district of UP, that what was being ing the purchase of submarines for the 
dealt with the lamous ittp scandal done was not in the country’s best navy, the decision about whether to 
Since then voluininoiis tomes have interests 1 he Defence Secretary, Mr continue with the Jaguar deal or scrap 
been churned out bv tin pailiamen K P A Menon (who has had a phe it (partially) in favour of the French 
taiv panels entiusud with ihi task ol nomenal rise in the Ministry since Mirage, the selection of proper equip 
ovei seeing the ptopci spi nding of gov loining it soon after Mrs Gandhi’s ment for the armed forces for the 
tinmciu funds return to power), has transfeired his Eighties (as most of the equipment 

Ihc Picssaiid tiu Paihinunt have Additional ,Secietaiv, Mi S S Siddhu now in use has been there since the 
been in itctni d.ivs coiuiiikiI with out of the Ministiv Mr C P N Singh mid Sixties and there is a genuine 
the working of the Mckiui Munstiv had no ministerial experience before need for change), and the sale of 
due to the csp<i-,ui(s Kgaidiiig the becoming the Minister of State tor Centurion tanks and their spares, 
sale of tIu aims s (< iitiiiion t inks ind Defence Mr Menon was an Additional which was tendered for in October, 
(eiiluiion tank spates to what aie Secretary in the I ood and Agiicultuie 1979 but which has been awaiting a 
believed III be uiidesiiable’ parties, Ministry befoie he was brought m as decision because the Defence Minister 
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of the Charan Singh government, Mr 
C. Subramaniam, had felt that it was 
,, not proper for the caretaker govern¬ 
ment to take a decision on such an 
important transaction on the eve of 
the Lok Sabba elections. 

The tank deal has raised a lot of 
dust since the exposure bv Mrs Mar- 
aret Alva on the floor of the Rajya 
abha during a debate on the Miform- 
ance of the External Affairs Minis^ 
on 6 August. Mrs Alva was a promin¬ 
ent member of the Congress (Indira) 
when that Party was in the opposition; 
she crossed over to the Congress(U) 
along with Mr Devaraj Urs. During the 
Morarji regime, 90 Centurions had 
been sold to an international gunrun¬ 
ner, W. R. M. Mitchelle, who repre¬ 
sents a British firm called Interanns, 
which is a subsidiary of the American 
firm, Interarmco—the acknowledged 
number one dealer of secondhand 
arms in the world. These tanks had 
ultimately found their way to South 
Africa, and the British Press had pub¬ 
lished photomaphs, taken in South 
Africa, of tanks complete with Indian 
markings. 

Mrs Gandhi, as the leader of the 
major opposition Party in those da^s, 
had asked her prominent MPs to raise 
the issue in both the houses in earlv 
1979, and Mrs Alva was entrusted with 
the task of lambasting the Janata 
government over the deal. Today, with 
Mrs Gandhi heading the government, 
and in-charge of the Defence portfolio, 
Mrs Alva wondered in the 6 August 
debate how the proposed sale of 200 
more Centurion tanks to the same Mr 
W R. M Mitchelle could be lustified. 
Mrs Alva stated that she had been to 
London recently, and had been shock¬ 
ed to learn there that Mr Mitchelle 
was in New Delhi, negotiating another 
deal with the Government of India and 
also receiving VIP treatment from the 
people entrusted with the task of run¬ 
ning the Defence Ministiy. Mrs Alva 
gave Mr Mitchelie’s address as 30, 
Milners Street, London and told the 
treasury benches. “I may be corrected 
if I am wrong. I do not make charges in 
Parliament without having full facts.” 
The CPI’s Mr Bhupesh Gupta and 
CPI(M)’s Mr P. Ramamurti backed 
Mrs Alva. No rebuttal came from the 
government. 

On the evening of 6 August, shaken 
by the revelations of tvs Alva, a 
hurried meeting was called of some 
top officials and to the glee.of (hose 
interested in the two deav—the sale of 
200 Centurion tanks to Mr Mitchelle, 
and of 3,000 tonnes of Centurion 
spares (as ‘scrap’) to a Canadian firm, 
Auto Levy—it was found that Mrs Alva 
had only mentioned the tank deal and 
was not aware of the deal regarding 
spares. Immediately, instructions went 
to quickly finalise the spares deal, and 
within barely 24 hours of the Parlia¬ 
ment disclosures on the tanks, the 
curtain was rung down on the spares 
deal, despite vehement opposition 
from both the Finance (Defence) au¬ 
thorities and a section of the army top 
brass dealing with ordnance stores. 

These facts came to the knowledge 


of Mrs Alva much later, and on 18 
August she rose to make a ‘special 
mention’ in the Rajya Sabha on the 
spares deal, and said that tank spares 
worth Rs 7 crores had been sold off for 
Rs 70 lakhs, and the deal had been 
signed by an officer of the rank of 
Under Secretary to the Government of 
India, who normaUy is not authorised 
to sign such deals. Mrs Alva further 
revealed that the Ministry of External 
Affairs, who have to be kept in the 
picture on all such transactions (see 
box on the misuse of ‘End User Certifi¬ 
cate’) to ensure that our defence stores 
do not get into ‘undesirable’ hands, 
had been kept in the dark about the 
sale of Centurion spares. 

Mrs Alva said that since she had 
raised the issue regarding the sale of 
tanks on 6 August, Mr Mitchelle had 
been ringing her up frantically from 
London. ‘‘He has been trying to tell me 
that I should not create problems for 
him and that he is a very good and an 
honest man, not an agent for the 
Pentagon, as 1 had said, and that he 
has very deep and very friendly con¬ 
nections with the Government of India 
and with India. He tells me that these 
tanks which he expects to buy will go 
to London under Indian naval escort to 
make sure that they reach London. I, 
therefore, asked him whether the Brit¬ 
ish Government was interested in Her 
own (obsolete) Centurion tanks, and 
what will happen when they reached 
London? ‘Well, that is a question 
which will come up later,’ he said. I, 
therefore, want to point out that this 
question of the spare parts deal— 
which I know for certain was objected 
to by the Finance Ministry—has now 
been delinked from the Centurion sale 
deal...These (spares) have been sold to 
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Auto Levy for this price (Rs 70 lakhs) 
with a commission of Rs 70 lakhs. We 
are told that this deal is going through 
the famous Sagar Suri and their firm... 
This kind of deals with the gunrunners 
damage our friendly relations and our 
international reputation... I, there¬ 
fore, plead with the government—in 
fact, I would submit that a statement 
should be made by the government. If 
I am wrong, let a denial come out...” 

No denial came on 18 August. And 
none came later. The governipent took 
shelter behind the plea that it was not 
obligatory for it, under the parliamen¬ 
tary rules, to comment on the mem¬ 
bers’ “special mentions.” Mr C. P. N. 
Singh, instead of trying to clarify his 
position, was seen entering the house 
while the debate was on, but he did 
not sit in the usual place reserved for 
Ministers Mrs Alva later told this 
reporter that in view of tile govern¬ 
ment’s silence, she was convinced that 
her information was correct. 

VEIL of secrecy always shrouds 
the activities of the Defence 
Ministry, and perhaps rightly so. But 
unfortunately this veil can be misused. 
A typical case is that of a report of the 
Estimates Committee of the sixth Lok 
Sabha, which had gone into the sale of 
90 (Centurion tanks by the Defence 
Ministry under Babu Jagjivan Ram in 
the Janata regime, and in which Mr 
Kanti Desai’s name was linked. The 
report was a revealing document. But 
it was not made public in the ‘public 
interest’ under instructions of the then 
Speaker of Lok Sabha, Mr K S. Hegde, 
Instead of exposing the dirty tricks of 
the top functionaries of the govern¬ 
ment, this report is now gathering dust 
in an obscure file of the Estimates 
Committee branch of the Parliament 
secretariat (It is normal practice to 
print the reports.) Only two copies of 
this report were typed; one was kept 
in the EC branch and another was 
forwarded to the Defence Ministry for 
‘suitable action.’ 

It may be in the national interest to 
reveal the contents of this report, as it 
would help plug the loopholes that can 
arise in such deals Interestingly, the 
Defence Secretary at the time of the 
90 tanks deal, Mr Cyan Prakash, is 
now the Comptroller and Auditor 
General of India—an autonomous 
post; the appointment is by the Presi¬ 
dent, and the appointee is entrusted 
with the task of plugging all loopholes 
in government deals. At least Mr Pra¬ 
kash knows the truth about Mr Mitch¬ 
elle, to whom his former Ministry had 
sold the 90 tanks, supposed to have 
been destined for Spain, but which 
landed up in South African hands 

The fact of (he 90 tanks deal is that 
these tanks, after being sold by India 
on the basis of an ‘End User Certifi¬ 
cate’ issued 1^ the Spanish goyern- 
ment, found their way to South Africa 
Though the Spanish company re¬ 
sponsible for the purchase of these 
tanks as ‘scrap’ has been vehemently 
saying that'these tanks were actually 
broken up into pieces and melted, the 
photographs published in the Biitish 
Press told another story. Further, a 
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90 Centurion tenke $okl(through an internatiomf 
gunrunner W. R M, Mitohelle) men Jagjivan Ram 
wiia the Janata Defence Minister, were resold to 
South Africa, A report pf the Bstimates Committee 
of the sixth Lok Sabha, which had gone into the 
sale, and in which Karttf Desai's name was also 
linked, was not made public in the public interest 


study of the Military Balance, pub¬ 
lished by the International Institute of 
Strategic Studies, London, during 
three years is revealing. According to 
this study, in 1977-78, South Africa 
had 150 Centurions and India* had 180 
in active service In 1978-79 the figures 
were: South Africa. 150, India, 100. 
The 1979-80 figures were South Africa, 
250; India, 50. Whereas India has been 
phasing out the Centurions, South 
Africa nas been constantly increasing 
their numbers. The figures of all other 
users of Centurions have more or less 
remained static From where did 
South Africa get the extra 100 tanks 
suddenly in 1979-80’ Apparently the 
90 Indian tanks and some others, pro¬ 
cured by some gunrunner, have found 
their way to the racist regime 

According to revelations made by 
the Congress(U) Lok Sabha member, 
Mr K P Unnikrishnan, in the sixth 
Lok Sabha, soon after the tank deal of 
the Janata regime, the Indian tanks 
were loaded on a Taiwanese ship, Scan 
Fun, which sailed to Port Elizabeth in 
South Africa straight from Bombay. 
After unloading the cargo of tanks at 
Port Elizabeth, this ship left on a 
voyage to Latin America and not for 
Barcelona, which was supposed to be 
the destination of the cargo of tanks. 
Taiwanese and Liberian colours are 
really ‘flags of convenience,’ in mari¬ 
time parlance, and the very fact that 
Mr Mitchelle chose a Taiwanese ship 
for exporting the cargo should have 
alerted the Janata government, that is, 
if we are to believe that the author¬ 
ities were totally in the dark about the 
destination of the hardware being 
purchased by Mr Mitchelle 


I N the present case, the tender for 
the sale of the 200 Centurions and 
3,000 tonnes of Centurion spares 
(some of them still in packing cases) 
was floated by the Defence Ministry in 
October 1979, during the tenure of C. 
Subramaniam as the Defence Minis¬ 
ter. Apart from Mr Mitchelle, the 
original manufacturers of the tank, 
Vi»ers Engineering of England, ten¬ 
dered for the tanks. On a conservative 
estimate, the market value of each 
tank in present conditions is US dol¬ 
lars 1,26,000. This figure can go up to 
anything if there is a sudden demand, 
due to a regional war or tension The 
final offers of the two parties, at the 
time of writing, were: Mr Mitchelle 
was offering 26,500 dollars per tank, 
and Vickers was offering 80,000 dol¬ 
lars per tank 

Due to some strange reason, the 
Defence Ministry was favouring the 
lower offer of Mr Mitchelle This could 
have meant straightaway a profit of 20 
million dollars for Mr Mitchelle had 
the deal gone through. However, due 
to the hullabaloo raised in the Press 
and in Parliament, the Prime Minister 


has ordered a fresh look into the deal 
and there is a possibility pf fresh 
tenders being called. 

The interesting part of the tank 
deal IS that while Vickers were trying 
to buy the tanks, to resell them to 
Morocco after reconditioning, Mr 
Mitchelle had produced a British 
Board of Trade (BOT) import licence, 
which showed that the tanks were 
allowed to enter Britain for recon¬ 
ditioning and upgunning, anparently 
by Vickers, who are the only people 
capable of reconditioning these tanks. 
After the ouster of the late Shah of 
Iran, and the subsequent cancellation 
of huge defence orders placed by Iran 
on British aimament njanufactures, 
many arms firms in Bntian are lying 
idle and any jobwork, like recondition¬ 
ing old tanks, is welcome. Therefore, it 
is not difficult to get a BOT import 
licence for such things In all likeli¬ 
hood, in the next tender also, Mr 
Mitchelle will be able to pull off the 
deal, perhaps at a sli^tly higher 
price, because Vickers had become 
cold about their offer in the last stages 
of the present negotiations The irony 
IS that while the government objected 
to the Vickers proposal of Morocco as 
the end-user, it apparently was not 
bothered about Mr Mitchelle’s end- 
user. Mr Mitchelle rightly told Mrs 
Alva over the telephone that Indian 
naval ships would be accompanying 
the tanks to London He has not speci¬ 
fied to the government who his end- 
user is, and perhaps the government is 
treating the BOT licence as the ‘End 
User Cenficate’ contrary to the nor¬ 
mal practice 

The proposal to delink the sale of 
tank spares from the mam deal came 
from the office of Mr C P. N Singh. 
Both the army authorities and uie 
Finance (Defence) opposed the delink¬ 
ing because they felt that the spares 
would fetch a better price if sold along 
with the tanks (Due to the enormous 
amount of money involved in the acti¬ 
vities of the Defence Ministry, there iS 
a separate wing of the Finance Minis¬ 
try known as Finance (Defence), 
headed by the Financial Adviser to 
Defence services, who is also an Addi¬ 
tional Secretary in the Finance Minis¬ 
try) Two army officers who opposed 
the delinking were Major General A. 
D Mohoni, Deputy Director, Ordnance 
Services and Maj Gen. P. N. Anand, 
the Officer on Special Durt (Arma¬ 
ments) in the department of Defence 
Production. Gen. Anand’s main Job 
was to promote defence exports. The 
post of OSD (A) was created in 1973. 


Fallout of '62 


T he Chinese aggression in 1962 
had made even a person like 
Jawaharldl Nehru give up his well- 
known anti-Israel stance and allow 
defence deals with the Jewish 
.state The Indian army had gone 
around many Western countries 
looking for the latest armaments 
soon after the war and in most cases 
drawn a blank As the war was with 
China, a Communist state, the army 
authorities did not feel confident 
about dealing with the Soviet bloc 
(though later the Soviet bloc be¬ 
came the major arms supplier) 

In January 1963 a delegation led 
by an Indian colonel visited Israel 
and got a VIP treatment and came 
back after successfully negotiating 
a deal for recoilless guns and 81mm 
and 120mm mortars. The deal could 
not be done directly as the Indian 
government did not recognise 
Israel. Therefore a Finland-based 
firm, Soltham, was used as the 
gO;between. As far as the Indian 
government was concerned, the 
arms were purchased from Finland. 
The mortars, known as Tampella, 


replaced the obsolete two, three 
and four-and-a-half inch mortars 
which were till then used by the 
Indian army. 

The Indian team came back very 
impressed with the facilities for 
arms manufacturing in Israel: over 
18 ordnance factories in such a tiny 
country! The Israelis then were the 
only manufacturers of anti-tank,re¬ 
coilless guns, apart from the USA 
and Turkey. As it was not possible 
to buy the guns from either of them, 
both being allies of Pakistan in the 
SE^TO and CENTO, the Israelis 
were the only choice. 

The visit by the Indian colonel 
and his team was leaked by a junior 
functionary of the Defence Minis¬ 
try in New Delhi in the winter of 
1963, just before a visit by the 
Chinese premier, Chou En-Lai to 
Egypt This did a lot of damage to 
Nehni’s anti-Israeli image in the 
Arab world. The officer was later 
found to be a regular supplier of 
secret documents to foreign embas¬ 
sies- and arrested on charges of 
spying. 
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ence). The PAC then had pulled up 
not only the Defence Ministry but also 
the Director General, India Supply 
Mission, London, for entering into a 
deal of this nature without verifying 
the credentials of the firm. At present, 
the firm is represented in India by Mr 
Lalit Suri, the brother of Mr Sagar 
Suri, who was reputed to be very close 
to the late Sanjay Gandhi. 

W HILE moving the papers for the 
tank deal to be postponed, the 
former Defence Minister, Mr C. Sub- 
ramaniam, had asked the Defence 
Whereas Gen Anand whs reverted armoured and non-armoured, of North Ministry to lay down firm guidelines 

ack to his substantive post and trans- Americair origin. Then too Auto Levy about defence exports and sale of 

srred out, Gen Mohoni was asto- had come forward with a proposal to spares in view of the objections raised 

ished to find that his objections were barter some spares needed by our in the 81st report of the PAC of the 

ot even recorded in the minutes of army, and some signals equipment, in sixth Lok Sabha Apparently, no 

le meeting held on 23 May under the exchange for some unused spares of thought has been given to the note of 

hairmanship of K. P A. Menon. the Indian army The deal created a the former Minister. It will be in the 
The firm to which the spares have scandal later, and the 28th report of national interest to allow a Parliamen- 

ow been sold at a throwaway price is the Public Accounts Committee of the tary committee to go into the entire 

ot new to this country. In April 1956, second Lok Sabha (published in April gamut of defence sales and purchases 

le government had looked around for 1960) noted that the deal with this abroad. The role of international 

pares to overhaul the second world Canadian firm had been gone through agents dealing in defence transactions 

ar-vintage army vehicles, both despite an objection of Finance (De- with this country may bring out many 


Due Defence 

Mtemry wmfamJ^ihe offer of Mr 
Mitch$$i(on th^fiMkigien^forthesale of 200 
Centuhoniar}Hs^, msooufettia^meanta straight¬ 
away profit of $20 rniWorr for m Mitchelfe had the 
de8^gohethroimh:..lhef^,ha^0rdetede fresh 
lo<^ into ne dem and th^l^ ii'a possibitity of fresh 
tenders' being datted. 


Stephen's strictures 


A CERTAIN defencif ewort under-. 

taken difring the Emergency, 
when jBansi Lai was the Offence 
Minisiei‘, came under the scrutiny of 
the Parliament’s Public Accost*- 
Committee (PAC) in 1S78, whbh'the' 
present Commupicatiops Minister, 

M. Stephen, was the chairman^ the 
body and ihe present I* & B Minister, 
Vasam 6athe,.was an opposition PAC 
membh*. The PAC’s findings oH the 
deal were published inlis 8tSt report 
to the Sixtn Lok Sabha, completed op. 
26 April i978. The deaL which was 
made Ip the financial- year I97.5’t6, 

. wgs compietned on in paragraph nine 
of the report of the Comptroller knd *' 
ApdiM poneral of India fof, 1975 on, 
tm Opvemmenp (Defence Ser- 

. This cate, thacussed by the PAC', 
years back, thoughseparate from 
the r^fttly roncluded'deaji Invotvfng, 
tanks'^ Citation spare, parts, has „ 
^ciaI,iSi|i^icaitM % 

as'tho^fhain pmnt'of dlS^te-v 
teeh too 'd*es-thu a pi^ez 'end user 
, n^flpan''' wm not obtained before 
the oeaV'was'ipnt thiw^; 

-nhsT is a effhnui:-' 







'wasr^put thru^; An ■, 

U&^’ is a whnia-, - 
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defence stores to friendly countries. 
What was meant to be a move to help 
the country's image abroad later 
tu^ed Qut to be a cenduit for sending 
Ipdianlerms to undesirable parties 
thfoiim unscrupulous agents. The 
basic Idea of an 'end user certificate' 
is to have govemment-to-govemment 
dealings in armaments and cut out the 
role of international gunrunners. The 
induction of agents as go-betweens 
only waters down this concept, as was 
sedn in the case scrutinised by the 
PAC. , 

In June 1975 the special export’ 
cell of the Department of Defence 
Production received enquiries from 
s(it Indian firm for the export of a. 
ceytalrt defence equipment. The De¬ 
fence Ministry started the negotia- 
tiqtts and was given an ‘end usef 
certifiesfth’ from country 'A*. (Due to 
reasons of state, the names of the 
countries and the ascription of the 
e^ipihent ejtportea have been con- 
in the PAC report Due to 
fmtfond 'unknown, perhaps at the 
of the. government, the 
npoti itipif was not given much pub- 
^ugh it was printed in April 

utiny, the *end user certifi- 
found to bn * unacceptable 
singly, iiunead of the nego- 
(ng trailed off, the firm was 
roducff d) 'acceptable' cer> 
mg wittt-the formal'ord^. 
ditoreS;, The-firm placed t|Ve 
the Indian ordnance factor,-') 
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bt ffguiMr in the-pnst n^ptfations, 
hqnfinneni Was finally sh^ 


_2her tdlitaty attache of India 
that the ship¬ 


ment purported to have been de'' 
spatched to foreign government 'B' / 
was, in fact, intended for and had 
•been despatched to another destfrtg- . 
tion. It is surprbing that the shiOmbnt 
was sent at all, because, accordifig to 
the PAC report, around the same' twig 
the 'end user certificate' from coontiy 
‘B’ was produced by the agent, iif 
August 1975, ah official Defende 
Ministry delegation from that country 
was in India. When consulted by fhe 
Indian officials, the delegation said 
that it was “hot aware of tne reqi^W^ 
menis of the stores indicated in'"^ 
‘end user certificate’". SubseqaentW, 

III May 1976, the foreign agent hiup 
that as the buyer of stores frop 
Indian Ministry of Defence, it h|m the 
right and option to resell (or ^bdi', 
vide) the stores to any other custoiher, 
of customers. 

More intriguing is the reply'mven, 
by the Offence Ministry, m Mardi . 
1977, to a query from thf CoAptroUfr 
and Auditor OenenI of Indm. Ihe 
Ministry said: "The ‘end user cettife 
cate’ was o'nly intended at a sltf^u srd 
and the same was not verifi^. or 
authenticated as there was no doubt 
about its' Authenticity.** 

Baying that "the Ministry ot De-^ 
fence' owes an explanation to the 
committee, for this apathy,** tHIe PAC 
report, drafted under the chair- 
jmatishi^ of the present Union. Com- 
muakations Minister. C. M. Stephen, 
hot} laid down clear guidelines for 
future deals. It had disapproved of 
the idea of, dealing with foreign, gov- 
^nments through agents without 
venfyirtg the agent’s credentials and 
stressedthe need to respect the sanc¬ 
tity of the ‘end user certificate’ white 
enterijig the international armaments 
mairket, oven if the motive was'to 
Utihse spare capacity available with 
rhi^ ordnance factories in India. 






revealing facts 

There are mx Jewish firms who are 
dealing with the Defence Ministry and 
other government agencies at present 
They are the firm of Mr Joe Koraieck 
(who gifted the ill fated 1‘itts to Mr 
Sanjay Gandhi), the fiim of Mr Isen 
berg (also dealing in aircralt), the firm 
of Mr W R M Mitthelle, Levy Auto, 
Marcell Dessauh (who aie trying to 
sell the French Milages), and Estab 
lishment balgaad Interestingly, the 
Principal becietarv of the former 
Prime Minister, Mr Moraiji Desai, Mr 
V Shankar (who was also a former 
Defence Secietary), had repiesented 
two of these Jewish firrfis before re 
joining the government during the 
Janata regime—Marcell Dessault and 
Establishment Salgaad besides a 


Swedish firm, Bofors Could it be possi¬ 
ble that the controversial visit by the 
Israeli leader, Gen Moshe Dayan, was 
organised at the behest of this cartel 
of Jewish firms’ 

Moreover, most of the international 
arms companies dealing with the De 
fence Ministry prefer to employ re 
tired colonels, brigadiers and major 
generals as their ‘consultants ’ In most 
of these cases, the consultants had 
dealings with these firms or were in 
important positions either in the ordn 
ance services directorate of the army 
headquarters or the directorate gener 
al of inspection of the defence produc 
tion department, or in the chief con 
trollerate of research and develop 
ment in the Defence Ministry 

The sale of 200 Centurions to a 


party which is cajiable of selling then 
to countries unfriendly to India maj 
have been stopped for the time bemg 
but the very tact that in the pas' 
Indian arms have fallen into the wronj 
hands (for example, the Ethiopian re 
bels and the Somalis in 1976, when oui 
government was supporting the Ethio 
plans against the Somalis—the posi 
tion has changed now), should b< 
enough reason for firm guideline! 
being laid down for defence sales anti 
purchases After aU, a few dollar: 
cannot be enough reason for neglect 
ing »ur international image as a lead 
ing force in the non aligned move 
ment, as well as in the anti-racist and 
anti Zionist movements, of which we 
have been a part since the days of oui 
independence struggle 


The new-look Centurion does quite well 


O N 20 August the army head¬ 
quarters in a Press briefing 
tried to put out a story that the 
Centurions, about whose sale a 
storm has been raised iit the Press 
and Parliament, have b(Mn rejected 
by armies all over the world as 
being “obsolete" The "informed 
sources” quoted by the daily papers 
on 21 August sought to give an 
impiession that the Centurions had 
ceased to be in operation "in any 
armoured warfare in any country m 
the world ” But a reference to the 
reliable encyclopaedia on arma¬ 
ments Jane's Weapons Systems 
would disabuse th^e “informed 
sources” of the Sena Bhavan of any 
such notions They have for some 
strange reason tried to get them¬ 
selves involved m a controversy 
which does not directly concern the 
army headquarters. 

According to the 1979-$0 edition 
of Jane's Weapoa4 Syttems, the 
Centurions are currents tn active 
service with the armies of De¬ 
nmark, Iraq, India, Israel, Jordan, 
Kuwait, Lebanon, the Netherlands, 
South Africa, Sweden and Switzer¬ 
land The Centurions were first 
manufactured by Britain’s royal 
ordnance factories under a design 
of Vickers Engineering of UK in 
1945 They were the standard Brit¬ 
ish army tanks for over 20 years, till 
tHe development of the Chieftain 
tanks by the royal ordnance factor¬ 
ies The Centurion tanks have seen 
service in Korea, the Suez crisis, 
Indo-Pak wars, Arab-Israch wars of 
1967 and 1973 and with the Austra¬ 
lian army in the Vietnam war 
One drawback of the Centurion 
IS that It has a petrol engine, which 
nfakes it more fire-prone during 
battle than the tanks with dieMl 
engines Moreover, the original 
Centurions would be unsuitable for 
the present operations because of 
the obsolete gun and other acces¬ 
sories However, the tank, acdUrd* 
mg to Jane’s, can be reconditioned 


with a retro-fit package, developed 
recently by Vickers Engineering 
The modernisation can either be 
carried out in the Vickers factory or 
the customer’s own workshops, 
according to Jane's, Already tiie 
armies of Switzerland and Sweden 
have given their Centurions to 
Vickers for the retro-fit treatment. 
The modifications include, besides 
upgradatioR of the gun to the 105 
mm range, a change of engine, 
gear-box, modernised gun control 
equipment, a laser range finder, a 
new commander’s cupola, modern 
ventilation system and passive 
night vision equipment. For the 
modernisation of the engine, Vick¬ 
ers are usmg a General Motors V-12 
engine ana a TN-12 gearbox (as 
used in the Chieftains). But army 
experts in New Delhi point out that 
such reconditioning can be useful 
only if the tank is ’healthy’, that is, 
if the track life, suspension life end 
the bodywheet Ufa are all right. 

India had ventured into tbii^id 
of recondittoniog old tanks in ma 
early Sixties. Apparently the Iggg 
Chinese aggression had mad* the 
army sit up and look for new 
weapons When they found the 
going not so easy in the internation¬ 
al market, a base workshop near 
Pune was entrusted with the task Of 
upgunmng Sherman tanke some of 
which saw action in the 1965 war 
with Pakistan. Some T-S5 tenim too 
were uMunned and reconditioiwd 
in 1972'/^ by the Indian army work¬ 
shops after the Bgngledesb Ubera- 
tion war In fact, apart front hwaei 
and France^ India was the first to 
venture into the field of recon¬ 
ditioning tanks. 

The performance of the reeet)- 
ditioned Shermans, hokmvir. umf 
not ancourafpng ttw most of ilunn 
got knocked ofria thaMilhi^ qr 
the 1965 war becauti onfy ^up- 
iwaning had bpen ' 

paying any attention to nthtr 
aspects like the posilble nfeft of 


the new, highpowcred gun on the 
commander's cupola, which was 
suited to a lighter gun Also, the 
recoil effect of the bigger gun was 
Ignored In the rptrofit package 
Offered by Vickers for the Centu¬ 
rions, these aspects have been 
taken into account and the possibil¬ 
ity of the reconditioned tanks doing 
well are rated high by experts 

Interestingly, the Indian made 
Vijayanta tank, manufactured at 
the Avadi factory near Madras, is 
basically a successor of the Centu¬ 
rion so the Vijayanta is based on a 
Vickers MBT(Mark 1) model, which 
was developed by the British in the 
mid Sixties along with the Chief¬ 
tains (MBT stands for 'main battle 
tank’) The Centurions have gone 
throuflji 13 marks (models) and the 
Vickers MBT(MK1) is only an int- 
proved version of the Centurion so 
the Vijayanta armament is that of 
later marks of the Centurions (105 
mm gun), but it has an improved 
cransistonsed gun control equip- 
amnt. In 1966 India purchased a 
row of the MBT(MK 1} tanks from 
Ihitain and later set up the Avadi 
factory 

The israejis, according to the 
Milmty JSsiaace, 1979-80 pub¬ 
lished by tbd'Ittteniational Insti¬ 
tute of Brogtei^ jStttdies, London, 
have.raci>bti(f iJiOO Centunons in 
ective iervici. Besides, hiliwmed 
louroet say that the laraelis are 
ttsing around 500 CeUtunon tanka 
as i^.propelled guns by tetitoving 
the turret and puttiQg a 105 mm - 
gun in the tank. These self- 
prepeUfd guns cotTOwin handy at 
the tigte <n a tank attack on the 
eneinra infantry. Befpra the tahi» 
move in, ih«n Israeli sah^ 

' propelwd gotta am piaster the \ 

enemy’s infentry. < 
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How sincere is king 
Birendra? 

ByDEVENDRA PRASAD SINGH 


OR those seeking an in¬ 
sight into the politics of 
Nepal and the character 
of B P. Keirala who has 
_I towered over the coun¬ 
try’s political scene like a colossus 
! during the last three decades, this 
book will come in very handy. The 
palace and the government have been 
guided by only one consideration all 
these gloomy years, namely, how to 
curb Koirala’s influence among the 
people of Nepal and in the outside 
world. As the book will show, Koirala 
has never been unreasonable But he 
has been unrelenting in the pursuit of 
his only goal of bringing democracy to 
Nepal, without which, as he rightly 
thinks, Nepal cannot make any real 
progress and be modernised 

For people who have not kn«;wn 
Koirala fairly intimately, it may be 
surprising to discover through this 
book ^hat BP always stood for a negoti¬ 
ated settlement with the king It was 
’ with considerable reluctance that he 
chose the path of a violent struggle to 
achieve democratic rights for the peo¬ 
ple of his toiiniiy Bhola Chatterjee 
has tendered a great service m making 
It abundantly clear that Koirala can go 
to the greatest lengths to reach an 
understanding with the monarch 
Koirala, as the book reveals, nevei 
stood III the way of his valued col¬ 
league, General ,S Shamsher adopting 
a conciliatory attitude, although he 
did not believe that at that point of 
time the efforts would be fruitful 
Jayaprakash Narpyan is quoted as 
saying that the efforts made to per¬ 
suade king Birendra to democratise 
his country’s polity did not produce 
encouraging results at all^ The king in 
his reply to JP’s letter said that there 
was no question at all of bringing in 
Parliamentary democracy, although, 
he admitted that there were faults in 
the existing Panchayat System, which 
he would try to remove Even though 
the king’s stand seemed to be unbend^ 
ing, Koirala, at the risk of his life, 
returned to Kathmandu in December, 
1976 

The author had been authorised by 
BP to visit Kathmandu and explore on 
his behalf the possibility of a tap- 
prochement with the king But he did 
not succeed in getting an audience 
with the monarch and came back dis¬ 
appointed. As Bhola Chatterjee had 
participated in the Nepalese people’s 
Struve for democracy in 1951-52, he 
had become identified with the demo- 
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cratic cause in Nepal. The intensity of 
his feeling for a democratic set-up in 
Nepal can be matched only by Mis 
great concern for the preservation of 
democracy in his own country. He has, 
therefore, been taking constant in¬ 
terest in the development of the 
Nepalese polity since 1951. He has, 
almost all along, aveed with Koirala’s 
moves to restore democracy in Nepal. 

The taped interviews, which have 
been incorporated in this book, have a 
special attraction, but they do raise 
some suspicion in one’s mind as to the 
genuineness of the king’s desire to 
democratise his country’s polity—a 
fact, which the author has somewhat 
overlooked. The present king’s father, 
as has been brought out, aveed to 
meet Koirala to sort out differences 
only when he was under heavy press¬ 
ure of armed attacks by guerillas of 
the Nepali Congress. When he found 
the situation easing, he discovered 
excuses for calling off the meeting 

King Birendra mso did not initially 
respond favourably to Koirala’s over¬ 
tures Koirala’s very reasonable thesis 
that the monarch and the democratic 
forces must cooperate in their mutual 
interest did not seem to produce the 
desired effect. Although BP remained 
in prison even when he was seriously 
ill, it was only when pressure, both 
internal and external, for his release 
mounted that the king set him free for 
treatment in the USA. Believing in the 
sincerity of the king and also to keep 
his word, Koirala returned to Nepal 
aher treatment and he was sent back 
to prison. When his condition deterio¬ 
rated, he was allowed again to go to 
New York When Koirala was away in 
the USA this time, two of his political 
colleagues, Thapa and Shrestha, were 
hanged. This naturally shocked BP and 
almost anyone else would have lost 
faith in the king. But despite bitter 
criticism from his colleagues, BP was 
determined to resume the dialogue 
and meet the king to reach some kind 
of an agreement with him He believed 
that if an understanding was not 
reached with the king, Nepal’s very 
existence as a nation would be in 
jeopardy He still had faith in the 
sincerity and more so in the wisdom of 
the monarch. As he has been quoted in 
the book, he believed that king Biren¬ 
dra was wiser than other kings Time 
alone will show how far this belief is 
justified 

There is no doubt that BP's persis¬ 
tent endeavour to bring the king on 


the side of the democratic forces hod 
created a favourable ciiiMte for the 
development of a liberal atmosphere 
in the country. On top a( this, the 
violent flare-up in Kathmandu on 23 
May 1979, preceded by an agitation in 
many other parts of Nepal, exerted the 
necessary pressure on me i^ace- King 
Birendra announced on 34 May 197.fi 
that a national referendum would be 
held on the vexed issue of what the 
future shape of the country’s polity 
should be. 

Although the announcement cre¬ 
ated great enthusiasm in the country, 
what intrigued people was that the 
political prisoners and detenus and 
those activists who were ia exile were 
not immediately granted amnesty. It 
was only a few days before the re¬ 
ferendum that amnesty was granted to 
them, making it impossible for them to 
use their influence with the people. 
From Koirala's statements before the 
referendum date was announced it 
also appears that he too had some 
doubts in his mind. How is it that the 
king fixed the date for the referendum 
only one month earlier, when he had 
announced that there woidd be a re¬ 
ferendum a year before the poll? Was 
the time necessary for making prepa¬ 
rations for rigging the polls? Bhola 
Chatterjee should have dealt with this 
aspect in his book. 

The analysis of the Nepalese scene 
in the book is in total conformity with 
BP’s. Not even once has Chatterjee 
expressed any misgivings about the 
genuineness of the king’s intention to 
restore democracy in Ne^, although 
there were quite a few indications tl^ 
the king was not as sincere as BP 
believed him to be. Developments sub¬ 
sequent to the referenduna strengthen 
the suspicion that the king had his 
reservations about Nepal having a 
democratic polity Many of BP’s col¬ 
leagues and others of the multi-Party 
front honestly feel that he has been 
doublecrossed Although Koirala feels 
that the election was not rigged, he 
does find the election result unex¬ 
pected and inexplicable. To those who 
do not put the same faith in the king as 
Koirala, it is perhaps not so unex¬ 
pected and inexplicable Maybe that 
the whole thing was so planned as to 
produce a favourable result for the 
Panchayat System Unless things im¬ 
prove, Nepal may again be in the grip 
of upheavals and the very integrity of 
the country may be threatened, which 
Koirala has been doing his best to 
avert 

The speciaf attractions of the book 
are the long interviews with Koirala 
the author draws heavily on But its 
readability has been marred some¬ 
what by numerous printing e rrors. 

Palace People and Politics, Nepal 
in Perspective, Ankur Publishing 
House, Rs 55 


33 



Many uses of 
the Doctor 

Pawar uses Datta Samant as a pawn 


T Ht former (hiet Minister of 
Mahdrdihtra Mr Sharad Pawar is 
trying to be the self-appointed 
saviour of I)i Datta Samant the 
Congress!U) strategist Mr Pawar 
and Rdini Patel, the lawyer are play¬ 
ing the middlemen between Dr 
Samant and the big industiialists 
But does I)i Datta Samant need 
either Mr Pawar or Mr Patel’ This is 
the question being asked in trade 
union circles where it is well known 
that middlemen work to the advan¬ 
tage of employers alone, very rarely 
to that of the employees 

Neither of these two gentlemen, 
one ot whom was once the Chief 
Minister befriended Dr Samant last 
year when he languished tor nearly 
two months m police custody follow¬ 
ing a knife attack by an unknown 
assailant on three members of the 
wealthy Godrej famtly When Mr 
Pawar was the Chief Minister he was 
unable to resolve the dispute at Pre¬ 
mier Automobiles He let down the 
Premier workers at the last minute 
when arbitration was left in his 
hands Meanwhile, he reportedly 
toured a Gulf state with the young 
Ajit Gulabchand, nephew of Pre¬ 
mier’s Lalchand Hirachand, as his 
tour guide And as Dr Samant said on 
the day of his July 1980 morcha (see 
Sunday, 7 September 1980) “The 
then Chief Minister of Maharashtra, 
Mr Sharad Pawar, and the then 
Labour Minister Mr Sushil Kumar 
Shinde, had declared openly in the 
Legislative Assembly that they 
would incorporate a sdcret ballot in 
the MRTU and Pulp Act, but for 
reasons best known to them, this has 
not materialised so far ” 

It may also be recalled that Dr 
Samant had toyed with the idea of 
joining the Congress(U) at one time, 
but he was not welcomed by Mr 
Pawar Then, when Samant decided 
to fight the 1980 Parliamentary and 
Assembly elections on his own, Mr 
Pawar put up one of his henchmen 
Mr Gurunath Kulkarni as the Con¬ 
gress! U) candidate against him Mr 
Kulkarni lost his deposit, and 
Samant won the Assembly seat from 
Kurla, thus pioving that the Congres- 
mU) had no base among the working 
class in the city 

In layman’s terms the moves by 
Messrs Pawar and Patel could be 
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Datta Samant 

described as^opportunist, but in poll 
tical terms it would be tactical, a 
trap, within which Dr Samant could 
be manipulated in the interest of the 
Congress(U) Dr Samant made a 
grave tactical mistake when he tried 
to gain control of the Crompton 
Greaves union with the support of a 
very small minority of workers He 
got ai rested The advocate general 
appeared for the state Mr Rajni 
Patel who appeared for Dr Samant 
put up a strong case for bail for the 
trade union leader Samant was re¬ 
leased on bail after 17 days in police 
custody And so the Congress(lJ) is 
demanding its pound of flesh which 
would also enable them to be re¬ 
levant in Bombay city where every 
action is magnified to national prop¬ 
ortions. 

Or Samant who has a vast follow¬ 
ing among workers in the industrial 
belt is presently hounded by the 
industrialists and government alike. 
In fact the INTUC-affiliated Mazdoor 
Congress took a three-member de¬ 
legation to the Prime Minister last 
month with a trumped up charge that 
2 3 lakh workers were facing starva¬ 
tion in Bombay region due to the 
‘irresponsible actions of a union 
which is led by unruly elements’ 
They also said that big units like 
Premier Automobiles, Wellmgn In¬ 
dia Ltd., Richardson R. Cruddas 
were shut down due to the ‘nefarious 
activities’ of the above union. This 
has obvious reference to Dr Datta 
Samant’s union. 

The INTUC which has always sur¬ 
vived, courtesy the government in 
powei, iS irrelevant in the state and 
particularly in Bombay Though it 
claims a large membership, its influ¬ 


ence on the trade unions cannot be 
compared to that made by Dr 
Samant In fact they are nowhere 
near the crest of the wave that Dr 
Samant is currently floating on 
The Congress(U) is even more 
irrelevant in Bombay city They have 
to depend on renting a crowd, for 
their morchas in the city Dr Samant, 
on the other hand has been able to 
get thousands of men and wemen to 
come to his meetings This has made 
him a ‘prize catch’ in the political 
playfield where Congress(U) is 
trying desperately to either topple 
the Congress(I) led Antulay govern¬ 
ment or alternatively to bargain for 
entry into the Congress(I) from a 
position of strength If Dr Samant is 
theirs they have a readymade base in 
the city, though Dr Samant does not 
believe in workers’ fraternity, nor 
does he participate in action on 
wider issues effecting workers like 
price rise, ordinanies and so on So 
far, the Congress! U) seems to have 
the first lound in plaving the middle¬ 
man game Speaking on behalf of Dr 
Samant, Mr Rajni Patel who had 
invited the Press and Dr Samant to 
his house for tea last week, said that 
Dr Samant was ready for f^lks with 
the management of Premier Auto¬ 
mobiles In fact, Piemier’s Ajit 
Gulabchand was waiting in an ad¬ 
joining room The enforced talks 
obviously fizzled out, notwithstand¬ 
ing the presence of middlemen A 
day later. Premier’s issued a state¬ 
ment denying that. 

Mr Rajni Patel has since left for 
the United States for an eye opera¬ 
tion and Mr Sharad Pawar who lacks 
the knowhow of Mr Patel has messed 
up the strategy.The Chief Minister 
Mr A. R. Antulay has now called Dr 
Samant and the representatives of 
Premier Automobiles, Calico and 
other effected companies. He has 
succeeded in getting Calico and 
others to lift the lockouts which have 
been declared some weeks ago. 

Dr Samant is skating on thin ice. 
From the ring-side view it seems that 
if he plays the ‘domesticated poodle’ 
of the Congress! U) he will be given 
‘protection’. Alternatively, he has to 
keep on the right side of the Chief 
Minister This is the price he has to 
pay in terms of his individual style of 
functioning which has made him the 
focal point of lakhs of law-abiding, 
impatient workers from highly paid 
engineers to the oppressed quarry 
workers. 

Nobody, least of all Messrs Pawar 
and Patel, care to answer these ques¬ 
tions. They and the Congress(U) 
have to survive first and they will use 
Dr Samant as a pawn in their game 
for survival, if they can. 

OLGA TELUS,Bombay 




JV barbaric trade 


In fact, a high mortality rate starts 


tion but it remains a dubious observer. 
A senior administrator said. "It is for 
the Society for the Prevention of 
Cruelty to Animals (SPCA) and Zoolo- 



A bird cage 

B ehind the famous Sir Stuart 
Hogg’s New Market in Chowrinjs- 
hee is the Calcutta Bird Market, 
largest bird mart in the country. There 
are 15 dealers who own the whole 
mart. It houses about four lakh para- 
»keets,' cranes, cuckoos, chaffinches, 
pigeons, falcons, doves, orioles, coots, 
white-backed vultures, monkeys, rab¬ 
bits, white rats and guinea pigs. For 
the animals it is a ghastly experience 
As many as 100 to 200 orioles, finches 
etc choke in unbelievable together¬ 
ness in cages full of seeds, droppings 
and dead birds. Each of the cages is 
three feet by two feet by few inches in 
height and are placed precariously one 
below another in seemingly endless 
rows. The larger birds like the cranes,, 
white backed vultures and owls are 
stacked in baskets with a net topping 
each. They are more, suitable for five 
or six hens. 

The mart is a massive dark hall. 
Inside there is a constant cacophony 
and a strong stench of putrescent 
birdseed, bird droppings and dead 
birds. Amidst the pandemonium the 
macabre packing of birds and animals 
for export to Britain, USA, Holland, 
France, the Gulf States, far Eastern 
and other European countries goes on. 

Since colourful birds are in great 
demand and fetches a minimum of 
£3-50 a pair, ordinary birds are dipped 
in vats containing red, blue, yellow, 
and green pigments. Some dealers 
even use pumps and spray colour 
throu^ the bars of the cages. The 
mortwty rate of the birds is very high 
due to the colours in their nostrils and 
ayes. The dealers however, remalp 
unperturbed because of the high prt^e 
each pair of birds fetch. Since they 
buy them at cheap prices from profes¬ 
sional trappers tn<^ can afford it. 


continue to trap the birds clandestine- 
W In UP, Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan, 
Kerala, Tamil Nadu, West Bengal ana 
Karnataka. The rule the trappers 
strictly follow is; the more colourful a 
bird the more its price. Therefore, 
once the birds are trapped the females 
and the young ones usually duller in 
colour are killed. The next stage con¬ 
sists of sending the birds to bird mar¬ 
kets in conditions similar to ones pre¬ 
valent in Calcutta. 

When this correspondent visited 
the Calcutta market, 20 cages of 
painted orioles were being prepared to 
be sent to the UK. British Airways 
labels were on the cages About 100- 
150 of them along with two small pots 
of water and seed were clustered in 
each cage measuring one foot by one 
foot by about six inches in height. 
Some of the birds definitely looked 
dead 

When asked why the lATA cargo 
rules of providing proper food, adequ¬ 
ate water and bigger cages were not 
followed, the cargo agent in charge of 
the consignment complacently re- 

E lied. “When millions of human 
eings are devoid of food, shelter and 
clothes, why bother for these mute 
birds?” The bird market is under the 
iunsdiction of the" Calcutta Corpora- 


aware tnat numerous protc 
under the World Wildlife 
being taken out of the country illegally 
and in conditions in which only a few 
months ago all the 770 birds died en 
route to Holland. This has happened 
before when due to e climactic change 
or technical default a flig^ht was de¬ 
layed. All the birds were round dead 
because of suffocation and lack of 
adMuate food and water. 

The organisation also knows that if 
it “protests strongly both to the Cen¬ 
tral Government and Calcutta Cor¬ 
poration something fruitful will de¬ 
finitely crop up" But it is not so. A 
strange status quo is maintained by it 
as it IS helpless in rehabilitating the 
bird dealers due to a “lack of funds 
unless helped by the state govern¬ 
ment.” 

Bureaucratic red tape on the other 
hand stops the Zoological Survey of 
India (ZSI) from taking any firm step. 
A ZSI official said: “Right now we’re 
shifting our whole office to the Bota¬ 
nical Garden and we’re quite busy. 
Only after we shift could we give a 
thought.to this.issue”. A point to note 
is that the bird market has been in 
New Market since 1937 No step has 
been taken yet to stop such a barbaric 
trade 

SOUMITRO BOSE,Calcutta 


Operation snakeskins 


International racket busted 

T he date 16 Jul^r 1980, the time- 9 
am An Ambassador car followed a 
truck out of the phal pattee (fruit 
section) of College Street Market, Cal¬ 
cutta—where the truck had just been 
loaded—along Mechua Bazar Street. 
The truck continued moving in a 
north-east direction, towards Bongaon, 
a town on the Bangladesh border, the 
Ambassador on its tail By nightfall, 
they reached Bongaon. Early next 
morning, the truck began moving 
again. Its destination; the Petrapol 
border. Not long after the border was 
reached. Customs officials singled out 
the truck and conducted a thorough 
search. And not in vain. Of the 320 
fruit crates on thd truck 59 contained 
one lakh snake-skins. The truck was 
seized, its driver and his 26-year-old 
companion, Lakshman Mishra 
arrested. 

“We spent a sleepless night, keep¬ 
ing a constant vigil. But we had to be 
cautious lest the driver and his com¬ 
panion know of our presence,” said 
Tapan Lahiri, deputy director Re¬ 
venue Intelligence, Calcutta, one of 
the five occupants of the Ambassador 
that was tailing the truck. Mr Lahiri 


had been informed earlier that a truck 
would be smuggling contraband snake- 
skins across the Bangladesh border. 
He immediately issued an order to 
follow the truck and accompanied four 
ofDcers to apprehend the culprits red- 
handed Vi'uh the cooperation of the 
Land Customs officials, West Bengal, 
the efforts of Mr Lahiri and his men 
were crowned with success. 

The 17 July arrests and seizure on 
the Petrapol border revealed some 
interesting facts. The attempted smug¬ 
gling was a part of the o^rations of an 
international ring. The kingpin of the 
gang, Kamal C^edda operated from 
Colaba, Bombay. But strict vigilance of 
the Land Customs, Bombay forced 
Chedda to change his centre from 
Bombay to Calcutta and Madras. Of 
these two bases, the vigilance of the 
Tamil Nadu government forced Ched¬ 
da to make Calcutta the main centre of 
his activities with an office at 23, 
Netaji Subhas Road, Calcutta. The 
office was manned by Lakshman Mis¬ 
hra (one of the occupants of the truck) 
and his brother Bijoy Mishra. 

The modus operand i of the gang 
was to buy snake-skins from adivasis 
at throwaway prices. The goods were 
then smuggled to Bangladesh upder 
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thie gilfb <li exporting marble chips, 
tnttbrella handles, glasses and fruits. 
From Bangladesh the skins were final¬ 
ly smuBglM to London, Pans, Madrid, 
Bonn, usbon, Rome and the United 
States of AAeiica, where they found a 
read^ mailcet. 

Not Iona after Lakshman Mishra’s 
arrest on 1/ July, police sent messages 
to Calcutta and Bombay where Bijoy 


Mishra and Kama! Chedda were 
arrested. The Union Finance Minister 
Venkataraman has decided to look 
into the matter of illegal exports, but 
so far no concrete measures have been 
taken 

SUOEB ROYCHOWDHURY, 
Calcutta 


Th6 transfe r game 

MLAs and Ministers play it 



Arjun Singh 


T here is a new business in Madhya 
Pradesh in which some ruling Par¬ 
ty MLAs and a few Ministers are 
involved The business is a money 
spinner and all it involves is the trans¬ 
fer of government servants Of late, 
especially during the three months of 
Mr Arjun Singh’s Chief Ministership, 
the business of transfers has assumed 
a dimension hitherto unknown in the 
country It is learnt that nearly one 
lakh transfer orders were issued dur¬ 
ing the last three months and almost 
half of them were cancelled 

Mr Arjun Singh has repeated in his 
Press conferences and in the Vidhan 
Sabha that transfers were done only 
for administrative convenience 
However, it needs no Sherlock Holmes 
to detect that the tiansfers are politi¬ 
cally motivated It is believed that the 
present Chief Ministei finds his posi¬ 
tion politically insecure with the other 
two Congress (1) leaders, P C Sethi 
and V. C Shukla, in direct oppostion 
to him. In Older to consolidate his 
osition Mr Aijun Singh has allowed 
IS Party MLAs to have their say in the 
transfer of the officials 1 he MLAs aie 
exploiting the opportumiv for leplac 
ing inconvenient ofticials with men 
loyal to them The transfers have most¬ 
ly occurred in the Forest and Irriga¬ 
tion departments Education, I'ood, 
Excise, Sales Tax and othet depart 
ments have not been left untouched 
Engineers in Madhya Pradesh ate 
known to patronise the MLAs and 
Ministers. It is alleged that thev had 
paid Rs 10 lakhs to some membeis ot 
the Janata government foi new pay 
scales The then president of their 
association, Mr G S. Pun, resigned 
from his post in protest against the 
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payment When the Congress (1) came 
to power m MP, they offered a similar 
payment to the members of the new 
government The result was that the 
Irrigation Minister, Mr Shiv Bhanu 
Solanki, prepared and finalised the 
transfer list of the engineers of his 
department in New Delhi and not in 
Bhopal. A special feature of the list is 
that such omcials were charged with 
corruption and transferred elsewhere 
and against whom enquiries had been 
going on They have not only been 
brought back to their former posts but 
also promoted Mr Ram Shankar 
Singh, a Lok Dal MLA, has presented a 
list of names of irrigation department 
engineers to the state governor He 
claims that the engineers had paid 
huge sums of money to the Irrigation 
Minister for transfers to places of their 
own choice 

There are innumerable examples of 
such transfers A food inspector was 
arrested in Mungeli for his involve¬ 
ment in the black market sale of sugar 
worth several lakhs of rupees from the 
Food Corporation of India godowns 
When in the course of his election tour 
Mr P C Sethi visited Mungeli, people 
complained about the food scandal Mr 
Sethi promised them that as soon '•> a 
Congiess (I) government was formed 
in the state, action would be taken 
against the eiiant food inspector True 
to his word, Mr Sethi through the 
Minister of State for Civil Supplies, Mr 
Balkavi Bairagi transferred the food 
inspector No sooner had this been 
done, the Minister of Forests Mr Ved- 
ram, who is from the same place laised 
his voice in protest He moved Mr 
Baiiagi to get the transfer order can¬ 
celled as the food inspector was a 
“veiy good official ” 

The deputy chief Minister Mr Shiv 
Bhanu Singh Solanki is reported to 
have confided to some of his Cabinet 
colleagues that his main headache was 
recommendations about officials re¬ 
ceived from Party MLAs and Minis¬ 
ters In many cases the Chief Minister 
and his Cabinet colleagues have had to 
revise their decisions about transfer of 
government officials July and August 
were months of transfers when all 
roads led to Bhopal. It was a time when 
a large numbei of officials camped in 
the state capital seeking cancellation 
of transfei orders 

M. V. KHER, Raipur 


Publisher 

remembered 

•CebMPRAKASH, my father, who 

was the founder of the Radha 
Krishna Prakashan, had a great 
passion for publishing We have 
organised this exhibition and insti¬ 
tuted a prize for the best Hindi 
book for the year to keep the mem¬ 
ory of the man who has contributed 
so much to the publishing of Hindi 
books in this country alive,” said 
Arvind Kumar, son of late Shri 
Omprakash The exhibition—Shri 
Omprakash Smriti Samaroh— 
opened on 28 August and lasted for 
four days. It was organised in mem¬ 
ory of the founder of Radha Krish¬ 
na Prakashan, Shri Omprakash who 
died on 29 August, 1979 The ex¬ 
hibition IS going to be an annual 
event and will be held on the same 
days It will also consist of an award 
of Rs 500 per month for a year to be 
given to a young author (age not 
exceeding 39 years) The exhibition 
will display significant books pub¬ 
lished in Hindi ovei the last ten 
years This year’s winner was Gir- 
dhar Rathi, the author of Bahdr 
Bheeiar 

At the inauguration, Nirmal Var- 
ma, the noted Hindi author, said 
that publishing was an obsession 
with Omprakash and recalled his 
various meetings with the pub¬ 
lisher The duty of an artist, he said 
was to transfer reality which was 
visible to everyone into writings 
An important question was raised 
on the 48 books on display at the 
exhibition The fact that a small 
number of books in Hindi was pub¬ 
lished over the last ten years was 
significant In effect it meant that 
complacency had crept in. 

Out of the small number of 
books on display 25 per cent were 
translations from Marathi, Kanna¬ 
da, Urdu and English books The 
selection of the books was done by 
a panel of five eminent writers S. 
H Vatsyayan, Namvur Singh, Ra- 
jendra Yadav, Kunwar Narain and 
Ashok Vajpayee “We chose writers 
from different fields We wanted 
the selection to be absolutely fair 
But what has caused the con¬ 
troversy IS the fact that there were 
many books which were transla¬ 
tions Some eminent writers were 
critical of this But our emphasis is 
on books published in Hindi, which 
include translations and not just 
books written in Hindi. This exhibi¬ 
tion is from a publisher’s point of 
view. We merely organised the ex¬ 
hibition. The selection was done by 
the panel of authors and the books 
are meant to be trendsetters,” said 
Arvmd Kumar 

SAUMITRA BANERJEE, 

Delhi 
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Jagmohan's sugary bluff 


Or is Delhi Lt Gov. merely incompetent? 


''p^lCR^ might have been a sugai 
JL muddle all over the countiy, but m 
Delhi the blundei was compounded by 
the extiaordinary behaviour ol LtGov 
Linoi, Jagmohan The Lt Governor’s 
tliily pioclamations in the newspap 
irs, and over TV and radio that theie 
was no sugai shortage only aggiavated 
the Delhite’s alieady shoit tempe% “It 
v\as appaiently a case of siigai sugai 
tveiywheie, but not a ciystal loi salt 
n ttu shops except at blackmaikct 
Kites commented a school tiacliei 
s iicasticallv 

lioiiicallv tilt sihtint lot pioviding 
^uj,ai at the late of Rs G 10 in ilie open 
maikel was mooted on the gioiiiids 
that It would ensuii a sweet filltd 
It stical season But /aiimas/itami on 2 
Si ptembti piovtd to bt bittci House 
wives seaiching dcspeiattlv toi sugai 
lo ni ike then kbtei gar/ai Aa /)>i/iva 
ind gii/a/i id/nniis suddcrilv discoveied 
that there was no sugai at the local 
eioctis’ oi it was being otfcied at 
cxhoibitant latcs of Rs 12 to Rs 11 a 
kg The sudden spuit in sugai paces 
took tvtivoiit by sin [11 ISC since two 
da\s eailiei sugai had been selling toi 
Rs S pci kg A week ago the puce haii 
hitII Rs 7’^0 

Oil ? Septembti lagmohan called 
the tnst of a senes of evening Piess 
. oidcitntes to claiify matteis on the 
*'si gai liont He explained that Delhi 
had started a new scheme for the 
disttibution of flee sail sugai in Delhi 
Hi announced tiluinphaiitlv that 
siign would be sold in the open mar 
ket It a fixed price ol Rs 6 10 pel kg 
Since when had this amazing scheme 
hten in opeiation-' asked puzzled 
ntwsmen Accoiding to the Lt Gov 
iinoi the scheme was ititioduced from 
I lie beginning ol Septembei although 
he had no salislactoiy explanation as 
lo win It took him thiee days to 
iiinouncc to the Delhi public what the 
new laie of sugai was to be In answer 
to newsmens’ piotests that sugar 
puces in the capital duiing the first 
iliiee days of September had almost 
been double his magical figure, Jag 
inohan explained that theie was a 
lalse impression of a sugai shortage 
simply because most shops wete 
closed on Jdnmdshtami When, it was 
pointed out that a survey on that veiy 
day a working dav, revealed that 
sugai was selling in most localities fot 
Rs 12 per kg, Jagmohan dismissed it as 
nonsense with a wave of his hand He 
assured the newsmen if any cases 
could be cued the blackmarketeeis 
would be prosecuted under the Essen 
tial Commodities Act 

The picture painted by Jagmohan 
was indeed one of plenty Delhi had 
been provided an extra 3,w0 tonnes of 
sugar for September ovei and above 
Its monthly quota' of 1,650 kgs of non 
levy sugar He said that supeibazais 
and CO operatives had been issued 500 



tonnes alieady and anorhei 700 tonnes 
would be allotted the next da> In 
addition the wholesalers had been 
sanctioned 500 tonnes and asked to lift 
another 700 tonnes by 4 Septembei 
“Ihe maiket is now flushed with 
sugai, there is absolutely no incentive 
to hoaid,” said lagmohan Newsmen 
weie assured that fhe public would be 
fiee to buy fiee sale sugai at Rs 6 10 
pel kg 

Apparently the state administra 
tion was unware of the situation The 
government lun superbazars had on 
that very day been selling sugar at Rs 
7 90 a kg, which, as the piesident of 
the cooperative stores noted proudly 
in a Press handout, was much below 
the prices being quoted elsewhere in 
the city Superbazars promised to sell 
sugai at Rs 6 50 on a I ation card fi om 4 
September The superba/ais howevei 
sold sugar at Rs 6 10 a kg to ration 
caid holders entitled to two kilograms 
The queues were long and tempers 
high “I had to take leave from mv 
work to ensure that my family can get 
Its cup of tea at breakfast,” said a 
clerk disgustedly 

On 4 September, Jagmohan held 
allothei Press conference, by now 
backing out of his original piumisc of 
“take home as much sugar as you 
like ’’ Eree sale sugai was to be res 
tncted to two kilograms per iation 
card The Lt Governor was becoming 
peevish about the queues put to him 
Two kilograms of sugar was moie than 
enough tor a family Asked what was 
»o be the state of nun i ation caid 
holders, jagmohan dismissed then 
plight They were the affluent few who 
could well afford to buy at blackmai 
ket rates said he, conveniently foiget 
ting some 200,000 peisons, most of 
whom are migrant, pool labouieis Eoi 
some inexplicable reason, howevei, 
the masses continued to queue foi 
sugar at the superbazais and co 
operatives Most shopkeepeis eilhei 
claimed to have no sugar stocks or sold 
It at blackmarket lates 

By then Jagmohan’s tone at his 
Press conferences was becoming dis 
tinctly snappish The shoitage panic, 
he claimed, was due to Press leport 


He reiterated that there was plenty ol 
sugai “If there was so much sugai 
why were shopkeepeis still selling 
sugar at Rs 12, asked a newsman 
“Why should you pay extra'’ Why 
encourage lawlessness when you can 
buy at official lates thiough govern 
ment agencies,” was the 11 Gov 
einnoi’s letoit Appaiently he was 
now conceding that the government 
was in no position to get the shopkeep 
ers to sell sugar at the appioved late 
Ihe next day a local daily cairied a 
(ihotogiaph ol the mammoth queue 
outside the sugai bazai. making it 
obvious why people weie being loiced 
to buy at exhoibitant lates But jagmo 
han was not cony meed Osiiichlike he 
continued to dig his head into the sand 
and at Piess conteieiues explain his 
“no sugai shoitage” ihtoiv 11 there 
was a shoitage lagmohan felt, it 
would be seen in the second week of 
Septembei not in the tirst week It was 
a simple mathematical problem 
By Monday 8 Septembei the I t 
Goveinoi had given up his sugai brief 
mgs to the Piess Whethei he had 
finally woken up to the tact that theie 
w a sugai pioblem oi not, is anyone’s 
guess Incidentallv in all this sugai 
mess Delhites could not help recalling 
the so successful Longiess (I) election 
ditty, “Dek/i It eva Jjn.itd kd khel, khd 
fSdvee c/ieetiJ pee gave mitn kd 
tel ’(Seethe janata’s game They have 
eaten up the sugai and drunk the 
keiosene I Sugai at the end of the 
Janata lai was selling foi Rs J 50 to Rs 
4 00 a kilo, although toi most of the 
time the price was aiound Rs J 00 per 
lilo Lven duiitig the lok Dal legime 
sugai was selling fot Rs 4 55 per kg 

A SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT, 


Delhi 


Succour to 
ufjwanteo 

Hyundai ombam for 
Wriipf Mr 
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niMtiw 
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chjddrea aU over w«>ridz 
cK^anM^lfOn iwiws 
dren who have heen ,, 

the maasacre at Maodai «ai|i#''tiie 
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kill Or ihe^hwbe ^awd tm » 
SZ'acre jihM cfC land at Komvma, 10 
kms ol^tie'Bbmbajt'Gea hiKHway. 
The'dHlfidC# will be tauid>t crafts 
add eddeated the Gamkul and 
made ibto good citizens of the 
wbrtd<Anyone wiliing to help the 
orga’msation may contact Mr 
Ta^asaheb Chavan, President, Zil- 
ia jrarifdwd, Ratnagtn, 415612. 
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Administration to films 

Bombay Corporation grants a loan 


who will tidve an ultvi alKiut ihi 
power, the g^eiltne^s of the woman ant 
that era But they have taken Padma 
iiabh. whose only achievement ha' 
been the fact that he diiected Ra 
Khosla’s Do thoi 1 hate to sav thing' 


4</^lVINCiad hot j'laius is all vtiv 
VJwell, but il IS niitss.m in lol 
low up the use these giants aie pul lo 
Tor instance what has happt ned to 
the film on Shivap’s moihci and how 
IS the ad hoc giani tn.idt lot that 
pill pose being used'' asked coipoi 
,ilor Pi.ibhakai Niklankai lie was 
lefeiiing to gianis that had been ad\ 
lUiced by the Koinbav Municipal Cm 
poration leteiitlv Appaientiv Mis 
Shaniilal Patil gia/ide d.imv of Mahai 
ashtra poliiics is well as its Revenue 
Ministei had thought ol making a 
histoiical lilrn on Shivaji’s motliei In 
1977, she sold the idea to the Boinbav 
Cm poration and succeeded in obtain 
ing an iniiiai giant of Rs five lakhs to 
start the pioduction 

Rut that was onlv (he beginning In 
couisc of lime a total ot Rs 4S lakhs 
flowed III most ol which was leported 
Iv spent on the tilni Stiangelv enough 
ihc diiectoi ot the film refused to 
believe the fact “If they have alieadv 
spent that much, then they have cer 
tainlv oveispent,” said director Pad 
maiiabh But Hindurao Paul, a lo g 
time associate of Shanttlal Patii and 
the man handling the Jijamata Pratis 
than had an explanation ot how the 
money might have been spent “We 
often spent Rs two lakhs just tor 
foul dav sets We wanted a sense ot 
giandeui, of artistry, an absolutely 
authentic waidiobe We got the best 
actots (Nutan, Sunil Dutt, Parikshit 
Sahani and Aiuna Irani) and we are 
going to make what will be a living 
memorial to }ijamata ” 

So that was wheie Rs 4S lakhs went 
But where was the film’ It was stated 
that eight leels had already been can 
lied, and that the film had been de 
laved for the want of funds An ate 
dent that had befallen Parikshit Sal > 
III, the actoi who plays Shivaji had also 
stopped the filming Sahani, wht is 
quite indignant at the way he has ' een 
saddled with all the responsibilits foi 
the delay said, “It was a very bad 
accident, which was caused by this 
horse that 1 had never ridden in my 
lite I need not have ridden it, I could 



All tingeis thus pointed to the ii 
lamata Piatiisihan who have been 
blamed Im, among othei things mis 
a|)piopiiation of tuiids Piahliakar 
Niklankai when loiiiacted said 
“Don’t speak to me about these people 
who sui round Shaiitilal Paul, or the 
bianiata Pratisihan Yes, if they had 
been honest and had leally wanted to 
make a film on Inabhai, they should 
have gone about it properly and taken 
some director who had a sense of 
histmy Someone like V Shantaram, 


against my fellow corporatois, bu 
they ate iust taken tn thoroughly, a' 
they often do, and giant loans withou 
1 Hiding out the facts 

And what do the Pratisthan mem 
beis have as an answei’ “We are not 
commercial, you see We have not yet 
Used Uie distributors’ money, we tre 
ated it mainly as a loan Because then 
we would have had to sell it^t Rs S'! 
lakhs, but now we are hoping to get Rs 
70 lakhs for it You should see the 
songs--one has been pictunsed on a 
minis on Aiuna liani It has been 
written by Pandit Naiendra Sharma, 
and has Laxrpikant Pyaielal’s music 
with Lata Mangeshkai’s voice And 
what dialogues' Nothing like it has 
ever been made on the Hindi screen,” 
says Hindurao Patil 

But foi all pi actual pui poses, fiom 
the cast it appeals that the pioduceis 
have not been able to make up their 
minds on whethei to make a commei 
cial tilm with .ill its tiappmgs oi to 
make a more accuiate film with the 
chaiacters as ceiitial to the him 
Meanwhile, the Bombay Municipal 
Coi poration is, hopefully, leainmg to 
be more cautious 

ASHISH RAJADHYAKSHA 
Bombay 



have demanded that an extra do it for 
me In any case I have beentit work for 
the past eight months after the acci 
dent, and this film is nowhere ” 
.Sahani is not the only person who is 
feeling tins way Padmanabh, the 
director has quite obviously-put his 
heart into it and is very disappointed 
at the delays “We m the film unit, are 
all experienced men, piofi ssionals 
But the pioduction people the men 
handling the finances, etc horn the 
liiamata Pratisthan were vtiv bad 
1 hey were v» inept that the facilities 
that we demanded either |ust did not 
come, or came too late We were veiv 
badly off foi finances It was all very 
amateurish That was the main 
pi oblem ” 



Special Investigation: 

The anti-national 
activities of the. 
Jamaat-e-Islami 
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Relieving cure 


Charms and the man 


AsthmaliL patients ot the 
world will be ulad to hear that 
thtir troubles will soon be 
over lhanks to tht team of 
SIX doctors and studinls Irom 
the Institute of Basu M< dieal 
Silences and Inipeiial (ol 
lege in London and their pain 
staking research ovei the last 
three years flitv were trying 
to identify the mysterious 
chemical present m the lungs 
which causes breathing prob 
Icms in asthmatic patients 
Scientists in Furopt and USA 
knew of the presence of such 
1 chemical but it was the team 
of laindon scientists who iso 
latcd what has been named as 
SRSA or slow reacting subst 
ance of anaphylaxis Ihe 


isol.itioii ol SKSA will be 

h c1pIuI Io I the cure 

Meanwhile some other re 
searchers in London’s Kings 
College Hospital have 
accidentally found the subst 
antes that trigger off asthma 
tic attacks when they were 
conducting research into di 
abettes They have discovered 
that a substance called en 
kephalin, a recently disco 
vered chemical present in the 
brain, acts as a natural mor 
phine and this may be the 
cause of asthmatic attacks 
But the scientists were not 
worried since they found a 
cure The effect of enkephalin 
can he blocked with an injec 
tiun« 



Dying to be free 


A new book will soon hit 
the stands in Britain It will be 
instructive and not meant for 
today’s mixed up frustrated 
kids who search for the end to 
their problems through drugs 
and coii^equently a slow 
death and suicide The pam 
phlet, a manual on how to 
commit suicide, will be meant 
entirely for the old and incur 
ably sick people who have no 
one to take care of them It 
will be a publication of the 
Society for the Right to a 


Dignified Death or otherwise 
known as “Exit” which has a 
membership of 9,000 people 
with an average age of 70 
years In the beginning, the 
society had problems in pub 
lishing the books since preva 
lent laws in England prohibit 
aiding and abetting suicide 
But Exit had a way around it 
Since no such laws exist in 
Scotland the Scottish bianch 
of Exit will publish the book 
which will ease the pain and 
misery of the old and infirm 


Women’s Libbers, take to 
arms against your sisters who 
are members of the Feminine 
Touch The Feminine Touch is 
an organisation formed more 
than a year ago which be 
lieves in setting up women on 
pedestals The Touch mem 


'n bers want to wear hats, make 
V up the II hair in trills and 
™ ringlets od let men take 
charge of them again The 
c foundei of the organisation is 
^a 4ijtdrold grandmother, 
Mrs P( tei Lebow She is 
known to her louch compat 
riots Btttine Lo Beau 
When she found herself sur 
rounded by many friends who 
were moaning about the 
chances ihcv were losing of 
wearing hats with veils 

she decided to do something 
bhc called them over for 
lunch at the Casanova Club 
Alfred Barnett the club 
owner was so overjoyed that 
at last there was an organisa 
lion to fighi the Libbers he 
volunteered to pay for their 
lunch The Feminine Touch 
will, we hope, give back the 
pride of place to women. 


Hold it! 


If you have leaint the 
three ‘Rs’ vou have not learnt 
all There was sex education 
which vou might have missed 
out So schools included sex 
education in the syllabi Ihe 
Australian wine expert from 
Melbourne, John Stanford, 
found out that what his young 
Australian friends in schools 
needed most was a course on 


drinking Ht said if a student 
fell dovsii drunk after school 
ht ,1 u J nut be blamed be 
cause It was possible that the 
student had not taken a wine 
education cuuisc So the wine 
expel t has pt opused a huma 
nifits sl\Ie” (ourse for senior 
students which ‘deals with 
the facts of life, includjng 
drinking 
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enjoying its 
“drinks, dinnei 
dndmusit" like 
the raid said, was 
being periodically 
captuted bv the 
cameras The most 
important spot for the 
evening was the 
mammoth dance floor 
where the dazzling disco 
lights and loud music 
hammering at one’s 
eai drums made con 
versation impossible 
No big stai s graced the 
occasion but O P did not 
seem to mind He kept him 
self buss meeting friends and 
also getting another huge hall 
readied foi a qudwwah with 
Miss babi 1 , (supposed to be a 
famed quawdJIa), for the 
post dinnei entertainment, 
somewheie aiound two in the 
moi ning' The disco bugs were 
not to be disturbed, he 
gushed, and fog was actually 
breathed, like in the films, to 
give the dancing crowd a bit 
moie impetus' Nucan in one 
of those side slit gowns she 
wears these days, could be 
spotted among the crowd, she 
was the only big star aiound 
40 


like his dancing, remained 
consistently bland The 
unbelievable evening cli 
maxed as O P was called 
upstage by hi^riends to re 
ceive birthday kisses The 
disco johnnies were given a 
break, the cake was cut and 
l/elieve it oi not, a real, out 
of true “Happy biithday to 
you” was sung' And all this in 
spue of O P feeling bad 
about celebrating his biith 


day so soon after Mohammed 
Rafi’s dcMth' 

TO ANftLT continues to 
XV make the party rounds 
with wife Pushpa, who in 
cidentally must have been 
told by someone that she 
looks nice in pink and is now 
rarely seen in anything other 
than a pink sarec Pretty 
soon, you see a high Ranjeet 
with his arms around some 
youn^ girls and kissing and 
nuzzling them with gay aban 
don You look aiound instinc 
tivelv foi Pushpa and wonder 
if she IS the pei missive wife 
and then vou find she is no 


Nutdn A chaim nit Honed bv age 

wheic aiound Piobahly she 
leaves early and Ids hubby 
have a good time with no 
guilt' 

F ILMDOM’S latest gossip is 
not all that new at all I 
am talking about the affair 
Dimple and Vijjwiidtd 
Ghdtge ai c supposed to be 
having It was over two years 
ago, that Viiayendia had 
gone to Hong Kong alone and 
that CO incidentally was the 
time Dimple had gone there 
alone too Rajesh had been 
too busy and had sent his 
secretary Yusuf with her 
That’s probably where the 
two met, and must have done 
a bit of shopping together 
Vijayendra however always 
kept a lespectful distance 
and somehow it never oectir 
red to anyone that they could 
be having an affair 
Anyway'the Khannas are 
together again, and it is any 
day now that Dimple will go 
back home ■ 



-rtiD fou think that the 
^ Arab! ware only in- 
B b t t itf In Boaihay? Weil, ac¬ 
tress Prttmil* does not think 
to. She's g^g to cmen a big 
travel outfit, and the 
krapeWne tells me that the 
situated in a fashion- 
hble sho^ng area in the 
hesit of Madras city irould be 
trying to promote Arab con- 
kctions. Does this explain 
^etnih's trips to the Gulf 
cmmtnti? 

TRa Actress was arrested a 
Few WMhs ago but she claims 
that (l was a frame-up. She 
refused to come to the court 
disapiminting those who had 

S rneo up to watch her “If 
pple have to watch me they 
|ter do so in the movie 
latres," seems to be her 
attitude but then not many 
Premila starters are in cir¬ 
culation. From a leading lady 
in "A" grade films, she’s now 
reduced to playing small 
roles. “Blame my stars” says 
the actress but sne isn’t going 
to lie down and pity herself 


W HOSE was the brain 
that managed to plant a 
story which said that Balu 
Mahendra is producing a film 
starring Deepa and “six other 
heroines”? Published in a 
popular Tamil eveninger, the 
l^ews” raised many eyeb- 
jjtes as it’s well known that 
Klu wouldn’t like to direct or 
>hotograph any film starring 
3eepa after “professional 
misunderstanding” between 
the two cropped up neatly a 
year ago. He wasn’t really 
unused to see the “news” 
item and promptly tele¬ 
phoned the editor of the daily 
seeking clarification 

OT long ago Jyothdak- 
xv sftmi's vulgar dances 
were considered a must in 
Telugu films but once her 
.sister Java Malmi stepped in, 
wothilakshmi’s popularity 
B^clined. But she isn’t really 
But of films occasionally 
noth sisters are featured in 
the same film. And the ageing 
I'litress gets into magazines 
now and then whenever 
there’s a domestic problem 
Only recently, her husband 
< omplained to the police that 
'll- had thrown him out of the 
house 


S UtlASINI, who’s acting in 
two films, isn’t sure as yet 
hcther she should take up 
”ore acting assignments or 
r mcentrate on photography, 
■he's an alumni of Adyar 
Film Institute, Madras, where 
she was trained in photogra- 
(Phy There’s also this hand- 



•omc cintnMtognipher 
Jfftltian Vincent who can Mil 
piny iend rolnt. Hi« undn i 
•ti actor but Jainm who hni 
ahotognishtra nearly a dolei 
{nma.(inaiidinf the latait hi 
Curvjtnyt he'd rather follin 
Ml lather who’i a well-itnaw 
cihamntDgrapher and 
director. 

G AYArm it realty 
going piaaa.S^a . 
bna a conple of big nimawitl 
Rafkumar in Rannada and ii 
befn|incranai|i|ily paired 
with Shankar ifn, the nnni- 
faw two hero in Kimntikn. 
Iriey Ticre featured In ona 
solid mt. Auto Raja, and the; 
.are now working together in 
half a dosen films. 

Like Gayatrl, Rajni Shar- 
ma may soon make it big in 
the south. She’s doing a nuin 
her of films in Andhra, and 
her maiden Tamil release is 
doing rather well. 

Y OU have a liberal, prog¬ 
ressive producer. And a 
trustworthy director. And ye 
the film may drag its feet 
This is what’s happening to 
Neajathu Kttladev being pro 
duced by Gowri Shankar tor 
Devi films and directed by J. 
Mahendran. Though the film 
was designed as a quickie, it' 
going on and on. Originally 
only Mohan and Suhasini 
were to star in the film, now 
Pratap Pothan has been 
brought in. He plays the role 
of a fashion photographer. 
And then there’s Sarat Babu. 
The delay apart, Gowri 
Shankar is optimistic that thi 
love story (with a bit of actioi 
thrown in) will do well. His 
first film as a producer, 
Azhiatha Kolangal, was quite 
a hit. 


I F there’s one actor who has 
retained an informal atmos 
phere around him it’s Mohan 
He has made it quite big in 
Andhra and is getting meaty 
roles in Karnataka His first 
film Kokila had done im¬ 
pressive PR work for him 
Whenever Mohan turns uf 
in Madras, his room at hotel 
Palmgrove is packed with 
friendly visitors His free 
evenings are spent in a near¬ 
by drive-in restaurant, an ex¬ 
cellent place for "bird watch¬ 
ing” Is Mohan trying to live 
up to the role of the carefree 
bachelor he played so effi 
ciently in Koki/a^ln the up¬ 
coming Moodu Pam, he has 
done an excellent role as a 
still photographer who 
.seduces a minor actress. 


PIOUSJI 
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Bnlnlng Saptambar 21 

Thla weak tne Sun. Saturn and Mercury are In Virgo, Mara and Uranua era In Libra, Ni 
Venus and Rahu are in Cancer and Jupiter Is In Leo. The moon will be moving throui 


ine alone la In Scorpio, Ketu la In Caprioorr 
kquarlua, Plaoea and Arles from Ctprioom, 


ARIES (March Sl—April 
i ^ 20)Thl8 week la favourable 

^ '"TV for love and domeatic 

' affairs However, It Is not so 
for business matters which 
will demand very careful attention from 
you You will benefit unexpectedly as a 
result of a journey or the cooperation of a 
relative or elder parson You are advised 
not to get into quarrels and to check 
erratic and Inconsistent behaviour. 
Friends and relatives will prove helpful to 
you Good dates; 2i, 23 and 27 Lucky 
numbers' 2,4 and 9 Favourable direction; 
South 

TAURUS (April 21—May 

Y ’ 22)Thi8 Is more or less an 

“ " uneventful week for you 

Ol, 4'':“, Tour love or domestic 
affairs might be threatened, 
but eventually the trouble will pass 
Those in business are likely to face 
financial frictions This is nqt the time for 
speculative ventures Do not take the 
help of your hunches in matters of 
importance You will stand to gam a lot 
from a new fnendship Be careful in your 
dealings with your employers or those In 
authority Good dates; 24, 26 and 27 
Lucky numbers 1. 3 and 6 Favourabla 
direction- West 


- r GEMINI (May 23—June 

I Vfc' 21)Do not take unneces- 
^ sary risks this week Also, 

V ’V , avoid getting into disputes 
and misadventures The 
time IS not ripe for gambling Conserve 
your resources and check extravagant 
tendencies Try and pay attention to 
business and employment matters and 
be prepaed for delays and obstacles 
Take nothing for granted especially re¬ 
garding property matters and elders. You 
will have to take more pains to achieve 
success Good dates: 21.24 and 25. Lucky 
numbers. 2.7 and 9 Favourable directions: 
North and West 

^ v CANCER (June 22—July 
VY ' '' 22)This IS a good week for 
‘ you provided feelings and 
' ’ * emotions are kept in check 

Look after your health and 
that of the womenfolk in your family Do 
not spend money on questionable plea¬ 
sures and worthless friends Avoid legal 
complications and speculation Your 
financial condition will improve gradually 
this week A new friendship with a 
member of the opposite sex will bring 
happiness into your life But beware of 
deception Good dates' 22, 24 and 26 
Lucky numbers 2. 3 and 6 Favourable 
direction- South-east 


.‘".'S'-. 


no (July IS—Attittit 
K)Thla la an auaploious 
week for you. Buafneaa 
Aottvltlaa will be auooeaaful. 
You will gain through atran- 
gars. Btneficlal changaa, travel and a 
happy promotion are foreseen. Even an 
unexpected upheaval will result In flnan* 
clal gain. You are advised not to lose 
your temper and take Impulsive deci¬ 
sions. Exercise tact while Investing. Keep 
up your correspondence with friends as 
this will be of great help to you In the 
weeks to come. Good dates.- 21, 22 and 
25. Lueky numbers; 1, 3 and 10 Favour¬ 
abla dlrscU'in: South. 

( /: - ^ VIRGO (August 23—Sagtsm- 
I i bar 22)The first part of this 
\ \ ' weak is fraught with danger 

. trouble or loss through 

trickery and deception In 
business and love affairs. Later, howev¬ 
er, Initiative and Intuition will come to 
your aid You are advised not to specu¬ 
late too much Also, do not lend or 
borrow or stand guarantor to anyone 
Observing these, the week might prove 
good Womenfolk might cause some 
concern Good dales: 25,26 and 27. Lueky 
numbers; 4.6 and 7 Favourabla dirsction: 
North-west 

' LIBRA (September 23—Ocla- 
bar 22jYou will suffer from 
fits of depression. Try And 
: . \ ) overcome these and face 
' ' ‘ challenges with fortitude 

and upnghteousness. Pay heed to the 
advice of elders. Attend to your profes¬ 
sion with great care and dexterity. 
Courtship and marriage are best defer¬ 
red Take care of your health. Your 
fortunes will revive suddenly. Do not be 
afraid to adopt bold and original business 
methods. Try and exercise caution In 
matters of the heart Good dates: 23, 24 
and 26 Lucky numbers: 1, 5 and 10. 
Favourable direction; West. 

' SCORPIO (October 23— 

. November 21)You will gam 

■ r in diverse ways this week. 

' Benefit by publicity and. In 

some cases, by a winning 
ticket Is foreseen. Avoid getting into 
quarrels and be extra careful about 
property matters. A secret matter or 
association will also be to your benefit. 
An unexpected travel Is foreseen. Your 
home front will be calm and therefore a 
great source of happiness to you. Push 
your affairs to the utmost. Look after yout 
health. Good datsi: 24, 25 and 26. Lucky 
numbers- 3.6 and 6. Favourabla dlracUona; 
West and North 


lAOinARlUB (Nevifflbor 
2^-Olo•mbar 2t)The first 
two days of this week are 
©r not favourable to youj pur¬ 
suits In both doffloatio and 
profesalonai mattera. But the later days 
are very bright and you will proaper 
greatly. This is an excellent week for 
entertainment and acquiring costly 
clothes, ornaments etc. Try and take full 
advantage of your stellar vibrations. 
Strange yet beneficial events will take 
place and you will long remember them. 
A letter will bring good news. Good datai: 
23,25 and 27. Lu^ numbers: 3,6 and 9 
Favourable direction: West. 
f^^r<7 CAPRICORN (December 23— 
^ Januaiy 20)Do not be dis- 

mayed by domestic turmoil 
T-WTAi turmoil 

will be beneficial to you 
Relationships will be strengthened. In 
professional matters, those attempts 
which were planned or made in the 
morning hours will eventually crown you 
with success. You are advised not to let 
your heart overrule your head. If neces¬ 
sary, do not avoid undertaking a 

journey Good datai: 22, 23 and 25 Lucky 
numbers; 3, 9 and 11 Favourabla dlroc- 
tlon; West 

y. AQUARIUS (January 21— 

^ Nbruary ISfDespite minor 

t ' T i' confrontations with those in 

authority your affairs will 
" progress well this week 

You are advised to pay heed (o the 
advice of elders and to attend to your 
profession with undivided attention You 
can take reasonable risks this week 
Speculative ventures may also turn out 
successful. Concentrate on business ex¬ 
pansion rather than in love and pleasure. 
Good datH: 21,24 and 26. Lucky numbars: 
1, 2 and 3. Favourabla direction: South¬ 
east 

PISCES (Fabraary 20— March 
20)Your prospects are 
much better than last 
week’s. Professional and 
^ domestic affairs will now 
bring you much happiness. Relatives and 
friends will prove very helpful to you. A 
beneficial change of Job or place of 
residence Is not unlikely. You might have 
to undertake a journey which will have a 
lot of significance You are advised to 
exercise caution and restraint In financial 
mattera. Good datoi: 21,22 and 23. Lucky 
nofflbara: 6,7 and 9. PavoonMa dlisaitoa: 
East. 

M. B. RAMAN 
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UJJAIN The fate of the vice-chancellor 
of Vikram University was blackened by 
students of a local college According to 
university sources, about 100 students 
of Mddhav College entered the office of 
the vice chancellor, Mr P N Kavthekar, 
and blackened his face with the ink of a 
duplicating mathtne By the time the 
police arrived on the scene, students 
had escaped The students had been 
demanding the filling up of the post ot 
college pnncipal and othei teaching 
staff —The Times of India (Sunandan 
Kumar, Titabor) 

NEW DEUII: This is the story about a 
bomb that turned out to be a dried up 
baiagan (brinjal). At 3.35 in the after¬ 
noon the police control room received a 
frantic call from the Indraprastha depot 
of the Delhi Transport Corporation 
(DTC) that a bomb was lying somewhere 
on the premises and might go off at any 
moment. A police party immediately 
rushed to the spot and after a thorou^ 
search of the depot, located the oUend- 
ing objea lying under a bus. While the 
police were wondering whether or not 
to call the bomb squad, an alert const¬ 
able noticed that the object was no 
bomb but only a shrivelled up baingan 
“Luckily for everyone the present scare 
turned out to be a damp squib", a police 
spokesman said—Nortbeni India Pam- 
ka (Rajneesh Batra, Allahabad) 

MEKLIGANJ. Believe it or not, a lucky 
3 routh of Birpara of Dooars has so far got 
40 prizes from different lotteries It is a 
new record in‘the histoi? of lotteries. 
With a shock of long hair the youth is 
seen now and then at Birpara bus stand 
company ih^ lucky numbers of lottery 
tickets. Tne^name of the youth is Ashok 
Roy. He drives a taxi. It is difficult to 
count how many times he has won the 
lottery prizes ranging to Re 1 to Rs 3000 
But the heartache is that he has not 
received a big prize. It is expected that 
his perseverance may prevail where his 
hick has failed—Hindusthan Standard 
(Prahlad Ghosh, Calcutta) 

RAJKOT: The wife and son of a retired 
railway employee of Gondai were 
arrested for aliege^y kidnapping the 
husband and detaining him for a month. 
In his coB^aint, die 62-year-old man 
has aUeged that be was kidnapped 1^ 
hk-i^e and her two accomplice who 


prize rs 30 tor Ihe entry given frrst 


also took away from him documents of a 
plot of land The husband and wife had 
separated in 19531— The Indian Express 
(S Krishna, Nagpur) 

l^RODA The winner of the Presiden¬ 
tial award for the best teacher in 1963 
and president of the Gujarat Pustakalya 
Sahakari Mandai, Mr Ambubhai D 
Patel was arrest^ here for alleged 
misappropnation of funds of the Man¬ 
dai to the tune of over Rs 17,(KX), police 
said Mr Patel was sent to judicial 
custody Police said Mr Patel was 
arrested on a complaint lodged by the 
district registrar about the alleged off 
ence Immediately thereafter he res¬ 
igned from the presidentship of the 
Mandai— Amrita Bazar Patnka (Sada- 
nanda Mohanty, Keonjhar) 

SIMLA. Corruption up to Rs 50 has been 
legalised in Himachal Pradesh Road 
Transport Corporation. According to a 
government directive all such conduc¬ 
tors who had misappropriated money up 
to Rs 50 will be reinstated. The corpora¬ 
tion has fixed a new norm for remstate- 
ment of dismissed conductors. Hun¬ 
dreds of corrupt conductors were dis¬ 
missed by the previous government but 
the conductors have been bringing ab¬ 
out pressure on the transport author¬ 
ities to reinstate them In order to 
accommodate a certain percentage of 
the dismissed conductors the new norm 
has been fixed—The Hindustan Times 
(Rajneesh Batra, Allahabad) 

JAMMU Residents of Mandi village in 
the earthquake affected area of Billa- 
war and Bhuddu are fully convinced 
about the power of “yagna”. They told 
reporters who toured the auea that they 
had performed a “yagna” before the 
earthquake Their village was not dam¬ 
aged at all. This, they said, was a 
miracle because Pallan village about 50 
yards away, was presently in nuns. The 
villagers of Mandi performed a “yagna” 
again for future satety— The Statesman 
(Dhiren Das, Utmal) 

MORADABAD' Some people, who 
alleged they had been harassM by the 
police here, retaliated by leaving donk¬ 
eys which had the word “Police” 
painted on their sides on the streets. 
Another target of attack was a local 
legislator. Donkeys with the letters 
“MLA” painted prominently on their 
sides were also a source of mirth to 
people who came out when curfew was 
relaxed The U.P Police and Provincial 
Armed Constabulary have come in for 
cnticism from all quarters. In sharp 
contrast, people were full of praise for 
the BSF, the CRP and Army jawans 
who, they said, had behaved in a fair 
manner— The Statesman (S. Joshi, New 
Delhi) 


Without comment 


THE ONLY reason for adding col¬ 
our in television, which is purely 
black is to ensure that the Prime 
Minister will go on talking non¬ 
sense whde continuing to look gla¬ 
morous—Pillo Mody in Onlooker 

CIVIL liberties in a capitalist socie- 
! ty are different from thosd in a 
socialist society—E.M S Nam- 
boodiripad on the Polish miners’ 
strike 

POOR man (Marx), he never took 
into account the possibility of a 
showdown between the proletariat 
and the self-proclaimed party of the 
proletariat in a proletarian state— 
Shyam Lai in The Times of India 
• 

YOU ARE lucky because you have 
no High Command to obey—A Con¬ 
gress (1) legislator to Tamil Nadu 
Chief Minister, M. G Ramachan- 
dran in the context of Chaiina Red¬ 
dy’s resignation, quoted m The 
Hindu 

1 WASTED my father’s money 
(studying in England), not mine 
The cost of production of making 
me a Communist was my father’s— 
Bhupesh Gupta interviewed in 
We^end Review 

ALL MUSLIM legislators in the 
country (should) meet in a confer¬ 
ence and express their regrets for 
what the Muslim invaders did to 
this country (India)—K. R. Malka- 
ni, Organiser editor in New Delhi 

MAJORITY communalism passes 
off as nationalism. Minority com¬ 
munalism 1 $ blamed as communal- 
ism—Rasheeduddin Khan, MP 

WHO KNOWS the second coming of 
Mrs Gandhi may be a trick of des¬ 
tiny to complete the expo.sure of 
the Nehrti dynasty’— Organiser 

IT SEEMS to be a law of the 1980 
US Presidential campaign that ‘ 
when Mr Ronald Reagan (the Re¬ 
publican candidate) opens his 
mouth to venture beyond the lines 
written by his scriptwriters, he 
promptly walks into trouble—N 
Ram in The Hindu , 

TO HEAR the same person over 
and over again (on All India Radio) 
speak the same old familiar lan¬ 
guage, is no pleasant experience 
with the listeners—Ram Dulari 
Sinha, Minister of State for In¬ 
formation and Broadcasting 

FOOTBALL without tension? 
That’s contradiction in terms— 
Dhirendra Nath Dey, Secreury of 
Calcutta’s Mohun Bagan Club 


HnwttationfMu Bhutan Mat*' 
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Schizophrenia virus 


S tudies carried out at the Clinical 
Research Centre, Northwick Park, 
near London, have identified an un> 
usual virus-like agent or agents in the 
cerebrospinal fluid of some schi¬ 
zophrenic panents and of others suf¬ 
fering from neurological diseases. The 
finding came as something of a sur¬ 
prise to teams led by Dr David Tyrrell 
and Dr Tim Crow as the object of 
research was to test the hypothesis 
that some psychotic illness inight be 
the rare outccnne of infec^n with 
common and well-known viruses. 

Samples of cerebrospinal fluid 
drawn off by lumber puiKture were 
collected from patients diagnosed as 
having schii^hrenia or a vari^ of 
other conditions, and were then inocu¬ 
lated into cultures of human and anim¬ 
al cells; In IS out of 47 patients with 
schizophrenia or schizopluenic syinp- 
toms we fluid was found to contain a 
virus-like agent which killed cells here 
and there and sometimes destroyed 
the cell cultures within one or two 
days of inoculation. 

The effect was also etdubited in 
samples from eight out of 11 patients 


with other serious neurological dis¬ 
eases but in only one of 2S patients 
urith surgical or other general medical 
conditions indicating a strong link 
with psychotic and neurological dis¬ 
orders. Tests were carried out to en¬ 
sure that the result was not due to a 
contaminating agent such as a myco¬ 
plasma. 

Exactly what causes the effect is 
not clear as the agent does not corres¬ 
pond with any known virus found in 
the central nervous system. Until 
enough material is produced to enable 
in vitro stupes it cannot be identified. 

At present all that can be said is 
that It is apparently less than 60 
manometers m size, possibly contains 
infectious RNA, is relatively heat 
stable and seems not to have a lipid 
envelope. Although it is thoi^ht that 
only one infectious agent is involved, 
characterisation is so incomplete that 
there could be several different organ¬ 
isms. 

The interesting question is whether 
this agent actually causes psychiatric 
or neurological disorders, m the case 


of schizophrenia, a viral aetiology has 
not been widely considered. There is a 
known genetic influence in predisposi¬ 
tion to schizophrenia, but this does not 
explain the onset of the disease in 
adult life or rule out an infectious 
agent since genetic factors have con¬ 
siderable influence on susceptibility 
to disease of viral origin. 

No clinical differences were de¬ 
tected between patients with or with¬ 
out the virus-like agent in their fluiiL 
who mcluded those with nuclear schi¬ 
zophrenia and paranoid psychosis, ex¬ 
cept that patients witn the agent 
tended to have a poorer outcome and 
be less likely to respond to drug treat¬ 
ment. 

Many questions remain to be 
answer^. For example, the role of the 
body’s immune response and how the 
virus or viruses enter the body. For the 
moment the teams at Northwick Park 
are considering that there may be a 
causal relationship between the agent 
and a variety of diseases and that the 
agent is a pathogen only in individuals 
wmo are genetically predisposed to it. 
The prospect is that if the ^ent is 
found to cause illness it might be 
possible to prevent or treat schi¬ 
zophrenia by vaccination or ^ mving 
interferon or synthetic anti-viral com¬ 
pounds. 
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To b* or not to bo 

THE TROUBLE WITH king and pawn end¬ 
ing* la that whan thay are drawn they ara 
drawn, and whan dm ara loat they are 
ihratriavably loat WhKdi means that whan 
on the datainaiw* amtipMying for a draw, the 
opportunity to tranapoaa into a king pawn 
endnig can laa«a you m something of a 
ditemma On the one hand .t might be the 
quickest and safest route to a draw, on the 
other hand it may bo automatic suicide Of 
course one can calculata far ahead, but with 
everything depending as it usually does on 
one tempo here or there, one is not left with 
much margin tor error It is rather like 
coming to the edge of a minefield and 
encountering a 'Please kaep to the footpath 
provided* sign It might provide a perfect 
escape to safely, or it mi^t have been put 
there deliberately lor the benefit of anybody 
daft enough to believe it 
To illustrate I give a perfect example of 
the kingrpawn ending syrtdrome. From a 
situation whore he has the draw in hand and 
is probing for winning chance*. Black 
begim to feel uncomfortable and starts to 
look around for ways of forcing a draw With 
numerous chances to transpose into king- 
rpawn endings, some of which are drawn 
and some of which ara not. he I* not 
asslelsd by time trouble and eventually 
makes the wrong choice 
WhHa 0 Vellmiroyic Black J Smaikal 
Ponziani Opening. 

1. la-IU. 2. M—ton. M-OB3: E 

R-OBS. N—B3; 4. B-04, NaB: B. B-Oi. 
M-K2: •. NkP. H-NS: T. 0-04.0-B3.B. 
QxN, QbN; B. QbQ-i-. NeQ; W. N-QS. 

N—M, NaN; 12. BaN. B-KB IB 
»-0. 0-0; 14. B-KI. B—B2; 10. B-QB4I 
B—Om. The most itocurals If IS. B—02. 
to 8—ONSI BxB. 17 PaB WhM* wM have 
some chance* a* the blacic ORB Is weak 
10. B-fU, B-Q2; 17. B-IC3.0»^1:10. 
B-BI. R-Ka; 10. K-Bi^ IDl 

B—nr, B—M; Hare Black bag^ to ptaf tor 
a win. Trading rook* would tmi to a dead 

aiTV-ICMI. B-KIM; 22. IS-M, B-KBO; 
2S. QB-«1.'N-B2; 24. B-Ctt. B-4MTt A 
dubiou* Mas. Now the king and pawn 
endgames boeoms dangaroua. 
as. BaB: as. B—n. B-BS; 

OMIMAM 

27. B-Q4I Vara cunning. If 20 . BxB 29 

PaBRaR-i- 30 RxR RxR-i-31 KxR and Blaek 
wW haw* probis ma arfian the wNfa Idm 
oomas to QN4 eta. 31 ... K-K2 38 K-<a 
K-Q2; 33 B-K. B--B3: 34 N-N4. Noat 


•awigh plans (BxB artd B—OB or B—RS 
and K—MSt actually leads to a win Maj^ 
lha paa H to n Is drawn, maybe not, but cer- 
tolrdy l ai poaa2)la to dedde over the board, 
so. . 

27... B-M; as B-NS. K—B3; 39. B-fOM, 
BxB; aSL BXB, BxB t-91. BxB. RaM-f at. RbR. 
Again B lac k has ona thoM torrlblt dacF 
atona. N 32 . RxR> 33 KxR K—K2 34 
K-03 K-Q2 35 K—B3 B-B3 36 K—N4 
K-e2 37 BxB KxB (not 37 BxB? 38 
B—061 and Whita will win with lha outsida 
passed pawn) 38 P-OSr^ KxB39KxPK—K5 
40 K—NS B-04 41 KxB B-Q6 42 B—RS 
P-08 43 P—R7 P-07 4*. P—RS.>0 
B—QB>Q with a draw probable, but it i* not 
so easy to caiculals thn far ahead with total 
accuracy In time trouble Smaikal backs the 
wrong horse 

32 . . . R—IC877 33. RxR, BxR, 34. R—K3, 
K—aa; 3S. B-N4. B-R4; 38. B-R4. 
K—NS; 37. KxB, KxB: 38. K—B3I Resigns 
Black N forced to block his own pawn by 38 
K—R6 and leave the white one tree to 
quean 

MICHAEL STEAN 


bridge 


MOST players have seen ai some time e 
cokslructed deal where declarer with Ax 
opposite K X m a side suit can make hie 
contract only by dropping the King under 
the Aco The sel-up may be somolbinq like 
this 

Dealers East N S vulnerable 
4i A 5 4 
V K 9 8 3 

♦ 10 7 4 2 

* A 3 


4 KOJ 1093 

• 74 

* O J 96 
4i 8 


N 

W E 
S 


4i 7 
• 62 
4 8 5 

4iQJ109765 


4 8 6 2 
• A Q J 10 5 
4 A K 3 
4 K 2 


SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 

44 

4V 44 &• No 

No No 

West leads the King ol spades The only 
way to make the qontract is to win the first 
trick, draw trumps! cash two diamonds play 
the Ace and King of clubs on the same trick, 
and exit with a low club East must play 
another club, on which South discards a 
duimond and North a spade East must play 
another club. South ruffs and North dis¬ 
cards another spade The trick lost in clubs 
earns two by way ol the double ruff-and- 
discard 

Now a yciung American player has con¬ 
structed a deal where it would be good play 
holding A x opposite K x to duck the first 
round 

4 A 6 

• KOJ10987 
4 Q J 
4 Q J 


4 O 

•65432 

♦ to 7 6 3 

* 10 6 3 


N 

W E 
S 


4 310875432 

• A 

4 K 5 
4 K 5 


4 K 9 

• — 

4 A 9 8 4 2 
4 A98 7 4 2 


TTi* Qu*en of spades is led against a 
notrump contract The only way to maka 
atoven tricks IS to duck If Wast follows with 
a hawt. thara m still a spada antiy to 
dummy, and if Wast Isads a minor suit, this 
craatos a asoorto sntry. allowing North to 
fores out ths Acs ol haarta and ragain tha 
laad 


stamps 



A World Health Oiganisation poster forms 
the design ot a new French stamp support 
mg the international nnti-smoking cam- 
paign It s your own choice ~ tobacco or 
health' IS the slogan Another recent issue 
from Franco honours the Socialist politician 
Aristide Briand who was several tunes 
Prune Minister or Foreign Minister both 
before and after the First World War It is 
|usl 50 years since BnarxJ published his 
memorandum on a 'Regime d'Union 
Federate Eutopeene , so that the choice of 
the new stamp as one of the 1960 Europa 
series is particularly appropriate Britain s 
contribution to the Europa series whose 
theme this year is famous people' will be 
issued later this month The British slarAps 
are to honour four women novelists Char¬ 
lotte and Emily Bronte George Eliot and 
Mrs Elizabeth Gaskell 

C W HILL 


quiz 


QUESTIONS 

1 Among birds, what is a trumpeter? 

2 The kiss was first seen in an Indian 
film. Karma Who ware the stars? 

3 Aikido, the martial art has two chief 
styles What are they? 

4 Anna Freud is famous for? 

5 What IS Fnar's Balsam? 

6 When do migraines occur? 

7 What IS plastic explosive made of? 
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COMICS 








SO,venY DISCREETLY 
YOU ARE SOI NO TO 
MOVE THE CONTENTS 
OF THE WAREHOUSES 
AND SET THEM ON 
BOARD THE 810 
galley out in y 
the harbour... ^ 


tnb big 
galley, 

YEAH... 


I'SS 'fi 'I 


AS A REWARD FOR THEIR X 
WORK, THE CORSICAN \ 
PRISONERS WILL BE SET \ 
FREE... BUT BE CAREFUL'/ 

I DON'T WANT THE / - 

GARRISON TO GET WINOV^,,^ 
OF THIS/ iijiBl “ ° 


ti 7 


J 




NO, BECAUSE ONCE THE 
GALLEY IS LOADED UP //E'LL' 
GO ABOARD ourselves, 
AND SAIL AWAY FROM 
CORSICA, LEAVING THE , 
GARRISON BEHIND TO > 
DEFEND THE EMPTY / 
WAREHOUSES/ > 
HA, HA, HA / ' 
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NEVER MIND'OO 
JUST AS I say and 
YOU'LL COME BACK 
TO ROME WITH ME, 
BE RICH AND 

respected. 


m 
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FOR THIS OPERATION 
YOU WILL EMPLOY 
THE CORSICAN 
PRISONSRS NOW 
BUILDIN G THE ROMAN 
ROAD... ^ 


THE ROMAN 
ROAD, YEAH. 



YOU'LL HAVE TO 
WORK ALL NIGHT, 
NOW, IS THAT 
ALL QUITE 
CLEAR ? ^ 






v»j 


AAA/klAf^A*., 
TH& filQAI^WQRKS MAVB 

RBBN IN l^ROBResk 

AOR tnRBB YBARS *. . 
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CMS TAMED 

THL Natnifidl Development toun 
Lil meeting on AuRust iO M was in 
shaip contiast to the last meeting 
of thi 1)0(I\ lit Id in Februaty 79 
when till I tnat i goveinnient was in 
powit at the ttnlte 1 he Chief 
Mitnsteis weie then in a defiant 
mood, demanding a bigger share of 
till (inaiKial take fiom the lentre 
And tiny muteded to a large ex 
tent partitularlv in the field of 
transleiiing mine lentrallv spon 
soied St hemes fiom the tentre to 
the stall s A committer set up to go 
into this letommeiided the transfet 
of K > 2 000 times woith ot sthemes 
to the states Mrs (Jandhi set the 
lone oi tht August metttng b\ tlire 
aiening to take these piojctts back 
knowing lull wtll that she touldn t 
(the approved tetommendation' of 
the NDC have pailiamtntaiv sant 
tion behind thenii I he Prime 
Minister actually took the wind out 
of the sails of the non Conaresstl) 
Chiel Ministtis by saying that the 
centie didn i intend to dislodge 
those gov ti unit nis She even added 
with a straight fate. We have nev 
er done it ’ Iheie would have been 
total disbelief on Mr Kaiunaiiidhi’s 
fate had he been piestni there 
Ml fvoti Basu, West Bengal 
Cliitt Minister, was quite unlike his 
foimer self, at the previous meet 
ing, and tatiltdlv vsekomed Mis 
(jandhi’s “assutance' The pet son 
who leallv outdid himseli was Mr 
A K Antulay, Maharashtra Chief 
Ministfi, who after an appeal to the 
delegates to rallv tound the PM, 
added that “those who do not sup 
poit the Prime Ministet are unpat 
I tone ' This was too much for MGR 
who shouted, 'tnnasolrjda (What 
ts he saying)^ ’ Mis (Gandhi undci 
stood the implitatioiis and tried to 
make light of the remark by saying^ 
“He was only talking about unity 
After all he is an enthusiastic and 
voiing C hiet Minister ” Mr N D 
Tiwari atiued a touch of colour by 
saving Hie plan framework repie 
sents the letuin of the red rose to 
the garden of planning with all its 
fragrance 

NEW BLOOD 
FOR OLD PARTY 

THE Janata Party led by Mi Chan 
dra Shekhar is all set for a mini- 
unificatioQ Mr Raj N drain is eager 
to re-enter the Janata Party in its 
present shape and some Lok Dal 
leaders like Narendra Singh and 
Jagbir Singh are expected to follow 
suit 


STIFF COMPETtTION 

CONCiRI’bb(l) Chief Ministers aie 
all wing with eath other to show 
their respett and reverence tor the 
memory of Sanjav (jandhi, hut the 
Punjab and Ilarvana CMs have a 
cleat headstall over the others 
Punjab has decided to have a San 
javfiiam on 12(M) hectares of land 
neai Hoshiaipur donated by the 
state government A university cal 
led Saniavniketan will also be built 
near it with the help of the UN 
housing organisation. Habitat But 
Haryana Chief Ministei Bhajan Lai 
IS cleverer He doesn’t waste time 
in planning schemes to be named 
after Sanjav He has decided to 
name the western Yamuna canal 
hvdro electric project after Sanjav 
There will also be a Sanjav Memo 
rial College in Bhajan Lai’s home 
village in Hissar district 

^OR MEMORY 

In 1978 the Delhi Development au¬ 
thority allotted a plot of land to 
Southern Rajoun (harden Friends’ 
Association for a community hall 
After the allotment the association 
prepared a plan for the hall and 
submitted it to the DDA But in 
August 1980 the DDA re-allotted 
the plot for the proposed San^ay 
Memorial Hall without intimating 
the previous allottees Not only 
this, on 10 August Mr Yogendra 
Makwana laid the foundation stone 
of the Sanjay Memorial Hall. 


NEWS AS VIEWS 


TV viewers of New Delhi were 
surprised with the coverage on 17 
August of the Moradabad riots in 
the two evening news bulletins (8 
pm and 9 4S pm) In the 8 pm Hindi 
news, Congress(I) lightweights like 
Sajjan Kumar and Ram Sewak got 
wide coverage An item on Inde 
pendence Day celebrations in south 
Delhi was also shown These 
celebrations were held that very 
evening At least 40 seconds were 
allotted to Delhi roads and road 
engineering, showing several Delhi 
roads Not only this, two minutes 
were devoted to a Defence Colony 
organisation called Sanjiwani— 
which helped people release men¬ 
tal tension The newscaster started 
thus “Sanjivani main logonki 
iamasyayon ko kafi hamdardt say 
iuna jata hai (In Sanjiv mi people’s 
roblems are given a sympathetic 
eanng) ” A girl from this organisa¬ 
tion was also interviewed But there 
was no mention of the Lok Dal 
leader Charan Singh’s statement 
issued the same morning withdraw¬ 
ing the Baghpat satyagraha and 
expressing concern over the attacks 
on innocent people in Moradabad. 
In the English news at 9 4S pm the 
same pnorities prevailed. The TV 
camera showed only the sky and 
the first floors of houses in Morada¬ 
bad city. The reality on the ground 
was literally ignored. 

D E. NIZAMUODIN 
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Storing foodgrains at 
home for only one family 
involves almost no effort, 
when you compare it to 
what the Food Coipora 
tion of India does FCI 
stores foodgrains for 
millions of families like 
yours for many months, in 
all parts of the country 

These foodgrains are 
stored safely and scienti 
fically in godowns and 
completely mechanised 
silos with high speed 
receiving systems CAP 
(Cover and Plinth), a tem¬ 
porary storage method 
adopted by the FCI, is 
gradually being ph^ed 
out, as the more scientific 
godowns are being set up 

These massive storage 
acoommodations, located 
at strategic consumption 
and prod^tion centres, 
ensure the prompt supply 
of foodgrains to all, any 
time and anywhere m the 
country Apart from day 
to day distribution, large 
quantities of food re¬ 
serves are also stored 


rnodations, as well as 
transportation and other 
operaticais, naturally re¬ 
sult in a great deal of 
expenditure Yet, despite 
all this, the Corporation 
supplies grains to every 
distributmg agency thro 
ughout the country at a 
fixed price which is much 
lower than the actual costs 
Take for instance wheat A 
quintal of wheat which 
costs FCI Rs 161 OS is 
sold to the distributing 
^encies for Rs 130 00 
The difference of Rs 31 05 
IS absorbed by the Co 
vernment to make food 
grams available to the con¬ 
sumer at a lower pi ice 
In other words, this 
Government subsidy of 
Rs 31 OS IS received by 
the consumer, through 
the Corporation. 

FCI carries out every 
stage of these numerous 
activities with the utmost 
economy in the best 
mterest of both the 
farmer and the con¬ 
sumer 


imagine storing 
two thousand 
lour hundred 
crores kg. 


The estimated Consumer Subsidy on 
wheat in 1980-81 (Per Quintal) 


Price paid to 

farmer 117 00 

Statutory and 
other charges like 
mandi purchase 
tax, mandi labour 
cost of gunny 
bags, temporary 
storage etc on 
which FCI has no 
control 20 64 

Freight charges 10 24 


Admmistrative 
overheads 1 

Storage, handling, 
godown expenses, 
etc 5 92 

Interest on loans 6 64 

Totol op«t iaonnwi bf . . 

rCL 161.03 

Cost oharaad by Id 

flow dMtUMtlbig 

•emdas 130 00 

ooNdunn suBsior 31 os 


Keeping pace with the. 
production and procure¬ 
ment of foodgrains, FCi’s 
storage capacity has stea¬ 
dily increased from a 
modeat 6.17 lakh tonnes 
m 1965-66 to 230.64 lakh 
tonnes in 1979 About 22 
lakh tonnea ara under 
construction with the ft* 
nancial assistance of the 
World Bank, Another 10 
lakh tonnaawill site) ba 
addad aoon undar othar 
aohsttuotion ptograinmas 

Tha ttaintananaa of thaaa 
mapalva aiorada aaoom* 



FOOD 

CORPORATION 
OF INDIA 

/n the service of the nation 
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Some sweet. 


ev«re«t/7 


Kraefciack biscuit^^^ie sweet and salty temp tation. 
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Who can tall J 

Tho Mathrubhumi daily, of coursa * 

Tha moat praatigiotia daily of tha 
Malayalam-tpaakmg people, 
tha Mathrubhumi (meaning Motherland) 
la hair to a great tradition 
Bom fn the struggle (or freedom. 

It had remained an integral part 
of It all the way 

That'a how Mathrubhumi found its way 
to the heart of the people of Kerala 
Secular, non-sectarian ,and 
free of casts or communal prejudices, 
the Mathrubhumi is Kerala s window 
on the world 

The Mathrubhumi does not 
sensationalise events or happenings to 
boost Its circulation It doesn t need to 
Because it ramains popular without 
the aid of such props 
And because it is about the only 
complete newspaper published 
from Kerala 

The Mathrubhumi men are everywhere 
Always on the spot They miss nothing 
and conceal nothing Rare perhaps In 
these days of managed press and 
msnupulatad happanings 

Reach out to the heart of Kerala through 
the Mathrubhumi. A great newspaper 
with a great tradition 


mathrubhunU 

f»rt of 0 §not troffitioo 

nmisiKo stMuiTsaioinu raoH caucur aae cacaia. Moa to at reniwia faoii TanaaeiwM au& 
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The Jamaat-e-lslami is the Mussalman s RSS doth organisa 
tions preach communalism and pretend that they do not have 
political ambitions The Jamaat has played a dubious role in oui 
country eVer since its creation in 1941 In Kashmir the Jamaat 
commands vital pockets of support but interestingly it is not 
affiliated to the national body Its activities are quite visibly 
anti-national Sunday presents a special survey on the Jamaat 

Page 10 


Crime rising prices lack of electricity and acute artificial 
scarcities especially of sugar—have made life in Delhi a 
nightmare And the reason is becoming increasingly clear an 
incompetent Administration that is bungling almost everything A 
speaal report on how the capital of India misruled Page 20 



Neelam Jam a 17-year okf Marwan housewife died under 
mysterious circumstances m Calcutta Suspecting foul play the 
police immediately arrested her husband and her mother-in-law 
on charges of murder Neelam s tragic death has shocked 
Calcutta s Marwan community and it has mads its protest known 
through bandhs and demonstrations Neelam Jam may have 
been yet another vtctim of the dowry system Page 28 
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Because silver is forever. 


Because silver keeps, 
silver for her feet. 

And for her memories... 

It IS the same ageless silver 
that has made photography 
possible In Agfa Brovira 
photopaper, this silver is mixed 
with various chemicals and is 
coated by special methods on 
machines that work night 
and day, year in and year out. 
Doubly precious silver that 
captures precious moments. 


Keeping them alive for your 
children, and theirs... 



Silver memories for 
golden years— 

Insist on Agfa-Gevaert 
Photopaper. 


1st for everything in photographies 



AGFA-GEVAERT INDIA LIMITED 

Hegtstered Office Merchant Chamber 41 New 
Marine Unat Bombay 400020 •Branches.Bombty 
New Delhi • Calcutta • Madras • ® Regiaterad 
Trademarfca of Agfa-Gevaert Antwerp/Leverleiicen 
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How to live comfortably on yoi 
life's savings without sending 
a single rupee of it. 


You struggle hard all your life to 
make ends meet. To ^ve your 
family the very best. Now it is time 
to relax and enjoy the fruit of all 
your hard work. 

Too often this is an impossible 
dream. But not if you*ve invested 
in one or more of St&te Bank’s 
many deposit schemes. The 
Reinvestment Plan. Recurring 
Deposit Plan. Savings Account. 
Term Deposit. Cud) Certificate. 
Perennial Pension Plan. Schemes 
to save you money. To make you 
money. To earn you an extra 
income for years. 


Call at State Bank—India’s largest 
bank—to find out the scheme to 
suit your dream. Drop in at any 
one of our over 5,200 offices 
nearest to you. 


Save with 

O 

Stale Bank 

hidia’s largest bank 
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Murdering Mahatma 

M J AKBAR rightly said, “There are 
enough people, both Hindus and 
Muslims, who are anti-nattonal, who 
would like to see the tremendous experi¬ 
ment called India, born out of the faith of 
a saint called Mahatma Gandhi, des¬ 
troyed ■’ (“Id Day of Death,” 24 August) 
I would like to add another sentence. 
Godse, a fanatical Hindu, killed Mahat¬ 
ma Gandhi physically, but the Mahat¬ 
ma’s successors have been murdering 
him ever since independence 
Nilesh Sen. 24 Parganas, West Bengal 

Vour extensive leport, I bet, will go 
unheeded 

R. Ahmed, Jamshedpur 

IT IS a pity that policemen have no 

g ualms about indulging in such havoc 
on't the top brass in the police have any 
control over their subordinates’ Such 
incidents, which were sporadic a decade 
or two ago, have now become common 
We are last approaching the stage when 
the word “policeman” will become 
^nonymous whh “criminal ” 

C, V Aravind, Madias 

THK secular character ot our constitu¬ 
tion has often been subverted by com- 
munalists—and Moradabad was one 
clear case The government should pro¬ 
tect the interests of the minorities and 
severely punish those responsible for 
instigating the riots 
Debabrata Sengupra. Hnwiah 

ARE harijans and the minoriiv commun¬ 
ity destined to be extei minated'' Is it not 
ridiculous to imagine a pig being the 
cause of the widespread carnage’ The 
covei picture was proof enough of the 
plot behind the Moradabad massacre 
Azad Bhartt, Ranchi 

MR AKBAR was correct in saying that 
the police tried its utmost to give, the 
.incidents a communal colour The cover 
'photograph is an example of what hap¬ 
pened tn Moradabad 
M P. Akhter, Raiitgunj, West Bengal 


I NDIA that IS Bharat, is called the 
world’s biggest democracy. But only 
the jawans of the PAC here are free— 
among other things, to abuse citizens 
with such foul language as: “Have you 
come here to get your mother raped?” 
(“How I spent Independence Day, 1980” 
by Vijyendra Tyagt, 24 August.) Mr* 
Tyagi’s experience is enough to reveal 
the true character of the ^ice 
Saswati Ghosh, Calcutta 

IN Independent India, a policeman no 
longer symbolises law and order; he is 
rightly regarded as a dacoit in uniform. 
ffabjit Kumar Tripathy, Sambalpur, 
Orissa 

I appreciate the forbearance of those 
who, despite the loss of many of their 
near and dear ones, refused to turn 
Moradabad into a communal riot In¬ 
stead, they are crying for justice 
Joydeep Mazumdar, Sindn 

Your story was refreshmgly different 
from the reports in many Indian dailies 
and magazines which harped on-a so- 
called “foreign conspiracy ” I suspect, in 
fact, a conspiracy by communal forces 
Syed Amin-ul-Hasan Jafrt. Hyderabad 

HOW can we consider ourselves indepen 
dent and secular’ The massacre at Mora- 
dahad was no less tragic than Jallianwal- 
la Bagh 

Sujit Sarkar, Dhandad 


It was through your report that we came 
to know about the facts and motives 
behind the carnage. The question is not 
how many human beings nave lost theit 
lives; the question is what we want to 
make of ourselves and posterity. 

Razia Shafique, Jamshedpur 

I strongly condemn the attitude of the 
police in not preventing the stray entry 
of a pig in the Idgah at any time, leave 
alone at the time of Id prayers. It is the 
duty of every police officer or man, 
whether on duty or not, to safeguard the 
sanctity of any religious shrine or place 
at all times. However, the casual ent^ of 
a pig in the Idgah and a determined 
attempt to -slau^ter a cow cannot be 
compared. While the former is an in¬ 
advertent accident, the latter would be a 
determined act The restraint main¬ 
tained by the two communities in the 
face of provocation is praiseworthy I 
would advise every member of the police 
force, so long as he wears the uniform, to 
think that he has no religion Will the 
police today take a lesson from the 
incidents at Moradabad’ 

Tarkeshwar Prasad, Muzaffarpur 

“Police,” an acronym which stood for 
politeness, obedience, loyalty, intelli¬ 
gence and efficiency, has now come to 
represent prejudice, offence, laziness, 
insanity, cruelty and errors 
P V Govindan Kovoor, Cannanore 


Law of cruelty 


T he man on the cover is so frail as to 
make one wonder why he was so 
brutally assaulted after arrest. There 
would have been some sense in beating 
Shakeel Ahmed had he evaded arrest or 
fought with the police Mrs Gandhi does 
not hesitate to rush to the spot if any¬ 
thing goes wrong in a non-Congress(I) 
state, even if it involves wading through 
knee-deep water or riding an elephant' 
With her return to power, the police feel 
free to beat, rape and shoot whoever they 
please I now shudder at the sight of a 
policeman, even if he is unarmed 
A S Murty, Visakhapatnam 

While most leading dailies avoided the 
truth or blamed the Moradabad trouble 
on the minority community, Sunday 
proved it is not a sin on the part of a 
minority to raise its voice Ironically, the 
Muslims of India have, election after 
election, continued to support a Party 
which swore to root out communalism 33 
vears ago, but has done virtually nothing 
to that end. I think the blame for this 
should fall on the self-styled leaders of 
the Muslims who are more concerned 
with pleasing Mrs Gandhi and retaining 
their positions in the Congressfl), rather’ 
than understanding the deep-rooted eco¬ 
nomic problems of the community 
W Atyab Siddiqui, Delhi 

Can you please tell us what became of 
Shakeel Ahmed, the man on the cover? 
M U Jowber, New Delhi 


Mr Akbar takes the final honours for 
writing with such dignity, objectivity 
and, above all, restraint on such a sensi¬ 
tive issue, especially as a Muslim him¬ 
self. Shubhabrata Bhattacharya (“The 
Delhi riots,” 24 August) and Vijyendra 
Tyagi (“How I spent Independence Day, 
1980,” 24 August) also showed their 
professional ethics and honesty 
Jaya Mehta, New Delhi 

IN ALL fairness, you should have also 
published pictures of the innocent magis¬ 
trate whp died. It IS high time the 
inhumanity of the police, as well as 
militant fanaticism, were put to an end 
with a finp hand, 
r S. Rao, Guntur 

Your cover story on the Moradabad 
traged^y was quite informative. However, 
I do not agree with you one point You 
state that the violence on 13 August was 
not at all communal. But would thp police 
(presumably comprised, by and large, of 
Hindus) fire on a Hindu congregation 
under similai circumstances? 

Shivkant Chaubey, Bhopal 

Muslims in India do not form a separate 
entity May Allph and Bhagwan change 
the minds of.our'policemen. 

S. Narasimha Rao, Parad^p 

Your Moradabad coverage was truly, 
vivid What we now have to do is cheet 
up—the worst is yet to come. 

N. Ramesh Hyderabad 
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...thus, ah>^i<i0ht 


k Mr Akbar says that if thh^nasMsis had 
any intention to create trouble thw 
would not come to the Idgah with chil¬ 
dren and women members of their fami¬ 
lies. But why did some of the namatis 
come to the prayer armed? Secondly, the 
parallel Mr Akbar drew srith the slaugh¬ 
ter of a cow before a Hindu temple does 
not hold good; in the neighbourhood of 
the Idgah there is a fairly large concen¬ 
tration of pigs. In the circumstances, if 
the pig strayed into the gathering, it was 
accidental. 

HR Bose, Calcutta 
* 

The reporter’s contention was clear: that 
the namazis had not come armed. 

To transfer responsibility for the entire 
. episode on the PAC and other policemen 
§ IS not correct. A handful of policemen 
[| fired for the safety of the Aman Commit 
tee members and themselves. 1 strongly 
feel that the incidents were preplanned 
by a handful of miscreants belonging to 
the minority community, to create a 
sense of insecurity among Muslims. 
Sushma Pradeep Gupta, Moradabad 

file repott iteirdvs its paiiidlitv when 
one gdtheis fiom il lh.it mils Muslims 
ueie the iaiaot ot police atioiities Mote 
shot king IS Ml Aklidi's example ol "the 
iiian on the (over" whose liiend. Balm 
Singh, in spite ol toinmiitiiig the same 
olteiue was spared because he was a. 
fliiidu This part of the lepoit is vert 
upsetting What should one lelv on tot 
the truth—netsspapeis oi Mi .^kbar's 
lepoit’ One thing is ceiiain—such re- 
polls ate likelv to distuib communal 
t haimonv. and are liettei not published 
« foi the sake ot national integiitv it is alw 
ass better never to reveal some facts 
Supiio HliatidLharva. Pntn,t 


_ Master Conman _ 

I REFER to Pritish Nandy’s “Natwarlal 
superconman” (17 August) There is a 
saying in Telugu “Potodtki putudu 
budhulu” which means “He who is a 
trickster has a lot of brains.” This applies 
to Natwarlal. 

Jagadish Japani, Hyderabad 

THERE appears to be some confusion 
over NatwarlaTs age; on page 32 it is put 
as 40 but on page 34, he is said to be “at 
the ripe old age of 65 ” 

M C. Das, Bhubaneswar 

Again 

Y ou published the same cartoon in 
“Delhi Diary” in two consecutive 
issues—17 and 24 August. 

Sajjan Sharma, Calcutta. 

You are right. It was a si/ly error. Our 
apologies—Editor 


if dentes 


W : WERE not amused by the feature 
Pity the paisaless” (^Living,*^ 17 
Avgust) where the Clplcutta Metropolitan 
Development Authority (CMDA) has 
been taken to task for interfering with 
people’s freedom to relieve themselves 
anywhere they like. For one thing, the 
urmal and lavatory referred to wasbuUt 
by PWD and is run by the ex- 
servicemen’s league. The CMDA will, 
however, be constructing such urinals 
and lavatories in other parts of the city. 
The difference between the PWD unit 
and the CMDA unit will be that while 
there will be a nominal charge of ten 


paia« for using the lavatory and bath, 
urinals will be free. Also, those v.ho 
cannot ray are welcome to use the lava¬ 
tory or Mill free of charge rather than 
use the open or not-so-open space for 
defecation. These will be run by Sulabh 
Shauchalaya Sansthati, a voluntary social 
oi^aisation. 

Though there is no scope to discuss 
the other activities of the CMDA, we are 
not certainly apologetic about the work 
that wa have done and the dent we have 
been able to make on the ci^’s mhlems. 
S.C.Basu, Director of Public Relations, 
CMDA, Calcutta 


One more detail 


O UR scientists deserve praise for the 
successful launching of SLV-3 (“In¬ 
dia enters the space age” by Bikash 
Sinha, 3 August) But 1 think we should 
not get overconfident. According to offi¬ 
cial sources in the Department of Space, 
the Kohini satellite, which was designed 
to last for 100 days and whose orbital 
parameters were originally estimated at 
600 kms and 285 kms is now likely to 
have a life span of 900 days and its actual 
orbital parameters are said to be 950 kms 
and 325 kms respectively. The conclusion 


that has been drawn from this is that the 
launching has passed all expectations. 
But It should be clear that a deviation of 
approximately 100 percent from original 
calculations is not a hpppy sign; the 
success of a scientific ex^riment is 
measured in terms of the accuracy With 
which the final results can be forecast. A 
deviation of this type detracts from tHe 
dependability of the design and technol¬ 
ogy used; it is also a sad portent for our 


space p. 
Shiv Ku 


umar Dhyam, Dehradun 


The sweet, and sour 


1 CONCUR with Subramaniam Swamy’s 
description of the present Indira gov¬ 
ernment as a caretaker government 
(“Bitter sugar policy,” 17 August) in that 
no firm decisions are being taken, espe¬ 
cially on economic policy. The price of 
sugar has risen phenomenally; no one 
need be surprised if it reaches an all-time 

Choice of words 



M r KHUSHWANT SINGH’s reaction 
to Mr Bhupesh Gupta’s use of the* 
word “sycophant" (“Offensive, but bot 
unparliamentary,” 27 July) clearly shows 
the former for what'he is worth. His reply 
that he is not a sycophant but a supporter 
|may be correct. But what Mr Gupta 
meant by the word “sycophant" was the 
Hindi term chaploos. Tiiat this was an apt 
description of w Singh was confirmed 
when he equated Maneka Gandhi to- 
goddess Duru. 

R. C. .Gael, Solan, Himachal Pradesh 


MR SINGH" exposed himself by counter¬ 
attacking Mr GiKita. There is a popular 
Oriya saying: "Inakurghare kiarePMun 
kadalt khaj nahin” meaning, “Who is 
there in god’s abode? I have not eaten 
the plantains.” How doe* Mr Singh con¬ 
sider himself to have emerged victorious 
from the Rejya Sehhg (debate when his 
words were expunged from the proceed- 
Ingt? 

Svreadra.ffath Mobaaty, Kapapada, 

OHaaa 


high of more than Rs. 10 per kilo. 
Perhaps sugar barons who had donated 
huge sums to the Congress(I) for election 
purposes are trying to make good the 
money. The government has any number 
of excuses to justify what is happening, 
but common people continue to suffer. 
H, Krishna Murthy, Pune 

Time to reckon 


L AGREE with Gurbux Singh ("Goals 
gain, and gold again,” 17 August) that- 
insiead of rejoicing on regaining the 
Olympic goS, it is time for us to assess 
ourselves Mr Singh coirectly pointed out 
that Sur jit Singh is still the best defender 
we have today; had he played, we would ' 
have won more convincin^y. 

Incidentally, in the short profile of S. S. 
Sodhi, It IS stated that Sodhi had the 
distinction of scoring the only hattrick of 
the game Did jiot Spain’s Juan Amat 
perform the same feat in the final? 

R. L Hansia, Purulia, West Bengal 

Face faota 

-R/lfRS NARGIS DUTTs remark (“With- 
JLVJLout comment,” 10 August) that Mr 
Satyajit Ray portrays poverty in his filira 
is biased and thoughtless. She should 
know that people abroad are aware of 
pur apaUing poverty. 

Shekhar Banerjee, New Delhi 

Wrong answer 

TT WAS ^lorthapipwnshire that won the 
JLBenson and Hedges Cup for the year 
1980 and not Essex as stated in “Quit 
(10 August). Estox won the troiriiy in 
1979 and the “Man of the Match” award 
went to Allen Lamb of Northampton- 
sh^. 

R. G. Venkatesh, Bangalore 
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Kashmir's 

anti-national 

lamaat-e-lslami 


The Jamaat in Kashmir is different from the Jamaat in the rest of the country—it is not even 
affiliated to the national body. It is both overtly and covertly anti-national in its activities. For a 
large number of reasons ii is not a very strong force in Kashmir, but it does command vital 
pockets of support. In any case, what it does is sufficient to invite the sternest measures against 
It—as the Sheikh’s government has adopted, reports UDAYAN SHARMA from Srinagar. 


HE vedi was 1945 Mr 
Saaduddm had returned 
to Srinagar from Pathank 
ot even as the ill wind of 

.. .. I J partition was blowing 

across the nation Along with him were 
Mr Saifuddin Kan and Mr G A 
Harhar, and the three had come with a 
specific plan to launch a new orga 
nisation in Jammu and Kashmir Few 
realised then that in that plan were 
the seeds of communal venom which 
would irritate, if not doiunate, the 
politics and the life of th"valJey of 
kashmir for a long, long while 
Mr Saaduddm had been one of the 
few people who had attended the 
inaugut al convention of the Jamaat-e- 
Islami Hind, a religious organisation 
launched by a firebrand called Maula- 
na Mawdudi. which intended to lead 
the movement not simply for a secular 
state for Muslims but for an Islamic 
state whose life would be controlleji by 
Islam as interpreted by the Maulana 
(The Maulana had serious differences 
with Jinnah) Even before partition 
the Maulana settled down in what 
became Pakistan, and after 1947 the 
Ihdian wing of this organisation »a- 
dually built up its own leader^p 
(though of course the intellectual 
sustenance was still provided by-the 
Maulana) In Kashmir, Saaduddm had 
other ideas He did not affiliate his 
organisation with the parent body 
headquartered m Delhi And he main¬ 
tained close ties with the Jamaat in 
Pakistan Its activities would not in¬ 
volve Muslims in the rest of the 
country 

The pattern of growth was typical 
of such organisations He concentrated 
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Maulana Mav^dudi 


on building a young cadre which woulo 
remain committed to the Jamaat, no 
matter what the pressure. And this 
cadre was told to concentrate, in mm, 
on moulding the views of the very 
young. The method- build and run 
schools through which the indoctrina¬ 
tion of innocent generations could 
take place. Today, the Jamaat has a 
network of 182 fairly efficiently run 
schools in the valley, and uses study 
circles and mosques to propagate its 
ideas. Such is its confidence that it has 
now begun io talk openly about plebis¬ 
cite, and an Islamic revolution on 


Iranian lines (since they don’t have an 
army to back them, one presumes that 
they cannot demand a ‘revolution’ on 
Pakistani lines) Nor is the Jamaat 
short of funds Their money comes 
from Pakistan and the west Asian 
countries, particularly Saudi Arabia 
The Jamaat in Kashmir i$.not bothered 
about Muslims in the rest of India, 
largely because its role is, deep down, 
political It wants to create an environ- 
mdnt m which the demand for seces 
Sion in Kashmir will become irres¬ 
istible 

The Jamaat first started organising 
itself in the Doda district of Jammu In 
the valley its only stronghold was, and 
still IS, the tovm of Sopore, which is a 
commercial centre, a town of apple 
kings with a prosperous community of 
Muslim businessmen (the similarity 
with the RSS base among traders can 
hardly be missed) Sopore is the only 
place in the state which sent a Jamaat 
candidate to the J and K legislature in 
the 1977 elections Slowly, the orga¬ 
nisation has grown in mckets of Bara- 
mulla, Anantnag and Kulgam, and iif 
Srinagar city too the Jamaat has much , 
larger support today than it ever had 
in me past. All this does not add up to 
very much,* but it still adds up to much 
moro than what it was (p the past 

Hie Jamaat is still basically an 
unimportant political force in this 
Muslun-majority state, because of a 
very interesting contra.diction. The 
Kashmiri Muslim peasantry is a great- 
believer in shrines—estan parast: Ma> 
qdQom. Sahib, Dastgir Sahib, Shah ' 
Hamden Sahib, dtc. ate tevered'* 
shrines. This is of the Kashmiri 
tradition. Thb jamaat, with its fbn* 
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damentali^m, b to 

such revertinc^ lor shrJhet, and 
preaches against them. Consequently, 
is rejected by the peasantry. The 
Jamaat has been ipore successful 
among sections of the professional 
classes; teachers, engineers, doctors, 
the bureaucracy. 

Like the RSS, the Jamaat concern 
traced on schools: with financial help 
from Pakistan, it started schools right 
in the interior villages of Kashmir, 
called Dqrazgah Jamaat-e-Islamiya. 
The Jamaat keeps fulltime workers 
and pays them betweeA Rs SSO'and Rs 
2,000 (for the few at the very top) per 
month. During the Emergency, when 
the Jamaat was banned, the schools 
continued functioning—under 
pseudonyms. The burden of the les¬ 
sons in schools is anti-Indian. 

^ These are some of the things taught 
I in the Jamaat schools: the Indian con- 
^ stitution cannot apply to Muslims; the 
Indian army is occupying a Muslim 
state by illegal force; Muslims can only 
live in an Islamic state; the so-called 
secularism and socialism of the Indian 
constitution is a threat to Kashmiri 
Muslims This is the kind of communal- 
ssm and anti-nationalism that the 
Jamaat is spreading through its 
schools and its study circles. 

I N the 1953 crisis, the Jamaat-e- 
Islami in Kashmir supported Sheikh 
Abdullah's Plebiscite Front. But it was 
quite clear that the two were never 
friendly The reasons for this were also 
quite simple. Whatever the Sheikh’s 
differences might have been with De- 
L Ihi, the one thing the Sheikh was not 
r going to be was a stooge of Pakistan. 
Ideologically too, the Sheikh could not 
accept Pakistan; never, even through 
his worst days, did the Sheikh forget 
Mahatma Gandhi or the-national inde¬ 
pendence movement. 

The first ma^or confrontation be¬ 
tween the Sheikh and the Jamaat 
occurred in 1968. Sheikh Abdullah 
convened a state people’s convention 
to discuss the Kasnmir issue. All sec¬ 
tions of opinion were invited to partici¬ 
pate in this debate; every personality 
who mattered even a little in the 
state’s politics was asked to come The 
Jamaat too accepted the invitation 
and attended the first session of the 
convention. 

The Sheikh wanted the convention 
to adopt a resolution that “the future 
set-up of Kashmir should be on a 
secular basis.” Except for the Jamaat, 
everybody else accepted the tesolu- 
tion; the Jamaat opposed it vehement¬ 
ly. Heated arguments took place be¬ 
tween the Jamaat’s representative, 
Saifuddin Kari, and Sheikh AbduUah; 
the end result was that Kari walked 
out. That siipitiUntf the complete break 
between the Sheikh and the Jamaat. 
(Ironfeally, the Sheikh was being col¬ 
led a Pakistani agent by the centre at 
that time.) ' < 

But this wad the first time toe that 
k the Jfewaat was publicly defending a 
certain politlciu fine. All this while it 
had continued its prt^aganda quietly, 
under the cover ot.^r^aSiiQg rmigion. 

y V ‘ : 


The 

Secessionist 

Tulba 


S HEIKH TAJAMMUL ISLAM, 
president of the Jamaat-e-Tulba, 
represents the arrogance and the 
ideology of the secessionist forces 
in Kashmir (see Sunday August 24). 
Hot merely does he openly advo¬ 
cate the merger of Kashmir with 
Pakistan, but he has said again and 
again to anyone who will listen that 
the Indian army in Kashmir is like 
the Russian army in Afghanistan. 

On August 5 he held a Press 
conference in Srinagar in which he 
told the media what he believed. 
And these are some of the things he 
believes: “...India is not our coun¬ 
try. The Indian constitution does 
not apply to us. Our wafadari (loyal¬ 
ty) can only be with an Islamic 
constitution, because Kashmir is an 
independent area which is being 
illegally occupied by India. As far 
as the occupation of Kashmir by 
Pakistan is concerned we cannot 
say that Pakistan is illegally 
occupying this area of Kashmir be¬ 
cause Pakistan accepts the demand 
for plebiscite in Kashmir. And 



above all in 1947 India was divided 
on religious lines. According to 
that, Muslim states went over to 
Pakistan and Hindu states re- 
mainetf in India. Kashmir was a 
Muslim state. Then why should it 
remain in India?” 

Mr Islam was organising a world 
Islamic youth conference, which 
was later banned by the state gov¬ 
ernment. And he ttdd the Press that 
the “basic topic of the conference 
will be ‘The Islamic revolution in 
Kasluair’. We will study the various 
ways of bringing theolran type of 
revolutiott to Kashmir...The kind of 
rftvolution brought by Aratollah 
Khqmeini in Iran will be the best 
for us," 


But now they bhgan getting ntady to 
contest elections. Jamaat leaders went' 
to Pakistan to seek funds, and presume 
ably got them. And the Jamaat did not 
do too badly in the 1971 Lok Sabha 
elections. They polled quite heavily in 
a few constituencies, although they 
did not win any seat. Mohammad Shaft 
Qureshi, who became a Minister in 
Delhi, had some difficulty In defeating 
his Jamaat opponent, Hakins Gulam 
Nabi. 

But the Jamaat’s political thrust 
came in the 1972 Assembly elections. 
The Sheikh was not contesting. G. M. 
Sadiq had died. Syed Mtr Qasim, who 
had succeeded Sadiq, had a few scores 
to settle within his own party, and 
wanted the Sadiq faction of the Con¬ 
gress defeated; and it is alleged that 
the Jamaat received a bit of en¬ 
couragement from the Congress estab¬ 
lishment too in Its election campaign. 
Moreover, although the Sheikh had 
refused to participate in the elections, 
the Congress did want to give the 
impression that the elections reflected 
the genuine popular mood>-and what 
better line could they throw than show 
the world that even the Jamaat-e- 
Islami, quite avowedly pro-PakistanL 
was participating in the polls? The 
Jamaat also had a score to settle with 
the Sheikh, who had rebuffed them in 
1968, The Sheikh was back in jail in 
1972. And a combination of all these 
circumstances helped the Jamaat-e- 
Islami to win five Assembly seats; 
Gulam Nabi Naushari from Tankipura; 
Saifuddin Kan from Khanyar; Syed 
Aii Gilani from Sopore, Abdul Razak 
Mir from Kulyam; and Ali Mohammad 
Dar from Nandi. 

Numerically, five seats was insigni- . 
ficant. But the impact was powerful. 
The Jamaat, with a little bit of help 
from the Congress, had emerged as a 
political force in Kashmir. 

Then came the 1974 municipal elec¬ 
tions. Finally, Sheikh Abdullah’s 
National Conference decided to enter 
the electoral fray. The ruling Con¬ 
gress, for reasons best known to it, did 
not contest. Sheikh Abdullah formed 
an alliance with Mirwaiz Maulvi 
Farooq, and the main rival of this front 
was the Jamaat-e-lslami. In their first 
electoral confrontation, the Jamaat 
was routed, despite their 1972 success, 
and the reason was dear: Sheikh 
Abdullah’s return. The Jamaat had 
only acquired a small corner of the 
vdcuum left by the Sheikh’s absence. 

The story was repeated in the 
Assembly elections of 1977. Every 
political party was out to demolish the 
'myth’ of Sheikh Abdullah in that 
election. The Janata Party, despite the 
presence of RSS hardliners (or 
perhaps because of their presence?) 
even joined hands with pro-Pak ele¬ 
ments in the valley. The Congress was 
a demoralised force then; but the 
Jaihaat was spreading its poison with a ' 
fervent intensity. The Sheikh emeiwd 
. with flying colours. The National (in¬ 
ference lost just three seats in 
valley. The Jamaat could win only one 
seat, in its traditional stronghold of 

, It 


* 






\ 


The lone Jamaat MLA said in a Press conference that 
secular and socialist forces were a threat to Kashmiri 
Muslims and the role of the Indian army in Kashmir was tbs' 
same as die role of the Russian army in Afghanistarh 
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Sopore—and that only by the barest of 
margins,'’just 33 votes 

But, most surprisingly, despite this 
overwhelming victory, the Sheikh did 
not take any strong action against the 
jamaat in his state Despite the maul¬ 
ing it received, the Jamaat continued 
its activities, and even began a whis¬ 
per campaign that it had the clandes¬ 
tine support of the Sheikh. Perhaps 
the Sheikh thought that, as long as he 
was there, no other political force 
could accrue any strength. Perhaps he 
was only following a tradition main¬ 
tained by Kashmir’s Chief Ministers, 
of using pro-Pak forces as a tool in 
their problems with Delhi. But the 
Jamaat continued to expand. 

L ast year, Bhutto was hanged by 
the military government in Pakis¬ 
tan. The Jahiat-e-IsIami of Kashmir 
“celebrated” what has been called a 
judicial murder by distributing sweets: 
for them it was a victory against a 
“modernist” All the anger of the 
Kashmiri masses against the hanging 
found a target, and they fell upon the 
Jamaat More than ISO villages in 
which the Jamaat had supporters were 
completely destroyed (although in vir¬ 
tually every village Hindu families 
stay, no Hindu was touched). In Anant- 
nag district alone, property worth 
lakhs was destroyed. It was the first 
time in memory that Kashmiris had 
been aroused Only five people died, 
true, but such was the fury that if 
bloodshed had been in the Kashmiri 
character, hundreds of Jamaat work¬ 
ers would have been slain. 

Till the middle of this year, the 
Jamaat adopted a very low profile 
after that display of mass anger. But 
they used this period well Large 
amounts of money mysteriously 
appeared, and every Jamaat member 
who had been attacked, or whose 
house was burnt, found himself a be¬ 
neficiary he got the money to build a 
far better house than he originally 
had. Sheikh Abdullah has charged the 

{ amaat with getting money from 
akistan and Saudi Arabia and said 
that the Americans too are sending 
money through the Arabs The Jamaat, 
it might be noted, never says a word 
against the USA, and is so anti-Russian 
that its ardour for even the PLO has 
cooled due to Arafat’s friendship with 
the USSR. The Amir-e-Jamaat has 
ptiblicly accepted that his organisation 
has been the recipient of foreign 
funds. However, the Sheikh only re¬ 
cently stuped up his attacks on the 
Jamaat. The only important leader 
who has been criticising them con- 
stsmtly has been the Congress(I)'s Muf¬ 
ti Sawed Mohammad. 

Alter regrouping its cadre, the 
Jamaat now wanted to refurbish its 
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image. And so they organised a seerat 
conference in June this year. The 
apparent reaspn was to celebrate the 
arrival of the 15th century according 
to the Islamic calendar About 10,000 
people came to attend this conference, 
largely professionals and students, 
generally from the middle-class, 
orchard-i'ich areas like Sopore, Bara- 
mulla, Shupian, Arwani, Kulgam etc 
This conference should have been reli- 
mous, where speakers should have 
discoursed on the life of the Prophet 
lnstead„political resolutions were pas¬ 
sed. A message was read within closed 
doors, sent by the Jamaat-e-Islami of 
Pakistan, which said the Muslims of 
Kashmir should fight against subjuga¬ 
tion Resolutions on Iran, and Afgha¬ 
nistan, were passed. And a resolution 
condemning the “pro-India” attitude 
of Sheikh Abdullah was also passed. 

This last was done in the presence 
of the most respected guest of the 
conference, the Imam of the Ka’aba, 
who had come all the way from Saudi 
Arabia to lend his presence And after 
the conference, the Imam, in a virtual 
campaign for the Jamaat, - went to 
village after village, accompanied by 
Jamaat leaders.the ground was 
apparently being prepared for an 
“Islamic revolution”. There were im¬ 
portant guests at this conference from 
Iran, Abu Dhabi and Sudan The slo¬ 
gan of this conference was La Shiye la 
Sunmye, Al Muslim o fsJamiya (mes¬ 
sage, defined simply, is'Shia or Sunni, 
a Muslim belongs to Islanf) 

The success ot the conference en¬ 
couraged the Jamaat so much that its 
only MLA Mr Gilani said in a Press 
conference that secular and socialist 
forces were .a threat to Kashmiri Mus¬ 
lims, and the role of the Indian army in 
Kashmir was the same as the role of 
the Russian army in Afghanistan And 
in Sopore he publicly said that Mus¬ 
lims should sell their TV sets and their 
jewellery in order to arm themselves. 
The front organisation of the Jamaat, 
the Jamiat Tulba (for students) sud¬ 
denly became active after this confer¬ 
ence, 

Technically the Tulba is indepen¬ 
dent of the Jamaat-e-lslamMjus't as the 
Vidyarthi Parishad is ’independent’ of 
the RSS) It was formed in 1978 with 
the declared aim of organising Muslim 
youth to bring about an Islamic 
awakening in the valley. It has a 
three-tier membership system; 'rukn 
(basic); rafiq (friends); and imuawin 
(sympathisers). At the moment its 
basic members are only 54, but it Has 
more than 12,000 “friends” and more 
than 100,000 “sympathisers". The Tul- 
ba's president is an unmarried 27-year- 
old Muslim'with an obsession i^lnst 
India, Sheikh Tajammul Islam. Before 


becoming the chief of the Tulba, be 
was editor of the Jamaat^s official 
paper Azaan published from Srinagar. 
A not too successful lawyer, he be¬ 
lieves in Islamic fundamentalism and 
Kashmir's merger into Pakistan (see 
box). 

The Tulba had planned a World 
Islamic Youth Conference in Srinagar 
on August 22, in which delegations 
from many Muslim countries were ex¬ 
pected to come (once again, the ques¬ 
tion: where was the finance coming 
from?) At this conference Tajammul 
Islam wanted to unilaterally declare 
Kashmir to be an Islamic country. 
Sheikh Abdullah put paid t(\ such 
exaggerated notions of importance by 
banning this conference, and sending 
Mr Islam behind bars temporarily (no 
one protested in Kashmir when this 
was done). Sheikh Islam is in Riasi jail 
near Jammu Another brain behind 
the Tulba is Dr Ayub Thakor, who was 
teaching in Kashmir University till 
recently. He comes from a village 
called Pudsoo in Kulgam, and he 
finished his PhD in 1977. He was the 
man who was in charge of the Tulba’s 
activities on the campus. He has gone 
underground after the administra¬ 
tion’s crackdown on the Jamaat. Tha¬ 
kor was the person who represented 
the Jamaat-e-Islami Kashmir at Maula- 
na Mawdudi’s funeral. 

Such IS the perverse attitude of the 
Tulba about education that they have 
forced the university authorities to 
ban books like this from their libraty; 
Outline of History by H.G.Wells; En¬ 
cyclopaedia Britannica, Volumes 5 and 
9; Divine Comedy by Dante, all of 
Toynbee’s books on history and many 
others 

Not merely this the Tulba’s real 
anger is directed against those Mus¬ 
lims on the campus who do not accept 
their hardcore fanaticism. Prominent 
on the Tulba’s “enemy’s list” are Dr 
Rais Ahmed, the chancellor; Prof. Ma- 
qbool Ahmed, director, centre of cen¬ 
tral Asian studies; Dr Ayub Khan, 
reader of the Hindi deparment. Prof. 
All Ahmed Saroor, director of the 
Iqbal Institute; and Mr Wazid, the 
librarian of the university. Among the 
senior teachers openly on the side of 
the Tulba are Dr Shamsuddin of the 
Persian department, Kazi Gulam 
Mohammed, head of the mathemtics 
department; Dr Qayyum Rafiqui of the 
history department; and Mr Abdul 
Saleem of the law department. 

Kashmir, one need hardly stres^ is 
a sehsitive state, with geographical 
proximin to an area which is currently 
a hotbed of international intrigue and 
war. The Jamaat is active in the val¬ 
ley; the RSS is holding shaJchas on the 
school' grounds and thq municipal 
grounds of Jammu. Forei^ agents can 
slip into Kashmir with colnparative 
case. No administration can afford to 
be less than decisively firm with any 
kind. ot> communaiism or anti- 
nationalism. Sheikh Abdullah finally 
seems to have woken up to the danger 
posed by the Jamaat. Svr^ly 
should iibt lioW be a into, 

complacency^ 
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The Kashmir problem 
has not been solved 


Your organisation is supposed to 
^ be religious, then why have you 
started participating in politics? 

A: In Islam, religion and politics are 
one. If people want to see these two as 
separate, what can I do? 

Q: Why do mu think these attacks 
on you have begun in Kashmir? 

A- It is a mistake. The authorities 
should turn their attention towards 
those who have done some wrong. 
They cannot prove anything against 
us. 

Q: Sheikh Abdullah says that your 
I organisation has links outside the 
* country, and that money comes to you 
from outside. 

A: 1 have replied to this charge: 
how the money came, and for what 
purpose. 1 have told India about this 
too. This campaign against us was 
begun last year. Houses of the mem¬ 
bers of the Jamaat-e-Islami were 
attacked and burnt and looted, and 
there was great destruction We then 
appealed to everybody to help us. and 
in response to this appeal our sym¬ 
pathisers who stay outside Kashmii 
sent us money, which came through 
banks We collected that monev and 
distributed it to those who had been 
affected. 

Q: But the allegation is that the 
r Jamaat is getting money to create a 
secession in Kashmir. 

A: People can say anything. 

Q' Then why is the Jamaat indulg¬ 
ing in such activities’ 

A: To understand what the Jamaat 
does, you have to understand Islam To 
be a good Muslim, one has to know 
about Islam. Islam is a relationship 
between God and man, it is a bond of 
strength between man and God, and 
we have to honour this bond properly. 
We have to live in a certain way we 
believe that the way to live was shown 
to us by the Prophet; the nearer one 
can reach that ideal the better a 
Muslim one is. We have taken it upon 
ourselves to tell Muslims about Islam. 

Q; No religion teaches anyone to 
preach hatred. But you people are 
spreading the poison of communal 
hatred in this valley. 

A; Where have you seen us spread¬ 
ing communal hatred? People 'do not 
always speak the truth about us. 
Where is the hatred in the programme 
that I have outlined to you? Fire broke 
out in Badgaon, there was an earth¬ 
quake in Srinagar: we helped every¬ 
one. Now is tnat communalism or 
friendliness? In 1965, fires broke out 
ill many villages. When no one from 
any Party was wUling to go out, our 
Jamaat members went out and did 
relief work. Parties fight among them- 
setvaa, kul each other; no one calls 
them cemhtunal. Add we, who have 
never fought anyone, are called com- 
mnnall But this u an age of propagan- 


Udayan Sharma met 
the head of the Kash¬ 
mir Jamaat for this ex¬ 
clusive interview. 



Pit Saaduddm is the founder-amir 
(head) of the Kashmir unit of the 
famaat-e-Lslami Seventy rears old. he 
IS a man of few words and a gieat deal 
of action And he is tough toi inst¬ 
ance, no one in the Jamaat can talk to 
the Piess without his permission Pir 
Sahab lives a comfortable life in a 
posh modem colony, Lalbazai. Bad- 
shah mohalla. His beautiful- newly 
constructed house is surrounded by 
piivate oichaids: the fragrance ofiaw 
apples wafts vou into another world 
You are not allowed to take anv photo¬ 
graphs without the Amir-e,famaat's 
permission He did eventually allow us 
to take pictures—four times the 
camera clicked, within the confines of 
his room, and that was it. He was quite 
clear about where his Jamaat stands, 
he said that his unit had nothing to do 
with the Jamaat-e-lslami Hind because 
Jamaat-e-lslami Kashmir is much near¬ 
er to the Jamaat-e-lslami Pakistan 
Saaduddm was born at Tarabal, 
Nawakadal in Kashmir m the year 
1332 of hijn. He passed his BA and BT 
from Punjab University, and then got 
involved with the Muslim Conference 
in the late Twenties. He was quite 
active, whftn young- m the mass move¬ 
ment against feudalism in Kashmir. 
He avoids speaking English. This in¬ 
terview was conducted in Hindi and 
Urdu- He did not answer all the ques¬ 
tions we wanted to ask and kept quiet 
about many questions that arose out of 
his answers. 


da; it drives people's attentions away 
from the corruption of this society. 

Q; Just as the RSS talks Of a Hindu 
rashtra the Jamaat talks of an Islamic 
rashtra: how can such philosophies 
work in a country like ours? 

A; 1 have neither seen nor read 
anything about the RSS. I have only 
heard some of the things said against 
It That is why I cannot have any 
opinion about it. If you want to com¬ 
pare the two, just see what both do, 
what kind of literature they spread. 
But people tend to just couple them 
together; when you want to ban the 
RSS you need a Muslim organisation 
to ban too, so you ban the Jamaat-e- 
Islami 

Q- Do you think Kashmir, or for 
that matter India, should be an Islamic 
country^ 

A: What does ‘Islamic country 
mean? We believe that society should 
live by certain rules of humanity, 
which are the commands of God. In 
this society, everyone is equal, and all 
believe in God He who fears God 
more is a better human being: that is 
Islam. You search for the be$t in 
everything; why not search for the 
ideal society? Forget quarrels about 
colour, language, nationality look for 
something above all this. 

Q- Bui vou are convinced then that 
a country can only run on fslamic 
ideajism^ 

A Yes; and when Islam becomes 
common, then progress will be faster- 
. maybe not in my lifetime, but after 
me. 

Q: Do you consider Kashmir a part 
of India? 

A- The problem is still there; no one 
savs that the problem has been solved. 
Let everyone say that the problem has 
been solved, and then I will give my 
views When the big leaders of India 
and Pakistan meet, they say to each 
other, ‘Let the matter of Kashmir rest 
aside, and let us talk of something 
else.’ They themselves believe that the 
problem remains, why worry about 
me’ We also say that the problem 
remains. The truth is that Pakistan has 
occupied one part of Kashmir and 
India has gccupted the other. In Simla, 
both countries agreed that the solution 
to Kashmir had not been found 

Q- How should the problem be 
solved? 

A: It will not be proper for me to 
give a direct answer But those in 
power refuse to take the people into 
confidence. Nobody asks the people of 
Kashmir what should be done. 

Q; What should be done? 

A: In the last three decades nothing 
has been done A plebiscite was to 
have taken place. Without our con¬ 
sent, Indians and Pakistanis kept talk¬ 
ing. Nobody wanted to hear the views 
of the Kashmiri people. 
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Who’s who in the 
Kashmir Jamaat 



T he office-bearers of the Jamaat-e-Klami are not 
interested in publicity, and it is not easy to ieain 
about their organisational power structure But right at 
the top is Saadudin, the Amir-e jamaat. Well-built, 
soft-spoken, scholarly, he wears his silvery beard with 
immaculate grace. He is said to be a strict disciplinarian 
about others, though his. own lifestyle is comfortable 
enough. He is around .,70. and stays home most of the 
time, visiting his Party office only occasionally. But he is 
always available to his followers, whether they be 
important or not. 

Saifuddin Qari is a retired teacher, and is the most 
communicative of the Jamaat leadership His short 
statute, salt and pepper beard and the inevitable 
sheiwani make him a conspicuous figure. He was an 
MLA in the 1972-77 session, representing the Khanyar 
constituency of Srinagar city. He is the vice-president of 
the Jamaat. 

Syed Ali Shah Gilani is the lone Jamaat MLA from 
Sopore town; this is his second term in the Assembly. 
Sopore is a traditional stronghold of the Jamaat. He is a 
typical example of the xahid, the puritan. He rarely 
misses an opportunity on the floor of the Assembly to 
condemn anything which is “modern''—and of course he 
rants against liquor too. Gulam Nabi Nowsheri was 
another Jamaat MLA in the last A'ssembly, representing 
Tankipora, Srinagar. He is not the brightest of the 
Jamaat leaders, but he is perhaps the most fanatical. 

Hakim Gulam Nabi is the man who organised a fairly 
strong base for the party in some pockets of Anantnag 
district. He stood against Md Shafi Qureshi in the 1971 
Lok Sabha elections but was defeated. He too is well- 
known for his obscurantist views. 

Sheikh Mohammad Suleman is the party general 
secretary, but he prefers to do his work quietly, from the 
background. On the other hand. Ashiaf Sehrai is a 
firebrand, and he is said to be the force behind the 
Jamaat-e-Tulba, the youth organisation which has been 
so much in the news recently. The president of the Tulba 
IS Sheikh Tajamul Islam, a law graduate who has tried 
his hands at both journalism and the small courts, 
without being successful in either. His ambition is to 
make Kashmir an Islamic state, and he wants to make his 
organisation the mouthpiece for religious and political 
extremism. , 

Dr Ayub Thakor has a doctorate in physics: his 
education was financed by the Jamaat. Till recently he 
taught as the Kashmir University, but his services were 
terminated because of his association with the Jamaat. 
He is an important leader of the Tulba. ,, 

Both the Jamaat and the Tulba are cadre-based 
organisations; the emphasis is on ideology, policy and 
programmes, not on individuals. Each caore is assigned 
his duty, which he is expected to carry out to the best of 
his abilities. They mostly concentrate on educated youth 
and students. They have a network of schools where 
education is imparted oti pureW reUgious lines, with 
emphasis, on fundamentalist. Money does not seam to 
be much of a problem for these oTganisationa—^it C6me$ 
from both inside and outside the country. 
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The Kashmiri 
character 
and c onimun alism 

BySHYAM KAUL 


K ashmiris are inveterate meat- 
eaters, but' if you ask one to 
slaughter a chicken for you, niije times 
out of ten YOU will hear a ‘no’. It means 
spilling blood, and Kashmiris abhor 
trie sight of blood. 

If you see two Kashmiris fighting, 
do not get too agitated. Th^re won’t be 
any fisticuffs and bloody noses. Be¬ 
cause the worst weapon of the Kash¬ 
miri is high-pitched abuse. 

Violence does not come easily to 
the Kashmiri. He has been-called a 
coward, but it is not cowardice that 
makes a Kashmiri non-violent, it is 
compassion.This mi{|ht be a legacy of 
Buddhism to Kashmir, as some histo¬ 
rians point out, for Buddhism held 
sway over this region for long centur¬ 
ies. Kashmiris are also a highly artistic 
and sentimental people, and these 
traits are not good breeding grounds 
for violence. 

Kashmiris feel very unhappy, 
therefore, when newspapers and 
politicians, while talking of communal 
riots, bracket Srinagar with Aligarh or 
Allahabad or Delhi. It is a confusion of 
connotations. Anywhere else a com¬ 
munal riot means bloodshed; bullets, 
knives, death. But Kashmir has never 
had anything like this. When tensions 
are very hign, there might be slogan¬ 
shouting, demonstrations, and then 
brickbatting. On rare occasions there 
might be the occasional touch of vio¬ 
lence on an individual, or an attack on 
a place of worship, but this is a far cry 
from the endemic violence which 
seems to be plaguing many parts of the 
country. 

Right from the towering Chief 
Minister, Sheikh Abdullah, down to 
the man eating across your table in a 
coffee house, Kashmiris are very fond 
of recalling the past. They will tell you 
exactly how they have maintained 
their calm and equanimity under the 



the maintenance of peace and com¬ 
munal harmony is understandable, fot 
they are both ruling parties, one in the. 
* state, the other at the centre. But the 
work dune by Maulana Farooq's Awa- 
mi Aciiun Committee, and the follow¬ 
ers of the late Bakshi Ghuiam Moham¬ 
mad. for instance, was highly com¬ 
mendable. When tension was high, and 
tempers were getting out of control, 
these people spent many a sleepless 
night, anq went from place to place 
entreating others to remain peaceful. 
Then there were the stories of indi¬ 
vidual heroism. When all the other 
legislators representing the numerous 
eonstituencies of Srinagar were sitting 
at home, Mr A. R. Kabuli rushed into 
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opportunity to refer to Kashmir in the ^ 
terms immortalised by Mahatma Gan¬ 
dhi, at a “ray of hope”. Almost invari¬ 
ably, during times of tension, the saner 
elements predominate. In July, there 
was the clash between the irmy and 
civilians, and later, in August,, there < 
were strong protest demonstrMtons ' 
against the Moradabad IncidentlV On 
botK occasions things,could have tdken ' 
a ve^ ugly turn. But the credit mu^ . 

g o to the people of this valley for 
c»ing things Unper,control. 

The concent shewn % the N&ional 
CbnjFet«iS(;e end 4b« CongresscU for 




I. 




% 


One ominary Muslim main- 
taliwd a round-the-clock 
vtoff, on own, at a tem¬ 
ple In Maha^unj, to pro¬ 
tect It against p^ble 
araonorathtok.Jtls^s 
Wilch the Jemeat-e-lalaml 
1$ trying to destroy, 




an agitated crowd to calm tempers, tc 
cajole the people not to get violent! 
And he was hit in the shoulder by a 
bullet from the police who too wWe 
trying to control the crowd. One ordih 
ary Muslim maintained a round-the- 
clock vigil, on his own, at a temple ai 
Maharajgunj, to protect it against 
possible arson or attack. Another Mus¬ 
lim dived into the river during the 
July disturbances, once again on hu 
own. to recover and restore some prop¬ 
erty of the Haquman temple that had 
been stolen. At Karannagar, an old 
Muslim ladv did her best to prevent 
miscreants from setting a tSmple on 
file At Shumaswari. an isolated Hindu 
shop and its owner were protected by 
the local Muslims when communalists 
came to attack it. These are the tradi¬ 
tions and values which will never die, 
An average Kashmiri is highly con¬ 
scious of the fact that much of thp 
respect he enjoys is due to his deep 
faith in secular ideals, and he will 
never tarnish his own image. 

But the tragedy is that there are 
people who seem determined to try 
and destroy this. They may not be very 
large in number, but that does not 
mean that they can be ignored. These 
people are gradually trying to poison 
the minds of Kashmiris, in cities. vil>. 
lages and towns. Kashmiris are deeply 
I'eiiBious, particularly the peasanti^f- 
And religious zealots, using the cover 
of thelr'beards. can mislead them, by 
preaching sentiments that go agalnit 
the basic secular traditions of the 
Kashmiri. The Jamaat-e-Islainl of 
Kashmii (which, officially, it not atl 
affiliate of the Indian Jumaatt it the 
one organisation which Is doing tha 
greatest damage in this respect. , 

Though ostensibly a religious body, 
meant to praach Islam as they inter¬ 
pret it. the Jamaat is not only highly 
politicised, but openly anti-secular 
and ami-national, listen to the Mr- 
mons they preach in village moiques, 
attend their study circlet, end Juit go 
through some of their literature whim 
they circulate so widely, and yqu will 
be convinced that they are sowing the 
seeds of discord and hatred. 

True, the Jamaat still has not been 
able to find any acceptability among 
the peasantry (one reason being be- 
cduse the Kashmiris are great believ¬ 
ers in religio'us shrines and the Jamaat 
is against this ‘shrine-worship'l. But 
today the Jamaat is operating through 
educated youth, through students, 
teachers, bureaucrats; it has its few 
but dedicated members in these cir¬ 
cles. And it is such people who can 
influence the thinking of a community. 

The Jamat-e-lslami dbes not make 
any secret of its activities and objec¬ 
tives. The question is whether we can 
afford to turn a blind eye to this 
danger. It is a question which secular 
forces have to answer, a challenge 
they have to meet. Administrative the- 
asures cannot be enough It is aA,- 
ideological battle, and must be fought 
like one. Fortunately, the ethos of 
Kashmir is on the side of secular. 
forces But will they take up the chal¬ 
lenge? 
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r The , 
tommunal 

lamaatelsiami 


The Jamaat is the Mussalman's RSS 


T iHE Jamaat e 
Islami IS general 
ly mentioned 
along with the 
a s h t r 1 y a 
Swavamsewak Sangh quite a 
few people do it just as a 
balancing act to maintain a 
kind of non aligned position 
between the two communi 


ties Those who indulge in 
such political posturing issue, 
with equal ease, certificates 
of innocence to these orga 
nisations when their particu 
lar interests so demand The 


result IS confusion in the 
minds of people, who feel 
cheated and, sometimes, in 
reaction turn to these very 
organisations in sheer disgust 
at the hypocrisy of others 
Enough factual material 
about the RSS has by now 
come to light to ensure that 
nobody takes its protesta 
tions about being secular 
seriously With the exception 
of school going childien, who 
are still innocent whoever 


associates with the RSS now 


does so either because the 
communal attitude is accept 
able to him oi her, oi because 
some tempoiary political 
advantage is possible in the 


association 

That is not the case with 
the Jamaat e Islami No in 
depth study of the organisa 
tion has been attempted so 
far Whatever scanty re | 
search work has been under j 
taken is based exclusively on | 
the ideological material and, | 
as such, tends to be more | 
pedantic than enlightening. | 
The reason may be found in I 
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the general apathy among the 
intellectual elite about the 
goings-on in the dark and 
dingy ^ettos in which the 
bulk of the Indian Muslim 
population lives There is 
also, perhaps, a naive and 
complacent feeling that Mus 
lim communalism is not as 
dangerous as Hindu com¬ 
munalism The fact that most 
of the publications of the 
Jamaat are in Urdu also hin 
ders our respectable resear 
chers who feel only English 
language publications to be 
worthy of serious considera¬ 
tion As a result the Jamaat 
remains obscured from the 
eyes of general public, and 
continues to play with the 
sentiments of tfie Muslims 
who are unable to see 
through its sanctimonious 
veneer 

Like certain animals, com¬ 
munal organisations try to 
conceal themselves by taking 
on.the colour of the foliage 
around them Whenever the 
RSS is criticised, they kick up 
a shindy that Hindus are 
being blamed, and the 
Jamaat, in the same vein, 
misinterprets any accusation 
against itself as an onslaught 
on the Muslim community as 
a whole It is a tribute to their 
propaganda techniques that 
most people hardly ever real¬ 
ise that both these organisa¬ 
tions represent less than a 
mtnute fraction of their re-, 
spective communities. 

The RSS and the Jamaat 
also benefit from a serious- 
weakness in our national vigi- 
t^oce against the tercet Of 





disruipt^; we do not care to look at a 
phenomenon or prtHiess till it man- 
ifeSta iitelf in the form of a violent 
flare-up. And then too our juridical 
brains look for a direct cause-and- 
effect relationship. Questions are 
asked: What is the evidence that so- 
and-so organisation participated in 
looting, rioting or killing? Did any of 
the people found guilty of communal 
violence belong to the impugned orga¬ 
nisation? Little do the questioners 
realise that the reasoning used in the 
caSe of individual crime cannot be 
applied to groups 

The correct approach for judging 
the role of a movement or organisation 
would be to evaluate what kind of 
mind it prepares, and what kind of 
sentiment it appeals to or rouses. If an 
organisation continuously promot&s 
that members of a community cannot 
have anything common with those 
whose religious faith is different, it is 
building partition walls and creating, 
in the minds of people, deep-rooted 
suspicions about the others. 

When you examine the activities of 
the RSS and the Jamaat-e-Islami, the 
conclusion is inescapable that the soci¬ 
ety in which they freely operate can¬ 
not hope to build bridges of inter- 
communal understanding. The RSS 
tells the Hindus that Destiny has en¬ 
trusted them with the sacred know¬ 
ledge of the Ultimate Reality, -end 
therefore the scattered elements of 
the Hindu society have to be forged 
into an organised and invincible force. 
The Jamaat postulates to the Muslims 
that they have been chosen by God 
Almighty to deliver his message to the 
rest of humanity, which is afflicted by 
sheer ignorance. 

The veneer of spiritualism, of 
course, acts as a stimulant to group- 
ego, which so hardens the desire to be, 
remain, and look separate from the 
other community that prospects of 
sharing a common experience or en¬ 
deavour becomes distasteful, even 
abhorrent. 

The Jamaat representatives often 
argue: “We never preach hatred 
against others. We have never advo¬ 
cated violence. How can you call us 
communal?” Maybe they have not 
done so directly. But what would be 
the impact on social life if you say that 
various religious communities cannot 
have common organisations even for 
secular purposes? Worse, if you say 
that any such attempt is against the . 
will of your God? 

That precisely is the position that 
the Jamat has been expounding right 
from its inception in ml. The basic 
difference of the founder of the 
Jamaat, Maulana Mawdudi, when he 

e arted company with the Jamiar-ul- 
^ema, was that the latter was in 
favour of treating the struggle for 
freedom as the common struggle nf all 
the religious communities inhabiting 
Inthhf^ Mewdudi dltagie^ with Mtia- 
sehi' ANm Medni when the letter 
thesis thet in modem 
tln^' pan ba bated oh 

tefii^ iH» rtfllglon. It is the 
cewriem thw JfiBMec that Muillmt 


cannot and should not associate with 
iwn-MusIims. It was because of this 
that it was often accused of being a 
British stooge to disrupt the national 
movement. 

M aulana Mawdudi considered 
nationalism in India as Hindu 
nationalism in which Muslims could 
not be partners. The view is identical 
with that of Golwalkar. In a speech at 
the Jamaat congregation in Pathankot 
in 1946, on the eve of partition, Maw¬ 
dudi suggested that Pakistan should 
become an Islamic state, and advised 
the Indian leaders to turn to the Hindu 
scriptures for guidance to shape the 
Indian polity 

Mawdudi differed from Jlnnah be¬ 
cause the latter only wanted a sepa¬ 
rate Muslim state aiftl not an Islamic 
state. In the state of Mawdudi’s con¬ 
cept, even those Muslims who did not 
come up to his arbitrarily set stan- 

Jamaat members were 
saying: ‘You have 
tasted the fruit of secu¬ 
larism. Don’t you think 
you would be much 
better off if there were 
Hindu Raj?’ Muslims 
are told that their life 
and property can only 
be safe if they agree to 
become second-class 
citizens of a theocratic 
Hindu state. 

dards would not be allowed equei 
status, what to speak of the non- 
Muslims. It is not a matter of conjec¬ 
ture or inference; the Meulena said 
this in so many words before the 
Munir Commission which h^ en- 

S iired into the antl-Ahmadiyg riots 
at took ulece in Lahore in early 
Pifties, In me course of his interroga¬ 
tion by the Commission the Maulana 
made significant observations regard¬ 
ing the position of the Muslims in 
India. 

Justice Munir asked Mawdudi what 
would be his attitude if, according to 
his logic, a Hindu majority govern¬ 
ment came to power in India and the 
Muslims Were treated as untouch¬ 
ables. The Maulana replied, “If a Hin- 
-dtf Government based on Hindu 
came into being in India and tha 
Manu became the law of th« lantr as 
result of. which the Muslims wew nre- 
ntdd ns untoiichables ind Wnee not 
given any shore in the govermnant^ 
not only that, thny did not e^ pit 
cltiienmip righfn-^> would/have no 
objactions,.** ' / 


One recalls, in this context, that the ^ 
late Guru Golwalkar had castigetedi' 
the framers of India’s constitution bd'^ •, 
cause ^y had given equal rights to 
Hindus end Muslims. Hie Jamaat tda 
disapi^ved of the secular character 
of India's constitution. Explaining tlm 
position, the Jamaat chief, Abul Lais 
Aslahi, stated in his presidential 
address in the 1960 Delhi session:'"We' 
have a basic difference with the con¬ 
stitution of India because in it the 
place which should have been given to 
God, has been given to the people,, 
That,in our opinion, is the root of aQ' 
evils.” 

The point is not only that the 
Jamaat’s ideas run parallel to those 
the RSS, but that they create an'- 
atmosphere in which the meeting. 
ground between the two major com- i 
munities of the nation shrinks. It has; 
been established by experience tnM 
national unity and progress is piwsibie 
only if all equally participate in tto ' 
common struule tor achieving Kculap 
goals like full employment and better/' 
living standards. The Jamaat decrias.- 
this secular approach as Godleu^' 
materialism, the creed of the devil. . 


The Jamaat spokesmen always isr 
sist that they are interested only in the 
furtherance of Islam and are not com-' 
munal. In doing so they put a differedi" 
meaning on the word, perhaps in a bM ' 
to confuse people, The Jamaat pre¬ 
scription for communal harmony totai(,- 
ly refutes this claim. The formula, as 
mven in its Marathi journal Ma» 
D»ep (Decamber 2S, 1964), reads: 
we want to have sound communal 
harmony in India< there should be 
separate end strong organiMtton of 
the Hindus, Muslims, Sikhs, Buddhism,: 
etc. No one should try to steal the . 
members of one another. HIndtt- ' 
Muslim unity capnot be achieved ihi- * 
less the Hindus and the Mualhoa are 
separately united under strong com- - 
munal orginisations. Every religious 
community should have a separate 
political organisation.” 

'Whan Such idaai be thrown in e 
community would It ever feel easy in 
the midst of an ovarwhalming majority 
of those who do not belong to the same 
faith? Tha Jamaat thrives on this feel¬ 
ing of unease, on e feeling that the 
standard-bearers of the true faith are 
besieged by those who have to be 
shown the light—if need be, by force! 


A ny misery that befalls the Mus¬ 
lims in a secular state comes 
handy to ^e Jamaat to buttress die 
argument against secularism. That re¬ 
minds me of an episode in Ahmede- 
ibad. After the riots the ^matit sent a 
jrelinl team to the city. The team was 
facing difficulties b^ausa the local 
MusHmt, as |dso the administration, , 
did not cooperate with them. Subhadi* 
re' Josh! was camping there in those 
days. The team approachiHl her 
help end she, not knowing anythhtt 
about chair views, put them in touch 
wldi local worktra.who were dMng .. 
n^f work in different loeeHtles. 4 / 
few days later some of them worknni > 
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;-. kind of people have you introduced to 
iV us? They go and do distribute relief 
I; , but along with that they also spread 
‘ ' the message ‘You have tasted the 
’■ fruit of secularism Don't you think 
you would be much better off if there 
,, Were Hindu Raj’’” 

That is the wav they promote har¬ 
mony—by undermining secularism 
The Muslims are told that their life 
and property can be safe only if they 
agree to become se(ond-ci.ass citizens 
of a theocratic Hindu state Such prop¬ 
aganda surely would not either create 
self-confidence in the community or 
. foster goodwill towards the other com¬ 
munity What It can breed is a sense of 
despair and search for desperate re- 


iiieuies. 

It is noteworthy^that the influence 
of the Jamaat has "'grown, at least-in 
India, in direct proportion to the in¬ 
crease in the incidence of communal 
violence. Few knew it existed till the 
first wave of riots in free India be¬ 
tween 1961 and 1964, After the riots in 
Jabalpur, the bewildered people be¬ 
gan to look around for ways of counter¬ 
acting the menace which, it was real¬ 
ised with great trepidation, had not 
died despite partition and the sup¬ 
reme sacrifice of Mahatma Gandhi. 

The Congress Parliamentary Party 
set up a committee under the chair¬ 
manship of A. P. Jain to probe into the 
Madhya Pradesh incidents and make 
recommendations for curbing com- 


munauviu* aiic jiiui wiuuiiiiw icwur* 

mended that communal organisations 
(they mentioned the RSS in particu¬ 
lar) should be banned. Suphadra 
Joshi, who was then a (Congress 
and had spent several months in the 
riot-affectM areas, set up an organisa¬ 
tion (All India Sampradayikta Virodhi 
Committee) to educate public opinion 
about the nature and operation of 
groups and organisations responsible 
for generating communal hatred, and 
the threat they posed to the develop¬ 
ment of the nation. She and her com¬ 
mittee have been of the yiew that if 
the secular-minded people (Ampaign 
unitedly and prepare public opinion, 
the edge of communalism can be 
blunted. 


Mawdudi and the Jamaat 


T HC Jamadt-e-Islami believts in 
Hukumat i lldhaiya, the 
sovereignty of Cod Allah must not 
only be recognised as the creator of 
the universe, but also be accepted 
politically as sovereign. The Islamic 
state that the Jamaat seeks to 
establish is an all powerful mono¬ 
lithic edifice using state power to 
enforce Islamic mores and.morali¬ 
ties on the society 

The Jamaar was founded by 
Saiyyad Abul Ala Mawdudi (born 
25 September 1903) in 1941, eight¬ 
een months after the Lahore resolu¬ 
tion of the All India Muslim 
League He came from a middle- 
class Muslim family which traces Us 
descent to Khwaja Qutub Uddin 
Mawdud Chisti, whose most famous 
disciple was Khwaja Moinuddin 
Chisii Mawdudi’s father, Saiyyad 
Ahmed Hasaiv Mawdudi, was an 
advocate practising at Meerut be 
fore he shifted to Hyderabad 
Abul Ala Mawdudi has been cal 
led the “most systematic thinkgr ol 
modern Islam”, never attended an 
Islamic religious institution, and in 
fact lelt school without completing 
even the ahm course for the maul 
vi He did not go to an English 
school eithei, although he was pri 
vately taught, among other sul> 
jects, English language and litera 
ture, modem disciplines and all 
classical subjects in Arabic, Persian 
and Urdu languages, at home But 
his education was interrupted by 
his father’s death He had to go out 
to earn a living His first job was in 
journalism 

Initially Mawdudi was a great 
admirer of the Khilafat movement, 
and a believer in secular politics, 
But the Hindu-Muslim riots which 
followed the Khilafat movement 
changed his thinking, and he began 
believing that Hindus and Muslims 
could never sthy logether as equals, i 
He now became angry at some of 
the questions that used to symbol¬ 
ise Hindu-Muslim brotherhood; he I 


now wondered how the Muslims 
could let themselves go so far as to 
bring a Hindu swami to mount a 
mukahbar (rostrum) in their own 
holy mosque 

“What was uppermost in my 
mind,” he wrote in an article in 
Tarjuman al-Quran, his monthly 
journal, “was to keep alive in the 
Muslims a sense of their separate 
entity and prevent their absorption 
into a non-Muslim community.” 
Earlier in his book Al-Jihad fil 
Islam he advocated a jihad for the 
defence of Islam, its honour and for 
the Muslims as a whole. According 
to him, the real object of jihad was 
to depose kufr from the seat of 
authority 

With this objective in mind, 
Mawdudi settled at Gurdaspur in 
Punjab on an endowment of eighty 
acres containing a mosque and 
some buildings which were to be¬ 
come the Darul Islam Academy He 
decided to set up his own organisa¬ 
tion fo^* Muslims the Jamaat-e- 
Islami. The first conference of 
the Jamaat was called on 26 August 
1941 in tslamia Park, Lahore in 
which 75 .persons participated 
Mawdudi himself presided over the 
meeting, in Vhicn a constitution 
was approved; 

The first Constitution of the 
Jamaat had el^en articles. Article 

1 demanded frodfi the Jamaat memi 
hers faith in one God and in 
Mohammed as hik,Prophet. Article 

2 set forth the goal as the establish¬ 
ment of Hukumat-i-JJaheiya. Arti¬ 
cle 3 stipulated than membership 
was open to any person who 
accented the kahma. 'Fhe next five 
articles laid down a deeded code 
of conduct in social, economic and 
political spheres of a member’s life. > 
One of them required awem^r to 
abstain from prmes^ns] dealing in 
interest, alcohol, dariqe, music, 
gambling, bribery and other 
un-lslamic acts. Another (demanded 
tl^ft none of its miembelre-should 


accept posts like governor, minister 
or judge which involved claims of 
sovereignty over a territory Yet 
another required the members to 
give up membership of a legislature 
which did not accept Quran arul 
Sunnah as the source of laws 
Article 9 stated that women 
could be admitted to Jamaat. 
However their activities had to re¬ 
main contined within the limits of 
their family and acquaintances 
Women were asked to disobey then; 
husbands or parents if the latter 
Were unlslamic Article 10 provided 
for the post of the Amir, the sup- 
re .ne head of the organisation. 
Obedience to the Amir was compul¬ 
sory. The last article expected the 
members to reform their own liv.es 
and at the same time invite others 
to recognise the sovereignty of god 
Expectedly, Mawdudi was 
elected the. Amir. But, within four¬ 
teen months he faced the first re¬ 
volt. According to Maiydudi; “tne 
poison of differences and divisions, 

- misunderstaiidings and grudges 
spread among the members “ The 
differences related mainly to the 
life style of Mawdudi. The dissi¬ 
dents felt that he was not following 
what he had been preaching This 
led Mawdudi to summon a meeting 
of his council, the Majlis-i Shura in 
Delhi in October 1942, where the 
dissidents found themselves in 
minority. As a result, four of them, 
Maulana Manzur Numani, editor, 
al-Furqan, Bareilly (who ranked 
next to Mawdudi), Maulana 
Saiyyad Muhammad Jafar df 
'Kapurthala, Qa^aruddin Khan 
(one of most active organisers) and 
Ata UUah of Patuakhali, left the 
Jamaat. 

The' dissent was so "deep that 
Mawdudi had to suMrsede several 
important units in Punjab, UP and 
Bihar. More stringent conditions 
were laid down for the admission of 
the members, including a perioi} of 
probadon. On the eve of partition, 
the mewberdii|» was 625, out 6f 
which 240 were ia India aiid 3115 in 
Pakistan. 
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The MusUiiii'uvere so M»- 

otfbed by the eventf et Jebalpur thet 
even those who were'oot.in favotyr of 
separate' Muslim organisations of a 
political nature, like Maulana Hifzur- 
rehman and Dr Z- A. Ahmad, felt 
impelled to call an all party confer¬ 
ence of the Muslims to discuss the 

K '^’em. The conference was held in 
in 1961. The sponsors of that 
conference had kept out the cdmmun- 
al parties, and had made acceptance of 
secularism as a precondition for parti¬ 
cipation It could not therefore be¬ 
come the beginning of a separate orga¬ 
nisation or party of the Muslims. 

This development was distasteful 
to the Jamaat, which saw in the post- 
Jabalpur atmosphere an opportunity 
to steer the course of Muslim thinking 
towards a separatist direction. As is 
their practice, they did not bother 
about what the non-Muslims were ^ 
thinking or doing for safeguarding 
secular values and protecting the 
rights of the minorities. But they were 
bitterly critical of the participants of 
the Delhi conference The Majlis-e- 
Shoora of the Jamaat declared that 
they did not represent Muslims, but 
the parties which did not have the 
interests of the Muslims at heart. The 
resolution characterised the confer¬ 
ence as an attempt to divide the Mus¬ 
lims and resolved to continue efforts 
for holding another conference or con¬ 
vention on the lines of its own 
thinking 

Then, riots occurred in Calcutta, 
Rourkela and Jamshedpur which 
fuither disturbed the Muslims. That 
came as a shot in the arm for the 
Jamaat. It was able to persuade a 
freedom fighter like Dr Syed Mahmud 
to sponsor a convention of Muslim 
organisations Dr Mahmud, at that 
time, had not thought of starting any 
new organisation but during the con¬ 
vention a resolution for setting up a 
permanent committee, the Muslim Ma- 
jlis-e-Mushaivarat, was passed It was 
put up by the Muslim League and 
supported by the Jamaat-e-Islami. The 
hesitation of people like Dr Mahmud 
was overcome by an assurance that the 
committee would qot take up any 
political activity, and that it would 
confine its activities only to persuad¬ 
ing non-Muslims to sympatnetically 
understand the problems of Muslims, 
and to discussing the social problems 
of the community. 

How the Majlis-e-Mu$hawarat was 
manipulated and stampeded into tak¬ 
ing TOlitical postures is a lon^ story 
wmcli has been told with anguish and 
"'frustration by Dr Syed Mahmud in an 
autobiographical account JRoodad-e- 
Chaman and by a prominent Urdu 
journalist Jameel Mehdi through a 
series of articles in his paper, Aaaem. 
Both came to the painnil conclusion 
that the separate political grouping of 
the MnsUms resulted in the weaktpng 
of diet section in thefiongress aihkh. 
was potaaiitad to^ secularism and had. 
heah sirtyiAg for the solution of- the ' 
profakHms of Mmdimsw It also created a 
oldckki^ anteng ^du ma^ so' 
thati tiim the first nma in fred India, 

'"t I'l* /i a* it ’■ * 


the Bharat^ Jana Saagh (the politic¬ 
al front of the RSfl) was In a position to 
get into seats of power after the 1967 
elections, the first after the formation 
of the Mushawarat. 

L have recalled this episode from 
ecent history bwause it shows (1) 
that the Jamaat is always keen on 
promoting a separate party of the 
Muslims; (2) that it takes advantage of 
the misery of the community, not to 
help It develop better understanding 
with other countrymen but to push it 
into a shell of isolation; (3) the impact 
of its exertions leads to strengthening 
ef the communal elements among the. 
majority community and the weaken¬ 
ing of secular forces; and (4) that it 
inveigles unsuspecting people 4nto 
positions which they later rue and 
regret. 

It is important and necessary to 
know the Jamaat’s ideological posi¬ 
tion, its subtlety of operation and the 
impact it has had on relations between 
communities, because in the current 
atmosphere in the country the Jamaat 
is making efforts to carry the process 
of communal polarisation further. For 
example, after the tragic incidents of 
Moradabad sedulous attempts have 
been made, and with a certain mea¬ 
sure of success, by the Jamaat to 
invigorate the process qf what may be 
called Muslim consolidation 

The first step it took was to invite 
Muslim leaders belonging to different 
political parties on one platform and 
issue a joint statement on August 14, 
the day after the Moradabad tragedy. 
On the face of it, this was an innocent 
gesture of protest over a manifestly 
inhuman action of the police. There 
was no doubt that a gruesome mas¬ 
sacre had been perpetrated, but there 
was no reason to feel that non-Muslims 
would not be disturbed by what had 
happened in Moradabad. Why then a 
protest statement only on behalf of the 
Muslim leaders, and not on behalf of 
simply prominent leaders and 
citizens? The action initiated by the 
Jamaat made it look like a concern of 
the Muslim alone, and made them 
sitting targets of those who wanted to 
attack the community and who, im¬ 
mediately thereafter, did launch a 
massive onslaught, with disastrous re¬ 
sults not only for the morale of the 
community but also for the process of 
national integration., 

whan it came to forming an inter¬ 
community ddegation to visit Morada¬ 
bad for a spot study, the Jamaat was 
able to rind among Hindus only e 
representative of the RSS’s latest 
front, the Bharatiya Janata Parpr. It 
Was clearljr a manifestation of the 
belief that “Hindu-Muslim unity can- 
not be achieved unless the Hindus and 
Muslfins ert separately united under 
strong communal organisations- 
What was the outcome of the visit? 
They stated thet the Moradabad inci¬ 
dent was not of a communal nature, 
the two conununlitiea did. not 
dash, and that none of the mpununal 
organisations was W blame, ^e state¬ 
ment of th« J.amaat‘Mu8haw8rat- 


imdtttered delogation was signed by aR 
those who were its members, including 
.die BJP representative.,It was consH wf| 
dared bv the non-communal Good ’v| 
Samaritans a vtriumph of sanity be-* 
cause mutual-TOudslinging and recri- 't;^ 
'nUnation had been avoided. 

Their joy was, however shortlived.. .’Cj 
They were soon to realise that the two % 
poles of the communal divide had> '• 
escaped clean and the communities as 
a whole had come in for castigtaion. 
Quick on the heels of the statement , H 
propounding the ‘non-communaP 
thesis, came the banging pronounce-^ ^ 

ments of a BJP general secretary, M... | 
M. Joshi, as also of the RSS chief; ' 
Balasaheb Deoras, that it was a revolt' i 
of the Muslims against the govern-; 
ment. And pat came-the counter-thesis ;,.i 
(rather, supplementary thesis) of the 
Jamaat, through, the Radiance weekly, ; ^ 
that the PAC acted against the Mus- 
lims because it was a Hindu force. , * 
Don’t the two fit each other like 
ball and socket? It is quite possible. ■ , 
that neither of the two had a hand in 
what happened at Moradabad’s idgah-,, '' 
on August 13. For that matter, none of j 
the incidents which in the past has 
been known to ignite a communal 
flare-up can be traced to any qf these, ^ ^ 
or any other organisation In this re-- bv 
gard the observation of Justice Madon ; 
in his report on the 1969 riots in 
Maharashtra is worth recalling. He . ■ ; 
wrote: “Communal tension- does not ^ '(| 
spring up overnight. It is built up over ' < 
a period of time, suckled on coiqmunal. j,-' 
propaganda, nursed on communal inci-i-j 
dents and fed on rumours, until men's •'. j 
hearts are filled with hatred and their •! 
Noughts turn to violence ” < 

Can anybody be convinced that., i 
with Its ideological position and social 
practice the Jamaat-e-Islami has not - 
played an active role in deepening the "■‘■i 
communal cleavage and promoting >1 
polarisation? When the need is that yi 
members of different communities ^ 
should be brought closer to clear mis- , 
understandings, the Jamaat has in-'^ ,*■, 
sinuated separatism in the name of .'ri 
Muslim-baiting among the Hindus, v 
Rather than looking for foreign hands. ';; 
it would be better to have, a nard and ' v 
square look at this conspiracy within 
our national life, the conspiracy in , i 
communalising politics in which the 
Jamaat-e-Islami and the RSS act as 
partners. ■< 

Exposure of the Jamaat and the ; , 
RSS by itself is, of course, not enough^ 
to ensure national integ^’ation. Some* 
thing more and something positive, . . 
needs to be done to see that the - . 
Muslims do not nurse a feeling of 
grievance and the non-Muslims do not, ;.j 
look upon them with suspicion But 
failure to do that should not mean. -j 
dosing the eyes to the activities of 
those who make the task more difficult ;^ 
with every passing day. ;; 

The author is the editor of Seci^ 
lar Democracy and has spent e‘. 
lifetime studying and resear-v 
rhing communalism and conp 
munal organisations. 
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Delhi's 

Jagmohan- 

Mmder 

Misrule 


Is Jagmohaii a Shah Jahan 
or a Muhammad Bln Tughlak? 


By A SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT 


T r. ———I he capital has its own 

peculiar administrative 
set-up—in part like 
Alice’s Wonderland and 

....in part reminiscent of the 

durbars of the former rulers of Delhi. 
Elected bodies such as the Metropoli¬ 
tan Council and the Municipal Cor¬ 
poration have been put in cold storage 
for the last six months and the admi¬ 
nistration IS m the hands of five or six 
officials who are answerable, 
apparently, to nobody. 

When Sanjay Gandhi was alive the 
members of this powerful coterie owed 
their positions to the Prime Minister’s 
younger son; even other Congress(I) 
leaders, barring a few Youth Congres- 
s(I) favourites such as Jagdish l^ler 
and SaJJan Kumar, were reduced to 
nonentities. “Lt. Governor Jagmohan 
was the virtual president of the Delhi 
Congress(l) and Police Commissioner 
Bhinder its general secretary,” admit¬ 
ted a local leader. But, with Sanjay’s 
death his special appointees have be- 
un to feel threatened (Earlier they 
ad been so sure of themselves that at 
one function the Police Commissioner 
refused to stand up on the arrival of 
the Home Minister.) 

Congressmen who had kept their 
resentment in check earlier, for ob¬ 
vious reasons, now feel emboldened to 
vent their feelings and, question the 
manner in which the city is being run. 
At a recent local Congress(I) mimng 
the grumbles came out into the open. 
One man demanded that Bhinder and 
Jagmohan be denjied access to 1, Saf* 
darjung Road. Another commented 
that while he was a loyal soldier, of Mi’s 
Gandhi he was not supposed to bend 











down to every police officer; several 
noted the downfall of Con^ss(I)*s 
popularity as a result of the bunglings 
on the law and order and prices front 
by Bhinder and Jagmohan. 

Bhinder and Jagmohan hardly take 
after the usual faceless bureaucrats. 
Their names have become household 
words and are probably better known 
than many Delhi politicians'. In addi* 
don to the notoriety the two earned 
from their Emenency exploits, Delhi 
AIR and Doordarshan today keep 
featuring them regularly on program¬ 
mes and interviews. 

Jagmohan, who was appointed Lt. 
Governor in February, fancies himself 
to be a modem day Shah Jehan, in 
view of his work in housing construc¬ 
tion with the Delhi Development Au¬ 
thority. When Municipal Commission¬ 
er J. N. Singh once made the compari- 
^ son in a speech, the administration’s 
' publicity department was quick to 
pick out the simile and release it to the 
mass media. Jagmohan’s detractors 
feel that if he must have kingly preten¬ 
sions, he could more accurately be 
compared to Bahadur Shah Zafar who 
presided over the liquidation of the 
Mughal empire. Opposition politicians 
have predictably nicknamed him 
Muhammad Bin Tughlak in view of 
some of the muddles he has created in 
Delhi. 

Within days of the Conmess(I)<ov- 
ernment taking over, the famfiiar 
faces of the Emergency began to reap¬ 
pear, one by one, in Delhi. Unlike in 
1975 when they might have had the 
powers, but not the official status, this 
time they were promoted to the top 
posts, blithely superseding scores of 
policemen and IAS officers. The first 
to arrive was P. S. Bhinder, followed 
by P. N. Behl who took over his old 
position in the New Delhi Municipal 
Committee. Then came Jagmohan and 
V. S. Ailwadi, who took over Jagmo¬ 
han’s old job as Vice Chairman of the 
DDA. Even G. S. Srivastav, a staunch 
believer in the utilisation of goods 
manufactured by Maruti, was back as 
head of the Delhi Transport Corpora¬ 
tion. It was a regular old boy’s reunion, 
the only missing persons seemed to be 
Begum Ruksana and Navin Chawla. 
The former is too busy, back as she is 
to running her jewellery boutique, to 
look after a city, and the’latter seems 
to have fallen out df favour. 

History may repeat itself all over 
the world, but in Delhi the rate'of 
repetition is much mme tvipid than 
elsewhere and DeUiiites have this con¬ 
stant feeling of deja vu about the 
happenings in their city. 


DELHI 

ADMINISTRATION 


From his days with the DDA. Jag¬ 
mohan has risen from the proiqitciai 
services to die tank of an IAS onicer.. 
He did pani a justified reputation for 
dynamism and getting things done. 
But runniim one department is rather 
different troip' takins on an entire 
adnunittHidoa, especially when all de-' 


The sugar bungle 



€C QUGAR available to the public 
Oin the open (market) has dis¬ 
appeared, and if one manages to 
et it through contacts one can 
ave it only at Rs 9 pei kg...On 
Japmasthami, sugar was sold for Rs 
13 a kg," say recently issued 
Bharati^ Janata Party (BJP) hand¬ 
outs which explain Delhi’s acute 
sugar crisis as a result of the Delhi 
Administration’s incompetence, 
lack of foresight, and undue 
favouritism to wholesale traders 
According to the central govern¬ 
ment’s sugar policy, all states were 
to distnbute 35 per cent of the 
sugar at a fixed rate from 1 Septem¬ 
ber 1980. For September, Delhi was 
allotted 70,000 quintals of sugar 
bought from various mills in UP at 
Rs 45(r per quintal. Allowing for 
excise, octroi and transport charges 
of Rs 83, Rs 11 and Rs six per 
quintal respectively, the sugar 
costs Rs 550 per quintal to the 
wholesaler. The wholesaler sells it 
for Rs 600 per quintal to the retail 
er who in turn sells it to the con¬ 
sumer for Rs 6.10 per kg . This 
arrangement allows for disparate 
profit margins of Rs 50 and Rs 10 
per quintal to the whokesaler and 
retailer respectively. The net total 
profit of the wholesalers on 70,000 
quintals of sugar in September 
would thus be about Rs 30 lakhs— 
even after government deductions. 
Considering that their ordinary 
profit margins are no more than'Rs 
two to three per quintal, the sugar 
price hike and scarcity are a wind¬ 
fall for sugar millowners. 

As for the sugar distribution 


network, it is ridiculously lopsided, 
although 200 offioal distribution 
centres have been opened ail over 
Delhi—a fact the Administration 
persistently informs the public ab¬ 
out over the mass media—about 30 
lakh people who form more than 
half tne population of the Union 
Territory have been left uncovered. 

The Administration argues that 
the sugar price has been fixed in 
accordance with the central govern¬ 
ment guidelines. But did the cen¬ 
tral government fix a profit of Rs 50 
per quintal for wholesale traders? 
Also, how does the Administration 
explain the fact that sugar is avail¬ 
able at Rs 5.70 a kg in Haryana and 
Punjab and the same price prevails 
in farflung hilly areas, where the 
price should obviously be higher 
due to additional transport 
charges? 

The Administration claims that 
the sugar price was fixed by taking 
into account the prices of both mill 
and imported sugar. Since the gov¬ 
ernment had to pay dearly for the 
imported sugar, it has had to recov¬ 
er its losses from the wholesalers, 
and hence the high price of sugar m 
the open market. But this argument 
does not hold good too;- even after 
recovering its losses to the tune of 
Rs four lakhs the wholesalers 
would still ne left with a huge profit 
of Rs 31 lakhs on 70,000 quintals. 
And even if,’ for the sake of argu¬ 
ment, the sugar price had been 
hiked to recoup government losses, 
why must the people suffer for the 
government’s negligence or incom¬ 
petence? 
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A victim of lawlessness in Delhi 


cisions have to be made by him. Offic¬ 
ers in the Delhi secretariat, some of 
whom were far senior to Jamohan, 
have preferred to take no decisions 
rather than get into trouble and be 
branded Janata men, particularly with 
constant reshuffles and plum positions 
being divided only among a few 
favourities. “It isione thing to be a 
good captain of the ship, and quite 
another to be admiral of the fleet," 
observed a senior Delhi bureaucrat. 
He felt that Jagmohan’s biggest weak¬ 
ness was his tendency to poke his nose 
into everything. 

Within days .of Jagmohan taking 
over, he began to act in a highly 
partisan fashion. He carried on a run¬ 
ning battle against his own administra¬ 
tion, as all tne Executive Councillors 
happened to be Bharatiya Janata Par¬ 
ty men. Nobody was surprised when 
the Metropolitan Council was dis¬ 
solved shortly afterwards. Jagmohan’s 
younger brother, the principal of an 
obscure college, was made Dean of 
Colleges of Delhi University. 
Strangest of all was his preoccupation 
with trying to demolish the extension 
of the Indian Express newspaper 
building. He called a series of Press 
conferences, soon after taking over, to 
discuss, not the problems of the Union 
ferritory of Delhi, but only the alleged 
irregularities in the Express building’s 
construction. Express owner Ram 
Nath Goenka was served a notice for 
demolition, but Goenka took the mat¬ 
ter to court and obtained a stay order. 
Jagmohan was said to have lost his 
first big battle. 

In between the Express tussle and 
often appearing in court in connection 
with defamation suits he had filed, 
Jagmohan was busy visiting various 
sites and conductbg surprise checks 
on his officers. This resulted in several 
summary suspensions. When the 

i amuna waters rose and a small flood 
it Delhi, the entire administrative 
machinery was pressed into action. 
Jagmohan later patted himself for a 
Job well done, since nobody else 
thought of congratulating him; it was, 
after all, a minw flood, when Sanjay 
Gandhi died, Jagmohan was personal¬ 
ly at the spot, supervising the con¬ 
struction 01 the cremation psmdel, 
minor, details normally left to juniors. 
He was less successful, however, in 


fighting the battles that mattered. 
Prices skyrocketted and though the Lt. 
Governor talked of reimplementing 
the Emergency scheme of affixing 
price tags, nobody seemed to take any 
notice. Cement practically dis¬ 
appeared and construction. work in 
Delhi came to a halt. On the coal front 
the situation was even worse. As BJF 
politicians ware quick to point out, 
while Delhi received 3,100 wagons of 
coal during the first three months of 
this year when the BJP Executive 
Council was responsible for the civil 
supplies, the supply plummetted to 
650 wagons for June, July and August 
when Jagmohan was in complete con¬ 
trol. The sugar mess is only the last of 
a series of failures on the price and 
distribution front. 

His Emergency experiences and 
appearances before the various en^ 
qulrv commissions seem to have 
taught Jagmohan nothing. The DDA, 
of which Jagmohan is the chairman, 
replayed its Emergency role when 
some 6,000 Jhuggi dwellers of Tlghrl- 
pur camp were once again re-settled in 
the middle of the monsoon to alterna¬ 
tive sites where no amenities had been 
provided 

POLICE 

On the law and order front the 
performance has been equally unim¬ 
pressive. The induction or Bhinder as 
Police Commissioner, superseding 
over 200 IPS officers raised fears al^ 
out his strongarm tactics and parti¬ 
sanship, especially when h# began 
filling all the key posts with his cnosen 
friends, including his co-accused in the 
Sunder murder case. But even his 
critics felt, while doubting the 
methods he would employ, that he 
might improve Delhi’s rapidly de¬ 
teriorating law apd order situation. 

Apparently the dacoits and robbers 
of Delhi were not to be intimidated by 
Blunder’s strongmsm image. In less 
than a month of his takeover there 
were a series of dacoities and holdups 
in Ashok Vihar and Lawrence Road. 
Two crimes which really aroused the 
capital were the guesome murder of a 
kidnapped college student, Gautam 
Jaisinghania ana the shooting of the 
Nirankari Baba. Neither of the two 
cases has been solved so far. 


8 While Bhinder was away in Moscow 
I for the Olympics (he claimed that he 
a had gone to study traffic conditions 
a and security arraneements) the law 
and order situation in Delhi went from 
bad to worse: a spate of dacoities and 
robberies in populous colonies; five 
deaths from drinking hooch and the 
hoochmaker was allowed to escape by 
the police; and finally death in police 
custody of a man who had been 
arrested led to demonstrations outside 
police stations. 

Bhinder returned from his Moscow 
visit to set things right. He produced 
statistics to show that crime in Delhi 
had gone down except for murder and 
petty crime. Unfortunately Delhiites 
were not in a mood to listen. A. B. 
V^payee, the only non-Congress (I) 
MP from Delhi, observed; “Just as 
hungry people’s bellies are not going 
to be filled by figures showing an 
increase in foodgrain production, so 
Delhi citizens, seeing crime all around, 
are not going to believe it when told 
that lawlessness is on the wane.’’ 
Newspapers noted that the police 
semed more interested in manipulat¬ 
ing crime statistics than fighting crime 
itself. Many instances of major crimes 
which were not reported in the daily 
crime bulletin could be provided, at 
well at cases of crimes being under¬ 
played. "When crime got out of hand 
during the Jangta raj 1 took off my 
^old mangelautra. I put it back when 


hinder arrived. Now 1 have removed 
it once more,’’ commented a lady 
doctor. 

Delhi Police public relations de¬ 
partment was hardly helped by the 
revelation that 300 constables for the 
Delhi force had been recruited in two 
days from Bhinder’s wife's Lok Sabha 
constituency of Gurudaspur in Punjab. 
Most of the recruits had compai|med 
for Mrs Bhinder in the alaction. There 
were no written tests or medical 
sheckups for the recruits. Those who 
had passed an all India police entrance 
examination, on the other hand, con¬ 
tinued to remain on the waiting list as 
far as the Delhi police was concerned. 

NDMC (New Delhi 
Municipal Committaal 

NDMC administrator P. N. Behl, as 
IAS officer, is well qualified in terms 
of senioiiK to head the civic body. 
Despite this, he seems the most diffi¬ 
dent of the lot He has virtually re¬ 
nounced many of his powers in favour 
of Arjun Das, the one-time motor 
mechanic of Maruti Limited. Althotu|[h 
Das holds no official position (the 
Municipal Committee was superseded 
within days of Bhel’s takeover) he 
considers himself boss of the civic 
body. Officials of both the NDMC and 
the Delhi administration are sent to 
his house to receive orders. Sometimes 
he sends memos to them for gening 
work done. 

Arjun Daa conducts official inspec¬ 
tions of NDMC schools whenever he 
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Rice, dhal and 
vegetables together! 

By using a Prestige with its inner containers 
you can cook rice dhal and vegetables at the 
same time Normal cooking time in a Prestige 
Cooker does not exceed 15-20 minutes Just 
a few more minutes for seasoning — and 
your entire meal is ready 


Larger containers 
for maximum 
cooking space! 


But doesn t the use of containers cut cooking 
space considerably ? Not with a Prestige ■ 
A Prestige is designed to hold containers 
almost as wide as the cooker body Which is 
why a Prestige gives you so much more 
container space than equivalent sized cookers 
of other design See one (or yourself. 
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Save electricity, 
gas, kerosene 
or coal! 

A Prestige cooks as well on kerosene or coal,' 
as on electricity or gas Since it cuts cooking 
time considerably, it conserves fuel, and 
saves you money as well as time 


How much more j 
container space?! 

See a Prestige Cooker for yourself < Com- 
pare it with equivalent sized pressure 
cookers of other design The Prestige 
Preett 6 5 model gives you 51% nnore 
container space The Prestige "Elegant" 
has a phenomenal 101 % more container 
space For cooking a whole meat at a 
time there s no cooker like a Prestige 
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pieaaes. Eien when the imiC insecd- 
cide-spnqring wu done in Des’s one¬ 
time metrof^tan council constituen- 
cy, the spraying van was preceded by a 
jeep. Das was in the jeep. Repeal 
announcements were made over the 
vehicle’s PA systeiq that the spraying 
was being carried out courtesy Arjun 
Das. 

Partisanship is so blatant in the 
NDMC that on occasions invitations 
for the inauguration of NDMC schools 
have actually been made in the name 
of the local Congress (I) {wesident and 
not the NDMC. Even in Sanjay Gan¬ 
dhi’s tune, there were rumours that 
Das’s influence at 1, Safdarjung Road 
was on the decline Behl apparently 
was too meek to check out the truth. 
So Das with his loud and overbearmg 
manners continues to temfy Delhi’s 
officialdom 

I When he took over the NDMC from 

” S C Chhabra,the former president, 
Behl announced that he had no tune 
for Chhabra’s fanciful schemes for 
beautifying the city In fact, he said he 
would removing some of Chhabra’s 
more grotesque structures Newspap 
ers inevitably started talking about a 
“de beautification” programme which, 
lett the embarrassed Behl denying 
everything 

CORPORATION 

J N Singh, Delhi Muncipaf Com 
missioner, was appointed before the 
Congress (1) came to power But the 
fact that he is the brother in law of 

^ Rao Birendra Singh has perhaps 
helped him stay on in a post normally 
held by an IAS officer and not one 
from the corporation hierarchy Singh 
knows how to keep his boss, Jagmo- 
han, happy with constant praise. Not 
only has he described Jagmohan as the 
Shah Jehan of modern Delhi but once 
in a speech he quoted from 
Shakespeare to pomt dramatically at 
Jagmohan and remailc: “He is the 
man ” 

Singh’s most disastrous venture has 
been his takeover of the Delhi Elec¬ 
tricity Supply Undertaking (DESU) 
after the general manager, N. S. 
Vastmt, was removed. Sin^ held a 
special Press conference to announce 
that with himself in complete control, 
Delhi’s electricity system would im¬ 
prove. 

But, since then the city has been 
plagued by even more power break¬ 
downs than before. The daily break¬ 
downs are described euphemistically 
as load-sheddings, thou^ no schedule 
IS followed. Power cuts occur at aD 
hours of the day. Sii^ whose office is 
in the Town mura away fran the 
DESU headquarters* has utde idea 
about what is hamieniiig. And with the 
top position vacant, the chief en¬ 
gineers and three additumal engineers 
spend much of d>eir energies consptr- 
^ for the top job. Even in Si^anber, 
the power breakdowns condnue. This 
» something unusual for Delhi. 

The Municipal Corporation, with 
m BJP in a majority, was supmseded 


ynv fo* fin a w is l hamgltag, hot the decision on the contractor for 
mon^ matters in Oe civic bo^ an amslincsion of the 100 million gallm 
attfl IB a awm Civic oonirauars have water ^ant in Shididara. 
nM been paid for 1979. This year’s The lack of proper guidance in the 
avK eaqienditiire for April, May and Corporatiao is ormbolmed by the civk 
Jnn® nms the hmest in the him 22 bocfo’s'Independence Day cdMwation- 
yeais-The Co mmiss i oner is ^ipanently s-They w«e held at sundown instead 
afraid to take any dedskm, inrl iidiiig of sunrisel ^ 



Delhi at its worst 


Mrs Tripta Mukfiarjee, a housewife 
ut Delhi fm 10 yearss qieahs cp 
Saumitra Baaerjee about high 
paces and lawlessness. 

What do you tkitdt about tbe 
Yf law and order 'Oitumtioa in 
Delhi? 

A: 1 personalty foel, though I 
have not had an unfortuoMh en¬ 
counter yet, the law mtd order 
situation has deteriorated nmrhed- 
iy. Everyone I know feels 
insecure. What I have never jfott 
before I feel now. Now in the eyco- 
ing while wmdUag TV if saneone 
knocks at the door or (wcsses the 
doorbell, we think twice before 
opening the door. We have to ask 
who it n first and oidy idter we are 
satisfied, do we <qien the door. 

O; Whu do you atoBme this 
lawMasmHS to? 

A: 1 think Sm ptdke is lesponsi- 
We. or coarse, the peSce rmre- 
sents the g overnm ent and t fae re t o re 
the eoveramamt fotnspoasSilc toe. I 
don’t hneiv sf/lm has B/am wreng 
the poUoilW thiw itoh’k inein 
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of tie dwnge from file Jh nsi tt *o 
the Ceagrem (1> the shnetiee he- 

fiow mac* hw the jdfon rise ^ 

affmed you? 

A: I petumaOs fedi the nihth 
nmre thn I fdt h anytumhenMn. f 
fed prices have goBcaic No menm 


spend the mitue amoimt within a 
couple of minutes and withoot hav* 
ing wMight anythine much. This is 
too nuidi fmr inidaie<laas pei^le 
like us. We have to think twice 
bdore we decide to have good food 
The problem is more with children. 
You need to j^ve them good nutri- 
tknis food. How can we afford to oo 
that? Hungs are so very emnsive. 
Things have never bemi ufce this 
before. N my diild tells me to bake 
somedting for him. f cannot do it. 
It’s an awfd feeling. The problem 
does not end there. It is not mdy 
that things are espcnsive, there is e 
dKMtaM of commodities foo. You 
ny and get sugar, gas, keroaeim in 
the epee market and see tbe 
amount of probtems you face in 
proc u ri n g them. It leads to eafoar- 
rassiag ntuatumii toe. Supm diqm 
ago my relathnet had caam (o visit 
as.thadtogoottta«dtNW send 
thinw for dpim. iks |t is liviiu in 
Delhi is esEpeamvoi now 10 (dp It all 

- —‘f - — ^^1 A 1 

iPDflWM W P 

ft Do fom i^Mk Ao p rese n t 
an rnisariMw ht 

R mwin same h in jau Whan li&fN are 

SKg wHh tha owsory, the 
hhwpadiould go to the g ove rnm ent. 
WlQf is it that me caanet htqr nd* 
whiciee cooU bay hofete? i think 
owse m total atfsamnagemem in 
theernmny. We caiafot procure the 
bans necessities.'It is so unfair And 
to top it all saiaries are not being 
focndsod in proportion to the rise 
in prices. The reroit is that we have 
te saffer. 
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^eelam dain^s 
Dowry Death 

On 7 September, a 17-yearM»ld Narwari 
housewife, Neelam Jain fell down from the 
12th floor of a multistore^d building in SontI 
Caleutta and died. The case was promptly 
handed over to the detective department of 
Calcutta police who arrested Meelam’s 24- 
year-old husband and her mother-in-law on 
charges of murder. This tragic death has sent 
shock waves through Calcutta’s Marwari 
community. On 9 September, Neelam’s myste¬ 
rious death even figured in the West Bengal 
Assembly. S.IV.III. ABDl reports. 


A r~~^~n T 7 40 in the morning on 7 
September, Shanti Nepa 
li, a prostitute, walked 
into the Park street police 

_station in south Calcutta 

She was tense and excited, as slfie 
blurted out her message “A young 
woman fell down from a Camac street 
building (Manasarowar) and is lying 
on the pavement Perhaps there is 
some life left in her Please save 
her. ” Even as assistant sub-inspector 
Ramnath Mazumdar’s hand shot out 
for the register to record Shanti’s 
statement, sub-inspector, Mihir K 
Gupta was on his feet and quickly left 
for the spot (a few minutes’ walk 
away) Shanti had mentioned Gupta’s 
hurry was self-explanatory a dying 
statement would prove invaluable if it 
turned out to be a case of homicide 




Between 7 20 and 7 30 am Neelam 
Jain, a 17-year-old Marwari housewife, 
fell from the 12th floor of Manasar¬ 
owar, a multistoreyed building on 
Camac street which houses dozens of 
ownership flats Surinder Jha, the 
durwan on duty at the northern gate, 
later told the police, “I was looking in 
the direction of Park street, when I 
heard a thud. I turned around and saw 
Mrs Jain lying on the pavement.” 
Jha also told the police that modesty 
prevented him from going immediate¬ 
ly to Neelam’s rescue, as her sari had 
come up leaving her lower half unco¬ 
vered, and her blouse was tom, expos¬ 
ing part of her breasts. Jha waited 
for a woman to first cover Neelam’s 
exposed parts. Shanti Nepali, who was 
around, rearranged Neelam’s sari. 
Then she promptly walked to the tba- 
na and informed the police. 

When sub-inspector Mihir Gupta 


I cached Manasarowar, he learnt that 
Neelam’s body had been already taken 
to the SSKM hospital by her husband, 
Birendra Jam (24), and his younger 
brother Ravindra Jam (22). What was 
interesting was that there was not a 
drop of blood on the spot, where 
Nemam Jain had fallen on the road. 
Why? 

At the hospital Neelam Jain was 
declared dead and her body was sent 
for post mortem. The records show 
that the body was brought to the 
hospital at 7.30 am. (A car can cover 
the distance between Manasarowar 
and the SSKM hospital in less than 
five minutes). 

After speaking to the building’s 
caretaker and the two durwans, police 
officer Gupta took the lift for the sixth 
floor, where the Jains stay. In the 
large hall he found Birendra and 
Ravindra Jain, who had in the mean 










tune returned from the hospital, their 
father. Chimanlal Jain, and mother, 
Santosh Gupta noticed that there was 
no trace of grief on their faces, and 
their conversation betrayed panic and 
nervousness “It’s a case of suicide,” 
they told the polite officer A puzzled 
Gupta heard their story “There are no 
flats on the 12th floor, just an open 
terrace where Neelam went this morn¬ 
ing to feed the pigeons She must have 
jumped down from the terrace and 
ended her life There is nothing more 
that we Know ” 

Gupta decided to inform his senior 
officers In about an hour, the deputy 
tonirnissioner, detective department 
(DCDD) Kamalesh Roy, the assistant 
commissioner (for intelligence), detec¬ 
tive department (ACDD-I) Tapan 
Chakraborty, and the commissioner of 
police, Nirupam Som, were on the 
spot Forensic experts were also sum¬ 
moned immediately When the terrace 
was inspected, the police could not 
find anything—either a tin container 
or ,1 paper bag—which Neelam could 
have possibly used for carrying pi- 
geon-feed The police, however, found 
two small heaps of bioken bangles and 
a pan of high-heeled sandals 

Suspecting foul play, the police 
began to search the Jains’ flat And 
they found five silvet bricks each 
weighing 30 kg and 670 grams Evalu- 



Childhood pictures Neelam Jain is seen 


ated at five lakhs, this hoard of silver 
was found in a special compartment 
built into a bedstead Before leaving 
the flat, the police arrested the two 
brothers and their mother for inter¬ 
rogation in connection with the sus¬ 
pected murder of Neelam Jain The 
police also registered a case of murder 
against the three, and the investiga¬ 
tion was handed over to the detective 
department of Calcutta police Till the 
time of writing, magistrates have re¬ 
jected their pleas for bail. 

W HO was Neelam Jain, and how 
did she die’ Are her in-laws re¬ 
sponsible for her death’ Was it a case 
of suicide or murder? Was Neelam 
driven by her in-laws to such a state 
that she preferred death to a life of 
tension and humiliation? Neelam’s tra¬ 
gic life can provide some indications 


Born in a Marwari family, 17-year- 
old Neelam Jam grew up in her dder 
brother’s house as her parents died 
early Sn Kishan Madhugarhia, her 
brother, and his wife, Premlata, gave 
her parental love and looked after her 
She was sent to Marwari Balika 
Vidyalaya where she studied till the 
tenth standard, before her marriage to 
Birendra Jain, a wealthy business¬ 
man’s son on 27 April this year, cut 
short her studies Her marriage cost 
Madhugarhia a good deal of money 
The reception was held in great style 
at Calcutta’s five star Grand Hotel, 
and expensive presents were given «o 
the groom But on that day also began 
the tragic friction the groom’s family 
thought the dowry to be insufficient, 
and wanted much more 

When 1 met Kishan Madhugarhia 
on 12 September, four days after 
Neelam’s death, he said “We had 
given Neelam a mother’s love and I 
thought that after marrying Birendra 
Jain, she would live happily This did 
not happen Soon after, the couple 
retuined from their honeymoon in 
Kashmir, hell was let loose on my 
beloved sister Neelam was constantly 
harassed for the insufficient dowry she 
received She was still in her teens, a 
child For every little mistake she 
made, she was beaten severely by 
either her husband or her mother-in- 



third and tounh from left 


law She showed me the scars they had 
left on her forehead Once her thumb 
was battered with a pair of pincers I 
did not protest, thinking that protests 
might only have an adverse effect On 
a couple of occasions when I did pro¬ 
test, Neelam was beaten up severely 
for complaining to me 

"Despite their wealth, the Jains 
regularly demanded gifts; they would 
order Neelam to convey such messages 
to me I did everything to ensure 
Neelam’s happiness in that awful 
home. Only a few days before her 
death, I gave my sister a bank draft for 
Rs 22,000. Nothing seemed to have 
appeased the Jains. My sister was 
treated like a servant Despite the fact 
that they had two servants, she was 
sent to fetch the family’s rations 
When she died, she was wearing a 
cheap cotton sari, the variety house- 


Reactions 

toNeelamls 

death 



On 9 September, Neelam Jain’s 
mysterious death was mentioned in 
the West Bengal Assembly Suniti 
Chattaraj, a Congress(I) MLA, drew 
the Speaker’s attention to the cir¬ 
cumstances leading to Neelam’s 
death 

On the same day, about 400 
Marwari youth took out a proces¬ 
sion in Burrabazar in protest 
against Neelam Jain’s death Their 
slogans were “Ddhej Partha Band 
Karo" (Stop the dowry system) and 
"Neelam ke hatyaron ko saza do” 
(Punish those who killed Neelam) 
Later, the processionists met 
Neelam’s elder brother Sn Kishan 
Madhugarhia and offered their con¬ 
dolences Since 8 September 
dozens of women have vistied 
Madhugarhia’s Central Avenue re¬ 
sidence in North Calcutta to ex¬ 
press their grief over Neelam’s tra¬ 
gic death 

A bandh was also observed an 
Burrabazar to protest against 
Neelam’s death Shops pulled down 
their shutters from 10 a.m to 1 30 
p m This bandh was organised bv 
Phulchand Khatik, a leader of haw¬ 
kers in Burrabazar area On 13 
September, the West Bengal Pro¬ 
vincial Marwari Federation took 
out a procession in Calcutta to 
condemn the dowry system Some 
representatives of the Federation 
met the Home Secretary and sub¬ 
mitted a memorandum 

A group of Marwari ladies also 
submitted a memorandum to Jyoti 
Basu demanding punishment for 
Neelam Jain’s “murderers ” On the 
same day an angry group of Mar- 
waris burnt effigies of Birendra 
Jain and his mother Santosh Jain in 
Burrabazar 

It is clear that Neelam’s death 
has shocked the entire Marwari 
community in Calcutta In the last 
so many years, Marwaris have nev¬ 
er taken such a strong and deter¬ 
mined stand on any issue Today 
Neelam’s name is on every Marwari 
lip 
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How did 

Noolam Jain die? 

T he police do not thjnk that mg that Neelam had 
Neelam Iain leapt to her death note savine that she h 


X Neelam Jam leapt to her death 
as her husband and his family mem 
bers claim They had told the police 
that Neelam, after taking her bath 
m the morning, climbed the stairs 
to the terrace (the lift was not 
working because ol power shor¬ 
tage) They said she had taken 
some vegetables out of the re¬ 
frigerator, and some gram from a 
tan kept in a corner on the corridor 
in front of the apartment, to feed 
birds, just as she did every day 

But on the terrace the polite 
found no trace of either bird- 
pecked vegetables or the gram 
They also looked for the tontainei 
in which Neelam might have had 
carried the gram There was none. 
Where was it then, asked the 
police The explanation offered was 
that Neelam might have carried the 
gram in a paperbag Then where 
was that paperbag’ Well, said the 
tamily, the paper might have blown 
out of the terrace in the bieeze 
Perhaps But the police had quite a 
few other reasons to suspect this to 
be more than a case of suicide Why 
was theie no blood on the pave- 
mgiit where Neelam had fallen’ 
And, why were there bloodstains on 
a curtain in the house, and in the 
bathroom’ Forensic experts are 
already on the job to trace the 
source of those bloodstains 

The post-mortem report, in the 
meanwhile, appears to have made 
the police even more sceptical of 
the suicide theory The report 
clearly states that the death was 
due to injuries which were ‘anti- 
mortem’ in nature—which means 
she died before her fall Bones had 
been splintered at different places 
of the body. This, according to ex¬ 
perts, IS a sure sign of a severe 
beating The scratches on her back 
and the pelvic region also indicated 
a struggle When Birendra, Kavin- 
dra and Santosh Jain were pro¬ 
duced in the court on 8 September, 
the chief •metropolitan magistrate, 
Mr Monotosh Roy, refused them 
bail and observed' "On perusal of 
police papers, I find prima facie 
that It IS a case of deliberate, calcu¬ 
lated murder of a young lady of an 
affluent family " 

Meanwhile, a "suicide" note 
said to have been written by 
Neelam has mysteriously surfaced.. 
When the police searched the Jain 
apartment on 7 September it was 
not there. And if it was, the police 
did not find it Bi|t a couple of days 
later the Jain family started claim¬ 


ing that Neelam had indeed left a 
note saying that she had committed 
suicide Why then did the police not 
find It earlier’ Neelam's father-in- 
law Chimanlal says that Birendra 
had actually found the note tucked 
away in a corner of a drawer in his 
bedroom before police came to the 
apartment to investigate But in the 
excitement over the death he just 
forgot about it Later, he says, 
Birendra left the note inside a book 
on the bookshelf Birendra remem¬ 
bered this in court “There he sig¬ 
nalled (to) me, and told (me) all 
about It,” says Chimanlal who then 
retrieved fhe note 

The police, however, is not in¬ 
clined to believe this Their argu 
ment is that if Birendra had really 
found a suicide note he would have 
placed It before the police at the 
first opportunity instead of conceal 
mg it in the bookshelf That would 
certainly have saved them a lot of 
trouble 

The Jain family which has been 
accused of torturing and murdeiing 
Its daughtci-in-law, is extremely 
rich Their family business is sell¬ 
ing sans, and they have ten such 
shops in Calcutta’s crowded, dirty 
and enormously busy and ex¬ 
ceedingly rich Buriabazar Neelam 
Jain's death has led to an unpara¬ 
lleled outcry among the very con¬ 
servative Marwari community of 
Calcutta. It has been a shocking 
eyeopener, she was an unfortunate 
who paid the ultimate price for a 
problem which is endemic among 
the community Daughters-in-law 
are regularly , harassed by their 
mothers-in-law and husbands who, 
despite their wealth, are constantly 
in search of more money from their 
wives’ families. 

Now Calcutta’s Marwaris, in par¬ 
ticular the youth, have publicly 
demonstrated in favour of Neelam 
Jain and demanded an end to this 
cruel dowry system It sounds 
almost unbelievable to those who 
know Burrabazar, but angry crowds 
in fact shut down that bazaar for 
one day In protest against Neelam’s 
death. Young women in other fami¬ 
lies, who were being tortured as 
Neeldm was, are suddenly getting 
better treatment: no in-laws want 
to risk a suicide in the family any¬ 
more. True, Neelam Jain’s martyr< 
dom may not make a revolutionary 
impact on the mores that dominate 
Calcutta’s Marwari society. But it 
certainly has had the kind of 
dramatic impact which wiU go a 
long way to make life better for 
those like her whq ^..stiJl plfve. 
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miuds generally wear Their cruelty 
and greed knew' no bounds ” 

Rishan Madhugaihia is sine that 
Ins sister was toituied by the Jains 
because Ncelam’s dowiy did not come 
up to their expectations Recalling 
nuident that uccuiied on ukshd ban- 
dhan day (2b August), he said that 
vshen he ailived at the Jains’ apart 
mein to get his i.ukhi, he found 
Neelam sullen and sour “I was expect 
mg she would i ome lunning, but she 
did not When the Mcdhugarhias were 
having Neelam followed them to the 
lilt and told Preinlata, her sister- 
in law that she had swallowed 
a couple of meicuiv tablets Kishan 
and Premlate promptly informed the 
lain family about this and left Subse¬ 
quently, Neelam was taken to the 
Union Nursing Home where she was 
administered an antidote and also 
underwent a pregnancy test which 
said that she was not carrying Premla- 
la, however, maintains that Neelam 
Vlas carrying a thiee month-old foetus 
when she died Benumbed by the 
tragedy, Madhugarhia said with 
tears in his eyes “Maybe they 
wouldn’t have hurt my sister if I was 
iicher and met all the demands of the 
boy’s family silently '* 

Chimanlal Jam, Birendra’s father, 
spoke to me reluctantly - “When 
Neelam died, I was not at home. I had 
gone to Victoria Memorial for a walk 
By the time I returned from my morn- 
mg stroll, her body had already been 
taken to SSKM hospital Neelam was 
arrogant, she rarely, obeyed her 
mother-in-ldw’s ordeis She always did 
what she liked Her brother's wife 
instigated her to disobey us How are 
we to blame? She ended her life of her 
own accord. Now my wife and two sons 
in the police lock-up at Lalbazar. 
Jbt warden sent back the food we sent 
for them. Neelam was the curse of our 
family.” 



Maaasarowar building where the Jams | 
stay on the sixth floor. Neelam'fell 
down from the 12th floor terrace 


Isi^rfdom 
for life 

Fifty> 3 reaf-oltt Afrt Skakuntala 
Chinauaani is th&geaeral secretary 
of rke Digambair Jain Mahila 
Fari^dt a Cakvtta-based orga¬ 
nisation which has campaigned 
’against the dowtf ^tstem and for 
better educatian among Marwari 
women, S. N. id. AJMit tptdce to her 
in the context of Nemadi Jain’s 
death, Excerphs: 

f ’%. What ace your 'r$acttons to 
Vf * ffeeimi Jam’s tkmth? 

A: Neelam’s death has shocked 
the Marwari community. We hove 
learnt that her iie-laws wjsre pot 
satisfied with the dowry idle re¬ 
ceived at the time of mamage. We 
have therefore requested the ptdice 
to conduct a proper etiquiry ahd 
punish the culprits, neelam's 
mother-in-law was a member of our 
organisation. 

Q‘ Are dowty-deaths common 
among Marwaris? 

A; The system of dowry has the 
Marwari community in its grip. Of 
late, the situation has only 
worsened. Bndes are nm ItiUed ev¬ 
ery day, but the culture of mcmtal 
torture and harassment is wide¬ 
spread. Even after a handsome 
dowry is paid, it is common ftw the 
boy's family to demand gifts and 
presents and the girl’s family has 
no option but to meet these de- 
manus. In fact, the girl's family is 
expected to give presents to the boy 
at every festival. During summer, 
the boy’s family expects mangoes 
from the girl’s familyi Serfdom for 
life, you may call it, 

Q. For instance, if a middle- 
class Marwari wants to get his 
daughter married how much do you 
think he has to pay as dowry? 

A: The least that aiwone pays 
these days is Rs 50,000. Actually, it 
is settled by negotiations between 
the two parties. You are expected 
to pay as much as you can “afford.” 
Among richer sections of the Mar¬ 
wari community, incredible sums 
are paid uv dowries. 

Q: How did vou marry yout own 
daughters? 

A: My suns have taken the vow 
dot to accept dowries Similarly, mv 
daughters have vowed that they 
Will not marry anyone who demaii 
ded a dowry in fact, 20 years ago I 
refused to give ray eldest daugh¬ 
ter’s hand to a nephew of an im|>ui 
tant politician because they m 
sisted on dowry 
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By MANISH NANDY 


spectio IS haunting; the 
proves of academe the 
spectre of management 
education In 1957 

-lAndhra University 

started a two ve*r post graduate 
programme leading to the MBA de 
gree, in the following 20 years analo 
gous programmes sprouted in 40 
major institutions The number is 
steadily on the increase, with insti 
tutes of management universities, 
commerce colleges and othci institu 
tions tumping eageilv onto the band 
wagon I he cavalcade of manage 
ment education marches trnim 
phantlv on 

Why' Because ‘ management 
suddenh is the most prestigious 
affair in the wot Id of work Where 
does this prestige derive from’ In 
our acuteh uncmplovment ridden 
society It derives from the specious 
claim to a surefire recipe tor sue 
cess, a sec me. lucrative job The 
naive alone will imagine the stam 
pede for management education as 
prompted bv the collective discov 
ery of a gloiunis cure all discipline, 
It is triggeret* rathei bv the competi 
tive scramble to grasp the magic 
formula that ostensibly guarantees 
entry to the Valhalla of lilvwhite 
collar employment 

In the post independence yeai, as 
the Ignominy of wearing the Fnglish 
man’s clothes or working in the 
English company gradually waned, 
the educated youth started seeing 
the glory of a so called officer’s job 
in Shell or ICI But must of them 
knew that job to be beyond reach, 
“contacts” were the only way Now, 
serendipitously, there was anothei 
way It had been decreed that there 
were no underdeveloped countries 
but only undermanaged ones (that 
remark alone should entitle Drucker 
to Nabokov’s sobnquet for Freud, “a 


Viennese quack”), and if one could 
pick up the management knowhow 
quickly in two years, one would also 
be able to pick the plums among the 
corporate jobs And so the gold rush 
was on 

Someone with a modicum of con 
cern for the country’s economy or 
the country’s youth ought to point 
out that there is a vast fraud in all 
this At the individual level, an MBA 
degree is hardly the passport to a 
sinecure that it is trumpeted to be A 
false mystique born of scarcity value 
may still attach to the alumni of one 
or two management institutes, but 
by and large the news of a new 
graduating class of MBAs means 
little more than a yawn to most 
corporate recruiters 

Three years ago I was on the 
selection committee of a leading 
institute of management and, when 1 
stopped getting exasperated with 
the casual unconcern of the insti* 
tute’s faculty who were co- 


interviewers (they knew it was a 
process of elimination rather than 
selection*), I was shocked to discov 
er that two thirds of the candidates 
were from the leading institutes of 
engineering and technology who had 
persuaded themselves that working 
on the shopfloor or at the drawing 
board was beneath them since a 
cushier option was available Even 
more shocking was the realisation 
that fully nine-tenths of the crowd 
were from distinctly affluent fami 
lies, members of the elite who simp¬ 
ly aspired to a super elite status 
Those people did not n^ed an MBA 
to get good jobs, they would get 
good jobs anyway, because of their 
background or their contacts, and 
lend further mystique to the lure of 
an MBA 

From society’s jxiint of view, man¬ 
agement education fbpresents an 
mfinitely greater fraud. The pro¬ 
tagonists of management, to start 
with, have certainly oversold the 
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discipline. From the management of 
industrial organisations, they have 
^ started talking of the management 
of industry itself, and by the same 
token, of the management of agricul¬ 
ture and the management of educa¬ 
tion. This certainly entails a ludic¬ 
rous semantic confusion, fur the 
management of agriculture is tanta¬ 
mount to agriculture itself just as 
the management of education is no 
mure or less than education itself 
But It also reveals the extent to 
which the misguided are trying to 
over extend a limited dicipline 

Some parts of the discipline—a 
technique like network analysis, for 
example'—have ready applicability 
over a fairly wide range of situa¬ 
tions On the other hand, some other 
parts—motivational analysis is an 
instance—are not at all readily ap¬ 
plicable and can hardly be used 
after one has carefully adapted it to 
the special organisational, social 
and environmental factors To hear 
the pundits speack zealously of the 
“management science”, as if it were 
d precise body of scientific know¬ 
ledge, IS sickening for a real-life 
manager who has seen the infinite 
lomplexity of organisational reality 
which no theoretical framework can 
ever encompass 

But that IS nut a point easily 
communicated to the pedagogues 
who teach management education in 
our institutions. Over 90 per cent of 
the management educators in our 
institutes and universities have no 
management experience worth the 
name, they come to their task, 
at med only with a degree in manage¬ 
ment, economics or psychology, or 
even literature or geography. Even 
among the remaining ten per cent, 
the frustrated accountant or the 
industrial dropout is the rule rather 
than the exception Predictably, the 
backdrop of their teaching is a nev¬ 
er-never organisation with eager-to- 
be-advised directors, waiting-to-be- 
guided managers, foolish-but- 
amenabie supervisors, much- 
misused-but-s till-warm-hearted 
workers, and of course the eagerly- 
awaited-knights-in-shining-armour, 
the MBA change-agents. The values 
they preach and the theories they 
expound on the basis of their well- 
intended texts tare therefore ‘fore¬ 
ign’, not only to*’this count^ but to 
the real world of work itself. 

The disastrous impact of such 
teaching is best seen in the experi¬ 
ence of people who hire the alumni. 
In a whole decade ending in the 
seventies, in talking to my personnel 
colleagues in different organisa¬ 
tions, I never heard of a single MBA 
who had worked any length of tki^ 
successfully as a maintenance eh- 
gineer or a field salesperson. 
Whether these jobs matched their 
capabilities or not, they certainly 


did not measure up to their superior 
expectations. In other words, their 
special education had disabled them 
for the bulk of the most critical jobs 
in production and marketing, the 
two critical area.s for a developing 
economy. Every corporate emplover 
finds the maiigement graduates 
from the major institutes bright but 
insufferable, prima donnas con¬ 
vinced of their superiority and in¬ 
capable of understanding or cooper¬ 
ating with then colleagues. Since 
their brightness was undoubted 
even before they entered manage¬ 
ment institutes, only their insuffera- 
bility seems to be their later acquisi¬ 
tion 

Admittedly, they acquire also 
some knowledge and skills which 
could be of use to an organisation 
But which organisation’ A report of 
the All India Management Associa¬ 
tion in 1975 pointedly stated the sad 
truth already well known to manv 
“The management graduates seem 
to be employed in large numbers by 
the Western-oriented private sec¬ 
tor ” In other works, all professional 
pretensions notwithstanding, our 
change-agents hide beneath their 
shining armour the black mufti of 
the village moneylender they want 
the best return for their investment 
in a conveted course It is the same 
old story of seeking a well-heeled 
job with a foreign company, only 
with a fresh veneer Naturally, the 
public sector companies, govern¬ 
ment establishments or the medium 
and small organistations, which 
often offer the greatest professional 
challenges, haven’t a chance in stak¬ 
ing a claim to these new managers’ 
skills. 

Yet, to supply these Crown 
Princes to affluent multinational 
corporations, the average tax payer 
has to cough up Rs 50,000 per stu¬ 
dent, according to a conservative 
estimate by the director of an insti¬ 
tute of managment. That amount is 
enough to give a hundred super¬ 
visors and senior clerks, in some of 
our most important offices, stores, 
factories, hospitals, colleges and 
workshops, a valuable exposure to 
the managerial skills required by an 
organisation. 

How did we get saddled with such 
white elephants? American acade¬ 
micians Hill, Haynes-and Baumgar- 
tel, who presided over the birth of 
our institutes of management, de¬ 
scribe in their book how American 
models were deliberately chosen for 
these institutes because no Indian 
models were available. (Under¬ 
standably, these well-intentioned 
foreigners, in their tbtal jnnocence 
about Indian industty or society nev¬ 
er sought to develop an Indian mod¬ 
el; less understandably, their Indian 
collaborators acquiesced in their 
plans with great alacrity). Comment¬ 


ing on this, the All India Manage¬ 
ment Association bitterly remarks; 
“Since the ‘product’ found a market, 
there was little effort to change the 
product and to develop an Indian 
model.” 

HILE1 administered the execu¬ 
tive internship programmes of 
two major companies in the public 
and private sector, I checked the 
simitar programmes of other organ¬ 
isations and invariably found a clear 
dichotomy. Organisations which had 
a planned and well-considered 
scheme foi executive trainees 
almost always started the manage¬ 
ment graduates on a par or nearly so 
with the other trainees, utilised any 
special skills or proclivities they had 
but strictly restrained any special 
airs, and took special pains not to 
spoil them with additional concern 
or compensation It is the other 
organisations who had newly disco¬ 
vered the merits of modern manage¬ 
ment and were straining to project a 
progressive image, who strove fu¬ 
riously to one-up the corporate 
Joneses by offering absurd terms 
and titles to iresh MBAs Of course 
they later had problems of demoti¬ 
vation with their existing em'- 
ployees, which the MBAs promptly 
averted by job-hopping to other gul¬ 
lible employers, negotiating pheno¬ 
menal terms on the basis of the 
terms they already had. Meanwhile 
they would have successfully played 
out their roles as “market leaders” 
in pegging up the pay of manage¬ 
ment graduates 

The indefensible nature of the 
claim for highter pay for manage¬ 
ment graduates in the Indian con¬ 
text becomes apparent when one 
looks at the medical graduates. Even 
the supreme enthusiast for manage¬ 
ment will find It hard to argue that 
the doctor does a job less important, 
less complicated or less deserving of 
pay than the manager. Yet after a 
much longer and infinitely more 
vigorous period of study, the best 
medical graduate still has to under¬ 
go a barely-paid phase of internship, 
followed more often than not by a 
low-paid job in physical circumst¬ 
ances that would send most MBAs 
screaming to their placement offic¬ 
ers. Considering the salaries of our 
finest neophyte doctors and engin- 
ers, the MBAs’ extravagant expecta¬ 
tions must be laughed out of court— 
unless one chooses to believe that, 
since the MBAs work in industry and 
participate in the process of wealth 
generation, they are entitled to have 
a hand in the till! 

Management literature itself sug¬ 
gests no basis for the higher pay of 
MBAs. Texts on compensation right¬ 
ly argue that a person’s pay should 
be determined by the job and his 
erformance, by what he does and 
ow he does it. A degree is of course 
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I no guarantee of better performance 
I and mav onh reflect a pei son’s 
lelatise affluence, available leisure 
or family inducement A manage 
ment degiee, if it has anv worth or 
lationnk at all, must show its effect 
through the better performance ol 
the person acquiring it and thus 
justify his claim to higher tompensa 
tion It cannot and should not ipso 
facto be a giound for better pay In 
fact, when management graduates 
advance their spurious claim for 
special treatment at the starting 
point. It can onh be interpreted as 
the symptom of a pathetic realisa 
lion that they have nothing all that 
special to offer an oiganisation 

But there is a largei issue in a 
society that stiives to be demociatic 
and egalitarian What can be the 
justifications for inducting into an 
organisation a set of privileged per 
sons who are destined to hold the 
top positions and earn the top 
rupee’ Why, contrariwise should 
not the same special treatment be 
accotded to the well educated em 
ployees who have long served the 
company’ Who indeed decrees that 
faithful study ot a couise sliould 
en|OV such an extiaordinary pie 
mium over faithful service fo an 
organisation-' Ovci the yeais we 
have known that oppoitunity and 
performance aie intctconnected 
given a maior oppyoitunitv people 
have turned m an unexpected oidei 
of ptiformanct Wt do not know, 
sadlv do not often care tp know, 
what supeib managerial potential 
we are letting langusih in the ranks 
of out clerks and supervisors, tor 
want of nurturing and opportunity 
But wc do know that oiganisations 
that fatuously surround their MBAs 
with adulation and additional be 
netits art setting the clock back on 
the democratic aspirations of their 
woiktoicL and art com ting long 
tcini disastei 

That disastei is implicit in the 
elitist system of management cduca 
lion we have erected in this country 
Ihe most prestigious dispensers of 
such education are institutions that 
demand two years of fulltime study 
and a high level of fees and ex 
penses Therefore by definition it is 
lesincted to the mote, prosperous 
sections of the community who can 
atfoid such expenditure as well as 
defer the day ot earning beyond 
graduation Systemically, it guaran 
lees the conferring of super elite 
status on members of an elite group 

Equally and more disastrously, it 
guarantees the exclusion of a group 
that, more than any other, is entitled 
to the advantageous exposure of 
management education The selec¬ 
tion process of most of our organisa¬ 
tions IS far from perfect, despite 
fairly recent efforts to improve their 
objectivity, but for years it has been 


nepotistic, contact-based, out¬ 
rageously and unashamedly subjec¬ 
tive Our non-management ranks are 
therefore full of talented persons, 
educated and experienced, who 
have often survived and occassional- 
Iv succeeded, without the slightest 
benefit of conceptual enlighten¬ 
ment, rotational exposure or organ 
isational/enviionmental support 
Then performance makes the 
wheels of our oiganisations move, 
vet their potential is shamelessly 
allowed to go to waste All talk of 
management development is sheer 
hypocrisy till these people are made 
the centrepiece of any a effort to 
upgiade oiganisational perfoim 
ance 

How tan that be accomplished’ It 
can be achieved fairlv simplv by 
opening the doois of management 
education wide to all who need it 
and want to have it If the leadeis of 
the management movement, instead 
of scoffing at the smaller institutes 
of management, tried to leain from 
then expelletue, thev would realise 
that wider and moie effective dis 
semination of management kno 
whow demands the oppoitunitv lot 
employed people to learn while tlicv 
earn and learn in convenient dis 
countinous segments that can lit 
applied in piactice and tested 
against experience It demands in 
othei woids a ptotessof Lontinuing 
education that luns alongside ot 
ones worklife and is supeiioi—not 
infcrioi—foi that reason to tiadi 
tionai education because it illu 
mines and builds on expet lence 
rather than anticipate all expcii 
eiice and build meanwhile in an 
utter vacuum 

Iheie will be no scramble for 
such education because it will be 
widely available, such education 
will not create class distinctions, 
because it will confer no differential 
advantages (except in performance 
which IS in everybody’s teach), such 
education will bring the benefits of 
additional knowledge to the bulk of 
our people who want it and ci ave toi 
It The last is the most impoitant, 
because in the final analysis change 
agents produced by laboratoiy edu 
cation will not change our offices 
and factories, but common men and 
women, strengthened by a relevant 
combination of education and ex 
perience, will 

Meanwhile, the least that can be 
said about the present system of 
management education is that it is 
limited and elitist But in reality it is 
far worse it is a form of miseduca 
tion corrupting those who submit to 
It and destroying those who don’t 


TTte author was tormarfy aaaociaieij with Dunlop India LM 
and Hindustan Copper Ha has worked w^ Pia X^n 
otganisatton m lira USA as a msr\agamant axpart and 
currandy runs hts awn managamant conaudancy aarvica 





BANK & L.I.C. 
RECRUITMENT 


PROBRTIONIRT OmCERS, 
APPRENTICE OFFICERS & CLERKS 
5000 New Tacandes 


Min Qualification 

You CM apply 
now to thi aathorities 


Officers- pass class graduates 
Clerks- matriculates (I) or 

Inter (II) or graduates 


We announce our in class courses in Bombay 
(at Dadar and Girgaum) and postal tuition 
throughout India to prepare candidates for 
the recently advertised vacancies shown 
against each course 


1 BANK RECRUITMENT wattfoc»b tn 
PROBATIONARY 

OFFICER COURSE 

2 BANK RECRUITMENT JOOO vacAiwmv n 

Si4lo Blok ot Inrt » 

CLERICAL 

CERTIFICATE COURSE 

31 I C ASSISTANT (ADM) OFFICER 
COURSE for large number of vacancies 
advertised by L I C through PPS 

4 Courses for 688 officer posts advertised 
in August 1980 by BSRB Bombay 



Leonard 
•^preserves 

^buttcf 
^in Bangkok 


Leonard 
keeps 
V chicken 


Liocultvti Dtrecior 
Mr C K 

PRACnCE 
TEXT BOOKS 
SUPPLIEO 
FREE TO 
STUDENTS ! 


rm 


Si’vcral liuiidtecl candidates havi* joined Banks/1 I C as 
Oftiiois/Clerks after completing our above Courses 
We tram you up fully in Tests o( (i) Ri asoninq 
(ii) Quantitative Aptitude/Numeiical Ability (in) General 
Avyarenr«ss & Current Affairs (iv) English Comprehension 
(v) Essay letter precis writing and job aptitude For 
Officer i ourses we su(iply FREE spet tally prepared 
practice text books on each of the above subjects by 
our pxpeits We are the only publishers of these sperial 
books m India and only specialised training institute m 
these subjec IS Now join early and get the benefit of 
longer and complete piefraration for these competitive 
examinations 

Our courses arc personally directed by Executive Director 
Mr E K Thakut who himself had toinc*d SBI as 
Probationary Ottii er and was the All India President 
representing 2b 000 Oflii eis of that Bank throughout 
the country 

For details of varant les apjatication forms and our 
Special courses, enquire personalty (between 10am 
and 8 p m) or write today with Rs 2/ postal order to— 


rresn in 
Chikmagaiur 

Leonard 
keeps 
Prashant 
smilins 
in Patnankot 




Leonard serves millions of families around the world dependably 
When Leonard owners are asked about then relrigerators, they |ust smile 
After all what more need we say about a friend of the family I 





WTHWAl SCHOOL OF BMKIin 

Oadar IWatn OIIh e Girqaum Branclt Office 

I £ S Sclitrol s ramput Opp Ceniial Cinema 

Ash Lane (Babrekai Maiq) BOMBAY 400 004 
Off Goklule Road (Nortli) 

Oadar Bombay 400 028 


Sobteribe ta oar araatbiy “BANXItNi TOMY* 


II I Mini" ■ 

Leonard 


Since 1881. Trustod tht warU over 

Anotiitr natty mduet fiM. 

Leaders in rtfriitntioii 


Iltlle«Calc»Ba»MiOtw * l —0>i<» V iOaw n Naa»fMaa«ltaMif*Cli i iNNi rt i 
Ji w ih iapui« GibIwi » Bwiylan’CacIwi» TrmKi<ivia» Sac v Mir a i a « ViwWwaaiaaia « Vrjt iMO i 


36 


















Astrology and succession 


T may sound unbeliev¬ 
able, but the fact is 
that one reason for the 
recent hectic activity 
in the opposition is an 
astrological forecast This forecast 
savs that Mrs Indira Gandhi may 
not be able to continue in power 
beyond 1980, and after that the 
central government will be run 
jointly by some senior leaders 

Mrs Gandhi is in good health— 
mentally fit, physically strong and 
with all her faculties quite intact 
In the normal course, she should 
continue at the helm of affairs at 
least till 1985 Yet it seems that 
most of the senior opposition lead 
ers, for whom astrologers are the 
only source of hope today, are 
almost sure that something is going 
to happen to Mrs Gandhi before the 
year is out 

Those opposition leaders who do 
not have much faith in astrological 
forecasts, are also seriously ponder 
ing over the likely new pattern of 
political alignments in the country 
since Sanjay’s sudden death Their 
reasoning is that if something hap¬ 
pens to'Mrs Gandhi tomorrow, 
there is no one in her Party who can 
hold It tiwether for more than six 
months There will then be a se 
nous bid for power at the centre by 
different combinations, and they do 
not want to be caught napping at 
that moment 

Mrs Gandhi occupies a unique 
position in the country today Nev 
er in the recent past has India's 
politics been so dependent on one 
person No one in her Party can be 
considered a successor, and even in 
the opposition there is no one who 
can step into her shoes immediate 
ly A government in Delhi will have 
to be a combination of different 
persons. Parties and forces Con 
gressfl) men will not dare make any 
moves to win political allies as long 
as she is there, they will only act if 
the situation arises Till then work 
ing out permutations and comBina 
tions will be entirely the preoc 
cupation of opposition leaders 

In the national opposition today 
there are three main forces—the 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), the 
communists (CPM and CPI) and Mr 
Charan Singh (the man) No strong 
opposition alignment can be 
formed by excluding any two of 
them Among these three, Mr Char 
an Sin^ has the best advantage as 
his poutical position is the most 
flexible He can jom hands with 
either the BJP or the communists 
As far as the BJP and the commun¬ 
ists are concerned, any immediate 
alliance between them is unlikely 
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^^yb0Mr$Oancthi 
wflf outlive aft 
present aspirants 
and successfully 
dear the decks for 
Rajiv’s coronatfoa 


But just an alliance of any two of 
these three main forces will not be 
enough To make a strong bid for 
power after Mrs Gandhi's depar 
ture, other smaller forces will also 
have to be drawn in—at least those 
who cannot be branded either as 
communalists or communists 
forces like the Janata (JP) The 
Janata (JP) led by Mr Chandia 
Shekhar is not a major political 
force today, but because of its 
ambiguous position and because of 
the presence of some prominent 
leaders in it, the Party can still play 
a role in national politics It cannot 
add to anybody's strength very 
much, but It can definitely give 
credibility to an alliance That is 
why both Mr Madhu Limaye and 
the communists are keen on getting 
Its support 

But the Janata (JP) will not join 
anv alliance in which Mr Charan 
Singh occupies the chair, and Mr 
Charan Singh cannot join anv con 


If ^Combiiiation has 
to nin the 
iiovemment after 
MsQai^nthe 


togeiodveryeedlor 



glomeration in which he is not 
offered the throne Mr Raj Narain 
and Mr H N Bahuguna are keen to 
take the maximum advantage of 
this contradiction Mr Charan 
Singh has declared both of them 
untouchables for the moment and 
so they are trying to teach him a 
lesson Both or them are trying to 
form a political alliance minus Mr 
Charan Singh The question is, can 
anv powerful alliance be formed in 
India today by excluding both the 
BJP and Mr Charan Singh> Mr 
Bahuguna thinks that this can be 
formed once Mrs Gandhi is absent 
from the scene His idea is to pre¬ 
pare the ground, through personal 
contacts, and then move at light 
ning speed once the opportunity 
arises He wants to outwit others bv 
sheer organisation and speed 

But will senior leaders agree to 
hand over the gaddi to Bahuguna^ 
Charan Singh or Babuji or Urs may 
agree to serve under Morarji Desai 
as a last resort, but they will never 
accept Bahuguna as their leader 
The same is the situation with 
Chandra Shekhar He may aspire 
for the highest chair, but will others 
agree to offer it to him^ If a com 
bination has to run the government 
after Mrs Gandhi, the leadership is 
bound to go to a verv senior (and 
possibly senile) person it cannot go 
to a middle aged thalu leader or a 
well known cpmmunist or a com 
munalist straightaway 

So, if something happens to Mrs 
Gandhi tomorrow, the contest for 
the PM's job is bound to remain 
confined to three men—Morarji De 
sai, Charan Singh and Y B Chavan 
Of course, for a short while, Kama 
lapati Tnpathi might get a chance 
to sit on that coveted chair 

Murarp Desai and Y B Chavan 
can expect the support of a large 
numlier of former and present Con 
gressmen For Charan Singh, of 
course, that will not be casv And if 
the communists try to block Murar 
ji Desai or Y B Chavan's way, then 
It will not be surprising even if the 
BJP supports the combination of 
the past and present Congressmen 
and other sundry elements The 
ultimate battle in India fur captur 
ing power will of course be between 
the BJP and the communists, in the 
absence of Mrs Gandhi The others 
will have to join one of these two 
sides 

But who knows what is there in 
store for us Maybe Mrs Gandhi will 
outlive all the present aspirants 
and successfully clear the decks tor 
Rajiv’s coronation Astrologers 
have gone wrong more often than 
not 
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H ARDI \ had the storm of 
t onti ov ersv ai oimd an 
anti Rav statement made bv 
Ndigis Diitt, MP in the Rajva 
Sdbha simmered down when 
Narfiis retiii ned to Bombay, a 
thin, weak shell ol her tormei 
sell, and was admitted to hos 
pital with a suspected attack 
of laundice The Bombay doc 
tors discovered some kind of 
obstruction in the bile duct 
and hurriedly lefeired her to 
a hospital in America Sunil 
Dutt accompanied her to New 
York where at the time ol 
writing, she is awaiting 
surgery 

.Sunil Dutt, who was buss 
with the completion of his 
son’s lust him, Rotkv has 
had to postpone the film's 
lelease As soon as the opei a 
tionisovei he will be return 
ing to complete the work 

PFAMNGolcon 
tioseisies quite a thing 
svas made of the posters of 
Rocky depicting Sun/di Dutt 
and a scantils dressed Tina 

ID 


spread out on a iiiotoi bike' If 
you think that’s impossible 
you should have seen the 
posteis before they were pul 
led down However, this is 
not the first time that a 
motorbike has sersed as the 
lovei’s touch, a German hard 
porn film has a couple ol 
scenes whete three girls on 
three motorbikes are being 
c^ioled (and much more') by 
three young boy, 

H AVfc you noticed how 
young stars like Ran 
leetd, Shahana and Poonam 
Dhillon, tome to parties look 
ing like sedate old frumps, in 
sans and then hair either 
hanging loose’ The real vin 
rage brand names like Nutan, 
Smi and now (God help') 
Shayhikala arrive at paities 
with short, lacquered hair or 
some weird hairstyle 

G OD' That girl Tanunanna 
opens her mouth with 
such unbecoming confidence 
that you almost miss the foot 


she puts in it every time 
During an on the spot inter 
view with Tahaysunton TV 
she was asked a number of 
questions, which she 
answered with an immediate 
“dekhive ’’but none of her 
“answeis” really answered 
the questions, which, know 
mg Tabassum were neither 
too difficult not too original 
One such question stands out 
Why do you think the old 
time actors lived and died as 
actors never tiying out other 
fields of the media’ Taman 
na’s answer “You see, the 
old time actors never came 
fi tun good homes They were 
not educated and did not 
come from the good, cultured 
homes that we stars of today 
come from'” Readers can ft 
guie out this one' 

ID sou know that 
Bhupendia. that superb 
singer, who has tui ned many 
of Gulzar’s Ivrics into haunt 
mg melodies was once turned 
down bv producei ,f Om Pra- 


kash, on the ginurids that 
Bhupendra lollowed the west 
ein style and that iheie was a 
touch of pop in his music 
fust because he plays the 
guitar so well' And this pro 
ducei needed a semi classical 
singei, il the music director 
and the Ivi icist were any 
thing to go bv 

E ver since Saniee\ 

Kutnat leturned Itom 
America where Suiaapwas 
being shot and brought back 
tumouis that he was being 
wooed bv American Baihata 
Teizi, who lived with him and 
cooked tor him, have you 
noticed the renewed effoits 
of Sulakshana Pandit and 
Javshi ee T at trying to woo 
him back’ Sulakshana bv the 
wav, has let het self i un into a 
lot of tat Shehasveiv tew 
films on hei hands and a \ ei s 
elusive target which is the 
cause of hei love sif,kness' 
And as for.Iavshiee, her 
khaane ka dahha tut ns San le- 
ev on. moi e than herself 0 







KHAAS BA AT 



HEN WoodvAlhn'n 
grim tala of divorce in 
^•n American film entitled In¬ 
vertors was shown in Benga< 
^lure during the International 
Film Festival, soma critics 
found Allen’s study of the 
impact of divorce in the 
American milieu exagger¬ 
ated. “Imagine a marriage 
lasting for so many years in 
America,“ q^uipped an Ill- 
informed critic and added 
that Interiors was a fit sub¬ 
ject for an Indian producer. 
Now one hears that a Telugu 
film IS being extracted out of 
Interiors. Of course there’ll 
be more masale in the desi 
version. 

S EEMA and 1. V. Sasi got 
an excellent wedding gift; 
as they were declared hus¬ 
band and wife in a Madras 
temple, messages came in 
from Kerala about the excel¬ 
lent box-office success of 
Meenu Serna’s previous film 
with I. V. Sasi, Angadi, cre¬ 
ated a sensation in Kerala by 
!>mashing formidable records 
set by films like Thakara, Her 
Nights and Chemmeen. 

L ast month it was Raj 
Babbar. And now it’s 
Mtthun Chakraborty. Rathi 
seems to be taking it all in 
good humour. Said the ac¬ 
tress: "My name was linked, 
with Raj Babbar even before 


we had gdne through the 
second schedule of Triveni 
and now suddenly it's Mlthu. 

At this rata, the next fort¬ 
night it will be Deepak Para- 
shar...Some Journalists have 
been so generous to me." 

She’s yet to work with 
Mithun; the shooting of 
Sahas, their first film, will 
soon begin in Madras. In ^ 
Madras she’s known as Rathi 
but the credit titles of Hindi 
films will call he Rati Agnl- 
hotri. “Actually I used to 
write my name as Rati but 
then Tamil film producers in¬ 
troduced an “h” into my 
name,’’ said the star. 

S A THyAKALA’S hopes* 
that her first TamiUilm 
Thani Maram will be a run¬ 
away hit didn’t exactly mater¬ 
ialise. She now has seasoned 
directors who are close to 
“MGR. In one of the fonhcom- 
ing films she’s paired^th 
newcomer M. G. C. Sukumar, 
MGR's nephew, whose first 
film was a terrible flop. Sure¬ 
ly the new film starring Suku¬ 
mar and Sathyakala will be a 
heroine-oriented.one. 

D espite the sad box- 

C^fice performance of 
Johnny, Rajnikant considers 
it to be one of his better films. 
And he’s also hoping that Til- 
lu Mullu, remake of GolMaal 
will click. Said the actor: 


"People say that I’m made for 
rough roles, but I hope they 
change thehr mind after semg 
TiUuMuUu. ”Madhavi,his 
heroine also hopes that this 
film will click:.ner first Tamil 
release did not do well at the 
box-office. But the future 
looks very promising. Apart 
from Tillu Mullu, she has 
another good starrer, Raja 
Parvai, with Kamalahasan as 
her hero. 

F ifteen years ago Sara- 
dawn, a struggling Telugu 
actress picked up a couple of 
Malayalam films and made it 
big in Kerala. She reigned 
supreme for nearly a decade 
and also made a lot of money. 

And now Sujatha, a Kera- 
lite, has become one of the 
top actresses in Andhra. 

A SOAP manufacturing 
firm asked Menaka, the 
popular newcomer to act in a 
couple of ad films. The ac¬ 
tress replied; “I don’t uit 


your soap. I use only Liril. 




lie?” The ad agency man re¬ 
torted; "You get married to' 
number of people in your 
films. Do you expect the pul 
lie to believe that too?’’ 

IRISH KARNAD must b 
thinking that he should 
have terminated his profes¬ 
sional relationship with dire 
tor Sasu Chattarjee after thi 
success of Swaml Two of hii 
subsequent films for Chattel 
jee, Ratnadeep and Man 
Pasand have flopped. And 
Sara Jahan seems to be in a 
limbo. Despite these setbadi 
Girish continues to get lucre 
tive offers as he was associ¬ 
ated with Aasha,one of the 
biggest hits in recent yaari. 
Buthe doesn’t regret having 
worked for Basu Chsttarjei 
as he finds the latter to be a 
very genial person. So he 
says. 

PIOUSJI 
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NEWS 


Aligarh: Another 
tragic day 

Why didn't the police stop the riots? 


(CTT normally takes half an hour to 

Iproceed twenty yards down this 
road, It IS so crowded, but today you 
have done it in a matter of minutes,” 
the magistrate on duty near the main 
shopping centre of Aligarh told us 
Curfew-bound Aligarh was absolutely 
deserted Only police pickets could be 
seen, at short distances from each 
other Occasionally, a stray dog broke 
the awful monotony. Aligarh was 
still—and unreal. But beneath the still¬ 
ness was tension communal tension. 
Only two days back, on 8 September, 
ten people had died and 18 had been 
injured. 

Perennially disturbed Aligarh had 
become tense again on 17 August, 
following the Moradabad incident, 
when Muslims protested against the 
police But trouble had subsided, and 
life was returning to normal In the 
last fortnight, no ‘incidents’ had taken 
place. The army had been withdrawn, 
the day-curfew had been lifted, and 
even women were coming out to shop 
But on the evening of 7 September, 


two journalists, Pawan Kumar Jain, a 
stringer of Nav Bharat Times and 
Samachar Bharati, and Jai Outt Shar- 
ma, the editor of a local weekly, Shik- 
wa Shikayat, were arrested under Sec¬ 
tion 153A of the IPC for incitement to 
communal violence The reasqn Jain 
had written a baseless report that 400 
home guards were missing after the 
recent disturbances, and Sharma coo 
had reported the same K K. Singh, 
the divisional Home Guards comman¬ 
dant, to whom the two newsmen had 
attributed the report, denied saying 
any such thing, and claimed that the 
entire report was false. 

Jam, besides being a journalist, 
was also a businessman with consider¬ 
able influence among the local Hindu 
traders Once the news spread that 
Jain had been arrested, the local trad¬ 
ers, on the night of 7 September, got 
together and decided, as a mark of 
protest, they would not open their 
shops the next day, and would ensure 
that the entire marketplace remained 
shut But on the morning of 8 Septem¬ 


ber, npt all the shopkeepers closed 
their shops, and the latter were forced 
to shut down. All this was going on 
right under the nose of the police, in 
Burra Bazar, Mohammed Ali Road and 
Manav Chowk. 

By around 10.30 in the morning, a 
mob of a few hundred Hindus Had 
gathered at Phoolchauraha, a market¬ 
place. Suddenly at around d0.40 am, 
there was the sound of a powerful 
explosion, allegedly from the nouse of 
Vikar Hussain, a resident of Phool- 
chauraha. No one till now knows the 
origin of the sound: some say it was a 
handmade bomb going off, while 
others say it was a pistol shot. A search 
of Hussain’s house conducted a day 
after the incident, has revealed no¬ 
thing—no marks, and no signs of a 
blast But there was a massive sound, 
and this gave rise to the first rumour: 
that a Hindu youth, who had been 
standing next to Masjid Purani Kotwa- 
li (which adjoins Phoolchauraha) had 
been killed As the rumour ^read, the 
mob started getting angry. The police, 
by now alerted, were urged by the 
crowd to take action against the Mus¬ 
lims who had ‘killbd’ a Hindu youth. 
Sensing that the situation was getting 
out of hand, the police resorted to a 
lathi charge, and fired in the air. 

But this did not disperse the mob. 
Instead it started moving from Phool¬ 
chauraha to Chauraha Abdul Karim 
and Dahiwala Gall. It was at Chauraha 
Abdul Karim that the first person* 
died. A Muslim rickshaw puller was 
stabbed to death An exchange of 
brickbats between Hindus and Mus¬ 
lims followed and shops were set.oi) 
fire. Two groups of Hindus attacked 
Muslim homes in Chahgarmaiah and 
Sarai Bairam Beg—largely Hindu 
areas, with pockets of Muslims living 
there The carnage began, and there 
was killing, looting and destruction. It 
carried on for about two hours At the 
end of It, nine Muslims had died and 
18 were miured. The next day, a 
four-year-old girl succumbed to her 
injuries in hospital. A number of ^ 
houses had been burnt and looted. 

Badre Alam Chaudhuri, a resident 
of Chahgarmaiah said: “The mob first 
tried to attack our houses from the 
front. But the doors were sturdy and 
they could not break it open though 
they had hatchets with them. So they 
came around to the back door and 
attacked us from behind. They broke 
open the back door of one of the 
houses and from there they jumped 
the walls and entered the other 
houses. The people uiside were trap¬ 
ped while the mob did whatever they 
wanted to, including killing.” Moham¬ 
med Sharif, a Muslim businessman of 
Manav Chowk, took us around his 
ransacked house. He lives with his 
brother, Abdul Rashid, whose 28-yaar- 
old wife had been killed. The hiHise 
had been totally ransacked and looted.; 
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Ibrahim's house in ashes (Inset) Rajiv Ratan Shah, the present DM 
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A daughter in the family (who a|$o 
died) was to have been married recent- 
Iv. and a lot of ornaments had been 
made for her marriage. Mohammed 
Shanf pointed to a safe which had 
been broken open and said- “We had 
everything inside there. Ornaments, 
money and important papers Now the 
ornaments are gone, the monev is gone 
and the papers are burnt.” Opposite 
Shaiif's house is a small house The 
doors are missing and inside lies a 
burnt Lot According to Mohiuddin, 
8U vear-old Ibrahim used to live there. 
The old man was tied to his cot and 
then set on fire. 


What all Muslims agree about is the 
role of the PAC in the incident They 
feel that the PAC encouraged the 
Hotels and refused to give protection 
k to those being attacked 
|f litanullah Khan, the president of 
^ the Aligarh Muslim Universitv Stu> 
dents' Union said, “The police were 
posted along the route and, in fact, 
thev weie going along with the mob 
But they did not do anything to pre¬ 
sent the mob from creating trouble 1 
think the PAC was largelv responsible 
fui all this They egged on the rioters 
In fact, as long as^ne PAC is around, 
theie cannot be any long-lasting peace 
here " At a meeting of senior students 
on 9 September, a day after the inci¬ 
dent. a resolution was passed $avii\g 
“We demand immediate disarming of 
the PAC which is the root cause of 
trouble If the PAC remains on the 
stieet. trouble will erupt again ” The 
students are not against the police— 
thev are only against the PAC. Said 
Wasim Ahmed of the urtiversity, “We 
have been asking the government to 
post the BSF, the CRP and the army. 
Uur only request is that the PAC 
should be withdrawn. They have been 
associated with too many brutalities 
on our community. Look at what hap¬ 
pened in Moradabad. We have lost 
trust in them, as people who can'- 
protect us.” 


According to Mujahid Sherwani, 
secretary of the UP Congress Minor¬ 
ities Forum, the PAC battalions now in 
Aligarh, are the same ones which had 
been deployed in Moradabad. 

The administration is doing good 
and constructive work now, making 
sure that food supplies reach every 
place, especially in the curfew-bound 
areas (no Hindu or Muslim complained 
that they were facing difficulty in 
procuring food.) But it is the Adminis¬ 


tration too which failed in anticipatmg 
and controlling the situation. AccortT 
tng to a senior government official, the 
intelligence services had failed com¬ 
pletely. Everyone was aware that ten- 
'sion prevailed ii^ Aligarh and chat only 
a spark was needed to ignite it (as 
someone commented, “In Aligarh even 
if two cyclists collide on the road.,lb 
becomes a communal issue”.) Vet, 
though « mob had collected at Phool- 
chauraha. since early morning, the 
police faiied to preveht them from 
Boing berserk. Why is it that when the 
urmed poliee arrived, al a time when 
no dimain hed.^h otm, tha mob 
j/ - ' , 


could not be dispersed without any 
harm being done? A team of high state 
officials headed by the chief secretary, 
R. B. Saxena, has issued a statement 
saying that thev have seen the situa¬ 
tion “as a collapse of the district 
administration " 

The day after the incident, the 
district magistrate, Nagendra Singh 
and the special superintendent of 
police, Manzoor Ahmed, were transfer¬ 
red According to an official, one 
reason for the administration’s failure 
was the lack of communication be¬ 
tween the district magistrate and the 
Agra division commissioner, Deshraj 
Singh 

The reminders of tlie carnage lie in 
Malikhan Singh hospital, where most 
of the people miured in the incident 
have been admitted. Sixty year-old 


umman Mian lies on his bed with 
ead injuries, four-year-oid Pappu, 
with stab iniuries in his abdomen, 
clutches the hand of the doctor who 
comes to examine him, and twenty- 
five-year-oid Kaziuddin stares at the 
ceiling. The state government has de¬ 
cided to give Rs 5.(K)0 to the families 
of those who have been killed The 
Prime Minister has decided to give Rs 
3,000 each to the families of those who 
have been killed and Rs 1,000 each to 
the famihes of those who have been 
injured. But as Mohiuddin, who stays 
at Masjid Purani Kotwali asked: “If we 
give the government Rs 5,000, will it 
retuin our relatives who have been 
killed?” 


SAUMITRA BANBRJEE, Aligarh 


Friends set the trend 



Syad Hbsmii 


T hese days when communal 
feelings run high, mutual toler¬ 
ance and understanding have be¬ 
come a rarity indeed. And yet, 
there exist some stray instances 
that go to prove that secularism is 
yet to become obsolete. Bansa is 
that little village in Madhya 
Pradesh where Sa^evrata Sharma 
61, a staunch Arya Samajist and his 
wife lived under the same roof with 
Syed Hassan and his. wife, both 
devout Muslims, for over 30 years. 

It all began in Amritsar, when 
Hassan and Sharma were about 
eight years old. Those were the 
days when commimal frenzy and 
mutual distrust were the order of 
the day. But the friendship of the 
two boys continued unhindered. Af¬ 
ter high school they joined the 
Indian Navy and worked in the 
wireless and teleps^ih department 
for three years. During uiis-dme 
they were wofoundly inipressed by 
Netaji Subhas Cbaura Bom and 
tha Mdian National Army. Hassan 
tylad to blpw off tha wiralesa. 


However, he was suspected and 
forced to abscond. Sharma, mean¬ 
while. was sentenced to 60 days' 
imprisonment. 

On his release Sharma began to 
search for Hassan who was then 
believed to be dead. After a long 
search Hassan was found in hiding 
in Amritsar. But by this time Shar¬ 
ma who had failed, to return to his 
unit by the due date was declared a 
deserter and a warrant of arrest 
was issued for him. The two friends 
now moved from place to place 
trying to elude tne warrant of 
arrest. Finally they reached Basna 
in Raipur district where Hassan’s 
aunt lived. The remote village was 
very suitable for those trying to 
avoid getting arrested and both 
married ana settled down soon 
after. 

Sharma and Hassan had three 
rooms to themselves. One was used 
by the Sharmas, the other by the 
Hessans and the third was a cbm- 
mon kltcben-cum-prayer room. The 
vty strong bond of friendship as 
well as the deep respect that each 
had for the other's religious beliefs 
and practices enabled the two fami¬ 
lies to live together in complete 
harmony. Every day Mrs Sharma 
would cook the morning meal and 
partake the vegetarian food with 
her husband. Then she washed and 
cleaned the kitchen for Mrs Has¬ 
san. Both the families had no com¬ 
plaints against this system of hav¬ 
ing to queue for prayers and 
cooking. 

With the passage of time the 
families grew and a change of resi¬ 
dence bMame inevitable. Sharma 
decided to move to Raipur with his 
family. The parting was touching. 
But the bond remained unbroken 
and the Sharma-Hassan tradition 
has been passed on to successive 
generations as an example. 

M. V. KHER, Raipur 
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Johar 


Dull Doorda rshan 

On TV, it is the policy to bore 

T he colour televiMon lontioversv 
has pushed into the hack^tmund 
the far more serious tjutstion oi what 
can be done to impiove the truly 
dismal fare dished our hv most Indian 
television stations As a viewer it is 
hard to think of ansthing more de 
pressing than seeing the same old, 
abysmally dull piogrammes repro 
duced in coloui 

Delhi Doordaishan which would 
probably win hands down any competi 
tion foi the dullest piogiammes possi 
ble, always has a string of explanations 
generally related to paucity of equip 
ment, lack of pintessionals and so on 
But if anyone is inteiested in sear 
ching foi the real answer they should 
examine what happened to 1 S 
Johai’s 22 one act plays dealing with 
social problems like dowry, black 
monci religion, the generation gap 
and the tieatment of harijans The 
films were commissioned and shown 
by Bombas television and were then 
meant to be circulated nationwide but, 
unfortuiiatel) for them, Delhi was the 
next stop and as it turned out the last 
The films were found to be too 
daring and only two were seen by 
Delhi audiences When fohar tried to 
pursue the matter he was told by 
officials that the films could lose them 
their jobs because they were too con 
troversial Boring programmes, it 
turned out are produced not by acci 
dent, but as a policy decision A senior 
official told Johar, "We would rather 
stick to boring programmes because 
boredom doesn’t lost people then 
jobs ” When lohar pointed out that 
the films had been cleared by the 
Minister ot Inlormation & Broadcast* 
ing he was told that the Minister mav 
havq cleared them but he was certain 
ly not going to be left cat rying the can, 
tf objections wtie laised When he 
continued to insist on the films being 
scieened he was told that 12 of them 
(produced at a tost of about Rs 12.000 
each) had simph disappeared To 

J uote Johar, ‘ Thcie have been twelve 
issa Kursi Kas Needless to sav the 
other ten didn’t get shown either 
Although I'm still negotiating with 
them I’ve almost given up hope of 
their being screened ’ 

The films weie among the best that 
Johar has ever produced and he admit 
ted that he was paitiiularly upset by 
what had happened because all of 
them dealt with relevant social prob 
lems “How can we expect to change 
anything in our society if we don’t 
even dare discuss the problems 
openly’’’ 

Johar had treated his subjects with 
a uulv professional blend of humour 
and seriousness In BUik Money, for 
instance (incidentally one of the two 
that was shown in Delhi), a girl’s 
family waits for a prospective 
bndegroom and paity to arrive In 
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fact, they are also expecting an in 
come tax inspector and his party 
When the prospective groom arrives 
he IS given a long tale of woe about 
how the family can barely make ends 
meet But when the income-tax inspec 
tor arrives he is shown jewels and 
enormous hidden wealth and told it is 
nothing compared to what has been 
stashed away in Switzerland The film 
ends with the income tax inspector 
marrying the girl 

The harijan problem has been dealt 
with seriously and is about a Thakur 
who kills a harijan for polluting his 
well by drawing water from it When 
questioned about it in court he confes 
ses He has done no wrong, he says, 
since It IS his dlurma’to kiU a harnan 
who dares to pollute his well The 
Thakur is sentenceji to death While 


waiting to be hanged he finds that tl 
next cell is occupied bv the son of tl 
harijan he killed The boy has bee 
locked up for killing the Thakur 
family in revenge There is a dialogti 
between the two on the meaning < 
dharma and the film ends with th 
Thakur undergoing a change of hear 
He gives the harijan a Gita that he ha 
meant to give his own son 

Johar started making the films al 
out three years ago when I K Gujn 
was Minister of Information & Broat 
casting The films were called Joht 
Key Cauhar According to ^im, Gujn 
objected to the title and said the 
should just say that the films wer 
made by 1 S Johar The objection t 
the title was taken to mean an objei 
tion to the films and the first obstacl 
to their being shown in Delhi arost 
Later when L K Advani was Inform^ 
• tion Si Broadcasting Minister, Joha 

§ ot his approval for their screenin§ 
ut officials at the Delhi televisioi 
station said that they did not dar 
screen them because if there weri 
objections the Minister was not goim 
to take the blame I b fohar late 
tried to get the Bombay TV station t* 
screen the- remapimg ten films to . 
journalist Although they agreed thi 
films could not be found 

According to Johar, the reason wh* 
Kamleshwai has been able to get awa* 
with the powerful human interes 
films he had produced on social prob 
lems is that he has not, in fact, attack 
ed the system “In my films I hav< 
questioned the fundamentals on whicl 
the system is based Kamleshwar hac 
produced some veiy good tilms 
However, I feel that the only way th< 
standard of television progiamme: 
will improve is if more people like hiir 
are allowed to get involved ’’ Johar, or 
the other hand, has been asked to stick 
to making comedies' 

TAVLEEN SINGH, Delhi 


A questionable claim 


And rewarded too 

A more controversial and recent inst 
ante concerns the alleged publication 
of misleading data on wheat radiation 
mutation by the influential Indian 
agriiulturist M S Swaminathan Swa 
minathan claimed that he had in 
creased the protein and lysine content 
of a strain of wheat by subjecting 
seeds of a parent strain to a combina¬ 
tion of gamma radiation and ultra 
yiolet light In this case, the issue is 
not so much whether Swaminathan 
deliberately fabricated his expert 
ments but rather whether he was less 
than vigilant in his attitude to the data 
after it had been discredited Swami- 
'nathan’s supporters argued that any 
carelessness on his part was more than 
juattfied by the contribution he had 
made to the Green Revolution that 
brought about increased agricultural 


yields in India His detractors main 
tamed that such calculated unscrupu 
lousness was contrary to the ideals oi 
science and completely inappropriate 
for a man in such a prestigious posi¬ 
tion —Bias in Scientific Research by 
Ian James-Roberts, 1979 Yearbook oi 
Science St the Future (Encyclopedia 
Bntannica) 

T his damning indictment of India’s 
topmost agronomist. Dr M S Swa- 
fflinatnan in the world’s most presti¬ 
gious scientific yearbook has resur¬ 
rected once ^ain a controversy that 
has dogged his meteoric career for the 
past IT years. The Tunes of India 
recently annoimced that gU corres¬ 
pondence on the subject was closed 
after its Letters to the Editor column 
was swamped with letters on Talse 
Claims'. As on past occasion^ hewev> 
er. SSyedr-oid Dr MbnItimUia Bi 




van Swaminathan emerged unscathed 
from the crises. While he was busv 
I warding off the scathing criticism fol¬ 
lowing the release of the Yearbook, 
Swaminathan was nominated to the 
Planning Commission on 4 April, 1980 

However the controversy that con¬ 
tinues to hound Swaminathan's che¬ 
quered career originated in 1967 when 
Swaminathan claimed that he had de¬ 
veloped a new strain of dwarf wheat 
Sharbati ’Sonora by subjecting the 
Mexican variety Sonora 64 received 
from CIMMYT, to gamma radiatidn 
and ultraviolet light. Dwarf wheat 
varieties at the tinie were the founda¬ 
tion of the green revolution It was Dr 
Swaminathan’s contention that the 
new amber-coloured strain possessed a 
piotein and lysine content compared 
to milk, better baking qualities and an 
acceptable colour. 

1 In an article in the Food Industries 
Journal, November 1967 he scaled 
down the lysine content to 4.61 per 
cent against the 7.8 percent in milk 
The protein content of the new strain 
was recorded as 16.S°o by him In 
contrast Sonora 64, according to him 
had a lysine content of 1.86 per cent 
and protein content of 14 per cent. For 
a country starved of protein it was a 
revolutionary discovery. 

Soon after Dr Swaminathan’s 
claims were internationally aired. Pro¬ 
fessors Edwin Mertz and Oliver Nelson 
of Purdue University who had de¬ 
veloped a high lysine maize, investi¬ 
gated the Sharbati Sonora and disco¬ 
vered that Its lysine percentage at 2 6 
per cent was only marginally hi^er 
than the 2 5 per cent of Sonora 64 The 
CTMMYT, Mexico which had de¬ 
veloped the parent strain Sonora 64 
too, failed to duplicate Dr Swami- 
nathan’s findings The lysine content, 
according to them, varied between 2.7 
per cent to 2.89 per cent in Sharbati 
Sonora against 2.83 per cent in Sonora 
64 Another test at the University of 
Nebraska, USA, revealed that the 
Sharbati Sonora had a lysine content 
slightly lower than Sonora 64. Within 
India, Or Swaminathan’s claims were 
refuted by two scientists of his own 
Institute, Dr Y P. Gupta and Dr T. S. 
Raman of the Biochemistry Division, 
lARI. 


The authority on dwarf strains CIM¬ 
MYT News in the July-August issue, 
1969, concluded that “in no case was 
there a signifiant difference between 
the normal variety and its mutation.” 
They placed the lysine percentage of - 
both varieties ait approximately 2.9 per 
cent and the protein content between 
14.25 per cent gnd 14.6 per cent with 
the mutation strain accounting for the 
lower percentage. This is not the end 
of the controversy. The republicatkm 
of Dr Swamihnthan’s original paper in 
the January 1971 issue of the Perga- 
mpn journal Plant Foods tor Htinmn 
Nutrition flared up. In this th|.ly$ine 
content of Sharbati Sonora war placed 
at two-'anda-half titnds that in tHe 
Sonora $4, This-ltas led the renowed • 
agrononiit Bennet to assert 

,^g;^'|o|t,^)iarbati Sbnora. 




t«d to be 


’false." In August 1971, 6i‘ ^Swami- 
nathan was' awarded the $10,000 
ROmon Magsaysay award wjth the cita¬ 
tion; “Swaminathan recently de¬ 
veloped a dwarf wheat variety, Shar¬ 
bati Sonora with amber grain contain¬ 
ing 16.5 per cent of protein and 3 per 
cent of lysine. This is now elevating 
the deficiency of essentia] ammo acids 
in the Indian diet so harmful particu¬ 
larly to brain developmant in young 
children.” The last statement was dis¬ 
puted as the Sonora varieties were 
being phased out at the time as they 
werO susceptible to rust and rust- 
resistant strains had been developed 
by CIMMYT. The Sharbati Sonora was 
never sown even in India and Dr 
Borlaug observed that it had not play¬ 
ed any significant role m the country’s 
green revolution Dr Swaminathan’s 
critics demanded that the Magsaysay 
award to him be withheld until the 
dispute over his claims was resolved 
The controversy arose following the 
suicide of a 36-year-old scientist Vinod 
H Shah in May 1972 in the lARI over 
what he felt were discriminatory 
promotion policies In his suicide note 
to the lARI Director, Dr M S Swami¬ 
nathan, Shah charged that a “lot of 
unscientific data are- collected add 


passed on to you to fit lit your line of 'A 
thinking.” , 

The suicide provoked an uproar In 
the Press and Parliament and culmin- - 
ated in the conscitutioh of an Enquiry 
Committee into ICAR affairs headed . 
by Mr P. B. Gajendragadkar, former 
Chief Justice of the Supreme Court, i 
Among its terms of r«erehce were 
allegations of spurious claims by the 
ICAR including the Sharbati Sonora. . ;< 
In its voluminous report the commit- " ^ 
tee concluded that the claim of Dr 1 
Swaminathan is “not substantigted”. ^' 
The Committee censored Dr Swami-, 
nathan for his failure to verify hU 
claims on lysine content with the ^ 
National Institute of Nutrition and ‘.'i 
Nutrition Research Laboratory de- , 
spite a recommendation to this effect v"* 
at the All India Wheat Workshop held 
in Indore in August 1969. It conduded . ' 

that “Dr Swaminathan has not be^ ' 
sufficiently careful in his references to 
the lysine content of Sharbati Sonora,”. 
after having the strain analysed in the , 
laboratories itself. In 1974 the presti- ^ j 
gious journal New Scientist indicted 
Dr Swaminathan in an article entitled 
“Top Food Scientist Published FaUe 
Data” under the byline of the world 
famous agronomist, Joseph Hanlon. In i."; 


More than 120,000transfers! 

W hen Madhya Pradessh Chief Minister Arjun Singh admitted, under 
pressure from the young opposition MLA Ramashankar Singh, that in 
his brief spell of power he haci already ordered the transfer of 49,658 
government employees (not for better administration but as political 
favours), it created a stir. The full truth happens to be even more shocking, 
according to our sources. Investigation has revealed that more than 
120,000 people have actually been transferred by the new Congress(I) 
government. This is a list of the transfers, department-wise. 



Oagartmant 

Numbir of transfen 


1 

Education 

26.027 

; 1, 

2 

Revenue 

122 

1 

3. 

Tribal welfare 

9,020 


4. 

Home and Police 

9,107 

V 

5 

Forest 

7,320 

( 

6 

Public Health 

9,301 


7 

Finance 

. 2.328 


8 

Food 

2,222 


9 

Industry 

4,511 


10 

Agriculture & Animal Husbandry 

3,229 


11 

Co-operatives 

3.105 

' 

12. 

Electncity 

322 


1 13 

Panchayat & Social Welfare 

3,729 


14. 

Public works (Engineenng) 

1,122 


15. 

Loqal self-government 

2,020 


16 

Law (except courts) 

324 

, 

17 

Imgation 

8,003 

1 ” 

18; 

Housing 

1,203 

1 

19 

Labour & Employment 

9,229 

: ;; 

20 

Rannfng & Statistics 

. 713 

y 

21. 

Information & Publicity 

1,103 


22, 

23 

Language 

PWD 

203 

6.225 

'll 

24. 

Tounsm & Archaeology 

Town, Village A capital projects 

524 

■(. 

25. 

1,332 

1 • 

a26. 

Rehabilitation 

105 

a 

27. 

Printing 

1.317 

/. ‘J 

28. 

Social welfare 

1.320 


i 

.■ ■ '. —i-- 

Total 1,20.008 

< 

•>] 




the same journal another renowned 
agronomist Dr R. A Silow demanded: 
‘^an the United Nations system afford 
to risk to have sitting on the highest 
level advisory bodies a scientist who 
has so extensively published so much 
non-valid science in those very 
fields?" (At the time Dr Swaminathan 
was serving on several UN bodies.) 

On May 18, 1977, Dr Swaminathan. 
in the wake of entrenched criticism 
and accusations of perpetuating a de¬ 
liberate fraud confessed to the States¬ 
man that he had committed an analy¬ 
tical error in estimating the lysine 
content of Sharbati Sonora Dr Swami¬ 
nathan revealed that he was writing to 
the Magsaysay Award Committee to 
delete me reference to his mutation 
strain from the citation Thus the dis¬ 
pute on the actual lysine content in 
the two varieties was resolved. 

It 1 $ suspected that the first 
erroneous lysine estimates occurred 
because lARI’s newly established 
analytical lab was a novice to the 
complex test. Dr Normal Borlaug and 
Glenn Anderson of CIMMYT 
observed; “The erroneous high lysine 
values reported were the result of 
inexperienced chemists employing a 
new unfamiliar analytical method for 
amino acid determination. It was a 
•technical error and did not in any way 
imply scientific dishonesty.” Sir 
Joseph Hutchinson, FRS agreed 
saying that the “newly established 
analytical laboratory had difficulty 
with the complex test.” 

Once the false claims were aired, 
however, nobody was prepared to own 
up. Dr Nelson felt: “After trumpeting 
the triumph of nuclear energy applied 
to plant improvement no one was 
willing to admit that the report was 
erroneous.” And it is here that Dr 
Swaminathan is on very slippery 
ground. For this he has only his legion 
of supporters to blame. Dr V. P. Gupta 
who disputed the Sharbati Sonora 
claim as early as October lS68 has 
accused the head of his division alter¬ 
ing the lysine content of Sonora 64 
.from 3.26 per cent to 2.26 per cent so 
that the ‘'Sharbati Sonora might 
appear in a more favourable light.” It 
is also contended by his detractors 
that had Dr Swaminathan made a 
bonafide error there should either 
have been an increasing or a decreas¬ 
ing trend in the lysine content indi- 
'cated by the machine. What actuaUy 
happened was that when the machine 
indicated a substantially higher con¬ 
tent in the case of Sharbati Sonora it 
revealed a markedly lower percentage 
in Sonora 64. CIMMYT has also estab¬ 
lished that the new strain is not a 
radiation mutation but a single gene 
•mutant of Sonora 64 different only .in 
colour Which ofteij occurs naturally. 

On Or Swaminathan’s behalf it is 
contended that the 1971 research 
■ monograph of the lARI entitled “Re¬ 
cent Research on the Improvement of 
Protein and Nutntive Properties of 
‘Food and Feed Plants” bad corrected 
the lysine content of Sharbati Sonora 
fo 2.S7-2.75 per cent. Howeytr, his 
■44' ' 


detractors maintain that this in no way 
was an acknowledgement frdm Dr 
Swaminathan himself. Rather he per¬ 
sisted in quoting different lysine 
values as is reflected in the observa¬ 
tions made by the Gajendragadkar 
Committee which examine, the mono¬ 
graph and other evidence as well. Dr 
Swaminathan maintains that the Brit¬ 
ish journal which republished his ori¬ 
ginal paper in January 1971 did»so 
without nis knowledge. However, his 
charge is refuted by the publication 
which claims that its records indicate 
that the paper was received from him 
in April 1970. Nor can he explain his 
failure to have the new strain analysed 
in nutrition labs as advised by the 
Indore workshop. Dr Swaminathan’s 


critics point out that some mars ago 
he had made the “fantastic claim” that 
his multiple cropping programme 
would create 17.5 million new fobs and 
that he could double rice production. 
Neither materialised. Earlier he had 
boasted on an 82 quintal per hectare 
bajih yield against the prevailing 20 
quintals. This too was demonstrated as 
false. The Sharbati Sonora controversy 
continues to dog his career. The inser¬ 
tion of his name in the 1979 yearbook 
quoted earlier, says Dr Bhai Mahavir, 
one of his most persistent critics, has 
put on “permanent interjiational re¬ 
cord, the fraudulent research claims of 
Dr M. S. Swaminathan.” 

ACHAL MEHRA Delhi 


A unique yetgiran returns 


TNOfiR kUMAR GUJkkl„ who. 
JLmr h political appointee, .he» Re¬ 
formed the unique feat .of repre- 
seitting four succedsive goyem- 
mebts, -will finally retire rs our 
ambassador to the USSR'.later this 
by Mrs indim-Gan^ Ui 
1975 MS smoassader with CaDinet 
f auk, he retaiped both' his job and 
his rank upder Morarji Deiai. 
Charmi Suligh -and dte new Mrs 
Gandhi goyernments. 

Begtnning'his political life as an 
activist of mI leftist All-India Sm- 
dents Federation Mr Gajrel went 
up^ the- various mags of the Mdder 
to become the Minister of State for 
Irtformation and Broadcasting 
when Em*rg«a<qr wasde^r«d> He 
could-hortm ho 

WinghdMd da iM hs«sitdtt(#sM 

of Minfs^ fe 

Mrs GamBti sent hhR to Moaeew as 
the riHd men te reriice ^hi^ly 
•uecesMid .D. F. Dhar-i who had 
upfortimdtety passed away In early 
,fur».:i975. 

Mr Gujral’s success in Ms new 
joB «mt be meaiumd by the faef 
tbeLeO' gofvemineai we<Hed fo 
cha^'him ^^h» Is iemr^his 
Mit mr Moicow.ofttp bemtMe .he^ls; 
ddeie retire in the nonhiti course. 
My Otijrakwasdne td thbsetxHiticel 
eppoh|te«lsjwh.effr suruS was- pro- 
tjKfed by .Hbe ^designation of/a 
Cabinet rank./vefom. him D.. 
•CNtar; too. had this:'tnnii«.,Bitt wf 
.Ms departure, thmre tWit be ai>y 
more ambassadors with such a sta¬ 
tus.. Recent ke^r appoimmeius. for 
instaiKer.of'MrV. M. I^ed Mbham- 
mid tHmh' Contmisdemet-- in Lon'^ 
doni-dM'^tdHkt Sin^ Dhillon 
tHigh--CbhDmis»ton«r tn qttawei 
have ndtJb^ gtyeh Gebhtef-status, 
and tnO^diilw gocjthe-duerankef a 
secretary efthe Govidhihientdf fa- 


khivhla in Washington (both, being 
pdlRicid appointees, sent in their, 

. resignations, when the political for-' 

'» mdes of their mentors took a nose* 

’ dive). - 

, Our. new ambassador , in.- 
. Washington, Mr K. R. Na^enatn 
has also been given a sectetaty’s 
rank. A retired foreign .seryica. 
officer, Mr. Norayaijan ,waa.\the, 
secretat^' ^edst) in the Skterittf- ; 
.<Afmra Mlidstry before being sant',-' 
to China asoorambassadiW-in 1976.'^ 
He had retired from there to join'v 
the Jewaharial Nehru University, 
from where he'was asked to return 
to the job of representing our Coun¬ 
try. Our envoy th Bonn. Frdfmtsor A* 
M. Khusro. too enjoys a sc^tiiy's . 
renki there are nine other H^ oftie-. 
ers in that rank at the -moment.’. 
.Three of them ere posted at head' 
quarters in Delhi; focefftn secremrv ' 
R. D. Sethe. secretary.(eaan krm . 
Gonsalves and weyetoty teConotnic. - 
‘ relations 1 Ratnem BJumdart-.-in *' 
. addition our ambassadors in-.iliese ' 
cities have the priedagm' 

' Rasgotra in J^s: V^, iCAhemm 
tokyoi Gurbechan Singh In Bmrnsh-^. 
- MrstRukmljM 

K. C.^;Dalal-^ Vienita..*-'' "■‘-’J 

; Thera fuB bean m , 

.aboAt tton-lFS peo 0 ie^^b!i^Aiddci.^’v 
_ vantbassadors. parnCtua 
..sensitive or j^hiecoatK. 
the workh 



__ 

intrusion of .penenidtilea 
. any training'in.fhewff^ofdi^emd'^i 
• cyapart Item TSati^ an'e .post 
up by a npn-lFjBneiapn-'ffi'eatnietie'-: 
post less avmlebM w theyekalac^^;' 
cadre. Farhaps it was ttfbi that.lmSrv 
. prompted senior officials'hi.:4htr' 
romtgn seievite w suggbHtimnnema 
1 of Mr VislBiu 
tant'-jdb "-itt -.Mesdsnw' 
dui. Both'BmfotmenMliii«tccs;.antf : xatrinwy ,<lb^ Toltypr .la^'laiit^ 
MrDhUlo»h4ailw'|iws|f»;|^#;^5:-ej^gli,3l^;h^',e^^ 
ar of 

' ‘ ■'—‘. 






A costly jaunt 


But the VIPs needed "education" 


i 

t 

i 

J 


I 


J 

L K Advani, the’BJP MP was on the 
inaugural flight which left Bombay 
on 6 September for Osaka, Kobe, 
Kyoto, Tokyo and Hong Kong. The 
Boeing 747 flight was an inaugural one 
and left Bombay nine months after it 
had started operating Flight AI-309 
had a Ijpst of VIPs on board—^Minis¬ 
ters, MPs, officials and newsmen, all 
Hying to Japan and Hong Kong, ds 
invitees of Air India The Ministers on 
the flight were A. P. Sharma, Minister 
for Toursim and Civil Aviation and 
Bhishma Narain Singh, Minister for 
Parliamentary Affairs. Among the 34 
MPs, most of them from the Congres- 
SI I), were Pattgbhi Rama Rao, Shiv 
Prasad Sahu, D. P. Jadeja an<f Moham¬ 
mad Yusuf. Among the many MPs who 
lepresented the other Parties other 
than Mr L. K. Advani were: D. P. 
Yadav (Congress-U), M. Soundaraian 
(AlADMK), Chhotey Singh Yadav 
iLok Dal) and Dr Farookh Abdullah 
(National Conference). 

The flight had become controver¬ 
sial even before it left. First, underAhe 
International Air Transport Associa- 
-tion (IATA) rules an airline is allowed 
to host' such a tour provided it is an 
■naugral flight undertaken within six. 
months of starting the flight. Air India, 
however, had started fhe flight nine 
nipiiths ago. Ap Air India official ex¬ 



plained “We have special permission 
to undertake this flight froifi the IATA. 
So It IS not that we have gone against 
the rules It is a perfectly legitimate 
flight ” 

The second point of controversy 
centres around the cost involved The 
Prime Minister had recently issued a 
statement urging economy in govern¬ 
ment expenditure The cost of the trip 
was about Rs 50 crores. “Could Air 
India afford to undertake this trip?” 
said an Air India official who chose to 
remain anonymous. “We are an inter¬ 
national airline and we have to com¬ 
pete with other airlines. We see it 
more from the point of view of busi¬ 
ness . publicity IS extremely impor¬ 
tant for us, and in this field where an 
aircraft involves a vast sum of money. 
It is only natural that in any gimmick 
we adopt, the cost will also be prop¬ 
ortionately more. So the cost cannot be 
seen out of context. The trip might 
involve an expense of lakhs of rupees 
but if It IS studied then one sees that is 
not so expensive. It has to be done. 
Besides, it is education for the people 
and we also want to buy goodwill.** 

But, defending the inclusion of MPs 
on the controversial flight, the same 
official said; “People fail to realise 
that we are doing business. MPs have 
considerable power and can influence 
decision So it is only right for us to 
have included them Again we in¬ 
cluded MPs literally, from all Parties. 
It IS true that the list of invitees has 
led to some heartburning, but Air 
India did not prepare the list. It lyas 
made by the Ministry. All we did Vas 
to organise the trip—see that people 
got on board and got off.” 

A rude surprise awaited the group 
when they returned to India two days 
before their arrival, the Bombay High 
Court admitted a writ petition by 
Madhu Mehta and Anupam Mehta 
against Air India and the Union of 
India making it obligatory for the 
invitees on the flight to pay their fares 
and expenses. Said Mr Muthukumaran 
(Congress-I) , one of the group “I 
don't understand why this trip has 
become the centre of such a con- 
troversy...Of course, when I heard ab¬ 
out It (the writ petition), 1 did not get 
excited, nor did the other passengers. I 
suppose one must accept such things. 
Besides, those who went on the trip 
thought It necessary and educative ft 
helped us to see the functioning of 
Other airlines and find out how other 

? eople in other countries live. In 
apan, we even travelled by the bullet 
train.” 

Besides sightseeing and education, 
much else was involved. As the Boeing 
taxied down Delhi airport at 2.10 am 
on 12 September, littia did the Cus¬ 
toms officials realise the amount of 
work that was in store for them. One 
ViP carryii)^ two video units, a tV and 


a two-in-one tried to brush past the 
Customs enclosure, and was curtly 

3 ed. There were others too, witn 
ir merchandise. How did they 
get to buy these articles in the first 
place? The invitees, whose boarding 
and lodging were paid for, were entf 
tied to only incidental allowances in 
foreign exchange, and obviously ex¬ 
ceeded their budgets. 

Airline’s authorities, however, ex¬ 
plain the controversy differently. 
“This is a routine affair. It just so 
happens that some journalists who 
were not included in tne trip are being 
plainly malicious...” retorted an Air 
India official. 

Incidentally, three separate groups 
unconnected with the controversial 
trip had left the country to study the 
promess made by our foreign missions 
in the use of Hindi and about a Quar¬ 
ter of these VIPs did not themselves 
have a working knowledge of Hindi. 

SAUMITRA BANERJEE, Delhi 


We hope 
this is not true 


AEROFLO 




isnrotriiisT |!vvrr£# vw 

to MAKS 
FASCIA ATIS<», , 
GRAAII TOCR IIF CSSM 
lACtmiAG DeLHI 



We mean, we hope that this is only a 
mistake in language made by the 
marketinjg department of Aeroflot (the 
Soviet airline) and not a prescient 
image of the future. The last thing we 
would like to see is Delhi on the 
itinerary of a “grand tour of USSR”, 
no matter how* many T-shirts we got in 
return. We found this advertisement 
in the Far Eastern Economic Review, 
in Derek Davies’ column. Travellers’ 
Tales. He had seen -the advertisement 
in the Malaysian newspaper, TbeSter. 
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\ It^ amazing 
what time can do to 
your imney at 
^ Dona Bank...^ 




P 




SAMRUDOHI DEPOSIT 
SCHEME 

Your savlrrgs grow a( an amazing 
speed because your iniarest too 
earns irileresl. 

RECURRING DEPOSIT 
SCHEME 

Turn your small monthly savings 
Into big luture investmonis 

FIXED DEPOSITS 
Brilliant prospects for the money 
that you can saloly put asido 

CASH CERTIFICATES 
A safe investment which 
multiplies Itself. 



1^1 DENA BANK 

■ (A Nationalised Bank) 

For details visit your nearest JL Centrel Office. Maker Towers E, 
OENA BANK branch liHU'Cuffe Parade, Bombay 400 006 

D0dicMt9d t0 p9oph'$ prognss and prosperity 



Do your Hindustan Sanitsrywars a good turn. 

Protect them with SOMA 

Optn up a Soma'metal fitting. You'll find that 
evaiy little component precision- 
engineered the moat international 

ensure 

Now, shut It ^and don't force a 

to your tap). Yes, 
a or 

SOMA faaturea 

• All components are interchangeable— 
makes replacements easier, more 
economical. 

handles chromium 
and acrylic—also interchangeable to match 
your 

models. 

Only Soma is precision-engineered to save you trouble end money. 


■OMA majMsiNd 
nXTURM UMirWI 

A Whctfif-wiwsll i M i m sisrY M N ki Asiii i ) 
Sso W siysrsis B IwAii M s s U wil S sd 
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Filmmakers: a shackled lot 


T ' ' "'I HE goverament of In¬ 
dia’s promised bill to 
amend the Cinemato- 
maph Act, 1952 should 
be judged not so much 
the extent to which it enables 


the assurances given by the govern¬ 
ment to the Supreme Court ten 
years ago to set up an independent 
tribunal to hear »peals against the 


censors’ orders. The travails of Mr 
K. A. Abbas over his film Saxalites 
provide one more illustration of the 
need for such a tribunal. 

The act simply does not provide 
for any independent tribunal to 
hear appeals against the censors’ 
verdict or against the government’s 
ban. Against a decision of the Board 
of Film Censors an appeal lies to 
the government alone—from 
Caesar to Caesar. Under the act the 
government alone appoints mem¬ 
bers of the board. They examine 
and pass films for public exhibition. 
The board is bound to hear the 
applicant before refusing the cer¬ 
tificate, directing cuts in the film, 
or sanctioning it for exhibition res¬ 
tricted to adults. 

Appeals against the board’s de- 
cisionlie to the central government 
which enjoys "revisional” powers 
besides the appellate power. It can 
interfere with a matter pending 
before the board and pass orders. It 
can cancel a certificate already 
granted or make it one restriced for 
exhibition to adults only. The only 
restriction on these powers is that 
the party affected must be hdard. It 
IS an inadequate safeguard. 

The act provides that a film shall 
not be certified for public exhibi¬ 
tion if “it is against the interests of 
the security of the State, friendly 
relations with foreign States, public 
order, or morality, or involves de¬ 
famation or contempt of court or is 
likely to incite the Commission of 
any offence.” Subject to these 
broad heads, the act empowers the 
goverament of India to lay down 
principles for the guidance 'of the 
board. A set of four “General Prin¬ 
ciples” and an elaborate code enti¬ 
tled "Application of General Princi¬ 
ples” were promulgated in 1960. 

These guidelines were amended 
on 7 January 1978 and 27 January 
1979. They leave much to be de¬ 
sired. Among the taboos are 
"scenes whidi have the effect of j 


The censors are asked to be vigilant 
lest “friendly relations with foreign 
States are strained” and to see that 
‘^bhc order is not endangered.” 
The guidelines provide: “The board 
of fUm censors shslL.also ensure 


Gvil 

Liberties 




By A. G. NOORANi 


that the film (i) is judged in its 
entirety from the point of view of 
its overall impact and (ii) is ex¬ 
amined in the li^t of contempor¬ 
ary standards of the country and 
the people to which the film re¬ 
lates.” 

In 1970 Mr K. A. Abbas chal¬ 
lenged in the Supreme Court the 
validity of the guidelines as they 
then existed on the ground that 
they violiited his fundamental right 
to freedom of speech and express¬ 
ion. He also urged that there must 
be a reasonable time limit fixed for 
the decision of the authorities cen¬ 
soring the film and that the appeal 
shoulcl lie to a court or to an inde¬ 
pendent tribunal and not to the 
central goverament. 

The court ruled that the fun¬ 
damental right to freedom of 
speech and expression Covered 
annematograph films. The other 
two points were accepted by the 
government. It assured the Sup¬ 
reme Court through the Solicitor- 
General that it "would set on foot 
legislation to effectuate them at the 
earliest possible opportunity.” 
Since the petitioner felt satisfied 
with this assurance, the court “did 
not go into the mattei. We express 
our satisfaction that the central 
government will cease to perform 
crucialfunctions through one of its 
Secretaries in this sensitive field 
involving the fundamental right of 
speech and expression. Experts sit¬ 
ting as a Tribunal and deciding 
matters quasi-judicially inspire 
more conndence than a Secretary 
and therefore it is better that the 
appeal should lie to a court or 
tnounal,” the Supreme Court re¬ 
marked. 

This decade-old assurance must 
be fulfilled. It bqars recalling that 


the court sustained the constitu¬ 
tional validity of the act only be¬ 
cause of the government’s assur¬ 
ances. In 197d Mr Justice P. M. 
Mukhi of the Bombay High Court 
held that if the act ‘^does not pro¬ 
vide for a built-in safeguard in the 
form of an appeal to a court or a 
suitably qualified and independent 
tribunal from an order that may be 
passed by the Central Government 
under section 6 of the act, then the 
very absence of such a provision 
clearly makes the procedural provi¬ 
sion in relation to the powers con¬ 
tained in section 6 of the act un¬ 
reasonable.” 

The act was extensively 
amended in 1974. To the grounds 
for refusal of a certificate already 
listed was added one more; if the 
film “presents or is likely to pre¬ 
sent an erroneous distorted or mis¬ 
leading image of the social, cultural 
or political institutions of India or 
any part thereof." 

Four appellate tribunals were 
also provided for each zone consist¬ 
ing of three members—nominated 
from persons “familiar” with the 
country’s institutions, or who have 
“special knowledge of its various 
regions” or of “films and their im¬ 
pact on society," or who have at 
least a decade’s experience in legal 
service or practice. 

But, despite the tribunal’s deci¬ 
sion, the government was to be free 
to decide as it thought fit after the 
mere formality of a hearing to the 
affected party. In doing so, it was 
entitled to refuse to “diKlose any 
fact which it considers to be aga^lnst 
public interest to disclose.” Thus, 
the executive was to be a revisional 
authority over a quasi-judicial 
bo(^. 

These amendments were to 
come into force on 1 July 1975. The 
proclamation of Emergency five 
days earlier induced second 
thoughts. The 1974 amendments 
were never put into effect. In May 
1977, Mr L. K. Advani, the then 
Minister for Information and 
Broadcasting, said that the Janata 
government was examining the 
question of constituting an appel¬ 
late tribunal. Nothing came of it, 
not even a notification to bring the 
1974 amendments into force 

Section 96 of the Code of Crimin¬ 
al Procedure 1973 confers on “any 
person having any interest” in a 
book or newspaper against which 
an order of forfeiture has been 
made the right to apply to a special 
bench of at least three judges of the 
High Court. Such an expeditious 
and effective remedy should be 
available to the film producer as 
well. 












Add life to your teeth 
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Ehanes play a very signifi¬ 
cant role in planning 
Especially Eagle Dianes 
Because there is a diary for 
each of your organizing 
needs’ 

You have 23 different 
diaries to choose from 
Book your diaries right 
away 



PLEASANT DAYS COME WITH PLANNING 

PLAN FOR THE DAYS AHEAD WITH 
EAGLE DIARIES 


cka 

^id Sttd 

Send in your enquiries to 


▼ 


eagle press 

‘OlSfy Houss' 
tS.MS.KoH8Mst 
Madras (100013 
Fhona. S53093. 583084 
Grams ‘'SFWAOtoijr' 


fF.EP.111 












ARIES (Martk 21 — AsrtI l-EO (J«ly 23 — Aa|att SARITTARtUS (Nowmter 22 

20)Th« week your outlook 22)You are advised against — DacemlMf 22)11118 week 

changes completely for the making Important changes your prospects are excel- 

better Some people might m both personal and pro- provided you follow 

attempt to deceive you, but fessional matters Paying ' the advice of eiders Your 

your courage and enterpnse will come to heed.to this, you will have a moderately energy and enterprise will take you far 

your rescue You will stand to benefit good week Financially you wUt be con- But you are advised to exercise tact in 

from either a secret association or in- tent An advancement or promotion wiH property matters and affairs related to 

formabon or even by travel The time is aown you by the end of the week The members of the fairer sex A happy 

particularly favourable for business ex- time is also favourable for love and romance or domestic event will bnng you 

pansion and speculative investment Let matnmonial affairs Pay attention to busi- lasting joy An important new friend^ip 

your intuitions be your guide Good dates’ ness details Good dales. 23.28 and 29 will develop Good dates’ 29, l and *2 

28 29 and 4 Lecky nombers i 3 and 9 Lucky numbers’ 3, 5 and 7 Favourable Lucky numbers’ 2 9 and 11 Favourable 

Favourable directions South and West direction South east directton’ South 


TAURUS (April 21 — May 
22)A relative will prove 
helpful to you this 
week Yet you are advised 
to guard against deception 
Also take care of your relationship with 
your employer or anyone in authority 
Children in particular will make good 
progress this week Others are advised 
to pursue correspondence and matnmo- 
nial negotiations Women in general will 
advance your interests and even help 
you in your efforts Look after your 
health Good dates 29 and 30 Lucky 
numbais 3 5 and 6 Favourable direction 
North 

GEMINI (May 23 — June 
21 (This week begins with a 
sudden stroke of good for- 
j tune However the lasf 
three days may prove diffi¬ 
cult and you are advised to guard against 
over-optimism and deception You may 
also be threatened with a law-suit Exer¬ 
cise tact and forbearance If favounng 
influences come your way. try and take 
full advantage of them Follow your 
hunches and, if necessary, undertake the 
loumey you had planned earlier Good 
dolss. 28, 30 and 1 Lucky numbers. 3, 6 
and 8 Favourable dtraeUoo: North-west 

CANCER (JuM 22 July 
22)Yoo will have several 
opportunities to expand 
professional activities arid 
improve financial condl- 
tkxia tids waek Do not antagonise your 
ampioyera or those in authority Pay 
attention to business details A happy 
nrnance or event IS also in store for you 
You ridght have to undertake a journey 
You may also receiva a letter from a very 
old (Herid which wUi bring good tidings 
Geed Mia; 29,30 wid 2. Lucky aunben: 
2. 4 and 8. Faveurabla dlracUea: WesL 


VIRGO (August 23 — 
^ ^ September 22)Thi3 is a 

> ^ ^ week of quiet and steady 
) 1 rather than spectacular 
progress You are'advised 
not to try and hasten matters relating to 
your profession or business You will 
benefit from elders and property matters 
A happy romance is also foreseen Pay 
heed to the advice of an old fnend or an 
elder relative Health of a family member 
might be the source of anxiety to you 
Guard against extravagance Qued dates 
28, 29 and 30 Lucky mimbsn 2 3. 7 
and 10 Favaurable diracttons North and 
South-west 

LIBRA (September 23 — 
^ Outober 22)Professional 

^ and financial matters are 

V not well signified this week 

Partners and spouses will 
play an exceptionally big part in your life 
At least one good opportunity will come 
your way and you are advised to take full 
advantage of it Your domestic life wilt be 
happy apiart from a few minor quarrels 
with some elder relatives On the profes¬ 
sional front, however, you might suffer 
quite a few reverses ^d dates 1,3 and 
4 Lucky numbers. 2. 4 and 8 Favourable 
diractiQM: South and West 

SCORPIO (October 23 — 

» November 21)You will make 
* steady and occasionally 
rapid progress this week 
You will gain from property 
or insurance msttard^M’ at least have the 
opportunity to do so Love and domestic 
affairs are also welt signified You are 
advised to conserve your gams, push 
your acHvitles to the utmost and depend, 
to a certain extent, on your intuitions 
Check your emotions Goad dates: 28, 2 
end 4 Lucky numbers; 4, 7 and 10 
Favaurable diractlnn: North-west 




CAPRICORN (December 23 
\ — January C0)After a minor 
setback in professional and 
hnancial affairs, you will be 
crowned with success to¬ 
wards the end of this week Your prob¬ 
lems will gradually cease to worry you 
Give due importance to professional 
details Keep a close watch on your 
purse and avoid extravagance Your 
domestic front will be happy Conserve 
your energies and resources for the 
weeks ahead Geed dates 1 2 and 4 
Lucky numbers 3. 6 and 9 Favourable 
direction West 

AQUARIUS (January 21 — 
February 1B)Your business 
- -jU will continue to prosper this 
week However your 
domestic front will not be 
too happy You will face opposition from 
elders Handle sticky situations with tact 
and reasoning Keep up your corres¬ 
pondence with friends and busmofs part¬ 
ners If possible, postpone plans tor 
drastic changes in both domeshc and 
professional Me Children will prove a 
great source of joy to you Good dates. 28, 
3 and 4 Lucky numbers 1, 10 and ii 
Favourabia direction; North-west 

PISCES (February 20 — 
Marcb 20)This is a good 
week for you Businas^ and 
financial affairs make 
steady progress Your 
prospects are very favourable You will 
gain through a secret matter or informa¬ 
tion You are advised to please your 
employers or those in authonty Love and 
dornesbc bifss are also well signified 
You might have to undertake an unex¬ 
pected journey Good dates 29 and 3 
Lucky numbsn; 7 and 8 Favourable dirsc* 
Hens; East and North 

M. B. RAMAN 
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Good, hard work 


Indians abroad continue to 
make waves wherever they 
may be The latest is a scien¬ 
tist in USA's General Motors 
Or M S Rashid, a Vellore- 
born metallurgical scientist 
working in the research de¬ 
partment of the company His 
has been an unique achieve¬ 
ment, and the company has 
acknowledged it not merely 
privately but also in a special 
advertising campaign which 
was printed in exclusive 
, media like the New York Re- 
' view of Books 

American car manufactur¬ 
ers, worried by ener^ crisis, 
in search of cars wMch will 


Disturbing 

frequency 

On 20 August when the 
Polish siiike was beginning to 
reach a climax, western 
hiiiadcasts to the Soviet L'n 
ion vveie suddenly lammed 
The BBC’s Russian sen ice 
VOA. Washington IJ C and 
Deutsche Welle Colo(?ne sul 
teied heavv and continuous 
lamming hv a combinaiioii ol 
low poweied and long¬ 
distance iransmitteis—an op 
eraiion that is costing the 
USSR £ 60 million a vear fhe 
jamming consists in putting 
out domestic Soviet broad¬ 
casts on or nearly on the same 
frequencies n, create whai 
western engineeis call 
“fog"--distuibdiue enough to 
make the siaiions uninteiligi 
ble But results, as one ot the 
BBC’s pop music listeneis in 
Russia proved, are nevei cent 
per cent The enthusiastic 
listener telephoned the BBC 
when the music progiamme 
was on the an to sav he was 
getting them loud and cledi 



give better mileage per gal¬ 
lon, have been in search of a 
more malleable steel which 
couid enable them to design 
lighter cars without sacrific¬ 
ing size. Dr Rashid has disco¬ 
vered the GM980X, or the 
“wonder steel”. The metal 
has the same strength as high- 
strength low-alloy steels, but 
has more ductility General 
Motors has hailecf this as a 
major breakthrough in steel 
technolo^. And Dr Rashid 
will continue his work in this 
field. “We're hard at work to 
find an even stronger and 
more ductile steel to meet the 
needs of the future ” 


Gowslaughter 
banned—in Egypt 


Actually, not only cows, 
but ail livestock President 
Anwar Sadat bdnned the sale 
of fresh and frozen meal in his 
Muslim country early this 
month in anger against the 
traders who had taken meat 
prices to what he thought 
were extreme heights, he cal¬ 
led It a “criminal” increase. It 
sounds a thoroughly novel 
kind of economics, a step up 
from Mane Antoinette’s if- 
they-can't-get-bread-letthem- 
eat-cake solution to the 
world’s pro'blems If they 
can’t afford meat, let’s stop its 
sale by executive order The 
impact of this decision has not 
been adverse for Mr Sadat 
Egypt’s poor, who could not 
see a piece of meat on their 
plates in any case, a quite 
happy that the rich will also 
have to survive on vegetables 
for a while. 

Now would Mrs Gandhi 
like to know how to bring 
down the prices of sugar^ 



A pilot venture 


When the lapancse decide 
to develop an induvtiv with 
national zeal watch out And 
watching out is preciselv whal 
Ameiican and huropean 
aerospace industiies aie 
doing afier Japans Minisitv 
of international Trade i<nd In 
dustry (MillI set its eves on 
aeroplanewsomething it has 
never iiied befote. Alreadv 
the Ameiicans—once un 
gssatlabie giants in the field 
with McDonnel Douglas in the 

g iston-engined era and 
oeing in the jet a^e—look 
like they are slipping 


l.uiope s Ac-ntspace Industiie 
was second place to Boeing in 
sales oideis foi widcsbodied 
aiicratt m 1979, and ihc' 
(apanese are •being courted 
with collaboration-proposals 
udioie—tiom Boeing the 
Freni h Dassault, huropean 
Aeiospate Industrie and the 
Dutch I okkei tonsideiing 
that the American aerospace 
industry depends almost 
whollv on private tinaiice. un¬ 
like otficiallv financed Euro 
pean and lapaiiese indus¬ 
tries. It has olivious limita¬ 
tions—that might cost It deal. 


Strong sex 

Women are not weak, phy¬ 
sically at least. Not our views 
but Dr Elizabeth Ferris* 
The weaker sex were general¬ 
ly considered lo be so because 
of cultural and social restric¬ 
tions placed on women before 
puberty There was also the 
other reason a comparison is 
always made between “re¬ 
latively active males and re¬ 
latively sedentary females ” 
In fact, the recent Olympics 
have proved that woman’s re¬ 
cords in swimming and run¬ 
ning were being created at a 
much faster pace than> men. 



Zia (Weft) 

Pakistan, under the great 
and glorious leadership of 
Fundamentalist Zia-ul-Haq, 
continues its march towards 
authoritarian ^brutality 
Perhaps bored now by flog¬ 
ging (which was once treated 
as a public spectacle), and 
searching for gorier methods 
of entertainment, General Zia 
has ordered that thieves will 
have their hands cut. Zulfiqar 
Ah Bhutto’s daughter Be¬ 
nazir. undergoing her test of 
will and commitment at the 
moment, has called Zia’s gov¬ 
ernment not merely treacher¬ 
ous, but has also accused it of 
giving Islam a bad name by its 
misdeeds in the name of 
Islam. It IS a credible charge 

Zia (East) 

While the Pakistani Press, 
Ignoring the beam in us own 
eye, has been hysterically 
pointing at the mote in Indi¬ 
a’s, I he Bangladeshi Press has 
behaved'with remarkable res¬ 
traint in Its coverage of Mora- 
dabad and related disturb¬ 
ances The point of course is 
that the Press in both the 
countries is controlled by the 
government, and the piper’s 
tune IS clearly audible in the 
columns of the newspapers 
The initial dispatches on 
Moradabad were censored to 
the bone in Bangladesh by the 
government, and later report¬ 
ing too kept nastiness to the 
minimum Does this mean 
something^ Yes, it means 
something 

Gang war 

Why IS the trial of China's 
, Gang of Four, led by the late 
-Mao’s wife Jiang Qing 
(formerly written Chiang 
Ching) being delayed? The 
Chinese authorities are ner¬ 
vous about what the lady, 
once one of the most powerful 
persons in China, will say for 
the record. Ideally, the pre¬ 
sent authorities would like 
her to g»,ve some evidence 
which would help the present 
administration further chip 
away at the reputation of the 
founder of modern China, but 
his wife not merely threatens 
to remain loyal to her h^s- 
bSind and ^is ideology, but 
also to severely lash out at the 
present governihent- Govern- 
meht like cooperative .wit¬ 
nesses. 







LIVING 


Funny 

business 

Among other things, Banga¬ 
lore boasts of a Humour Club 
rfs well The purpose of this 
Jub is to relieve us members 
ot the pressing problems of 
tieiyday life Inis year on 
llndependence Day, Humour 
Iclub organised a two hour 
[long session of tomfoolery to 
tilebrate the occasion The 
Ktar performer that evening 
wis Vikatan Ganeshan who is 
better known in Bangalore as 
the ‘ man with 6,000 voices” 
K matan mesmerised the audi 
Bncc with his ‘stereophonic’ 
sounds Then there was the 
imrtdiblc top— D H Rajan 
ot Bangalore s police force— 
who piescnted the mukha 
iccn.i (music of the nose) 
wiih the help of popular filmi 
(lints there were a host of 
ii'lier lokcrs as well But the 
only ilcm which was relevant 
lo the occasion was a speech 
on (iindhiji’s honesty by a 
tour sear old girl And that of 
1 ourst wasn’t funny 


Home¬ 

coming 

Iht I vorv Merchant team i* 
nl inning a celluloid thril 
Ici And the news has leaked 
out The film will be set in 
British India the lead play 
> ts according ro sources close 
to the producers, will be Ami 
(ibh Bachchan and (believe it 
01 not) Julie Christie Juhe 
iirisiic IS not quite unfami 
1 It with British India She was 
' tn in Chukua (Assam) in 
U -the time of ’he Inde 
itdtnre movement The Iv 
r' Merchant film is expected 
1' be launched m 1982 


A.min Choudhury claims to be 
the first Indian to have made 
a full length feature filrn— 
Kdshtsh~ in the USA And 
that IS not his only achieve 
tnent After 23 years in the 
USA, Amin now figures in 
Marqui’s Who*s Who and a 
host of other directories, hav¬ 
ing served as editor, camera¬ 
man and director in as many 
as IS feature films and 
documentaries Plus he has 
made a number of ad films for 
[uch blue-chip companies as 
Matsasushita, Gillette and 
Datsun If Amin’s credentials 
are not smkinipiy similar to 
icri^na Shali’s, both of them 
at least have intemationlil 


Noctnmal act 





The Indian People’s Theatre 
Association (IPTA), after 
much intra-rivalry {Sunday, 4 
May) has finally managed a 
face saving production 
Sufaid Kundali, which opened 
at the Pnthvi Theatre work¬ 
shop in Bombay recently, is 
the Hindi version of Breent’s 
Caucasian Chalk Ctrch 
Directed by M S Sathyu, the 
play also marks the return of 
Shabana Azmi ipto the ranks 
of IPTA According to Sheeia 
Barse, Sufaid KundaJt has 
been a big hit in the city On }- 
September—the day of its 
sixth show—the demand for 
tickets Was so great that after 
completing one performance 
at 11 30 pm, the IPTA people 
decided on a second show So, 
an hour later, the curtains 
were raised again The mid¬ 
night performance ended at 3 
am and was witnessed by a 
capacity house 


The marathon ■ 

Peter trancis Monies (91) is Elizabeth Ryan, and with 


perhaps the world’s oldest 
tennis player And he still 
plays the game at the lawns of 
Agra’s Company Bagh 
Montes, a formet chief super 
intendent of Telegraphs, was 
born on 18 March, 1888, in 
Jabalpur, where his father 
was employed as an engine 
driver in the Railways 
King Gustaav, the fifth king 
of Sweden—which is also, the 
home of King Bjorn Borg— 
was as much in love with 
tennis as Peter Montes But 
Gustaav played the game only 
till the age of 90 Montes has 
thus surpassed the king’s re 
cord And in doing so he now 
has some of the most fasetnat 
ing memories the encounters 
with the thf'n tennis queen, 


such luminaries as Big Tilden, 
Bunny Austin, Jean Borotra 
and Henri Cochet—all the 
matches being plaved in Agra 
where the celebrities had 
come to see the Taj In 1936, 
at the age of 48, Montes bag 
ged the singles’ title at the 
Agra Open He sti)l remem 
bers his success with pride 
After retiring in 1943, 
Montes—like many othet 
Anglo-Indians—chose to mi 
grate to England But soon he 
was back in India, unable to 
adjust to alien conditions He 
now lives with his second wife 
in a decaying portion of tlw 
Queen Empress Library in 
Agra]* He is keen to play 
the game till his 100th year 
and, after that, la heaven 



Yankee doodle 



t iidencies Yet Amin's opin 
u if Shah IS far from com 
•'limentary “I started on 
Kashish long before Shah 
made all that noise about Sha- 
luujir Shah believed that In¬ 
dian audiences were dumb 
and would see any film which 
was splashed in the media,” 
Amin told Asfaish Rajadhyak- 
sha in Bombay recently 
Kashisb, according to Amin, is 
the fir$t Indian film with “a 
genuine mix between the art 
and the commercial” It deals 
with the problems of Indians 
in the USA and stars the local 
Bombay flop, Navin Nisefaol, 
and an unknown US actreso, 
Chris MacLeod 
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DON'T 3E ftiDICytOUS' 
OVALS ARE MORE 0VALI.Y' 
CAN'T WU TELL A SWiRL 
FROM AN OVAL ’ ^ 



IF I WANTED TO MANE OVALS 
I'D MAlCe OVALS' UMAT'S WR0N6 
^ WITH NOU ANVWAV’ 




^ 1 THWK YOUR POSTALTUmON 

IS THE BEST....MATHS IS 

REALLY WONDERFUL 


PHYSICS PAPERS 
(WITH Y.G. FILE) 
ARE SUPERB 

^judjk- '■ 
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writes in siii .ives in praise of 
BRILLIANTS. .TAL TUITION 
FOR IIT-JEE W80 


NOW BRILUANT'S 5 MONTH POSTAL 
COURSE FOR IIT ENTRANCE EXAM'81 
BEGINS 1st OCTOBER 1980 




Enrolment aUowed upto mid-October 


I BRILLIANT TUTORIALS 


12.M4»»lt»ntuiilVlttd^Sl rNao«rMedr(i$47 Pf%4AiOS9 


#BhitiMt'$ S Month Pestid Tuition lot 
Medwal CoNagas Entrance Exams al over India 
frembtOct^. Enreiment upto mid-Octobar 
#BriMsnt‘s 5 week Postal Tuition for MS Prelim 1981 
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NOW, EXTRA KANDYL-POWER 
FOR YOUR LAVATORY 

land 

The one and only 
Levatory Cleanser 
WITH A POWERFUL 
BACTERICIDE S\A, 

O Higher concentration for greatei an t 
faster cleaning power 
e Controlled acid action that 
neutralizes immediately after 
removing stains This prevents 
damage to floors and sanitaryware, 
does not harm scavanger bacteria 
inside sanitary privy tank 


For greater disinfecting 
power at a tittle extra coat. 
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UXAR. A title suit has been filed in 
court of Second Munsif, Buxar, 
irgainst Rohtash Industries. Dalmiana- 
ear to restrain the defendant Rohtash 
fndustrig^ not to paste the photo of 
Hanumanjee on the tin of Hanuman 
Vanaspati Mr Kashinath Mishra, 
T T E , Buxar, who has filed the title suit 
said that he was worshipper of Hanu- 
man. The tin containing Vanaspati was 
used afterwards in various filthy works, 
he added —The Indian Nation (Siyya 
Deo. Patna) 

HARDOI A dispute over the parentage 
of an infant here has literally left the 
local hospital authorities holding the 
baby It ail started when Mrs Maya Devi 
of Tondona village, near here, gave 
^irth 10 a daughter on August 28 in the 
H^'spital She reported to the police that 
imer child was missing. Police investiga- 
nons revealed that Mrs Bala Devi Gup¬ 
ta. admitted to the same hospital on 
August 31 allegedly with labour pains, 
had disappeared The police raided Bala 
Devi’s house and recovered a baby 
which, she claimed, was hers even as the 
hospital authorities maintained that she 
was not even pregnant The child was 
later handed over to the hospital au¬ 
thorities and the dispute goes on with 
both the women claiming the child— 
I he Times of India (N Gopalkrishnan, 
Jabalpur) 

BANGALORE- The fear of monkey and 

I mosquito menace led to the cancellation 
rI the proposed two-day weekend stay 
bf the Commonwealth heads of govern¬ 
ment in Mysore. The dignitaries were 
scheduled to stay at the famous Laltt 
Mahal Palace hotel for informal parleys. 
The Karnataka Chief Minister, Mr R. 
Gundu Rao, told newsmen that the stay 


was cancelled "because of the fear of 
mosquito and monkey menace at the 
hotel.” Mr Gundu Rao cited an incident 
of a monkey sneaking into the suite of 
the Singapore Prime IVlinister at the 
hotel sometime ago. The state govern¬ 
ment had promised full security and 
other measures, but this was not 
enough, the Chief Minister added—The 
Indian Express (Arivind Sand, Calcutta) 

SHAHABAD; Hajappa Dawalappa had 
reason to remember the fable of the 
Good Samaritan on his way home. 
Alighting from tlfe Poona-Raichur pas¬ 
senger train he slipped in the rain and 
fell into a ditch, breaking his leg in the 
process. Over a dozen people passed but 
none heeded his call for help Half an 
hour later two lepers on their way home 
heard him and went to his aid. Although 
their deformed limbs prevented them 
from lifting him easily they took him to 
their hut and sheltered the unconscious 
Dawalappa through the night The next 
morning Dawalappa was surprised at 
his surroundings upon which the helpful 
lepers told him how he got there. They 
then carried him to the railway station 
on their shoulders. At the station Dawa- 
lappa’s fnends were grateful to find him 
safe but took him to the Government 
Hospital at Gulbarga with a mere word 
of thanks to the lepers —The Indian 
Express (Prabhakar Pattar, Bangalore) 

MADRAS- The Education Minister, Mr 
C. Aranganayagam, said that he noticed 
liquor being sold in a corner of a cor¬ 
poration school building in the city 
during his visit to a school The Minis¬ 
ter, who disclosed this while distribute 
ing the prizes to the best students of the 
corporation schools for their perform¬ 
ance in the SSLC and XIT standard 
examination, urged the parents and re¬ 
sidents of the areas in which corpora¬ 
tion schools were located to be vigilant 
about such misuse of school premises by 
anti-social elements If the parents and 
residents were vigilant it would not be 
necessary to have watchmen for cor¬ 
poration schools He pointed out that 
watchmen were reluctant to woik in 
schools located in remote areas because 
they were afraid of antisocial ele¬ 
ments— The Hindu (B. K Laldas, 
Madras) 


idia abroad 


LONDON. Immigrant organisations in 
■ be United Kingdom are demanding the 
right to be taught in mother tongue. The 
demand was first raised and has been 
tarried on by Mrs Ranjana Ash, daugh¬ 
ter of the late professor Siddhant of 
J^ucknow University. She has succeeded 
>n getting all prominent immigrant 


organisations’ support The organisa¬ 
tions have decided that Mr Syed 
Mohammad, the newly designated High 
Commissioner of India will be wel¬ 
comed here next month with a perform¬ 
ance of a Hindi play. A playwright from 
tielhi is already here for the purpose 
—The Hindustan Times 


I am duty-bound to reunite the 
opposition Panies which once con¬ 
stituted the Janata—Raj Narain 

I have always championed the 
cause of good men being in politics 
and Rajiv Gandhi is welcome as 
long as he remains good—Piloo 
Mody 

We have been fighting among 
ourselves It is not unusual in an 
organisation in which people with 
divergent views are active—Kamla- 
patiTripathi in India Today 

Merely because some Marxist 
Ministers are in power does not 
mean that the bureaucrats will 
change their ways ... I don’t think 
that corruption in West Bengal is 
any less than what is prevalent in 
most other states—Ashok Mitra, 
West Bengal Finance Minister in¬ 
terviewed in Business India 

Its (Lok Sabha’s) performance is so 
jaunty that it evokes little respect. 
The people have come to associate 
it more with noise than work— 
Kuldip Nayar 

I am the most vocal member in 
Parliament—Maniram Bagri, Lok 
Dal MP 

The opposition creates trouble in 
the House only because they want 
to be noticed by the Press—Madha- 
varao Scindia, MP, quoted in Surya 

I know that it is difficult to get 
laurels from the Press—Afnculture 
Minister Rao Birendra Singh 

We have become a land of fanatics. 
It has become fun to kill people— 
'i^ijayalakshm Pandit 

Some youth who have communal 
and casteist attitudes have joined it 
(the police force)—Zail Singh. 

When Mrs Gandhi saw it (the TV 
film on Moradabad)—chopped, re- 
edited and screened—the pig had 
disappeared and she reportedly re¬ 
marked; “Where is the pig?”—The 
Indian Express 

It won’t be no contest. It won’t be 
close. I’ll eat him (Larry Holmes) 
up, chew him up and spit him 
out—Muhammad All 

As a man, 1 might not crush my 
wife’s talent because I respect the 
artiste in her. But as a husband, I 
would definitely emphasise that 
she has to be a housewife—Gulzar 
interviewed in Super 
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Centrakard 








Centralcard-ka new convenience 
card from Central Bank. Tl)e 
first of Its kind to be launched by 
a nationalised bank. 

Whether you are out on business, 
shopping or just dining out, 
Centralcard makes it convenient 
for you Because you don't have 
to pay cash down 

You can use it at hotels, 
restaurants, retail and department 


stores... in fact at a number of 
Member Establishments in all 
important cities in the country 

Be a Centralcard holder Discover 
a new way of life 

For further informetion, get in touch 
with Centralcard. Central Bank of India. 
Kaeturl Building, J Tats Road. 
Bo(nbay-400 020 

Phone 242312. 242331 Telex. 6929 


Centrakard Carry it wherever you go. 

fei Central Bank of India 
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chess 


IMm (Blach) to mww 




TM«liko«>l(y (White) 

The Oration is stiH alive and kicking No 
suggestion ttuil St George didn t do his job 
pfoperly merely a comment on one of the 
sharpest and most controversial variations 
ol the Sicilian Defence It has over the years 
had Its theoretical ups and downs but with 
a little loyalty and a lot of help (sometimes 
seemir^ to border upon artificial resuscita 
tion) champions ot the Dragon s cause such 
as Miles Mestel and Sosonko have man 
aged to pull tne poor beast out ot some 
fairly tight situations So nowadays the 
defence is not only lively sharp and aggres¬ 
sive but also playable Playable that is 
unless Karpov happens to be sitting on the 
other side ol the board The world champ 
ion has arcumulsted a terrific score from 
the while side ol this opening punishing 
inybody and everybody who dares to play it 
against him But Karpov apart the Dragon 
has been scoring well against strong oppos 
ition ot late and Tony Miles used il Ic 
particularly good effect in the Inlerconal i 
Riga 

Dragon enthusiasts will therefore be 
pleased to know that Tony in collaboration 
with the young American player Eric Mos 
kow has produced the Siedien Dragon 
Vugoslav Atlacfc (Batsford C6 95 paper 
bar k C4 95) in the Batsford algebraic chess 
openings series Obviously a theoretical 
treatiso on a specialist opening co written 
by a if not the world expert on that line will 
have great attraction for anybody interested 
in Dragon theory Moreover it is tor an 
openings book unusually readable 

I give one ol Mites s most recent succes 
ses with the Dragon an excrellent advertise 
ment tor the opening 
White Tseshkovsky Black Miles 
Riga 1979 

1 P—M P_ao4, 2 N—KB3, P-OS, 3 
P-«*, PaP,4 NaP. M—KB3.S te-aB3. 
P-KM3 6 B—K3. B—N2. 7 P-a3. 0 — 0 , 

• 0-02. M—83, • 8-004, B—02. 10 
P-KM, R—B1, 11 B—N3. P-KiUr? This 
IS the Miles/Mestel speciality preventing 
the while sacrifice with P—R5 
12 0-0—0, H—M, 13 K—N1 A safe 
positiimal continuation The most critical 
move her# is 13 B—N5 
*3 ,14-BS, 14 BxN.RxB. IS N—N3. 

0-B2. 10 B-04, B—B3 Theory in its 
infinite wisdom recommends this as 
stronger than 16 B—K3 but I must 
Contes that the latter looks more plausible 
17 0-K2. P-ON4, 10 P—KS. 14—041 
Stronger than 18 PxP 19 BxP 

followed by N—02 when the black rook 
would be in ditficultics 
10 PaP.O«P;2a NsN.aaN;21 BaB. 
KbB.22 0-K3 Eyetng »teORP butisHa 
good pawn to eye? (OtAORAM) 

22. , P-KSl 23. OiRP. R-RS, 24 


0-K3, KR-OR1, 2S P-QR3, O—tW. It is 
easy to forget that White also has kingside 
weaknesses 

2* »-B5, RbKRP, 27 RaR. OiR, 20 
•4—07, R—Ql. 29 O—K5< K—R3I The 
Black king is very sale here 
SO P—KB4. BaP, 31 R—02, B—B3. 32 

H—B5. P—B3. Of course not the immediate 

32 R X R ->7 33 0-H8 mate 

33 0-K3. CxR. 34 OxR, O—RO^ Re 
signs A little early you may think but attar 
the forced exchange of gueens (35 K—R2 
O—04 4) Black s kingside pawns are quite 
i nstoppabip A deceptively simple game 

MICHAEL STEAM 
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stamps 


Alan Sontag s book P owa r Prarteloii 
(Paber CE SOD has an excellenl toimula the 
author describes ha fortunes from round to 
round wtien winning the Cavendish Invita¬ 
tion Pairs Imking the rurratne to chapters 
on the Precision system 
The personality wnbng, as Sontag 
describes the opponents who come to ha 
table a first-class All who know Bntein s 
Irving Rose wiU recognise the quality ot tlus 
Ime Irving a impah street smart, looks 
like Howdy Doody 

• Tba a how Sordag describes a pert-score 
deal from the second session 

Oealei Cast N-S vulnerable 
A K 5 3 
W A 8 7 2 
♦ 08 5 
A K 9 7 

AA 10 9742 If AOJ86 

WK3 WP 410964 

♦ 97 aAJlO 

AOlOb * 


A O J 8 6 
V 0964 
♦ A J 10 
A 8 3 


A - 

» J 10 5 
♦K6432 
AAJ642 


SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 
Sontag Woolsey Weictael Robinson 


— 

— 

— 

No 

No 

2A 

No 

No 

2NT 

No 

3A 

3A 

No 

No 

No 



My void in spades made it attractive to 
reopm the biclding The choioe was be¬ 
tween doubling and going to 2NT If I had 
not been a passed hand I would have 
been forced to double becauu 2NT would 
have shown a strong harid vrith a stopper in 
spades. I elected to bid 2NT for two raaatms 
tifst I was not eager to defend Two Spades 
doubted. SBoond I wanted Petar (Wsk dia s l ) 
to bid one of my fna<ard suits 2NT asked 
Peter to bid a mmor In addition when 
Robinson passed the Two Spade opening, 
he hitchsd' meaning that he hositated 
This indicatod to me ha hod a spade tit and 
would not allow us to buy Ihe hand at the 
Thnm tewal 

‘WssrouM have mada Three Ctubs. They 
oouM not moke Three Spades Mfe scored 
about 80 B4Pi on this hand Alatchmtens 
cost rune Sorry that was rny contribution 


Wng Dato tto a at BrMga. dw book Ittol 
attefalahod Hugh Kolssy's reputation, has 
boon addad to Bia M a( Fabar ItepertMciis 
(Cl 98) 

TERENCE REESE 
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This 15-canls stamp is one of six that have 
been issued by the United Nations to publi 
cise the 1980s as the Decade tor Women 
Two of the stamps are priced in American 
cents tor use on mail posted at the UN 
headquarters in New York two aie in Swiss 
centimes tor use at the Palais dcs Nations 
Geneva and Ihe other two are in Austiian 
schillings lor use at the new offices in the 
Oonaupark Vienna The stamps have been 
designed by Pakistani and VWest Gorman 
artists and have been printed in Fnqtand hy 
The House ot C3uesta ‘souvenir cards repio 
ducing the stamp designs and Ihe usual first 
day covers have also been prepared 

C W HILL 


QUESTIONS 

1 Whal IS Ihe Venus necklace? 

2 Whal were Ihe laws of Eshunnai 

3 How IS caramel obtained 7 

4 Whdi IS d clepsydra or water clock? 

5 Whdl is rurdre? 

6 Who was the first physician who 
distinguished measles from smallpox? 

7 Where would you find vitreous 
humor? 

8 Whal would you be doing if you were 
murmunnq a judged 

9 In which sport would the egg position 
be adopted? 

10 What IS Start Point? 

pueibug mnoujpea 
jeau eoeid e |0 eiueu eig si i| oi 
6uiP|S euidiv u| 6 
Mei s)009 pto ui luaiBAeid sbm oue) 
ei|i a6pnt am auueiep jo jepueis 8 
aoueisqns 8)|i| A||dl e si i| aAa am u| i 
(926 098) sazeqb jo izey |e BAAiJi)|e7 
uqi peuJujBiinyy ji(Bg nqv upisjoj v 9 
sjeiunq ueipuj ueoi 
jBiuv Minos Aq pasn uosiod /vojjv 9 
aujq )0 Suissed eqi ainseauj oi jopjo ui 
pajmiuouj SI i|uei aSejois e ujoj) jbibm 10 
aSjBMOSip am ipiMA ui (uaujnjisui uy fr 
jatBM aiiut 

B miM 0 091 0| jeSns buueeq Ag t 
SM8| uBiuojAqeg miv\ pepqbgg 
jBBu punoj siaiqei om) uo seinj ipbs 1 z 
iis>|ueq BJisoujJOH 

St euiBu uiieq aqi paarweas e si n 1. 

SU3MSNV 
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SUITINGS 


Produced on Asia's 
largest single installation 
of SULZERS-the world's 
ultimate in automatic 
Slujttleless Weaving 
Machines Marvels of 
sophisticated Swiss 
technology. 






GRIHASWAMY DEVALUED PARTY 


NOT A PAS SPORT 

A N W \ouiiK mtn walked into the 
111 Bliiian annexe and deman 
dtd I’dsst s fiorn tlu Pieis. lacilities 
M II in to covei tlu regional meet 
iiii; ol t oinnionwealth heads of kov 
M iiiiunt Jhe ufiiLti asked them 
ulitu tht\ wtft from “{outnalist 
wmt, (it the Young t ongress ” they 
Slid Wirt they aicitdited to the 
(■o tfiimtnt of India, the offitti 
iiu|i lied \Vi are ftom the luiing 
Puts they lephed Their tone 
a|)|>e iri d to indie ate that the offu 
ti had no business to ask such 
(liiestioiis He polite ly told them he 
h id no poweis to issue passes and 
asked tlu young mtn to see his 
siipe I loi who in turn sent them to 
the (xitrnal affaiis people What 
tlu latlt‘r told them, ein<. doesn’t 
know but the young men did not 
get then passes Apparently, mem 
beiship of the Youth Congress does 
not always become a passport 

FREE PUBLICITY 

THE Delhi police under commis 
sioner Piitam Singh Bhinder seem 
to be bent on needling the pro I ok 
Dll weekly As/i Bharat, whose 
topics vs tie stizid last month be 
cause the jouinal had published a 
photogiaph of pigs sniffing at corp 
ses which were still lying around 48 
hours after the Moradabad riots 
Not satisfied with one raid and 
seizure, Mr Blunder’s force is now 
searching almost every newspaper 
vendor’s stock for copies of the 
ptostribed issue of the journal 
I his after subsequent issues haye 
tome out In the process, even those 
who did not know of Ash Bharat 
have come to know of It bometimes 
cops do turn good bamaritansy 
though unwittingly it seems 

GUIDANCE DENIED 

ONT of the first things the Vish 
wanath Pratap Siiigh Ministry in 
Uttar Pradesh did soon after the 
Moradabad riots to ease communal 
tension was to setup the enquiry 
panel headed by a retired chief 
justice of Allahabad High Court, 
Mr Verma which was going into the 
causes ol the Aligarh riots of 
Novembei, 1978 Would it not have 
beefi better for the enquiry to be 
completed and firm steps taken, on 
the basis of the report, to curb 
communal violence in Aligarh in 
the future’ Violence in fact flared 
up again in Aligarh on 8 September 
leading to the transfer of the depu 
t> commissioner and supennten 
dent of police 


MISSING 


THE Commonwealth regional 
heads of government meeting, 
which was held in New Delhi in the 
first week of September, exposed 
the differences between various 
personalities and organisations 
While all the heads of government, 
who had been put up in spacious 
suites in the Ashok and Maurya 
hotels, went to Rashtrapati Bhavan 
to spend an infonnal weekend on 6 
September, President Neelam San 
jeeva Reddy left for the Bhadkal 
lake (near Delhi, in Haryana) with 
his wife on a two-day holiday Mrs 
Gandhi played host to the visiting 
dignitaries in the official residence 
of Mr Reddy One wonders why the 
President did not play host instead 
In another instance, the differ 
ences between the staff of the Press 
Information Bureau of the informa 
tion and Broadcasting Ministry and 
the staff of the External Publiaty 
Division of the Foreign Ministry 
came to the fore While the PIB is in 
charge of government publicity at 
home, the External Publicity Divi 
Sion IS entrusted with a similar task 
abroad Internal pubhcity for the 
meeting was also put under the 
charge of an External Publicity Oi 
vision officer and this caused heeurt 
burning among the PIB staff 


HOW many times has the main 
body of the ruling Party at the 
centre met since the Party came to 
power in January’ It may be hard 
to believe, but the Coiigress(I) Par 
liamentary Party has met only 
thrice since then The first meeting 
was held soon after the Lok Sabha 
elections to elect Mrs Indira Gan 
dhi as the leader of the C(I)PP The 
second meeting was held before the 
budget session of Parliament, in 
May, to discuss the Party’s strategy 
during the session Only about 21 of 
the nearly 450 members (in both 
Houses) attended the meeting 
which did not even have a proper 
quorum The third meeting was 
held to condole the death of Sanjay 
Gandhi It is the normal practice of 
the Parliamentary Party of any Par 
ty to periodically meet and thrash 
out problems and chalk out the 
strategy of the Party on the floors 
of the two Houses But the Par¬ 
liamentary wing of the ruling Party 
today does not seem to attach much 
importance to such meetings. 
Perhaps in keeping with the new 
mood, the posts of deputy leaders 
of the Party in the two Houses have 
this year biran filled up by nomina¬ 
tions made by the PM, and not 
through elections, as is the normal 
nractice. 

0 E. NIZAMUDDiN 
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Moratjee Mills 


Dress Fabrics. Suitings, Shirtings and Sarees. 
In pure polyester, cotton and blends. 

The Morarjee Gocuidas Spinning and Weaving Co Ltd 
Bombay 400 012. 
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S^jtember song. 


Enjoy walking in the ram. It'll soon be over. 
Time to rejoice, to harvest your efforts. 

The golden hint of autumn. 

Tempting apples. Burnished trees 
Cricket teams coming out to play. 

And crowds invoking 

blessings from the > < j 

god of plenty. ^ 

Thank goodness for i 

Modella. For clothes 
that are a joy to wear | 

y like this outfit * | 

made from Modella suiting. 

To keep you in perfect shape 
for the season 
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H ^.w A mm 

modella 


As iTKihAjud as the man wears it. 


modella textile industries pvt. ltd,modeilagram. thane, maharashtra- 
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Uid Nehru have an altair with Lady Edwina the wile of India s Iasi 
viceroy Lord Mounlbalten"’ Did this special relationship prove 
helpful in arranging a smooth transfer of power'^ We publish 
exclusive extracts Irom Mountbatten s recent biography Mount 
batten Hero of our Time which throws light on the exact r ature of 
Nehru s relationship with Lady Edwma and narrates how Lord 
Mountballen accomplished the historic transfer of power in the 
subcontinent Pafle 10 


The President has correctly 
inalysed the Indian situation 
when he says that the rich lew 
ire benelitlinq at the expense of 
oiii poverty stricken masses 
PAN JIT SAU looks at how va 
nous classes are lighting for 
more in India Page 22] 


Is UP India s most populous 
stale being misruled'^ Is the 
present V P Singh ministry 
the worst UP has ever had"^ A 
detailed assessment of the 
current situation in the slate 
dips an exclusive interview 
with the Chief Minister Pag# 24 


Prom^'llhitg etyl MNfjiion takes on a new look See for 



At Moradabad the PAC continues to terrorise Muslims Why is 
nobody protesting against what happened in Moradabad'^ Why 
are poMmans. Sarvodayites the Gandhi Peace Foundation 
Citizens for Democracy and the upholders of civil liberties so 
quiet, asks SYEO SHAHABUOOtN Page 18 
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Dishonourable members 



Judge and saviour 

W hy did police inspector Arkhit Be 
herd treat the little child Nandi so 
barbarously (“Nandi’s tale of torture," U 
August)’ Justice Kunja Behan Panda 
took the right step by keeping the little 
girl in his custody and breaking the stuiy 
of her plight Had he not chanced upon 
Nandi, the little girl would have fallen 
into the cruel hands of other exploiters 
K V Satish, Gulbargd Karnatakd 


A monarchy 

I read “Our callous rulers (24 August) 
by Chandra Shekhar It is true that 
“now ihere is little difference between a 
democratic rule and a personalised one 
in our country ” The indispensable ele 
ment of a democracy, a strung oppusi 
tion, has lieen cumpleieU lost In fact we 
are mure a constitutional monarchy in 
which the parliament is wurihless ' than 
‘a seculai socialist democratic republic 
Bt'-hnu Btdsad Oa^h Cuiiatk 


Mr C handra Shekhar s ariiele is moving 
Double standards in public life are 
dangerous tor a country I hanks to the 
machinations of so called democrats. In 
dian democracy is in peril Our politi 
Clans’ greed for power and office is 
almost inhuman 
Bhatkdr, Hditpur Bihar 

Room enough 

t<TT IS life VC IS no song” (31 August) 
JLXby Kishoic Chatter lee is more of 
a comparison between tlu last days of 
Beethoven and Uebabiata tOeorge) Bis 
was The author frequently uses the word 
‘dirty’ to describe the room in which the 
uncrowned king ol Rabindrasangcet 
lived 1 had been to Georgec/j’sone icMim 
flat on Rashbehan Avenue a couple ut 
times, but never found it dirty or suffo 
eating, although it was stacked with 
books, files, medicines eti 
Pradip Choudhun, Duigapur 


C ongratulations for publishing Mr 
Arun Shounc’s explanation to the 
speaker of the Lok Sabha in response to 
tne contempt charge against him (“Who 
do legislators think they are’’’ 31 Au¬ 
gust) As far as insults to the dignity and 
honour of Parliament and legislatures 
arc concerned, MPs and MLAs are the 
worst ol tenders Switching loyalties, 
hurling abuses and coming to blows with 
each other taking bribes and betraying 
voters’ trust damages their reputation 
far more than any journalistic expose 
Legislators do not deserve any pri 
vileges unless they are true to their 
oaths 

E P Menon, Bangalore 

Mr Shourie presented a correct picture 
of our legjslatois and did a grand job of 
bringing to light their actions and atti 
tudes 

R Rdnian AMinsol 

The article is an eye opener to all citizens 
of India whp blindly cast their votes >n 
elections 

Af K (haiterii, Ca/cutta 


Any worthy citizen of India who has read 
Mr Shourte's article in the Indian Ex 
press (28 July 1980) "A furore a day" 
would have been ashamed to learn about 
the disorderly conduct of our legislators 
Instead of calling for a contempt notice 
against Mr Shourie Mr Anf Mohammad 
Khan should reform fellow legislators 
K R Knshnan, Bangalore , 

According to Harold Laski “A House 
that IS in a continuous frenzy of excite 
ment is a House that is in a succession of 
crises, that is usually the index to the 
government m office that is on its way to 
the grave ” Actually Parliamentary de¬ 
bates possess enormous importance 
What IS wntten and said about them 
helps the voter to foi m an opinion about 
his representatives 
M Atyab Stddiqui, Delhi 

The media deserve an encouraging pat 
on the back for exposing the comic 
behaviour of legislators Instead, Parha 
mentarians charge the Press with “nega 
live reporting ’’ 

J M Nair, Trtchur, Kerala 


_ Dirty 

I t Calcutta soccer is always such a tense 
affair ( Calcutta's deadly football 
madness ' 11 August) and if the crowds 
are so uncontrollable what sense is there 
in organising matches at the cost of 
precious lives, lime, money and energy’ 
Husain t Beguwala, Bombay 

I am surprised to see how fanatical 
Calcuttans can be about a game like 
soccer Ironicallv, though many players 
of both Mohun Bagan and bast Bengal 
change sides on the eve ot every soccer 
season, the fans continue to blindly sup¬ 
port their clubs 
Debasisb Ray, Vanvihar, Orissa 

Every right thinking citiren would wel 
come the idea of a total ban on soccer in 
Calcuiia at least for a couple of years Or 
else the three big clubs who are mainly 
lesponsible for this chaos should be 
harmed trom playing in Calcutta 
P C Bhartaihariee Bhilai 


game _ _ 

1 personally believe that Dilip Palil and 
Bidesh Bose are nut chiefly responsible 
for the casualties at Eden Gardens on 16 
August, as they have been alleged to be 
It ui the administration that is suielv to 
blame, though it seldom takes responsi 
bility for ns failures and finds fault with 
others Helmeted policemen at the 
ground were seen sitting idle, watching 
the game, while chaos prevailed Alsu 
what use is ihere for the polite if they 
cannot prevent spectators from entering 
the galleries wiin rods, bamboos, brick 
bats, crackers, iron chairs etc’ 
Shil^prasad Dev, Calcutta 

What was the police doing when a major 
flare-up started at 3 pm in the western 
stands’ Why were tickets for the big 
match given at the Mohan Bagan ground 
only’ Why were gate numbers 12 and 13 
shut when the violence broke our in the 
stadium’ 

Prabet Cuba, Chabua, Assam 


Problem of choice 


E conomics, m spue of how Dr sub 

ramaniam Swamy views it (3 Au 
gust), IS and shall always be a matter of 
choices as when a housewife decides 
whether to buy six onions and two cab 
bages or four cabbages and one union 
with the same amount of money Dr 
Swamy is being dishonest in separating 
choice from scarce resources by talking 
of economic policy as a problem of 


!he photographs mtk the covet story 
'The mystery of Nehru’s birthplace” 
(Sunday, it August 1 should have been 
credited to Tmagemakers” add not 
Kamal Sahat The error is regretted 
—fditor 


choices Only Uter does he refer to this 
problem as one arising due to scarce 
resources Economics is simply a ques 
tion of how to make the best use of scarce 
resources 

A K Pandya, i^ongyang, South Korea 

THE late President V V ^ Gin was re 
ported to have said at the Arundale birth 
centenary celebration at Madras on 19 
December 1978 that corruption has be 
come a common feature even among 
ministers and nothing could be done to 
check It at the government level Corrup 
tion IS rampant at ail levels of the 
administration only because the politi 
Clans who are running it are corrupt 
Naur Ahmed, Bangalore 
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All men are brothers 


^he vil laing: a few 

Ikr ■\/<>ur arRument that had the Muslims 
X tonspiied JRdinst the polite thtv 
would noi have hrouRht their chtidren to 
lilt idttah holds no water since 1 belitvt 
that all the lOOtM) namazis cannot ton 
spire against the politt only a handful of 
sommunal elements started the trouble 
(, kdghd\ii Rjo Hvdetdbdd 

In vour Loveragt of all riots lommunal 
)( olhtiwist, your tonilusions have in 
iiiiahiv differed from those of othti 
luwspaptrs and magazines Are all 
iilurs biased-' 

\niri A Ahditn, Varanasi 


Sheikh’s hand 

CC A CRISIS in Kashmir’ (17 August) 
XXby M J Akhar was iimtly and 

I ioinpltte One cannot deny that the 
Shtikh had some 'share” in the crisis 
Ills speech at 1 al Chowk was a mere 
(\( wash 

\ ( R Put ushotlumdii, Hydtidhdd 


I am religious Sikh Ouru ('tohind Singh 
taught us “A/aans ki /ddt sab eke 
ehihdiiho (Recognise the unity ol the 
uman laie ) Muslims have a right to an 
their giicvanies as any other Indian 
Why should theic he discrimination 
against anvoiie-' (liiru Nanak (aught us 
“Awdl AlUih Horn (i/>ava, kudidi ke saa/i 
Itdude ek noot r< saa/i Mg iipaya, kdun 
hhdk ko tiidndt ' (fust (aid spread 
light, and esciyont was botn Irom na 
tine fiom out spot ot light was cicated 
the uni.use Who is good and who is 
bad-') I In Mot adabad tragedy was worse 
(hail laliaiiwalla Bagh while the latter 
was a case ot tiling on a polniial meet 
nig mostly ot adults, the toimir was a 
case ot tiling on a pe*atetul iiligious 
congicgalioii which included a sizable 
iiiimbci ot innoitiit children 
Rdlinddi Kdui So/n hilliindiii (diitl 
Pun i.i/i 


After reading your sttiry, 1 actually broke 
down, unable to check my tears—and not 
because I am a Muslim 
Ahmed Siraj Mohiuddin Fdrooqm, Pdi 
hhdiii, Malidrd<ihtra 

In spite of the atrocities on them, Muv 
lims were painted as the villains of 
Moradabad Ihe reasons, as you have 
rightly said, are history and Pakistan 
M A Aza, Hyderabad 

Most journalists reporting on Moradabad 
have written like PR men of the PAC— 
except you and Udayan Sharma in Ravi- 
vdt One famous journalist who)went on a 
round of the city with the jAilice was 
‘sorry* not to have witnessed any shoot¬ 
ing Another discovered ‘hidden hands’ 
behind the trouble This is the state of 
Indian (ournaiism 
I no/ Ashitil, Bombay 


Picture of protest 


111 \Sl icici to lilt Sheikh and coi 
upiioii (17 August) (11 winch you lia'c 
Hide some obsci vatuiiis alioul (tic 
il'i ).td cases of coiiuptuiii involving llu 
< liii t Minisici of Jammu and Kashmii 
\ oo have also made some it marks about 
lilt Woiks Ministci Ml (. M Shah 
wliu h I an only be dcsciibcd as one sided 
Old iiiitoitunate To call Mr (i M Shah 

1 disliked person’ is a Have sty of ihe 

I Ids Ml Shah , no doubt, is a son in law 
ot Slu'ikli sdhib, but he is not in politics 
iMcl in ihe Ministiy because of that He 
Ol idc Ills own conn ibulioii to the free 
doiri struggle and has suttered imprison 
cm ill on many occasions foi political 
c luscs I veiybody in Kashmii is awaic of 
Iht saciitices ot Mr Shah and ihc high 
[xiMtion he has held in the I’ai tv As such 

II IS uniiist lo make iiisiiiuations against 
him on the gtound iliai he happens to be 

son 111 law ol Sheikh s.i/iib Mi Shah 
lists in Ins own house, which is adiacciil 
lo Sheikh sj/iib’s 

Similarly the appointment of Mr 
Tariq Abdullah as Managing Director ot 
the Tourism Corporation is no favour to 
him He is a young man of promise, 
having spent years in the west, and 
having acquiied experience in vaiious 
walks of life The Stale Tourism t orpora 
tinn was in the red before his appoint 
inent and it was a burden on the exchu 
quei 1 ver since he assumed chaige of it, 
he has turned it into a piotii t aining 
oiganisation, which even his worst critics 
admit In the process no doubt, he had to 
gel rid of some old deadwood and infuse 
flesh blood in the Corporation 

About the charges ot coiiuption 
igdinst Sheikh Mohammad Abdullah 
which you have made reference to on the 
basis of the alleged meinoiandum of 
Muza Afzal Beg to the Prime Minister, 
fhese are the same charges about which 
much hullabaloo was sought to be made 
doling the Janata regime These weie 
itplied to by the Chief Minister and the 
central government was satistied with 
his leplies To level these charges again 
will serve no purpose They are only 
intended to be used as a political 
weapon 

A G Rather, Public Relations Officer, 
Go% eminent ot Jammu and Kashmir, 
C dk utia 


Y our covci picture of the Muslim 
youth ( Id Day ot DcJth 24 Au 
gust) with his blood sme in d face and 
clothes and the haunting stare ol hcl 
plessness, is a slunninglv cloquint pro 
test against the communalisin that sub 
verts oui law and older It is also a sad 
commentaty on the poliee’s tieatment of 
the docile 

loseph lohn Kottavam kerala 

We Indians aie di stioying oui rich social 
and cultural htni igi by indulging in 
communal riots 
RBCbdudhini Boinb.is 

We art proud to have (ourii ilists like 
Vitveiulra I vagi in a touniiv where 
secul.uisin is fast dis ippt aring 
Hasilnn Kihnunt Mdllhk IdUuttd 

Ihe lepoil iiulicalcs how detilv (he au 
tlioiitus can piiblicisi a police public 
clash as a lonimiinal not 
P A Has Vaiariasi 

Your icpori and some othci rtpoiis have 
blasled the tiivlh that Muslims went to 


That is him 



PICIURP ol the Idle B Narasimha 


XA.Reddv the famous product r director 
and owner of Madias’ Vauhini Studios 
appealed on page 16 of your 17 August 
issue, wiongly captioned as “B Nagl 
Reddy" Mr Nagi Reddv, the foimer’s 
brothel, is now owner of the Vijava and 
Vauhini Studios, a big lime filmmaker 
and chairman of the Iiriimala Tiriipati 
Devasthanam trust hoard 
T Ndga Rdvindij, Nelloie 


the Idgab armed and opened fire on the 
polite 

M A Ahdd, Bhuhdneswai 

Ihc baibarous, violent police attacks on 
innocent Muslims should put every lildi 
an lo shame 
K P Anddvdn, Salem 

I unnily, (he country's ruling class has 
not reacted to the Moradabad incidents 
Amu Das, Aliputduai, West Bengal 

Ihe secretary of the city unit of the 
CongiLssfl) rightly condemned the gov 
ernment for its inabilitv to protect inmi 
cent lives Merely transferring officers 
cannot solve the problem Where is the 
government that works* 

A A Kaul, Delhi 

My heal (felt thanks to those men of the 
BSI and the aimv foi their excellent 
service • 

R M V N Ramakaiuha Rao, Bhii 
Ihineswai 


Ricl:^voice_ 

A nil Grover’s tribute (o Mohammad 
Raft “Abhi na tao chhorh kar” (17 
August) was marvellous and worth pre 
serving in a library Rail’s voice saw 
many films through to the box office 
V Laxman Rao, Bhilai 

Ihe more one listens to Rafi’s songs, the 
more one feels he is alive 
K V Udaya Shankar Gauhati 

Singers like Rafi come once in a mille 
mum to delight weary mortals 
Binoy Sankar Deo, Bnubanesy/ar 

An appropriate end to the article would 
havd b(;en a line from a Rafi numbci in 
Muqaddar ka Stkandar dindagi to be 
nafa hai ek din thukraytgi maut 
mehbiHiba hai apne saath le kar lavegi 
A R Arland, Hirakud, Orissa 

Rafi was an instuuiion in himself, he 
never felt the difference between rt li 
gions and languages 
jasvindei Singh, Delhi 
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imagine carrying 
grains across 
fifteen lakh kms. 


The estimated Consumei Subsidy on 
wheat in 1980-81 (Per Ouintai) 


Price paid t 


Administrative 

171 
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overheads 

Statutory ard 
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other (hargej like 


qodovMi expense!-, 
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mamh pu'clHse 


etc 

tax Ill-indi laboui 
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The Government 


We be/iin a new weekly column in which we will report 
how the government really works* 

Co mmerce proposes 

The trade deficit for this financial year is expected to be 
a heavy Rs 3,000 crofes, and only a serious export-drive 
can help reduce this yawning g^p But the Union Cabinet 
IS sitting lazily on a number of important proposals 
sabmitted by the Commerce Ministry over four months, 
ago to accord special facilities to export-oriented units.- 
One of the proposals relates, to the supply of duty-free' 
imported raw materials and capital goods in order to 
make our exports mOre competitive in the international 
"market Another proposal envisages clearance from 
MRTP strictures to expanding export-oriented units, so 
that managements do nut have to run from pillar to post 
to get their permissions Though exports have shown an 
increase in the first quarter of this financial year, 
1980-81, they have fallen short of the target, partly due 
to the protectionist tendencies adopted by developed 
countries like the USA. The government of India 
obviously realises how important this problem is- the 
Prime Ministei herself heads a committee on exports. 
Unfortunately, the first meeting of this committee is yet 
to take place 

Thank you, Gol 

Sometimes the government does better publicity for a 
private sector firm than the latter can do for itself This 
IS what Haldor-Topsoe, the engineering consultant 
selected for the ammonia section of the Thal-Vaishet 
fertiliser protect, discovered Word had been sent to 
some newspaper offices that this Danish firm would 
brief the press in Delhi on September 18 But on the 
morning of September 18 someone from the Danish 
t>'fnbassy rang up to say that the Haldor-Topsoe execu¬ 
tive would not be meeting newsmen as schecluled. Well, 
why should he^ His job had already been dune by the 
government 'the previous day A five-page explanation 
had been issued on behalf of the Petroleum, Chemicals 
and Fertiliser ministry about why Haldoi-Topsoe and 
Pullmann-Kellogg (who had been made consultants for 
the ammonia plant at Hazira) had been chosen, overrul¬ 
ing the earlier selection of C. F. Braun The national 
newspapers had already printed the explanation, and 
there was nothing left for Haldor-Topsoe to do except 
silently thank the government. 

Train to Varanasi 

The state of the Indian railways, it seems, isn’t as 
healthy as its public relations officers would like us to 
believe. And despite the fact that its Miiiister-is Pandit 
Kamalapati Tripathi, the man who ran the {rains on time 
during the Emergency. To begin with, the railways, 
whose functioning affects and reflects the state of tne 
economy, earned three million tonnes less revenue 
earning traffic in the first five months of the current 
financial year (April to August) than it did in the 
corresponding period last year. Nor is that all. We learn 
that top railway officials are trying to keep the Railway 
Minister happy by either starting new trains for Varana¬ 
si, or diverting existing ones to touch that station. 
Varanasi is Mr Tripathi’s hometown. Perhaps an indica¬ 
tion of the state of the railways is available in the state 
of the Railway Board itself. Mr Menezes, the chairman, 
is on extension. Two members are on superannuation. A 
fourth is on sick leave. And a fifth is no longer alive. 1 


! Work to ggeold rule 

Eight months after coming to powef, “the government 
that works” is making valiant efforts to show that it is 
serious about its election pledge. Since it is the 
bureaucracy which is the traditional unwilling horse two 
important steps have been taken to flojg it to greater 
activity. The first step decreed by the Prime Minister is 
to set aside one day in the week as a “meeting-less day”, 
the logic being that civil servants spend too much time 
discussing what they will do in.stead of actually doing it. 
Further, another first step: 22-27 September was an 
“arrear clearance week ” But this is how our mandarins 
worked during this week First came the circular from 
the PM to the various Ministers setting out the idea. The 
Ministers discussed the idea with their secretaries and 
additional secretaries. That, the innocent would have 
thought, meant the end of di.scussions and the start of 
work with a bang But no Not, for example, in the Home 
Ministry There, an additional .secietary called a meet¬ 
ing of joint seiretaries and the latter naturally had to 
talk It over with the deputy secietaries Thus were the 
til St two days of the arrear clearance week spent in 
discussing the priorities 

However, a list of priorities was eventually drawn up. 
The fiist place on the list went to the grievances 
leceived trom the public and pending with the PM*s 
petition officer The petition officei while forwarding to 
the respective Ministries the petitions leceived by the 
PM naturallv keeps a note of them Reminders from 
there are no good for anybody’s career Second on the 
list were ail pending pailiamentary assurances, like 
quest ions that nave not been leplied to Third on the list 
came matters relating to communal harmony, com¬ 
plaints of atiocities on members of scheduled castes and 
.tribes aiid public complaints against the police 

Painless Hindi 

RightIv ot wronglv the Janata government was consi- 
deied to have a pro-Hindi bias. The present government, 
with the equal measure of support it draws from the 
iioith and the south, will probably consciously try to 
avoid that image: and nobody will try to construe the 
sending of pailiamentary delegations round the world to 
assess the use of Hindi in Uol offices as actually doing 
something for Hindi The inaction-iti-action is also on 
display to anyone enteiing the Press Information Bureau 
offictr 111 Shastri Bhavan Up fiont is a notice board 
which has tiaditioiially earned announcements in En¬ 
glish informing newsmen of coming eyents. But a new 
notice boaid has lecently been installed at the top of 
which ‘Press Infoimation Bureau’ has been inscribed in 
Hindi Piesumably it will carry announcements in Hindi. 
Kilt the boaid has been left blank for over two months. 

Important “stenographer" 

The long awaited A.ssam talks were nut without their 
share of mystery. At the request of the agitation leaders, 
no officials were participating. Despite the political 
nature of the discussions, no member of the political 
department of the home ministry was present, even Mr 
H C. Sarin, adviser to the As.sam governor, was kept out. 
But there was one senior officer who sat in on the talks. 
Ml S P. Bugla, establishment officer in the- home 
ministry with the tank of a join* secretary Since it 
was known that officials would not pgiticipate in the 
talks, curious pressmen asked Mr Bagla on the opening 
day what he was doing inside the closed loom “1 am 
attending it as a stenogiaphei,” was Mi Bagla's reply 






NEHRU AND THE 
MOUNTBATTENS 



When Lord Mountbatten came to India to arrange a smooth transferor power, 
the task seemed impossible. Mountbatten's great asset was his personal rapport 
with Jawaharlal Nehru built up in no small measure through the strong affection 
Lady Edwina and Nehru had for each other, a relationship which Mountbatten 
never grudged. Many details of the precise nature of that relationship, allegedly 
an “affair”, have been published in the most recent (barely weeks-old) biography 
of India's last Viceroy and first Governor-General: Mountbatten, Hero of our 
T\me {WeidenfeldandNicolson, London, £8.50) 


OT long before he died, 
Mountbatten said, “You 
can divide my life into 
two. Dunne the first part 
of my life I was an ordin¬ 
ary conventional naval officer, trying 
not to be different in the sense of 
being royal, trying not to show myself 
off as being rich and ostentatious— 
like always using a small car to drive 
to the dockyard instead of my Rolls- 
Royce ‘Then we come to the period 
when 1 was pulled out and pushed one 
generation up. Dudley Pound, for inst¬ 
ance, was twenty-four years older and 
was. a post-captain while I was a two- 
striper. From that time everything was 
new for met and most of it for the first 
time, for anyone. 

“Aldt oT people today still think I gave 
away India, but 

TVyrOUNl-BATTEN was forty-six and 
J.VJl$tiU looked ridiculously youthful. 
One morning, he was interrupted with 
a message from Downin^g Street. 
Please come and see me—signed Cle¬ 



ment Attlee. It was not the first of its 
kind. Recently, his advice had been 
sought over Burma and about “the 
mess caused there by the Governor,” 
as Mountbatten himself expressed it. 

This time India was the main item 
on the agenda. With Attlee was Sir 
Stafford Cripps, an expert on the sub¬ 
ject, who had recently led a mission to 
Delhi which had very nearly pulled off 
an agreenmnt for the transfer of pow¬ 
er. “I had kept in touch with what was 
going on,” said Mountbatten, “and I 
was able to produce reasonably intelli- 

g ent answers. Suddenly-1 be^an to 
ave suspicions. We were talking ab¬ 
out Wavell, who was having a very 
difficult time. I said, ‘You’re not by 
any chance talking about me relieving 
him?’ Attlee said, ’Yes, and I said, ‘Not 
on your life. And Pfl give you my 
reasons. First, Wavell is a very honour¬ 
able man. He may be taciturn but he’s 
first class and if he can’t succeed, no 

*Not at first. This was something he 
learned, painfuilr. 




















1 one can.’ 

“This, and ail other reasons were 
L swept away, so I started making condi- 
jkons. I must choose my own staff, and 
^here’d be a lot of them, and I’d want 
WavelTs too, and everyone must be 
allowed cars and to bring their wives. I 
wanted ‘Fug’ Ismay. I wanted com¬ 
plete control of the Honours List at the 
end, with no queries. I wanted my old 
York aircraft back, fitted out just as 1 
liked It I wanted....” 

Was Mountbatten teasing them? 
Did he know that all the conditions he 
was likely to ask would be met? We 
can assume that he did. Then he tried 
two tough ones. First, he demanded 
that he could have his present appoint¬ 
ment to the 1st Cruiser Squadron back 
again when he had finished in India as 
Viceroy, the highest appointment any 
IkBricish citizefi could hold. Attlee said 
^e$ But Mountbatten insisted on 
jpAdmiralty approval, now. So the First 
Lord (Lord Hall) and the First Sea 
Lord (Admiral Sir John Cunningham^^ 
were called to Number 10. 

Hall agreed at once. “Hey, not so 
fast!” .said the Admiral “We had the 
vavest doubts about Dickie coming 
back after running SEAC, where he 
commanded fleets It was only allowed 
after a lot of hesitation. But to come 
back after being Viceroy of India— 
absolutely out of the question.” 

There was a brief pause Then 
Attlee spoke in his dry, sharp, even- 
toned voice. “I am not asking tor your 
comments,” he said to Cunningham. “I 
am giving you an order." After they 
left, there was another pause before 
f Cnpps spoke' he would gladly go as 
Mountbatten’s Chief of Staff if that 
would help. Mountbatten thought this 
a terrible idea, and that it would be 
read by the Indians as confirmation 
that Mountbatten was a mere regal 
figurehead. “It's very good of you, sir. 
But that i$ too great an honour,” said 
Mountbatten. 

Years later, Mountbatten insisted 
that he was being relentlessly cor¬ 
nered “I went on fighting.” Next he 
brought up the King’s name He would 
have to discuss it with him. Attlee said 
he had already squared George VI, 
and that he thought it was a marvel¬ 
lous idea. But, argued Mountbatten, 

I the King had not yet heard his argu¬ 
ments against his appointment. The 
meeting broke up with nothing de¬ 
cided except that Mountbatten would 
see the King at once. 

Mountbatten reminded George VI 
that there were hundreds of princely 
and native states The Government 
had treaty relations with them, the 
king had a special responsibility to¬ 
wards them. Then if there were civil 
war, and terrible massacres, the royal 
family would be directly associated, 
perhaps even held responsible for 
them, through himself, even if he was 
only a minor member of the roygl 
family. 

Mountbatten reported George VI as 
saying that it was precisely because of 
his rank that he approved, that the 
royal family still had a cachet in India, 
that Mountbatten should take a per¬ 



Jinnah was as thin as a re^ from the Ganges, narrow in 
face, his brown skin dry even in the hottest weather, his 
eyes bright and alert, missing nothing. He was a terrific 
dandy and displayed a wide range of perfectly cut suits, and 
a monocle completed the picture of some suntanned 
eccentric from a Michael Aden novel. 


sonal message from him to the princes. 

Mountbatten “You do know that 
the job is almost impossible?” 

George VI- “It can be done.” 
Mountbatten “Only by a miracle. And 
look how bad it will be for you and the 
fan^y if I fail.” 

(jeorge VI: “Ah, but look how good 
if you succeed'” 

“And that^was that!” said Mount¬ 
batten. “I went back to Attlee and said 
I thought the King was quite wrong, 
and produced my trump card. I asked 
innocently if the Secretary of State for 
India was above the Viceroy, and was 
told yes, but that he was only a spokes¬ 
man for (he Cabinet 

“You mean I am going to have the 
Cabinet sitting on top of me all the 
time? This is ridiculous The decisions 
must be mine and mine alone, on the 
spot ” 

Attlee replied, aghast, “But any¬ 
thing else would mean giving you 
plenipotentiary .powers. We cannot 
possibly consider that.” 

Mountbatten claimed that at this 
point he rose from his chair. “For this 
relief, much thanks,” he said, smiling. 

“You don’t mean you’re going, 
Dickie?” 

“I’m going all right. I’m going back 
to the navy.” 

With hardly a second’s pause, 
Attlee said, “All right, you can have 
plenipotentiary powers.” 

A week after Mountbatten arrived 
in India, with a time limit of just 
fourteen months to hand over power, 
Nehru asked if by any chance Mount¬ 
batten had managed to get some spe 
cial dispensation. Mountbatten said 


‘'Yes,as a matter of fact I did Why do 
you ask?” Nehru said, “Because you 
act entirely differently to any qther 
Viceroy. You talk as if you are making 
the decisions.” 

Between the time when the news of 
the appointment was made public and 
Mountoatten’s departWe, ms enemies 
were inclined to say he had taken on 
the task for its grandeur and pomp, 
ceremonial and uniforms, and for the 
historical record, the great-grandson 
of Queen Victoria, proclaimed first 
Empress of India, giving away “the 
brightest jewel,” a “socialist” viscount 
behaving traitorously to his class. 

The statistics were truly alarming. 
Mountbatten was charged with secur¬ 
ing the political freedom within a 
unified state of some 400 million peo¬ 
ple (one in five of the earth’s popula¬ 
tion), 250 million Hindus, 90 million 
Moslems, 6 million Sikhs, and the rest 
made up of numerous sects and Buddh¬ 
ists and Christians and over SOO inde¬ 
pendent princes and maharajahs 
They spoke 23 languages and 200 
dialects and were divided into some 
3,000 castes, ormnating in racial, tnb 
ai, occupational and territorial differ¬ 
ences. In the past few years, millions 
had died of hunger and tens of 
thousands as a result of internecine 
riot. Some had fought against the 
Allies, many more had formed the 
main strength of Mountbatten’s 
armies. Many princes and maharajahs 
did not welcome the end of British 
rule. The giant Congress Party, led by 
Nehru, wanted a united India within 
the Commonwealth. The Muslim lead¬ 
er, Mohammad Ali Jinnah. called out 
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The relationship that developed between the beautiful 
45-year-old Englishwoman of such notable wealth and 
aristocracy, and the English-educated Hindu barrister from 
Allahabad had the most profound effect on the negotiations 
for the transfer of power. 



from the Muslim League for a separate 
Pakistan The Muslims had been mam 
ly loyal to Britain during the war and 
had provided by far the greater mim 
ber of troops Congress helped to 
widen the division bv opposing the 
war, and Nehru, Gandhi and some 
60,000 of their followtrs weie 
arrested Nothing much seemed to 
have changed since 1921 Mouritbatten 
was taking on the political commit 
m^nf of a socialist Prime Minister and 
would be recognized eveivwhere as 
the King’s cousin and representative 
Attlee himself “thought the odds were 
about SIX to four against success ” 
Mountbatten’s estimate of a thousand 
to one against seemed more realistic 
Mountbatten's Yoik aircraft took 
off from Northolt airport m north west 
London at first light on 20 March 1946 
Besides Rear Admiral the Viscount 
and Viscountess Mountbaiten and 
their daughter Pamela, there were on 
board their personal servants. Mount 
batten’s senior ADC Lieutenant 
Commander Peter Howes who did so 
much of the hard work, and Captain 
‘Ronnie’ Biockman, his private seciet 
arv and for so many years before and 
after, shaier of private jokes, whom 
Mountbatten always found congenial 
company for lighter moments 

As usual when Mountbatten 
travelled th^ luggage was prodigious 
in volume and quantity and even 
rdwina, normally the lightest of light 
travellers, was obliged as Vicereine to 
bring a wide range of possessions and 
clothes As on her honeymoon (and 
this year marked their silver wed 
ding), she brought with her much of 
her jewellery as well as a diamond 
tiara for the proclamation in Delhi 
Then there were all the documents 
and the two page definition of the 
terms of Mountbatten’s mission, 
signed by the Piime Minister 

Mountbatten had laid down a 
gruelling timetable for the flight, 
which set the tempo he was evidently 
intending to sustain througout the mis 
Sion, like the destroyer commander he 
was Most of the lest of his staff had 
left the previous day, at Ismay’s insist 
ence, preferring a more relaxed flight, 
like the good (no, exceptional) army 
staff officei he was 

M ountbatten’s plane, because 

of its tight timetable, arrived only 
a few hours later, and the sixty three 
ye(arold Field Marshal greeted his 
forty SIX year old naval siiicessoi 
The next morning, Mountbatten 
and Edwina saw off the Wavells from 
the airport, an unusual and appreci 
ated gesture, and returned to work On 
24 March, two years after Mountbat 
ten had taken Mandalay, he and Edwi 
na were sworn in as Viceroy and 
Vicereine, a function as grand as any 
swearing in ceremony, but for this last 
time with the single purpose of grant 
ing political freedom to 400 million 
people instead of ruling them 
ft was the nearest thing to a corona 
tion, though mercifully briefer trum 
pets sounding the prelude, the ADCs 
leading the Mountbattens, he solemn 
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and noble in the pale blue robe of the 
Grand Master of the Star of India over 
the full dress admiral’s uniform, and 
wearing the dark blue ribbon of the 
Gaitei above the dazzling array of 
Grand Crosses, orders and decora 
lions, Ldwina in gold brocade with her 
splendid tiara and mote modest dis 
play of decorations They moved to 
their thrones, cunningly lit ted and 
gold with scarlet velvet hangings, and 
Sir Patrick Spens, the Lord Chief jus 
tice of India administrated the 
oath “1 Louis Francis Albert Victor 
Nicholas Mountbatten ’’ 

Then, with the prior knowledge of 
only a few members of his staff, 
Mountbatten delivered a brief 
address, an unprecedented step “This 
IS not a normal Viceroyalty on which I 
am embarking," Mountbatten began 
“His Majesty’s government are re 
solved to transfer power by June 
1948 I am under no illusion about the 
difiiculty of my task I shall need the 
greatest goodwill of the greasiest 
possible number, and I am asking 
India today for that goodwill ” 

June 1948, fourteen months For 
thirty years a means acceptable to all 
parties had been searched for And 
now this young admiral told them the 
transfer would take place in fourteen 
months The shock when the Indians 


fust heard this could only have beer 
more electric if he had added now thai 
he had ptomised his famjly that h< 
would be home in a year But even hu 
staff did not know that 

E had spoken of goodwill, and ii 
was the search for that goodwil! 
that occupied Mountbatten’s earliest 
days “Everything, absolutely every 
thing, was going to depend on personal 
relationships," said Mountbatten 
“This 1 had known from the beginning 
1 knew Nehru, and there was plenty of 
goodwill there We liked one another 
and Nehru had always been one fur 
rank and titles—a great snob and 
pro English, even if the English had 
put him ’in jail so often He was 
marvellous to look at—wonderful, 
very tall and handsome Above all, he 
and Edwina got on marvellously too 
That was a great help ’’ 

In a country not at that time noted 
for the political influence of its 
women, the wives of those involved in 
the transfer negotiations played a 
strong part, and the leading role was, 
of course, played by Edwina herself, 
her leading man Jawaharlal Nehru, 
now widowed and lonely and needing 
a woman in his life 

Edwina charmed all the Indian 
leaders—and every Indian she met, for 
that matter, and th«t numbertd 




thousands Her blend of grace and 
.mthbrity, transparent kindness and 
Mi’eiesf in everyone she spoke to, her 
' \ idem love of India and her people, 
j;hved quite as big a part in the 
',t gotiations as Mountbatten himself 
,, one formal and informal meeting 
itti another 

\Vhether in some not-and strife 
11 town, the bodies lying rotting in 
no stieets among smashed glass and 
rt'-tcked rickshaws and the litter of 

I not mg. with the temperature in the 

O’, and her hair soaking with sweat 
is ,iic grieved or gave comfort, or in 
, III loy House, surrounded by the ght 
1 and riches of Imperial power, two 
hundred servants at hei bidding, 
Rting with ease and charm as hostess 
to h‘*r guests, the Vicereine was in 
deed the graceful empress ot the last 
months ot British power Nothing was 
too much trouble for her, her patience 
and energy were inexhaustible, 
vvhoiliei at home or at the numerous 
,oLial occasions, from maharajahs’ 
banquets to minor luncheon parties to 
winch they would fly to all paits of 
ndia 

HL tact that a strong affair de 
vt loped between her and Nehru, 
md so many people knew ot suspected 
it in no wav diminished hei standing 
R.'ihei the leverse, and the rela 
lonship that developed between thd 
ic.uitilul toitv five year old Inglish 
,soman ot such notable wealth and 

II isiocrdcy, with a good stitfening of 
fcvvjsh blood in her veins, and the 
‘ iiglish educated Hindu barrister 
loin Allahabad, leader of the Con 
'iiss Paitv and thirteen years blder 
fill! Idwina, had the most profound 
liiit on the negotiations for the 
. instei of power 

(landhi, too fell under Ldwina’s 
•P' I' and was soon calhiig her “my 
Jiai triend,” although the nature of 
ns love for hei was utteily different 
loni Nehru’s Gandhi was the fust 
nget of Mountbdtten’s “search for 
’oodivill ’’ With the Mahatma on his 
■hI< he would, as he defined it, “be 
I lit way home ’’ “We didn’t talk any 
nisiiiess at all at our fust meeting,” 
lid Mountliatteii “It was just a pei 
ona) chat Ht was tascinated when 1 
old him about my etforts to bring 
'lioni a meeting between him and the 
’i mte of Wales, when he was in piison 
n 1921 He talked about his early hfe. 
tie development ot his political be- 
i< fs and the non violent tndepend 
lice movement We were together 
lone tor two hours, and when we 
ame out. the waiting repoiters 
bought we must have been solving the 
litticukies of the transfer Actually, 
e hadn’t mentioned them'” 

But the one man who could drive 
ome the bolt and secure the lock of 
nited India was Jinnah “Jinnah was 
be Muslim League,” said Muuntbat- 
sn “He held the future of India in his 
ands I tried the same technique with 
iro, hut it was almost impossible to 
'arm him He harf only one dream, 
■id that was a separate Mqsitm state ” 
innaf) was cora (“My God, he was 


cold!” Mountbatten would exclaim), 
arrogant, vain, inflexible—all the 
characteristics that make negotiation 
virtually impossible Befoie a word 
could be said his appeal ante was suffi 
cient to depress anyone attempting to 
negotiate with him He was as thin as a 
reed from the Ganges, narrow in fare 
his brown skin dry even in the hottest 
weather, his eyes bright and alert 
missing nothing He was a tetnfic 
dandy and displayed a wide langc of 
perfectly cut suits and a monocle com 
pleted the pictiue of some suntanned 
eccentric from a Michael Arlen novel 
At morning meetings ot Mountlictten’s 
staff “the Dickie birds”—the subject 
of Jinnah was more often on the apen 
da than anyone else In the end Mount 
batten claimed to have thawed bun 
But everyone knew that the tempera 
ture change was that of one man’s 
breath on a frosty dawn Jinnah s 
sevents, in poor health, and de,tiiH d 
to live little longei than i s'*,!’ 

“It was IiiD'ah, and ilu 
riots and massrci's lint nnivim* ! 
me of two things soon .ifti" mv aim 
at,” Mountbatten said ‘The first iv.is 
that we had to be quirk to find .i 
solution The second, tint it was moi<- 
impoitant to be quick than to 1. nt .in 
undnhded India Goveinmenr w is los 
mg control 1 decided that we It u' to * * 
out not in lourtcen morohs bm 'n fuf- 
months 

It was as if th^ subctouii ' u 'n 1 
been sown with p iluico >.'(lal U’m 
fused mines As fast as Mouothat'en 
and hdwina sped aboin the coiinttc 
defusing them others were laid in 
then place One of the wont piobh m 
aieas was the NonhWi'-t t'oiifcr 


province On /H Apiil, th< Alountbat 
tens flew to Peshawu Jhev wcic told 
that a ciowd of Muslims iwiiobeimg 
aiound 79,0(M), vns about to ntinh on 
Goieiomcnt M ' se oul th i then 
moo<i was violf-nt Mountbatten 
ti'ued to meet and show himself to 
the denmnstiatoi ■> At the ) is? initiute 
Edwina insi.ted on joining him in the 
cdi The sound of thaiuiiig rising to 
rrcsctndos, could lie Ih ard tioni a 
distance l!‘r mowd w ts u i luge 
park and ;ts surrounding fields, 
siietching far into the distance Ihcv 
vein civiiig “I'akis’an 7indabad'” 
over and ovc'r agiii., ami w.iving th«» 
ilu'j.i' g'oeii flags o* Pakistan Then 
uom'n'iit maich was al o illegal and 
ettiin *0 lead to cioknce 

'Ihe Mountb.ittens climbed up on to 
i laiJway einbankmcni both of them 
looking inicrnt.d in k/iaAi l)u*h shut'-, 
and v.ued to ihe im. r' c o* >;.i . m [tij 
' 'Vd !be V orit ot thM> nesell'C 
pi< id bk a ui‘d I t f i 1( idren 

’ ‘ ’ 1 II I , til I I ut ' he <'las 

) (' I > I ' 1 • in I. f uitta 

ti ul' II ^ h < I •■lb- B>il 

tilt ir pr ,< t . I I I I g 1 1 I 111 ^rly 
1 alt an hoin ih.' itiufc i waves 
and sn,il \ •-f i h > mr foi lunch 

i ith tin (>o'f > I 1 hi \ ItTiaidiatei 

th «t th“ tiiiur ,1 iwd bill Uisoi-rsed 
I'l Kiiiitlv ■'! • • I inii’p to then 

b >1 V 

I 111 ,I ’ll 1 iiii u i ilon> to 

I'l t’oiiiP I ii’iii 0 idi noting 
I '< r » I h Ills t id, had 

di< ail' I'll I I > ' I. 'n I r dde 

a. tho t It. tin j I t ( ainiJi two 
\( us lailui )t w I I ’>11 owing ex 
[jfio'K' einuti 111 b' IS wi II as phvsi 
db wiib 'I '■‘I t I 1 II s op to il4 


Nothing, it seemed, > '^eir b „ s "/ - < * n* / ' e tne 
happiness 0^August"enl\ ■'i, ‘-\uiVnc lUjuu'it ihatat 
this moment the man who 'sau ik i . tf them 

put together to win In&a hei freedc ni 'Wt ’< ’ ca'l tv irjoice, 
rather to mourn, ‘‘hoi Maiiaima Gannri thm ^ was only one 
place to be at this moment--in i no'sonip slum whete he 
could bring a little peace ann\ mfoit wne>' he lonid fast 
for his people's sms, 31J i' co( ‘h l m< n im tne India, 

united as well as free, foi w'/i c.. 1 '</./ a., ked md prayed 


and eclmn'e'i a ddieanivd 





Int M iilh I'’i Cl ye the Mountbdttem dt Pdidm 


Nehru and Mountbatten 
were with so much irr com¬ 
mon, and certainly (there 
wab) no jealousy on Mount- 
batten s side of Nehru’s re¬ 
lationship with Edwina. On 
the contrary, he was proud 
of her role. 


appouirment the I ondon Times pre 
ditted that if ht oiought with him no 
new ifliti tjo solution, it “may 
icint)u( 'u (Hteimiiidtion of the 
Cong’ £.■> f’lrty and the Muslim 
liagu< U) ko no concessions to each 
otht I 1(1 the II under the threat of 
torif, I ' oi> akdown, there would be a 
d( LiMo.i ‘in favour ot the claims of 
one >id 01 il'f other ” And now it had 
VJo'"’ ^(1 ( 1 1 1 <actlv like that India wa' 
t p.iiiitioiied and Iinnah had hi< 
' I'.ista 1 


(!< iIS.!s 111 the shade 

I fuild do little to ease the 
ini> kJiiMtIv 1 he indirect influence 
>ii ' (• daiigeious and exhausting work 
Cl ,jiilimnd however As soon as she 
Hiu'.ud, *>rio\ed and distraught by 
vs' I' si, hid pen, Mountbatten sent 
'ti ') >< ount her experiences to 
' I 111 r... ujr the leader of the 
<0 • 1 and the most powerful 

1 ‘ ’dij and the exhausted 

• ’■•VI d for Mother India 

1 II vinen himself worked on 

I I ss a,isi Viceroy and admiral 
1 ( ici, Ksi bairister and politician, 
» 1 , 1 s with so much in common and 

c r < ilv no jealousy on Mountbat 
" side of Nehru’s relationship with 
'' n c (>n ihe contrary, he was proud 
< I ’ I f foi 

I I very show of reluctance, 
’I 'gt d that the only way to 
II ii il ncQce and freedom for his 
1 A,s to divide It 
1 i ucv I othei conclusions can be 
I V ah nil this stage in Indian 
/iiiwevei the figures of the 
I c f ’ 'loluie and after the trqns- 
, ni’ivar an lead, there can be no 
I I ig ihai it freedom for India was 
I 'h cr lute i m months and not years 
. 111 ! pauition was absolutely inevit-,. 
a Ic then the Mountbattens between 
ih <1 did a marvellous dual job in 
putiitu' together the new dual struc 
i I s (d uowcis 111 India 

'ever 11 Mountbatten’s career had 
5 dvMi a > iitlucnce oeen more openhy 
' , r> .t Only Mountbatten himself 

, I'A ^poieciated the extent of her 
11 , 1 , II hrough a quartei century of 
>. n>aj,c, guiding him through the 
I! kv (iui ineK of those early days in 
the Medit nanean, from healing the 
mimed piide of fellow.ofticers, to 
'liaiming captains and C-in Cs, sup- 
; iting n./n in those months at Com 
h’liod Ops dealing first with the 
’uonte*' K-yes, ihe eccentric special 
I IS ana wild men that this HQ 
I iiactfd and the hard men of the 
‘ *11 ices who disapproved of Mount- 
M 


batten and all his woiks, above all 
impressing Chui chill with the d pM 
and glitter of her mind so that the* u n 
leader always saw Mountbatten as op 
half of an unique team 

Nehru had capitulated A gieat 
deal of choppv water lav ahead I ut 
they had clawed their way ofl the lie 
shore of catastrophe “So thcie we 
were,” said Mountbatten “We had all 
had dreams of a united India, handing 
over to a single government Wiihin 
weeks they were shattered and we had 
to make do with second best But ihit 
was better than what i knew to be the 
alternative ” By 3 June all seemed 
clear sailing Iheie had been last 
minute hell from Jiiinah and other 
problems But now the Mountbatten 
Plan had been agreed, and on the 
same day that the leaders met, Attlee 
announced what he claimed as com 
plete success to the House of ( om 
mons 

Four months earhei to the day, 
commenting on Mountbatten's 


j 1W’>1' Ini'n foini d the gieat cen 

1,1 i’ lu I of tiu subcontinent, and 
b“i >11 ol the appioxifnate lines of 
i,!i I lu ,)oi Illation distribution, 
I'll an vv r divided 1 ist and West 
wi 1 >11 ei ',1 linking conidor—the one 
(< icfcssiofi iinnah was foiced to make 
!h>s vtias {he btoad outline but there 
w( K * i.oiv ragge'l cods, such as the 
pro.i lets ol Punjab aiicl Bengal and 
Kaslip.ir ilip legislative assemblies 
would cK 11 widi then futuie The 
tepi t >c ntar.yes ot the Muslim districts 
and iIk othc'is would vote separately 
in f,>/ui< of partition oi against it, a 
irrple maiority being decisive If the 
vote fu.ouied partition then a bound 
aiy comiP'ssion would set up the fron 
tier line The North West Frontier, 
Sind ai'd Biitish Baluchistan would 
have a leferendum on whether or not 
to join the Constituent Assembly or 
foim their own 

This was the essence of the Mount 
batten plan koi all but a handful of 
veteran aulhorities on Indian politics. 



Jinnah was cold ("My God, 
he was cold. "Mountbatten 
would exclaim), arrogant, 
vain, inflexible—all the 
charagteristics which make 
negotiation virtually im¬ 
possible. 


idtes, religions, frontiers, hates and 
loves obiettors were tertain to be 
blinded by the complexity of the whole 
business lhat, and the speed and 
decisiveness with which agreement 
had been i cached, were its chief 
strength Its weaknesses were to man 
i ifest themselves over decades and gen 
ft eiations to come 

* But, for the present, theie were tew 
dissenting voices Not only Attlee 
proclaimed that this was a success 
Millions of Hindus and Muslims re 
garded it as a triumph, and outside 
India some infoi med opinion and neat 
ly all unintoimed opinion considered 
that the Mountbatten Plan was “a 
good thing ” But, of necessity betause 
of the selfimposed time factoi, the 
surgeon had no opportunity ol 
sharpening his knife and the ini isions 
ol partition were coaise, leaving mil 
lions on the wrung side ot botindai y 
lines, and leaving the nawabs and 
rajahs, khans and maharaiahs many 
iiiling yast areas, in what Mountbatten 
truthfully described as “a pathetic 
» situation ” 

I hey still had to be dealt with “I 
knew some ot them well, had played 
polo with them and they were my 
ti lends,” said Mountbatten “But these 
istie only a few out of five hundred, 
some of them lulers ol only a small 
town Ol a few stjuaie miles, others ol 
vast wealth conti oiling huge and rich 
ueas I saw some of them sepaiately, 
and then summoned a lull scale meet 
mg of the Chambei of Princes and told 



tin m they had until H August to make 
up then minds whether they would 
leniain independent or throw in their 
lot with one oi othei of the two new 
states Some Mountbatten bullied, 
with otheis he usetl more subtle 
methods “He could,” commented one 
obseivei, “not only talk the hind leg 
ott a donkey but also the throne from 
undei a pi ince " 

A tieiiiendous amount of other 
woik icmained to be dune Mountbat 
ten had a much photographed calen 
d.d III his office with a ring round 15 
August, and eyety day a date would be 
deleted as a fiiither emphasis of the 
uigency liiday 15 August 1947 was 
the most memoiable day in Indian 
history, and one of the most significant 
in the mid twentieth century The 
woild's gieatest imperial power was 
handing ovei voluntarily and (with 
some exceptions) gladly, a great sub 
continent and one in five of the 
woild’s population would now control 


Its own destiny All over Pakistan and 
the new India, the speeches rang out 
and the new’flags weie unluiled If 
anyone should question the goodwill 
that accompanied the exeicise, an In 
diun or a Briton could pointy to the 
figure of the first Goveinor (leneral 
toi Mountbatten had been asked to 
stay on in this role in fiee India, and 
had agreed, though foi a few months 
only (He had hoped to be (.oyernor 
(leneral of Pakistan, too but Iinnah 
who had been gianted almost every 
thing for which he had wotked, would 
not have that) 

The installation of Mountbatten as 
Governor General and now created an 
Earl, was as elabotate and stately as 
his installation as Viceroy barely five 
months earlier Messages of goodwill 
from the world’s rulers were read out, 
Mountbatt'en made a speech of 
friendship and gratitude, followed by 
that of Dr Kajendra Prasad in Hindi 
and then in English “Let us gratefully 
acknowledge, while our achievement 



IS in no small measure due to our own 
sufferings and sacrifices, it is also the 
result of world forces and events, and 
last though not least it is the cun 
summation and fulfilment of the his 
tunc tradition and democratic ideals 
of the British race ” That seemed to 
say It all 

Many more ceremonies and 
celebrations remained and nothing it 
seemed could tarnish the glitter and 
douse the happiness of that day—only 
perhaps the thought that at tlii' n o 
ment the man who had done auv c n ii 
all of them put together • v m m ■ 
her freedom felt no tal' ti i 
rather to mourn “It was t t •' 
country was free But moi f 
it was also torn asunder a I'i I 
For Mahatma ■Gandhi tht ^ v j i 
one place to be at this i r t < i 

noisome slum where In i i c i 

little peace and conlo a 

could fas* for his peopii ^ sin ii a 
V 'la !■ I'lid moiiiii * < !'i > 

ited as s. j.i as free ftn whub 'k u 





On the afternoon of SCf-jammiy 1943 Mountbatten re¬ 
ceived first t'lo i}reve tha' t’O'o iv/on had been found 
with gn'Oi iO- k ?’ ■ \sK'd o nu ; . • . ■ > '■^ed by Nehru, and 

that ku,y /('/;. f,.n loe S'lhneMinister. A 

tpw fhJnV.r.^ \r:er ibo oc .-.'; can:..' u'-oi the car's radio that 
Mahciim. i hji > mod ‘ • ’;' / ^ appalled conveys 

nothiiii; " i diooiih a:i n "> yki if tun-bed and utterly 
Hynh- o ; lu, hfk, piuctn ii kCoJseteno in death when 
(wt j'i ij h-ji ,\t,\t-. >:r j-.rUo/ov^d had already 


irdi>i.rT-ii .■> r.. t, < •:' !,'/»' ms a Muslim 

i uiit fi . IftIf11'.‘' ^ j ,t,r' Ia lOol. You 

A ■} Af iio‘htf !/: A , V s hi'. ■ 1<' •' ■ :? - f'o idea of course. 
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tl.e toipst'- to ttie mortuary and then 
loiiiitu’, t’l! hv Spirals tending the 
wouiult d lit i' ittoniptnig to allay their 
fcnis !>i till (._stmh|ed a city of the 
tlfiitl, viiii no iiuiisport cnteiing or 
leiviiig Soinoiio'A (landtii appeared 
(.11 the s( file of hoiror, a frail little 
spindlo legged saint whom Churchill 
nad twice ualled a seditious Middle 
I etnple lawyer now posing as a half- 
naked fakir 

111 a few d,ivs it was his seventy- 
( 'nhtli birthday “Send me only condo- 
Ion. es,” he said “ There is nothing but 
anguish in iny heart 1 cannot live 
ivhilc' hatred and killing mar the 
atmosphere ” He spoke, too, of the 
s'jffeiuigs of the refugees “1 have 
I'l aid ihat a convoy of Hindus and 
'»tkns '>7 miles long is pouring into the 
(Jnion from West Punjab It 
i.'.ti.e' iiiv braiii reel to think how this 
e-.ti {,'■ ‘^ath a happening is unpara- 
' i-,j in the history of the world and it 
• (I \ -I me hang my head in shame ” In 
'lit ..iiikst of these scenes of anarchy 
.'ttti dt'aih across the sub-continent, 
tilth Cdwina working as desperately 
a. (I (iffei lively as she had during the 
11 ? nith-rast Asia. Mount-. 

■ .iiiU : i„ they should lio( 

..ill 


T he Mountbattens were in India 
again a week later. Edwina went 
straight back to her relief work. Over 
and above the deaths by violence 
thousands were dying from exposure 
in the November winds in refugee 
camps in the Punjab. Two events fol 
lowed in swift succession, each mark 
mg symbolically the extremes under 
which the masses in India suffered 
The first was the Silver Jubilee of the 
Maharaja of Jaipur, as grand and 
glitteringly ostentatious and extrava¬ 
gant an affair as ever occurred m the 
days of the British Raj In this land of 
extremes, the scene in Jaipur con¬ 
trasted grotescjuely with those of not. 
pillage, rape and murder that stalked 
the nation 

In one more desperate attempt to 
stem the flow of violence and blood 
shed, in the New Year, Gandhi began a 
fast unto death and was soon so weak ^ 
that he had to be earned to prayer 
meetings Mountbatten visited him 
anxiously Mahatma was just able to 
whisper Roguishly he said, “It takes a 
fast to bring the mountain to 
Mahomet ” 

Then, on the afternoon of 30 Janu¬ 
ary 1948, Mountbatten returned to 
Delhi from a visit to Madras He ar¬ 
rived to receive first the grave news 
that two men had been found with 
grenades m a crowd being addressed 
by Nehru, and that they were certainly 
intended for the Prime Minister A few 
minutes later the news came over the 
tar’s radio that shots had been fired at 
Gandhi and that he had been hit three 
times Before a doctor could arrive 
Mahatma had died muttering, “Hey - 
Rama'” “To say that I was appalled 
conveys nothing,” said Mountbatten 
“I was numbed and utterly terrified 
His little pinched face looked serene 
in death when 1 went to his house, 
where a great crowd had already 
gathered 

“Somone in the crowd shouted, ‘It 
was a Muslim that did it!’ 1 immediate¬ 
ly shouted back, ‘You’re a fool You 
know nothing It was a Hindu ’ 

“1 had no idea, of course How could 
P But if It had been a Muslim, then 
civil war was inevitable and the car¬ 
nage terrible Luckily I was right. It 
was a Hindu fanatic.” 

Four months later, the term of 
Mountbatten’s office expired and he-4 
and his family prepared to leave India 
It was a parting of two friends and ' 
warm were the words, glittering the I 
ceremonies, generous the gifts on both 
sides Edwina in particular had forged j 
a deeply loving relationship with the I 
people to whom she had given so much 
of her time and energy and compas¬ 
sion. 

Mountbatten was seen in the sim¬ 
ple terms of a great and royal figure 
,who had given them their freedom. 
The love for him endured all hiS life 
In Britain when he was murdered 32 
:^ars later, there was a day of mourn¬ 
ing. In India, mourning was ordered 
for two weeks, and the feeling ran * 
evpn deeper among all classes includ- i 
'■ who had grown up since the I 
Iasi days of the British Ray. I 





^Edwina did not believe in 
being discreet’ 


By KHUSHWANT SINGH 


L HAD a few encounters with the 
iounthattens and was twice tick¬ 
ed off by Pandit Nehru for letting 
his rendezvous with the Countess 
get into the papers. 

It was the winter of 1947-48. Krish¬ 
na Menon was our High Commis¬ 
sioner in London; I his Public Rela¬ 
tions man. Krishna, who could be 
unbelievably rude to most people, 
could also be unbelievably fawning 
towards people who mattered He 
knew how enamoured the Nehrus 
and the Mountbattens were of each 
other and took great pains to culti¬ 
vate the Earl and his Lady. He had 
a room set apart in India House 
with a copper plate bearing the 
legend “Countess Mountbatten of 
Burma”. Since there was shortage 
of office space, I was put in that 
room with strict instructions to 
clear out at the slightest whisper of 
her Ladyship’s arrival. She never 
graced it with her presence. Her 
husband, however, had to use it as a 
waiting room on one occasion. He 
had been misinformed about the 
time of a reception and turned up 
15 minutes before he vras expected. 
He liked making spectacular en¬ 
tries and was very much out of 
countenance when instead of being 
greeted by the High Commissioner 
and his aides (to the playing of 
national anthems and booming of 
gun salutes) he was escorted by a 
messenger to the office reserved 
for his wife. He was in the First Sea 
Lord’s uniform, his chest ablaze 
with medals. He was in no mood to 
talk to me and brushed aside my 
attempts to engage him in con¬ 
versation. Then I boldly asked him 
if the partition of India had not 
been a great blunder. He drew 
himself up to his regal height and 
replied as if he was addressing a 
vast multitude; “I do not care what 
people say about me today; 1 will be 
jtdged at the bar of historv.” The 
statement was undoubtedly true 
but lacking in the modesty one 
associated with Rnglishmen of the 
.upper classes. The nlue blood that 
coursed in Lord Louis’ veins was 
almost entirely German not En¬ 
glish. A few months later he got the 
chance to display himself In the 
manner that suited his tempera¬ 
ment. This was at the Canadian 
Trade Fair at Toronto. For reasons 
whit;h transpired later, he had 
asked the Indian High Commission 
in Ottawa (where I was then serv¬ 
ing) to provide him with escort. It 
was a bright sunnv'morning. Lord 



At the first Independence Day celebrations 


Mountbatten was decked up in his 
shimmering, silver-white shark¬ 
skin uniform with gold epaulettes, 
gold and silver medals ablaze in the 
sunlight. He marched in front; four 
blacks (two of them including my¬ 
self pearded and turbaned) behind 
him.'Here was the last of the Vicer¬ 
oys of India with all that the British 
Empire had stood for in its sun- 
never-sets glory. Hallelujah I 
My encounters with Nehru and 
Edwiya were of a different sort. I 
was one of a handful of officers to 
receive'Panditji on a bitingly cold 
winter night at London airport. At 
Krishna Menon’s prodding,! intro¬ 
duced myself to the Prime Minister 
and asked him if he had any in¬ 
structions for me. “What, at this 
time of the nighti” he snapped 
“You can go home.” 

The next morning, I found a note on 
my table asking me to see the High 
Commissioner at once. “The old 
man is furious with you,” Menon 
told me. “What have 1 done?” I 
pleaded. “Have you seen The 
Herald?" he asked and showed me 
a large photograph on the front 
page, depicting Panditji outside the 
Mountbatten's home, the door 
slightly ajaf with Lady Mountbat¬ 
ten in her night gown. The caption 
read: “Lady Mountbatten’s mid¬ 
night visitor." Menon warned me to 
keep out of Panditji’s sight for a 
couple of days. 

Three days later there was yet 
another picture in another paper 
showing Panditji and Lady Mount¬ 
batten diniiu together in a Greek 
restaurant. This time there was a 
note from M. 0. Mathai, saying that 
Panditji wanted to see me. I went to 
Ciaridges hotel, expecting the 
worst. I entered Panditji’s room. He 
demanded: “Who are vou?” I rein¬ 
troduced myseit. “What do you 


want?” he asked. "Sir, you seni for 
me. I am your press officer.” He 
gave me a withering look and re¬ 
marked. “You have strange notions 
of publicity.” 

It was not for me to tell him that 1 
had nothing to do with those pic¬ 
tures and that he should have been 
more discreet. However, a couple of 
times I saw Countess Edwina with 
Panditji, I could guess that Edwina 
did not believe in being discreet 
and probably never gave Panditji a 
chance of being so. She took his 
hand in hers in front of people' it 
wis as candid a gesture as it was 
affectionate. No more. Edwina had 
been known to have had many 
lovers—now named in Mountbat¬ 
ten’s two biographies: Richard 
Hough’s Mountbatten: Hero of our 
Time and Charles Smith’s Fifty 
Years with Mountbatten. Amongst 
the lovers listed are a pianist, Paul 
- Robson, the six-foot-seven-inch tall 
Negro singer, the Earl of Sefton and 
our own Panditji. According to the 
biogiaphers. Lord Mountbatten, in¬ 
stead of feeling peeved as a cuck¬ 
olded husbano, actually clucked 
with pride at his wife’s imidelities. 
As the holy book says, it is as 
difficult to know the ways of a man 
with a maid as it is to tell the ways 
of the eagle in the air, the way of a 
serpent on the rock and the way of 
a ship in the midst of the sea. But 
we can be pretty certain that the 
one price people in the public eye 
have to pay for their popularity is 
to deprive themselyes of the right 
of leading private lives of their 
own. Every move they make is seen 
by thousands of people, every 
friendship exaggerated into an 
affair. I go along with Indira Gan¬ 
dhi when she dismisses L’affaire 
Nehru-Edwina as “ridiculous.” 
CourtM)' HndutUn Thtim 


u 1 


• 17 



ff 



hJ'i 



Me 

y for 
radabdTd 


Bv SYED SHAHABUDDIN^MP 



HAVE just returned from a second visit to 
I Moradabad, just over a month after the 
a trafcpdv on Id I feei lost and helpless Have 
J hearts turned into stones’ How can man be so 

-insensitive to pain, to suffering, to a human 

tragedy of this exti aordinary dimension’ You see fear and 
terror writ large on the faces of the people, you notice 
suspicion and oistrust, they open out their hearts and then 
ask you not to take notice, not to do anything about it, least 
they face more beatings, more repression, more breaking of 
bones—maybe defith' You see rows of people in a hospital 
ward, each with a broken limb, broken by the'police, 
deliberately, calcuiatedly, coldly, each telling more or less 
the same story, of police breaking into a house, arresting 
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!, beating them up, throwing them into prison on 
false, trumped-up charges 

You hear of PAC looting shops and homes, you hear of 
PAC participating in an orgy of destruction, you hear of 
persons taken away and traceless, you hear of men and 
women who have turned mad with grief, of babies crymg 
out for their missing fathers You near, till your senses 
refuse to take any more And yet, since the authorities are 
against “them," they do not matter And you know that it 
could be you, your children, your relations, your hiftne, your 
shop, your place of worship, your mohdUa —no matter who 
you are, what your status is, what your ideology is 

And there is so little you can do, yes, you can speak to 
the local authorities, to the Home Minister, to the Pnme 
Minister, write to them So what’ Are they omniscient, 
omnipotent’ How can they stem this tide of hate? How can 
they clear the air of this pollution’ How can they take the 
bug out of the system’ 

In the darkness that has descended upon this unhappy 
city, I see no light in this encircling gloom, no hope of 
redemption I feel as if the milk of human kindness has 
ceased to flow and the wells of human compassion have run 
dry But have they’ 

The Jamshedpur tragedy of 1979, whose high point was 
the macabre roasting alive of a busload of women and 
children, was marked by a wave of sympathy for the 
victims, by objective and in depth analyses by the media, 
by generous public response to relief operations There was 
sanity, compassion, hope in the public response—as if the 
blood had not been let in vain The Moradabad tragedy, in 
many ways a watershed in the history of communal 
violence, symptomatic and symbolic of complete alienation 
between the police and the Muslim community, has failed 
to stir the hearts of the nation, to generate any such wave of 
sympathy 

There is an eene silence over the moral landscape, as if 
conscience has gone to sleep, as if the yictims are not our 
flesh and blood, as if the bond of common nationhood has 
broken down 

Look at how the country reacted to the killing of the 
Chopra children Look at how our junsts and inteflectuals 
protested at the drowning of the known criminal Sundar 
Look at how we reacted to the Baghpat incident And then 
look at Moradabad 

Today, but for a few discordant voices—it is silence all 
around, acceptance of atrocities The politician is silent; 
this 1 $ understandable, he has his constituency to look 
after The Gandhi Peace Foundation is also silent. The 
Citizens for Democracy are silent, the Sarvodaya crowd is 
silent, Vinobd fihave is silent, the civil liberty waUahs are 
silent, the intellectuals, the academicians, the jurists are 
silent, the students and the youth are silent The believers 
jn spiritualism, the fighters for human rights in Kampuchea 
and the liberation of Afj^anistan are silent There is no 
sense of outrage, no air of protest, no cry of repugnance, no 
rejection of brutality—why? Would Gandhi and JP have 
remained silent? 

From the word go, the media presented a distorted 
picture—our great free press initially played into the hands 






of the local police and magistracy, the normal source of 
information in such situations. But how could the police and 
the magistracy tell the truth when they are a party and, by 
all indications, the guilty party. You can’t ask them to 
incriminate themselves and not to fabricate lies, not to try 
to cover up their crime. Hence the barrage of concocted 
rumours competently broadcast by, the mass media. Laten 
more lies, to sustain the original lie. The sin was compouna 
ed a thousand-fold—churned out day in and day out, 
intensifying the image sought to be projected, strengthen¬ 
ing It, giving it a lip of its own, a momentum which takes it 
out with the world beyond. 

Yes, the propaganda was cleverly orchestrated, diaboli¬ 
cally planned, but you must ask why it was lapped up by our 
discerning public, our elitist opinion. makers. That is the 
important question. 

Because the seeds fell on a fertile ground and overnight 
sprouted into a crop of certitude. The people behind the 
stories, the “objective” analysis, the “factual” reports, the 
“unbiased” comments, were inclined to believe it, because 
there is an undercurrent of suspicion, distrust, even hatred 
and contempt for the Muslim—the end-product of our 
history, our education ^d our politics. 

E ven the voices speaking up against the police atrocity 
arc shy, half-hearted, apologetic. “We all know how 
terrible the police is but what can we do about him; we have 
to tolerate him.” “The Muslim may indeed be a foreign 
agent but we ourselves are responsible for what he is.” “He 
IS a fanatic by birth and by faith, violence is his second 
nature, Arab money has gone to his head, a little chastenihg 
would have done him no harm, but the killing was not really 
necessary ” “Tut, tut, we are not a violent people, why can’t 
wc change him by moral force?” 

I'he image that has been projected* is that the Muslim, 
unless he is contained and firmly handled and unless his 
nefarious conspiracies and designs are defeated, is just 
about to take over the country, with fire and sword, through 
simultaneous uprising in several parts of the country, with 
the help of Pakistani arms, Arab money and CIA agents. 
China must indeed be thankful that it is not brought in. 

The public has come to believe not only that the Muslims 
of Moradabad had attacked the police at the Idgah and the 
police fired to save their lives, but that throughout Muslims 
have continued to snipe at the police from rooftops, that 
there shall be no peace until they are totally disarmed. The 
general public instinctively believes that “miscreants” 
means “Muslims”, that if firearms have been seized, they 
must be from Muslim hands; that if arms dumps have been 
discovered, they must be in Muslim homes, that if Muslims 
have been ariested, they must have done some wrong, that 
if their bones are broken, they must have begun the 
violence • 

A responsible newspaper comes out with a screaming 
headline. “Moradabad has more arms than UK” and 
everybody believes it And the national press merrily 
publishes stories of 163 PAC jawans killed in Moradabao^; 
of 400 Home Guards missing in Aligarh, of the Moradabad 
kotwah razed to the ground by Muslim mobs; of Pakistani 
agents arrested and interrogated. Ornaniser, the RSS 
mouthpiece, gives a name to the Muslims—“armed rebels ” 
No one protests. Girilal Jain, the respected doyen of Indian 
journalism, weaves a whole theory of the hidden hand 
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around one single “fact”—which turns out to be a lie—and 
scores of letters applaud his objectivity and his greal 
service to the nation in weaving this plot. 

And what was that “fact ?” That a shot was fired at the 
police from inside the Idgah. Let us examine how absurd 
this lie IS—so absurd indeed that no one even mentions il 
now. 

• No one heard a shot 

• No one saw a Muslim carry a firearm. 

• No spent cartridw wgs, found in the Idgah 

• No firearm was left behind in the stampede. 

• No house in front of the Idgah has a bullet mark. 

• No policeman received a bullet or a pellet injury 

• And why should the group which had plahned to attack 
the police choose the Idgah and the Id day^ And why should 
it begin its operations, so chivalrously, with brickbats? 

You must ask what was the purpose of this conspiracy. 
You are told, to pressurise Mrs Gandhi on Afghanistan, on 
Assam, on Kashmir, to weaken and destabilise the country; 
to slow down us progress And you nod your head in wise 
agreement. 

That the BJP joins in this song and dance about the 
“foreign hand” and “deep conspiracy” is no wonder After 
ail, they are the self-appointed knights-errant of “national 
ism.” But in Moradabad, about every Hindu I met believes 
It There is perfect polarisation, there are no Congressites, 
no Jawahantes Truly was 1 told by a respected citizen, a 
Hindu- “It is not the RSS but the RSS philosophy which is in 
the forefront.” 

But the fact is that out of 144 officially killed, 121 are 
Muslims, at least 75 per cent ot the injured, of the 1,600 
arrested, of the beaten up, are Muslims, nearly all shops 
looted, all houses searched or looted are Muslims’ And the 
arms In four weeks, the police have seized only 200 
firearms, mostly unlicensed, and only four of them are of 
foreign makes! And yet the Muslim in Moradabad is on the 
warpath! 


I N a democratic society, peaceful protest against injustice 
is not only a right, it is a duty. Spontaneous protest took 
place throughout the country on the following Friday, 15 
August, in a few places, they got out of hand and resulted in 
confrontatioti with the police and of course in massive 
reprisals. But can some isolated instances establish a 
pattern or design? Can it prove a nationwide conspiracy to 
attack the police? 

By talking of conspiracies, so long as you do not name 
the parties to the conspiracy, you can keep everyone happy 
because everyone can identify it with his here no/rf- • 
Muslim is happy that the government means the R ■ <: 
Hindu is happy that the Muslim League is me 'i 

secularist is happy that the RSS-Jamaat-e-IsI . 

has been finally unearthed; ilu- (onimimtsi 
the CIA has been caught red Imixit <1 A >•■1 ii- 
our omnipotent sa/kar whub (.mimi m >l< 
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in Delhi, promises to crush the conspirators and this strikes 
a responsive chord and the nation bursts into applause 

Of course, the government must keep everyone guessing 
and every one reasonably happy You may whisper in 
private about the atrocities of the PAC, but condemn it, 
disarm it, no, how can you’ They would rise in revolt It 
. does not matter if the ultimate result is the widening of the 
emotional gap, a setback to national integration But who 
cares’ 

The bogies we raise divert national attention from the 
task of economic development, from diagnosing failures 
and taking remedial action It generates an air of com 
placency and self satisfaction, while 33 years after inde 
pendence, 60 per cent of our people continue to live below 
the poverty line, like a sub human species, devoid of 
dignity and hope 

Have the people become immune to violence, insensitive 
to human tragedy, neutral m the face of atrocities and 
massacre’ It is not only that they begin to think that the 
Muslims of Moradabad, Aligarh, and Allahabad are getting 
what they deserve, and we need waste no tears over them 
But with repeated exposure, thev become callous, apathetic 
spectators who accept injustice and tolerate inhumanity, in 
tins land which produced Buddha and Gandhi Or maybe 
Gandhi alone understood us and tried to liberate us trom 
ourselves Perhaps we are a violent people, a haidened 
people, having lived through centuries ot violence 

The real question is not how to save the Muslim 
community but how to save the nation tiom the undercut 
rent of hatred and violence which is consuming all oui finei 
sensibilities The real question is not what to do about 
Muiadabad but how to save the country from this apathy to 
1 lolence which will one day break it into pieces as surely as 
night follows the day 

Aien’t we human beings before we are anything else’ It 
there is any spark of humanity left in us, let us pool those 
little sparks to guide us through this moial wasteland If we 
ate still capable of tears, let us pool the tears we are vet to 
shed and then we shall see the tragedy in all its dimensions 

A POLICE force should never lose its temper, or become 
vindictive, it should be objective in its assessment in 
moments of crisis and firm and controlled in its responses 
measured in the use of us power But what do you sav to a 
man with a gun when he favours a murderer a lootti an 
aisonist When lust and violence grip his being, ht tan 
never be your defender the protector of your life and 
honour and propertv What do you do with him’ 

What IS Mrs Gandhi up to’ Has she lost hei grip, her will, 
ot IS she playing deliberately to the gallery of Hindu 
chauvinism’ She is an astute politician and she knows 
which gallery to plav to at which time She is ruthless and 
amoral in her choice She knows that when all else tails, 
when her government bogs down under the weight of its 
incompetence, when she defaults on delivery of the goods 
she has promised she can divert attention and harsh 
criticism onlv by touching hidden subliminal chords in the 
datk lecesses of the Indian soul 'What better than a 
combination of the enemv knocking at the door and the 
fifth column operating within so you have the deliberate 
policy of fomenting tension with the neighbours—this was 
foieseen—and now vou have the ‘rebellious’ Muslim, a 
God send indeed' Together they provide a beautiful and 
effective scenario for staving in power 

Mrs Gandhi wears many masks The historian may well 
find It difficult to recognise or delineate her real face Even 
the contemporaries have to ask at times, “Will the real Mrs 
Gandhi step out’’’ Her forte is crisis management She has 
polished brinkmanship into a fine art Power is to her an 
end in itself and for power she will sup with the devil and, if 
necessary, dun a saffron garb A mpnth after Moradabad, 
ask who has benefitted most’ Moradabad has dominated 
the headline for weeks—displacing economic crises, price 
use scarcity, bieakdown of law and order, internal rival 
1 les within the ruling party, the do nothingness of adminis- 
tiation all forgotten or relegated to obscurity Even Assam 
does not make headlines What happened to the Gujaiat 
agitation no one seems to remember Mrs Gandhi has 
managed to wring the last drop of political juice from this 
tragedy 











The myth of population explosion 


other day, a > 
arr -^ <• 

from Delhi ^ x axam an • 
port after a stint with 
the World Bank, told 
me, "I tell you, unless India cracks 
down on the population growth, 
there is no hope for our economic 
plans ” I countered his revelation 
with another, “Unless India can 
control the monsoons, there is no 
hope for stable food production.” 

My expert friend was stunned . 
He argued with me that despite all 
the hbcus-pocus on rain-making 
machines, monsoons cannot be con¬ 
trolled, and therefore the best 
alternative was a massive irrigation 
programme to remove the uncer¬ 
tainty of water supply that the 
monsoon represents. “Exactly!” I 
said triumphantly. Population 
growth in India cannot be control¬ 
led at will, despite all the hocus- 
ocus on sterilisation, lUCDs etc, 
ut the best alternative was a mas¬ 
sive boost in the production of 
essential commodities and services. 

By now my expert friend’s knees 
began to wobble and his bps to 
quiver The brainwashing be had 
received about India’s population 
growth in the air-conditioned com¬ 
fort of the World Bank did not allow 
him to swallow something so radi¬ 
cally different Lest I cause further 
brain concussion, I departed from 
the scene < 



Economics 
,and Policy 


By SUBRAMANIAM SWAMY 



It has always amazed me how 
India, a nation oi such intelligent 
souls, accepts everything uncriti- 
callv that the West dishes out in the 
form of articulated nonsense—to 
suit their imperialist designs, tor 
years we believed that the English 
were unwilling rulers of India, and 
had come for our benefit' Our intel¬ 
lectuals are so completely captive 
even today that it embarrasses me 
if someone calls me an intellectual. 
Indian intellectuals merely articu¬ 
late for a domestic setting concepts 
of the safed chamrha (white skin). 
No deviation from these concepts 
is permitted, but ingenuity and 
originality to sustain these con¬ 
cepts are lauded. For a free India 
we must build an intellectual base 
to demolish these concepts. 

The “population problem” is one 
such Western concept that needs to 
be demolished. All talk of controll- 
iftg drastically India’s population is 
a conspiracy of white nations 
rooted in the fear that brown skins 
will swarm the world, greedUy cast¬ 
ing eyes on the uninhabit,ed lands 
of Australia and Latin America. 

Let me argue as an economist to 
sustain what I am saying in political 
terms. What is the most sophisti¬ 
cated economic argument for 
population control? That we need 



» 'sources to feed rhf . i tation, 

I ' a .arct v baby 

burn 1 i-'auurces in terms of 

hospitals, schools, colleges, factor 
ies, etc., to provide for that baby. If 
that baby was not born, we could 
use those resources to provide more 
for those already born. Hence 
population control. 

Paradoxically, 1 agree with this 
reasoning! But the economist with* 
in me says.that to prevent thdt baby 
from being born, / also require 
resources in terms of clinics,' mobile 
vans, doctors, instruments^ etc. So 
in terms of economic logic of using 
resources most-efficiently, I mu» 
know which of the two alternatives 
requires more resources: to provide 
for the baby bom or to prevent the 
baby from being born? 

All my studies show that In the 
present conditions prevailing in the 
country, if it requires Rs X for the 
first alternative, then it requires Ri 
2X (le. twice) for the second 
alternative. Good economics 
means making efficient choice be¬ 
tween competing alternatives; 
therefore, to save resources, the 
government ought at present plas 
to provide for the baby born only. 

However, 1 must add a numb» 
of qualifications to the above re¬ 
volutionary t'leorem (which is 
embarrassingly similar to the old 
Marxist view). 

I'llstly, 1 am not advocatin’ that 
more population is a i ood thing 1 
am merely saying that preventing 
births in the present context of oar 
development will require more re¬ 
sources than providing for it. 

Secondly, the cost ramifications 
of the two alternatives may change, 
say 10 years from now. It may 
indeed become cheaper to prevent 
a birth than to provide fur it. 

Thirdly, we still plunk for family 
planning on non-economic grounds. 
For example, continuous childbear¬ 
ing erodes the freedom of the 
woman. Or, a huge population may 
contribute to environ mental pollu¬ 
tion But then we ought to honestly 
state so. i am for family planning, 
even if it means burning our re¬ 
sources, to It berate the Indian 
woman 

Slowly the non-econoinic argu¬ 
ments are seeping into the Indian 
consciousness. Therefore India’s 
birth rates have come down over 
the last 70 years—from 47 per 
thousand to 35 per thousand Fami¬ 
ly planning-wa/as want that decline 
to be even. more. To them I say: 
“Your only hope is to bring out the 
Durga in every woman.” But can - 
the country afford that? We have 
experimented with one Durga re¬ 
cently with disastrous consequ¬ 
ences 
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ECOIMOMY 


The haves thrive on the miseries 

of the have-nots' 



said; 


N the eve of the thirty- 
third anniversary of Inde¬ 
pendence Day, the hon- 
'ble President of India in 
a nationwide broadcast 


The rising pnces and increasing 
disparities, making the rich much 
richer and the poor still poorer, are 
widening the gulf between the few 
haves thriving on the miseries of 
the have-nots, and the deprived 
masses left with little hope of any 
better life in the foreseeable 
future.This segment of the pres¬ 
idential speech seems fo have three 
pms; first, the gulf between the few 
rich and the many poor is widening; 
second, the haves thrive on the mis¬ 
eries of the have-nofs; and third, there 
is little hope of any better life for the 
deprived masses in the foreseeable 
future. The second proposition—the 
haves thrive on the miseries of the 
have-nots—h one of the most para¬ 
doxical iron laws of the economic life 
in India today. 

A rich man’s son hardly remains 
unemployed; a poor man’s son rarely 
finds a job. Nothing succeeds like 
success: the winner takes it all, while 
only failure piles upon failure on the 
other side of the line. The prosperity 
of the few is built upon the poverty of 
.many. The poorer you are, the worse 
are your prospects. Such is the vicious 
spiral of Indian economics. 

The record of 30 years of planned 
economic development has a positive 
side: foodgrains production has gone 
up from 50 million tonnes in 19^ to 
Mme 130 million tonnes in 1980, that 
is, by 160 per cent; national income 
has risen by 175 per cent, and indust¬ 
rial output by 300 per cent, as against 
an 80 per cent growth in population. 
Our misery cannot therefore be 
ascribed wholly to demographic proc¬ 
livity. The record has also a negative 
side: the number .of people below the 
poverty line has increased; the back¬ 
log of unemployment has mounted day 
by day to reach the level of 20 million 

e irsons (in standardised units) in 
arch 1978, and every year another 
fix million persons are entering the 
labour force, with little chance of 
getting a meaningful occupation. 
Accorcnng to the studies conducted by 
the Reserve Bank of India, the pattern 
of ownership distribution of assets 
among rural households has sharply 
determrated, while the top ten per 
cent has cornered the gains. The decin- 
nial census and other independent 
surveys indicate a swelling of the 
ranks of impoverished agricultural 
'-“.'ourers The common man finds it 


By RANJIT SAU 



increasinglv difficult to make both 
ends meet, to the despair of the cele¬ 
brated Engel's law the portion of the 
household budget spent on food items 
(mainly agricultural goods) is rising, 
leaving less and less for industrial 
goods, even though in official statistics 
the per capita national income has 
nearly doubled. 

To be sure, the vicious spiral of 
economics also operates regionally. 
Some areas of the country, even 
though endowed with enormous natu¬ 
ral resources, continue to lag behind 
those which had an early start. The 
Indian economy, as it were, harbours 
within Itself a few metropolitan 
growth centres that get themselves 
supplied with provisions from ‘colo¬ 
nial’ hinterlands. Indeed, all this is not 
surprising; for this is pfecisely how the 
capitalist pattern of economic de¬ 
velopment works. A quantum of be¬ 
nefits do trickle down to the hinter¬ 
land, but those again are cornered by a 
tiny minority arid the vast masses 
languish in poverty The history of 
several centuries and of many coim- 
tries bears testimony for it. 

The government does try to soften 
the rough edges of this inexorable 
process of development-and- 
underdevelopment. It offers relief me¬ 


asures in one form or another, whose 
apparent generosity varies in propor¬ 
tion with the deepening crisis. But it 
cannot stem the dialectic. • 

But, why is there this irony of 
economics? Why this cruel joke’ Why 
can’t we have a harmonious growth, 
where everybody gains? At any rate, 
how does somebody grow at the ex¬ 
pense of somebody else? ' 

For their material existence, hu¬ 
man beings in a society produce, in 
interaction with nature, a set of goods 
and services every year; these are 
together called national income A 
part of the national income is given 
out to workers for their maintenance, 
the remaining part is known as the 
surplus. Now, three parties—namely, 
the landlords, merchants and capital- 
ists^lay their respective claims on 
this surplus: these are the three ruling 
glasses who appropriate the surplus. 
Each tries to grab as much as it can. If 
national income is, say, Rs 1()0 crores, 
and Rs 60 crores is the subsistence 
requirement of the workers, then the 
surplus is Rs 40 crores which is shared 
by the three ruling classs. Should the 
merchant jack up nis margin to get a 
bigger slice of the surplus, naturally 
the landlords and capitalists would 
feel the pinch So they would also 
jump into the fray with larger claims 
The conflict can be reconciled momen¬ 
tarily by enlarging the size of the 
, surplus, which means a reduction in 
the workers’ subsistence. This process 
goes on. 

Over tune the national income may 
rise, but the contending ruling classes 
manage to reduce their mutual tension 
by passing on the brunt to the common 
man. In other words, it is the imman¬ 
ent urge of the landlords, traders and 
capitalists to grab more .and more, 
which takes the masses to the brink of 
starvation. A stage may be reached 
when the capitalist succeeds in estab-' 
lishing his class hegemony over the 
landlords and traders; then this acri¬ 
mony among the ruling classes may 
cease, but that is a different matter. 

In India, the landlords, traders and 
capitalists are almost equally power¬ 
ful; so the competition among them is 
quite intense, wtween them it is of 
course a friendly match, because none 
of them has to suffer at the end; they 
enjoy at our expense. The haves thrive 
on the miseries of the have-nots. 

We do not know how the hon’ble 
President looks at it. We have only 
given our observation^. But certainly 
the President has correctly enunciated 
a fundamental theorem on the Indian 
economy at the present stage. 

Thank you, Mr President. 
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UP: 

The troubled 
heart of India 

More tbao a Himilreit viiieat ail restless days after Visliwanatli Pratap Siniili 
entered office Jttar Pradesh is stiil lookioa for“tbe governineRt thaf works.” 
UOAriN SHIRMA reports. 
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W “| hen we reached Lucknow 
on 18 September the skv 
wa^ overcast, the next 
morning it was pouring, 

_ and s<H>n lite was para 

lysed in lucknow, even the trains 
weie not leaving the picturesque 
Lucknow station To compound the 
miseiv, a wildcat strike by power en 
gineeis in Kanpui had plunged most 
cities and towns of the state into 
darkness Ttu weather office said that 
the suddi n deluge was due to a deep 
deprtssion tt Hiring around Allaha 
bad which was moving northwards 
accompanied bv stormy winds If anv 
one was seaiclung for a belter allegorv 
for the political situation in Uttar 
I’radt sh todav it would be hard to find 
one The pie.int t hitf Ministei comes 
fiom Allahabad and enough stoimv 
winds hue accompanied him in his 
huiidiedoad days in powei His only 
achievement secons to be that he has 
made Ram Nan sh V id i\ into an on 
suspected litio propli say that eten 
Yada\ s janata govi iiimt in which till 
then ptihaps held the u cord of being 
the woist I P had cv< i had eems to 
have been much btttcr than Vish 
wancth I’latap Siiigh''- 

In the middle of Sepiimbci Chict 
Minisiti V P Singh had taken what 
SCI med to hiv delt ictois to be a long 
oveidne stcji he tilt ni a Icitei offer 
mg to resign 'o the Prime Mmistci In 
tact the Pi line Ministci must have 
conic to Inow of lus iiouU intentions 
from ihc igt ties tclcpimtci at hei 
house bicju.e Siiigti had snlimitttd a 
copt of hi Icttci to the Press e\en 
btloic It reached the PM But this 
gesture paid off handsomeh is the 
PM told him to toigit about rcsigiia 
tion and coniitiue his work V P Singh 
cltarlv ha> a shrewd advise i By taking 
th< initiative and offering his r< signa 
tion lu had deal l> preempted dissi 
dents 111 his Party who might go to the 
High Command to demancl Ins lesigna 
tion foi iht uiiei tailuic ol goyciii 
ment which L P is euimuly wiints 
sing 

And It IS not |ust a failuie in 
tackling commun il iiots oi police 
atrocities It was not V P Stngh but 
Biahrn Dutr who singlehandcdly tai k 
led the serious situation created by ihi 
powci sttikc Cities already dimly lit 
went completely daik Industries wtic 
dosed both passenger and goods 
trains weie cancelled on the important 
aiteiv hetwccrtMughdlsaiai and Uelhi 
yia Kanpui and lundla While the 
slate was lacing a ,eveie crisis the 
(hici Minister was in Delhi (among 
othci things asking Raiiv C,andhi to 
|oin politics) He ictuitu^d only on 21 
September, and met a delegation of 
the strikers at his residence foi next 
moining’s fiont page photographs But 
what the newspapers did not lepoit 
was that tor almost two weeks the CM 
had found viitually no time foi the 
accumulating files in his otlicc and 
was either in Delhi oi spending long 
hours with his secretaries at suite 
number one of the state guest house at 
Mira Bdi Marg 

Despite the official support of RHi 




of the 421 MLAs in the Assembly, V P. 
Singh, the twelfth Chief Minister of 
India’s most populous, and most politi- 
(.ally sensitive state has not been able 
to get tomfortably astride that buck 
tng horse called administration He 
was made CM bv the late Sanjay 
Gandhi, partly because he was the 
younger brother of the father in law of 
Sanjay Singh, Sanjay Gandhi's most 
tiust^ friend in UP politics Mrs Gan¬ 
dhi has stood firmly by V P Singh so 
far, not encouraging his detractors, 
and allowing him the opportunity to 
work without subversive pressure 
from his own Party But despite this 
advantage, Singh has not been able to 
get a grip on his job To begin with, his 
ministry is incomplete (this sefems to 
be a chronic disease with the (urrent 
set of Congress(I) governments) A 
team of 20, including ministers of 
state, IS dismally trying to run the 
most difficult state in the country And 
»he lack of decisiveness on even cru 
iirfl matters can be gauged from the 
l.ict that for the fust time in the 
iiistoiy of the UP Vidfian Sabha, a pro 
'em speakei had to conduct the busi 
ntss of the house foi the first two 
wciks, as the treasury benches could 
not decide on a name for the new 
speaker f he upper house the Vidhan 
Parishad, is even today being piesided 
'vei by the pro tern ihaiiinan B B 
Singh Chandel 

U P’s students have been the banana 
peel of many a Chief Minister 
Normally, there are two ministers of 
cabinet rank in the depaitinent of 
education, one looks after highei 
education, and the ether is in charge 
of intermediate and primary educa 
tion In addition theie is always a 
minister of state in chargfe of technical 
education and adult education In the 
present government there is only one 
minister ol state tor education, Mrs 
Swaroop Kumari Baxi, and she is ex 
peered to handle the full )ob No 
wonder Allahabad Univeisitv, which 
larely if ever delayed its examina 
lions, IS vet to hold the examinations 
for the academic veai 1978 79 A fai 
lure ol the past goveinment has been 
compounded bv the present one 
Most universities have alitadv seen 
Dolice lathi chaiges this yeai as stu 
dents express then dissatisfaction 
over administiative apathy—or use 
the absence ot fiim goveinment to 
indulge themselves While the Allaha 
bad Univeisitv has not held examina 
lions the Allahaliad board which ton 
tioK stcondaiv and inteimediate ex 
aminaiions in the state has had to 
orilei a letoid number of le 
t xaminations in I*! subiects This too is 
uiothei fust 

On f) Apt il, dui mg Pi esident’s Rule, 
which was the de facto lulc of Saniay 
Gaiulhi thiough the two ( P N Singhs 
(the oldei one was the governoi, the 
'ouiigei one is now the minister foi 
state foi defence in Delhi), the district 
niagistiate and distiicl supply offitei 
"I Siiltanput seized 20,000 hues ot 
diesel fiom a pump U turned out that 
lilt ownei of the pump was a fiiend of 


Sanjay Siqgh, who belongs to the ad- 
joinins Ametbi district. In the end, the 
two onicers found themselves trans¬ 
ferred Then, on 24 August, long after 
the new government took over, the 
town of Muzaffamagar witness^ a 
unique sight Members of a flying 
squad of the sales tax department 
were handcuffed and paraded through 
the town because they had seized a 
few trucks carrying contraband to a 
factory owned by a minister in the V. 
P Singh government. 

In yet another di^lay of the arro¬ 
gance of power, a CongressH) MLA 
Shyam Lai Bajpai told the government 
on the floor of the Assembly that if 
they did not transfer the SP of Bara- 
banki, he (the MLA) would personally 
break the SP’s jaws The officer was 
immediately transferred in order to 
keep his jaws in place The district, 
magistrate of Ballia is now on leave, 
after he had a quarrel with the well 
known hijacker MLA Bhola Pandey 
He IS now sitting in Lucknow and 
pleading with the authorities to trans 



fei him out of Bdllid as he is afraid to 
Slav in the same place as Pandey 
The Chief Ministei has been mak 
mg a show of honesty and efficiency 
hv personally taking i aiding parties to 
ration shops suspected of indulging in 
hoarding etc But the irony is that, a 
number of times he has reached the 
suspect’s shop only to find the shop 
keepei waiting for him with garlands' 
Obviously the news of the laid had 
been leaked out The CM’s cffoits to 
cuih coi iiption m othei woids, are 
being s ihotaged right undei his nose 
In sonu cases, officials of the govern 
ment itself ait diverting wheat to the 
blackmaiket Seasoned I ucknow 
watchers admit that thete is nothing 
new in linaiicieis having links with 
politicians L B Gupta used to make 
his fundgivcrs MPs and MLCs. and 
othei politicians have obliged their 
moneved ft iciuls m difteicnt ways But 
rarelv have things been as bad as this 
One of the maioi piomises that 
brought the (ongicssll) to power in 
UP was that thev would lestoie law 


and order. The preceding Banarsi Das 
mvemment was destroyed by the 
Narainpur outrage, but Narainpur 
seems comparatively mild compared 
to what has happened in Moradabad, 
Baghpat, Unnao, Banda, Barabanki 
Even if one cannot expect the centre 
to dismiss the state government on 
these grounds, surely the police have 
given enough reason for V P Singh to 
hang his head in shame The police 
have become a force of “encounters ” 
The state police handouts have admit 
ted that mere have been more than 
400 encounters with “criminals” in the 
pa^t few months True, there is often 
reason for the police to open fire on 
dacoits in the course of arresting them, 
or preventing dacoity But such is the 
loss of credibility (more so, since theft 
and dacoity are not coming down) that 
people believe that the police are 
using the cover of the “encounter” to 
kill onW those with whom they have 
some enmitv The CM defended his 
police force in the Assembly thus 
“Mere haath khoon sc lathpath ham. 



Brahm Dutt 


ai khoonion ke khoon se lathpath 
am (It IS true mv hands are bloody, 
but thev <11 e blwidv with the blood of 
criminals) ’ There can’t Ik- manv sec 
tions ot the Indian Penal (.ode which 
allow such goiv handling of the law 
and Older situation 

I n an unprecedented case of coi i u|) , 
tion, one SP(Vigilancei of the UP 
government is said to have demanded 
a brilie from the SP of Barabanki That 
Itself mav not be unusual, but the SP 
ot Baiabanki had secierlv taped ihi 
entire discussion about the hiihe anil 
has oflered the tapes to thi t M 
One of the maior reasons toi tin. 
dissatisfaction m the adinmistiation is 
the laige number of tiansfiis that 
have lieen done under political pi< ss 
ure the buieaucrat or tlie point ottn 
ei has little hope ol -ttilini, down in 
any place unless he is on (In i ighi side 
of the local Congiessdi hossi s loo 
manv tiansfers look pi m tlniiin Pn 
ident’s Rule and now tin tin’id 
goveinment has tontiini" d this I nl 
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habit. In its tyst hundred days in 
power, at least w district magistrates 
have been shifted Some of the trans¬ 
fers have been silly in the extreme 
The municipal administtarurs and the 
DM.s of the five most important ttiwns 
in UP, Kanpur, Agra, Varanasi, Allaha,- 
bad and the capital, Lucknow, have 
been changed more than once Allaha¬ 
bad has seen three senior ,SPs in the 
past 100 days The first S,SP, Mr Sinha, 
was transferred after a month and a 
half of V. P Singh becoming CM Hts 
successor, Ginsh Bihaii, was allowed 
to remain in Allahabad tor just 40 
hours, because of the enmitv of one of 
V P Singh’s seiretaiies The present 
incumbent natmally keeps his fingers 
itossed V P ,Singh, a namesake of the 
CM in Agta, had shown excellent work 
in Agra as S,SP, averting many com 
munal clashes by firm handling, but he 
was brought back from Agra (which is 
a sensitive city) soon after the Morada 
bad incidents and sent to the state Cll) 
headrjuarteis at I.mknow, now, he has 
been s'ent because of his competence 
to Aligarh In the last two months, 
Moradabad has had three DMs 

A laige numbet of hatijans have 
been appointed DMs, which is a very 
good thing ot course there are 18 
today, which is a record But too many 
hart fans given such an important 
charge are being tran.slerred within a 
fortnight This is leading to the im¬ 
pression that hail tans are not good 
administrators 

Lokpati Iripathi, health minister 
and son of Kainalapati Tripathi, is 
sarcastically called the minister for 
transfers as the maximum number of 
transfers have taken place in his de¬ 
partment The matter has become so 
seiious, and the level of sifarish so 
irresponsible, that the Prime Minister 
herself has issued instructions that no 
transfer should be done nr stopped at 
the recommendation of ruling Party 
MLAs But the impact of her instruc 
tions has not yet seeped down 
Curiously, while so many transfers 
have taken place, the one transfer for 
which 40,{M)0 people went to jail in 
western UP (making this the largest 
satyagraha after independence in that 
region) did not take place the transfer 
of the police from Baghpat 

When the question of development 
comes up, all that the stale goverti- 
meitt is doing is repeating past prom 
ises made by the Ram Naresh Yadav 
and the Banarsi Das government, 
promises which they made but could 
not implt'ment The Yadav govt^rn 
ment had pionused that they would sc-i 
up tour miiii-cement plants, the .Singh 
government, without worrvmg about 
tt>|>yright, IS repeating that Similarly, 
the promise of tom theimul powet 
plants at A/amgarh, Jljansi. Gonda 
and Dehra Dun was made bv the 
lanata government, and the piesent 
government is talking aboin it as it 
this brainwave had just come to them 
And though everyone is shouting ab 
out these pioiects from tfie rooliops, 
no budgetary piovision has been made 
foi their implementatiun 

One opposition MLA shouted in the 
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debate on industry in the last session 
that all that the treasury benches 
seemed to be doing was repeating the 
name of Saniay Gandhi Were they 
unaware that Sanjay Gandhi had 
started indu.strial development prog¬ 
rammes. for instance the Noida in 
Ghaziabad district near Dejhi, or in 
Amethi? What was the great Sanjay 
send doing to get these programmes 
imnletnentetD in tact, what is the 
Sanjay sena doing’ 

T heir leader is Sanjay Singh, son of 
the taja ot Amethi Me still lives in 
feudal glory livery morning a horse 
comes fiom the police lines to his 
doorstep at the spacious 19 Vikiama- 
ditya Marg and the Youth Congress(l) 
presicient then goes out riding, fol¬ 
lowed bv a poltt email on horseback for 
his protection On the wav, he might 
stop to give a cronv an instiuction or 
two On 19 Septembei, for instance, he 


Poor show 

T he 20-member UP Ministry 
under Vishwanath Pratap Singh 
can be faulted on two counts: it is 
unrepresentative of the whole state 
and has performed badly. Only 
seven of the state’s 12 divisions, 
including the Chief Minister’s 
home divtsibn, Allahabad, are rep¬ 
resented in the Ministry. Allahabad 
has the largest representation of six 
ministers, followed by four each 
from Lucknow and Meerut divi¬ 
sions, two each from Bareilly and 
'Garhwal divisions and one each 
from Gorakhpur and Varanasi divi¬ 
sions. Agra, Faizabad, Jhansi, Ku- 
maon and the newly fomed Idora- 
dabad division are unrepresented. 
The situation is ironic for Agra, 
which handsomely returned all 
Congressfl) candidwtes in the last 
Assembly poll. Even the Vyop 
MLAs from a particular division is 
not entireljr I’epresentative: three 
of the six ministers from Allahabad 
division, the CM V. P. Singh. Jag- 
dish Prasad and Amin Ansari, are 
from the Allahabad district. 

On the floor of tlw legislature, 
•the performance of only four minis¬ 
ters Brabm Dutt f Finance, Planning 
and Power), Lokpati Tripathi 
(Health), Ammar Rizvi (Parliamen¬ 
tary Affairs) and Balram Singh 
Yadav—has been noteworthy. 
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rode into the state government colony 
on Park Road and his horse stopped 
outside flat number E3. The policeman 
was .sent in to awaken Azad Kumar 
Kardam, the Youth Congress!I) leader 
and MLA from Agra KardUm came out 
and spoke to Sanjay Singh, who was 
still seated on his horse; Singh gave 
him his instructions and rode off. 

In Lucknow they refer to the 100 
days of the V P Singh government as 
“Sau dm sasur ke (100 days of the 
father-law)” this is a takeoff on 
popular Hindi film currently showing, 
Sau Din Saas ke (100 days of the 
mother-in-law). Sanjay Singh fs the 
son-in-law of V P Singh’s elder 
brother The Youth Congress boys 
have indeed enjoyed more than their 
share of power They entered Lucknow 
after winning their seats with a literal 
bang A number of them simply 
walked into government houses which 
they fancied, threw the occupants’ 
belongings out, and took pos.session 
Sanjay Singh himself took a spacious 
bungalow at Vidhan .Sabha Marg and 
only vacated it after a public hue .ind 
cry, he has now shifted to a less 
spacious but still big (for a first-term 
MLA, that IS, houses are allotted bv 
hireaichy and seniority) house Many 
MLAs have also acquired government 
houses in then hometowns—which has 
more than its obvious temporary be- 
netits. because tenancy laws in UP are 
liberal enough for some of the MLAs 
to retain possession after their terms 
are over And these young MLAs have 
been in the forefront of using their 
influence to get officers transferred 

But their contribution to the gov¬ 
ernment on the floor of the Assembly 
has been negligible Initially, in the 
euphoria of victory, their lung.power 
was higlilv audible, but eventually 
even here they could not match the 
voung opposition MLAs who have re¬ 
turned for their second terms It is 
common knowledge that a number of 
people given the Congress!I) ticket 
had a ciiminal past One Congress!I) 
MLA from Baliia, Bhaskar Pandey, 
still has a "history sheet” on the files 
of the ItKal police He has applied for a 
licence fot 10 carbines, but the local 
police have tibiected to such a licence 
for such a laige number of arms being 
given to a person with a known crimin¬ 
al recoid Pandey’s patronage, 
strangely enough, comes from Jagdish 
Tytler Following the refusal tu give a 
licence, the deputy $P of Ballia was 
transferred oi^t 

Few Chief Ministers of UP have 
lasted very long, for the simple rea.sun 
that the most populous state of the 
country aLso has the rnost number of 
problems And an articulate, political¬ 
ly involved population The communal 
problem is perhaps the most serious, 
but. as we have seen, that is not the 
only one that a UP Chief Minister has 
to face Vishwanath Pratap Singh is 
only the last, and among the weakest 
leaders UP has had. By November he 
must win an Assembly seat to remain 
CM. Enough people within hts own 
Party think that will be a difficult 
achievement 




"Our IGP is doing a very good job" 



It IS being said that you 
I eJy more on the 
bureaucracy than the 
politicians belonging to 
your Party Any com 


1 Perhaps few Chief Ministers 
h IS e shaken up the bureautraty as I 
have done in the past three months 
rhere is perhaps no pride (in me) in 
aying that I have taken action against 
1 loat a thousand ofticers in the last 
three months ( would not have men 
'iDiied this if you had not put the 
j-irstion The number of suspensions 
in* vigilanie action too have been 
ii(,c Lven in the police, within two 
>ni<iiiths 18 sub inspettors, Ifi head con 
M ibles and 98 constables were siis 
I) iiied and action has been initiated 
ti.ist more than 900 policemen 
ini people have the halm ot insult 
, oiliteis in front of a hundit'd 
pie and the impression goes 
iiiui that a paituulai ( M is very 
I'll on the buieautracv But I am 
c ilir i( lit 1 his (the blue aiu iac>) is the 
/ 'iiinunt you havc*lo lake the help 
‘ 'll tun the administiation If a 
I I ( lucrat IS wiong then punish him T 
nut not spared anybody 1 oi inst 
iiice when I detcited bungling in 
I I’ll III luiknow 1 not only put the 
I iiHy pel son behind bais under tlu P 
I' Vet but also siispiiuiid the aiea 
uaning otficei and the inspector It 
not my pib to go on iiispc cl ions but if 
1 I p c gone on an inspection and some 
iiiiky panky is detected then the 
I'SOU in charge has to be held ic 
i) insible lor it 1 here are oftuers also 
' o have cooperated a lot in the last 
‘ r> e months in tackling the airtnuus 
'i itive challenges hor instance, alter 
h( hmergency examinations were 
'• ver held propeilv in this state Now 
'Ih> examinations have taken plaie 
nioothly Of course, I had to take a 
rv stein attitude and post the police 
I 111 the PAC outside examination cen 
"ts and also oidei scarel^es of ex 
ininees to ensure that no non student 
'tiered the ex«.m h ns 

We iindersta^ Vtcii tut nuinbt i 
f reexaminations oideied h\ the 
\dahabad Board this year has been 
I icher high, in some I? subjei ts oi so 
A No, re examination was ordered 
'1 one subject only and that may be 
''ue to some pievious det ision—a deci 
ton taken in March qr so Secondly, 
foods were another major administra 
(ive challenge which we have faced 
ind even tne central board which 
‘ ime to study the floods has piaised 
I* alertness and oui arrangements 
When I was in the opposition and 
woi ked in the flood affected areas, I 
tcahsed what kind of bottlenecks 
■trise Soon after taking ovei, I ordered 
'he disposal of relief funds with the 
district authorities and Rs 10 lakhs per 
district was vested in district magis 
trates so that they did not have to run 
<0 Lucknow for help in an emergency 


After seveiaJ days of trying, Udayan 
Sharma and Shuhhahrata Boat- 
tacharya finally caught up with the 
hardpressed Chief Minister of Uttar 
Pradesh, Mr V P Singh, at W pm on 
22 September in the state guest house 
in Lucknon The city looked emhat 
tied and isolated with power and com 
municdtions disrupted by Hoods and 
industrial uniest The CM Jetended 
his lecord and his gowrnmvnt con 
fidenilv on a mdt range of' issues 



( If Vislnsanath l’i.it,ip Singh 

and n bet could be disli ibiitt d smooth 
Iv They came to luiknow only when 
these luncls were finished and aiiothei 
sanction wos gi\en By now some ot 
the distiu ts haye chstiibuted up to Rs 
80 lakhs as lelief While we liayi 
punished some otficcis it has to be 
admitted that by and large the otlicus 
an doing well and you cannot |usl tun 
them down 

U lloiv do sou new the lais itid 
oidfi situation in \</ui stale’ 

\ Our data say, that then- has 
bcM n a 14 pei cent drop m th< irune 
rate since we haye tome lo powi i Von 
may say that this is goyeinmcnt data 
In that case take the data of the pi css 
one and a halt months back the pit %s 
used r<i haye so many items on rape in 
UP Today you do not find them So 
you must giye us ciedit toi slopping 
the tapes No newspapei is publishing 
cyen oni line saying that this gtnt rn 
meat h is succeeded in stop|mig rapes 
1 suggest you do some lesoaich I eave 
out the Moiadabad and other common 
ai incidents Pick up any newspaper of 
last yeai and sciutinise the number ot 
cringe leports in one month and then 
pick up one month’s papers during our 
rule and check up on the crime ftgute 
You will find a decline of ■)() per cent 
Last year there were so many cases of 
necklace snatching, of couples going 
on rickshaws being robbed, of 


dacuities This year there are very few 
such cases Of course, in a big state 
like UP there will always be some 
incidents but by and large things have 
improved 

Q What concrete steps are you 
contemplating to tackle the explosive 
communal situation in your state and 
to restore the confidence of the minor 
ities which has been shaken after the 
Moradabad incidents^ 

A The flare-up in Morpdabad vias 
of course very sad but thereafter in 
ilmost every town there was an 
attempt (to create disturbances) and 
the pattern was almost the same 
somewhere in some mosque a piece of 
pork meat would appear in the morn 
ing Somebody would have placed it in 
the night and in the morning there 
would be a (tense) situation The his 
tory of UP indicates that whenever 
theie was tiouble in Meerut, there was 
trouble in Agra but this time whenevei 
there was trouble it was dot ally) con 
tamed within a few days The distiict 
authorities, and in some insi.inces the 
minorities, foi insianLe in Lucknow, 
were a big help tliet held meetings 
and issued statements to maintain 
peace here By gosernmental action 
thiough the police oi the army 1 can 
only hind hands noi hearts I know the 
liinitdtions of goyeinmeiit action in 
such matters and finally a binding ot 
hearts has to tome on the human 
plane 

Q Wh\ did \ou lifter to tesign^ 

4 One jiiiunalisi had asked me 
that question at let I resigned and I 
••aid that it was a continuation of the 
c.'bitiei (oncept which 1 had initiated 
Soon aftei 1 took oyer 1 said that tor 
anything that went wrong in a distiict 
the DM and the SP will be held 
'lesponsible Ihen certainly I should 
own responsibility if something goes 
wrong with the piovince Even over 
the radio soon aftei the (Moradabad) 
incidents had happened, f had owned 
up moral rt sponsibility for the inci 
tlenis In the Assembly when 1 stood 
up ft) speak on the subject, the first 
sentence 1 said was that 1 hate not 
I ome to giye explanations but to seek 
piinishnient 

Q Iheie ate too many lomplaints 
about the PAC What steps aic you 
taking to improie this fotce^ Also why 
IS It that whenevei there ate coiniriun 
al riots the confidtnee ot the minot 
itics IS lestoredonl\ attei the PAC has 
been u moved and the arms oi the 
BSF has been deplovcd^ 

A Well, talking in seiv tlear leini>, 
the PAC IS the only sinking foici that 
the State goyernmeni has with it Bui I 
yvould not like to blame the wholt P Vt 
as such or condemn it, hitaust polii 
ing IS a thankless job A {loliti man s 
job ts not simple, like that of tlu blot k 
development officer So 1 uo' I<1 not 
condemn the wholt PAC B'li teiiamiy 
1 would say that 'h< J’V< lias lo be 
better tiainetl Whii has lnp',>cntii is 
that till the Congits icjmie ijuii in 
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"My dream house will stand deep 
in a prove of palms .. with the 
sea breeze at the windows, a music 
m in the attic... and a ^Neycer bathroom 
in marigold and black 
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1977 deployment the of PAC deploy¬ 
ment units was about 40 per cent of 
the total force, that is while 40 per 
ptent of the force used to be deployed 
(in active duty) the rest used to be 
rested or put through training. During 
the three years of Janata rule, the 
development of the PAC went up to 80 
to ^ per cent as there was more 
trouble and the time needed for train¬ 
ing was not available. Moreqyer, the 
units were overworked. 

Q- But the PAC has been a source of 
trouble for the UP government even 
before the Janata regime. Take the 
fate of Kamalapati Tripathi in 1973, 
for instance. 

A. It was, but it had also done fine 
work earlier I know officers of the 
minority community who have served 
with the PAC and they are proud of 
the units. In the past the PAC was sent 
to Maharashtra to maintain law and 
order. And it had a very good reputa¬ 
tion It IS a basic question of training 
the units properly. After all, the army- 
men, the BSF jawans, the PAC person¬ 
nel and policemen—all are drawn 
from the same population. It is the 
same village or the same town that 
gives the men for these forces 

Q- It IS being said that there was 
involvement of foreign money and 
arms in the recent communal disturb¬ 
ances in your state. What proof of 
foreign involvement do you haver 
Moreover, what information do you 
have about the arrest of a Pakistani 
spy in Agra? 

A You have seen my statements I 
have hardly made any on this (foreign 
involvement). I have myself ordered a 
judicial enquiry into the causes and 
the sequence of the events in Morada- 
bad. Therefore any comment from my 
side would not be fair. Moreover, facts 
at the moment have become associ¬ 
ated with theories so it will be better 
for me not to comment. But at the 
same time, it is my duty to find out 
what happened. So I have ordered the. 
enquiry. __ 


; What about the Agra spy? 

: A Pakistani national has been 
arrested in Agra. He is a foreign 
national overstaying and that is aU. 

Q: There have been many killings 
due to police encounters in the last 
few months. What does your govern¬ 
ment have to say about this sudden 
spurt in the number of police encoun¬ 
ters? 

A: Immediately after assuming 
power we had decided on a dacoit- 
combing operation and, frankly speak¬ 
ing, the operation was enforced vigor¬ 
ously. The effectiveness of it I could 
judge from the comments made by the 
Chief Ministers of neighbouring 
states, Rajasthan and Madhya 
Pradesh. Jagannath Pahadia and Ar- 
jun Singh spoke to me separately but 
their comments were the same. They 
both told me that the dacoits of UP 
were running away to their states. I 
told both of them that all my actions 
will be of no use unless you take 
simultaneous action on their side of 
the border as well. As a result the IGPs 
of the three states met about a month 
back to coordinate their anti-dacoity 
actions. I need no more proof that our 
IGP is doing a very good job. 

Q: While appreciating the role of 
your police in apprehending and weed¬ 
ing out dacoits, one must say that in 
the process an incident like the one at 
Baghpat also happened. Should you 
not issue clear guidelines to the police 
that having apprehended someone on 
the charge of being a dacoit, they 
should let the law take its own course? 

A: That (instruction) we have 
already issued. But even on the Bagh¬ 
pat incident the opposition has not 
said that the deceased were not 
dacoits. I can show you the letters 
written by Charan Singh and Ram 
Naresh Yadav in which they have said, 
maybe they were bad characters. Even 
the opposition has not said that they 
were not criminals None of them 
(those who were killed at Baghpat) 
had less than eight to nine criminal’ 
cases against them, including murders . 



But arain there is a judicial enquiry on 
itand therefore except for saying that 
there is a criminal reccud for each of 
the three (deceased) I am not saying 
an^hing. But while lulling that the 
police force has to be firm and effec¬ 
tive, I certainly agree with you that it 
should not be brutal. 

p; The proximity of UP to Delhi 
makes it easier for central leaders to 
come here. I find that the union hopte 
minister Giani Zail Singh rushes to UP 
very often. He went to Baghpat with a 
parliamentary delegaaon, he rushed 
to Moradabad on 14 August. Did he 
inform the state government about his 
intention to visit these trouble spots? 

A: Yes he personally spoke to me. 
There is no such clash between the 
state and the centre. After all the law 
and order situation and the integrity 
of the country are a unified concept. 

Q: But law and order is a state 
subject It IS your prerogative. If the 
union home minister comes so often to 
your state does it not create confu¬ 
sion? 

A; I think I do not suffer from such 
ego problems, so that when I have 
asked the centre to send me the army 
and the CRP, to the home minister I 
should say, “You do not come!” 
(laughs) You see tha fallacy of the 
situation. Why will I not ask for his 
help and also guidance on the matter? 

Q:, Somebody told us in Lucknow 
that Giani Zail Singh does not inform 
you before he moves into your state. 

A No, every time he informs me. It 
is a different matter that his helicop¬ 
ter is faster and we could not reach 
Moradabad before him. Bur when I 
have asked for central forces what is 
wrong if he comes’ 

p- A last question. You were in 
Delhi recently where you tried to 
persuade Rajiv Gandhi to enter poli¬ 
tics when you met him with a delega¬ 
tion of your PCC (I) and AICC (I) 
office bearers dealing with UP. Do you 
think that the state of your Party 
organisation is such that you should 
need an outsider like Rajiv Gandhi to 
lead ir’ Moreover Sanjay Gandhi had 
been a product of a political move¬ 
ment launched by your Party during 
the 31 months of Janata rule. What 
rofe did Rajiv Gandhi play in that 
movement? 

A: I have met Rajiv earlier also and 
requested that he should consider en¬ 
tering politics and m case he does so 
he should consider contesting from 
UP. But during this particular visit I 
could not meet Ra^iv because he was 
on his regular flights. So we met 
Indiraji and I presented to her the 
signatures of ail the MLAs of UP 
(asking Rajiv Gandhi to join politics). 
Now, about Rajiv being an outsider in 
politics, how can he be an outsider 
when the whole Party wants him? He 
is an insider, and very much more of 
an insider than anybody else Ask any 
common Congressman and have a re¬ 
ferendum on the issue You would find 
that 100 per cent will say, ‘Yes, we 
want Rajivf’ If that is the feeling, he is 
not an oiitsoJi-' rfc right in the core 
of the 
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Yes. It’s true that G)lour-Chein offers 
ou a wide range of pigments and dyes, 
hich covers a complete spectrum of shades 
—from yellow to black—for every product 
line. And which covers a variety of properties 
and price levels as well. To meet ail your 
requirements. 

And, what’s more, this range keeps 
growing Wider. 

Yet, this IS only 50% of our story... 

The other 50% is the fact that our 


products are the result of world-class 
technology. And every batch is rigorously 
tested betore it comes to you. To help 
you get good results. Batch after batch. 

What's more, when dealing with us 
you get the benefit of our reliable technical 
service. Whether it’s a question of 
assisting you with formulations and colour 
matching. Or helping you solve some 
tricky technical problem that threatens to 
disrupt your pri^uction. 


These are the two halves of our story. And they add up to one thii»: 
if you’re in the market for pigments and dyes, your best bet is G>iour-Ch( 


Colour (htm 


COLOUR-CHEM LIMITED, 194 , Churchgate Reclamation, Bombay 400 oao 
Colour is the business of Coiour-Chem 
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"This is a sasur-damaad 




government 


Q How is this government worse 
than yours? 

A: The Janata Party was composed 
of ghataks (factions), sp if there were 
differences it was understandaDfe. But 
the Congress(I) is a Party of ghulams— 
of people loyal to one leader, so why 
should there be lack of coordination? 
Take, for example, the divergent state¬ 
ments of ministers and other politi¬ 
cians connected with the government. 
Despite the well-known policy of Mrs 
Indira Gandhi on the states, the sugar 
and revenue minister of UP Yashpal 
Singh has demanded the division of 
the state into three parts Both the CM 
and the finance minister of the state 
opposed the abolition of sales tax at 
the CMs’ conference in Delhi on 16 
and 17 September; but simultaneously 
UP’S health minister Lokpati Tnpathi 
announced in Varanasi that the state 
government had been considering for 
the past month and a half abolition of 
•■ales tax and its replacement by some 
sort of a production tax Who should 
we believe’ The CM has been 
announcing from the rooftops that his 
government has already received the 
money from the centre to set up four 
big fertiliser plants, but his industry 
minister told the Assembly on 15 
September that he only hoped he got 
the money Who should we believe? 

It IS a pity that before the Assembly 
elections this Party was speaking the 
language of the Muslim League, and 
now It 1$ speaking the language of the 
RSS Before the polls, Mrs Gandhi said 
that the minorities should not be 
crushed, now, when they are being 
crushed, she is saying that the minor¬ 
ities should not get emotional At the 
Darul-uloom in Deoband, before the 
elections, Mrs Gandhi had welcomed 
foreign funds for the Islamic universi¬ 
ty at Moradabad; today her home 
minister Zail Singh and CM Vish- 
wanath Pratap Singh are saying that 
loreign funds are the root cause of the 
Moradabad incidents. What should we 
, believe? 

Speaking at the Rakshabandhan 
ceremony at Nagpur, RSS chief Bala- 
saheb Deoras said that the Provincial 
Armed Constabulary (PAC) «!• UP 
should not be demoralised. In the UP 
Assembly during a debate, Congress(I) 
youth leader Ssmjay Singh and par¬ 
liamentary minister Ammar Rizvi too 
pleaded with the government that the 
PAC should not be demoralised. Four 
days after they had pleaded in this 
fashion, the PAC again had to be 
removed from riot-torn Aligarh and 
the army and BSF had to be called in. 
If the PAC really is a secular and 
efficient force then why does the state 
) government have to remove it from 
not-hit areas? Worse, nobody in the 
Congress(I) can raise his-voice. The 
rubng Party MLA of Moradabad Hafiz 
Mohamataa Siddique was humiliated 


The sasur is the CM; the damaad is 
Sanjay Singh, president of the state 
Youth Congress(I). The most vocifer¬ 
ous critic of Vishwanath Pratap Singh 
today is Mohan Singh, the young Lok 
Dal MLA who was the minister of state 
for industry in the Banarsi Das govern¬ 
ment. An original socialist, Mohan 
Singh has one singularly unique 
achievement, he, in a sense, caused 
the dismissal of his own government. It 
was Mohan Singh who first broke the 
story of the Narainpur outrage, and 
the centre used this as a handle to 
dismiss the Banarsi Das government. 
SHUBHABRATA BHATTACHARYA 
interviewed him in Lucknow. 


by the local authorities, but no one in 
Lucknow thought of pulling up the 
administration for doing this 

Q You have alleged that the new 
government has no programme. How 
do you substantiate your charge? 

A: We had initiated two main 
schemes: antyodaya and food-for- 
work. The first has been scrapped, and 
the government does not have enough 
foo^ains to implement the second. 
The government has failed this yfear to 
build up a buffer stock of wheat be¬ 
cause the procurement price was low¬ 
er than the market rate. The govern¬ 
ment has admitted in the Assembly 
that this year’s procurement is ten 
lakh metric tonnes less than last 
year’s. Moreover, 50 per cent of the 
state’s revenue comes from the agri¬ 
cultural sector. The CM has claimed 
that as the rains this year have been 
good, the crop too would be good. But 
in many parts the rains have been 
excessive, causing floods. Moreover, 
four districts in western UP are facing 
a shortage of water; Moradabad, Ba- 
daun, Muzaffarnagar and Rampur On 
he other hand, floods have ravaged 


ft 


the central and eastern districts. Ferti¬ 
liser prices have gone up by 38 per 
cent. The supply of power to the 
agricultural sector is poor. The kharif 
and the sugarcane crops have done 
podtly. So where is the cause for 
optimism? The coming year will be full 
of hardships. 

And while the resources of the state 
have been dwindling, the administra¬ 
tive costs have been shooting up. The 
common man’s tax-paying Capacity has 
declined, and there is no new avenue 
for collection of additional tax. Our 
government had taken stiff measures 
to curb tax evasion and blackmarket¬ 
ing. We had handcuffed the offenders. 
But today, the sales tax authorities are 
themselves being handcuffed and pa¬ 
raded on the streets! Three officers of 
the sales tax flying squad were going 
on their normal beat on 24 August at 
Muzaffarnagar. They caught three 
truckloads of contraband which be¬ 
longed to a mini steel factory. Rain¬ 
bow Steel, which is owned by Vidya 
Bhushan, the minister for forests. In¬ 
stead of being rewarded, the sales tax 
officers were handcuffed and paraded 
on the streets! The maximum sales tax 
revenue comes from the western dis¬ 
tricts of UP, and after this incident, no 
officer is willing to stick his neck out 
in this area—and the state’s coffers 
are being denied legitimate funds. 

This government is run by a coter¬ 
ie; it IS a sasur-damaad father-in-law- 
son-in-law) government. Sanjay Singh, 
the president of the state Youth Con- 
gressd) is married to the daughter-of 
V.P.Singh’s elder brother. Sanjay 
Singh’s father Dhananjay Singh, the 
former raja of Amethi, is the president 
of the UP Kshatnya Mahasabha. Un¬ 
fortunately even the rajputwad of this 
coterie benefits only the rich rajputs, 
and does not percolate down to the 
common rajput who tills the land. 









Jayoti Basu and Promode Daseupta at a CPI(M) rallv m Calcutta 


CPI(M): Bodyweight, 
lOOkgs; strength, 0? 

Marxists look into the mirror and are not happy 


Calcutta: Three years of power, and 
what IS the result? To find out, the 
members of the CPI(M) state commit¬ 
tee in West Bengal held a closed-door, 
four day session in September. Discus¬ 
sion was frank, and a secret document 
made available to us through our 
sources confirms that a strong section 
of the local leadership was not in a 
very happy mood 

Some leaders maintained that the 
Party had gained tremendously: ex¬ 
panding Its base, strengthening its 
mass organisations, and even making 
inroads into the state machinery—the 
police, tor instance. But many others 
were not so optimistic They thought 
that the CPl(M) today had become like 
a gaddmala —its bodyweight might be 
an obese 100 kilograms, but its 
strength was nil the Party had lost its 
fi{|hting spirit, and that might be 
suicidal These leaders alleged that 
the Party today was full of opportun¬ 
ists (the inimitable Bengali word dhan- 
dabaaj was used), and even some 
senior cadres had become more in¬ 
terested in favours from the govern¬ 
ment than the cause of the oppressed. 
It was such degeneration, they pointed 
out, which had led to the Congress 
Party’s downfall. A Marxist Party like 
the CPI(M), they alleged, had become 
a victim of the bourgeois pariiamen- 
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tary system—and even suggested that 
the Party leave the government to 
restore its credibility and stop the rot 

However, the majority in the com¬ 
mittee suppQrted the leadership of 
both the Party and the government. 
The leadership admitted some weak¬ 
nesses, and promised to rectify them, 
but asserted that continuance in the 
government would still help the Party 
to create a revolutionary situation in 
eastern India. 

The organisation report submitted 
by the state secretariat to the state 
committee members shows that the 
CPI(M) has reasons to be happy with 
Its performance on a few crucial 
fronts The total membership of the 
Party now stands at 67,043 (of which 
16,868 are candidate-members) But 
the report admitted that a large num¬ 
ber of the older workers had not 
renewed their membership, though nc 
specific figure of how many such cases 
there were was given. According to the 
report, “nearly 40 per cent of the 
membership” is new and “they have 
joined the Party since 1977”; that is, 
after the Party came to power. 

The most spectacular growth (and 
commendable too, in Marxist terms) 
has been among the farmers. (See box 
for these and other specific figures.) 
Its second most successful effort has 


Deen among women, though the pre 
sent membership is still way short dl 
the Pany target pf 7.25 lakhs. Among 
trade unions too, the Party has grown 
appreciably. 

On the other hand, there has been a 
sharp decline on the student and youth 
fronts. The Students Federation of 
India has lost in about 70 per cent oi 
the college union elections in both 
urban and rural areas to the Chhatra 
Parishad of the Congress (1). The SFPs 
membership has also gone down tc 
•learly half in the last three years. 
Even among the poor, the SFI has 
been Ibsing ground at a ra^id rate. In 
Calcutta, which is dominated by the 
middle and the lower middle class, the 
SFI’s strength has come down from 
17,196 members in 1978 to 9,247 today. 
In 24-Parganas, the industrial and agri¬ 
cultural district which surrounds Cal 
cutta, membership has come down 
from 51,004 to 16,500. In 1979, the 
CPI(M)’s youth wing, the Democratic 
Youth Federation (DYF) had a mem¬ 
bership of 510,184, today it is 
220,788—despite the fact that tne Par¬ 
ty’s target for 1980 was 7.5 lakhs. 

The secretariat posed,some vital 
questions in its organisational report 
We quote; “We must not forget for a 
moment that the reactionary forces 
are not sitting idle Authoritarian 
foices are active Disruption is being 
sought to be created by vested in¬ 
terests against our Party and the Left 
Front government. A commumscParty 
must continuously prepare itself to 
meet their offensive Have we been 
able to change the correlation of class 
forces as we wanted? With the present 
opportunities and possibilities we can 
quickly expand and consolidate the 
Party, but have we been able to do it’ 
These questions have to be dealt with 
seriously.” 

Some members of the state commit¬ 
tee said that the secretariat should 
have been more explicit in admitting 
mistakes. They demanded that the 
degeneration of Party cadres should 
be accepted as a fact, and erring 
members should be severely warned 
The Party leaders explained that fears 
of a bad Press prevented them from 
taking stern action against cadres. 

But even this restrained organisa 
tional report admits: “The functioning 
in the district and local centres of the 
Party is not up to expectation. Party 
circulars are not properly attended to, 
and all district committees do not 
reply to them Most of the leading 
cadres at the district, local and branch 
level are bogged down by too many 
jobs, and ot^iers are entrusted with 
administrative functions. District com 
mittee members and MLAs are given 
jobs in too many committees. Local 
leaders are bogged down with pan 
chayat and municipal activities Hence 
the work of the Party organisation u 
being neglected at all levels. This is a 
serious weakness. 

“Nearly 40 per cent of the mem¬ 
bership consists of newcomers who 
have joined the Party after 1977. They 
have not been given even elementary 
Party education. Branch secretaries 








are not trained, and for an expanding 
organisation this is a must A plenum 
resolution stateif that oral propagan¬ 
da, and speeches in general body 
meetings should play a big lole in 
educating the branch members and 
secretaries But this is not always done 
nowadays Thus the political level of 
the Party cadres cannot be raiSfbd to 
the extent that they can cope with the 
present complicated situation 

“Due to the lack of politicisation of 
the Party and the masses, the rate of 
growth of our Party and mass influ¬ 
ence has not increased up to expecta¬ 
tions. Though the recent panchayat 
by-elections are not criteria for judg¬ 
ing our strength and influence, we still 
have to think seriously over it. In the 
last parliamentary elections also we 
have seen that the increase of the 
Congress vote is greater than the in¬ 
crease of our vote in industrial, city, as 
well as some rural areas. 

“The failure to instil the spirit of 
collective functioning among the lead¬ 
ing cadres at all levels has been the 
root cause of personalised functioning 
of panchayat pradham, panchayat 
samitis and the ziUa panshad sabhapa- 
tis. In many areas the people have not 
been involved in panchayat work de¬ 
spite repeated directions to this effect 
from above,..There is no doubt about 
our big achievements m governmental 
and panchayat. activities—but at the 
same time we should realise that some 
of our coibrades fait prey to bureaucra¬ 
tic tendencies, eor/tipt practices and 


othei bourgeoisie vices when ihev 
function in the present administrative 
and panchayat apparatus There are 
instances of breach of Pai ty discipline 
But this is not a general feature of our 
Party life, these are all exceptions, 
due to the lack of understanding ot 
political significance of maintaining 
Party norms and discipline New re¬ 
cruits have not been trained in the 
elementary rules of the Partv 

“Above all, the basic weakness lies 
in the fact that there is inadequate 
realisation in the Party, especially 
among the leading cadres in the dis¬ 
tricts, about the special responsibility 
on our Party, which is lunning the 
state government. A Party running a 
government should have new tactics 
and methods to solve the people's 
problems and tackle the issues How to 
behave with the people—all this has to 
be learnt anew, keeping in mind that 
we are running the government ” 

Will the CPI(M) in West Bengal be. 
able to rectify these mistakes, which, 
as this story shows, it is already aware 
of? Meanwhile, it is faced with a 
problem about which no one is talking 
very much, but which can affect the 
Party seriously. The strong man of the 
Party, Promode Dasgupta, is 70 years 
old and in bad health. Chief Minister 
Jyoti Basu is 67 and suffers from high 
blood pressure. There is no one else at 
the moment who can provide the 
strong and disciplined leadership 
which alone can rescue the Party. 
Banin Sebgupta 


W-EUCTIIIIB 

Congress(l) 
goes on trial 

Delhi; The Cungre.ss(l) will face iti 
fust major popularity test after th< 
Mav-.lune Assembly elections, in whai 
will virtually be a mini general elec 
lion mound November-Deceraber. Tht 
1-Jectiun Commission has annoupcec 
Its plans to hold several by-electioin 
around that time. As many as foui 
Congress(I) Chief Ministers are noi 
MLAs, which they must become tc 
remain CMs They are Abdul Rehmar 
Antulay (Maharashtra), Jagannatli 
Pahadia (Raiasthan), Janaki Baliabii 
Patnaik (Orissa) and Vtshwanath Pra 
tap Singh (Uttar Pradesh) 

Altogether 19 l.ok Sabha seats, M 
Vidhan Sabha seats, spread over 12 
states, and one Raiya Sabha seat are 
vacant Besides, the Metropolitan 
Council and the Municipal Corpora 
turn of Delhi, which were dissolved 
after the Congress! 1) came to power, 
are yet to have their elections The 
total number of bv-eiections, due to be 
held, including those to the Legislative 
Councils of some states, is at present 
204 Strangely, the Representation of 
the People Act, the law which governs 
the elections, is silent on the time-limii 
within which a by-election must be 
held after a seat falls vacant- This 
naturally provides any ruling Party 
the opportunitv to keep on postponing 
the elections till such time as is politi- 
callv suitable for it 

Of the 19 vacancies in the Lok 
Sabha, five aie from UP three have 
been caused by deaths (Sanjay Candhi 
from Amethi, Azi/ imam from Mirza- 
pur and Mifiryar Khan from Bareilly); 
two are due to resignations (Vish- 
wanath Pratap Singh from Allahabad 
and Hemvati Nandan Bahuguna from 
Tehri Garhwal), and the Serampore 
seat in West Bengal became vacant 
with the death of Mr Dinen Bhat- 
tacharya of the CPI(M). Twelve seats 
are vacant from As.sam along with a 
single seat from Meghalaya (elections 
will not be held here till the agitation 
IS resolved) The vacancy in the Rajya 
Sabha ‘occurred when Delhi’s Khur- 
shid Aiam Khan retired and could nor 
be replaced since there is no Metropo¬ 
litan Council in the capital which 
forms the electoral college for this 
seat. 

Interestingly, only one of the five 
MPs who became Chief Ministers has; 
resigned his seat. Normally, a member 
vacates his seat in the Lok Sabha only 
after he>has won the by-6lection in the 
Vidhan Sabha. It is believed that,Vish- 
wanath Pratap Singh vacated the Alla¬ 
habad seat because a section of the 
Congress! 1) leadership wants Rajiv 
Gandhi to enter Parliament from the 
Allahabad constituency. 

Of the .16 vacant Vidhan Sabha 
seats, six are from .West Bengal, fiv«; 
from UP, four from Bihar-, three from 
Haryana, two each from Maharashtra, 
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Mtidhva Piadesh, Kaiiuiiak.t Mi'K)>a 
lava, Orissa, Assam, Guia>at and In 
nuta and one each fiom Aiulhia 
Piadesh and Manipur Besides, theit 
IS a possilnlitv of two moie Asstmhiv 
scats talliiift vacant—one in Karnataka 
and another m Nagaland—in lase the 
Siipieme tourt upholds the High 
i milt ludgments setting aside the two 
elections The appeal in the Madhya 
Pradesh High Court against the elec 
tion ol the Union Civil Supplies Mints 
tei Vulva (haran Shiikla horn the 
M<ih,is,inuind 1 ok Sahha coiistitueniy, 
IS |>ending hitoie the Supieme Court 
I he U moil I erriioi v of Delhi is now 
u II hoot aiiv lepresentative body The 
Delhi .idnniiistiation has been made 
into a viitual pocket organisation of 
the Lt Go\t inoi. Ml jagmohan and is 
lii'ing mil iiiidti the guidance of men 
h.mdpickid bv the late Saiiiav Gan 
dhi Police t omnyssionei Piitam 
Singh Khiiidei Munieipal Commis 
sionci i N Singh New Delhi Municip 
,il ( oininittee piesideiil P N Behl and 
Delhi Di lelopineiit Aulhoiitv vice 
chaiim.iii V S Ailwadi There are 
otluis like Aitun Das the motor 
ihcc lianu ti lend ot Saniav Gandhi and 
the couth longitssdi teadei, Man 
oil, 11 1,il kliiiiana who is on the maiiag 
iiig boaid ot the supei ba/ars 

I he I uliiig pai tv t xpeets the econo 
niic situation to mipiove lapidly bv 
Noveinbei with a it'cmd kh,uit crop in 
Octobei and acting as a danipct on 
pi lets Bv then the communal tensions 
III UP will, hopefiillv also have sub 
sided But will niemoiies eontinue to 
It main as short as thev base been in 
the pa>t^ 

Shubhabrata Bhattacharva 


For Rugby addicts 

Calcutta Kogbi is .1 g.init ;)/.iiti/ 
In men lurli /xm/i.iilc s/iaped b,i//s 
Ibesc iiiinioit,ii winds ot William 
Wtbli 1 Ills I hi toundei ol mode in 
iiigbv wete piominentiv liisplaved in 
a poslci at the C aleulta Ciickel and 
I ootball I tub It t I C I winch plaved 
host to iht icciiillv cinicluded All 
inch,I and'Sinith Asia Kugbv louiiia 
lilt III which was won liv I MOB (the 
Lamarlinieie Old Bovs) Ibis levpv, 
apaii the 'i'i\c,ii old lournuiieni 
(held alieniialist Iv in ( aleulta and 
Bombas 1 was ciniducicil this >t*ar 
with meticulous planning and atten 
tion hv a small gioup of enthusiastic 
men led bv 111-( sue piesident R A 
W Ihom.is and S M Osman , 

I or ( alcultaiis the dvmg tmbeis 
ol iiueicsi 111 lilt game were rckin 
died once again as 12 teams of rugged 
men “scrumniagi d into the frav obli 
sums of broken noses black eves and 
lautidiv bills I hi re are not manv 
lughs pidveis in the countiy today 
I or It IS not a game that comes 
natorallv 

Bui last week at the tChC these 
dolctui piognostuations seemed out 
of pi ue as avid tugger addicts rubbed 
sliouldeis with huiidteds ot cuiious 
iiiims III d speet.uors who watched llu 
(iioccediiigs dtitl well thiillid 

lapan Chaki 
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FLOODS 

Another havoc 

Bhiibaneswai We >111 nniiooiied I s 
eiything ,iioiiiul us has gone* uiiden 
watei mils the pul the police station 
<ind the hospital have lieeii spaied 
Rush help I he liaiitie signal was 
ladioed bv the citcle inspeetoi ol 
police tioni (•iiiiiipui a piospetmis 
sub divisional town (pop Ui.OOO) in 
south Orissa at pieeiselv I II am on 
Ihuisdav Ifi Scpiembei Onlv III mi 
nutes betoic he shouted the message 
Bansadhaia iivei had hieaehed its 
emlianknieni and cascaded into the 
town I eel bv incessant tain iii the 
delta aiea the iivei had been swelling 
till the past 4H houis It leaclied the 
piotective emiianknient at I pni on 
W'ediu Sclav spilUd ovei at 11 111 the 
night and tiiiallv swept the « mhank 
ment itsedl tool houis latei llu town 
lemaiiud iiiuhi 10 to 14 teet ol watei 
loi the next eight hoots 

lust as the govcinment was (iiepai 
mg to oiganisc itliel to Gunupui, 
(listless calls (lowed in tiom Kashina 
gat aiiothei sub div isional town in 
south Oiissa I he same Baiisadhara 
iivti had suiL’ed into that town also 
thiel Mmisiti I B Patnaik tiled to 
leaeh (,uiui|>ui bv an ,111 foieehelieop 
tei on liidav but letuiiied to Bhu 
liaiusw II I mill miilwav lietause ol b.ul 
weatiui U he II lie tmallv made it to 
(lUtiupiu III I I II gel elioppii sent tiom 
the K ilaikiind.i an base in West Ben 
gal oil Saiiiid.iv a hostile ciowd le 
ceivtd him with hi uKbats Iheie was a 
111 ,id sci,uiiblc bit lood as the heluop 
tci loucbtd down llu people theie 
had eaten notliiiig lot two d.ivs and 
stat ti (I pi lliiig stone s at the beluoptei 
when thev toniiil that it bad not 
brought enough pioiisions 

lo add chaos to the contusion the 
powei suppiv 111 entile ()i issa col 
lapsed llu Hu,ikucl hvdc 1 station Slid 
deiilv stopped giiieiation with the 
Mahanadi tiooil w,itcis siepmg into 
the cables llu Balimi l,i powti station 
had goiu out ot i oiiiiiiissioii a couple 
ot davs c libel and ihe Lilihei thei» 
nial plant ,ilsii hi oke down B,n 1 iiig the 
Ronikel.i Steel IMunt ,ill mdiisiiits 
were shni down I veil Ra| Bluivan the 
state scciitaii.it nul host>it,ils in Bhu 
baneswai had lo do withnnt powei 



loitunatelv Bansadhaia suhsided 
as fast It had iisen But Mahanadi and 
Its tributaries led liv disehaiges liom 
the Hiiakiid reservoii and the Naiai 
bat rage eoiitiiiued to innndaie new 
areas Bv 24 Septeinhei large aieas ot 
Cuttack, PuM. Koiaput Ganiam, Kala 
handi, Rolangii Sambalpui, Fhulhani 
and Dhenkanal -nine ol Otissa’s 11 
distiicts—had been flooded The ofli 
eial death toll mounted to 120 some 

14 million people weic turned clesii 
lutes, and about BSO 000 acres ot 
standing eiop was lost 

Ihe fust ma|or leliet opciation 
could howevei stait onlv on 21 
Septembei muining, three days altei 
the Hash flood haci stmek the Oiissa 
coast, with the lAF airdropping some 
12 000 kgs of food and medicine at 
Gunupui Bad weathei lestiieted the 
operation to lust one some on that dav 
and Air Cummodoic M M Sinha 
conducting the opeiation, said that 
Gunupui clid not appear to be itiha 
bited “Not a soul, not a house ” I hat 

15 how he deseiibed the place 

The exact iiatuie and extent ol the 
damages aie vet to be aseei tamed 
Most of the flooded coastal aieas te 
mam inaccessible With most toads 
hieaehed and telegiaph poles up 
muted all down the line, it is the 
uhu|uiious tiansistoi which is piovul 
mg the oiilveommunualion link lo ilu 
m.iiooned millions 
A Speiial Correspondent 
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BARC’s harassed 
scientists 

Bombay: A top scientist at the Bhabha 
Atomic Research Centre (BARC) Dr R. 
Y Deshpande has sent an “emotional 
and melodramatic” letter of resigna¬ 
tion to Mr Homi Sethna, which says 
that the distraught scientist would 
prefer retirement to working at BARC, 
and will be joining the Aurobindo 
Ashram Mr Sethna is said to be per¬ 
turbed He called the scientist for a 
I hat but nothing is known about 
whether the ashrdm will be richer and 
the BARC poorer. 

Deshpande (50) was head of the 
tethniial physics division of BARC, 
and the immediate provocation for his 
despair was the way in which his claim 
I (II promotion to the top post of scien- 
tilit officer was bypassed In BARC 
the grades are something like SD-SC- 
St'D l-C-KD-FK-FF and FG, the last 
being the highest Usually a commit¬ 
tee, consisting of representatives of 
the physics, chemistry, biology and 
engineering units of the Directorate of 
Atomic Faiergv (DAK) as well as secre¬ 
taries attached to the Atomic Energy 
Ministry are supposed to meet to 
choQse who is to be promoted to a top 
post But this year nothing of the sort 
happened Neither the heads of the 
units nor the two outside members of 
the DAE, namely the secretaries, were 
there The coterie that sat in judgment 
I ejected the claims of two top scien¬ 
tists The other was Dr Ramani, who is 
head of the division of Desalination 
and I-iffluent Engineering (DEED) 
According to the talk prevailing in 
BARC, wheie there has been outright 
disgust at the methods of promotion 
tor some years now, the two top scien¬ 
tists have been discriminated against 
because they dared to make obseiva- 
tions about the working conditions at 
BARC which angered the establish¬ 
ment Dr Ramani, it is said, had repe¬ 
atedly highlighted the need for a ver¬ 
bal policy to rehabilitate frustrated 
scientists 

Mr Deshpande is well-known for 
having made the thermo wax cham¬ 
bers used in Bhaskara and Rohini (the 
Indian satellite) and these worked 
well for screening components. He has 
also made mass spectometers The 
DAE had wanted to import Rs one 
crore worth of Aiese spectometers for 
heavy water plants, but Mr Deshpande 
objected, saying he could deliver 
them He was overruled and imports 
were ordered And then he was victi¬ 
mised when his claim for the highest 
grade was denied. This is not the first 
time that a meritorious first grade 
scientist has been humiliated, said one 
infuriated scientist to this correspon¬ 
dent. 

There have been scores of exam¬ 
ples, but those punished have general¬ 
ly been too small a fry to find a place* 
in the newspapers. -Now the same 
policy has affected another well- 
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known scientist. Dr P V Iyengar, who 
was given a show cause notice to 
explain why he had accepted a gift of 
Rs 5,000 from the Kerala government. 
The Kerala government had given 
awards to outstanding scientists from 
Kerala and Dr Iyengar, who was ear¬ 
lier a recipient of the Padma Bushan 
and the Bhatnagar Award, was also 
honoured It is understood that the 
Home Ministry has now cleared the 
acceptance of the award, but the petti¬ 
ness which it showed has created great 
animosity towards the ruling clique in 
BARC 

Last year the Indian Council of 
Agricultural Research (ICAR) had 
honoured Mr S H Patil for discover¬ 
ing a muiant of groundnut for the 
biologv division of BARC. But his own 
superiors at BARC treated him so 
shabbily that the scientific officers’ 
association had to take up his case 
When Paul went to Delhi to receive 
the award, instead of granting him 
leave to do so, the department cut his 
earned leave They said he was going 
on social duty and not official duty 
One of Dr P V Iyengar’s colleagues. 
Dr S E Kannan, was also treated in a 
similar manner He was chargesheeted 
and censored for writing to a professor 
at the University of Illinois, USA, and 
accused of having violated the rule of 
applying for jobs abroad Dr Kannan 
contested this accusation and asked 
that the matter be referred to the 
Home Ministry, but that was not done 

The treatment to Deshpande and 
Ramani has further aggravated the 
situation between the rank-and file 
scientists and the scientist managers 
The latter have refu.sed to give in¬ 
formation even on such matters as the 
precise framework of rules and regula¬ 
tions governing the terms of employ¬ 
ment of scientists, seniority lists and 
the promotion norms. In fact, requests 
from the BARC Officers’ Association 
(BARCOA) to draw up guidelines for 
transfer of scientists from one field to 
another was termed interference in 
the management’s prerogatives In 
January 1980, BARCOA had written to 
the Prime Minister drawing her atten¬ 
tion to “the ascendancy of bureaucrats 
and the absence of ‘rule of law’ in 
promotions prevailing at BARC.” They 
had said that in order to administer by 
the civil service rules, the scientist 
managers had to take the help of the 
more knowledgeable bureaucratic 


functionaries And this was then used 
by the bureaucrats to acquire undue 
control over the working scientists. 
Their trick was to suggest to the scien¬ 
tist managers that all their decisions in 
personnel matters, however unfair or 
arbitrary, could be legitimised by 
appropriate manipulation of the rules. 
The fact that this frequently involved 
violation of those very rules of their 
selective or discriminatory applica¬ 
tions was no problem, since most scien¬ 
tists, including the scientist managers, 
were unfamiliar with the intricacies of 
the rules and could nut effectively 
defend them.selves 

Occasionally, when in certain cases 
these rules could nut be used as a 
stick, additional rules were drafted 
and enforced The fact that it was 
often done without due authority was 
not noticed, again because of. the 
Ignorance and even distaste among 
must scientists for legal detail In the 
case of the DAE, when illegitimacy 
of all this was pointed out, the sensi¬ 


tive nature of the department was 
freely vited to justify such actions., 
“There was thus no restraint of ther 
scientific ethic or the rule of law Any 
demands for the rule of law, such as' 
those made by the a.ssociation repe¬ 
atedly, were invariably met with the 
threat of using more civil service rules 
for disciplining scientists In this task 
the bureaucratic functionaries used 
the enormous prestige of the DAE to„.^ 
recruit the help of such agencies as 
'Central Vigilance Commission and the 
Union Public Service Commission who 
upheld even the most perverse 
charges made by the administration 
against the scientists At the same ,, 
time, bureaucrats guilty of even Se¬ 
rious offences went scot-free In this 
process the scientist managers slowly 
became totally dependent on their 
bureaucratic allies The latter became 
more powerful than most senior scien- 
ti.sts ” 

Mrs Gandhi received this letter in 
January but she has not bothered to 
talk to the complainants. Her oft- 
repeated concern for science and tech¬ 
nology had raised enormous hopes 
among scientists and the scientific 
community But these hopes have been 
frtistraced by the disregard for vital 
issues that affects the morale of honest 
scientists wanting to contribute their 
services to the nation 
Olga Tellis 
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BIMM 

Students fight for 
their riaht to cheat 

Patna: Any student caught cheating m 
an examination in Bihar can face im¬ 
prisonment upto three years and/or a 
tine of Rs 5,000 That is the revolution 
ary content of an ordinance passed by 
the Bihar government in early Septem 
ber No other state has had the cour 
age to officially challenge so boldly a 
malpractice which seems to have be 
come endemic. But if Chief Minisiei 
Jagannath Mishra was under any illu 
sions that the law he has pushed 
through has actually stopped cheating, 
they were quickly dispelled, In fact, 
the students of Bihar have virtually 
launched what can only be called a 
pro-cheating agitation, with she sup- 
poit of not merely opposition leaders 
but also with the help of those Con 
gress(l) leaders who have been deman 
ding the resignation of Dr Mishra. 

Magadh univctsity, which was hold¬ 
ing Its intei mediate examinations 
c'ven while Patna was passing its anti- 
clieating law, witnessed unpre¬ 
cedented scenes of violence against 
the toacheis who were acting as invigi¬ 
lators As many as 12 teachers, includ¬ 
ing a lady, were attacked in the first 
five days of the examination The 
assaults began from the very first day, 
9 Septembei Bindeshwari Prasad 
,Singh of H 0 Jam College, Arrah, was 
attacked viciously by students armed 
with iron rods while he was returning 
home after completing the day’s in- 
vigilation His skull was broken, and 
he went into a coma for 96 hours at the 
Patna Medical College Hospital before 
being flown to the All Inclia Medical 
institute in Delhi, where he is still 
sttuggliiig fot his life 

Bombs were thrown by angry stu¬ 
dents ai manv places At many “dis 
tut bed" centies in Patna and Arrah, 
teacheis letused to do invigilatinn 
duty loi te.u ot their lives they were 
replaced bv home guards and govern¬ 
ment clerks When the piotests from 
loachei s became too loud, the govern¬ 
ment was forced to postpone the ex¬ 
aminations scheduled for September 
1.5 and !(> And during those two days, 
arrangements were made to piovide 
teachers with the police assistance 
Police have been posted on the cam¬ 
puses—with the light to search pock¬ 
ets for hidden weapons (This, inciden¬ 
tally, has created a furore among the 
women ) 

Acording to the ordinance, cl\edt- 
ing becomes a cogiiisabie offence 
Magistrates on duty have been made 
co-centie superintendents Provision 
has been made for an on the-spot trial, 
by an officer above the rank of DSP. 
Teachers conniving in cheating can be 
jailed for three months to two years 
Invigilators have been declared public 
servants (l.ok Sewaks), and any ob¬ 
struction to their woik can lesult in 
two years’ imprisonment 


As exatnination centres begin to 
look like battlefields, the pro and 
anti-cheating debate is raging all over 
Bihar “How can the police, the most 
corrupt section of the administration, 
launch a war against cheating?” asks 
one examinee. Others point out that if 
the police seriously started to deal 
with cheating, they would simply not 
have the time for anv other work. 

Different political Parties have 
criticised this ordinance, seeing be¬ 
hind It a conspiracy to “break teacher- 
student unity”, and thus prevent any 
chance of a 1974-type movement ever 
happening again The young BJP MLA 
Lalmuni Choubey told this correspon¬ 
dent angrily, “Karpoori Thakur’s pro¬ 
hibition ordinance resulted in the 
growth of an illegal trade in liquor, 
leading to deaths due to consumption 
of poisonous liquor. This ordinance too 
will have the opposite effect from its 
intention—it has already led to 
assualts on teachers, and it will result 
in an increase in cheating ” Even from 
his own party. Dr Mishra gets no 
peace. In an open letter to the CM, 
Vidyakar Kavi, a senior dissident in 
the Congress(I), has attacked the ordi¬ 
nance, saying that it is even more 
harsh than the ordinance against 
blackmarketeers and hoarders. 

Arun Kanjan 


NAXAUTES 

MGR talks, 
police shoots 

Madras: N.ixaiites willing to reform 
can ring u|> 22145 oi 422222 in Madras 
city for a chat with lamil Nadu Chief 
Minisiei M (! Ramachandran The 
offer to hold ‘Itank discussions' with 
the Naxalites was made bv MCR in 
mid-Septenibei aftei some top police 
officeis concluded that the moiale of 
the Naxalites m the state had gone 
down consideiablv But this offer has 
apparently not been a temptation 
enough None of the top-ranking Naxa- 
lites have talked to the CM yet 
However, MCR, incorrigible optimist 
that he is, thinks that the ‘response 
has been encouraging ’ 

' At the same time, the police hunt 
continues, guided by Walter Davaram, 
an ambitious and strong-willed DIG A 
major drive to flush out the extremists 
was launched in the first week of 
August following the death of three 
policemen in a bomb blast near Tiiu- 
pattur A police posse had arrested the 
Naxalites, bound them hand and foot 
and bundled them in a car. A few 
minutes later, a countrymade bomb 
exploded, killing inspector Palani- 
samy, two constables and a Naxalite 
Two other Naxalites, who had been in 
the car; died in hospital a few hours 
later 

The pnliie then staited (omhing 
operations m 'N.isalite infested’’ 
dteas of 7triip,.'!'!. . .i,’ [itMimapun 
The one:,-: . '' . (•iir>u,-,li 


out October, despite MGR’s offer to 
hold dialogues. There have been re¬ 
ports, meanwhile, of deaths of “prom¬ 
inent” Naxalites in police custody. 
Two “notorious Naxalites”, Subrama- 
nium and Shanmugham, were shot 
dead by the police in a village near 
Tirupattur on 11 September in the 
early hours of the morning. 

For more than seven weeks, DIG 
Davaram and his colleagues have been, 
combing the hilly terrains of Yelagin 
on the border of Karnataka and 
Andhra Pradesh. The combing opera¬ 
tions start around two in the morning 
as dozens of policemen armed with 
rifles, torches, binoculars and hurri¬ 
cane lamps negotiate hilly terrain, and 
look into caves and other possible 
hiding places. 

Curiously, journalists who visit 
Tirupattur come back with interesting 
stones T. N. Gopalan of the Indian 
Expiesi who was in Tirupattur on 15 
September was assaulted in broad day¬ 
light by a “Naxalite” a few yards away 
from the police station “1 had spent 
nearly half in hour with the police and 
I was going towards my lodge. A self- 
proclaimed Naxalite kicked me and 
warned me not to write anything about 
them.” recalled Gopalan. 

It IS not only in Tirupattur and 
Dharampuri that the police are inten¬ 
sifying the drive against Naxalites. 
Lawyers, too, who have defended the 
extremists in the past have been 
rounded up. P V Bhaktavatsalam, a 
Tirupattur lawyer, arrested on 16 Au¬ 
gust, has been refused bail Bhaktavat- 
sdlani, the brain, behind the organisa¬ 
tion for civil arid democratic rights, 
had demanded that the state govern¬ 
ment should provide relief to the mem¬ 
bers oi the families of the three sus- 
jiected Naxalites who had died in the 
tdi blast nearTirmiditur. He had said' 

“ They were not ncld guilty by any 
court and they are entitled to com¬ 
pensation ” 

A few days lalei, V Chokalingam, 
the printer and ptiblisher of Makkal 
SeJffiii (People’s News), a daily with a 
small circulation, was arrested for 
publishing “seditious” articles. Then 
came a more sensational arrest. K. V. 
Sankaran, president of the Advocates 
Association, who had attended a Mad¬ 
ras city meeting of the civil and demo¬ 
cratic rights organisation in his “indi¬ 
vidual capacity,” was arrested on 1 
September. Sankaran who had de¬ 
fended several alleged extremists in 
the past was accused of having said ' 
that “only by doing away with the 
police could the government be top¬ 
pled ” 

It IS believed that more “vigorous” 
steps against the Naxalites will follow. 
According to a police spokesman Inter¬ 
pol would be asked to investigate the 
flow of foreign money and arms to the 
Naxalites. Efforts are also being made 
to check the infiltration of Naxalites 
into the police force during recruit- 
munt For the first time In police 
histoi y the background of the candi¬ 
dates IS being checked thoroughly by 
the nitelhgence department. 

Arthur Pais 



OBSESSIOMS 

^ Testing the venom 

Kozhikode; Velajiudhan sat like a man 
possessed in the glass chamber. Around 
him were 31 cobras, three vipers and 11 
kraits. But the 33-year-old class four 
employee of the Kerala State,Electricity 
Board was firm in his determination to 
become the world’s first man to live for 
mure than 75 days with his “45 venomous 
triends.” He was bitten four timds since 
he entered the glass chamber on 17 
August, and the fourth time it nearly cost 
him his life That was on the 19th day. 
heeling giddy, he was removed to an 
intensive care unit and given a 120 ml 
anii-vcnom injection After 61 hours he 

, felt betier again and re-entered the glass 



Capital flight 

Trivandrum: The customs qfficer 
asked the routine question: "Are you 
carrying any Indian currency with 
you?” Two oearded Sikhs, Santosh, 
35, and Gurumukh Singh, ^0, who had 
turned up at the counter on Friday, 5 
September to be cleared for the flight 
to Colombo leaving Trivandrtfm in 
another 30 minutes said they had 
about Rs 620 in Indian currency be¬ 
tween them. To which the officer 
replied that an individual is entitled 
to carry only Rs 20. When Santosh 
asked what they should do, the officer 
said curtly: “It’s your headache”. But 
on second thoughta, the officer said 
they could deposit their excess money 


cage ignoring the advice of Dr Warrier, 
who was constantly monitoring his 
physical condition. As a form of appease¬ 
ment, the young adventurer gave a letter 
to the organisers signed by him and his 
wife which stated that if anything unto¬ 
ward happened, the responsibility would 
be his 

The yagna catapulted Velayudhan to 
fame, bringing him a substantial amount 
of money. Till the 26th cjay of the snake 
yagna, more than two lakh people had 
filed past the glass cage, paying a rupee 
each, to watch the spectacle. The cor¬ 
poration of Kozhikode took 32p per 
rupee as entertainment tax while the 
herpetologist took 60 per cent of the 
takings. 

The organisers of the yagna had 
wanted to get the feat of endurance 
recorded in the Guiness Book of World 
Records but Velayudhan failed them. On 


16 September, he abandonejl his efforts.," 
Velayudhan’s snake yagna has in^ 
spired others to i&idertake similar feais,' 
WithinKB space of one month the stage 
has been set for two more yagnas—nt, < 
Cochin and Coimbatore. In Cochin, Of 1 
Tommy Joseph, the'pianaging director pjf 'C 
the Tornman Joseph Memorial Institute / 
in Idukki district Which specialises iq '') 
snake studies, is planning a similar feat^ 
of endurance. Eithe^ Dr Joseph or his 
younger brothef WiUiam Thomas, will 
try to stay in'the snake cage for 120 days 
with 122 snakes starting on 2 October. 
The second yagna is bemg planned by 
Parthasarathy, who had earlier bettered 
his own record for walking backwards 
(this record is yet to be recognised by 
Gutness, who must be more responsible 
than anything else fousuch 'achieve¬ 
ments’) 

Binoo K. John 



with a friend or acquaintance and 
even leave the counter and go out to 
the lounge to do this. 

First, the two Sikhs tried their lubk 
at the State Bank of Travancore coun¬ 
ter. The bank refused their deposits 
because it dealt with foreign ex¬ 
change only. The two men scanned 
the crowd for somebody whom they 
could trust with the money. There was 
none Time ticked away, and in de¬ 
speration they returned to the cus¬ 
toms counter to plead with the officer 
for permission to carry the money. 
The officer refused, and, predictably, 
asked them to try once more: “Surely, 
you will find someone you know out¬ 
side." 

And once more Santosh and Guru¬ 
mukh failed. In sheer anger and frus¬ 


tration, they turned up at the customs 
counter, pulled out the currency notes 
from their pockets and tore them up, 
one at a time, with the rest of the 
passengers staring at them in sur¬ 
prise. "We think, we can go in now,” 
Gurumukh said triumphantly—only 
to be disappointed By now a couple of 
policemen who had been summoned 
by .the customs officer had started 
picking up the torn pieces of the 
currency notes. “Tearing currency 
notes is against the law,” the police ' 
told Santosh and Gurumukh and led 
them to the nearest police station. 
After some time, the police, apparent¬ 
ly moved by their plight, decided to 
let them off with a warning 
Moral- You can’t wm. 

G. S. Kartha 





Just be good 

President iimmv t arier 
loves his brother Billv but not 
the Lmbariassment the \otin 
j«er brother has been eausinK 
him regard'inK the Libyan 
deals And to present another 
‘Billvttatt’ jimniv (alter has 
druwn up a set of ituidelints 
oi ‘advices” as hi calls them, 
not only tor naughts Bills but^ 
also for somt ot his lelaiivcs 
who might sometimes wish to 
step out of lint And to give 
his SCI of lilies somt scmbl 
ance ot i( spec labiliiv he has 
asked govt rnmeni employees 
to abide bv them I hey will, 
howevci havi no legal au 
thorny and will not be hind 
ing on timiK Piisidents Ihe 
Presidents iiilcs wetc being 
drawn up, aicoidiiig to senior 
White House officials, be 
eaiise “most people* in govern 
mini siinpls need some in 
dilation ot what thev should 
or should not do 


THE WORLD 


Working relationship 


Did the Polish woikers’ 
strike have anv iftcct on Big 
Biothci Moscow who was 
apparently not only watching 
the de\elopintnls but also 
helping the Polish Communist 
leadels in the negotiations 
with the willkiIS*' It did Ihe 
Russians we it woiried that 
their woikciy too would be 
affected hv tiu same virus So 
westein bioadtasts wtie tarn 
med But then siith an event 
could not be ignored Many 
Russians living in buiopcan 
Russia lame to know qf the 
stiike and the siiltsetjuent vie 
toiv of the Polish workers In 
a Irontpage article on IS 
September, the Riavda urged 
Soviet industrial officials, by 
wav of warning, to heed work 
eis' complaints in order to 
picserve the "unity of the 
Soviet society and the ^olidar 
itv of the people around the 
Patty ’ But It IS certain that 


On Deng Road 


“If you need food, get 
Zhao Ziyang,” cried Chinese 
peasants, about ten yeai s ago 
And with good reason Zhao 
Zivang, the new Chinese Pre 
mier, is known to be an econo 
inic wizard—tor the way he 
transformed he economy ol 
hif native Szechuan province 
A rich laiidlotd s son /liaos 


talents were recently recog 
nised by his powerful mentor, 
Deng Xiaoping Hence his 
appointment With Zhao at 
the helm now, China shall 
follow the capitalist line, and 
begin the march to economic 
advancement under the gut 
dance of superior technoc 
rats 


Some opposition 


i-ilipino dictaioi i-eidt 
nand Marcos is as incorrigible 
as ever—even after bgirtg cem 
fronted by what is shaping up 
to be his greatest thieat the 
broadest and stiongest ever 
opposition (onibine of 72 
opponents and eight political 
Parties Ihe opposition front, 
which christened itself the 
“National Convenant toi 
Freedom”, passed a resolu 
non on 29 August—the 84th 
anniversary of the “Cry of 
Bahntawak” vytien Andres 
Bonifacio plotted to over 
throw the Spanish colonial 
ists—demanding an end to 


the eight year martial law 
The occasion was symbolic, 
fur, among other things, the 
oppositionists protested 
against American bases in the 
Pnilippines For one thing, 
opposing the USA makes lit 
lie sense if the Philppines 
must guard against Soviet de¬ 
signs in Vietnam and Cambo¬ 
dia Marcos’ opponents also 
argue, hopefully, that if the 
country is to be saved from 
economic chaos, martial law 
and Marcos must go "This is 
the last ditch effort," they 
also warn, “to head off a 
bloody confrontation” 



the Soviet Union will not 
allow Its workers so much 
leeway as the Polish Party did 
although the conditions are 
similar there are inefficien 
lies, shortages and bot 
tlenecks The Pravda article. 


however, proiectcd an opti 
mistiL picture It was all 
pidise tor the Soviet Com 
munist Patty which had tri 
atud an aimosphere whcic 
“free, conscientious toilers 
could happily work togi ihei ' 



Briefly 


Lollipops 

If you are boss of a junta 
and have just taken over your 
country, what is among the 
first things that you should 
do’ Ask General Kenan 
Evren, latest head of state of 
Turkey after yet another coup 
in that country On Septem 
ber 14, using the carrot and 
the stick with the simple 
mindedness which only the 
worst army officers can 
achieve, he announced a 
pav rise for workers, and 
“postponed” all strikes “till 
further notice ” 

Aid? 

In 1979, the USA (which 
has an old, justified but no 
longer relevant reputation for 
generosity) spent more on 
potted plants for homes (S 
billion dollars) than on aid for 
the Third World (4 6 biUion 
dollars) And opinion polls 
say that four out of five Amer 
leans still want a further cut 
tn the amount of aid In the 
late 1960s, the USA gave 
O 4°o of us GNP to the 'Hurd 
World, only France, Austra¬ 
lia, Belgium and Holland^gave 
a bigger share Last year, the 
USA was giving just 0 19%— 
and only Italy among the de¬ 
veloped, democratic nations 
was giving lessi Traditionally, 
most US aid has been given 
under bilateral agreements 
with nations. Last year, 40% 


of dll bilateral aid by the US 
went to Egypt and Israel as 
reward foi signing the Camp 
David agreement 

New era? 

Among the Islamic com 
munities celebrating the 
di rival of the 19th century 
according to the hijn is the 
large Muslim community of 
central Asia living under the 
conglomerate entity known as 
the USSR Communist Mos 
cow, perhaps in an effort to 
improve its face with the Mus 
iim world, allowed an interna 
tional Islamic conference in 
Tashkent between September 
9 and 12 More than 70 coun 
tries attended However, no 
unanimous resolutions could 
be passed 

Oppression 

The latest target of the 
Iranian Islamic fundamental 
ists IS the small community of 
Baha’is Seven of them were 
executed as spies in the town 
of Yaidi III September, in Au 
gust nine members of the 
Baha’i National Spiritual 
Assembly were arrested The 
450,000 adherents of this 
faith in Iran are believers of 
Baha’ullah, who appeared in 
Iran and preached the unity 
of all religions The Baha’is 
are pro-Shah and refused to 
vote' in the referendum mak¬ 
ing Iran an Islamic state 











UVING 


Copycat 


Shooting star 



Original __ 

Rekha Chakraborty (46) 
learnt the trade from her 
mother '27 years ago And 
Rekha's knack of reproducing 
originals on mat with threads 
of many colours is uncanny. 

(The photographs here show 
the original portrait pf Uttam 
Kumar which appeared in an 
issue of Anandalok and 
Rekha’s embroidered repro¬ 
duction of the same.) She has 
exhibited in Bombay, Delhi, 
Madras and at home in Cal-« 
cutta.But she refuses to sell 
her work However, at a re¬ 
cent exhibition in Salt Lake, 
Calcutta, Rekha put up four 
Items for sale Her decision 
surprised many of her admir¬ 
ers But Rekha had her 
reasons' she was trying to 
raise funds for Rekha Chit- 
ram —an embroidery school 
which she is opening'on 1 
October this year 



Director M. S. Sathyu is on to 
his next venture— Bhoomi—a 
bilingual film (in Hindi and 
Kannada). The film is about a 
young IAS officer’s efforts to 
combat drought in Bidar, and 
the problems he faces in help¬ 
ing the drought-stricken peo¬ 
ple despite all political press¬ 
ures. And guess who the ac¬ 
tress is? 'Young and pretty 
Lavlin. This is her first yen'- 
tore and, as Lavlin says, “I 
think 1 have got a very good 
break The film gives me good 
op^rtunity to express* my¬ 
self.” She thinks very highly 
^ of director Sathyu “He is a 
I brilliant director who under- 
; stands what he is doing and 
i tries to bring out the best in 
} the actors and actresses,” she 
> says. And what does she in- 
: .tend to do in the future? Said 
Lavlin: “1 don’t want to act in 
juSt any film, especially the 
run-of-the-mill films. 1 would 
like to choose my films in¬ 
stead of going totally commer¬ 
cial. Say, films with a specific 
purpose.” She is off to a good 
start too. “I have received 
offers from a number of major 
producers and directors and I 
have been received very well 
in the industiy ” But about 
the industry itself she has 
many reservation;. Said Lav¬ 
lin: ”lt IS a rat race, and 1 


The 

visionary 

“I wanted to be more than 
anybody else.” And it seemed 
a reasonable explanation for 
Siddharth Kak’s involvement, 
first with management, then 
with ghost-vbicing and film¬ 
acting and now with journal¬ 
ism. In his quest to ”be more 
than anybody else,” Sid¬ 
dharth first came into the' 
news by winningihe Made for 
Each Other contest with his 
wife, Geeta. That was years 
ago. He returned to a quiet 
life, while Geeta went on to 
make a tremendous impact on 
the screen with her perform- 
anpe in Garam Hawa. But the 
irr»ressible Siddharth has 
surmced again, this time with 
a quarterly journal on films. 
The first two issues of his 
Cinema Vision bear enough 
evidence that this is an 
attempt at serious film jour¬ 
nalism. Cinema Vision has 
been well received. Even the 
British Film Institute gushed: 
"(Cinema Vision is) without 
doubt the most important and 
informative Indian film maga- 
sine ever.” 



personally do not intend to 
get into it. But I'd definitely 
love to work in good films and 
maybe devote my life to 
acting.” Lavlin has blossomed 
into a very good photographer 
too, with initial help from 


superstar friend Raghu Rat. 
In fact her first exhibition of 
photographs is scheduled to 
open in Delhi at the Art Herit¬ 
age gallery from 2 October 
and will continue till 15 
October. 


Stamp of dedication 



Mother Teresa was recently honoured by the Indian Post and 
Telegraph Department when it released a stamp to commemo¬ 
rate her Nobel award. The picture above shows Mother receiving 
an album Containing the stamps On her right is IFesr Bengal 
circle Postmaster General, C L- Deb. 













TT’S no use putting it down 
JLto merely Rishi Kapoor’s 
' Ulness. One must admit that 
Raj Kiran is really good. Or 
else why would people praise 
his performance and say he 
scored over Rishi in Karz in 
spite of his small role as com¬ 
pared with Chintu’s'’ And 
now Raj is getting films by 
the dozen. Recently Yash 
Chopra signed him for a film 
which will also launch a pret¬ 
ty, fresh female face Much 
can be said of Raj, in spite of 
his tactless ways. The boy 
clearly nursed a Chintu- 
complex as he can nefer 
forget how Chintu along with 
Dimple Kapadia, broke all 
OTevious box-office records in 
Bobby At that time Raj 
Kiran (also trying to be an 
RK!) was being groomed by . 
B. R. Ishara for Kaagazki Nao 




S men large-hearted and kind- 
‘ characteristics typical of Sai 
jeev, who is known as Simpli 
Simon Sanjeevt Jayshree T 
even manages to look like 
Hema Malini with the clevei 
touches of make-up, just to 
attract Sanjeev (since he is 
still nursing a big Hcma- 
hangover) but getting no¬ 
where closer to Sanjeev that 
an empty tiffin-carrier. 

A fter Moushumi de¬ 
clared in her typical styl 
that she has so many sarees 
that she has to give them 
away, readers and friends 

Sarika needs,more exposure 


Jayshree T: Will she become 
Sanieev’s dream-girl? 
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Simple Simon Sanjeev 

with newcomer Sarika. The 
film flopped and Raj Kiran 
was pushed into oblivion. 
This happened six years ago. 
Now Raj is very much on his 
own and doing well too 

S PEAKING of Raj K/ran’s 
tactless ways, remember 
the time when he was shoot¬ 
ing for Karz and told anyone 
who cared to listen that he 
had a strong infatuation for a 
woman older than himself, 
Simi, his co-star in the film. 
He declared that he loved her 
poise, her class and what not. 
Well, news even went around 
that he was trying to woo the 
lady long after the film was 
complete and released. No¬ 
thing wrong with that except 
that Raj’s raised many eyeb¬ 
rows among the filmi crowd. 


T hat jayshree T is madly 
in love—over the past so 
many years—with Sanjeev 
a Kumar is well known. But 
s must she advertise the fact 
c that her dream-man must be 
^ simple, have a strong sense of 
f humour, must be fat and 
S round for that is what makes 


have been playing all kinds o 
practical jokes on her And 
she seems to enjoy being 
made a laughing-stock! 
Doesn’t she realise that her 
sarees are no big deal, even ii 
she wanted to give them awa; 
free? Yes, if it were Raakhee 
announcing an annual sale of 
her sarees things would have 
been different. There will be 
a stampede near her house or 
wherever she chooses to sack 
them! 

TATONDER if the Dimple- 
V V Rajesh reunion has put 
an end to the acrimonious 
battle that had begun when 
Dimple made the headlines 
by declaring that she was tre¬ 
ated very cruelly by Rajesh 
Khanna. Rajesh had in turn 
laid bare her two-year-old 
affair with Vijayeadra 
Charge, which she must have 
indulged in just to reassure 
herseu of her youth and 
beauty. At the time of 
writiiiyg the two are closeted 
in their room at Aa^Unnd 
with a do-not-disturb ordbr. 
Not even phone chlls. So It is 
a happily-ever-after ending 
after all! I 









A sKj4r/wUl be making it 
[\.big in Bombay, her 
Ibther hopes to strike ^old 
Rladras. He’s soon going to 
el hitched to a Tamil girl. 
Tamil films mean a lot of 
ard work, Telugu films 
lean a lot of money, and 
lindi films mean a lot of 
jlk,” says Rati’s father Roop 
tgnihotri. Rati seems to 
gree with him But then Hin- 
11 films also mean plenty of 
noney, isn’t it’ 

P RKETHA'Smaiden film 
■f/ienir about the plight of 
ea estate workers is almost 
bmplete She’s considered to 
[e one of the brightest new- 
jnmeis rn hit the Tamil 
Seen It’s believed that 
Pb'il soon make a film for 
fh<if;y<iraj, the successful 
icoi-director. 


r ;j UMOURS are afloat that 
'i.C'hoba's mother Prema 
If.. 1.071 IS packing off to Sing- 
ipore '.vhere a couple of her 
" ■' ".'s, including an uncle, 
i:. Her features in a 

j‘j ' T-.’ill weekly about 
ler."jhter are coming to 
in er.H 7\s expected the lady 
las gone out of her way to 
na'ie innumerable slander- 
3us comments about Balu 
Mahsndra But did she ever 
Ihm'' 'hat by doing so she was 
■ying her daughter a bad 
jpnie’ In one of the features, 
he 'poke at length of Shoba 
lom.ng home sos/led Shoba’s 
:o swrs as well as directors 
iiv.'ji that she would not 
;v(’ ’ touirh the mildest wine 
fv'hcn iiahi glanced through 
he V/! itiPgs, he asked a 
r end to co.ivey a little mes- 
iJgetoBieiTr’ “Write any 
hr.r.n thing ahont myself, but 
bp,ire your d.otightei Don't 
sp ■'! her name further Don’t 
ciKalate cheap rumours ab- 
'111'her.” 

JT HOU BHAAU Shoma 
f- Anand was hauled over , 
t'i’',jals by director/ V. /, 
rr That was Pramod Chak J^ 
'<» -vchy’s version Chakra- 
'at thy had commissioned 
last to make Patita. kffw 
I Hindi version of Sasi’s 
H-fime hit Her Nights. 
he film was originally 
lesigned as a quickicjiMir' 


an Agnihotn 



flopped badly and Shoma 
gave up hoMs of mabng it 
big in Kerala. Things started 
worsening after Arattu 
according to Chakravarthy. 
He accuses Sasi of terrorisiiig 
Shoma, and of blowing up 
money on hard drinking. Sasi 
has repudiated all the allega¬ 
tions. Chakravarthy had no 
guts to make a simple realis¬ 
tic film and that was the be¬ 
ginning of a serious mis¬ 
understanding, accuses Sasi. 
And then, of course, this busi¬ 
ness of Shoma’s forehead 
I caused a great deal of trou¬ 
ble. Sasi and his cameraman 
thought that Shoma’s fore¬ 
head was terribly ugly. They 
wanted her to do her riair in 
such a way that a part of her 
forehead would be covered. 
But Chakravarthy vetoed 
their idea As things stand 
now, Panta has been largely 
re-shot and the advertise¬ 
ments just don’t mention 
Sasi’s name 

A n AMERICAN hitch¬ 
hiker who showed up in a 
couple of Tamil films, includ¬ 
ing Radii had a hectic time in 
a city hotel where she was 
said to be distributing 
favours rather liberally. The 
situation became so “alarm¬ 
ing” that the hotel manage¬ 
ment asked her to leave A 
number of up coming actors 
tried to have a nice time with 
the girl but she was a bit wary 
of the film crowd “They 
promi.se you the moon, but 
once the passion has faded, 
they forget all the sweet 
promises,” she told one of 
them. She didn’t mind flirting 
with a “still” photographer. 
But she alienated him after 
she went through his pic¬ 
tures “How much do you get 
for these pictures’” she 
asked him He named a fi¬ 
gure. “Ugh,” said the girl, “if 
you were taking pictures in 
America, you’d be making a 
fortune?*‘Maybe,” shot back 
the photographer, “but do 
you think that you would 
make millions in America?” 

E xciting things are hap- 
peningin Pati Aga/hotri’s 
house. Brother Raakesh is 
going to set up a couple of 
fast food shops in Madras 
city. The emphasis Mil be on 
exotic snacks and he has 
plans to open up a chain of 
such shops all over the South 
in the course of the next 
three years. Disco music will 
be a permanent feature of his 
shops. Surely he has the 
young crowd in mind. 


PIOUSJI 


43 










Baoinalng 5 Oclobar 

This week the Sun Jupiter and Saturn are in Virgo, Mercury and Uranus are in Libra Mars and Neptune are in Scorpio Ketu alone is in 
Capricorn, Rahu is in Cancer Venus is the only planet in Loo The Moon will be moving through Virgo Libra and Scorpio Irom Leo 
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ARIES (March 21—April 

20)You may have to take a 
loan to meet urgent ex 
penses this week You are 
advised to pursue a new 
path to reach your goal This is a period 
ol Inal tor businessmen and profession 
als Love and matrimonial affairs are well 
signified Your domestic front will also be 
calm and a source of happiness There 
will be a marked improvement in your 
financial condition Avoid disputes and 
speculative ventures Good dates 7 8 
and 10 Lucky numbers 1 3 and 10 
Favourable direction South east 

TAURUS (April 21-May 
22)You will be faced with 
severe competition in your 
business or personal life 
This should be met with 
patience and courage You are advised 
to consult elderly friends and relatives 
Progress will be slow in professional 
matters A valuable friendship wilt de 
velop Take care while investing money 
Look after your health which is bound to 
cause some anxiety Try and use your 
initiative in business matters Good dales 
6 8 and 11 Lucky numbers i 3 and 10 
Favourable directions North and East 
GEMINI (May 23 - June 

21) There is a threat to your 
professional life this week 
You are advised not to 
allow any member of the 

opposite sex to interfere with your profes¬ 
sional work A new friendship will provide 
you with a lot of confidence Differences 
among partners are foreseen Be on your 
guard against deceit Avoid getting into 
disputes and arguments Financially 
however this is a very good week for you 
You are advised not to take too many 
risks Keep a watch on your health Good 
dates 6 9 and 10 Lucky numbers i 3 and 
10 Favourable directions North and East 

GANGER (June 22 — July 

22) You will make progress 
this week Your financial 
condition will show a 
marked improvement But 

you should be careful not to neg¬ 
lect your domestic front Take particular 
care while dealing with the women of 
ypur family Do not undertake journeys 
this week Avoid extravagance You will 
be required to take hasty decisions and 
are advised to exercise tact and discre 
tion in this matter Keep up your corres¬ 
pondence with fnends Good dates' 5 6 
and 9 Lucky numbers 3 6 and 9 
Favourabla diractlom West and Soutri 






I't 

A)/ 


LEO (July 23 — August 
22)You need plenty ol rest 
and peace of mind this 
week The results ol your 
activities in the last lew 
weeks have not been commensurate 
with your efforts Do not let this dampen 
your spirits In reality you are very close 
to your goal Stand your ground and do 
not give in There iftill be good news lor 
you in the weeks to come Your friends 
will stand by you and give you confi¬ 
dence You need not worry about pend 
mg court matters and debts Good dales 
e, 9 and 10 Lucky numbers 1 3 and 6 
Favourable directions West and North 
VIRGO (August 23 — 
September 22)Despite 
some initial trouble this is a 
happy week lor you You 
will gain through property 
or legal matters or at least have the 
opportunity to do so You are advised not 
to take undue risks Concentrate on your 
plans lor the future Your domestic front 
may cause you some anxiety Do not get 
into disputes with elders A good week 
for romance and matrimonial affairs 
Good dales 7 9 and 11 Lucky numbers 4 
7 and 8 Favourable direction South 

libra (September 23 - 
22)You will face 
hurdles in your path this 
week In spite of your 
efforts you will feel dis 
appointed Your health will also cause 
you anxiety Be careful in your dealings 
with elders or those in authority Pay 
attention to service details Avoid spe¬ 
culative ventures Try and meet your 
problems with patience Businessmen 
are advised to guard against deception 
A letter Irom an old friend or distant 
relative will, howevpr bring some good 
tidinqs.Keeb an eye on your expenses 
Good dales- 8 10 and 11 Lucky numbors 
1, 2 and 9 Favourable direction West 
SGORPIO (October 23 — 
November 21)You will make . 
good and steady progress 
throughout this week You 
will get the chance to gam 
through a secret matter or association 
Your business will show signs of im¬ 
provement You are advised to guard 
against extravagance and over 
optimism Lovers however, are likely to 
face new hurdles Elders will stand in 
your way The domestic front witl not be 
too happy Good datos 5. 6 and 9 lucky 
numbers 1,3 and 4 Favourable dirgetion. 
South-west 



'g SAGIHARIUS (November 22 
m T ’ — December 22)An old 






friend will render you good 
service this week Nei^ in 
lerests will contribute to 
your happiness Your financial condition 
will improve But you are advised to 
conserve your lesources Medical ex 
penditure is likely in your family This is a 
good time for love and matrimonial 

affairs But do not neglect your business 
or professional interests You may have 
to undertake a short journey Good dates 
7 9 and 11 Lucky numbers 2 5 and 9 
Favourable direction South oast 

’ (/ GAPRIGORN (December 23 

1 a — January 20)Your associ 

)) ates will cause problems 

( i yo'f ^*^^7 ''''•I* 

. indulge in false allegations 

and criticisms But you need not worry 
about your domestic front Things will 
move quite smoothly there However be 
careful in your dealings with your spouse 
or elders in the family Oo not get into 
controversies This is not the right time 
for major changes Love affairs are well 
signified Good dates 9 to and ij Lucky 
numbers 3 6 and 9 Favourable direction 
West 

AQUARIUS (January 21 — 
February 19)Many pleasant 
f surprises are in store for 
I ' you this week It is also a 
good time for courtship and 
marnage Care is advised in professional 
matters You are also advised noi to spoil 
your chances by impulsive decisions 
Secret matters will progress well You will 
get the opportunity to make appreciable 
and vital changes Avoid legal matters 
and complications A good lime for ro 
mance Good dales S, 6 and 7 Lucky 
numbtn 2, 6 and ll Favourable direc¬ 
tion* North 

PISCES (February 20 — 
March 20)This is a quiet 
week tor you You will 
fnal*® steady but not spec¬ 
tacular progress in all 
fields You will get the opportunity to 
meet old fnends and relatives who will be 
of great help to you in the weqks altead 
Pay attention to family maOers Keep up 
your correspondence with business or 
professional associates Look after your 
health and be careful in your dealings 
with members of the opposite sex Good 
datos 5,6 and 8 Lucky numbers 4 7 and 
8 Favtwrkbio direclton. East 


M. B. RAMAN 
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SLVNPUR Some ‘dedd’ persons have 
P^to expiessed then desire to take part 
111 the liquoi auLlions this year and foi 
this they liad applied toi the issue of 
solvemv LOitifRates from tbe Tehsil 
otfise The ‘dead persons had submit¬ 
ted then applttations alonf* with the 
ietei|)t ot the payment of water tax and 
house tax ot the Kanpur Nagdr Mahapa- 
lika and their appliLatiuns were duly 
\erified by the oath commissioners and 
the notaries I he Kanpui Tehsil office 
had received about ItO odd applications 
tor the issue of solvency certificates 
But on physical veritication, some sir- 
prising facts came to light According to 
official souices, in some cases it was 
found that the applicant had died about 
SIX vears ago and there was no propeity 
lett in his name In some other cases the 
Wfddresses given in the applications 
rweie found take The district author¬ 
ities were contemplating legal action 
against about two dozen such cases— 
Ndtiondl Heiald (Anil Kumar, 
1 atehgarh, UP) 

riRUCHI Trains are not supposed to 
wait for late comers but student leaders 
seem to have other ideas This morning 
(2 September) the Nagore Thanjavui 
Passenger steamed out of Ammapel but 
the chain m some of the bogifes was 
pulled by students of a private college 
at Poondi and the train came to a halt 
When the tram crew wanted to know 
the reason for stopping the tram, they 
twere informed by the students that 
j^their leader Dmakaran missed the tram 
at Ammapet The ttam suffered a deten¬ 
tion of about 45 minutes before Dina- 
karan boarded the tram—/ndian Ex 
press (Arulraj, Madras) 

NEW DELHI. Two brothers, Abdul Haq 
and Riaz Shahid, separated during the 
1947 turmoil, have found each other 
again after 33 years The two brothers 
tvho lived in Sham Chaurasi village in 
Hoshiarpur district, were migrating to 
Pakistan with their parents when Abdul 
Haq was lost Riaz Shahid made fraqtic 
bu]^futile efforts to trace him. Then, fey 
chance a Pakistani visitor met Abdul 

a now a barber in Aurangabad 
arashtra). Abdul Haq mentioned 
' to him the name qf his brother, Riaz 
Shahid. Could he not be the same per¬ 
son as, the Mayor of Faisalabad the 


visitor wondered On return he found 
that this was so and had it confirmed 
through photographs obtained through 
the Embassy Abdul Haq has now left 
foi Pakistan, where he would meet his 
brother, old mother and other relatives, 
says a Pakistan Embassy release— The 
Hindusrjii Times iGurinder Singh 
Mann, New Delhi) 

MORADABAD The Central Reserve 
Police force first shot a person though 
inadvertently and then provided blood 
to save his lite The persoa Mohammad 
Taufeek was found by the CRP men m a 
serious condition from a house m the 
Asalatpura locality last week The CRP 
men had entered the house for a search 
after they were fired upon from the 
house The fire was returned in which 
Taufeek is believed to have been hit In 
the hospital where Taufeek had been 
admitted he had been fighting for life 
toi want of blood Having come to know 
of It 40 jawans of the CRP were sent to 
hospital for offering the needed blood 
for Taufeek Finally the blood of Naik 
Sant Naram was found matching with 
that of Taufeek The Naik donated his 
blood to save Taufeek’s life —Northern 
Indid Pdtnka (Ajai Mehrotra, Alla¬ 
habad) 

ERNAKUl.AM A lady overseer, Sosam 
ma, was locked up in her National 
Highway office at the Bannerji Road tor 
over three hours on Friday (5 Septem¬ 
ber) Reason she was a bit late m 
coming out of the office which was 
closed at 4 p.m That,the office was to 
have functioned till 5 30 p m. was 
another matter As she was to leave the 
office she found all the exits locked 
Frightened she cried aloud to attract 
the attention of other office leavers in 
the same multistoreyed building 
However, they found the lock mibreak- 
able Some of them contacted the police 
officers But they were in the midst ot a 
conference at the Collectoiate Aftei 
much discussions the Ernakulam Cen 
tral Police Station got the permission to 
break open the door And they did it 
with a bang As the harassed lady came 
but by eight in the night the Executive 
Engineer was also there After some 
persuasion arrangements were made to 
drop hei at her residence near Perum- 
bavoor Moral leave the office as early 
as possible, lest you be locked up— 
Indian Express (K. Aravindakjhan, Tri¬ 
vandrum) 

RAIPUR. Alc'khandas, a piivate caiidi 
date for M A (sociology) ot Ravi Shank t 
111 University, who could not appear foi 
the examination this year on account of 
illness, had a pleasant surprise to get hi!> 
mark sheet showing that he had secured 
187 out of a total of 400 marks and 
hence declared succe.ssful —The Times 
ot Indid (Surya Deo. Patna) 


indiia (.andhi mav not be a queen, 
liut she IS a foiceful ruler—one who 
quite likelv could comnwnd her 
reluctant son to enter tHe corridor.s 
of power —Newsweek 

We still have a feudal spirit That is 
a tact —Rajiv Candhi 

\ DU can lot gel .ilxuil luloui IV'— 
V’.isaiit Saihe, I iudii 1 & K Miiiistei 

The Prime Minister wanted to con¬ 
fuse the people of Assam, but was 
not successful—Nibafan Bora, 
Assam’s Cana Sangiam Parishad 
executive committee member 

India’s immediate problem is not 
the spread of Hindi but ‘finding 
food, clothing and shelter—Indian 
resident in USA on the impending 
visit of MPs, quoted in Indian Ex¬ 
press 

The time has come when we can no 
longer indulge in mutual recrimina¬ 
tion The time has come to hang our 
head in shame—Nikliil Chakravar 
ty in Mdinstiedm 

Mis Candhi seems to be losing one 
ot her fdthei’s most precious herit¬ 
ages, I e sensitivity to the problems 
of minorities—Kewal V^aima m 
Business Standaid 

There is no doubt that the Muslims 
and all other minorities have grea¬ 
ter faith 111 me than in anybody 
else—H N Bahiiguiia 

Sved AlKhilhih Bukhari (the Imam 
of Jama Mas|id) is now personna 
non grata with the Pakistanis— 
Otfidiiisei 

R P Mehra’s anti Muslim instincts 
have glow 11 our of all proportions 
His tiffs with toimer captain “Ti- 
gei” Pataudi were iiiinianlv bused 
on communal disharmony—Bishen 
Singh Bedi in Weekend Review 

I am nut a saint I am a politician 
but I am not mad after high oft ice— 
Darbara Singh, Puniab CM 

If you in the Pi ess ate so concerned 
about mv health, 1 might tell you 
than I had a tummv-ache last even¬ 
ing—Mis Candhi quoted in Current 

If taking hostages could prevent 
American miorventions, all cuun- 
tiies would take Ameiicari diplo¬ 
mats hostage—Sadek Chotbzadeh, 
Iranian ,Foi eigii Minister j 

All the young giils who come to j 
interview me now tell me to give 
them something spicy or give them 1 
the liberty to manufacture some-' 
thing of then own Tlietr editors i 
require it—Dilip Kumar inter- j 
viewed in Mid-dav 




WETYf 


chess 

-r 


Van dar Via* (Slack) to mova 



Naauvaiev (WhHe) 

Potttlon after White a Uth move 

Curopi Cup Final 

Ths Europa Cup chos«r rquivileni of the 
European Cup does no) iltrart quite so 
much attention as its luoibill equivalent 
but certainly lacks none of Ihu excitement 
The (inal played between ttn. Soviet champ 
ions Burevestnik of Moscow and the 
Dutch Volmac ol Rotterdam promi ed to 
be a rather one sidad alfai( a sort ol Nottinq 
ham Eorest versus the pin timers of vome 
where or other who have a couple of good 
players but the goalkeeper is a par' time 
dentist and the loft buk ri ns t h iirdrr<-siny 
salon etc the Dutch beinrj on paper at any 
rate heavily outgunned The strength of the 
Moscow team could be qaugi d Iron Ihi^ 
tact that they named exwii'd ch impion 
Vassily Smyslov as tlirii re crvc for the first 
round In Ihb event the milch very leiily 
product o a major up-vet th Mu'- nns(ton i 
tinuing the football me top h r) rn y vi m nri 
in ext a time alrer storm j U"! m nute | 

equaliser Undoubted he o of the Oi tch 
otforl was their young Eiiri pcaii Cnarnpion 
Van der Viel who produce d vso p in iinq 
wins against strong grandmasters Barely 
31 he already plays with the authority of a 
seasoned grandmaster and is clearly the 
most promising young Dulrh player ft 
emerge since Jan Timhlsn 
I give his first round game in which he 
demolishes a very strong and experienced . 
opponent 

White Basuvajov (Moscow) Black Van der 
Viel (Rotterdam) 

Europa Cup I inal Kii g v Inti in Oetence 
Saemisth Variation 

1 R—CM N_XB3 2 P C"51 P—KN3 3 
N- C)B3 B- N2 4 P—hS P r»J S B3 
P—QPi $ B-K3 0—0 / 0- 02 P N3 
S B—Ol, B—02 A VI ry strange looking 
move but he could not phy lie inlondcd 
8 P—B4 because ol 9 PxP NPxP 

If R sr cvpioiling the pin i i thi O filr I 
C »sil- »s2 9 P—K5 V aj moio energolir 
e ,f^-84 10 P-N3 (4-33 11 P—OS 
N—ORA 

Here 11 M- K4 was an ambitious if 

dangerous alternative leading to sharp var 
lations after 12 P KR3 (trying to win a 
piece) P-QN4 11 P B4 P—Mb’ 14 
*- QNI NrKP lb O B? (still try ng o 
wnauiece) B 84 16 P 14 N—Bbmiie' 
Better not to try and win the piece* 

1 ' M-B1 B—QN1 13 P—0R4 M—K1 
I tending N- B2 and P—QNI 
14 B—B87 Clearly overlooking Blacks 
rep y tbougt he WaS ii any owSe i ready 
Irrsing the initiative 

(OiAGR/' M) 

14 P—K4! Very strt ng lor it 15 B x B 
N X B Black IS perfec lly poised to hit back 

46. . 


with P KB4 so White decides to mix d 

15 PaPep O—R5t the point 

16 P—N3 BxB 17 PxO.BxO IfKxB 
PxP 19 K—K3 N—QB3 20 N<1>-K2 

P—K4I With a positionally won game The 
backward pawn will bo masked by 
N 05 

21 14-05 N—03,22 NxN BPxNt, 23 
K—B2 N—83 24 B—a3,K—N2 Eineplay 
Black can improve this king s (tosilion 
before exchanging knights SB KR—N1 
K—R3 26 R—NS, NxN An excellent 
moment to nxrhange knights with the RNS 
f 11 away from lhi> gueenside 
27 BPxN P—ON4 38 P—QRS 

R(N1HQB1 29 P—N4 R—B6 30 R—N2 
R—N6 31 K—N3 R—OBI) Plenty ot time 
to take the ONP 

32 R—QB2 Playing tor a trick 

33 RxB 33 RxR(8) RxR 34 R—06 
While s point The bishop is trapped 

34 R-KB8, 35 K—N2, B-R6 11 
Black $ point The bishop is irrelevant 

36 K X B P—06 and White resigned The 
pawn IS unstoppable 

MICHAEL STEAM 


bridge 


RLArTCR's olten cast rioubt on good plays 
attributed to well known players Nothing is 
ir ore boring I ogiee than to set a standard 
bi llnncy reported as though it had been 
aciiiuvpct recently by some triond ol the 
writer It is a trap into which I never tall 
dclibeialcly But sometimes it is difficult not 
to be sceptical bee what you think ot this 
deal reported by Le Bndtjeur in a feature 
called The best deals of the month 
Dealer South Game all 
* 6 

V A K 4 3 
♦ 87? 

41. A 7 6 S 4 


rfc Q to ? 

V O J 9 8 / 
4 K 10 ' 

4 . 9 8 


N 

W E 
S 

4k A J 5 4 3 

V 2 

♦ A J 9 6 3 
A K 3 


A K 9 8 7 

* to 6 5 

♦ 04 

A Q J to ? 


South plays in Five Diamonds arul West 
leads the Queen ot hi'arts In preference to 
making a frontal attack on the diamonds 
Soi Ih cashes the side winners and lulls two 


spades and 
position 


A o in 2 

I 1 

♦ K 10 5 
A 


one heart 

A 

» 4 
♦ 8 

A 6 5 4 

N 

W E 
S 

A J 
¥ 

♦ A I 9 6 

A - 


arrive at this 


A K 
¥ 

♦ 04 
A O J 


-vouth leads the Jack of spades and the 
lo‘rnre seems to have no chance to make 
ni ire than two tricks It West discards 
declarer ruffs and leads a heart from 


dummy East may ruff high but South loses 
only to ♦ K and ♦ 10 It West rulls the 
spade with ♦ 10 again he makes only one 
more trick 


Bui study the possible effect ol rutting 
'v J With the diamond King and exiting with 
a heail East does best to discard a club 
South ruffs and thinking that ♦ 10 must be 
on his right leads • J from AJ9 East wins 
and promotes his partner s trumps 
A leading French player Daniel Versini 
remarks that he made this super play of the 
King of diamonds at the table 


TERENCE REESE 


strimps 



Medu val coins ire featured on four new 
stamps from tht Grand Duefy ot Liixem 
bourq One ot then) (<Jbove) i a Silver 
grosso poftnying Count John ot I uxem 
boiirg who in 1 ^10 sue ceeded his father in 
law as King of Bohemia Alter a long ciret# 
as H royil ntcrernary Kinq Jo^ n becimo 
blind bul earntd i n»ch« »n English hi lory 
by fighting on the French side ind dying 
gallantly at Creiy in 346 Then appeirs to 
be no contemporjry evidence for iht pic 
turesque tradition that the Ulirk F’rinci 
picked up lf»e dead king s hi< Id ^nd 
claimed for hims4 II ts d^vitr f thrre 
ostrich plumes ind the motto U h Pitn The 
grosso is exrtptiomi imong t4th (enluiy 
coins in having * lifelike peirira t of the 
morarch Ms English rguivaUnt ws-. th< 
silvr r fourpence which was known is the 
groat from its French contcmprir iry tf)c 
gros lournois first minted at Tours about 
1260 It was Fdward III the victor of Cre<y 
who made the groat a regular feature of tht 
English coinage though it had been issued 
briefly by his grandfather Fdward I 

C W HILL 


quiz 


QUESTIONS 

1 Lacrosse is the oldest organised sport 
in North America What is the crossed 

2 The theory in Philosophie zooiogique 
explained why giraffes have long necks 
and eels have no fins Who propounded 
the theory’ 

3 Franz Liszt the greatest piano vir 
tuoso of his lime revolutionised the 
technique of piano playing and invented 
the piano recital as it is known today To 
which country did he belong’ 

4 What IS Vikramorvasif 

5 Rosh Hashana is celebrated among 
the Jewish community with the sounding 
ol the rams horn and festive meals 
What IS Rosh iHashana’ 


jEa/, MSN qsimep am S 
ejn)eie)i| )ij>isues )0 taiseiu 6ui 
pueisino am sepi|Ex Aq uaua/vi Euteip 
puooas aqj, uapieuj auiAip e jO) lepoiu 
e io aAO| aqi si aiuem asoqivt euieip v tr 
Aje6unH C 

luauJuojiAue aiii io spueutap aqi Aq 
pa)euiuii|8 JO pajaiso) ateM sueSjo pue 
sqtui) leq) sem Ajoaqi sih ifbjeujeq z 

qouej:) ui essoio ei jaizojb 

sdoqsig eqi luoj) emeu s)i peAuap ii 
lieq am ssEd puE Ajjbo O) siaABid am Aq 
pasn ifJOMieu esoo| e uit>fh ueis uapoow 
e |0 6 ui)si8uo 3 luametdiui am i 
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COMICS 







WHO TOLD YOU WE WERE 
LOADING EVERYTHING 
UP ON A galley before 
the CORSICANS I 

ATTACK ? COME ON, 
WHO TOLD YOU ? 


(.4 



Mwzr 

mCORSfCA 


byGOSCINNY 

andUDERZO 


>OLi 
BEEN 
WO=^K'Nt> 
AlU ^ 

N GHT ® . 


. " W not " 

> SAYING ' T-iS 
/ PAAETOP to__ 

/a,1E not tQ "EL- 
Mf«YC^ E vvE 

C-=A< N3 i 
AAftE- y 


1^ I 


6^'!l 


"Sir « 




|y/y/»r WAS 

r//£ 

PRAETOR’S 

having the 

WAREHO’JSES 

clear 

'prcc-' ■ 


fOU THINK 

he !NTBN^ 

TO ESC APB 
AND 

LEAVE ^ 
US HERB? 



^ VOU^kB V YOU'RE GOING THE CORSICANS 
Ty^^F^ y /»«• I Abe RniNtiTO 


IB 


mPB HOUSES! ^ORSICANS!^ 


ARE GOING TO 
, ATTACK/^ 


wf'O 
<OU AWb 

TH»se. 
^ CO E6 





YES, THAT'S /VHAT p tIKE 

o KNo./ Tcc vaybe it was 

~HE CAP 'A .M Or 'HP 
SALLEY WE I^E GO 'NS TO 
jSE "O ES^'afe Arj"' . 


K*' 

I 






Wi 





BOYS BOYS/ THE 
CORSICANS AREN'T 
GOINS TO ATTACK ' YOU 

/Yus-^u'T oei/eve 

3 / ft os ‘uL 

OMEN! 




AT THE GATES 
OF ALEFIA . . 




vMi' 





'>-'liKy 





THIS'LL 
DO US 
NICELY. 







Sw? Wi ^ ^ 

« K ^ 



























YC(D CIVIL WARS 

On 13 September Meneka Gandhi 
came briefly into public focus 
ugain, after a long time, when she 
came out of 1, Safdarjung Road 
(the PM’s residence) to calm the 
frayed tempers of an angry crowd 
of about 500 Youth Congressfl) 
activists. But this story is not really 
about Moneka, it is about the grow¬ 
ing frictions in the Youth Congres- 
sfi) after Sanjay’s death A tree¬ 
planting ceremony had been orga¬ 
nised tv one of the general secre¬ 
taries erf the Delhi Pradesh Youth 
Congress(I), Satish Yadav, at 
Uttamnagar in rural Delhi on 13 
September. The Union Minister for 
Agriculture Rao Birendra Singh, 
the Haraina Power Minister Mehr 
Singh Rarhi, the Delhi Pradesh 
Cungie«a(l) chief H. K. L. Bhagat, 
the Delhi Youth Congrcssfl) presi¬ 
dent Jagdtsh Tytier, the MP from 


WHISPER CAMPAIGN 

A whisper campaign has lieeii 
started against Foreign Minister P 
V Naraaimha Rao. It is reliablv 
learnt chat Pandit KamidapaiiTri 
pathi. Narayan Dutt Tiwari and Mir 
Qasim have been telling people in 
Delhi, including the Prime Minister 
that It will be binter to send him to 
Hyderabad as the Chief Minister of 
Andhra Pradesh. The whisper cam- 

K aign has been started at the he- 
est of Dr Channa Reddy. It seems 
that Channa Reddy wants Nara- 
simha Rao to be out of Delhi in case 
he IS brought to the centre aftei 
being removed from the chief 
ministership of Andhra. That will 
ensure that Channa Reddy will lie 
the seniormost Andhra leader at 
the centre Moreover, if he is re¬ 
placed by a senior man like Nara 
simha Rao at Hyderabad, it will 
also be a saving grace for Channa 
Reddy It may ^ recalled that at 
one stage Narasimha Rao was a 
powerful AlCC general secretary in 
the undivided Congress and he had 
lieen entrusted with the task of 
overseeing the ouster of P R Das 
Munshi and the installation of 
Ambika Soni as the Youth Congress 
chief in 197.5 Narasimha Kao was 
quite popular as a general seciet- 
ary and was entnisted with the task 
of drafting the Congressfl) main es 
to before the Luk Sabha elections 
in January His elevation to the 
fiowerful position of foreign minis¬ 
ter must have irked his opponents 
in central politics and understand¬ 
ably thm have now became natural 
allies of Channa Reddy. 


outer Delhi Sajjan Kumar, and the 
Youth Congressd) general secret¬ 
ary Sarvjit Singh were all invitees. 
While Mr Tytier was enjoying him¬ 
self in Pans (that was where he had 
gone), and could therefore be ex¬ 
cused for not turning up in the less 
salubrious environment of rural De- 
.Ihi, none of the other VIPs turned 
up either to honour the memory of 
Mr Sanjay Gandhi An angry Mr 
Yadav, who must have told all his 
followers that he would make all 
the VIPs turn up, loaded his work¬ 
ers into trucks and drove straight to 
the PM’s house to protest,The truth 
stMin came Two Youth Cungress(l) 
office lieurers. Rati Ram and Shadi 
Ram, had sent telegrams to all 
these invitees saying that the func¬ 
tion had been cancelled (both of 
them are close lieutenants of Jag- 
dish Tytier) Apparently this is the 
schiKilboyish prank level to which 
(Mtlitics has sunk in the noble city of 
Delhi 



COSTLY ERROR 

Maneka Gandhi seems to have mis¬ 
sed a golden opportunity to remain 
m the limelight. Just after her hus¬ 
band's death, we were told, Mrs 
Gandhi asked Maneka if she would 
like to he her official hostess, just 
as Mrs Gandhi was Pandit Nehru’s. 
This was one way, Mrs Gandhi must 
have thought, to keep Maneka 
occupied after the grievous loss of 
her husband Initially, Maneka was 
enthusiastic, but then someone 
gave her some poor advice and she 
refused the job of a “maidservant” 
If only Maneka had realised how 
powerful even a “maidservant” 
with access to a Prime Minister can 
lie' Whatever the reason, Maneka 
missed her chance It is also said 
that relations between the two 
daughters-in-law of the PM’s house¬ 
hold have become terrible, with the 
rise to power of Rajiv Gandhi 


FLYIN G HIGH 

With a heavy heart, we return our 
attention to the chronicles of P. C. 
Sethi It .seems that this unique 
Minister of ours hits the headlines 
ouch time he boards an aircraft. 
This lime it was not a puny state 
government plane, but a big, big 
lelliner of the Kuwait Airways. To 
liegiii from the beginning. Mr Sethi 
left on 16 September for a 
marathon tour to Kuwait, Rome, 
Tripoli, London, Geneva, Zurich 
and Baghdad, accompanied by his 
wife. There is nothing wrung in a 
Minister going abroad; they go all 
the time There is nothing wrong in 
a Minister’s wife going with him, 
although wives do not accompany 
Ministers all the time But what has 
raised eyebrows is that Mr Sethi 
has broken tradition by choosing 
nut to fly Air India, our national 
carrier 

Normally any representative of the 
government whose expenses are 
being met out of the public exche¬ 
quer travels by Air India unless the 
airline does not fly to the particular 
city he or she has to visit. But Mr 
Sethi took an ‘open’ ticket from Air 
India, which entitles him to fly by 
any airline which has a reciprocal 
arrangement with Air India. And 
his first lap was done by Kuivait 
Airways, despite the fact that Air 
India flies there. Why was the rule 
broken for Mr Sethi? And why does 
Kuwait figure twice in Mr ^thi’s 
itinerary, once while going and the 
other while coming back? 

D. E. NIZAMUDOIN 
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E)very drop of New Code 10 Tonic Hair Dressing 
nourishes hair, controls dandruff, 
gives your hair the natural look 

Code 10 (plains Ptmthenol to nourish Whether you are « man or a womaaoive 



secret code to healthy, well-grooined hair 










pinesh explores 
comport levels in men’s wear. 
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Any good tailor can gjide vOu 
to the latest styles 

It takes a pioneer to revoli.t'O" ■ 
fabric making, however 

We blended our experience 
and expertise m textile- 
technology with the latest in 
anthropometry (the study o< 
human measurements and 
comfort thresholds), and 
colour psychology , 

The result is a brand nevv 
science' of making fabrics 
that make fashion comfortable. 

Fashion ecology. It makes 
designs and weaves borrowea 
from abroad obsolete because 
they don't suit comfort 
thresholds in the tropics 

The weaves are now spec-a.'ly 
develof>ed to keep your l.iody 
toniperature even and 
comfortable 

The blends and weights are 
matched to user needs 
(In fact, it prompted us to 
create Toon, a Iropicalised 
multi-fibre range of suitiric;.s ; 

The tall, crease retention tc <1 
durability are tested in on 
going user trials 

The designs are muted 
according to the reignir,!,; 
fashion mood. Lilhputiari 
cfiecks Hushed colour wcevt 
effects Subdued siid.ice 
p.itteins. hints of herre-gi.o'- 
' stripes, whipcords 

ftio teel and i.hoito; iiu, sc 
exclusive, takiiir) if) 
ecology will come iiaiurc o 

L.ike fish to watei , 


•Plot M.T 






Fashion 
ecoboij 
for men. 











Khan Brothers 
Pvt Ltd 

The fasclBatlng story 
of how they sold 
QurinuU and MduUab 
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tiiN^mintolwZaa Singh talk^ M^l. Altbar about Moradabad, 
codiiiluniata. iiolleot |iro¥oiitlv« dotention and other sub|ocfs in 
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Is nylon 

a rich man’s fabric? 

Nylon is for people with more sense 
than money. 

The everyday fabric for everyday people. 
You can wash & wear it, wash &.wear it, 
wash & wear it, wear it, wear it. 
Nylon goes on almost forever. 

Stays smooth and unruffled without 
an'iron on its back. 

Is never the worse for wear. 

Nylon makes sense. 

And when it comes to nylon, nothing 
makes better sense than Nirlon. 





P 


makes the best use of nylon 
-the people’s fabrk: ; 
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If you were born before 1949 
read this advertisement fully 



9 out of 10 people over the age of 30 have falling hair 

...and don^t know it! 


If you are one of the 9, start today with 
Pure Silvikrin 

Run your comb vigorously through 
your hair. If any tell-tale hair comes off 
on your comb, you suffer from falling 
hair. The time to act is now, before 
thinning hair shows up in your mirror. 
Lack of vital amino-acids, the hair's 
natural food, leads, to thinning, 
unhealthy, hair. Unle.ss this*deficiency 
is corrected, hair will continue to fall. 

That is why you .need to - 

start using Pure Silvikrin 
today. 

What Pure Silvikrin • / ^ 

contains. 

/. A drop of Pure Silvikrin • 

magnified, 

Pure Silvikrin is a unique w 

combination of 17 amino- 

acids that make up the ..— 


body’s supply of natural hair 
requirements. 

How Pure Silvikrin works. 

2. Penetrating action. 

Thoroughly massage Pure Silvikrin into 
the scalp, to help it reach hair roots. 
Pure.Silvikrin’s scientifically researched 
formula now goes into action, bringing 
hair growth back to its healthy 
condition. Use Pure 
Silvikrin every day, 
twice a day, until 
your hair returns 
to normal. 










Lesser known facts about Uttar Pradesh : 


Urs and KumUi 
are but two of the 
two thousand, two 
hundred and fifty 
fairs and festivals 
of Uttar Pradesh. 


Drums roar. Bodies start 
swingmg. A chorus spreads into 
the air. Slowly an ecstasy is 
dominant And after some tune, 
nothing extsu except the pleasure 
of those particular hours. 

Fairs and festivals are a 
beautiful excuse to forges the 
unpleasant In Uttar F^desh, 
such excuses are in identy. More 
than 2,2SO in a year 











The common festivals are : 
Kartiki celebrated almost in the 
whole of Uttar Pradesh ; Shiva* 
ratri at Varanasi; Dussehra at 
Allahabad,; Ram Navami at 
Ayodhya; Ram Lila at Varanasi; 
Janmashtami at Mathura; 

Holi in Brijbhumi; Id-ul-Zuha 
m Lucknow : Syed Salar 
at Bahraich ; Urs at Moradabad; 
Muharrum, Id-uI-Fitr and 
Chehellum in Lucknow ; and 
Buddha Jayanti at Sarnath, 
Kushinagar, Sravasti and 

4 Sankasya. 

■A number of fairs fill the air of 

” Uttar Pradesh with a ceaseless 
hum Kumbh and Ardh-Kumbh 
Held every twelfth and sixth year 
-at Hardwar and Allahabad. At 
Ftawah, a large cattle fair takes 
place m October. Exciting and 
colourful 


In hills, autumn creates a mood 
of celebration The lush green 
valleys arouse a desire for 
pleasure The feet dance in 
rapture, and folk songs stir tlie air. 
It's the Autumn Festival. Against 
a background of silver rivers, 
towerin^nes; tnystftf mountains 
and wild flowers. The places : 
Nainital, Mussoorie, Dehradun, 
Almora, Pitho|-a^rb. Chamoli, 
Uttarkashi.Tehri. And ^ssions: 
yachting, trekking, skating, 
golfing .horse riding .fishing 
Facilities of conducted tours to 
Garhwal and Kumaon and 
trekking equipment are also 
available. 

In Uttar Pradesh, rail, road and 
air routes make a net. For faster 
movement. There’re a lot of 
luxury as well as modest hotels, 





tourist bungalows, forest lodges, 
youth hostels, pilgrim sheds and 
dharmshalas that give a wide 
choice of accommodation to the 
tourist. The Department of 
Tourism alone has 2351 bed 
, facility to offer in the State. 

Clean, comfortable and 
economical. 

For more informal ion. please contact: 

U.P. Tourism Bureaux at: Chaadralok, 
Jsnpaih, New Delhi, Tel :3Z2251. 

12-A, Neiaji Subhash Road. 2iid 
Floor. Calcutta. Tel ■ 226798 138 
Bhawani Chamber, Ashram Road. 
Ahmedabad. C/o. U.P. Export 
Co^ration, World Trade Centre, 

Cufre Parade, Colaba, Bombay. S.C.O 
1046/47 First Floor, Sector 22>B. 
Chandigari). 

U U.P.Tourisxii 

21, Vidhan Sabba Marg 

Lucknow'226001 

Tel: 45555, 47749. 48349 

India’s holiday-land 
with a climate of economy 
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RUPEE ONE RPTY 

AN ANAIDA BAZAR PUBLICATION 
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In an in-depth interview, home minister Zail Singh explains to 
M J AKBAR why the law and order situatton in the country is so 
dismal Is it a heritage of Janata rule? Are the RSS and the 
Jamaat to blame for theVecent spurt in communal disturbances'' 
This IS the hrst detailed, on the record. Interview that the home 
minister has granted after coming to power 
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On 2 October, Muhammad All was battered into submission by 
Larry Holmes at Las Vegas With All’s bid for a “fourth coming" 
ending in disaster, the Vegas bout may well mean the end of 
All's danng and colourful boxing career 



How do the Khan brothers, Sanjay and Feroze run their /IM 
empire? Are {hey as sophlsticatod as they would hke their fans to 
believe or are they woman-beaters? Do they er^ pofWcal 
patronage and use underhand tricks to seft their Aims? In short, 
are they businessmen or filmmakers? ASHI8H RAJADHYAK¬ 
SHA takesf a look at the dealings of the Khan brodiers. 
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And the symphony of the sea 


Like a string 
of white pearls, 
the wide sandy 
beaches lie gleam* 
ing along the 
Indian coastline. 

And like pearls, 
no two are exactly 
alike. 

You can come 
for fun and excite¬ 
ment, to meet new 
friends. Or you can 
come to be alone. 

You can sun, sail, 
surf and swim... 
or you can do 
nothing at ail. 

Whatever your 
idea of a seaside holiday, there’s a 
resort for you. Unspoilt, uncluttered 
and unimaginably beautiful. 

Seaaide spirit in the West 

Goa. Calangute, Dona Paula. Gaapar 
bias .the beaches stretch for more than 
a hundred kilometres. The Latin spirit is 
everywhere. In the quaint plazas, 
white-washed churches, tiny taverns 
And in the hearts of the exuberant 
people. 
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Bombay. The 
sprawling sands 
glisten in the sun. 
Juhu, Versova, 
Marve...exciting 
Ml aaasrde holidays in 
a swinging metro, 
Palm fringad 
Havana In tna 
South. 

Kovalam. The 
curling surfs sound 
a constant beat. 
Coconut fronds 
"" weave patterns 
imm,. against the sky. 

^ Discover a fishing 
' “**■ ■ village. Join a 
^ fisherman in his 
boat. Swim, surf, 

•w sail. Or just lie bade 
^ and listen to the 
music of the sea. 
Mahabalipuram. The great shore 
temple is lapped gently by the waves— 
a testament to lasting faith. 

Covelong.En route to Mahabalipuram 
from Madras. Once a fishing village 
Now a lovely resbrt. 

Marina. In Madras itself lies the 
second longest Beach in the world. 

Sun, aand and solitude in the East 

Puri. A beach resort that's also a 
pilgrimage centre. With one of the most 



exquisite natural beaches in the world. 

Qopalpur on*saa. Quiet and 
secluded. Listen to the fishermen’s 
song at the break of day. Swim out 
into the clear, blue sea. Be yourself. 

Digha. A lovely beach township in 
West Bengal About 250 kilometres 
south of Calcutta. 

Coma away to your kind of 
aaasida holiday. You'll find a lot 
more to extend your stay. 
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Wherever you are, Indian Airlines is 
always within easy reach Providing 
the fastest and the most comfortable 
travel link, with a network of 69 
destinations. We can wing you on your 
way in a matter of hours 

Contact our nearest 
office or your travel 
agent and plan your > 
holiday today. DlSCSS 

Indian Airlines 

The largsst ragional airline 
in South Aaia. 


Seaside 

Soenades 
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Apart from parties 

Taved Anand’s analysis of BonAay’s 
J trade union movement (Samtin and 
Mehta: Fire and ice, 7 September) proves 
that people are gradually disowning poll 
tical parties. This is evident too from the 
Assam agitation. It seems the beginning 
of the end of parliamentary democracy is 
in sight. 

R. L. Haasia, Purulia 

'Workers are making Mrsistent demands 
and frequently switching union affilia¬ 
tions, The only way to remedy this situa- 
tion, and bring about a fair employer- 
employee relationship, would be to im¬ 
plement a national wage policy. 
Debabrata Sengupta, Howrah 

As one actively connected with the work¬ 
ing class movement for three decades, I 
have a few comments to make. The 
working class is agitated because of 
capitalist contradictions and their falling 
standard of livmg. The trade unions, for 
their part, vie with each other to fetch a 
few more rupees for workers. Though 
some immediate relief is secured, in the 
long run the monetary benefits of the 
wo»ers are eroded due to mflation, and 
discontent simmers again. In the 
changed conditions, the unions are un¬ 
able to provide relief because of earlier 
commitments. The workers then demand 
a change in leadership, in order to agi¬ 
tate. Long delays in Mttling industrial 
disputes have contributed io unrest. 

V. S. Venkataraman, Bangatom 

Ethips of obstruction 

M r Satpal Idalik of the Lok Dal (Aa 
angry proteat, 31 August) skid his 
party's anti-rape movement "was Sb sue* 
cesaful that for a week, work in courts 
and offices...remained parafysed.” Does 
such obstrlictltHi benimt the common 
matt? 

Pnveab Chaturvedi, Dearia 


W ho do legislators think they are? Oi 
August)by Arun Shouria shows how 
stupid and laty our elected representa¬ 
tives, who “spend all their time shouting 
at each other," are. Mr Shouria rightly 
demanded that legislative proceedings 
be broadcast. 

M. Viawajith Rai, Puttur, Kamataka 

The Lok Sabha Speaker had himself once 
isaid that voters should not pardon their 
representatives for unruly behaviour. As 
• voter I agree that our MPs and MLAs 
arc accountable to their constituencies 
from where they should learn a lesson or 
two on how to behave. But will the 
Speaker admit a privilege motion in case 
the affected legislator stans one against 
people of his constituency? Legislators 
have become so allergic to public critic¬ 
ism that if anything is said or written 
about what they say or do m the House, 
they feel deprived of their privileges. 
M. C. Das, Bhubaneswar 

Such articles show that there is still 
liberty left. Mr Shourie should have 
I'ddeo: “Freedom of speech is not a 
privilege but an organic and elementary 
necessity in modem society.” 

R. K, Smirma, Hew Delhi 

How can a nation be disciplined and 
civilised when the lawmakers of the 
country themselves indulge in all sorts of 
undignified activities within the pro¬ 
tected precincts of Parliament and legisl¬ 
atures, which should normally be exem¬ 
plary institutions? It is strange that 
Arif Mohammad Khan Intends to raise r 
breach of privilege motion against Mr 
Shourie for his article in the Indian 
Express, "A furore a day.” I hope Mr 
Jthan has not forgotten that he himself, 
as president of the Aligarh Muslim Uni¬ 
versity Students’ Union used to conduct 
the union meetings with strict discipline. 
He had on many occasions suspended 
various students from membership of the 
students’ union for “destroying the de¬ 
corum of the House.” I, as a student of 
-AMU and an ardent supporter of Mr 
Khan, witnessed all this. As a matter of 
fact, on one occasion 1 had myself, on the 
advice of Mr Arif Mohammad Khan, 
raised one such motion against Mr Azam 


iKhan, now a Lok Dal hCLA In UP aii^ 
consequently Mr Aaam Khan was s^ 
pended for a limited period from the 
membership of the AMU students’ imiott 
“for not maintaining the decorum of thi 
House.” 

M. Perwea Ahmad, Monghyr, Bihar 

Mr Shourie’s' submission to the honour¬ 
able Speaker of the House shows that 
people have no control over their remre- 
sentatives. How can we put an end to 
their unseenUy conduct in legislaturas? 
It is time we started thinking about dhe 
right of recall: this would have a sobering 
impact on our legislators. 

Chandana Sarkar, Soma Saha, Pradip 
Biswas, Suchitra Kundu, Sibani Chakra- 
varty and Sumita Chatterjee, 24 Paiga- 
nas. West Bengal. 

It seems the situation prevailing in the 
Indian Parliament is similar to that in the 
German Parliament after the First Wortd 
War. I quote Hitler m Mein Kemp/; “I 
bad always hated Parliament not as an 
institution in itself, but because in it the 
inteUectual level of the debate was quite 
low. Sometimes the debates did not make 
themselves intelligible at all. Several of 
those present did not speak the national 
language but only their regional dialects. 
I had the opportunity of hearing with my 
own ears what I had hitherto been ac¬ 
quainted with only through newspapers. 
A turbulent mass of people, all gesticu¬ 
lating and bawling against one another 
with a pathetic old man shaking hit bell 
and making frantic efforts to call the 
house to a sense of its dignity by friendly 
appeals, exhortations and grave warn¬ 
ings. Sometimes the house presented an 
entirely different picture, to much so 
that one could hardly recognise it tta the 
same place. The haU was practically 
empty. They were all sleepmg in the 
rooms below...” Similar is the condition 
of the Indian Parliament. Hiuer funher 
said in his book; “There is a better 
chance of seeing a camel pass through 
the eye of a needle, than of seeing a real 
gentleman discovered through an elec¬ 
tion. Because the man made laws he' 
subsequently comes to think that he 
exists for the sake of the laws.” 

R,C. Gael, Solan, Himachal Pradesh 


Like beast, like man 


'T^he practice of branding human beings 
A (Nandi’s tale of torture, 31 August) 
cimtinues in rural areas. I know of a case 
in a village Kodasa in the Sagar district 
of Madhya Pradesh a few years ago. A 
young married chamar (scheduled caste) 
woman worked m a thaJeur (upper caste) 
home, picking up the dung and cleaning 
the cattle shed. The wife of the thakur 
householder suspected her husband of 
having sexual relations with the ehamar 
woman. The cftalnirwoman, with the help 
td a few female relatiyes, stripped aad 
tied up the ehamar woman, and branded 
hm with a red-hot iren ott her vulva and 
•thighs. The matter came to the noticp of 


the local police, but the thakurs, being 
rich and influential, managed to hush up 
the case. 

Shivkant Choiihey, Bhopal 

Last year we observed the International 
Year of the Child widi much pomp and 
ceremony, and also drew up an action 
plan for the betterment of children till 
the end of 1999. Yet there are children 
like Nandi who have been deprived ot all 
ri^ts. No exploiter of children can go 
uapuni^ed if the government and pubuc 
make sufficient efforts to detea ex- 
ploitatKMi. 

Narayen Chandra Daa, Cuttack 







With prestigious orders for 
Control Instrumentation worth 
Rs 17 crores for Wanakbori, 
Satpura and Tuticorin thermal 
power plants, Keltron Controls 
takes wing, gaming momentum 
in record time 


Taking 

oBf* 


At the site offices already set up 
at Wanakbori and at Indian Oil 
Corporation Ltd Baroda, the 
operative word is'aclion' Back 
home, at Aroor in Kerala, the 
Keltron plant itself is taking 
fmal shape with commissioning 
scheduled for November 
this year 

Drawing from the world-wide 
experience of its collaborators, 
Controle Bailey of France, Keltron 


Controls sharpens its skills in 
Control Instrumentation Using 
9020 the most flexible Control 
System based on the modular 
concept Providing the extra 
benefit of reliability with their 
unique surveillance monitor and 
a wide range of instruments from 
transmitter upto final control 
elements 

Keltron Controls; n flight Into 
tho fnturo. * 

A dlvialoa of, 

SiKELTRCIN 

know-hovA/ to serve Che peopte 

Bombay Delhi Calcutta Madras 
Bangalore Trivandrum Ahmedabad 
Hyderabad 
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No change needed 


T he case /or reform (27 July) by Indu 
Jaysu^ says that tha Lai^ers* Col- 
.lective, a Bombay-based group of lawyers 


.lective, a Bombay-based group of lawyers 
and law students, demandetf changes m 
the rape law While agreeing that the 
rape law has not been able to protect 
women and is often biased in favour of 
men, I do not think members of the 
collective have fully grasped Section 90 
^IPC since most of the changes suggested 
by them have already been covered by 
the section which reads "A consent is 
not such a consent as is mtended by any 
section of this code, if the consent is 
given under fear of injury, or under a 
misconception of fact, and if the person 
doing the act knows, or has reason to 
believe, that the consent was given in 


Consequence of such fear or misconcep¬ 
tion ” Consent has also been interpreted 
by the courts "A mere act of helpless 
resignation in the face of mevitable 
compulsion. Quiescence, non resistance, 
or passive giving in, when volitional 
faculty IS either clouded by fear or 
vitiated by duress, cannot be deemed to 
be consent as understood m law The 
wofrds ‘will’ and ‘consent’ have well- 
known meanings They indicate volun¬ 
tary and conscious acceptance of what is 
proposed to be done in one case and 
concurred in another There is a subtle 
difference between willingness and sub¬ 
mission ” Hence there is no need for an 
amendment 

Ajjjana Gupta, Bombay 


Strong feelings 


I n eulogising thb late Debabrata Biswas 
(His life was no song, 31 August) 
Kishore Chatterjee perhaps forgot that 
Rabindranath wanted his songs sung the 
conventional way (The post once even 
complained of his compositions being 
steamrollerea) However, Debabrata Bis¬ 
was was not popular to much for hit 
unconventlonalttv but for his unique 
voice He recorded 300 Tagore songs 
Three or four of his recordings were 
disapproved of by the Viswabharati 
Music Board because of glaring depar 
tures from conventionality in his later 
years, to which he took exception 
Abhay Fade Ghosh, Burdwen 

Mother Ind ia?_ 

S o Rocky (Rocky on the rocks, 7 
September) is the ideal type of film, 
in Mrs Nargis Dutt’s view, is it? With the 
days of her goodie goodie roles over, it is 
time for scantily clad Tina Munims and 
Sunjay Dutts on motorbikes Did this 

f ive Mrs Dutt the moral right to assail 
atyajit Ray> Ray will for ever be adored 
for his portrayal of the real India—the 
poverty we have been fighting ever since 
independence And we are not ashamed 
of It We are definitely ashamed of what 
films like Rocky show—anything but 
reality That must be Mrs Dutt’s Indi^ 
now 

Ananda Bhattacharya, Burdwan 


T ooshar Pandit was wholly correct m 
saying (Calcutta’s deadly football 
madness, 31 August) that “the impotence 
of the government was laid bare and all ir 
could do was to cancel the remaining 
league matches ” One expected that the 
West Bengal CM, after his return from 
the Moscow Olympics, would endeavour 
to ensure that sports events in this state 
were organised in a healthy, scientific 
and disciplined manner While the three 
big clubs were blamed for tndisciplme, 
unfortunately the authonties forgot to 
say a good word about the fourth, 
Aryans, whose players are above board- 
KS iCandhaswamy, Calcutta 


Coincidence, perhaps 


CC'T'he living witches of Karnataka” 
i. (17 August) shows how irrgtional- 
ity survives even in this age of science 
Mott cases cited by the author show that 
people behave abnormally on full moon 
and new moon days This it a sign of 
"moon madness/ something both Jack 
the Ripper ana tha Boston Strangloi) 
were victims of. However, tha relat 
tionthlp between lunar phases and hu¬ 
man madnoM might ba purely coin¬ 
cidental. 

N, H. Hamath, Hyderabad 

''Bhanamftti” la a chiUanga to modem 
lelanca. unfortunptaly Blthou|h Dr 
Nanwbnhatah to luilonti- 
ti^^iha^jgvamfflani and people am not 

5.1. jfamaih, Kolar Qald Fialdt, Kaima- 
taka 


The story was very informative, but there 
are more diplomatic methods of witch 
craft in Kudligi and Harpanahalli towns 
in Bellary and parts of Adoni in Andhra 
Pradesh, where sorcery it practised by 
"bisivles.” who are supposedly “children 
of god,” The witches seduce young and 
good-looking women, and after seeking 
pleuure, feed them with “prasad”— 
which includes the saliva of poisonous 
reptiles. The result is paralysis of the 
limbs. Usually sorcery of this kind it 
^actited on persons who are likely to 
lurpast the sorcerer in his career 
?. V. hvakumar, H^arabad 

Diere was an error in ”The rituefs.* The 


Misimderstcxxl 


O ur attention has been drawn to the 
special report on Bangladesh (Zia, 
the army and Bangladesh, 7 September) 
by Tirthankar Ghosh The reading of the 
situation in Bangladesh as reflected in 
the report is not an obiecove one Inco^ 
rect facts and hearsay have found place. 
Such reports may jeopardise the sincere 
efforts of both countries to strengthen 
further the bonds of fnendthip and 
mutually beneficial cooperation between 
the two countries 

A.BM Abdul Matin, Second Secretary 
(Press), Office of the Deputy High Com¬ 
missioner in India, People's Republic of 
Bangladesh 


Even when Biswas was banned from 
recording Rabindrasangeet, his popular¬ 
ity remained intact, it even increased 
over tha following years But why did his 
fellow-singers and fans not protest 
against the ban on his songs? Was it not a 
shame for music itself? Most singers, like 
Manna Dey, Lata Mangeshkar and Asha 
Bhonsle find it tough to follow regula¬ 
tions in Rabindrasangeet Music is an 
expression of human feelings, no one 
should unpose an ‘originar or 'pure* 
style, whatever it is George Biswas 
fouj^t against this rigid convention, and 
others should now take the cue 
Amitava Mtshra, Digboi 

Foul play 


Why object? 

W hat IS wrong if the RSS (RSS Im¬ 
moral liars, 7 September) changes 
its constitution four or five times in 55 
years, when the Indian constitution has 
been changed 42 times in 33 years? 
Ratnakar Sahoo, Cuttack 
Why should the RSS call itself a business 
organisation and pay income tax? R88 
leaders have been fighting not to pay 
income tax since 19^, and are deter¬ 
mined not to 
G B Rath, Cuttack 
The RSS, a political and paramilitary 
organisation, has made, dubious attempts 
to evade income tax On close scrutiny, it 
would appear that the RSS has amended 
Its constitution a number of times, mak¬ 
ing a mess of accounts for the sake of 
money Truly, the RSS can stoop to any 
level to gain political power 
Girija Banker Padhy, Bhubaneswar 

Tomorrow’s hope 

T'%elhi’s Seva Kuttr (7 September) by 
X/Kumkum Jain could well be a de¬ 
scription of children’s homes run both by 
the government, and in some instances, 
by private organisations In our country 
both religion and legislation protect 
animals and birds, but not children The 
West Bengal Children Act, 19S9 is based 
on the assumption that whether a child is 
neglected or delmouent, he is “bad” and 
should be punished rather than rehabilt 
rated Our organisation proposes drastic 
changes in the act, and has drafted a bill 
to ensure that children are protected by 
law Rules are said to have been framed 
for implementing the West Bengal Chil 
dren Act, 1959, though we have not seen 
them to this day There is also a set of 
rules for implementing the Central Chil¬ 
dren Act Cm paper they are stringent, 
but, as tha article shows, one can amend 
tha acts and draw up new rules But 
unless we realise the Importance of chil¬ 
dren as tha future of our country there 
will be no improvement in their welfare 
Rayhan Datta, Honorary Secrerarv, SOS 
Childran’t Vulagas, Ca/curra 

' Last letter 
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25 years ago 
• man's nearest bank was 
nnany weary miles away-. 




Today 
it has come 
closer to him. 
In more ways 
than one. 










Ramote. 

That was tha word to 
dascribe a bank 
26 years ago. 
ftamote —Distant. 

In terms of kilometres. 
flamote-~Coid. 
Mnapproachable. 
Vncaring. Mindless of 
ail else but profit 

Today the whole 
apint of banking has 
changed. State Bank 
was the first to break 
^ese age-old 


traditions. And shift 
the focus from money 
to man. From profit 
to people. 

Starting with 466 
offices, we now have 
an imposing network 
of over 5.200 offices— 
the largest in the 
country. Spanning the 
nation from end to 
end. Carrying banking 
services literally^ 
over hill and dale. 
Taking banking from 


the classes to the 
masses. 

Today, a villager 
enters our office as 
easily as he visits his 
Panchayat or Post 
Office. Thisattitudinal 
change, brought 
about primarily by our 
Bank, does not yield 
Itself to statistical 
measurement. But is 
most significant in 
the dynamics of rural 
development. 


Mokino common cause with the common man for 25 years. 


ffmjm 

Stale Bank 
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The Government 


Quietl The press ig listening 

The latest effort of the government to hide its failures is, 
in a sense, the oldest method too: just stop the press 
from learning the truth, and maybe nobody will ever 
know what is going wrong. The government has taken 
steps to “tighten security for prevention of leakages.” 
Government employees have once again been reminded 
that the Indian Official Secrets Act of 1923 continues to 
be applicable to them. They have been told that they are 
expected not to “divulge or otherwise pass on any 
classified information to outsiders, including the press, 
which may cause embarrassment to government” (ita¬ 
lics ours). We underlined the last portion because the 
government has gone a step further from the past by 
including within the ambit even information which may 
“embarrass” the government: this is an innovation going 
beyond the letter and spirit of the black law of 1923 
(passed by the British in yet another futile attempt to 
perpetuate itself in power). 

This decision to remind the government employees of 
their vows of silence was taken at a meeting of the 
committee of secretaries held recently to take “strict 
measures” to **tighten up the security arrangements to 
ensure that leakages do not occur.” Detailed instruc¬ 
tions issued by the union home ministry specify: 1: All 
classified documents, unless tarried by an officer by 
hand, should be «ent to another room or officer in 
sealed/closed covers. 2: The pages of the stenographer’s 
notebook in which dictation of secret matters has been 
taken should be removed and destroyed. Alternatively 
the PAs should be required to maintain separate 
notebooks for secret notes which should be kept in safe 
custody. 3: For duplicating of a secret paper, a section 
officer or any other gazetted officer should be present 
during all stages of the operation. 4: Strict account of 
the number of copies prepared of a secret document 
should be kept and each copy accounted for at all times. 
5: All stencils, office copies, spare copies, rough papers 
etc should be destroyed. 6: On all secret communica¬ 
tions except notes on the file, the PAs should be 
required to type their initials and number of copies 
made. 7: Secret and confidential matters should not be 
discussed over the telephone. 

So the press once again becomes the whipping boy, 
the culpnt—and the word goes out, stop talking to the 
journalists. But it is quite clear that these “strict 
measures” are directed mainly at the lower level staff. 
The senior officers will doubtless freely pass on informa¬ 
tion against their colleagues in other ministries, or 
against political bosses, whenever it is convenient to 
them. 

Finance ministry's haste 

What happens when governments do not keep their 
word? First they fall foul of the law courts (and then 
probably sulk and say that the courts are 'reactianaiy’). 
On 9 September the finance ministry issued a notifica- 
,tion imposing a 12.5 per cent customs duty on alumi¬ 
nium imponed by private exporters against their REP 
(replenishment) licences. The object was to enable the 
state-owned MMTC (Minerals and Metals Trading Cor¬ 
poration) to liquidate its stock of imported aluminium. 
But this notification contradicted an earlier notification, 
dated 18 April, which had clearly stated that the duty 
exemption for aluminium export would continue till 30 


September. So the aggrieved parties went to the Delhi 
High Court and obtained a stay order on the new impost 
until 30 September. Nobody questions the finance 
ministry’s right to make the new levy after 30 ^ptem- 
ber, but why jump the gun? Though the’mpye was 
ostensibly meant to improve the performance of f public 
sector agency, the MMTC, its main effect was to hann 
exports, which are very high on the list of current 
national priorities. Private import of aluminium against 
REP licences is undertaken by manufacturers of cables 
and conductors who have earned their import licences 
through their earlier exports and who would have used 
the new imported aluminium wholly for exports. 

Ignorance is blUs _ 

Mr A. B. A. Ghani Khan Choudhury is in charge of both 
the departments of coal and energy. Naturally, any 
thermal power project has to be cleared by him in his 
capacity as energy minister. The report from the Shram 
Shakti Bhavan from where Mr Choudhury operates is 
that thermal power projects are cleared by the minister 
with the remark “subject to availability of coal.” No 
comment. 

Tenderness for private sector? 


,t'3l«d tpndprs in dupiicttr- .iro invited J>y Oaibl Slectrl 

It is hardly unusual for the left hand of the government 
to be completely ignorant of what the rijmt hand is 
doing; in fact what surprises people is if both the hands 
of the government, at any given moment, are completely 
aware of each other’s movements. The centre, the other 
day, decided to restore the ten per cent price parity in 
its purchases from the public sector enterprises. In 
simpler terms, this means that even if a public sector 
undertaking quotes a price which is higher by ten per 
cent than the matching quotation from the private 
sector, the public sector wins. The Janata party had 
scrapped this provision when it had come to power, in an 
effort to maintain parity between the public and the 
private sector, on the principle that the public sector 
should be efficient enough to compete with the private 
.sector without the benefit of any crutches. But the 
present government has restored the favoured status to 
the public sector. 

But some of the government departments in charge of 
making purchases apparently have not heard of any 
such decision. An outstanding example is a,recent 
tender for shoes (for its employees) floated by the Delhi 
Electricity Supply Undertaking, a department of the 
Delhi administration. DESU, in its tender, wants 14,000 
pairs of shoes, and asks six parties, five of them private 
sector companies in the organised sector, by name to bid 
for it (see illustration). Nor is this an isolated case. It is 
said to be a normal, though patently wrong, practice for 

g overnment departments to ask specific companies to 
id for their tenders. Tenders are meant to ask for 
quality at a reasonable price from any potential seller; 
they are not persona! invitations to specific groups. 

One explanation given for this is that the employees, 
for instance in the case of the shoes, would not be happy 
if they were not given a^^ood brand name. But is this a 
reason or an excuse? t 





"1HE TIME C4N CCXHE 


'^HEN V4E AllOr NINE 


Q ; You are silting today ■ 

on a chair once occu- I 

pied by Sardar Patel, and ■ I 

traditionally the most im- ■ I 

portent seat of power after _ , ™ B 

the Prime Minister’s chair. 

And perhaps you must be 

the most worried home 

minister this country has m^r 

seen after Sardar Patel- in ■ i 

the post-partition days the . 

country passed through a ■ M 

grave crisis, and currently ■ ^BHA M 

too the problems seem to B 

be pretty severe, whether | 

it fs law and order, com- W I 

munalism, or the troubles 

in the north east. What do 

you think are the main Negotiations Bfo Qoing 

reasons for the present cri- problems in them. I thini 

A You are right in sing the Assam tslks Or 

saving that there are quite That waS why home m 

ditcuss Assam wMi M. 

pare either the situation in-depth interview since 

PateT^sliLr'^Patei wafa »»> January this year, he 

very great man. I appreci- Wide range 01 ISSUOS SO 

place on 2 October 

lems or a very serious na- _ . j * j • 

ture today, but I would not Ond WOS COOdUCted In 
like comparisons. I have 

great resect for Sardar - 

Patel; ana I have respect 

too for all the friends who have occupied this office The 
first thing to do to cure an illness is to diagnose it. Rising 
prices are one reason for the deteriorating law and order. 
The economic situation and law and order were both 
terrible when we took over, and it was necessary to- 
simultaneously tackle both. After Indira Gandhi came back 
to power we tried our level best to restore law and order, 
and I am not satisfied that we have yet been able to do so 
But I will say one thing: within four months we were able to 
contain the deterioration caused due to what might be 
called "natural” reasons. But the problems created by 
unnatural” forces, like communalism, did manifest them- 
Mlves in a number of cities in UP, and we have tried our 
best to see to it that such things did not spread to all over 
the country. Of course miscreants triea to disturb the 
peace, but these miscreants were helped by our political 
enemies. 

Q; You said that there was a “foreign hand" behind the 
disturbances. Do you still believe that? 

A: I did not say this about Moradabad. I said that there 
WM • foreign hand” behind the jamaat-e-Islami in Jammu 
and Kashmir, and foreign money had reached them, and the 
youth wing of the Jtmaat has accepted this as true. 1 did not 
say that foreigners had a hand in Moradabad-nelther did I 
say that they did not have a hand. I have said before that 
the Mwers of thls^vdrld want to have their economic stake 
in the davelimlng countries, and India did not surrender its 
economic IndeMndance to any power despite the fact that 
U was poor. It is because we maintained such irtdependanca 
from Pandit Nehru’s tima that today India is considered 
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B a force to reckon with. If 

BBB^B you look carefully, you 

IB^BBBBB will find many countries 

who have succumbed to 
^ MM ^ _ the economic imperialism 

^■ 1 ^ BIBI^ super powers. 

B^^^B Q. You are politicians 

^PBBBBB B ana leaders, you in par- 

^K|B B B^B ticular hold such an impor- 

j^^ilB tent post. Mow whenever 

-—. . . . there is a communal Hin- 

I ^Bl^ IBlIIIIIB du-Muslim problem, the 

I ^if seems to resound with 

talk of a “foreign hand". 
Frankly, are you saying 
^ ■■ that Muslims in this coun- 

^M|I||I||||||H|M||H|M try are always instigated 

, j 1 j by Pakistan to disrupt our. 

Negotiations are going on, end I do not want any national ufe? 
problems in them. I think we should avoid discus- a; you ignored my 
sing the Assam talks or the problem at this stage.” ti^nTY Jniy »iked alioYt 
That was why home minister Zail Singh did not Kashmir and the aiiega 
diicuss toam wMi M. J. Mbar. in his first S. o" &d“bld”Vd 
in-depth interview since he became home minister not mention Pakistan or 
in January this year, he has spoken frankly on a any other country what i 

Wide range of issues and problems. The interview there were disturbances, 
took place on 2 October at his residence in Delhi, foreign powers tended to 

and was conducted in Hindi. foJr‘"cYt?ntry) Foreign 

■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■ powers cannot accept our 

independence and our 
non-alignment. 

Q: A PTI report issued on August 14, the day you wetjt to 
Moradabad after the trouble of August 13, quotes you as 
saying, “There has been a kind of conspiracy. ” What does 
this really mean^ Who conspired? 

A- The opposition parties can indulge in a conspiracy 
against us. The most— 

Q: By the opposition you mean the RSS, the Jamaat? 
A; Yes, there is the RSS, there is the Jamaat-e-Islami; 
there are Bahuguna’s friends; there is the Lok Dal; they all 
wanted the trouble to spread, and they made every effort to 
see to that. They sent their workers to instigate people, 
they spread rumours. For instance, they told people in 
Delhi that thousands of Muslims were killed, and then went 
to Allahabad and said that Muslims were killed in Delhi. 
Another thitm; have Muslims and harijans ever fought 
before? No. This time there has been a deliberate effort to 
make Muslims and harijans fight. Why? Everyone knows 
that, along with others^ Muslims and narljaqi helped our 
party wholeheartedly in the elections, and the effort was to 
create discord between the two. After Indira Gandhi left 
power in 1977, disunity, casteism, and communalism came 
to the fore, and the Janata government mollycoddled these 
forces-o 

Qi If you don’t mind the intemiptioni you criticised the 
Jetieta end the Lok Del goveamenta, ead the IMO 
elections showed that the people listened to >014 they sent 
you beck to power. Mut new mwe then nine months hnee 
passed since January J9Sd, How much longer win ^ ay 
and escape By blaming the Janata and ae lok Pal fof 
everything that goes wrong? 








A; 11i4 lUiiiiM lutk^ • (tdl tkree vMUrs. Ai(d now you Want 
it to te cilWis in « montht? n«t does not happen. 

X ; Do xoif'tUmk (ae coameml problom— 

: rU cMtO to that. It is the government machinery 
whkh, mgimy, mtdcas the administration good or bad. It is 
very tvtoog to demoralise the government machinery, or to 
put so much political prOssure on them that they can’t do 
their worL It is, of course, their duty to implement the 

g overnment’s p^cies, economic or social, but to keep 
iterfering in their day to day work, or to prevent a 
government servant form working by the merits of a 
case—that is what ruins the administration. This is what the 
non-Congress governments did. Dismissals and appoint* 
ments were made on considerations of who belonged to 
which group in the Janata. Ihis happened particularly in 
the foreign ministry, in the information and broadcasting 
ministry and in the police, more so in the state police: only 
committed persons were employed or promoted, and this 
was not good. 

Q: Welf. you seem to be doing the same thing. Mr P. S. 
Bhinder, Delhi’s police chief, has employed 200 constables 
from his wife’s constituency (Mrs Bhinder is the ' 
Congress(I) MP in the Lok Sabha from Gurdas- 
pur in Punjab). 

A: That was brought to my notice. 1 invest!* 
gated. They were taken, it is true, but they were 
taken on merit. Was any constable appointed 
who did not fulfil the reauired conditions? In 
the Delhi police, generally people from UP, 

Haryana, Punjab and Rajasthan are employed. 

Q: However you explain it, it remains exact¬ 
ly what, according to you, the Janata and the 
Lok Dal did. 

A: No. The appointments made by the Jana¬ 
ta and Lok Dal were political in nature. In this 
case it was just that more people from one 
constituency were taken. Usme kya bari beat 
hat? 

Q: All right, if RSS sympathisers have been 
sent to the police, and you think they are at 
fault, why can’t you take action against them? 

A: We will take action against them; but 
when there is a conflagration, one does not take 
time off to see who is good or who is bad in the 
fire brigade. One must first use the fire brigade, 
first control the fire, and then see who should 
be kept on and who removed. 

Q: Cianiji, but we are seeing that it is the 
fire brigade which is adding to the flames, for 
instance in Aligarh. True, civilians are also fanning the 
flames, but so also is the fire brigade in some places. 

A: Only some people in the fire brigade. 

Q: But you must catch these people, now, however few 
they are. 

A: We are investigating, but if we concentrate on this 
now it Will be damaging. But those culprits who have done 
mischief—I do not believe that the whole forces is in any 
way guilty— 

X ; Of course not. Muslim women ofMoradabad came out 
eir houses to welcome men and officers of the BSF and 
the army, they were embraced. 

A: Yes, there have been no complaints about the BSF 
and the army. Whatever complaints have come to us have 
been about the PAC. But I will not agree that the whole of 
the PAC is guilty. There are some individuals in the PAC 
who have not behaved properly, and we will weed them out, 
we will punish them. 

Q: Are you really starting a peace keeping force, or was 
that just a promise made at a trouble tnapent to be 
forgotten later? 

A; No, no. This is acutually an old idea, and our Prime 
Minister said (recently) that we ^ould start a peace 
keeping force. But some newspapers made mistakes about 
the details of this force—for instance, that there would only 
be minorities in it. Everyone will be there, and admission 
into the force will be purely on merit. At the moment we are 
creating three batalhons of this force. They will get special 
trainingL and we wrill keep in mind that the minorities and 
the weaker secdonsshould not be ignored in the composi¬ 
tion of this £o^. There will be rt^esentations tinom all 
twToaumii SI kmai sutu 


sections, social hnd geog^phical, and care will iMt tidMH 
ensure minority comidence in diis force. 

Qi Mr home minister, I do not know if you will egpee eifti 
me or not, but it is true, isn’t it, that in our conveHthiu 
police forces the minorities and the herijans ere tfhdih 
represented? Moreover, the specific caste duractef 0 
certain forces is one reason why they behave in the Ssanne 
that they do occasionally? 

A: We have passed strict instructions to stop any ali<^ 
thing happening. If any such instance comes to our notice*- 
take an example; a senior officer has a second-in-command 
and a third-in-command, and the senior officer and tin 
third-ln-command belong to the same caste, then these vm 
work together ignoring the man in the middle; we ham 
passed instructions to stop this kind of thing. Conunuald 
ism, casteism, not only are these things bad for admilUstra 
tion, but they are fundamentally wrong, they mitigatt 
against the oaths waJiave taken. If the admbistration is noi 
secular, then thera can be no secularism. The heart of oiti 
constitution is that tills is a socialist, secular republic. 

Q; It is a coincidence that we are discussing communal 



ism in our country on the day which we have declared a 
public holiday because Mahatma Gandhi was bom on this 
day. It makes me sad, it makes me ashamed that despite out 
Up service to that great man, we still have to discuss such 
problems. What is the solution? 

A: First, the administration must be genuinely secular. 
Both the government and the people must work together to 
remove communalism and casteism. The most serious thing 
I felt is that some political parties officially claim to believe 
in secularism, whose party constitutions are in perfect 
order- but when it comes down to practice, then they do not 
remember all the nice things written in their consitutions. 1 
am now ta'king about all political parties. 

O-' Including, I hope, your own. 

A: Yes, I am talking about my own party too. But there is 
one thing as far as our party is concerned. Our leader does 
not tolerate communalism one bit; and if anyone indulges 
in it, he or she does it very quietly. But some parties not 
merely do not hide their prejudices, but actually fan them. 
They believe that a Muslim will only represent a Muslim, a 
Hindu will only represent a Hindu. But our leaders, first 
Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, and then Indiraji, do not tolerate 
such things. Yes, if Mrs Gandhi meets a religious person, 
she gives him respect. 

Secondly, our religious leaders should not directly 
involve themselves with politics. Some of the things said 
from the pulpits of places of worship... 

Q: Would you like to legislate and ban political speeches 
at places of worship? • 

A: No. Because before making a law a government must 
always find out whether people are ready to accept that law 
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Have Mutlims and harl- 

6 me ever fought before? 

o. This time there hat 
been a deliberate effort 
to make Muslims and 
harijans fight. 


or not. This is a social problem, and must be solved by other 
means. If we make such a law then it will be called 
interference in freedom of religious worship. We want to 
say: let everyone believe in and practise his religion, but let 
him also know the truth about his religion. Take an 
example* the people who pray in the name of Ram and Sita 
have not allowed nanjans to enter their temples You know 
the story of how Bhagwan Ramji had eaten fruit tasted by a 
harijan woman, but the priests who take his name will not 
allow the harijan to entei* the temple. Nowhere have the 
great religious leaders said or written that another person 
who does not believe in their faith should be killed. But I 
have myself heard speeches being made from places of 
worship saying that the time has come to protect one’s faith 
and those who do not believe in that faith must be killed 

Q: Where exactly did you hear this? 

A: At many places. 1 have argued with religious leaders 
about this 1 have told them, ‘What are you saying?’ 

Q: Have you heard this in a mosque, or a temple, or a—? 

A. 1 am not taking the name of any religion in particu¬ 
lar. If I go to a ^urdwara and start saying that Sikhism is the 
only true religion and that the rest of the world is 
condemned; or in a mosoue that everyone else is a kafir and 
therefore should be looked down upon...No one should be 
allowed to preach hate against another human being. We 
can only survive by tolerance and Cp-existence. Take the 
case of Moradabad True, some poor people breed pigs, and 
they have even been encouraged to breed them as this is 
one means of some financial sustenance. But it was so 
wrong that they were allowed to keep wandering on the 
streets (that day).’Now, some people eat pig’s meat. For 
other animals, there is a slaughterhouse; there should be a 
separate slau^terhouse for pigs too. I told the UP govern¬ 
ment that a separate slaughterhouse should be built for 
pigs. Why should this animal go and disturb those who 
think it IS unclean? Now I had spoken earlier about a 
conspiracy There is going to be a judicial enquiry into the 
Moradabad incidents— 

Q: Yes, but at what level? Such a major tragedy took 
place, and only a district judge is investigating. Traditional¬ 
ly, at least a High Court judge has conducted the enguiiy. 
Why? Is It because you do not believe this to be a major 
tragedy^ 

A: There has not been much controversy on this score. 
Whoever was nominated by the High Court has been 
accepted by the UP government. To get back to the earlier 
point, the incident took place at Moradabad. But after that, 
to say that a Black Day will be observed...lakhs of black 
badges suddenly appeared; who distributed them? And 
then, who threw a piece of pig’s meat in front of a mosque in 
Allahabad^ Who threw it there? 

O: Yes, who threw it there? 

A; I do not call those who did this either Hindus or 
Muslims. Our political opponents encouraged goondas to do 
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all this. It may be that a part of the goverhmwit administra^ 
tion was also involved in this>-it is possible; I do not yet 
know the full truth, but this is possible. But our political 
opponents speak well in public, put up a respectable front, 
and then staro communal riots quietly! Dejputations have 
come to me hrom the affected places. I told them*, 'You have 
come to try and cure the illness. But tell me, whjr is it that 
your deputation only consists of Hindus?* Or, for that 
matter, of Muslims. 

O; There is great tension in all the cities of the 
Different communities cannot live peacefuJIy toother if 
there is no sense of trust. There is today a gnat nnse of 
insecurity among the minorities. To add to the problenu, 
this year Bakr-Id and Dussehra are falling on virtually the 
same day, and this might lead to a fresh outbreak of 
communal rioting, as the Muslims sacrifice animals for 
Bakr-Id and the Hindus take out Dussehra processione 
carrying lathis and sj;>ears and swords. One rumour, one 
stone thrown—that might be enough to ignite thing^ what 
steps is the administration taking to prevent any outbursts? 

A: We have written to all chief ministers, and governors 
of union territories, that they should keep in mind the 
tension and the distrust that exist. They should take the 
direct help of the local people to try and defuse tension. 
These are national festivals; the sentiments of crores are 
linked to these festivals. Celebration committees should be 
formed in which people from all religions are there. Diwali 
is coming, Ramlila is coming. Some people came to me to 
invite me to this year’s Ramltla (in Delhi) I said I would go, 
on one condition; the Ramlila committee must have Mus¬ 
lims, Christians and other non-Hindus too. We have also 
asked the administration to be vigilant during this festival 
.period, but more than the administration I have faith in the 
people. Local representatives—from clubs, associations, 
unions, social ana educational institutions—should be in¬ 
volved with the administration in preventing trouble. The 
Prime Minister will issue an appeal to the people not to be 
provoked. I am confident we will be able to control the 
situation Hindus and Muslims have already come forward 
in many places to prevent riots. Of course, those who have 
lost their relatives—their anger will not calm so easily. But 
on our part we will help them financially, and do everything 
within our means to heal their wounds. 

Q: But, in reality, your government in UP, far from 
healing wounds, is continuing to harass the people, particu¬ 
larly Muslims. Does this mean that basically you do not 
trust Muslims? 

A: No; completely wrong. Complaints, in fact, have 
come to me from both sides. Hindus say they are being 
arrested in larger numbers; Muslims say that they are being 
arrested more. 

Q: But you are the home minister. If you want it, the UP 
government will put the full facts of how many arrests have 
taken place in which community, in front of you. 

A: I have asked for the figures, but they have not 
reached me yet. But I can assure you that if we get any 
information that anyone in the administration has arrested 
people only on the basis of community, and not because 
they were indulging in mischief and members of both 
communities can do that—then we will take action, we will 
punish such officials. 

O' Have you had occasion to punish any officials? 

A: So far, the punishment is only suspension or transfer, 
but I can assure you that we will make the punishment 
much harsher. 

Q: Seeing the present problems, do you think the time 
has cqme’again to ban the BSS and the famaat-e-lslami? 

A: Aa sakta hai (The time can come). Yey koi bari baat 
nahi hai (That is not a big thing). But if you ban something 
it doej not necessarily disappear. We must fight them 
beliefs and their methods by mobilising public opinion 
against them. Previously, even government servantt used 
to go to shakhas, their children used to go. shakhas used to 
be held on government land: we stop^ it We niade it 
clear that whether it is the RSS-qr any other organisation, 
whoever spreads hate, will have'^rong actioii tal^ against 
it and we will not be tfraid to do so. StKh forces mould 
i^er find acceptability among the people, bemuse if they 
do, then they will do great damege. 
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Q Now, Gianiji, because of one picture about Morada- 
bad published by Ash Bharat, which is a Lak Dal weekly, 
you took action against it. Police raided the offices, a case 
has been started, etc on the charge that Ash Bharat was 
fomenting communabsm But that same picture was pub 
lished by other newspapers and magazines in the country 
Jagran from Kanpur, Malaysia Manorama from Cochin, 
Free Press Journal from Aimbap, Current from Bombay 
Even the new Sn Varsha, which is very much a pro- 
Congress(I) weekly, published the picture' In fact this 
magazine was inaugurated by Mr A R Antuiay Why did 
you take action only against Ash Bharat^ 

A The state governments of the places from where 
these papers come out should take action against these 

g apers, if they don’t we will ask them to take action 
ecause that is a fraud photograph, which has been 
deliberately made up (Editor’s note pigs are shown mb 
bhng at a blanketed corpse ) 

Q Giamji if you don’t mind, I know that photographer 
who took the picture, and I was in Moradabad the day he 
was in Moradabad, though we were not together. I am not 
discussing whether that picture should Save been pub¬ 
lished or not, that is another question, but I do believe that 
the picture was not fraudulent. 

A: Yes? 

Q. Yes The feeling that has gone around is that the 
government acted against Ash Bharat not because of the 
picture, but because the paper owed alleaaace to an 
opposition poliucal party. And you have no desire to take 
action against the other papers. 

A This IS the first time m^t someone has pomted this 
out to me I will look into this And I can tel} you that even if 
a person belongs to our party, but tries to encourage 
communahsm, we will not snow him any mercy And I have 
reached the conclusion that if we behave m a partisan 
manner, we will have no credibility among the people. 
Praple have appreciated us when we have dealt sternly 
with this problem, and we are now determined that we will 
not allow communal riots to flare up again. We will not 
allmv secessionist forces, communal forces, or any force 
which is a danger to the stabihty of our country, to raise its 
^ head: I can say that with confidence. Everyone m our 
country, rich, poor, majority, minonty, must be equal in our 
? eyes, otherwise secularism will remain an empty idea. 

Q: Vishwanath Frarap Singh, chief minister of VP, 
offered to resign after ^e disturbances in VP but you 
refused to accept his resianatiofl. And you were the home 
agister who dianissed the government of Banarsi Das in 
VP earlier this year over the Narainpur issue. What is the 
ivaeUfication, what is Ae logic? 

A; We did not dismiss the Banarsi Das government over 
Naratopur. It was correct, in a way, that Vishwanath Praup 
Sinm offered to resi^ but the Prune Minister was equaln 
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correct when she did not accept tfadrangimtioa. ff 
to Stan blaming pet^e, then one can Uame'not only the 
CM but also the chief secretary and so many others. But the 
real fault is of the person in charge on the spot if be has 
been negligent or mischievous. I have a list of people— 
which I do not want to disclose now—in our Mvemment 
who, instead of trying to douse the fire, tried to fan the 
flames, and we will punish them. But the PM was correct in 
refusing to accept the UP CM’s res^hation. She told him to 
continue his work, and he is doing ms wmrk honestly. It may 
not be possible for him to control every sutuadon im¬ 
mediately, but he is not communal, and he is trying hjs best 
to solve the problems. 

Q; But if you did not dismiss the Banarsi Das government 
because of Narainpur, then why did you dismiss it? 

A: We dismissed not only Banarsi Das’ government, but 
nine governments in those states where die nd}pg party 
had lost the confidence of the people, and had got very few 
votes in the Lok Sabha elections. According to the principle 
used by the Janata government in 1977, that Congress state 

f ovemments did not represent the people after the March 
977 elections, the Lok Dal government in UP too had been 
reduced to a mmonty government, in whom the people no 
longei'had any faith. There was the Narainpur incicfent in 
UP, but there was no similar incident in Rajasthan or m 
other states where governments were dismissed. 

Q. If you look at voang percentages, then the Congress 
(I) had 35 9 per cent of the popular vote in VP in January 
1980 And in a state like West Bengal, the Congressfl), 
although It lost in a one-to-one situation, had 36 47per cent 
of the vote According to your logic, the Left Front 
government in West Bengal should also have been dis¬ 
missed 

A. But the Left Front was not in a minority, it was in a 
majority The question was not how many votes we got, but 
how many votes the ruling party got. We did not do any 
favour to the Left Front. 


LEFT GOVERNMENTS 

Q; What do you feel about the performance of the leftist 
govenments in Tnpura, West Bengal and Kerala? 

A: We get complaints about them, that they are vmdic- 
tive towards the opposition And this is possible. Because 
you have to see from where a political party takes its 
direction. Now the communist manifesto (in which the 
commilmsts believe) does not accept democracy. Wherever 
the communists are in power, anywhere in the world, they 
do not allow the opposition any freedom, either of organisa¬ 
tion or speech. 

Q: Opposition papers certainly do come out in Calcutta. 

A; I am tallung about countries where they have 
complete power. If they take over in our country, rtey wiU 
behave as other communist governments do, whether in 
China or anywhere else. But as far as our l^st govern¬ 
ments are concerned, we have no evidence so far that their 
presence has become intolerable. 

Q: But if you think our communist parties are anti¬ 
democratic, then that makes them unconstitutional, doesn’t 

A-. No, I don’t say that India’s communist parties are 
anti-democratic. They accept our constitution. I was oi^ 
making the point well, I am a member ct Indira Gandhi’s 
government. My views, my actions, will only reflect the 
idews of my leader, who is die Prinm Minister. 1 was talking 
of a fundamental attitude—that the communist manifesto 
does not allow communists to believe in democracy. Do 
communists allow free trade unions in the countries which 
they rule? They will not allow anyone other than a party 
member to lead a trade union. Well, we ire not amdnst 
their system as such. The USSR isa friend of ours, but it has 
its own system (which is different from ours)—how does 
that matter to ns? And today the world has become far more 
flexible. A country like m USA once cried to mevent 
China from even becoming a member of die united 
Nationa—we qpent aU our ome trying to make CSiiiia a 
member. A time then caoM when dm j^iWdentof DMoad 
to go to Meo, and forgot ill about dm tmet djat Qona was 
not a democracy. Noboify told Yahya Khan that he lias not a 
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democrat, but London’s papers call our government anti¬ 
democratic! 

Q: Do you think that our communist parties take 
instructions from Moscow? That their real guru sits in 
Moscow? 

A: The communists are divided into four main factions: 
the CPI(M), the CPL the Ail India Communist Pany of Mr 
Dange and the CPI(ML), which is further subdivided into 
two now. 

Q: There must be a thousand factions of the CPIfML). 

A: No, two: two in Tamil Nadu, two in Kerala, two in 
West Bengal, and in other areas they are not very impor¬ 
tant. Now, some of them listen to China. I don’t want to get 
into the controversy of who is whose real guru. But then 
communists do believe in their basic manifesto. Now, 
supposing you want to go to Chandigarh from Delhi. Now if 
you want to go by car you cannot avoid Panipat; Panipat 
will come in the way, if you want to stop there you 
can...they are on the road...Tell me another thing: who 
should I accept as a communist in India? Dange? Rajeshwar 
(Rao)? Namboodiripad? They are all opportunists I say this 
without fear—please print it. Their opportunism has no 
limit. Which party of the country is there with which they 
have not made an alliance? And whoever they ally with 
becomes a “progressive,” and whoever they are against 
becomes a “reactionary.” 

Q: But the CPI was allied to you for years. 

A: Yes, we were “progressive” then! And when the 
alliance broke we becmne '‘reactionary.”In Punjab they 
allied with Akali Dal. They joined hands with the Muslim 
League. They were with the Janata party. They kept saying 
that they were with the Janata in order to save democracy. 
The truth is they must join somebody or the other. I would 
like to tell both the CPI and the CPl(M)—fight alone and 
show the country, just as we fou^t alone. Who was with us? 
Even official Congress—rememMr we vrere called a snlin- 
ter group?—was a^nst us. Indira Gandhi was' alone 
against all the parties of the country. In 1971, it was said 


that Mrs Gandhi won despite the split in the Conmess 
because she was in power during the elections, and the 
communists had supported her. But in 1980, she was alone 
and the people voted for her. 

Q: Isn’t the CPI(M) trying to come closer to you now? 

A: We agree on many issues: for instance, secularism. 
That IS one thing in which all the communists, of whichever 
faction, believe—I admit that. And I also agree that the 
communists do t^ and do something for the poor. They are 
also very disciplined parties. But I do not accept that they 
are really democratic. At least they are not democratic in 
the way we in India understand democracy. 

Q: Why doesn’r communism spread in a poor country 
like ours? 

A: In our country, neither communal parties nor com¬ 
munist parties can ever achieve national power. Nothing 
can change the basic character of a nation—not capitalism, 
not communism, not any ism. Not even rehgion. Islam could 
not change the fundamental character: Bangladesh had to 
be bom. Iraq and Iran are at war today. If communism had 
the ability to change national characteristics then Chma 
would not have invaded Vietnam. Pandit Nehru chose our 
ism. In our country, only that government can be elected 
which is basically ^ogressive, helps the working people, 
does not indulge in communalism, and does not attack 
either our reli^ons or our mahapurush. But communists 
believe that religion is the opium of the masses, and should 
be' finished: who will listen to them in Hindustan? Where 
don’t you find communist cadre in our country—schools, 
colleges, universities, government offices. I am the home 
minister, isn’t it? I don’t know if communists are sitting 
outside my office or not (laughter), they work so quietly. 
But despite all this, I can tell you that they can never be m 
harmony with the senument of the country. You cannot 
uproot religion from here. 

Q; To come back to current issues, the government w 
West Bengal has said that it will ^ore the recent 
ordinance on preventive detention which the centre has 



issued. 

A: Bari khushi se kar dein (Let them ignore it). They 
must be more “progressive” than we. But 1 want to say this, 
that no chief minister has so far attacked this ordinance, 
not one. 

Q: But it was Jjmti Basu who said that he would not 
implement the ordinance. 

A: Implementing or not implementing it is another 
matter, mit let Jyoti Basu say that the ordinance is not 
necesss^I Our chief minister in Maharashtra was also 
complaining that this ordinance was not okay—he wanted a 
more- aggressive one, like the one he had passed in 
Maharashtra. We have not sidetracked the judicmry, but 
kept a provision for an advisory board to be constitute by 
the Hi^ Court judge. And if any chief minister criticises 
the centre’s ordinance, I will place before the people, the 
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centre*! br^Uuncn and the ordinances which Clis have 
passed in their own states. Jyoti Base diould remember 
what happened in Tripura. Didn't the CPI(M) ^emment 
L of Tripura issue an ordinance before us or not? Didn’t the 
F centre agree to that ordinance? 

Q: People feel that this ordinaoce Is MISA by another 
name. 

A: People do not feel this at all; only the opposition 
alleges this. All peace-loving people are happy with this 
ordinance. People are complaining to me that we are not 
tough enough. 1 maintain: we do not want to kill anyone, 
but it is the duty of policemen to kill ten people if that is the 
price to be paid for saving a thousand people. There are 
anti-social elements who will not allow communal passions 
to ease. There are people who will not allow prices to fall. 
Adulteration flourishes, smuggling continues. We have 
issued the ordinance to tackle these problems, not to attack 
political parties. 

Q: But, Gianiji, there was an ordinance issued by the 
Charan Singh government against blackmarketeers and 
hoarders, and this was ratified by the Parliament after the 
t 1980 elections—this was perhaps the only decision of the 
• previous governments which was accepted by the Congres- 
\s(I) Despite this law being already there, how many 
blackmarketeers and hoarders have you arrested? And this 
ordinance does not seem to have stopped either hoarding or 
blackmarketeenng in sugar. 

A: There are many other reasons for the rise in the price 
of sugar; ours is one of the lowest prices for sugar in the 
world. 


Q; But we produce our sugar, and international prices 
should not have much impact on our prices. 

A; You will accept one thing: in 1978, sugarcane and 
wood sold at the same price in the villages, there was such a 
glut Farmers reduced their cane output. After this year’s 
crop, prices will come down. 

Q: In any case, how many blackmarketeers and hoar¬ 
ders have you arrested? 

A. I don’t have the figures with me. 

Q: Isn’t preventive detention against the principles of 
natural justice? 

A. No, in fact this can help in providing better justice, 
because miscreants can be stopped before they have 
committed a crime. 

Q: But you can easily use this against your political 
opponents. 

A’ We will not do that. There are other laws which can 
be misused to harass political opponents, but does that 
mean that those laws should ^ removed? With this 
ordinance, the strength that the government needs to run 
things IS now available. And I want to add that this 
ordinance is completely constitutional. 

Q: Is It your position then that this country cannot be 
run without such an ordinance? 

A: No, I did not say that. From the beginnmg we 
discussed the conditions that the nation is passing through 
at the moment, and we are aware of the problems, we have 
the will to sort them out—we need the capacity. But we do 
not want to do anything which is outside the law. 

Q: Sardar Patel too had to handle communal riots, and 
on a much larger scale. He did not need such an ordinance. 

A: Sardar Patel did stop riots, but the situation in the 
country was different. First, the laws then were still British 
(our constitution came only in 1952). Even democracy had 
not come then. There were no opposition parties (except for 
the CPI); the Jana Sangh had not been bom. Sardar Patel 
brought unity from disunity; we have to preserve that 
unity. 

Q: Incidentally, to change the subject, the demand for 
the restoration of the minority character of Aligarh Muslim 
University is being revived. Are you restoring it? 

A: Of course. The bill has been introduced in the 
previous session. I have told AMU students and Muslim 
organisations this. 

Q: There was a controversy recently on the /oreun tours 
by MPs to check the promess of Hindi in our embassies. 
You are chairman of the mficial languages commission, mo 
you too were supposed to accompany one such delegation. 
Why didn’t you go? Da you think such trips are worthwhile? 
Ra one crore is being spent on dds apparently. 



Qi How much longw 
wW you try ond oicopo • 
by burning tho Janota 
and Lok Dal for ovary- 
thing that goos wroiw? 
A: TheillnosslaatMa 
full threayaara, and now 
you want ft to ba curad 
in a faw months? That 
does not happan. 


A; This figure of one crore is wrong. I don’t know 
precisely, but the cost is between Rs 17 and Rs 19 lakhs 
only This was a decision by Parliament, and our govgra- 
ment had nothing to do with it. As home minister I am 
automatically chairman of the body All the MPs of all the 
parties decided that these delegations should go. They 
wanted me to go on one delegation, but I couldn’t. 

Q: A lot of stones circulate about you, surely some of- 
them are apocryphal; in any case they are damaging. For 
example, that you said in the course of a speech that 
Punjabis speak Punjabi and Andhras speak Andhiri. 

A: Wrong. Absolutely wrong. Do you expect me not to 
know which are the 14 official languages? That is obviously 
a joke of some sort. Even an ordinary person knows what 
language is spoken where. 

Q. One last question—we have already taken far more 
than the scheduled time. About the Gurdev Singh commis¬ 
sion report against you in which you were indicted, what is 
your opinion about it? Second, you had set up a committee 
to investigate the charges—do you think a committee of 
government servants can comment honestly on a report 
against the home minister of the country.^ 

A: First, I did not set up the committee, it was Punjab 
chief minister Darbara Singh who set up the committee. 
Second: why can’t the bureaucrat be honest? After all it 
was some bureaucrat who had suggested an enquiry 
against me. 

Q: 1 meant that if an independent body had gone into 
the charges, the credibility of the exoneration would have 
been hi^er 

A: But It was an opponent of mine who enquired against 
me—how much more “independent” can you get? 1 had 
spoken out against that person, saying that he wanted an 
extension from me and I did not give it (Giani Zail Singh 
was chief minister of Punjab before 1977). But they could 
find nothing against me. They tried to force bureaucrats to 
give evidence against me, but the liureaucrats would not, 
because they did not have any evidence against me. Was 
one single instance of corruption found? Badal tried to 
persuade bureaucrats to give evidence against me. Despite 
all their efforts to discover some evidence of corruption 
they could not find even one instance. The judge (who 
enquired) was biased against me. I told the judge that he 
was prejudiced against me, and therefore he had no r^t to 
enquire against me. I had written to home minister Charan 
Singh that a Supreme Court judge should enquire the 
charges against me. You know uiat High Court judges are 
appointed by chief ministers; I made 12 judges. I told the 
judge enquiring against me, ’You have retired; you cannot 
become a judge again. Your status is lower than mine. And 
there is no case against me’. He said 1 was insulting the 
court. I banged my fist on the table and told him that I was 
an ex-chief minister, and could become chief minister 
again, but there was no way in which he could become a 
judge again. He was biased; I refused to give evidence in 
front of him. And after all the effort, what did they have 
against me? That I had got some of “my people” appointed. 
Not relatives, just "my men”. Maine to eisa koi bewaqoof- 
chief minister nahin dekha jo apne dushmanon ko laga ae (I 
haven’t seen any chief minister who would be so foolish as 
to appoint his enemies). Main bewaqoof thora hi hun ke 
apne saare dushmanon ko bhar deta? (Was I a fool that I 
would fill the government with my enemies?) • 
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Eveii Ourga wasn't single-handed 



good parallel to our 
current condition is 
our situation in late 
1968. The country’s 
economy was in very 
bad shaiM. It faced both an acute 
foqd crisis and a high rate of infla¬ 
tion The SVD governments in the 
Hindi-speaking states which had 
mushroomed after the ’67 poll had 
collapsed. And the Congress bosses 
were more busy with their intrigues 
than giving a clear direction to 
their party or the government at 
the centre. Everyone was expecting 
Mrs Gandhi to take some dramatic 
and radical steps, both on the poli¬ 
tical and economic fronts, to turn 
the tide. But alas, nothing came. 
And so the pundits in Delhi started 
saying; She is weak and has lost the 
initiative. She cannot save the 
situation. 

I was a junior reporter then and 
had an unexpected opportunity of 
travelling with the Prime Minister 
in her special plane I sought an 
interview and it was readily 
granted. It was a small 20-minute 
hop After the interview had lasted 
about ten minutes I had to clo?e my 
notebook and Mrs Gandhi started 
asking me questions about the West 
Bengal situation But I was more 
interested in knowing her mind 
than giving my assessments about 
West Bengal. As it was an enurely 
off-the-record talk I gathered 
enough courage to ask; Madam, 
why are you not that decisive any 
more? Why are you hesitant? 

Mrs Gandhi was not then her 
present self and 1 was also in my 
early thirties. So when she frowned 
and wanted to know in a stern voice 
what I meant by that, I did not 
fumble for a moment and told her; 
Madam, when you started it was 
with bold decisions like the bifurca¬ 
tion of Punjab, devaluation, etc. 
And now, pundits in Delhi write 
that you are unable to take any firm 
action, either in party affairs or on 
the government front. You are even 
hesitating to reshuffle your minis¬ 
try! Mrs Gandhi calmed down and 
smiled at me; The difficulty with 
^u young people is that you are 
impatient. You alway$ want im¬ 
mediate action. But you cannot 
take drastic actions at any and 
every time. You will have to wait 
for the most opportune moment 
and only then should you act de¬ 
cisively. Otherwise you won’t jget 
the desired effect. 

For the last few months, more so 
after Sanjay’s death, the pundits in 
Delhi are again saying: She has lost 
her decisiveness. She is unabde to 
take any strong action and ii beyi- 
tating to reshuffle her cabinet. 



By BARUN SENGUPTA 

even though her government is 
being criticised for inaction. 

There is no doubt that in spite of 
some success in Assam and the 
north-east, things are not going well 
for the government. The situation 
on the communal and economic 
fronts is very serious. Particularly 
glaring is the failure in areas like 
power, coal and the railways. Power 

f eneration is poor not only in West 
engal, but in Bihar and the DVC 
also which are under the direct 
control of Congress(l) govern¬ 
ments. No one knows how we will 
face the latest oil crisis if we cannot 
improve our performance on the 
power and coal fronts. 

Above all, Mrs Gandhi’s govern¬ 
ment and party have not been able 
to create an atmosphere of confi¬ 
dence in the country. People ex¬ 
pected so much and till now they 
have got very little. According to a 
recent opiniqn poll in the four met¬ 
ropolitan cities, only two per cent 
of the population considered die 
Congre$s(I) governments’ perfenh¬ 
ance as “excellent” and only 26 per 
cent considered it to be “good.” As 
against this, about 48 per cent 
thought that the governments’ per¬ 
formance was “not so good” and 24 
per cent remarked that it was “not 
at all good”. Not that people have 
lost faith in Mrs Gandhi complete¬ 
ly; but it should be admitt^ by 
every sane person that the expecta¬ 
tions of a large number of people 
have bean befied. During the state 
Assembly elections all the Congres* 
s(I) leaders promised that things 
would improve drastically once Mrs 
Gandhi’s men were put in charge of 
affairs in the states also. That has 
been done, but where are the re¬ 
sults? 

There was all-round expectation 
that some drastic stws would be 
taken by the end of Mptember to 
improve the situation. There were 
hopes that able ministers and offi¬ 
cials would take over important 
departments. But, alas, nothing like 
that has happened. Rather, Mrs 
Gandhi has publicly given the im¬ 
pression that she is not in a hurry to 
make any changes and would like 
to continue with the present team. 


Why this attitude? Does she con¬ 
sider uie present set-up competent 
enough to give a major push which 
is urgently needed? Does she think 
that those who have not been able 
to create an atmosphere of confi¬ 
dence in the last eight months will 
now be able to do so? Or, is she 
hesitating to make any major 
change now in apprehension of 
fresh turmoil in the party? Or, is it 
the old situation again: 1$ she wait¬ 
ing for the most opportune mo¬ 
ment? Maybe so and she has her 
own calculations and is proceeding 
accordingly. The same survey 
which has revealed such a poor 
opinion about the performance of 
her government also shows that 52 
per cent are either “very confi¬ 
dent” or “somewhat confident” ab¬ 
out the government’s ability to 
handle problems in future, and 65 
per cent are of the definite opinion 
that there is no alternative to this 
government at the moment. 

Everyone knows that in our 
country public opinion changes 
veiy rapidly when the economic 
and political situation takes a dras¬ 
tic, adverse turn. We saw in the 
post-1971 period when Mrs Gandhi 
was at the peak of her glory after 
theJBanglaaesh war. Even a large 
section of the urban middle class 
started considering her to be Devi 
Durga. Then within three years how 
rapidly she lost ground, first in the 
urban and then in the rural areas, 
mainly because of the rapid price 
rise. We also have the case of the 

i fanata party before us. Mow rapid-' 
y the party came down in the 
public esteem because of the poli¬ 
tical childishness of some elderly 
people! When the situation deterio¬ 
rates in a big country like India it 
follows a peculiar pattern. The de¬ 
terioration sets in first at an arith¬ 
metical rate but in a short time it 
starts galloping at a geopietncai 
rate. Then the administrafors com- 
pletely,lose control over the situa¬ 
tion. No amount of repressive mea¬ 
sures can then be of any real help to 
those in the administration. 

One can only hope that Mrs 
Gandhi and her close associates 
remember tliii. Maybe the most 
opportune moment for weeding out 
the ineffective and useless people 
from the government and party has 
not come yet. But the question is, 
how many more months will we get 
before the geometrical rate of de¬ 
terioration sets in? We must re¬ 
member that even Devi Durga 
could not fight the demons single- 
handed; Can a mortal Durga. in a 
much more complex situation, fight 
it single-handed as she is doing 
now? 
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Feivxe KhMn ____ 

The fascinating story of 
how they sold Qurbani 
and Abdullah 

By 

ASHiSH RAJADHYAKSHA 

A r-~-IT approximately ten in 

the night of 3 November 
last year, at the Neptune 
Suite of the Taj Mahal 
_I hotel, Sanjay Khan slap¬ 
ped Zeenat Aman. He slapped her, not 
once, but at least a dozen times, lifted 
her by her hair and hit her in the neck. 
Zeenat's doctor, who treated her later 
in the night, was quoted as su^ng that 
“Her face was covered with blood, 
■bruises and black eyes; there were 
blood clots in her eyes and her bps 
were severely cut.” And so, months 
before the first hoarding was put up or 
the first advertisement placed, Abdul- 









































S rjdirk bm uwiuMtkiB* 

«|ifr flHiy 1b<Mr iMnr to banue toe 
toieity atodto** Wltois tour weeks of 
Seneral release <m ti July It had 
shattered all past recotdi to Delhi, UP, 
Heagal, Gujarat, flydersduid dty and 
Boinoay. “It achwv«s the hi^iest col¬ 
lection ever for aw of the todian 
circuits” wrote toe 7ndh GuicCe on 1|» 
August. “It drew a massive Rs 
22,73,086 on 44 prints to its first week 
in the north, Rs 5,4S,S93 on 21 prints 
to Bengal. Ahmedabad went Qurbaai 
craxy despite riot-tension and col- 
lectM Rs 5,25,708 on 10 inints (ail the 
above are the maximum that can be 
collected). Bombay’s Drive-In re¬ 
corded its highest ever collection: Rs 
1,01,800 as opposed to Rs 74,000 which 
was the previous highest.” 

What was most eloquent was an 
occasion when this correspondent was 
sitting in Ramesh Sippy's distribution 
office (BRA Entmprfses), and saw him 
cancel the schedule of four films in 


he didb^ want to svtftotoM tole 
disnrlhtttto of SuUtosb Ghilin Am 
who was unfortunato cnoiigh to tuuni^ 
estimattog the impact of ^urogto 
when he rdeased Xert simuUaseesUw 
to Bombay. “Hundred p» cent Oftte 
five weeksl” exclaimeo toe maker of 
Sbolay “Have you ever heard (d swto 
a thing?” AbduUab, whkh was s^ie- 
duled fw release on 30 May but then 
was delayed for various reason! (sot 
the toast beii^ the success of bl4 
brother's QwlmaJ), fans Just comj^kted 
at the moment d wrtotog, bne dto 
appointing week in Botoeay. It did 
91% of toe capacity, but tickets for toe 
late night shows were available even 
at toe main toeatre of release, says the 
TVade Guide. But quite apart from 
takings at toe box ofnce, AwfuHah has 
biased new quite amaslng trails. It has 
been granted tax exemption, accord¬ 
ing to Sanjajr*s wife Mrs Zarine Khan, 
who co-proouced toe film, to three 


was Zanne Khan, the high falutin 
ex model and designer-socudite wife 
of Sanjay who conspired to turn her 
husband against Zeenat. They quoted 
how, as she gleefully saw her husband 
hitting a fallen Itoenat, she raised her 
handbag and lashed out too. Others, 
putting Zeenat in toe role of golddig¬ 
ging home wre^er, printed pro- 
Zanne pieces and showed how Zemat 
had 'thrown' herself on Sanjay, and 
how she had engineered things to 
worm her way into the Khan home, 
abetted by her mother, 
r The whole thing, to emote one film 
publicist, was “superb.” “Forget about 
whether Sanjay meant to do it or not. 
The whole story has had all the ingre¬ 
dients of first-rate publicity>-the sex- 
angle, the vamp, the hidden motive, 
violence; Abdullah couldn’t have hao 
a better pre-release publicly if 20 top 
publicists had worked fm pionths on 
selling toe film. If Sanjay Khan had 
any reg^ts about having dragged his 
family into the limelight to tius way, 
surely they must have melted when he 
saw toe publicity his film got in toe 
process." 

Given the increasingly precarious 
financing system of any Hindi film, 
and toe fact that even toe biggest 
banners are finding it impossibly olffi- 
cult to ensure a reasonable return on 
their investments by legal means, 
more and more producers are turatos 
to more devious forms of promotion of 
their films. In toe publicising of toe 
filnL anything that gets toe fitot to toa, 
?ublk eye seems to be welcome, 
•vhetoer it shows toe makm in a 
^avourabto light or not. Aud it is hett, 
n toe field ot promottog toeir films, 
lays veteran film jourualist B. K. 
wanjim editor of toe widely reed 
veekly Shraan, that toe Khan hrotoCft 
lava scored ovmr evmyone alia, “the 
iChaasheve realised toet itto not Just 
idvwto^ toet gets them qtato puto 
Kity. Ptomotloa of toe film is a emn- 
>osim Job, vtoere {Im producer tries to 
lujld UP ^H Bgaie ihepeosc to ve- 
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territones^Maharaushtra, Ifaniatafca 
and Delhi-UP. And, accordliw td one 
very vatiiable source. Sanjay Sai man¬ 
aged to sen dubbing rights in Arabic to 
a Saudi Arabian trust tor over Rs one 
crore. 

The process of exploitation of the 
respective films of tne two brothers 
displays in most ways the similarities 
as well as differences between them. 
“Feroze is an extrovert, a gambler 
with high stakes, a spontaneous per¬ 
son,” says B. K. Karahjia. “Sanjay is 
more calculating. He leads a more 
ordered life, and sees his opportuni¬ 
ties better than does Feroze." '‘Sanjay 
is just a better businessman,” feels 
Zanne Khan. 

Right from the beginning the 
brothers were playing for high stakes 
with these films. And they approached 
the task of winning over the govern¬ 
ment with the saute relentlessness 
with which they manipulated the 
media. The family, which comes from 
Bangalore, and owns a lot of property 
there (though the Khans have always 
been extremely vague about it and 
refuse to be pinned down), has in 
Gundu Rao a close friend and staunch 
supporter He is, in fact, their .main 
liaison with the government When on 
30 April, Feroze hosted a party with a 
screening of Qurbam at the pelhi 
Films Division Auditorium, it was Gun¬ 
du Rao who persuaded I & B mimster 
Vasant Sathe, and union education 
minister Shankaranand to attend The 
lavish party, held later, was attended 
by over 30 MPs and other VIPs. Partly 
as a result of the screening, where 
Sathe expressed happiness at the qual¬ 
ity of the production, the Bombay- 
based Central Board of Film Censors 
who had earlier awarded the film an 
‘A’ were overruled and the film was 
changed to a ‘U’ with no major cuts. 
Mr K. L. Khandpur admitted much 
later in a television interview, when he 
said that “We cannot really help it 
when we get a directive from the I & B 
ministry overruling our decisions.” 

Feroze Khan was content with this 
gift from the government. And that he 
did something unique, which his 
brother could not do. Either he was 
more confident than Sanjay about the 
success of his film, or he was just more 
brash. Says a distributor who has 
worked with him in the past, “He did 
something that was potentially suicid¬ 
al—he r^ased the film himself in 
Bombay, because he wasn’t gettliw 
what he thought the film was worth, u 
clicked, but if it hadn’t he would have 
been sunk. It was a long shot, but he 
was lucky.” Right from the beginni^ 
however, Feroze indulged in what film 
parlance calls ‘onscreen publicity’— 
emphasising the car-chases, the smash- 
up of two Mercedes cars, the London 
shots, rather than offscreen romances. 
“He lived, breathed, dreamed his 
film,” says Karanjia, “He just coiddn’t 
compromise on anythbig when it eame 
to his production. Such things do mat¬ 
ter very much to the viewer, because 
the deep commitment seems to .make 
it a better film” Typical of the driv¬ 
ing, ell-eoQsutning passion fpr. his 


•creation*^ is the way he worked on his 
hit song Aap Jaisa koi by Nasia 
Hassan. 

Feroze says about his deal with 
Biddu, the composer of Aap jaisa, “I 
have known Biddu for a long time, we 
were both from Bangalore. Ever since 
he made it in America, he has always 
said that we should work together. 
Then, when I went to England for my 
film, I met Biddu, and he again re¬ 
minded me of my promise of working 
with him. I said, the next film I make! 
will certainly take him. He rephed, 
‘Why not this film?’ So I agreeo, be¬ 
cause I didn’t think that Kalyanji 
Anandji, the music directors, would 
mind Sharing their credits with him for 
one song.” However, it looks as if this 
comment is merely the forgetfulness 
of the successful, because Biddu him¬ 
self in a recent interview says, 
“Feroze, whom I had Diet casually in 
India once before, came to my office in 
London and asked me (to do a song for 
him) When he explained that he was 
sinking his entire fortune for the film 
and he would be a lame duck if he 
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Feme Khan’s advertisement in the 
Indian Express _ 


failed, I agreed, more as a favour. I 
had nothing to lose except probably a 
week. I didn’t ask Feroze for any 
money, nor have I got any so far!” 

Biddu is probably the more correct, 
because by all indications Feroze was 
going crazy since he didn’t have what 
he believed would be a genuine hit 
Song. He "had got a contract with 
Polydor India, and he was an^ng for 
their elite ‘Supreme’ label, which he 
wouldn’t have got otherwise. And he 
finally got the label, because he was 
willing to risk his money with an 
unknown singer and a music director 
Inexperienced to the tastes of the 
Indian masses. And he came up 
trunms; his gamble paid off. 

"Feroze is a stickler for realism,” 


sSys an observer. “I'op his film, thiffi.' 
was just no holding him back! Whim w . 
burnt the Mercedes car in the ehd, hp 
could have easily salvaged the engine 
and burnt the chassis. But no, he 
wanted to show the ephemeral nature 
of riches—how temporary sudi sym¬ 
bols are. And he spent the moaby. 
Feroze has a flamboyance, and a 
strong and rugged individualism, all of 
which he devoted to his film. The film 
succeeded, 1 think, because of its . 
sophistication. Even in his treatment 
of Zeenat Aman, he really succeeded 
in creating the erotic woman that 
people would flock to see. He is 
aggressive, and demands nothing but 
the best. And he got it in Qurbani," 


A FTER Qurbam Feroze was a fad¬ 
ing star revived. His whole man¬ 
ner changed, his latent arrogance be¬ 
came intensified. A typical incident at 
a party thrown by him at the Oteroi 
following the success of Qurbani dis¬ 
plays this Feroze Khan, apparently, 
placed a cigarette in his mouth. In 
typical filmi fashion, it is customa^ 
for a dozen people round a star to whip 
out their lighters and offer to light hiS 
cigarette. However, Since Feroze is not 
normally such a man, nobody offered 
him their lighters. So Feroze pulled 
out his lighter, gave it to a young actor 
named Shakti Kapoor, and asked him 
to light his cigarette. Shakti, it seems, 
put the lighter in his pocket, pulled 
out a match box and lit Feroze’s 
cigarette. -That was enough for the 
typical Khan reaction. “See me out¬ 
side.” Given the high state of inebria¬ 
tion prevailing, nothing happened, 
and later the two made up. But here 
was a good example of the inflated 
Feroze ego 

Karanjia has special praise to offer 
Feroze for the publicity of Qurbani. “I 
have told these people a number of 
times-that giant posters are less effec¬ 
tive than good advertisements, howev¬ 
er small. 1 recently saw, in England, 
ads for Neil Simon’s Chapter u, and 
they were brilliant. They immediately 
attracted attention. Feroze is the only 
man I have seen in-Indian cinema who 
has an idea about the use of advertis¬ 
ing for his film.” Feroze had an official 
publicist named Harish Kumar Mehra, 
but it seems he took personal charge 
of all the publicity. He was the one 
who supervised the making of the 
radio programmes, the plugging of the 
Aap jaisa koi number, which really 
was the high point of the film. And 
then journalists had been taken reg¬ 
ularly to the sets during shooting, so 
the film got continuing mention in the 
press long before release. 

Sanjay Khan, it appears, is a far 
more calculating and shrewd man. 
Both brothers had assiduously culti¬ 
vated the political bosses at New De¬ 
lhi, but while Feroze had done the 
routine donation of all his proceeds of 
the Delhi premiere to the Sanjay Gan¬ 
dhi memorial hospital, and publicly 
announced his ‘gnef on a full pain 
page in The Indian Express (see pic), 
he was content to let ms film stand or 
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Kban, whoitttflnected, cnareoebr^, 
a lot more.from the govenuneat for a 
vaatly iafenor film. WieD he held his 
premiere at Sombay'i Maratha Man- 
he mt chiM ministers Gundu Rao 
and A. R. Antulay (diey had, inciden¬ 
tally, also put in an ^(>pearance at 
Feroze’s Qurbani premiere). And Gun' 
du Rao took it upon himself to publicly 
congratulate Saunjay Khan on a “mas¬ 
terpiece.” Joined by Antult^, he 
waxed eloquent on all aspects of San- 
jay’s mastery, he praised the acting 
and lauded the dialogue and the 
photography. And then, saying “It is 
such lilms that should «he made in 
India,” he suddenly announced that he 
would grant the film tax exemption in 
his state. He urged Antulay to consider 
doing the same in Maharashtra as well, 
but Antulay, though he made no secret 
of his appreciation of the film, re¬ 
mained non-committal on this subject. 
Gundu Rao appears to have forgotten 
that tax exemption is supposed to be 
granted only for specific purposes; 
where the film has an educational role 
(a genuinely educational role, and not 
the one professed by a film that fea¬ 
tures violence and sex in the name of 
communal unity), or if it is a national 
awardwinner. Abdullah is far from 
having won the national award yet. 
Gundu Rao, in his apparently spon¬ 
taneous gesture, may well be the har¬ 
binger of a brand new racket to an 
already racket-burdened Hindi 
cinema. 

Later, Abdullah held its premiere 
.on 26 September at Delhi at the Vi- 
gyan Bhavan, with Vasant Sathe in tow 
as chief guest. There Sanjay Khan 
announced a donation of Rs ten lakhs 
to the Sanjay Gandhi memorial trust 
fund, and 10% of all the proceeds of 
Abdullah when released anywhere in 
the world. A few days later, on .2 
October, Khan was invited as chief 
guest at the Handloom and Khadi Fair 
which was presided over by Indira 
Gandhi. There, as Mohammed Yunus 
(the chairman of the Trade Fair Au¬ 
thority of India, and another Khan 
“friend”) ceremonially garlanded him 
and Mrs Gandhi bade him sit by her, 
Sanjay Khan announced his intention 
of making a 40-mtnute documentary 
on the life and achievements of Sanjay 
Gandhi to “donate to the nation.” 

Clearly, all this declasse cbamcha- 
girl by a man always introduced to 
society as classy and well-bred, is not 
without some purpose. For each of his 
^gestures’ he is evidently expecting 
returns in kind, and the'government 
does respond lavishly, as menrioned 
earlier. The very first, immediately 
achieved, was that of tax exemption 
fof Ms film. Says Zarine, “The fum is, 
geitting exemption in three states. Mr 
Antulay and Mr Gundu Rao have soiid 
that the film has all the ingredients 
that qualify it tot exemption, because 
more and more people ^ould jee'this 
film because, the dialogues ’ are so 
beautiful and aveiything pihaches 
brotherhood- Ererj^ing preaches 
love. Love surpasses all reOgion, diU ik 
the moral of the story. Even lieutenant 



Zarine 


Sanjay Khan speaking at the 
Abdullah premiere 



eenerid'ihe (prMsmtaUy me'anihdlli 
<lhi*s Lt Governor Jagmohan) saitftlml 
the stoiy was beautiful, and as many 
pmpie as poimble should see the film. 
The home ministty have issued thett 
directive as well.” 

Though exemption would um 
doubtedly go a long way towards rer 
covering the Rs two crore investment 
Sanjay Khan has made in his fiiB4 
reliable reports in Bmnbay say diat be 
has many other debts. .He has bor¬ 
rowed over a crore of rupees in the 
open market in Bombay at 32% im 
terest, and most of that money is stiu 
unpaid. “He has had to live big to keep 
up his credit,” says one source, “and so 
he has maintained a very, very good 
standard of living, he has entertained 
lavishly. But he's just not as well off as 
he shows.” He is apparently hoping tq 
recover most of this money in foreign 
earnings with Abdullah now that the 
local market has let him down and he 
made his film with an Arab market in 
mind. The Trade Guide reported on 
20 September that one Arab financier 
has offered him Rs one crore and 60 
lakhs for the dubbmg rights in Arabic. 
He is apparently hoping that his 
friendship with the government would 
persuade it to overlook such irregular¬ 
ities as might turn up in these deals. 

Says Dev Anand, who has just re¬ 
leased Lootmaar after undergoing a 
massive fight with the l&B men for a 
*U' certificate, “Sanjay Khan seems to 
be the darling of the government 
everywhere. I went to Delhi to plead 
my case for a *U’ for Lootmaar and 
everywhere I found talk of Abdulla&l" 
Dev Anand has another reason to 
grouse at Sanjay Khan, because the 
latter sneaked away his main theatre 
while Dev Anand was in Delhi. The 
Sanjay men apparently went to the 

f eneral manager of Maratha Mandir, 
lanoj Desai, and convinced him tnat 
Lootmaar would never get its certifi¬ 
cate in time for the release date. They 
managed to get him to switch to 
Abdullah, and when Dev Anand re¬ 
turned from Delhi he found his main 
theatre gone.-“They’ve succeeded this 
time, they’ve won,” says Dev bitterly. 

The Khans are nothing if not bom 
media men. They have always perpetu¬ 
ated two images for themselves—^first¬ 
ly, as well-bred, cultured people, al¬ 
ways a few cuts above the film lum¬ 
pen. They have always set themselves 
up as different from the average film 
actor, and they have been careful in 
emphasising this difference. And, 
secondly, that of violent men of pathao 
descent. “We’re never the ones to 


provoke,” says Akbar Khan, third of 
the brothers, apd maker of Haadsa. 
“But if anyone asks for it, the Khans 
will never hold back.” But according to 
one associatej^o has seen the Khans 
ia action, ’^ey are always getting 
drunk an^^tarting fights. Now pru¬ 
dent people don’t bother to provoke 
them.” / ‘ 

Zarine Khan expounds long and 
loud on the Khan character Speaking 
with/the Zeenat incident as the back¬ 
drop, where, perhaps, the celebrated 
breeding of the Khans didn’t hold up 
/ 3'T 
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(or iHfQrbe tluSr Au>n)« iachido hitting 
vromon), •ho sura, *Th« pr«$i hot been. 
adBBUUit in macini th* Khtns th« men 
with the gunt and the men with die 
fists. Agreed, they are not very di> 
plomatlc—if someone talks to them 
insultingly, they vmnt fold their hands 
and say aamaateji. Utey have a fiery 
temper, httt they never hear any 
malice. And this myth of violence u 
totally untroe< I have been married to 
Sanj^ for the past 16 years, and 
known him for seven years before that. 
And I assure you that except for these 
last two years when we had this unfor* 
tunate problem that I suppose every 
household has, we’ve had a very 
pleasant time, and there has been no 
violence, either towards me, or to¬ 
wards our friends. The Khans are not 
mad people to break out into fist fights 
all the time—if they were, they 
wouldn’t have had such,high connec¬ 
tions. They have very good friends, 
from all walks of life. The family is 
highly educated, a good family with 
breeding—it’s a very classy family. 
The family is very cultured—for inst¬ 
ance, the person who constructed the 
Brindavan gardens at Mysore was a 
first cousin of their mother.” 

My experience at Akbar Khan’s 
house is typical of the Khans. As soon 
as I entered, I met two belligerent 
menservants. I told them 1 had an 
appointment. One of them scratched 
his head and said, “Saab is in, but...” 
“But what?” “But he won’t meet you.” 
When I insisted that at least my card 
be taken in, the man said, “Okay, but 
wait for about half-an-hour. I shall 
come back and tell you.” Akbar’s resi¬ 
dence, the original residence of the 
family before the other brothers 
moved out, is typical of their opulence. 
A two-storey edifice full of plush 
rooms, it hardly appears the house of a 
young man strug^ng to get into films, 
a man who is producing nis first ven¬ 
ture and putting all his money into it. 
It IS, however, quite up to the Khan 
tradition. 


T he tradition is one of wealth per¬ 
petually on display. Sanjay, wiled 
hitting out at the media following the 
Zeenat episode, said, “It is the Ainans 
who are the nouveawt riche, the Khans 
have been accustomed to rolling in 
money. We have style...” Zarine says, 
“Somehow people cannot get over how 
Sanjay Khan lives the way he dons. 
Believe me, I don’t have-soHtaiiies on- 
my hands. I’d rather live well than 
keep diamonds and jewellery. But to 
each their own—there may be petH^le 
who spend ten times as much as we do, 
but have nothing to show for it.” 

Is it trueji asked Zarine, that both 
Sanjay and Faro«e staked their entire 
resource! on their films? “Of rmurse, 
they stake their ftiture on each 
she said. She was, however, vigue on 
hdw Sanjay had managed to imrviva 
from the supposed state of the blink oij 
poverty wiira his‘eaiiiar Cbutdi-Sone 
rloppdd. “He managed to recovmr his 
money... t wduldnVIifce to go into 
detaUji ahoiti thatviia's hot jnst into 
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Zeenat at the Qurbani premiere 

films, he has other businesses as well... 
no, I wouldn’t like to discuss those, 
sorry.” 

It is typical of the difference be¬ 
tween Sanjay and Ferose that while 
Feroze concentrated on acting, and, 
later on, making films, Sanjay at one 
time branched out into horseracing. 
He bou^t,' in 1974, the celebrated 
horse Prince Khartoum, who, the next 
year, went on to win the Tnple Crown. 
“One day he just walked home and 
said, ‘Darling I’ve just bought the 
loveliest of horses’,” recalls Zanne. “I 
said, ‘Whatever for?’ He said, ‘Because 
he (the horse) looked at me, and I 
thought he was telling hie to buy him.’ 
And of course, the way the horse 
succeeded, the whole thing was too 
fantastic for words. For a whole year 
Sanjay didn’t act in films, just concen¬ 
trated on his horse. And when he came 
back, he found that he wasn’t gening 
roles with the best directors, (he best 
production groups. So he quit acting.” 

Ferose, who came to Bombay in 
19S7, and struggled for years on the 
pt^phery of tiie Hindi cinema until he 
finally received his break in films such 
as fCeponer Kaju, Samson and Honu 
Wadisrs' Char Dirvesb, is in a real 
' sense committed to cinema. He has no 

S etensions, but has technically soph- 
Jcated films like Apndh and Khdtei 
Sikkny. He is more brash than the 
’sophisticated’ ^niay. And thqteaym 
for that is tiiat aespiie the family 
. wealth, Feroze is the only Khan who 
had to struggle in his early days. 

Sahjay; on the; other hud, hdd a 
' read;^ade entry Owing to the. success 
et Ferose. He was junior assistant to K, 
Asift^en Gutwa/ummt and Mughoi- 
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e-Azam were made; from there he 
jumped straight to work with John 
GuiUiman (who made Towering met- 
no), and from there he jumped straight 
into films with Tartan Comes to India 
and Haqeeqat; then he made it with - 
Dosa. “He was always compared to the 
young Dilip Kumar and James Dun 
and people like that,” says Zarine, 
“and producers who used to keep 
coming to meet Feroze used to con¬ 
stantly ask him to act in their films. So 
he fimUy said, ‘Chalo, let’s do it.’ And 
was an immediate success.” 

Feroze is the more garish personal 
ity—a more vivid house, more 
elemental interests, a greater btagga- 
docto—but a greater commitment as 
well. The younger Sanjay is more 
calculating, and he has always been 
more image-conscious than Feroze. He 
has used his resources to more effect 
than Feroze, and he believes that his 
businessmanship will get him out of 
whatever mess he gets into. As a 
.consequence, he has not been as com¬ 
mitted to films as Feroze has; but the 
moment he has moved into direction 
he has wanted people to believe that 
here was the master director Hindi 
cinema was waiting for. 

When they were children, it seems 
that Sanjay was always the one ex¬ 
pected to succeed, always the show¬ 
piece of the family. After 30 years of 
struggles with Qurbani and Abdullah, 
can M seen the de^ees of success of 
the two brodiers. One was the film- 
maker, the other the businessman— 
and in the bizarre game of business ' 
that is the Hindi cinetna, it is the 
filmmaker that has succeeded. 
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The guilt of partition 



And vdio shall bear 
the cross? 

By GEORGE FERNANDES 

.'"|HE biggest problem of the Muslims in India is 

that they are still being compelled to live with 
the guilt of the partition of India. When 
Pakistan was carved out on a theocratic basis 
J and the rest of India remained a secular state, 
the Muslims were under a tremendous psychological dis¬ 
advantage. Most of their accredited leaders and spokesmen 
had migrated to and become part of the new nation of 
Pakistan, ihe Muslims who were left behind or who did not 
subscribe to the idea of a theocratic state suddenly were 
subjected to a traumatic experience. 

The Confess leadership saw in this situation a 
tremendous opportunity to make every Muslim in India 
here^ter suffer from the guilt of the partition. And it has 
been at that game for the last 33 years. If the Indian Muslim 
frees himself from this guilt complex, he will have found 
the solution for this special problem which is only his lot 
among the people of diverse religious social and ethnic^ 
backgrounds who make the mosaic that India is. 

Frankly, there is no reason why the Indian Muslim 
should suffer from this guilt complex. The guilty men of 
India’s partition are not just the Muslim leaders alone. The 
Hindu leadership of the nationalist movement was as guilty 
of partitioning the country as aiw one else is. 

In his book. The Guilty Men of Jodie’s Partition (which 
actually started as a review of Maulana Asad’s ^k, Jodie 
Wias Freedom, but ended up as a book in itself), the 
socialist leader. Dr Rammanohar Lohia was to enumerate 
eight basic causes of India’s partition. Lohia wrote: “Among 
the basic causes that led to the partition were, first British 
chicanery; secondly, declining years of (Congress -lead¬ 
ership; thirdly, objective condition of Hindu-Muslim riot¬ 
ing; fourthly, lack of grit and stamina among the people; 
fifthly Gandwji’s non-violence; sixthly, Muslim League’s 
separatism; seventhly, inability to seise opportunities as 
they came; and eighdUy, Hindu hauteur,” j 

I idiall not here elaborate on the various causes on 
partition as adumbrated by Dr Lohia mr. as I myself see 
them. That is an issue in itsw- The point I want to make is 
diat to lay the guilt of partitibning of the country at the 
door of the Muslims and to think that the rest of the people 
are free from guilt is historically false. All Indians have to 
share the guilt of partition, and the leadership of the 
country more than others. And when we talk of the 
leadership, it is the dwninant leaddrsldp of the then 
dominant party, the Indian National (Congress, that has to 
take a greater share of the tdame. 

Lest I be misunderstood that in the dominant leadership 
Mahatma Gandhi is Mso included, let me qpote Lohia from 
the book 1 haye (dted earlier. Writing on the meeting of the 
Coagt^ Woi^ng ConunitMe whicB accepted scheme 
of partitioB hi die counbry, LohiakSayst *’Twoof us socialists, 
Mr Jaya i^akadi Nartyanud L wmre specially invltM 
this meetik^ Barring us two M a h atma Gandhi and Kha# 
Abdul (^anar Nhan, none spoke .a single word in opposf- 
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lo «tfa«r wiM the rcMit the l«ider^ was cooimitted 
tp piurfitkui. What is worse, Mr Nehru ahd oth«s had 
egr^ to the partitieniua (tf India without as much as 
consulting Mahatma Gandhi. Let me again quote Lohia on 
what transpired at the Congress Working Committee to 
-substantiate this point. Lohia writes: “I should like espe¬ 
cially to bring out two points that Gandhiji made at this 
meeting. He turned to Mr Nehru and Sardar Patel in mild 
complaint that they had not informed him of the scheme of 
partition before committing themselves to it. Bcdore Gan- 
dhiii could make out his point fully, Mr Nehru intervened 
with some passion to say that he had kept him fully 
informed. On Mahatma Gandhi’s repeating that he did not 
know of the scheme of partition, Mr Nehru slightly altered 
his earlier observation. He said that NoakhaU was so far 
away and that, while he may not have described the details 
of scheme, he had broadly written of partition to Gandhiji. 

“I will accept Mahatma GantUii’s version of the case, and 
not Mr Nehru’s, and who will not? One does not have to 
dismiss Mr Nehru as a liar. All that is at issue here is 
whether Mahatma Gandhi knew of the scheme of partition 
before Mr Nehru and Sardar Patel had committed them¬ 
selves to it. It would not do for Mr Nehru to publish vague 
letters which he might have written to Mahatma Gandhi 
doling out hypothetical and insubstantial information. 
There was definitely a role in the corner aspect of this 
business. Mr Nehru and Sbrdar Patel had obviously be¬ 
tween themselves decided that it would be best not to scare 
Gandhiji away before the deed was definitely resolved 
upon.” 

The trouble is that the Muslim leadership has not cared 
to analyse the causes of India’s partition adequately and 
objectively, and educate the Indian people on this unfor¬ 
tunate event m our history. The Hindu political leadership 
of the Congress party has had a vested interest in continued 
obfuscation of the issue. The Communists, having advo¬ 
cated partition for narrow and selfish political gains, have 
been living with their own guilt complex to be able to say 
anything objective on this issue. The other political parties 
did not display enough vigour in educating the country on 
the matter and to help liberate the Muslims from the 
unnecessary guilt complex. 

W HAT 1 $ the mam reason for the backwardness of 
Indian Muslims? Is it their aloofness from the national 
mainstream or is it the discrimination or biases against 
them that has contributed to this backwardness? Implicit in 
this question are two hypotheses. First, that the Muslims 
have by and large been aloof from the national mainstream. 
Second, that there is discrimination and bias against them. 

In my opinion, there is an inter-mix of both these factors 
for the backwardness of the Muslims. While there is 
discrimination and bias against them, the Muslims also 
display a terrible urge to stay away from the mainstream of 
our national life. The biggest offender here, of course, has 
been the Congress government. While treating the Muslims 
as a vote baim through a variety of stratagems, including 
the use of the vote contractors among the leadership of the 
Muslims, it has been practising the worst form or discri¬ 
mination against the Muslims In respect of jobs and the 
social life of the country. One has to look at the recruitment 
of Muslims in the armed forces and in the police forces of 
the country and in other sectors of government service to 
realise the extent of ihis discrimination- 

Naturally, when tlw government practises discrimina¬ 
tion against the Muslims, it is bound to have its own impact 
on other people. The consequences are there for all to see 
The private employers, taking the cue from the govern¬ 
ment's attitude, are averse to providing employment in 
their establishments to Muslims. So, the Muslims have to 
fend for themselves. That is why if you look for the 
self-employed in ^e country, you will find a large percen¬ 
tage of Muslims there. They b^me hawkers, vendors and 
take to such occupations where the earnings are meagre 
and where the secwty of service or old age benefits are not 
av^able, 

Worse, however, is the irreparable damagd caused to the 
credibility of the Muslims b^use of this discrimination. 
The majiwity pi^ulation tends to look at Muslims as 
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unreliable, undependable and untrustworthy people, 
feeling is that if the government cannot trust them, ah^ 
therefore, does not employ them in public services, how Cgff 
the ordinary people trust them? 

Here, let me give a few illustrations. Wien India ahul 
Pakistan went to war in 1971 over Bangladesh, the munici]^ 
al corporation of Bombay transferred a large number w 
Muslim workers from the Vaitarna water woncs to the cit)F- 
When my union took up this matter with the munlcipM 
authorities, and protested against this anti-Muslim act, thf^ 
municipal commissioner said they had instructions irom 
the union home ministry in Delhi that Muslims must not be' 
kept in sensitive posts. Vaitarna supplies Bombay with ito' 
drinking water, and so it became a sensitive post where Mr« 
Gandhi’s government was not prepared to trust Muslims* 

At the same time, the BEST undertaking in Bombast 
removed over a dozen Muslims from the controllers’ jobg 
and put them on the road as inspectors. Again, when my 
union protested against this, we were told that the B£$c 
management was acting on instructions from Delhi not tq 
have Muslims in key positions The controllers are con¬ 
cerned with the overall movement of buses in the jurisdic¬ 
tion of their respective bus depots, and they could not be 
trusted to do their job during a time of war. 

A young Muslim girl stenographer was summarily re-' 
moved from her job in the Bhabha Atomic Power Centre gt 
lYombay in Bombay on the same grounds at the same time. 
Even a stenographer’s job became too sensitive to be 
entrusted to a Muslim 

1 can cite scores of such cases which are in my personal 
knowledge. But one does not have to do that. 

The trouble is, most people do not want to discuss these 
matters. When I started speaking on this right at the timeef 
the Bangladesh war and thereafter, and challenged MtS 
Gandhi’s government on its anti-Muslim attitude, the 
government refused to join issue with me, and chose to 
keep quiet. Unfortunately, even the leadership of the 
Muslims did not take up this issue. Somehow, on such issues 
as affect the bread and butter and-dignjty and credibility of 
the Muslims, the established leadership of the Muslims lias 
always preferred to keep quiet. I suppose this is partly out 
of fear and partly out of selfishness, 

Mrs Gandhi did reply to me on this issue after she had 
imposed her infamous emergency in June 1975.1 was then 
in the underground, and could not answer her attacks on 
me. The press was under censorship and even if someone 
had sent a rejoinder to her attack on me there was no 
question of it getting published. And she replied to me in 
hmr own characteristic style. In early July 1975 the 
enslaved press and the All India Radio were used to give 
wide coverage to a letter Mrs Gandhi wrote to a Muslim 



League leader of Kerala repudiating my charge made 
continuously for four years from December 1971 that 
Muslims were denied employment in sensitive posts and 
that there had beenamassive witch-hunt of the Muslims at 
the time Of Indo-Pakistan war over Bangladesh 

The fact is that all government establishments in the, 
country were acting on a sectet circular issued by the home 
minist^, and endorsed by Mrs Gandhi, that Muslims were 
not to be ^ven employment in key or sensitive posts. I had 
known of the existence of such e circular and had been 
speaking about it for years. 

imust be taken note of. however, are the consequ¬ 
ence of this policy of mistrust towards the Muslims on the 



Oo you need a health tonic...if you're in good health? 
What is the secret of amid ? 

What was the "elixir of life" ? 


Startling facts about 
the world’s best known 
ayurvedic tonic 

"^hyawanprash 


6 The elixir of life ^ 

Chyawanprash literally means 
"food for Chyawan Rishi” The 
legend goes that Chyawanprash 
was first created 3,000 years ago 
as a health food by the physicians 
of the Gods 

So amazing were its powers,that 
the rishis often called it "Jeevan" 
or' the elixir of life' 


The rishis believed that it not 
only built up resistance and kept 
body tissues young it also kept 
the mind alert and improved 



3,000 years later... Oabur 
Chyawanprash 

For centuries Chyawanprash 
remained a secret of the rishis and 
a few remote ashrams 
It was only in 1884, when 
Dabur set up their first 
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that Chyawanprash became easily 
available to everyone 

Oabur Chyawanprash is made 
from over 40 carefuilv selected 
herbs and ingredients The most 
important of these.is fresh amla 
It also contains Oashmool (10 
roots), Ashtawarg (8 herbs),til oil, 
ghee, sugar and spices 

THE SECRET OF AMLA 

It was the early ayurveds who 
first discovered that amla Is 
nature's beat defence against 



illness It IS the richest known 
source of natural Vitamin C In 
fact amla juice contains 20 times 
more Vitamin C than orange juice • 


An amazing medical 
discovery ^ 


For years 
people felt tl 
airVitaminC did was prevent colds 

It was Dr Linus Pauling two- 
time winner of the Nobel Prize 
who found that Vitamin C 
revitalizes body tissues and slows 
down the ageing process It also 
controls high blood 'pressure and 
reduces the chances of a heart 
attack 



OR. ASHOK MAJUMDAR, 
RENOWNED AYURVEDIC EXPERT 
SAYS 

"1 strongly recommend 
Dabur Chyawanprash to all my 
patients It has a wide range of 
long-term benefits for both 
young and old " 


The complete health food 
for your family 


S abur Chyawanprash is 
more than just a health 
tonic—It s a complete 
health food for everyone in your 
family 

It builds up the resistance of the 
body and protects it from infections. 
It tones up the muscles and helps 
in the growth of tissues, it helps to 
fully utilise the proteins m the body, 
It keeps you active and full of 
energy 

Oabur Chyawanprash is 
manufactured in fully-automated 
plants by the world's largest 
manufacturers of ayurvedic 
products 


Dabur Chyawanpraah— 
your daily ounce of 
prevention 



Ayurveda 
has always 

- , - believed that 
preventidn Is better than cure. By 
building up the body's natural 
raststanca to infaction. Debut 
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Chyawanprash helps to keep your 
family healthy 

Make Dabur Chyawanprash a 
daily health habit for everyone m 
your family 

Does a healthy person need 
a health tonic 7 


Far too many people believe 
that a health tonic is meant only 
for those who are sick 

The fact is that a good health 
tome acts as a preventive It can 
actually build up the body s 
resistance and keep you from 
falling ill easily 

A health tonic therefore, should 
be taken by everyone in the family 

Why is a natural health 
tonic better? 

When you take vitamins and 
minerals in their natural form 
they are more easily absorbed by 
the body 

Because there are absolutely no 
chemicals or artificial additives, a 
natuial health tonic is completely 
free from side effects and is safer 
for children 



^%MIVANPRASH 


vourfamRyis 
natural heath toni c 


part of the Congress government. I liave had workers in 
Bombay and elsewhere telling me that if the government 
does not trust the Muslims in sensitive positions, there must, 
be some valid reasons for such attitude. After all, the 
government has its secret sources of information, and its 
intelligence agencies, that feed it with facts that are not 
known to the rest of the people. So, the argument goes, if 
the government, with justification, does not trust Muslims, 
does not treat them as equal citizens, how can we, why 
should we trust them? On the face of it, this looks logical. 
However, what needs to be pointed out is that the Congress 
government is using Muslims as cannon fodder in its 
political games. In the process it has been and still is 
responsible for the spread of the communal cancer more 
than any other group in the country. 

Be that as it may, the point is that with such mistrust 
created about the Muslims, it is quite an uphill task for 
them to become a part of the mainstream of nanonal.life. 
Quite justifiably, they tend to find security within their 
own ranks and this in turn creates a sectarianism which 
naturally keeps them away from the mainstream. In the 
process, a new class of leaders too emerges. Some, genuine¬ 
ly religious, providing emotional sustenance to a people in 
distress. Others, frauds, who cash in on people’s fears and 
exploit them for their own personal aggrandisement^ these 
frauds have a strong vested interest inkeeping the Muslims 
in segregation. They are the ones who then operate as 
managers of vote banks. In league with the Congress 
bosses, these leaders will use everv trick to prevent the 
Muslims from joining the national mainstream. This is 
where a new movement among the Muslims is called for. 
Not to make them more sectarian and more communal. But 
to liberate them from the stranglehold of a leadership that 
has a vested interest in keeping them in segregation. 


T he mainstream of Indian polity is not sectarian but 
pluralist. It is not communal but secular. And the 
struggle in which this mainstream is engaged is not for the 
preservation of the economic and social status quo but for a. 
new social and economic order that believes in equality,in 
socialism. The fate of the Muslims is linked irrevocably 
with that of the other have-nots in the country 

The first thing is for Indian Muslims to aggressively 
assert that they are a part of the national mainstream In a 
country where about 60% of the people live below the 
poverty line, the ratio of Muslims in that categ^ory cannot be 
any less. If anything, it may be a little more For the simple 
reason that many of the traditional craft and industries m 
which Muslims traditionally found employment have been 
squeezed out of existence since the machine age dawned in 
our country, and more particularly during the last years of 
freedom. The weavers, the cobblers and other rural crafts¬ 
men have been rendered unemployed by the machines that 
now weave the cloth or stitch the footwear. In fact, when we 
speak of unemployment in the rural, and to some extent in 
the urban, areas, what we are also discussing is the problem 
of those who have been thrown out of their traditional 
employment by the machines for the capitalists. 

A movement to recreate the cottage and rural sector of 
employment is now imperative if the large mass of unem¬ 
ployed in the country are to be provided with any gainful 
employment Rut this cannot be a movement of the Muslims 
alone. Nor is it my point that there are no weavers, cobblers 
and other unemployed craftsmen from other communities 
The point I am making is that Muslim cobblers and weavers 
should stop thinking of their problem of unemployment as 
Muslims, but make common cause with other artisans and 
craftsmen in an effort to solve their problem. This struggle 
will invariably put them against the nation’s establishment, 
which again includes people of all reli^ons and castes 
In other words, an unemployed Muslim, a socially and 
economically deprived Muslim, is not different from an 
unemployed harijan or adivasi or Christian or rajput or 
brahmin. When such an identification at the class or craft 
level begins, the alienation ends, even if the socio-economic 
problems may take a little more time in getting settled. Tim 
Muslim now becomes a partner in the mass movement in 
the countrv for change, for a better life for everybody. With 
that will also go the sense of insecurity he felt when he was 
living in his own little shell. ” 
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Sign of the 
Marathon 
Runner 



A marathon runner must have 
strength and stamina 


Tyre with 
Marathon 
Performance 



Firestone tyres give you more kilometres 
lor your money Firestone tyres can take 
the friction of high speeds on highways 
Their unique tread pattern ensures a firm 
road grip and directional stability 

Durable Firestone tyres 
backed by highly customer oriented 
service team and research & 
development expenerKe over 79 years 


l^ire^fone 


T9 YEARS OF INTERNATIONAL EXPEBKNCF 
Bombav Tyres Internatlonat Limited 


Shourie's 

diagnosis 

InsUlulion’s in the Janata Phate by Arun 
Shoune Popular Prakashan Rs60 


A RII\ Shouiit IS suitlv the best 
Loliimiiist in the Loiiiitiv loduv 
His loite is licit news but dissecticin 
He. u lint ic.illv j muikidkei m the 
classic mciuld lathci hi insistentiv 
4 )iiitits Ins jccusiiiK tini’ci at the muck 
that lies lust undei' the suilace cit 
news—the muck which the media 
conscious elite of this countiv living 
on dailv doses of sell deception le 
luses to see "Shouiie keeps civinff 
out—licit It IS set tht loi lor sour 
own sake set the lot Iht ima^e that 
tomes tn mind^is ol a suiKton who tuts 
optn the skin to levtal the hile—then 
lakes the bile and throws it at vour 
late toi whv should vou have the 
luxuis of innoiante’ 

A piece h\ Shoune is a mixtuie of a 
lawvei s investigation, a suigeon's in 
cLsion a tvnit s comment—all put 
togethti m a teacher s English Logic 
al shaip acid simple ihe qualities 
that make tor good lournalism He has 
tonvittion enough not to be embarras 
sed about the ust of haish woids 
rhook kf thaat If'ita is headline loi a 
pitte on iht ‘d h< 'ous ’ letters which 
Chaucihurv Chat an Singh and his tian 
sitoiv finance ministei Htmvati Nan 
dan Bahuguna exchanged in 1978 but 
only became public knowledge in the 
heat and dust of suicidaF 1979 
Indeed it anyone wants a quick, 
seiious (and thankfully, not pedantic) 
analysis of why precisely the Janata 
experiment collapsed, there is little 
bettei to do than tead this collection i 
myself tound it absolutelv absorbing, 
even though I was leading manv of 
pieces for a second time having lead 
them earlier when they fust appeared 
in the Indian I vpress or elsewhere 
Alter a long while 1 read a book which 
made me angry angry at the three old 
men who, irt March 1977 promised to 
see, hear oi speak no evil, and then in 
an unparalleled display of selfishness 
destroyed a dream The Janata party 
diti not collapse when Charan Singh 
left to form another government (in 
tact, if It had any credibility left, the 
‘ betrayal" of Charan Singh would 
have only made the Jlinata paity stron 
ger, not weaker), it collapsed when 
pettiness and arrogance took prece 
dence over the fairly simple pnncmles 
)P had outlined for the survival of the 
party and the government 

How ironically apt that the book 
should be dedicated to the memory of 

i aya Prakash Narayan But then JP 
oth created and destroyed, through a 
last minute failure of nerve, the Jana* 


ta government The Janata govern 
ment’s fate was sealed when JP, along 
with Atharya Kripalani, decided to 
make Morarji Desai the Fust Janata 
PM This was a pay off* for the stub 
born man who lost the Congress civil 
war of 1969—not the logical culmina 
tion of a movement which was fuelled 
by a youth force demanding a change 
of not merely government but also a 
change of direction It is even more 
ironic, and equally more revealing, 
that the three old men MorJ'rji Desai, 
Chat an Singh and lagiivan Ram, had 
only two things in common love for 
power and contempt bordering on 
hate foi IP In then piivate conversa 
turns all three openly expiessed their 
contempt, though ot course not one of 
them (not even the “fearless” Morarji) 
had the guts to say this m public 
(Then tepid expiessions of official 
regret when JP died said enough about 
what was in their heaits ) I hey consi 
dered JP an abeiiation an accidental 
misfit in the cultuie ot the new politics 
created by the second rung of our 
pre independence leadeis who took 
ovei after Patel Kidwai, Pant, Kaiago 
palachan, Azad Nehru all succumbed 
to the demands of agt The reason for 
their dislike was obvious JP belonged 
to the same generation as they, but by 
his very presence showed up the rest 
of his generation to be the power 
seeking pygmies they were 

Well, It was easy enough to be 
ciifical of the Janata when it was in 
powei, they weren t ever threatening 
to send any lournalist to |ail It was 
easier still—indeed, even recom 
mended—to be critical of Mrs Gandhi 
then But Arun Shourie's honesty has 
glowed brightly enough even after Mrs 
Indira Gandhi came to power When 
some lournalists had begun falling 
over each other to write editorials, 
within a week of Mrs Gandhi’s return, 
which said that all had once again 
begun functioning like clockwork, 
Arun Shoune preferred to remain true 
to himself and his profession 
There is on^ reservation, though 
More happened during the JanoTa 
raj indeed much more is happening 
now, than simply the exploitation ot 
institutions There were Belchi and 
Jamshedpur et al then, there is Para- 
sbigha, Kafalta, Moradabad et al now 
Shoune has rarely used his substantial 
talents to explore this side of the 
stocy—the tragedies of human cruelty, 
specific cases of either class or institu 
tional oppression which lead to death 
and devastation He has devoted his 
time and attention h) ideas, institu¬ 
tions, laws, mechanisms, and of course 
the cotene of the powerful Necessary 
of course, since no one else seems to 
be doing this vital bit of journahsm 
But an expansion of the scope ol* 
enquiry would add the one dimension 
that seems to be missing from the body 
of Shoune’s work 

M. J. AKBAR 
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Flora Fountain ^ 
the heart of beautiful Bd 

From the great dty of Bomb 
comes Bombay Faints. 

Bombay Faints, 
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Iraq ano iran re 


HE battle Iraq is fighting, 
President Saddam Hus¬ 
sein has told his people, is 
against the Persians By 
describing the neighbour¬ 
ing Iranians thus, the Iraqi leader is 
d^iberately recalling the long history 
of Arab-Persran rivalry that dates back 
to the days when Iraq was part of the 
Sassanian empire This period of 
oppressive Persian rule was ended 
when the imperial army was defeated 
at the battle of Qadisiya in AD 637 by 
tribesmen sweeping out of Arabia 

In April, (this year), after an 
attempt on the life of his friend and 
vice-premier, Mr Tariq Aziz allegedly, 
and probably, carried out with Iranian 
help, Mr Saddam Hussein vowed that 
Iraq would fight to regain Iraqi terri¬ 
tory held by Iran and cited the battle 
of Qadisiya as a historical precedent 
That war against the Persians had a 
racial and religious basis Semitic Miis- 
lim Arabs wete pitted against Aryan 
Zoroastrian Persians Today a semiric 
secular (though still Sunni Muslim) 
Iraqi regime has challenged an Aryan 
fundamentalist Shia Muslim Iranian 
regime 

For the rulers in Baghdad, Sunni in 
faith and socialist Baathist in politics, 
the breaking of the power of Teheran’s 
religious rulers is a golden goal From 
the earliest days of Iran’s revolution, 
Ayatollah Khomeini has sought to ex¬ 
port it by stirring up dissidence among 
Shias elesewhere With 6S“o of Iraq’s 
population belonging to the Shia faith, 
this was something no Iraqi ruler could 
bear 

The 1975 treaty between Iran and 
Iraq, signed by the Shah and Mr Sad¬ 
dam Hussein, then Iraq’s vice- 
president, in Algiers, and ratified a 
year later, ended a 14-year period of 
dangerously strained relations be- 
tweeen the two countries Since 1961 
Iraq's Kurdish provinces had been in 
revolt and the Kurds’ Pesh Merga 
gueri ilia army got invaluable back-up 
support from the Iranians across the 
frontier The Kurdish revolt threatned 
the unity of the Iraqi slate, its suppres’ 
sion was using the resources that Iraq 
urgently needed for its development 
Eventuallv. Iraq’s rulers decided to 
end It, even at the cost of Iraqi pride 

The Algiers treaty committed the 
Shah to stop supporting Iraq’s Kurds* 
in return Mr Saddam Hussein made 
concessions to Iran over disputed bor¬ 
der areas and the control of the Shatt- 
ad-Arab waterway The Kurdish rebel¬ 
lion, unable to continue without Ira 
nian support collapsed and within a 
year the Iraqi army had regained con¬ 
trol of the Kurdish redoubt 
.The cost of the treaty to Iraq was 
not heavy. In 1937, when Iraq was 
under Bntish control, a border treaty 
with Iran had set the Iraot border at 
the low-water mark on the Iranian side 
of the Shatt-al-Arab except opposite 
Abadan and Khorramshahr, where it 
Bv arrangement with The Economist 


was in mid-channel. Iran denounced 
the 1937 treaty, accusing Iraq of violat¬ 
ing Its provisions The 1975 treaty set 
the border in mid channel—an 
eminently fair arrangement—and 
gave Iran, apparently subject to a 
commission report, some 200 square 
miles of border.area to the north. It 
was this treaty that President Saddam 
Hussein abrogated on 17 September. 

Getting that border area back, and 
regaining control of the whole of 
Shatt-al-Arab are the least of Mr Sad¬ 
dam Hussein’s ambitions He has his 
eyes on the Gulf islands of Abu Musa 
and the Tumbs (formerly part of two 
Arab* states now members of the Un¬ 
ited Arab Emirates), which were occu¬ 
pied by iran on Britain’s withdrawal 
from the Gulf in 1971. The Iraqis were 
deeply angered by this further evi¬ 
dence that the Shah saw himself as the 
new guardian, of the Gulf, and they 
broke off diplomatic relations with 
both Iran and Bntain in impotent 
protest 

Beyond that, the Iraqis seek to 
force Iran’s rulers to grant a measure 
of autonomy to the Arabs in 
Khuzestan. This would be a mortal 
blow to the unity of the Iranian sfate. 
But Iraq, barely less than Iran, is 
divided along ethnic and sectarian 
lines If Iran’s unity is threatned, so 
too could be Iraq’s 

I raq’s bid to settle this long score 
with Iran erupted suddenly, chang¬ 
ing from border.skirmishes in a dis¬ 
puted but relatively unimportant area 
to an armoured assault intp Iran’s vital 
oil country The determination to 


humiliate the Iranian regime is plain; 
Iraq’s fruther ambitions are still un¬ 
clear By midweek Iraq’s main thrust 
had been carried to the outskirts of 
the refinery complex at Abadan and 
the oil port of lUorramshahr. 

Clashes along the Iraqi-Iranian bor¬ 
der, peaceful since the Algiers agree¬ 
ment in 1975, started again in January 
(this year) In early September the 
fighting intensified. The tnuernnay 
have been an Iranian attack on the 
border villages of Kbanaqin and Zur- 
batiyah on 4 Semptember Piecing 
together the reports from both sides, 
and making wide allowance for prop¬ 
aganda, one gets the following picture 
of subsequent events 

Grouhd fighting began in earnest 
around 12 September; by the 20th Iraq 
had captured a chunk of the disputed 
territory in Kermanshah province 
Both sides used aircraft in support of 
their ground forces At the week’s end, 
on 19-20 September, a fight took place 
between naval patrol boats in the 
Shatt-al-Arab. Iran bombed an Iraqi 
naval base. 


Iraqi troops continued to attack, 
their main drive now in the south, 
directed at Khorramshahr and Aba¬ 
dan On Monday (29 Semptember) 
Iraqi jets bombed several Iranian air¬ 
fields including Teheran’s, and struck 
the Abadan refinery, leavmg it in 
flames and probably out of commis¬ 
sion. The next day Iranian Phantoms 
bombed Baghdad; at least five of them 
were shot down 

Iraq continued to press forward a 
three-pronged attack; two prongs to- 
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woras towns in tne oispuieo ooroer 
area west of Kermanshah, the third 
towards Abadan. By lliursday <2 Octo¬ 
ber) it claimed that it had occupied 
about'half the disputed territory and 
had surrounded Abadan. Iran was 
clearly getting the worst of the ^ound 
fighting, but continued to send its jets 
deep into Iraq, attacking both Bagh¬ 
dad and the .oilfields at Kirkuk and 
Mosul. Its navy and air force bom¬ 
barded an Iraqi petrochemical plant 
near Basra and the oil terminal at Fao. 
Iraqi aircraft continued to attack Ira¬ 
nian airfield, as well as Khorramshahr, 
Abadan, Kharg Island and the pet¬ 
rochemical complex at Bandar-e- 
Shahpur. 

So far as the west is concerned, the 
war IS being fought in a cloud of 
unknowing about both the strength 
and the efectiveness of the com¬ 
batants 

On the ground, matters may be 
even more serious for Iran. Its army’s 
main striking force is a fleet of British 
Chieftain tanks, backed up by some 
older American M-60s and M-48s The 
Chieftain is as good a tank as any that 
Iraq possesses, but has an engine that 
can be kept going only with meticulous 
maintenance Now that the spares 
have stopped coming it is unlikely that 
Iran’s tank force could last for more 
than a few days of hard fighting 

Iran’s purges did not hit the navy as 
hard as the army and air force, and 
most of its powerful feet is still in 
operation. One danger is that Iran, in 
desperate straits elsewhere, might use 
Its navy to counter attack indirectly by 
closing the Gulf at its narrowest point, 
the Strait of Hormuz The ships could 
remain out of reach of Iraqi air power 
while attempting to apply internation¬ 
al presure to Iraq via nervous oil 
customers Iran could muster enough 


FIGHTING POWER 


IRAQ isnuini IRAN 


200,000 


1,000 \amai 


warships to keep at least one on sta¬ 
tion in the strait. But it would have to 
be willing to shoot if a bold skipper 
decided not to stop when ordered to. 
the Iranian forces could probably have 
got the measure of Iraq’s in a few days. 
Although neither had had much com¬ 
bat experience, and had not shone in 
the little they did have, Iran’s forces 
were larger and better equipped. 

The old numbers mean nothing 
now Iran’s forces have been purged of 
many of their senior commanders and 
diluted by untrained revolutionaries. 
Even more important the supply of 
spare parts and maintenance support 
for almost ail the Iranian equipment 
has been cut off by America and 
Britain. Iraq has continued to get new 
weapons and supplies from Russia 
though how much and how recently is 
unclear The question is how lon^ Iran 
can continue to operate its debilitated 
military machine 

It has plainly managed to keep 
some of its Phantom and F-5E fighter 
bombers flying (although all its adv¬ 
anced F-14 Tomcat interceptors are 

§ rounded) However, as combat losses 
uild up and irreplaceable parts wear 
out, the numbers of flyable aircraft 
could drop rapidly. 


The Cost 


appiest victim of the first 
few days of the Iran-lraq 
war IS probably the 
Japanese trading giant 
■—.I .. , (Mitsui Stuck with the 
lion’s share of the nearly completed 
$3.2 billion chemical complex at Ban¬ 
dar Khomeini, endlessly delayed since 
the eponymous Ayatollah took over 
Mitsui must have breathed a hidden 
sigh of relief when Iraqi aircraft 
bombed the plant on Wednesday. 

The Japanese government has 
guaranteed SO^o of the cost of the 
plant to encourage its companies to 
keep construction going, in order to 
foster good relations with an impor¬ 
tant if erratic oil supplier. If the war 
destroys the plant, tne private sector 
partners will simply cash in the 
guarantees and happily write off 10% 
of the plant’s costs—roughly the 
amount in interest payments they 


were having to ante up each year the 
plant was delayed by Iranian procras¬ 
tination. 

So far the war might have been 
sponsored by the international process 
plant contractors, as both Iraq and 
Iran have concentrated on bombing 
the other country’s expensively ac¬ 
quired hardware If Iraq and Iran 
suffer serious damage, companies will 
be needed to rebuild their fancier 
heaps of rubble. But if the two coun¬ 
tries inflict more lasting damage on 
one another, their principal western 
trading partners may start to suffer as 
contracts are cancelled. 

Although the arithmetic on oil sup¬ 
plies is not too worrying for the mo¬ 
ment, a few customers may run into 
specific shortages of products Third- 
world customers of Iraq’s heavily di¬ 
versifying state oil company might 
find It difficult to pick up the quantity 
and quality of crude their refineries 
need. If the Iranian refinery at Abadan 
IS indeed damaged, as reports at mid¬ 
week suggested. Far East supplies of 
heavy fuel oil might be sharply cut' 

Japan and Singapore are already 
short of fuel oil, ana prices there are 
rising. One major oil company has 


removed its $5 a tonne discount on 
fuel oil Spot prices on the Rotterdam 
market have increased by $2 a 
tonne to $165-167 These Far East gaps 
could lead to shortages elsewhere as 
traders rush to meet the shortage at 
higher prices. 

The war has already increased oil 
tanker rates Freight rates for super¬ 
tankers (250,000 deadweight tons and 
up) on trips between the Gulf and 
Europe or America started rising last 
month. At the start of August they 
were $6 a tonne, but now ihev are $10 
a ton Fears of more than a skirmish in 
the Gulf helped to explain why tanker 
chartering and oil liftings were higher 
than usual this summer 

If the Strait of Hormuz is shut to 
shipping, rates will plummet Without 
oil from the Gulf, there is nowhere for 
all those ships to go, except to join 
many of their kind in idleness About 
2,500 oil tankers (and another 2,500 
general cargo ships) sailed to the Gulf 
oil ports through the Strait of Hormuz 
in the first halt of this year, according 
to Lloyd’s Shipping Economist. 
Insurance rates for ships and cargoes 
sailing in and out of the Gulf rose 
quite sharpiv 
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Orissa’s worst 
communal riots 

The target, for the first time in India, is Marwaris 


Bhubaneswar: The instruction went 
out from Bhubaneswar over the tele¬ 
phone to Siirya Bohidar, a student of 
G M College of Sambalpur town. 
“Organise funds for flood relief ” Bohi¬ 
dar, an activist of Biju Patnaik’s Lok 
Dal collected a few friends on 21 
September and set out for the Khetra- 
ipur area where the bulk of the town’s 
marw.in traders are concentrated The 
traders refused to give any contribu¬ 
tion for flood relief saying they had 
already contributed enough An 
altercation between Bohidar and a 
local trader, Maniraj Jagiram fol¬ 
lowed Bohidar would not take “no” 
for an answer In a stupid display of 
irritation, the traders asked their 
labourers to beat up Bohidar, some 
students belonging to an organisation 
called the Young Blood Association 
joined m against Bohidar With a frac¬ 
tured leg and deep injuries on the 
body, Bohidar was admitted to the 
hospital That was the spark which lit 
the communal fire All over the west¬ 
ern districts of Orissa, the local people 
have resented the money-power of the 
marwaris, their clout and prosperity 
There was already anger and envy, 
and with the kind of spark that the 21 
September incident provided, an ex¬ 
plosion was inevitable Orissa’s stu¬ 
dents launched a movement against 
the marwaris The irony of it is that 
Bohidar was never very popular with 
the students, he was generally dismis¬ 


sed as a tough. But the beating he got 
from the traders made hun an instant 
hero It became a challenge to Orissa’s 
students. Two truck-loads of G. M. 
College students armed with stones 
and lathis went to Khetrajpur on 21 
September, broke through a police 
cordon, started peltmg stones at the 
shops, houses and parked vehicles, 
and beat up a number of marwaris. At 
around 4 15 pm when the students had 
worked themselves up to a frensy the 
police finally fired a couple of rounds 
in the air. As the students were re¬ 
treating, the traders and their muscle¬ 
men retaliated. In the skirmish, 42 
students were hurt and taken to hos¬ 
pital The police just stood by and 
watched the students being beaten up. 
Not a single person was arrested. 

The next afternoon, the local stu¬ 
dents took out a procession. They 
stoned the town police station, and 
attacked' a vehicle near G. M. Col¬ 
lege injuring its lone passenger. From 
inside the campus, students pelted 
stones at a posse of policemen trying 
to put a jeep belonging to a marwan 
trader back on its wheels; the students 
had overturned the jeep earlier. 

A magistrate present at the spot 
promulgated prohibitory orders under 
section 144 Cr P. C. When this failed 
to check the violence, he ordered 
teargas shells to be lobbed into the 
campus, around 6.45 pm. By then one 
platoon of policemen had arrived as 


reinforcement, but, the police were 
still unable to ccynbat an almost unin¬ 
terrupted shower of brickbats from 
the campus. More policemen were 
summon^. With them came the addi¬ 
tional district magistrate. A lathi 
charge was ordered. It was only by 
9.30 pm that peace returned after the 
police finally stormed into the campus 
and arrested 36 students. The four- 
hour battle accounted for 40 injured— 
22 of them policemen including two 
sub-inspectors and one inspector. 

In the next few days rioting spread 
to other neighbouring towns and dis¬ 
tricts. The target was obvious: the 
marwaris. For weeks, hundreds of stu¬ 
dents swarmed through Orissa's 
streets venting then anger. The price 
rise too played a part m fomenting 
anger. “Jinish patrer daam kaam karo 
(Halt the pnce hike)l” “Kalabatarinku 
fansi diaw (Hang the blackmar- 
keteers).” Slogans were against the 
marwari traders, who, as in so many 
places, control vital sections of the 
economy. Crowds of students clashed 
with police; and burnt and looted 
houses and shops of numerous mar- 
waris at different places. The marwar¬ 
is also retaliated wherever they could, 
but most of them were seized by panic; 
many fled to Raipur and other cities in 
the adjoining state of Madhya 
Pradesh. 

Following' the violence, the state 
government sent in heavy police rein-, 
foicement to Sambalpur town. The* 
students simply fanned out to the 
other parts of the district to keep their 
agitation alive. Processions were 
taken out in Jharsuguda, Baragarh, 
Burla, Godabhaga, Badarama, Barapa- 
li, Padampur, Rairakhol and other 
places. Even schoolboys and girls 
came out on the streets. At Godabhaga 
five marwari shops were looted and 27 
persons, including four persons, were 
arrested; at Barapali, on the other 
hand; seven marwari shopkeepers 
were arrested Communal clashes took 


! The effects 

Trade has virtually come to a 
standstill in the western belt of Oris¬ 
sa Transport agencies refuse to send 
their vehicles to the riot-affected dis¬ 
tricts despite the Orissa government’s 
assurance of police protection Mus¬ 
tard oil is selling at Rs 26 per kg in 
Bolangir district. According to Kul- 
bhushan Gupta, president of Bolangir 
District Traders’ Association, the loss 
due to loot aijd arson in the district 
amounts to roughly Rs ten crores In 
Bolanur town itself 1,150 tms of edi¬ 
ble oil were burnt in just one godown. 
Even, in areas where oommunal riots 
have not occurred, trade has been 
abandoned by businessmen who fear 
an outbreak of violence. Traders’ 
associations of Raipur, Bombay and 
Calcutta have expressed their con¬ 
cern and demand protection to the 
marwaris. The Bharatiya Janata Party 
has Mnt two MPs to On^ to protect 
the interests of the marwari com¬ 
munity. 





place at numerous spots. Soon the 
violence had spilled over to the net^* 
bounng distncu of Sunderurh, Phul- 
bani and Ohenkanal as students went 
on strike and held protest marches. 
Bolangir town saw the worst rioting. 

On 24 September a group of Sam- 
balpur students arrived in Bolangir to 
plead with the local students to join 
them in a common' cause. But the 
Bolangir students ware pre-occupied 
with the union election then, they 
neither had the nme nor inclination to 
go on strike or hoM demonstrations 
immediately The union elections got 
over on Friday, 26 September The 
exhausted students relaxed during a 
quiet Saturday On Sunday 27 Septem 
ber things started to happen At 
around 10 am the newly elected presi 
dent of the local Rajendra College, 
Ratan Maharana, a Congreess (1) activ 
ist, brought out a procession of some 
300 students shouting slogans against 
the marwans Trailing the procession 
were the distnct maustrate, the SP 
and an officer of the local police 
station (all of whom had joined their 
posts,only a month ago) backed by a 
Lontingent of policemen The students 
had assured the authorities that there 
would be no violence or vandalism 
The procession was peaceful enough 
However, at around 11 am when the 
procession dispersed, scattered groups 
went on a rampage Sheer lawlessness 
ruled for six hours and a hopelessly 
inadequate police force could do no 
thing about it till reinforcements of 
the Madhya Pradesh police and CRP 
arrived Official reports say that dur 
ing this period 30 shops and 10 houses 
were looted and a number of trucks 
and minibuses were set on fire Things 
calmed down after a 24 hour curfew 
had been clamped down, and 31 per 
sons, mostly students, had been 
arrested 

At about the same tune, groups of 
students were looting shops and burn 
mg houses at Binka, another town in 
Bolangir district The police fired 11 
rounds, killing a pan shop owner, 
Sndhar Bena (24), while he was run 
ning away At least 30 more were 
injured It was the same story at 
Sonepur, Patnagarh, Titlagarh, Kan 
tabhanji, Duguripalli, Birmaharpur, 
and Tarva Curfew had to be clamped 
at Titlagarh Worse, from the towns, 
violence travelled to the villages At 
Loisingh village, two rice mills owned 
by marwans were set on fire and 14 
shops were looted At Jharbhand vil 
lage, a school teacher asked his stu 
dents to raid marwan shops When the 
police came all the students, which 
included quite a number of girls, 
wanted to be arrested The police, 
however, arrested the boys only 

From Bolangir, violence crossed the 
district borders to Bhawanipatna in 
Kanargarh and Khanar Road in Kala- 
handi distnct At Bhawanipatna, a 
garage was set on fire and several 
shops were looted. The police started 
«a4BtemiM««et^te^ te«ov«^ of 
looted arti^ ^ kdhii gave itp 4& 
they found some of the looted property 



at “embarrassing places” Embarras 
sing both to the police and the ruling 
Congress (I) party 

It was politics that really escalated 
the communal war—the worst of its 
kind in Orissa’s history, and in a way 
novel too, because never before have 
marwans been the victims of commun 
at frenzy anywhere in the country 
There is enough evidence to conclude 
that the marwans refused donations to 
Bohidar in Sambalpur because the 
leading member of the community, O 
P Agarwal, was the district secretary 
of the Congress (I) and Bohidar be 
longed to the Lok Dal The flood; in 
Orissa had already washed away some 
of the populanty of the Congress (I) 
government (see Sunday, 28 Septem 
ber) and no Congress (I) activist could 
possibly be expected to indirectly help 
the opposition by contnbuting to its 
flood relief dnve 

As violence raged in Sambalpur, 
people began believing that the ruling 
Congress H) was supponing the mar 
waris The Congress (I) was in a fix 
esjieciaily, because soon chief minister 
J B Patnaik would be fighting an 
election to get a seat in the Assembly 
and retain his job So the Congress (1) 
activists, just to counter the accusa 
tion that they were pro marwans, now 
took the leading part in the students’ 
demonstrations in Bolangir They went 
out of their way to be even more 
militant against marwans than the 
supporters of nval political parties 
And, as if to leave nothmg to imagina 
tion, the Congress fl) student leaders 
of Bolangir sent sarees, bangles and 
kumkum to Sambalpur students with a 
cryptic note calling the latter match- 
chtas (effeminate) The message was 
’We in Bolangir can attack the marwar 
IS better ’ The marwans, who are no 
saints either, caught between political 
crossfire, suffered None of the politic¬ 
al parties really want them to leave 
Orissa, though overenthusiastic agita 
tors have wnt stray notices to some 
marwans, asking them to leave the 
state. But it will take a long tune to 
restore cw^ideiice atnoag Orissa's 
ihanvaris. 

Swamp Jena 


BEUSiON 

Yesudas barred 
from Guruvayoor 

Cochin; “God is neither Hindu nor 
Muslim nor Chri.stian,” sang the noted 
playback singer Yesudas sometime 
back But his ideas, alas, are not 
shared by the Guruvayoor temple au 
thonties The temple authorities have 
debarred him from entering the sane 
turn sanctorum Yesudas, (it literally 
means servant of Jesus) has for a long 
time been known for his coldness 
towards Christianity and his deep 
faith in Hindu saints, especially Swami 
Ayyappan of Sabanmala Although, 
Yesudas has not given any reasons for 
his love and respect for the Hindu 
swami, It IS generally believed that his 
son was born after years of prayer to 
the saint of Sabanmala 

Meanwhile, Yesudas wrote to the 
Guruvayoor temple authonties to per¬ 
mit him to enter the hallowed portals 
The authonties are reluctant Conse¬ 
quently, the issue became the subject 
of public debates Hindu philosophers 
and prominent personalities partici¬ 
pated in two debates—one, sponsored 
by the Indian Express and the other by 
the KeraJa Kaumudi Most speakers 
felt that the temple authorities should 
rid themselves of their hypocritical 
attitudes and allow all believers to 
enter the temple The sanctity of the 
temple would not be violated by the 
presence of those not born Hindus In 
the debate Abhedananda Swami said 
that Yesudas was a true believer in 
Hinduism and should be allowed to 
enter the temple Political commenta 
tor, Narayana Pillai, said that since 
non-believing Hindus could enter tern 
pies there was no reason why a believ 
er should be debarred from doing so 
While the Guruvayoor temple au¬ 
thorities have written to the 'Travan 
core Devasom Board for advice and a 
^al (kKrision* the fact remains that 
Yesudas will be k^ waiting 

Binoo K. John 
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Gundu Rao’s 
faithful censor 
the press 

Bangalore: 22 September, 1980 9.45 
pm The curtain went up on Costa- 
Gavfa,s’ explosive film ’’Z” and, a 
Stone’s throw away, the shutters went 
down on four major newspaper offices 
in Bangalore city By some bizarre 
Loincidence, and almost as if it had 
derived its inspiration from the film, 
an identical drama unfolded itself on 
the second and night shift staff of 
Indian Express, Deccan Herald, Kan¬ 
nada Prahha and Prajavani However, 
whereas the film lasted two and a half 
hours, the ordeal of the stunned press¬ 
men was to end 12 anxious hours later. 
Youth Congress “workers” had literal¬ 
ly laid a siege around the offices of 
these papers for being critical of the 
government 

It was only through the interven¬ 
tion of Governor Govind Narain, that 
the siege of the offices by Youth 
Congress!I) workers ended. The gates 
swung open at 8 15 am on 23 Septem¬ 
ber to release newspaper vans and 700 
employees The siege was directly 

f irompted by a rousing call at Manga- 
ore that morning by the Youth Con- 
gressfD’s ‘beloved” chief minister R. 
Gundu Rao who roared “A day will 
tome when the Congress(I) workers 
would gherao tho.se who are circulat¬ 
ing false news in the country I am 
prepared to lead them ” The CM’s 
diatribe against the press had, in turn, 
resulted from press reports that chap- 
pah had been thrown at a public 
meeting he addressed in Gadag (Dhar- 
war district. North Karnataka) two 
days earlier The CM had some reasons 
for being upset. After all, the state had 
spent Rs 9,000 on a handful of journal¬ 
ists (half of them teetotalers) who 
were covering the CM’s Dharwar visit 
Obviously, they were expected to file 
complimentary reports When they did 
not and four major newspapers of 
Bangalore carried the chappal- 
throwing incident prominently, Gundu 
Rao turned furious The irony of it is 
that after all the show of innocence 
and protestations against ‘pernicious’ 
attempts of the Fourth Estate to 
malign the CM, it was proved beyond 
any doubt that the chappals were 
indeed thrown. The confirmation came 
from a DIG of the intelligence branch 
D R Karthikeyan in a meeting be¬ 
tween the CM and the representatives 
of four aggrieved newspapers follow¬ 
ing the siege And, Karthikeyan was 
present at the Gadag meeting. 

Throughout the siege the police 
stood by and watched, while the hos¬ 
tages frantically appealed for help and 
protection against the Youth Congres- 
s(I) goons. Phonogram complaints to 
the IGP G. V. Rao and the pohce 
commissioner B. N. Garudachar went 
unheeded. “You can speak to the 



Congressd) demonsuators in Bangalore 

police commissioner; he is the nght 
iian to deal with your worries. I have 
nothing to do with it.” That was the 
IGP. The police commissioner went on 
assuring action “within fifteen mi¬ 
nutes” from 9.30 pm to 2 am and 
finally took the telephone receiver off 
the hook. 

Something smelt very foul in this 
situation. This seemed even more ob¬ 
vious when one recalled the changing 
attitude of Mr Yeshvantgol, DCP Law 
and Order (East) when he first con¬ 
fronted the goondas before the Indian 


- 

to shrug their shoulders and then. M 
melted away into the night. 
while appeals were made to other 
authorities, from the Chief Secieta^ 
downwards. They fell on equally deaf, | 
ears The winners of the night were.^^i 
undoubtedly, the exuberant and li* ’ \ 
quor-flush’ed vouths whose enthusiasm...^ 
was constantly being fed by behind- i'*! 
the-scene leaders like NSUI(I) presi-' ’ 
dent Hariprasad, Bangalore Develop* 
ment Authority member Shafiullah,; | 
and Karnataka’s maverick Rajya 
Sabha member, F M. Khan. Whan ‘.t 


Express and later before the Deccan contacted at his residence Mr Khan * 


Herald. At his first stop he behaved 
like a conscientious law enforcement 
officer—warning the crowd of impend¬ 
ing arrests if they did not disperse 
“within 15 minutes.” At the second 
stop it was a diametncallv opposite 
“I-don’t-want'to-have-anything-to-do- 
with-this-situation” and “my-hands- 
are-tied” attitude. Obviously the stand 
of his immediate superior had been 
conveyed to him during his two km 
hop from one office to the other. 

He stood in front of the gates, 
(locked and chained by the Youth 
Congress(I) hooligans) with his Banga¬ 
lore (West) counterpart, H T Sang- 
liana (of Chickmagalur by-election 
fame). They had a short chat, seemed 


told a reporter: “Garam chai pee kesp 
jao.” (take a cup of tea and go to ' 
sleep). With liquor, boiled egu and ? 
bedding to back their vulgar msplay, 
the youths shouted obscenities at the 
stunned pressmen throughout the !: 
night. 

Why was this blatant display Of 
goondaism allowed? Why were no < 
arrests made? Why was a drunken mob , 
of 400 allowed to deprive the public of 
their right to receive news and to hold ^ 
to ransom the freedom of the press?. h: 
Certainly it could not be said that no 
arrests were made because this was a 
“peaceful demonstration.” The foul- 
mouthed, drunken youths were armed ! 
to the teeth with cycle chains, khuktis 1 








(small daggers) kerosene and petrol 
tans “We acted m a convenient man 
' Qer,“ said a defiant Garudachar when 
posed with these questions at his 
weekly press conference on 24 
September which was attended by 
around 50 pressmen wearing black 
armbands But he volunteered no 
answer when the reporters parried 
“Convenient to whom’” Instead, the 
obviously complacent law enforce 
ment chief shot back “Go to court if 
you have a grievance against us ” At 
this open display of arrogance the 
newsmen staged a protest walkout As 
they filed out, one pressman remarked 
to another “What do you expect from 
a man Whose spine has warped with 
the effort of bending to politicians 
over the yeais ” 

On 24 September 3.000 press work 
ers and sympathetic factory workers 
marched to the Raj Bhavan, in pouring 
ram, to present a memorandum to the 
Governor Ihe memorandum called 
for action against police negligence to 
protect pressmen when thev were 
undei siege by Youth Congressfl) 
workers on 22 September Following 
this protest, Youth Congress(I) work 
ers led by the state president K F 
George marched past the newspaper 
offices, hurled stones and shouted slo 
gans once again When they met the 
Governor to present him the memoran 
dum, Mr Govind Narain is understood 
to have taken a firm stand against 
hooliganism of any kind “If you don’t 
behave properly, I as the constitution 
al head of the state, can call the army 
to maintain law and order,” he is 
supposed to have said 

Coincidentallv, and one is not sug 
gesting that it was deliberate, Costa 
Gavras' scathing indictment of police 
turning a blind eye to the machina 
tions of politicians, went off the cine 
ma circuit the next day 
Louise Fernandes 
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India turns 
to the USA 

New Delhi Is India on the threshold of 
acquiring American arms for the first 
time since the USA imposed an embar 
go in the wake of the Pakistani aggres 
Sion in 1965’ The recent exchange of 
visits between top defence ministry 
officials of the two countries seems to 
indicate that the Americans may, at 
last agree to sell arms to India It 
would be a major change (for the 
better) in Indo US relations if this deal 
came through The bitterness of 1965 
may finally be erased India had re 
ceived a rude jolt in 1965, when, after 
agreeing to supply certain strategic 
stores to this country, the USA sudden 
ly clamped the embargo A delegation 
of Indian defence production experts 
which was touring the American arsen 
als in order to enter into a production 
tie up found itself stranded in a hostile 
country after the 1965 war broke out 
The Indian delegation was banned by 
the Johnson administration from visit 
mg the arsenals and had to return 
emptvhanded 

In view of such a past, the very fact 
that defence secretary K P A Menon 
has gone on a “goodwill mission” to 
the USA and Canada, accompanied by 
two senior army and air force officers, 
within ten days of a visit to this 
country by the US under secretary for 
defence, Robert Komer, is significant 
The visit by Mr Menon, in fact, is the 
culmination of a move to buy some 
sophisticated American arms which 
was initialed by Mr C Subramaniam 
as the defence minister in the Charan 
Singh government last year Our gov 
ernment has been evaluating the va 
nous medium artillery guns and anti 


tank missiles available m the interna* 
tional market for the past one year 
and the American 155 mm M198 howit¬ 
zer and the TOW (tube launched, opti 
cally tracked and wire guided) mis 
siles have been found to be tho most 
suitable in the comparltive evalu ition 

The M198 howitzer has been chosen 
in face of stiff competition from the 
French GCT SP howitzer, the Belgian 
CC 45 gun howitzer, the Swedish 
Bofors field howitzer and the Soviet D 
20 gun howitzer Of these, the Soviet 
howitzer lost the battle in the first 
round because it has a 152 mm gun as 
compared to the 155 mm guir of the 
others The American howitzer is the 
lightest among the 155 mm medium 
being considered by India Moreover, 
It also has the longest range The 
projectile weight (the weight of the 
shell fired) of all the guns is more or 
less the same around 43 kg, but the 
M198, with a weight of 6 920 kg, is the 
lightest of them all This is the only 
gun in Its 1 ange which weighs less than 
seven tons and fires projectiles 
weighing 43 kg In terms of range too, 
with a firing capability upto 30 kms, it 
beats the otheis hollow The Swedish 
gun can tire up to a range of 22 kms 
the French up to 23 5 kms, the Belgian 
up to 30 kms (with certain modihca 
tions which will make the gun much 
heavier than the shoit range versions) 
and the British West German Italian 
gun has a normal range of 24 kms and 
can be modified (again making it 
heavier) to fire up to 30 kins Accord 
ing to a defence analyst the M198 has 
been favoured by the Indian army 
because it gives a larger range with a 
lesser weight 

The Ml98 will not replace any gun 
currently used by the Indian army, nor 
will It be a mountain gun, as reported 
in a section of the press It will be a 
medium gun which will augment the 
long distance firepower of the artil 
lery, which at present is dependent on 
the Soviet 130 mm guns besides the 
Indian manufactured 105 mm gun, 
which IS also recognised as the “Indian 
field gun” by Jane’s Wedpons Syitems 
—a recognition of the ability of this 
country to produce its own heavy artil 
lery Apart from these, the army uses 
the 75 mm Pack howitzers developed 
in India after amalgamating some fore 
ign designs The 75 mm howitzers are 
portable and can be dismantled and 
loaded on to pomes for transportation 
in the mountains where it is used 
Jane's recognises this gun too as an 
Indian product and says that India is 
trying to replace the 75 mm gun with a 
90 mm one for its mountain guns The 
pity IS that while details about this 
country’s defence prodtiction capabili¬ 
ties are freely available in foreign 
books, the defence ministry fights shy 
to inform the countrymen about these 
proud achievements 

In the case of anti-tank missiles, the. 
main competition has been between 
the TOW missiles system and the 
French MILAN (Missile d’Infantene 
Leger Antichar) missile system The 
TOW 1 $ priced lower and has a longer 


Qurbani and Burning train for Rs 100 


Calcutta- Oime Bengal’s great Pujas, 
and the drums beat the microphones 
blare out special Puja numbers and 
Hindi film songs and everyone wears 
new clothes and happy smiles This is 
the season when the whole family 
makes us new purchases Shops re¬ 
main open long hours, and the whole 
trade mars itself fur the great annual 
sale And at the core of the biding 
and selling remains, as usual, the satf, 
the classic wear of the Bengali 
women 

The marketing is unique Sophisti¬ 
cated advertisements on radio televt 
Mon and the print media sell the 
costlier 9 $ris to the affluent* or to the 
middle class which is tgmpied to 
splurge just this one time<of the year, 
fortified by bonus^But Mn^iaa great 
dgmand for U|d>( cheapar- «|rts. 
certain types are given^dkotfc jagtgesi 
This year, the gygat ddingao among 
the auhurbamtes qnd thh widdie and 
Hnear middle clhsa H;fer twd kinds of 
.jiiajyrymKh hare bdan turned QUrtf#/ 
and wratng afeer via 

rheetft films Thesti aini cofourfuf 


synthetic sans which cost no more 
than Rs 13)0 each 

The vounger generation, among 
those who can affoid it, has gone in 
again for printed Bangalore sarii the 
more egwnsise zari-bordered south 
Indian silk, an old favourite, has been 
replaced this year bv the entirely new 
silk TanBatl—siik sans into which the 
traditional Tangail design ts ifiven 
aipng itoMder and the pallav. Since 
they cost Ra 35Q or more, onfjr the 
welMo-do can afford j< Athodg tm$ 
class, the cotton Organza and the 
shaded Silk vans have found a healthy 
maH^ ton. 

thidi year’s colour is mageitia, 
arthtktm maroon>«-an ail>fim« 
favourlM'^tHh Bengaha-^^ still very 
mu^ !M 'mMnd As fdf ft (s 
the more tradlunnal f loramther thap 
the psychedelic nr gernnw^lNittedn) 
,thw ramaitts in fajihlhn Jmme, the 
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range of 3i7$0 meteM «s com- 
parM to me range of o^ 2,($00 
meters of die MILAM. It is aiM at least 
five times speedier than the Pretich 
imssile. Moreover, while the MILAN 
uses a hollow charge as the warhead, 
the TOW has an armour-piercing high- 
explosive charge. So, in the case of 
anti-tank missiles too, the Americans 
have an edge over their nearest com¬ 
petitors in terms of range and a better 
warhhad. Moreover, the TOW is cheap¬ 
er too. 

Unlike in the case of the field guns, 
India has so far not undertaken its own 
designing of anti-tank missiles, though 
there is a missUe manufacturing facil¬ 
ity, the Bharat Dyntmtics Ltd., Hyder¬ 
abad (a public sector unit under the 
defence ministry), which was set up in 
1970 with French collaboration and 
which has been turning out anti-tank 
missiles of French design since 1973. 
The Indian manufactured missile, 
based on the French SS-11 design, is 
not very ipodem, and the necessity for 
buying tmi TOWs arose because the 
needs of modem warfare require more 
sophisticated anti-tank waitare capa¬ 
bility. 

The composition of Mr Menon’s 
delegation does not suggest the possi¬ 
bility of a production tie-up being 
signed alonjg with the purchase deal. 
The vice-chief of kir staff, air martiial 
L. S. Garewal and the deputy cttifiF of 
army staff, Lt Gen H. C. Dutta, have 
accompanied the defence secretly. 
No officer of the defence production 
department—or, more specifically, of 
the Indian Ordnance Factories and the, 
Bharat Dynamics Ltd—has gone in the 
delegation, which shows that the possi¬ 
bility of the USA granting a licence to 
India to produce the howitzer or the 
anti-tank missile is rather low. 

The delegation’s visit to the De 
Havilland aircraft plant in Canada 
does not seem connected vrith defence 
purchases, because the Twin Otter 
aircraft (seating capacity, 20) is knioi^ 
the aircrafts being considered by India 
for the proposed third-level ahrline 
and Mr Menon is in the evaluating 
committee, and perhaps he is using 
this visit to north America to visit the 
De Havilland complex too. The Twin. 
Otters, however, are being used for, 
military reconai«ance and aerial map¬ 
ping by some countries. 

The Kanpur unit of the HinduOtan 
Aeronautics Ltd has been lying idle 
since the production of the A.vtt» was 
discontinued. It may not be a bad idea 
to buy such an aircraft.for the third- 
levd airline which can also be used by 
the air force, and can possibly be 
manufactured by HAL at KaiMpUi;- 

But one question remains: the. 

USA stick to its commitment regard¬ 
ing the ISS mm gun end the .anthfank 
missile in a war between uidm md 
China, or Pakistan ? Moreoyw, if a 
production tfe-u^ is not etndmiged 
along with the purchase deal, kmt . 
Will be the fsi» of the armed Bxtes: 
during k war if the spines erq^^not . 
mada.avaUaUe? But surely our plsm 
- gprs are aifeyg fflese questloi^too,'" 


Cashing In on a belief 


Calcutta: On October 19 or 20, Mus¬ 
lims will sacrifice an animal (general¬ 
ly, a goat) in homage to Allah on the 
occasion of Bakr-Id. Hie market for* 
handsome, well-built goats goes up as 
devout Muslims search for the best,, 
within their means, to offer to God. 
Two enterprising young men, Gyani 
Ram, and his Iwouier, who live in a 
suburb of Calcutta, have found a ve^ 
unusual and imaginative way to dis-^ 
pose of their two 15-month-old goats 
prior to Bakr-ld. The two make a! 
handsome pair, and are much in de¬ 
mand among the local Muslims, and 
the brothers were even offered Rs 
3,(XX) for the pair. But the brothers 
thought up a way in which they could 
earn even more—^without the price 
being too hi^ for any individual. 

. They decided' to conduct a lottery 
for their goats. Tickets were prmted 
and priced at one rupee each, and the 
brothers paraded their goats in the 
moballas, tickets in hand, inviting one 
and all to join the lottery. The local 
'Muslims, most of whom are poor 
labourers from Bihar working in the 
jute mills that dot the banks of the 



Gyani Ram and his goats 


Hooghly river, responded readily. Till 
the moment of vrritmg, the lottery had 
already fetched Rs 5,(XX). Who says 
there is no enterprise in our land? 
And this enterprise has left only a 
trail of goodwill among everyone. 
Tirthankar Ghosh 
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The RAW end 

New Delhi: “We are against the policy 
of carrying our problems to the press,” 
said the vice-president of the Research 
and 'Analysis Wiiw (RAW) union. He 
was referring to the, current agitation 
of the RAW employees who are de¬ 
manding that no one should be 
brought on deputation from other gov¬ 
ernment departments since it ham- 

K red their* chances of promotion. 

ey have other demands too: special* 
pay for security duty and recognition 
of their union. The rumblings which 
had been heard in the Intelligence 
Branch (IB), a sister organisation, 
sometime back has no\% surfaced in 
the country’s espionage department. 

The authorities, however, feel that 
for the effectivd functioning of the 
organisation, it is essential to induct 
people on deputation. The deputation- 
isu are normally experienced hands. 
This 'would not have been possible 
with people from the IB and the direct 
recruits. Besides, they say, the cadre 
rules provide for the presence of de- 
pntationists in the organisation. The 
SHithorities to justify the presence <d 
deputktionists say that there ere com- * 
' pedtive examinations for promotiona 
conducted by the UPSC only fbr the 
departmental candidates. 

According to the authorities die '• 
demand fbr special pay should not be 
given much considerarion. Assis^ts 
. iooklng up confidential riles amf.mp- 
e» at die end of a working day ire not 
( Unique to RAW. The pra<;dce is fol¬ 
lows in most govemmhht depart- 
ffients and there is no reason, argue 
the .quiboritibs, why RAW ^slstants 


should be given special pay for their 
normal duty. Qne of the other causes 
of dissatisfaction is foreign postings 
which depend entirely on (he senior 
officers. 

The dissatisfaction in the ranks of 
the RAW perhaps started in 1969 
when RAW was carved out of the 
Intelligence Branch as it was felt that 
the IB had been burdened widi the 
collection of internal and external in¬ 
telligence. Besides it was felt that the 
country needed a specialised agency 
dealing only with the collection of. 
information relating to foreign intelli¬ 
gence. Initially, only people working 
on the foreign desks of the IB were 
broui^t over to RAW. The organiM- 
tion was given shape with IPS officers 
.and army personnel who were brought 


Long Live vjur Unity ! 

MWISTIRIAl. EMPLOYEIS OF fl6AW 
WITH WHOU HtARTEO SUPPORT FROM 

h 

Cabinet Secretariat (R&AW) 
Associa»«on(Regd.i{ 

Leaflet issued by tho union ' 

over on deputation in senior positions. 
Some people were directly recruited^ 
tb the department as ministerial em¬ 
ployees and junior executives and the. 
practice continues. The direct recruits' 
discovered that those brought on db-j 
putation were being given senlon., 
ranks. Consequently, their chances o(- 
promorion decreased. The problem is,' 
acute in RAW since the department 
^it^ler than most departments- 
A. Special Correspondent 



Checking ^ains at home 
for one wmily, before 
cooking a meal is quite 
simple and may involve 
only one check But just 
compare this to what the 
Fooa Corporation of India 
does FCt checks lakhs of 
tonnes of foodgrains at 
several stages Starting 
from the procurAnent of 
grams in the mandis. 
right through to storing, 
transporting and finally 
distributing to the public 
distribution agencies— 
each check being 
thorough and complete 
The checking of food- 
grains IS made even more 
complex by the fact that 
there are over 4,000 
varieties of rice and over 
45 varieties of wheal 
grown in India Out of 
these, FCl buys about 
700 varieties of rice, 
grouped under three 
major classifications, and 
about 25 varieties of 
wheat Yet in the midst of 
such variety, quality is 
nevei allowed to suffer 
These grajps are continu¬ 
ously scientifically grad¬ 
ed fumigated and 
aerated in storage by 
trained and experienced 
personnel 

In addition, FCI'a 130 
quality testing laborato¬ 
ries spread across the 
country ensure that these 
foodgrains retam their 
essential healthy and 
edible qualities Some¬ 
times you may get grams 
from ration shops which 
may not lave the shme 
you would like. But this 
lustreless look of the 





Ton who check 
yonr rice and dal*-* 

Imagine 

inspecting billions 
of foodgrains. 


grams should not be 
thought of as poor quality 
For the FCI makes sure 
of the edible quality of 
grains, while procurmg 
the various varieties 
grown by the farmers and 
also before distribution. 
FCTs complex operations 
at every stage of the 
maintenance of food- 
grams as also transport, 
storage and related ser¬ 
vices, naturally result in 
a great deal of expendi¬ 
ture Yet despite all this, 
the Corporation issues 
grains to the distributing 
agencies wherever they 
are -in Delhi, Imphal 
or Kanyakumari—at a 
fixed price which is much 
lower than the actual cast 
of the grams Take for 
instance wheat A quintal 
of wheal which costs FCI 
Rs 161 OS IS sold to the 
distributing agencies for 
Rs 130 00 The difference 
of Rs 31 05 IS absorbed 
by the Government, to 
make foodgrains avail¬ 
able to the consumer at a 
fair price In other words, 
the consumer receives 
this Government subsidy 
of Rs 31 OS through the 
Corporatiim For all these 
various operations, what 
IS spent on administrative 
overheads constitutes 



only 1% of the total cost 
FCI carries out every 
stage of these numerous 
activities with the utmost 


Price paid to 

farmer 117 00 

Statutory and 
other charges like 
mandi purchase 
tax. mandt labour, 
cost of gunny 
bags .temporary 
storage,etc on 
which FCI has no 
conlioi. 20.64 

Freight charges 10.24 

Administrative 
overheads 1 71 


economy, in the best 
interest of the both the 
farnjpr and the consumer 


Storage, handlmg, 
godown expences, 
etc S 92 

Interest on loans 5 54 


Total coal incurrad by 
ra 161.0S 

Coal charqad by ICI 
from dialnbutme 
aqanciat 130 00 


CONSUMEB SUBSIDY 31 OS 


FOOD 

CORPORATION 
OF INDIA 


/rt the servtce of tfw neiio/i 
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The estimated Consumer Subsidy on wheat 
in 1980-81 (Per Quintal) 
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A conman’s 
confessions 



Madras: John Theosophilus Williams, 
alias Phillip Prabhakar is no stranger 
to trouble. A career in conning spread 
over three action-filled decades took 
him to a number of places, including 
jails, all over the country. On 18 May 
this year, the long arm of the law 
caught up with Williams once again 
and packed him off to what is virtually 
his second home—the jail. Reason: 
Posing as Phillip Prabhakar, 39-year- 
old IPS officer, and marrying Dolly, a 
pretty Madras schoolteacher. But the 
girl’s brother, a space scientist work¬ 
ing at Thumba, found out that Prabha¬ 
kar was not what he claimed to be and 
alerted the Madras police. 

Before Prabhakar could give the 
slip, he was nabbed outside Madras’ 
Egmore station moments after he had 
persuaded a Malayalee waiter to part 
with Rs 350 for a visa to the Gulf Soon 
the cops realised that Prabhakar was 
no small time cheat but the notorious 
John Theosophilus Williams—the gen¬ 
tle predator, and witty charming con- 
man who had been in and out of jails 
since 1946. Trained as a pilot, Williams 
was later made ah operation officer 
because of his deteriorating eyesight 
In 1946, he was arrested in Colombo 
for the first time Along with the flight 
commander and air hostess Williams 
was found guilty of conspiriM to smug¬ 
gle gold and diamonds from Beirut and 
put behind bars for three months 
“That’s how I started my long affair 
with crime,” Williams told this corres¬ 
pondent inside the Madras central jail. 
“But I have no revets: I like blowing 
up money, umbling and drinking. 
And only by swindlingordinary people 
and the-government could 1 survive. 
But believe me, I have never d^eived 
god. A good amount of my earnings 
was used to bring up'nine tester chil¬ 
dren.” If this claim to philanthrophy is 
true, the nine foster children must 
indeed be missing his money for he 
'admits having swindled Rs ten lakhs' 
from the various handloom emporiums 
in the early Fifties alone< 

Williams had somehow became the 
manager of Delhi’s first handleom 
emporium which was inau^ated by 
the then President Dr Ra^dra Pra¬ 
sad, When the police begafi nrobinr 
bis background, Williams 


and came down to )Nngdk>re where he 
realised that “people were just wait¬ 
ing to be cheated.” So he went ri|^t 
ahead and cheated two Bangalore nlk 
factories to the tune of Rs one lakh. 
This happened 20 years ago and since 
then Williams has never looked,back 
convinced that providence wanted him 
to be a successful career-conman. 

Williams invested his “earnings" in 
two cloth shops which he opened in 
Hyderabad. “But fate caught up with 
me and I was sentenced to four yevs’ 
rigorous imprisonment. Once 1 left 
jail, my mother asked me to take up 
social work for self-purification. So, 
with false, cooked-up bio-data I man¬ 
aged jobs in several welfare organisa¬ 
tions. I was an honest worker but I 
found out that the do-gooders were 
pocketing neat sums of money. 1 emu¬ 
lated them. And unlike them I was 
caught.” 

A fter his release, Williams be¬ 
came a travelling conman.He 
worked at Pondicherry Ashram and 
the popular Catholic Shrine at Vel- 
lankant. He also offered the gullible 
unemployed visas for the Gulf coun¬ 
tries. At one point, Williams decided 
to call himself the branch manager of 
a Bahrain firm, Mohammed Abuback- 
er and Co. Ltd. Neat letterheads were 
printed and fictitious correspondence 
typed out. 

He served jail sentences for cheat¬ 
ing the school for the Blind and the 
Guild of Service. According to Wil¬ 
liams, the Guild of Service was run in 
the Seventies by a capable lady who 
was livid with anger when she disco¬ 
vered Williams* true credentials. She 
asked him to pack off. Williams pack¬ 
ed off but not before laying his hands 
on two drafts worth about Rs three 
lakhs. He was however arrested before 
he could cash the drafts by forging her 
signature and sent to jail once again 
Wiliianis’ first wife had left him 
many years ago while he was serving a 
jail sentence and began living with 
another man. Now Williams had de¬ 
cided to acquire another wife. He 
answered a number of matrimonial 
advertisements enclosing false bio¬ 
data. A'pparently, there was no re¬ 
sponse. One day while casually flip¬ 
ping through a Madras school maga¬ 
zine, he chanced upon Dolly’s photo¬ 
graph. The magazine described hv as 
a schoolteacher interested in social 
work. Her pretty face set Williams’ 
heart aflutter. He wrote to her and 
later met her. To impress Dolly and 
her parents, Williams stayed in expen¬ 
sive hotels and entertained them 
lavishly. And to gover his notorious 
past, he acquired a fake baptism cer¬ 
tificate from a Colombo church. 

Finally on 23 April, Williams and 
DoUy got married. Williams recounted 
in jail: “As the wedding preparetions 
were going on, I repeatedly thought of 
revealing my past to Dolftr. 

Williams claimed marriage would 
have reformed him. Instead now he is 
in jail regurgitating memories of hu 
pretty sMoolteacher-wife. 

A^ur Pals w 
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Minister in 
crimihai case 



Indore: A criminal case has ^ 
reopened against Suresh ^th, the 
al self-government minister in tMm 
I cabinet of Arjua Singh, and tmdi^ 
others. The charges: cheating, forgerf^-a 
corruption, .criminal conspiracy ad 
criminal breach of trust. 

In 1969-70, when Seth was tl 
mayor of Indore a dozen wheels 
municipal road rollers were purcha 
and Rs 1.36 lakhs paid to an all^ 
bogus firm for what had reponedl 
cost Rs 24,000. The matter came up| 
the municipal corporation and in 197,, 
a state vigilance commission was set; 
up. Hie commission submitted its re- A 
port in 1974 and allegedly reci^y 
mended action against Seth and*ftv«|°^ 
others. However, neither the Congress-1 

g overnment, nor the Emergency LaW',^ 
tepartment to<.k any action. The Jeufri 
ta government, subsequently, decideq^^ 
to act, but ultimately, the invest^-'J 
tion was scQttled It was on 6 Deceits 
ber 1978, that the vigilance commiiS',: 
Sion arrested Seth and two forsw^ 
jemployees of the corporation: P.K-Dix-• 
‘it and Himmat Singh Jam, in coijnec-' 
tion with the case. 

The case waspending in the Indo^ 
court, when on 5 June 1980 a cryptic.: 
message was -transmitted by police 
wireless to the law Department ig- 
structmg the government plegder at 
Indore to “Immediately” withdraw the , 
criminal case. On 6 June the addition: 
al government pleader of Ihdore 
moved an application in the court of - 
the first additional sessipns judges 
Miss Usha Shukla praying for a with¬ 
drawal of the case “because the state 
thipks that it shall not be in the public 
inte^i^st to pursue this prosecution 
further,” A week later, on 13 lune 
1980, Seth was sworn in as the locv 
self-government minister in Arjun' 
Sink’s cabinet—and was given cha^ 
of the department he had alleged]^ 
bungled. 

Matters would have rested there, 
had not Purushottam Vijay, ex-mayojr 
of Indore filed a revision petition 
against the withdrawal of the caM,‘. 
The petitioner alleged that the crimin¬ 
al case was withdrawn in “undue* J 
haste to facilitate Seth “in 
ushered to the ministerial chair with';;; 
our embarrassment to him and hliy 
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" Their stnm^ point? 
It’s their wide range.” 

Yes. It’s true that our strength 
IS our wide range of pigments and dyes. 
Which covers a complete spectrum of 
shades—from yellow to black—for every 
product-hne. And which covers a variety of 
properties and price levels as well To meet 
all your requirements. 

And, what’s more, this range keeps 
growing wider all the time. 

Yet, there’s another viewpoint— 
which,we must admit, is equally valid... 



Their stnmg point? 

It’s their total reliahility.” 

And this viewpoint firmly holds 
that our strong point is our complete 
dependability. Because our products 
arc the result of world-class technology. 
And every batch is rigorously tested 
before it comes to you. To help you get 
good results. Batch after batch. 

What’s more, when dealing with us 
you get the benefit of our reliable techni¬ 
cal service. Whether it’s a question of 
assisting you with formulations and 
colour matching Or helping you solve 
some tricky technical problem that 
threatens to disrupt your production. 


So, whichever way you choose to look at us, eventually you’ll find that we look the same: 

a good colour manufacturer to do business with. ^ 


Colour Chtm 


COLtHIR-OfEM LIMITED 194. Churchi^ie itccUmation. Bomba, 40O02O 

Colour is the business of Cdour-Chem 
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party." pviuivii vuk 

that Seth’s election as a Congres$(I) 
nominee could not be Constitutional, 
leeal or just ground for the withdraw- 
" al Justice P.D.MuIye of the MP High 
Court admitted the petition in which 
the state of Madhya Pradesh as well as 
Seth and the three co-accused were 
made repondents, for the hearing on 
20 September. 

\ Special Correspondent 

DHUBi 

Goa’s police: 
finders, keepers? 

Goa: On Saturday 10 August, three fore¬ 
igners looking for parking space drove a 
niinibus to a garage at Saligao, a village 
near the famous Calangute beach Daniel 
Beinard Burr (26) was at the wheel. He 
was visibly exhausted after the long 
(liive So were the other occupants the 
second diiver P.S Collett (33) and the 
mechanic C. A Bolger (26). Just as they 
disembarked after parking the bus, a 
posse of policemen led by sub-inspector 
Arun Bandodkar stopped them “Could 
von let us have a look into your van’” 
.isked the police officer Flashing their 
British passports, the trio aggressively 
demanded an explanation “Is this the 
way you treat your foreign guests'" 
asked one of the three 

But the officer stood his ground and 
ordered his men to search the van And 
they struck rich Concealed in the false 
ceiling of the van’s roof were large 
quaniities of hashish around SdOkgs, 
worth Rs 23 lakhs at the current market 
price The three foreigners were 
arrested Understandably, the police 
started propagating their catch, after all, 
this was the largest single haul of narco¬ 
tics in the country But within a few 
hours, police inefficiency was manifest 
The inspector-general of police, 
Prabhakar Sinari, arriving at the garage 
a couple of hours later, discovered that 
his men had not drawn up the panchana-' 
ma, the seizure lest Some pedpie were 
hurj-iedlv assembled—quite a few of 
I hem professional witnesses—to rectify 
the erior A local reporter and Ah, a man 
conspicuous on the beach for his dealings 
with foicigners, were the two mam wit¬ 
nesses No sooner had the police made 
the reports public than Mrs Grace De 
Souza, the English wife of the Goa 
Pradesh Congress! 1) president. Dr Wil- 
fled Dc Snuzd, claimed that the police 
haul was much larger than what the 
ohee cared to admit Mrs De Souza had 
een talking to the three Britons whom 
the police had arre.sted, and she says she 
learnt that the police had actually confis¬ 
cated hashi.sh worth at least Rs 50 lakhs 
in addition to foreign currency worth Rs 
two lakhs If her claims are true, then d 
pait of the booty is missing The policei 
are yet to forward an explanation 
Another local resident, Martinbo Cor- 
deiro, a retired assistant drug controller! 
and a witness to the police raid, corrobo¬ 
rates Mrs De Souza's statemeht. But 
when Mrs De Souza approached the 
authorities she was told that the contra¬ 
band goods had already been dumped 
into the sea as the law stipulates, llte 
three Britons are alr^dv out on bail. 
Mario Cabrai e Sa 


ENTERTAINWENT 

The Taj-Md.Yunus 
joint venture 

Delhi: The Taj group of hotels have 
gone, ‘public’. No, the government has 
not taken over the prestigious Tata- 
owned -hotel chain yet. Instead, gov¬ 
ernment space has been hired by the 
Taj hotels to cater to the people at the 
Pragati Maidan in New Delhi, the 
venue of round-the-year trade fairs 
The' unutilised grounds on Mathura 
road (named Pragati Maidan, after the 
M\» 72 exhibition eight years ago) 
will now throb with activity, thanks to 
the imaginativeness of the Trade Fair 
Authority (TFA) chairman, Moham¬ 
mad Yunus, who has allowcid the Taj 
group to set up three restaurant-cum- 
cultural complexes around the Man- 
sarovar pond in the centre of the fair 
grounds. 

The three complexes are: Phool- 
wari, a five-star restaurant, serving 
Indian cuisine; Jhatpat, a fast food 
joint; and, an art gallery-cum- 
restaurant complex, Udyam, which 


will be a close cousin to the Jehangir 
Art Gallery of Bombay and apart from 
regular art shows will serve the same 
kind of snacks and food served bjr 
Samovar of Bombay. The Phoolwari 
promises rich Indian fare at a reason¬ 
able price (the management savs a 
family of four, including two children, 
can have a meal for Rs 35) and the 
other two restaurants will mainly cater 
to the fair-goers and art Iovers.But the 
Taj complex has a unique fea^e. A 
courtyard has been allotted adioioing 
the Phoolwari complex in which regu¬ 
lar theatrical performances and folk- 
cultural shows will be held. According 
to Ravi Dubey, the Taj sales manager 
in Delhi and a theatre buff himself, 
the first group to perform in the o pen - 
air theatre will be Bombay’s I^A 
(Indian People’s Theatre Association). 
They will be performing the Hindi 
adaptation of Brecht’s Caucasian 
Chalk Circle (Sated KundaJi in Hindi) 
directed by M. S. Sathyu. The produc¬ 
tion scheduled to be staged in Delhi 
between 25 and 28 October will star 
Shabana Azmi. The total cost of the 
reduction, Rs 1,10,000, will be borne 
y the Taj group. The price of the 

















“I’m the kind of 
person who doesn’t 

like to take a 
chance. 

I’m buying a 
Godrej „ 
refrigerator. 


' If you're spending all that much 
you've got to be sure you're 
buying nothing but the best. 
And I've got proof about the 
Godrej My mother's Godrej is 
20 years old and still running 
beautifully! It's true—a Godrej 
pays back every bit you spend 
in years of faithful service" 

People trust the Godrej 



tickets for tlie draaio will be nominel 
and the patrons will not be bound to 
visit the resuurants. Mr Oubey hopes 
to organise MutaaJds and tamasbts in 
the ope»«ir theatre. His later plans 
include the formation of a Taj Theatre 
Club which mil patronise the local 
theatre talent of Delhi. 

The main idea behind the ventures, 
according to Dubey, wa4 publicity for 
the pertorming group, As for profita¬ 
bility, the Taj hoped to attract at least 
ten per cent of the 600 forei^ tourists 
who visit the capital daily. A meal at 
the Phoolwari every night could well 
be the mainstay of the venture. The 
Taj voup trill be paying a rent of Rs 
45,000 p^ year and also pay seven per 
cent of the turnover (estimated around 
Rs 20 lakhs annually, as fees to die 
Trade Fair AuthorityV Apart from uti¬ 
lising the Pragati Maidan, the Taj 
venture will ensure a revenue of 
around Rs two lakhs to the TFA. Good 
business for a piece of land lying 
unused most of the year! 
Shubhabrata Bhattacharya 


Matchless powers 



Raipur; Baljit Singh Jabbal (22), 
stared at a dry wick kept in a dry 
earthenware lamp The audience of 
the packed hall of Chhattisgarh Mus¬ 
lim Educational Society waited in 
hushed silence, when it l^pened 
once again on 5 September. The wick 
suddenly caught fire and continued to 


bum for a minute and a half. Itiis was >' 
the second exhibition of Baljit's meO^ 
tal powers. The first was in London, 
where Baljit lighted an electric bulb 
with his mental energy, around mid- 
July, this year. 

Baljit, who holds a diploma in 
automobile engineering ancf works in 
an engineering concern, discovered 
his mental powers around the age of ' 
19 when he joined the Maharisfai 
Mahesh Yogi Transcendental Insti- | 
tute to learn meditation. He is now { 
using his mental powers to cure pa- j 
tients suffering from various kinds of i 
diseases, free of charge. Baljit be¬ 
lieves that regular meditation de¬ 
velops mental powers and eliminates , 
mental and spiritual weaknesses. He 
is planning to design a machine that 
would record mental waves and vibra¬ 
tions of a person and that would prove 
his theory that the close connection 
between meditation and mental pow¬ 
er has a scientific basis 
M.V. Kher 


SH0WBUSitlES< 

The ghazal 
tapes piracy 

Jaipur: Hotel Welcomgroup Mansim^, 
Jaipur (under the management of ITC) 
has snapped its contract for advertise¬ 
ment and subscription of the monthly 
publication Jaipur Vision. The hotel 
sales manager, I. V. Singh, communi¬ 
cated this decision in a letter (dated 13 
September, 1980) to Ms Tripti Pandey, 
the magazine’s editor, without, howev¬ 
er, stating any reason. 

But “the reasons are quite appa¬ 
rent,” says Ms Pandey who was also 
the co-sponsor of the musical program¬ 
me featuring the famous PaJustani 
singer Ghulam Ali on 26 June orga¬ 
nised in the Jai Vilas halhof the hotel. 
Ghulam Ali had agreed to visit Jaipur 
at the invitation of Ms Pandey’s sister, 
Mrs Ua Arun. 

On knowing about the siiuer’s 
proposed visit to the cin, the i^el 
management requested the sisters to 
arrange a prograinme at their hoteL 
Th^ offered facilities to the star 
which included a public address sys¬ 
tem free of charges. Considering their 
'good relations’ with the hotel, the 
sisters consented but they made it 
clear that they would not allow any 
recording (rf the prograinme. Suresn 
Bahadur, the hotel manager apparent¬ 
ly agreed to the condition. 

On 26 June, Ghulam Ali held the 
audience spellbound for three hours. 
The programme was a success. Radiat¬ 
ing with happiness, the singer stepped 
in to the hotel; beautifiu girls wel¬ 
comed him in Rajasthani style and the 
muMgar offered him rose garlands. 

T^ iMys after the prograaune, on 
28 June, tape-recorded cassettes <tf 
Ghiuam Aini songs were sold freely in 
the city’s mericet TBh bewildered sln- 
iar iawsediabw OQotected Mrs Oa 
tt> ^nd’ditt thw Mm, *We wma 


simply puzzled,” was Ms Pandey’s ini¬ 
tial reaction. “After all, how was it 
possible? We had not seen anybody 
recording the programme in the hall,'' 
she told this correspondent. 

To ‘verify the truth’ Ms Pandey 
went and met Suresh Bahadur who 
finally confessed that a recording was 
done in the sound control room. “But 
on knowing about the recording I 
stopped it,” said the manager to the 
sisters and organisers. Mr R. G. Shar- 
ma, the assistant incharge of the sound 
control room confirmed the allegation 
by saying that the recording was done 
only “for the purpose of testing” their 
recording system. But Ms Pandey Sus¬ 
pects that the management had “made 
prior and fool-proof arrangements for 
this.” 



Later Mrs Ua Arun sent a written, 
complain! to Suresh Bahadur. She has' 
not received any reply yet. She also 
mote to the ITC chairman* but could 
not get any acknowledgement. What 
they received instead was the letter 
severing links with the magazine. “We 
have b^n cheated and are now being 
hurt. But we don’t bother”said the 
confident Ms Pandey. 

Milnp Chm Oindla 


imSSSCBE 

Villagers kill 
langoors 

Jaipur: 10 September: 12. IL Septem¬ 
ber: 16. 12 September; 17.13 Septem¬ 
ber: two. Total: 47. That is Murli's 
score for four days. And he is just one 
of many professionals hired to mas¬ 
sacre langoors by the residents of 
Talab viUage, barely thirw kms from 
the famous Sariska Wild Life sanctU'« 
ary in Rajasthan. The langoors had 
been causing widespread damage to 
the standing crop. 

First, villagers tried the conven¬ 
tional methods like beating tin cans 
and putting up scarecrows tul over the 
place. The langoors of Talab weren’t to 
be scared so easily. Next, the villagers 
sought the help of Bawarias, a com¬ 
munity of poachers. But the Bawarias 
knew killing langoors was a criminal 
offence. Besides, their religious beliefs 
were against such killing. “How dare 
you ask us to kill the descendants 
Lord Hanuman?” 

So, the villagers finally decided to 
do It on their own. They met at Mabaat 
ka chabatra (the platform from where 
the village Mahant delivers his ser¬ 
mons) discussed the strategy and 
agreed to hire professional killers. For 
tius funds were also raised. Soon, the 
killers were on the langoor wail; the 
•villagers themselves providing rein¬ 
forcements. They surrounded the big 
bsuiyan tree at the centre of the village 
from where the langoors had been 
cariying out their forays into the 
fields. Maizp was offered as bait. The 
rest was easy. As the langoors came 
down from the tree to lift the maize, 
the hired men caught them by their 
tails, tied their hands and legs and 
packed them in gunny bags. Tlw days . 
catch was then carted to a densely 
forested hill at a distance of about ten 
kilometers away. There the langoors 

86 ' 




were left to die of hunger, suffocation 
and multiple fractures. 

The carcasses naturally attracted a 
large number of vultures. And this 
attracted the attention of the forest 
officials who stumbled upon dead Ian- 
goors strewn all over the place. Two 
members of the Tourism and Wild Life 
Society of India (TWSI) after a de¬ 
tailed investigation came to the con¬ 
clusion that the killing of the langoors 
started on 9 September and continued 
for five days. They were not, however, 
sure how many of them were killed 
during the period The estimates vary 
from 100 to 500 The TWSI team 
however failed to spot a single langoor 
in and around the entire Sanska sanc¬ 
tuary stretching out to over 25 km.s 
and embracing some six villages. 

The villagers will not say a word 
about It. But the gory details of this 
mayhem was offered by Murli, one of 
the killers in his confession before a 
munsif magistrate in Alwar For this 
however, Murli faces social ostracism 
from the villagers. To the magistrate 
he said; “I am doomed. They will 
never let me live in that village 
again.” However, the villagers of 
Talab themselves are facing ostracism 
from the neighbouring villagers What 
shocked the others most was that it 
was the Brahmins of Talab village who 
took the lead in the massacre. “They 
are not Brahmins, they are butchers,” 
says the headman of the neighbouring 
Tahla village. 

Milap Chand Dandia 

ABSUBDITIES 

Elizabeth Taylor 
and the principals’ 
principles 

Raipur: Dr Dharamvir Bharati, editor 
of Dharmayug, the leading Hindi 
weekly of the country; Phaneshwar 
Nath “Renu”, one of Hindi’s major 
short story writers; Sharad Joshi, 
nationally famous satirist and writer, 
Mohan Rakesh, the celebrated play¬ 
wright, have all indulged in “erotic” 
writing, according to a section of 
Madhya Pradesh’s teachers. The story 
begins with the Hindi (Special) tex¬ 


tbook published by the Madhya 
Pradesh Textbook Corporation for stu¬ 
dents of class eleven. This is a collec¬ 
tion of the works of major contempor¬ 
ary writers, and its introduction has 
led to a storm in academic circles. A 
large number of principals of higher 
secondary schools have announced 
their decision not to teach some sec¬ 
tions of this book because they are 
allegedly “erotic”. 

Now what precisely is “erotic”? In 
Dr Bharati's story. The Third Journey 
of Gulliver, a satire, he gives an aged 
Gulliver a young wife, and this young 
wife, during her husband’s absence, 
entertains herself by visiting the cine¬ 
ma, and |oing on picnics with a neigh¬ 
bour. This apparently is what is “ero¬ 
tic” about the story. Lai Paan Ki 
Begum IS one of the late Renu’s 
greatest short stories, and in this a 
mother angrily calls her daughter a 
harjai (a loose woman), and says, 
“Why are you sitting with your legs 
Spread out’” That is what the teachers 
felt to be objectionable 

But apparently what has really up- 
*set the teachers is Sharad Joshi’s 
story, Everyone is afraid of Virginia 
Woolf In the story a wife remarks her 
husband while seeing the film. Who’s 
afraid of Virginia Woolf? that Eli¬ 
zabeth Taylor did not look particularly 
virginal to her. Her husband explains 
that Virginia Woolf is not supposed to 
be a virgin And that is considered 
“erotic”. But the truth is that what has 
upset the teachers and petty bureauc¬ 
rats about this story is that Sharad 
Joshi has written a scathing satire on 
government servants and how they 
behave 

Such IS the stupidity of the anti¬ 
book lobby that they want a poem of 
Nirala, one of the modem pillars of 
Hindi poetry, withdrawn because it 
has a reference to wine, and “this 
might inspire the students to start 
drinking.” 

One reason why some powerful 
teachers and principals are against 
this book is because they submitted 
their own efforts at creativity for in¬ 
clusion in the collection, in the hope of 
lucrative royalties, but their work was 
turned down by the editors as below 
standard. So 'now they are after their 
pound of flesh through other means. 
M. V. Kher 


BiMiiin 

Nationalisation 
for respectability 

Delhi: On the night of 13 October Mrs 
Gandhi’s government issued its thir¬ 
teenth Ordinance since January. By a 
Ftesidential proclamation the VvIP 
firm of the late Sanjay Gandhi, which 
has been the subject of umpteen par- 
liamentarv debates and a probe by a 
sitting judge of the Supreme Court in 
the past few years, Maruti'Limited, 
came under the ownership of the state# 
But even at the time of its nationalisa¬ 
tion, the company, situated on the 
Palam-Gurgaon road off Delhi in 
Haryana, retained its extraordinary 
status. The news of the nationalisation 
could only be published by the news¬ 
papers on the morning of the ISth, 
that too after the Press Information 
Bureau had taken an extraordinarily 
long time to cyclostyle and distribute 
the 16-page document. The Maruti 
Limited (Acquisition and Transfer of 
Undertakings) Ordinance is perhaps 
the only Ordinance in the history of 
free India which was reported in the 
press, a full day after its promulgation. 
The veil of secrecy which had 
shrouded the activities of the late 
Sanjay Gandhi’s company in his life¬ 
time had not lifted even three-and-a 
half months after his death The debts 
of the late Sanjay Gandhi will now be 
repaid from the state’s coffers. The 
creditors of Maruti, led by Lalit Suri of 
Delhi Automobiles (the younger 
brother of Sagar Suri) had filed a suit 
for liquidation of the company in the 
summer of 1977 before the Punjab and 
Haryana High Court at Chandirarh. 
After the return of the Congress(I) to 
power the creditors had told the Court 
that they were formulating “alternate 
plans” for the utilisation of the assets 
of Maruti Limited and therefore the 
Court did not go ahead with the li- 
c^uidation of the company and distribu¬ 
tion of the spoils amon^ the creditors, 
though the case was in its final stages. 
As per the Ordinance, the liabilities of 
the company, amounting to around Rs 
4.3 crores, will be paid up by the 
government within 30 days of the 
promulgation of the Ordinance. Thus, 
the distribution of the mone;^ to the 
creditors of Mr Sanjay Gandhi will be 
completed by 14 November, five days. 
before the winter session of the Parlia¬ 
ment starts. Tliis has raised many 
eyebrows. Firstly, it is unprecedented 
for a company under liquidation to be 
nationalised and furthermore, the gov¬ 
ernment has not been Ible to show any 
urgent ground for the takeover and 
the payments arrangement, which en¬ 
sures that the money will be disbursed 
before the Parliament can discuss the 
step. Mrs Gandhi may give any plea 
for the nationalisation, ranging mm 
the nead for a new car with economic* 
al fuel consumption to the demand 
made by the oppositloit for the' 
nationalijtiition of the contpany, but 
none of these would , be .tenable., 



in point Ifiuatrfttlng tii* pre^tpt raJiiig- 
party’s regard for the Pwliamcnt and 
the Courts. The Janata government, 
too, could have ^iohalisml the com* 
pany. In fact it had plaiis to do so. But 
Sanjay Gandhi’s friends had preemp* 
ted the move by going to Court against 
him so that the matter became sub* 
judice and any government with the 
rule of law at heart would not have 
thought of nationalisation at that 
stage. In^fact, the move for liquidation 
was a very wise one. On the one hand 
the move ensured, during the Morarji 
Desai and Charan Singh regimes, that 
the company was not taken over, on 
the other it hindered the work of the 
Maruti Commission. The files of the 
company kept on moving between the 
Commission's office in New Delhi and 
the High Court at Chandigarh. There¬ 
fore, neither the Commission nor the 
Court could fully examine the affairs 
of Maruti Limited. It was, therefore, 
not surprising when the creditors sud¬ 
denly told the liquidating body, the 
High Court, that after the return of the 
Conmess(I) to power, they had given 
up meir plans to have their pound of 
flesh and had instead decided to ex¬ 
amine avenues for putting the assets 
of Maruti to use. 


Where is the rudreksha? 




Bombay: Has Mrs Gandhi given up 
wearing her chestnut brown string of 
rudrakshas? On her first trip to Bom¬ 
bay after the Congress(I) victory in 
the Assembly elections, the Pnme 


Minister was seen without her i|io«(> - 
famous wdrakshB beads. Hiere was a 
time when she could not do without it. 

It was the barometer of her faith M " 
gods, the smpematurel end ^men.- ■ 
The stringer rudrakshas was said to . 
have been given toher by Anandemal 
of Pune. once, eccorduig to those 
dose to her, the me/afstring of beads) 
broke and an unnerved Mrs Gandhi 
sent a confidante flying to Pune for a 
replacement. The Bnme Minister’ 
however, has given a dinetent reaswi" 
for wearing her rudraksha. Qnce in 
Gujarat, she told newsmen that It was* 
Mr Krishna Menon who forced her to' 
wear something around her neck 
, since a bare neck, especially a 
woman’s, did not look good. Since Mto 
Gandhi did not like wearing jewellery 
she selected the string of rudrakshaS' 
To her they had no simificance. 

Perhaps, after her last personal . 
tragedy, she has had enough of god.-, 
men and godwomen. She even seemv’. 
to have given up temple-hopping hav-. ■ 
ing visited around 32 of the 56 tem- 
gles sug^sted by the godmen. 


After the return of his party to 
power in January this year, Sanjay 
Gandhi was not keen to continue with, 
the Maruti moject. He was keen to ipy 
off the creditors and sell the plant to 
anyone who was prepared to pay off 
all the debts. Four parties showed 
interest. Two were from creditors, the 
Suris of Delhi Automobiles and Char- 
anjit Singh of Coca-Cola fame. (This 
deal was reported by Sunday in its 
Delhi Diary column in June this year.) 
The Modis and Nandas of Escorts too 
showed interest. While the Suris had 


signed an agreement with Volvo of 
Sweden for the manufacture of passen¬ 
ger cars, Cbaranjit Singh had become 
the agent for MAN of West Germany 
for the manufacture of heavy trucks. 
The Nandas were interested in acquir¬ 
ing the property for setting w a diesel 
engine manufacturing unit. The Modis 
have manufacturing facility, though 
the foreign collaboration had not been 
specified. So, if the government today 
feigns ignorance, it is indeed strange. 
But none of these parties were either 


willing to ^ay off the creditors in full 
nor did any of them have liquid cash 
which would have been necessary for 
such an eicerdse. 

What would be the future of the 
Maruti premises? It has, at present, 
only bodybuilding facilities and there 
is no machinery tq manufacture the 
'peoples’ car’ vmlch was envistmed by 
wjay Gandhi while setdng up the 
plmt. The pirototypes of 
wmre onj^ assembled in that plant on 
Sanjay k^dhi’s design. No mebulec* 
tuter ever sets up e full fledged pleat 
before getting: the prototype p*;Ncd 
and ^jay Ghndhi wet ao exc^'lion. 

Marbti would be ideally mted for th* 
settinB up df a car,aa8mi>factur&ig 


facility. And according to the proc¬ 
lamation, it 1 $ the express purpose for 
which the nationalisation has been 
done. The factory has around 70,000 $q 
metres of built-up area. MThat any 
company planning to manufacture a 
car at the Gurgaon complex would 
need to do, would be to set up an 
entire car-manufacturing complex. 
Only in the case of bodybuilding, can 
the existing facility be utilised. 

Many foreign car manufacturers 
are at present vying with each other to 
sell India the knowhow for a fuel- 
efficient car. The present Indian ones 
have an average fuel consumption 
ranging between eight to 12 kms to a 
litre. The minunum fuel consumption 
in many foreign cars which are in the 
fray for the'intiposed tieup is IS kms 
to a litre. The manufacturers in the 
fray are Renault of Prance, Toyota and 
Honda of Japan, Volkswagen of West 
Germany, British Leyland, Fiat and 
Volvo of Sweden. Of these, Renault 
seems to be the present favourite. This 


French public sector firm had display¬ 
ed a model of Renault-18 passenger 
car in the Pragati Maidan exhibitnm 
last year. An added advantage for the 
Renault is that this company has the 
largest number of foreign tie-ups .(in 
27 countries). And it being a pubnC' 
sector company, ultimately may prbvO 
to be the most suitable rartner for a 
public sector Maruti Ltd. The move for 
a new car in the Indian market, howlev- 
er, will be met with stiff resistance 
from the present oligopolists controll¬ 
ing the market. The first attempt to 
introduce a small, fuel-efficient car 
was made in - Fifties. The oligopolists 
then had successfully staved m.tht 
attempts to introduce VW Bi|»atl« in 
the Indian market. While thq govern¬ 
ment’s attempt to go infer a Scientific, 
modem, fuel-efficient car is laudable^ 
how does one justify the blatant man¬ 
ner in which thn nationalisation of 
Maruti was carried'out, flouting both 
the judiciary and the Parliament? 
Shubhabrata Bhattacbarya . 
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j'Mr Anjaiah 
takes charge 

' Hyderabad; For over two months, it 
) was said that the Andhra Pradesh 
crisis would be resolved in a “day or 
two " That kal parson (yesterday or 
day before, or tomorrow or day after^ 
'finally came on the afternoon of 11 
October when Mr Tangutun Anjaiah 
* was sworn in as the new thief minister 
of AP replacing the controversial Dr 
Marn Channa Reddy That ended the 
100 day war in the ruling Congress(I) 
Mrs Gandhi’s verdict in favour of 
Mr Anjaiah marks the “triumphant” 
return of the one-time trade unionist 
to state politics after a gap of 31 
months In the February 1978 Assem¬ 
bly elections, Mr Anjaiah had lost in 
the Musheerabad constituency of 
Hyderabad to a Janata candidate by a 
very narrow margin He was later 
“renabilitated” in the Rajya Sabha in 
1979 and inducted into the central 
Cabinet as Minister of state for labour 
on 8 June 1980 

The drama in the state’s politics 
had begun from the day Dr Reddy 
dropped eight dissident ministers who 
accused him of being authoritarian Dr 
Reddy’s rule turned out to be “mis 
rule” with political, economic and so 


cial crises Soon after Sanjay Gandhi’s 
death the crisis reached its climax On 

I September, Dr Reddy was asked 
through a last minute fvrman to hold 
back nis resignation On 17 Septem¬ 
ber, the consensus bid on Mr Anjaiah 
as Dr Reddy’s successor failed A few 
days later, the state Assembly rejected 
the second no confidence motion 
against Dr Reddy’s ministry with the 
“qualified” support of the then dissi 
dents who declared that they would 
oppose the no trust move provided 
there was no going back on the deci 
Sion to replace Dr Channa Reddy 

When the drama was appearing to 
be overplayed, messages came from 
Delhi that a meeting of the Congress 
Legislature Party(l) would be held on 

II October Dr Reddy’s followers 
claimed that there was no question of 
change in leadership since he enjoyed 
a “majority” in the CLP(I) Dr Reddy 
himself declared confidently that he 
had the support of 160 legislators but 
made it “clear” that he did not want 
any confrontation with the Centre On 

10 October at 6 30 pm Dr Reddy final 
ly submitted his resimation to the 
Governor, Mr K C Abraham and ended 
his 31 month rule On the afternoon of 

11 October Mr Anjaiah was duly 
elected as the CLP(l) leader at the 
Committee Hall of the state Assembly 
and at 1 56 pm was sworn in as the new 
CM The 51 year old Mr Anjaiah faces 
an arduous task as the thief minister 
of Andhra Pradesh Since the quarrels 


in the ruling party had degentnated 
into inter-remonal bickerings in the 
last two weeks, he has to wmd all the 
factions of the party together into a 
close-knit organisation. As a first 
move, Mr Anjaiah has sou^t the coop¬ 
eration of the former CM, Mr Kasu 
Brahmananda Reddy Probably he 
would accommodate ^ Challa Ram- 
bhupal Reddy, the 50-year-old son-in- 
law of President Sanjiva Reddy He 
has to “retain” some of the former 
ministers who were “loyal” to Dr Red 
dy 

Once the cabinet-making formali¬ 
ties are over, Mr Anjaiah wul hgye to 
address himself to other pressing prob¬ 
lems which need imroeaiate tackling 
Besides toning up the administration 
and restoring the morale of the state 

t ovemment employees, Mr Anjaiah 
as to initiate measures to boost up 
the sagging economy, curb the price 
rise, r^ress farmers’ grievances, pro¬ 
vide adequate relief to the drought- 
stricken and flood affected people, 
contain student unrest, solve labour 
problems and check growing corrup 
non The CM has promised to shake up 
the police force He also said that his 
government contemplated to enact the 
Lok Pal bill, and to form “flying 
squads” to punish corrupt officials 
But Mr Anjaiah has some “inherent 
limitations” Mrs Gandhi has reported 
ly assured the ruling party members 
from Andhra and Rayalaseema re 
gions that a changq of leadership 
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would be considered after the 19S3 
Assembly elections. She has also sug¬ 
gested that a deputy chief minister 
Lfrom Andhra or ftayalaseema region 
^could be appointed- The dissidents 
might raise their jugly heads once 
again. On the day, Mr Anjaiah 
assumed office a few “staunch” loyal. 
ists of Dr Reddy secretly sowed the 
seeds of dissidence. Among the new 
dissidents are some legislators from 
Andhra and Rayalaseema and a few 
from the Telengana area. There is no 
immediate threat to Mr Anjaiah from 
the new dissidents but they can always 
spread discontent in future. 

Syed Majeedul Hasan 

SPflItlS 

Will the Games 
go on? 

Delhi: Will the preparations for the 
1982 Asian Games in Delhi and Rai be 
completed in time? The question 
seems to be on the minds of many 
sports lovers all over the country. But 
the progress so far has not been inspir¬ 
ing 

Ever since 1976, when it was decided 
in Montreal at the meeting of the 
Asian Games Federation that India 
would host the 1982 Games the entire 
project has been running into prob¬ 
lems Although Mrs Gandhi’s cabinet 
approved the India Olympic Associa¬ 
tion’s (lOA) bid to stage the Asiad, 
there was no allocation for the Games 
in the 1976-77 budget When Morarji 
Desai came to power the Asiad re¬ 
ceived Its first setback. He asked the 
various ministries to submit the esti¬ 
mates of the total costs involved in 
hosting the Games. The estimate was 
drawn up and the total was Rs 40 
crores. However, once the estimate 
reached the cabinet it was rejected 
Vijay Kumar Malhotra, the head of the 
Asian Games Organising Committee, 
which was derecognised, “ran from 
pillar to post” pursuing the matter 
with the government. He met the fi¬ 
nance minister, the home minister and 
held meetings with architects and 
planners. It was finally decided to 
limit the costs to Rs 26 crores out of 
which the central government would 
provide Rs 20 crores, the New Delhi 
Municipal Corporation (^NDMC) Rs 
five crores and the Delhi Electric 
Supply Union (DESU) Rs one crore. 
On b December 1978, the government 
passed a resolution saying that it stood 
committed to the Asian Games and 
that a Sum of Rs 26 crores would be 
i>pentonit. 

Ihe final blow came on 6 September, 
when the lOA derecognised the 
Malhotra-led organising committee. 
Die lOA's decision itseu was wordfnf 
carefully; “Talcing into consideration 
lU the nctors it is decided that in die 
interest the effident holding of the 
Mian Games, it it necessary to coastl- 
tute a new spedal commluee of the 
tOA which will accept die responsibU* 


i^ of holding the Asian Games. There¬ 
fore, the lOA addidraws die recegni- 
don given earlier to the Asian Games 
Organising Committee.” V. C. Shukla 
was made the chairman of the new 
committee and the lOA adopted die 
resolution with a 67-8 vote. V. K. 
Malhotra had been finally rendered 
useless, and the new special commit¬ 
tee was packed with people who were 
virtual nominees of the ruling party. 
Ironically, the vice chairman of the 
special committee was none other than 
the minister of state for shipping and 
transport, Mr Buta Singh, who had 
first proposed MaUiotra’s name as die 
head of the AGOC. Inspite of the 
derecognition Mr Malhotra instisted 
that the AGOC continued to exist, with 
the result that now two committees 
exist: one headed by Mr Shukla, which 
is the effective committee, and the 
other headed by Mr Malhotra, which 
has no function. Malhotra admitted, 
“To be very frank, we do not have 
much work now.” 

But this has triggered off a controversy 
about the increasindy dominant rple 
that politics IS now {Maying in sjjiorts in 
this country. Add Mople are pointing 
their fingers at die lOA president. 
Raja Bhmindra Singh, who they say 
allowed it to happen. 

Funds, at any rate, has not been a 
problem since the Con^ss (I) came to 
power. The costs, which die Janata 
government had once estimated at Rs 
26 crores, now go well beyond Rs 
100 crores. The Lox Dal leader, Mr 
Geqrge Fernandes, has issued a state¬ 
ment saying that it would cost India Rs 
300 crores to hold the Games. Though 
no one from^the organising committee 
is stating the amount expected to be 
spent for the Games, Raja Bhahndra 
said, “Money is no longer a problem 
now. There is no haggling over money. 
The only aim is to complete the job, 
even if it costs a lot. There are some 
who say that so much money should 
not be spent on the Games by a nation 
like India, but these are the people 
who know nothing about sports and 
the imponance of physical education.” 
In spite of the massive expenditure, 
will the preparations be completed? In 
Delhi itself an indoor stadium, with a 
seating capacity of about 25,000 is to 
be buut at Raj^at, a 75,000 capacity 
stadium at Road, a swimming 
ool, besides of course, flyovers, 
ridges, electrification of railway lines 
and numerous other projects. Bbalin- 
dra Sinj^ said, “After two years of 
inactivity, woik has at last started. We 
are now working on a time bound 
schedule with engineers and othors 
reporting rMularly to the steering 
committee. The government has ^ven 
the Games top priority and if the 
present pace continues, then we 
should be able to finish our work.” But 
thm are many problems ahead and as 
Ashwini Kumar said, “The Games call 
only be held, if the preparations an» 
traattd on a war footing and work goes 
on 24 hours of the day. Even if tha 
<^ntas are held, it will be a maimad 
and mauled Gamas.” 
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Rice, dhal and 
vegetables together I 

By using a Prestige with its inner containers 
you can cook nee, dhal and vegetables at the 
same time Normal cooking time in a Prestige 
Cooker does not exceed 15-20 minutes Just 
a few more minutes for seasoning — and 
your entire meal is ready 


Larger containers 
for maximum 
cooking space I 


But doesn t the use of containers cut cooking 
space considerably ? Not with a Prestige I 
A Prestige is designed to hold containers 
almost as wide as the cooker body. Which is 
why a Prestige gives you so much more 
container space than equivalent-sized cookers 
of other design See one for yourself. 


— - 



Save electricity, 
gas. kerosene 
or coal! 

A Prestige cooks as well on kerosene or coal, 
as on electricity or gas Since it cuts cookin< 
time considerably, it conserves fuel, an^ 
saves you money as well as time. 


How much more 
container space? 

See a Prestige Cooker for yourself I Com¬ 
pare It with equivalent sized pressure 
cookers of other design The Prestige 
"Preen 6 5 'model gives you 61% more 
container space The Prestige "Elegant* 
has a phenomenal 101 % more container 
space For cooking a whole meal at a 
time there s no cooker like a Prestige 


prestige 


mdi 


I 


n 
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Neelam Jain did not die in vain 


Calcutta An unparalleled revolution 
IS taking plate in the tity’s tonserva 
live Marwari tommunity after the 
dowry death of the beautiful 17 year 
old Neelam Iain (Sunday 21 Septem 
her) Marwari women have suddenly 
tome onto the streets to piotest 
against the peinitious dowry system, 
and then fuiy h«.s tonverted this 
protest into a fullsialt movement 
Oppressne inlaws and violent hus 
bands are now literally being dragged 
out ot tht tiosets, and have become 
subictts of storn and ridicule The 
women of the land where putdah and 
sail hatt coexisted are finally deman 
ding lusiite 

On 21 September 6.000 women 
gathered in the titv’s batyanarayan 
park to htai speakei after speaker 
rtiount th( tortuie that Neelam Jain 
undeiwent betore htr truel death on 
7 Septeinbti Many women cried 
optnlv and loudly One speaker was 
so ottiionit that sht turned hysteut 
dl and (ollapsed Pushpa Devi 
( hauiharia, a banister who piesided 
iniinied out that the nation’s laws 
weie not rigidly administered to pre 
cent Liimes against women Kusum 
(am advocated a militant movement, 
hei slogan was simple “Dowry be 
damned” Shakuntala Chintamani 
and Saciiri Devi Kanoria demanded 
‘direti at tion ’ against those Marwari 
tamilics which gave or accepted dow 
rics 

riit meeting was oiganised by the 
West Bengal Piovincial federation 
and the Haivaiia Nagrik Sangh, both 
affiliated to the All India Marwari 
lederition which was founded in 
1416 On 21 September a number of 
(.lUiarati oiganisations (oiiied hancls 
with these gioups and condemned the 
tlowiy system ai a public meeting in 
Buriabazai Maiwati women have 
also received considerable suppoit 
from the Womens Coordinating 
Countil, West Bengal, which has 
simultaneously launcheei a campaign 
against dowry and crimes against 
women Mrs Kentika Roy the coun 



— 

Neelam Biide who died 



S Kanorid addressing women 
at Satvanarayan park _ 


should be taught self defence in 
schools and colleges to prepare them 
selves lot a hard future 

The Jam family, into which 
Neelam Jain was married, is facing a 
social boycott Hundreds of women 
have demonstrated outside the sari 
shops owned by the family, and poten 
tial customeis are being urged not to 
buy anything from the ‘murderers” 
On 22 September a minor scuffle 
broke out outside one of the shops 


Women nying at a meeting 



Demonstrators protest against doisrv 


owned by the Jams and the police had 
to be called in Angry women shouted 
slogans outside the courts on the day 
Neelam’s mother in law husband and 
brothel in law were pioduced betoie 
a magistrate, and latet hundreds de 
manded that the accused should not 
be granted bail at any cost However 
on 6 October tht accused were 
granted bail with certain conditions 
The hearing will commence on 20 
November 

The passion of the women leading 
the movement is truly amazing, their 
dedication laudatory On 19 Septem 
ber, the Jains had invited piiests to 
their Camac street residence to per 
form certain rites Agitators tame to 
know about this, and promptly 
gathered in front of the Jams rest 
dence to prevent the priests from 
entering the house In tact they then 
went up to the open retrace ot the 
Mansarovar building (from where 
Neelam Iain is supposed to haye 
fallen to her death) and took an oath 
to punish the miirdeiers A few 
days later angry demonstrators pro 
tested before the ottices of a local 
Hindi daily which was accused of 
playing down the tiagedy in its col 
umns (Its inal was picking up cir 
culaiion and support bv providing 
davtodiy coverage of the move 
meiit ) 

I he movement has alieadv met 
with some success Besides the powei 
ful social impact which has begun to 
be felt bv every Marwari family, 
almost a hundred newlv married 
women have already written to the 
West Bengal Marwari fedeiation 
complaining of specific malt i cat inent 
The federation plans to investigate 
each case before taking action hoin 
November, when the mairiage season 
restarts, the federation will hold de 
monstrations in front ol pandals 
where dowiv is suspected to have 
changed hands 

Sixtyfive years ago a Bengali lady, 
Snehlata Devi committed suicide bo 
cause of her dowry problems and left 
behind a letter foi the Bengali tom 
munity The letter tieatcd a stoim 
among Bengalis Something even 
more than that is happening to the 
Marwari community at the moment 
S. N M Abdi 


61 




Profit to self and loss to the nation 
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EOPLE have always 
wondered how the gov- ■ 

ernment makes imppr- 
tant investment deci- \ w j 

sions. Those who are MT^ 4 

Economics 
and Policy 

interested in case studies of the \ 

same should study two proposals /P 



OilU VJlKi -- 

The first is the BHEL-Siemens tie- 
up proposal, and the second is the 
current scandal—the Thai-Vaishet 
and Ha/ira fertilizer project. 

The crucial choice in both cases 
was “who should be the foreign 
collaborator consultant” who will 
ensure the “maximum return for 
the minimum costs,”—viz, optimum 
results During the process of deci¬ 
sion making, politics entered in 
both decisions, and the final choice 
came on the basis of “minimum 
return for the maximum cost”! The 
question is, why’ 

I will not deal with the BHEL- 
Siemens deal in this column. It has 
become an old issue Those still 
interested should read the Report 
of the Public Undertakings Com¬ 
mittee of Parliament, which was 
prepared by a sub committee under 
yours truly as convener Although 
the CPI(M)’s P Ramamurthy had 
raised a shindig about the deal, no 
one in the Janata government had 
taken him seriously because the 
weakness in Ramamurthy’s 
approach was to openly lobby for 
Soviet technology Records show 
that It was my letter to the Prime 
Minister just before the crucial 
cabinet meeting—which was circu¬ 
lated at the meeting—that stopped 
the deal from being rubber- 
stamped After that cabinet meet¬ 
ing the proposed deal was as dead 
as a dodo The most significant 
aspect of the BHEL-Siemens tie-up 
proposal was that it passed through 
various committees right up to the 
cabinet without a formal cost- 
benefit analysis and any examina¬ 
tion of investment alternatives! 
The two persons who chaperoned 
this deal were George Fernandes 
and V Krishnamoorthy 

In the 1970s, a lot of natural gas 
was discovered in drillings off the 
Maharashtra Gujarat coast So, in 
November 1976, an expert gioup 
was formed to find out how to 
utilize this gas This group ex¬ 
amined the various alternatives in 
the use of natural gas and the cost 
options, and came to the conclusion 
that utilizing modern technology to 
convert the natural gas into ammo¬ 
nia and thence to urea would en¬ 
sure the optimum utilization of this 
gas In the mean time, the Janata 
government came to power and the 
new government set up another 


By SUBRAMANIAM SWAMY 

expert committee, this time to find 
out how to get hold of this modern 
technology. They concluded that 
much of the work could be en¬ 
trusted to the Rashtriya Chemicals 
and Fertilizers (RCF), a public sec¬ 
tor organization, and to the Indian 
Farmers & Fertilizer Cooperative 
(IFFCO), but for the process tech¬ 
nology a complete transfer of tech¬ 
nology was necessary. 

The Janata government then 
took a step further by setting up yet 
another expert committee to pre¬ 
pare a “shortlist” of international 
engineering companies who could 
act as consultants in arranging for 
an efficient transfer of technology 
This committee recommended six 
names. C. F Braun, Haldor Topsoe, 
Humphreys and Glasgow, Pullman 
& Kellog, Technimont, Toyo En¬ 
gineering. Afterwards, a working 
group was set up to devise econo¬ 
mic criteria for the final choice of 
the technology and the consultant 
The following economic criteria 
were listed by this group, quoted 
fees for consultancy, the fixed cost 
of setting up the plants on the basis 
of the consultant’s advice, the vari¬ 
able cost of running the plant for 10 
years, cost implications of delays, 
cost benefit analysis of the technol¬ 
ogy transfer that would take place 
This sound economics was taking 
root in the decision process 

In March 1979, the Janata gov¬ 
ernment set up a negotiating com¬ 
mittee of experts to evaluate the 
bids from the shortlisted com¬ 
panies They did a thorough techno- 
economic analysis based on the 
above criteria which they pre¬ 
sented in a Bid Evaluation Report 
around May 1979. Now the deci¬ 
sion-making had reached a crucial 
stage—after 2Vz years of commit¬ 
tees. The negotiating committee 
was unanimous in its recommenda¬ 
tion—give the ammonia plant con¬ 
sultancy, both at Thai- Vaishet and 
at Hazira to C. F. Braun—an Amer¬ 
ican company Braun outstripped 
other companies in all the im^r- 
tant criteria. The overall project 
would be cheaper by Rs 55 crores if 
Braun got the contract. 

Now the bureaucrats took over 
from the experts. The special com¬ 
mittee of secretaries—the “steel 
frame”— held three meetings in 


May and June 1979. After making a 
lot of knowledgeable sounds, they 
unanimously upheld the negotiat¬ 
ing committee recommendation- 
give It to C F Braun. Then the 
Janata government fell, and a Lok 
Dal-Congress(U) government came 
to power on Indira Gandhi’s crutch¬ 
es But they did not interfere vsith 
the well-documented decision In 
fact, in August 1979 they told the 
RCF to write out the contract for 
signature This was done and the 
contract was sent to the special 
committee of secretaries which 
gave It approval on 31 December 

1979. Now all that was required was 
a formal okay from the cabinet 

But in first week of’January 

1980, “a government that works” 
came to power Since Janata’s meat 
was Congressdl’s poison, the new 
government refused to ditto the 
recommendations Instead they set 
up yet another expert committee to 
reexamine all the bids But word 
got around that under a govern¬ 
ment “that works” what works most 
IS easy money 

There was grease oozing all over 
Delhi The newly appointed expert 
committee threw a spanner into the 
works by unanimously recommend¬ 
ing Braun’s name for the Thal- 
Vaishet project As for Hazira, the 
seven member-committee was split 
Three said, give it also to Braun, 
and four said. “Why put all the eggs 
in ^me basket even if the basket is 
made of stainless steel’” The four 
were however terribly divided on 
the consultant for the Hazira pro¬ 
ject 

Now the matter went to a 
cabinet sub committee, where five 
wise politicians gathered- P C 
Sethi, Vasant Sathe, Virendra Paul, 
R. Venkataram, Shiv- Shankar. Be¬ 
fore this sub committee was a note 
from the secretariat It said Braun 
should be signed up for Thal- 
Vaishet right away because every¬ 
body so far was unanimously for it, 
and as far as Hazira is concerned 
the ministers for agriculture, che¬ 
micals & fertilizer and finance all 
think that, everything considered, 
that contract should also go to- 
Braun. However, since the cabinet 
sub-committee consisted of wise 
politicians—wise enough to know 
what’s what in Delhi, it simply said- 
“Experts don’t know what they are 
talking about. We do!” No Braun! 
Yes, Haldor Topsoe! Who are they? 
Well, they are 50% Italian. Credu¬ 
lous me asked,. “How can Italians 
pack such a clout in Delhi?” My 
inner voice replied: “You are mere¬ 
ly a nam ke vaste Swamy. Become a 
genuine brahmachari, then you will 
know.” 
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hut iMW, ^oodlrpg Ali 


By AMiTABH KRISHNA 

ECONDS out of the ring 
Eleventh round begins'” 
The words of referee 
Richard Greene made no 
impact in one corner of 
the nng in Caesar’s Palate, Las Vegas 
For the first time in his career on 22 
October this year, Muhammad Ah 
failed to answer the bell and thus drew 
the curtain on a spcictaular era in the 
history of boxing “The greatest of 
them all” announced to the world 
“Take your hearts and turn them over 
to Larry He’s the heavyweight cham 
pion—until I return ” 

It was in the autumn of 1978 that 
All had reclaimed the heavyweight 
crown—for the third time—by defeat 
ing Leon Spinks After accomplishing 
that incredible feat, All spent most of 
his time consorting and counselling 
kings and presidents, making movies 
and raising funds, he jaunted around 
the world as an ambassador of good 
will He saw a good part of the world 
and enjoyed the delict the world took 
in seeing him In the course of this he 
progressively ballooned to a self 
indulgent, blubbery 254 lbs Boxing, 
however, did not venture far from All’s 
mind, in his reckoning, a well muscled 
nonentity had usurped the crown But 
Larry Holmes, once All’s sparring part 
ner, had an impressive record un 
beaten in IS fights, including 7 title 
bouts all of which had been won by 
knockouts—a record which Holmes 
shared with Toe I^uis And, of course. 
Holmes was younger to All by eight 
years 

The lure of another 8 million dol 
lars forced Ah to retreat to his training 
camp in the Pennsylvania mountains 
After rigorous workouts he declared 
“I’ll chew him up. I’ll spit him out!” 
Muhammad Ah tailed to realise that 
merely shedding 37 lbs and loosening 
his tongue was not quite enough to 
take on an opponent who was younger, 
swifter, and tougher And worse still. 
Holmes was familiar with All’s style 
and strategies The inevitable hap 
pened at Las Vegas Holmes went for 
the kill from the very first bell In ten 
long rounds Ah only succeeded in 
casting a mere shadow of his former 
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sell. Gone were hie li^tnbis reflexes; 
his a^ng legs were wary. Airs inuidies 
had lost their sting. 60 fights and 60 
milli on dollars later, the most glorious 
star and exponent of boxing sturen- 
dered to Lainry Holmes. 

“If you want to lose your money, be 
a fool and bet on Sonny.” 

Sonny (Slugger) Luton was some 
kind of a legend m the mid-Sixties, 
Cassius Marcellus Clay was only a 
youn^, flamboyant braggart. But in 
Miami in 1964 Sonny liston lay on the 
mat; Cassius Clay stood above him 
screaming, “Get upl” Liston failed to 
nse and thus began the most incredi- 
ble era of boxing. The new 
heavyweight champion announced his 
conversion to the Black Muslim faith— 
Mith a zeal that was later dscovered to 
be no less passionate than his love for 
boxing. He gave himself the name of 
Muhammad Ali 

Then came the traumatic years. 
Stripped of his title and boxing license 
for draft eviction (he refused to go to 
Vietnam), All was fined $ 10,000 and 
sentenced to five years imprisonment. 
“What can you give me, America?” he 
asked. “You want me to go fight a war 
apinst people I don’t know nothing 
about I ain’t got no quarrel with those 
Viet Congs. You want me to get some 
freedom for other people, when my 
own people don’t nave freedom at 
home.” All spent three years in pimi- 
listic wilderness, waging legal battle.*^ 
against the establishment. He finally 
won his case and returned to the nng 
with his convictions and confidence 
more firmly entrenched He began his 
“comeback campaign” with a display 
of ruthless power against Jerry Quarry 


(whose wife, sitting among the specta¬ 
tors, screamed each time a blow land¬ 
ed on her battered husband). But Ali 
lost in his bid to regain the 
heavyweight title; he lost on points to 
Joe Frazier in a bout which will long 
be remembered for the brutality and 
courage with which the two pounded 
each other. Frazier retained the title 
but soon lost it to one of the most 
brutal punchers the world has seen— 
George Foreman. So Ali went to Kinsh¬ 
asa, Zaire, and in a 10-million-dollar- 
extravaganza he knocked out Fore¬ 
man. He was once again the world 
heavyweight champion. After that 
only three people—Joe Frazier, Ken 
Norton and Leon Spinks—managed to 
get the better of him. But Muhammad 
Ali avenged his defeats by beating all 
of them - subsequently—establishing 
the unique record of having regained 
his title three times 

The saga of Muhammad Ali is not 
just a sto^ of victories and defeats in 
the ring. From his dingy ghetto home 
he rose to heights where only immor¬ 
tals dwell. In the course of his spec¬ 
tacular career he rubbed shoulders 
with one and all. A man with a large 
heart, the epitome of courage and 
compassion, only he could have taken 
the sport to regions as far apart as 
Kuala Lumpur, Manila and Zaire— 
where Ali was no stranger Nowhere 
could one lose sight of Muhammad Alt, 
blood-spattered and punch-drunk, ex¬ 
uding guts, sheer guts, and charm 
Who else could have put it better than 
Larry Holmes, the man who battered 
Ali into submission; “He’s one hell of a 
fi^er, one hell of an athlete, one hell 
of a man.” 


Age-old battle 


O NLY two people before Holmes 
came anywhere near knocking 
out Muhammad Ali. Henry Cooper 
(who paid the price with a mutilated 
eye) and Joe Frazier On 2 October 
Larry Holmes battered All for ten 
rounds after which All’s faithful train¬ 
er, Angelo Dnndee, decided to call an 
end to the ignomy at Las Vegas. 
Holmes, once All’s sparring partner 
and still a friend, wept. Ali had lost 
not to Holmes, but to his own age 
Muhammad All is one of the very 
few sports stars who have dared to 
challenge the barriers of age. At 38, 
he has lost that “swiftness of blow” 
whichFrancisGaltondiscovered in the 
last century. According to Galton, a 
man of 25 is capable of stnkmg a blow 
at the speed of 56 thousandths of a 
second per foot of travel. However, 
after the age of 25, this speed declines 
steadily. “Reaction time,” on the 
other hand, increases with age. A man 
of 20 may take 0.86 seconds to react to 
a flashing li^t. At 30, the same 
person may take roughly 0.99 seconds 
as his responses would have slowed 
down by then. A man in his twenties 
can grip a 42 kg weight for a minute; 
in his thirties he can grip 40 kg for the 
same time—a decrease of 4%. 


These limitations can, in some 
cases, be overcome by acquired skill 
and a high level of fitness Example: 
Miruts Yifter, the middle-aged runner 
who won the 5,000 and 10,000 metres 
at Moscow recently; Joyce Smith who, 
at the age of 42, broke the record for 
the British Women’s marathon last 
year; Hashim Khan, who won the 
Open Squash Championship at the 
age of 42; and Reg Hams who, after 
20 years of retirement, won his fifth 
world title in sprint cycling at the age 
of 52. 

Boxing demands incredible stami¬ 
na, endurance and power Innumer¬ 
able boxers have tried, in vain, to 
regain lost glory. Even Joe Louis 
(perhaps the only genuine rival to 
All’s daim of bemg the greatest) 
suffered a similar fate. He retired 
undefeated at the age of 35. but 
within 18 months was back in action. 
He lost to Ezzard Charles. Next, he 
took on Rocky Marciano, who knock 
ed him out in the eighth round. If 
anyone has ever succeeded in violat¬ 
ing the old adage of boxing—“they 
never come back”—it has been the 
irrepressible Muhammad Ali. He 
came back thrice—but not the fourth 
time. 
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Give ns that moment 
and we’ll taro it into a 
fotnrc for your son 

Come to us with what 
you can put aside and we’ll 
show you bow you can 
build a future for your son. 

UCOBANK has many 
long term schemes that will 
help multiply your savings. 

We’ll show you the 
profitable combinations of 
these schemes to make 
your savings grow quicker. 

By earning more. 

Visit any of our 
branches. 

Your son’s future begins 
the moment you decide 
he's going to be somebody. 

Bring that moment 
to UCOBANK. 
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^My dream house will lie in a quiet 
green glade.,.. with gabled roots, 
and picture windows,. and a neycer 
bathroom in ivory and rosewood brown 
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IsracFi conscience 


Arabs are not the only 
problem that the Israeli army 
has. What 4s troubling It at the 
moment is not so much enemy 
soldierst but a small moup of 
teenage Israelis, drafted Into 
the army, who are saying that 
they will gladly defend Israel 
if required but will not fight 
to retain the territories occu¬ 
pied^ Israel after>the 1967 
war. This Group of 27 (named 


so, because orginally there 
were 27 such conscientious 
objectors; the mroup is now 
actually 100) nign school 
pupils feel that Israel should 
initiate moves towards peace 
and return the occupied terri¬ 
tories. The publicity that this 
group is getting is obviously 
embarrassing both to the 
army and the Begin govern¬ 
ment. 


Could Bhutto have lived? 
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Had Pakistan’s late Presi¬ 
dent Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto been 
tried this year, the chances 
are that the wdges would 
have been unable to send him 
to the gallows however much 
they may have wanted to. 
Reason: the aggressively Isla¬ 
mic PakistanV new mariat 
Wws. The shariat coun re¬ 
cently ruled that certain sec¬ 
tions of the nation’s law deal¬ 
ing with murder are invalid. 
While not objecting to the 
death penalty per se, the 
court maintained that there 
could always be exceptions— 
u, for example, the victim’s 
family settled for blood 
money, the murderer must be 
freed, ^veu if convicted, 
Bhutto cotad have got away 
by negotiating blood money 
terms with the victim’s faiu- 
ly-, Actually, thou^ Islamic 
^istunenu have ocen intro¬ 
duced in Piddstan, they have 


not really been unplemented. 
The much publicised whip¬ 
ping was more an act of Pakis¬ 
tan's milita^ brutality than 
an exercise in Islamic punish¬ 
ment. Under Islamic law, the 
person who is floggmg is re¬ 
quired to carry a copy of the 
Koran under his arm. Since 
the Koran cannot be dropped 
in the process, this under¬ 
standably reduces the power 
of the lath. Moreover, there 
are inconsistencies (all gory) 
in the interpretations of the 
punishment between the 
majority Sunni sect and the 
minority (but powerful) Shia 
sect. Example: Shias agree 
that a thieTs hands should be 
cut off, but do not agree with 
Sunnis about where they 
should be cut. Shias argue 
that only the fingers should 
be chppped off, since the rest 
of the band will be needed for 
prayer. Amen. 


One mi 
another 


in*s meat it 
man’s sugar 



The economic gospel 
according to Egypt’s Anwar 
Sadat goes: If you can’t con¬ 
trol the exorbitantly high 
prices of meat, ban it. As we 
reported earlier, this is pre¬ 
cisely what he did in the be¬ 
ginning of September. End 
result of the gospel? Failure. 
The meat of course dis¬ 
appeared, but the prices of 
substitute foods went up, up, 
up. Eggs varnished from the 
marketaFinaUy on 8 October 
meat returned officially to 
the market, and at a much 
lower price. But the price had 


to come down because of the 
ban. It came down because 
the government (to save its 
face?) simply decided to Sub^ 
sidise the price. Then came 
further reporcussions. Trad¬ 
ers of other foods, seeing the 
harvest meatsellers were 
reaping, raised their prices: 
prices of cooking oQ and 
sugar shot up. Irate customers 
burnt down shops, and the 
government stepped in with 
more subsidies. The subsidy 
bill, already $.1 billion, con¬ 
tinues to go up. Come in, 
foreign aid. 


Come back, Nixon? 



And is all forgotten? There 
is, indeed a good chance that 
former President Richard 
Nixon might have a role to 
play in the US administration 
if fellow Republican and co¬ 
believer in the rightness of 
the right, Ronald Reagan be¬ 
comes the next President of 
the USA after the elections of 
4 November, Nixon himself 
has said that he could be of 
UM to Reagan as a counsellor 
gnd negotiator in foreign poli¬ 


cy affairs. Henry Kissinger 
and Alexander Haig, both 
stars of the Nixon administra¬ 
tion, are already top-level 
advisers to Reagan. If Nixon 
returns to power, one na¬ 
tion’s worries are over China 
has been upset at Reagan’s 
friendly overtures to Taiwim. 
If the men who created di¬ 
plomatic histoiy by goiim to 
China become Reagan’s fore¬ 
ign policy advisers, Peking 
misht have easier nighu. 
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Inside. Outside. 

They don’t build 
such grand lines 


More room to the 
Ashok 

You can't build a 
hotel as grand as the 
Ashok. Not anymore 
But you can add to it > 
And that's what the 
Ashok has done now 
there are 590 rooms 
that include 20 of the 
most lavish de luxe 



suites Each, a tribute 
to an era which put 
gracious living first 

Built to be a world 
in itself. 

The grandeur of the 
Ashok touches 
everything in it Ten 
hectares of landscaped 
grounds, so big it even 
accommodates a mini 



hotels on 
anymore. 

golf course The 
exclusive Supper Club 
and four other gourmet 
restaurants that serve 
the cuisines of the 
world. The poolside 
barbecue can host a 
thousand guests A 
shopping arcade that's 
the largest in India 
Convention facilities 
that are Asia's finest 
And, Its very own 
evening theatre that's 
a part of Delhi's cultural 
scene 

All of which simply 
means : they don't build 
hotels on such grand 
lines anymore 


li^The 

raAshok 

^^Group 

India's lar|^ hold than 
For further information 
write to 

The General Manager 
Ashok Hotel 
50 B Chanakyapuri 
New Delhi 110021 
Tel 370101 
Telex 031 2567 
Cables ASHOKA HOTEL 
New Delhi 
Ashok Reservation Service 
Delhi Tel 350070 

Cables CENTRES 
Telex 031 2468 
Bombay Tel 232722 
233343 

Cables TOURISM 
Telex 011-4171 
Madras Tel 88520 89672 
Cables TOURISM 
Telex 041 7262 
Calcutta Tel 440901 
440922 

Cables TOURISM 
Telex 021-2307 


Ashok Hotel 


One cxciliiig ^Yirkl after aivHhcr 

bKliaTbuiism DeVekipment Corporation 
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Gray Sowerby and Ken Lang¬ 
ley— both Canadians—were 
still hopeful of accomplishing 
their mission when Ashisn 
Rajadhyaksba met them in 
Bombay- Their Volvo had 
been seized by theCustoms in 
India—a serious setback to 
their plans of breaking the 
record for the fastest round- 
the-world tour by car. They 
had already covered roughly 
a third of their total route of 
26 , 43 miles and were 
stuck in Bombay because 
they had no money to pay 
duty for their 4-cylinder car. 
“We’ve managed to get spon¬ 
sorship from Volvo by keep¬ 
ing our costs down to the 
minimum—about $260,000— 
and this is iti The end of the 
road, if they insist on duty,” 
complained Langley, a stu¬ 
dent of law. “It’s Day 1 and 
Day 77 for us," said Sowerby, 
a driver by profession, refer- 


Pathological 

singer 
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Dr Viswanatha Natesa Bhar-' 
adwaj is a chief medical offic¬ 
er in the Indian Airlines. But 
nowadays he spends most of 
bus time in the recording 
rooms of film studios in Mad¬ 
ras, reports Arthur Pais. Dr 
Bharadwaj is trained in clas- 
iical singing and has had re¬ 
citals all over the country. 
However, he is convinced 
that he can make better use 
)f his talent in films. Hit first 
tong was for Adhiuy* Ragaai 
tvhlch he tang with the popu- 
sr Van! Jairam. He Iwt since 
recorded ten numbers and, 
'opet to bag a few Hindi 
•silgnmentt in the near fu- 
ura. Said Dr Bharadwaji 
When my grandmother used 
0. pour cold waiar on me in 
Vinter to wake me up, and 
hat too at five in the morn- 
ng, I used to get angry^ But 
low I approciate her etmem 
or my muHc tnainlniT 


LIVING 


Zootnliig away to glory 




ring to the 77 days in which 
they had hoped to cover a 
distance rou^ly equal to the 
circumference of the globe 
“They (the Customs) aren’t 
concerned with what hap¬ 
pened between that,” he 
added. 

The record which they were 
planning to break is that of 
Phileas Fogg’s, the fictional 
here of Around the world in 
80 days. Sowerby and Lang¬ 
ley appeared to have taken H, 
G. Weils quite seriously. And 
the time lost while dealing 
with the Customs in India did 
not seem to bother them. Said 
a none-too-modest Langley: 
“We did 600 km a day in the 
US. We travelled something 
like 1,S00 km on dirt roads in 
Australia at 60-70 kmph. The 
car is running like a top and 
we are going to find ourselves 
in the Guinness Book before 
the year is outl” 


The 

unborn stsu* 

The “final challenge" and the 
“last horse in the Raj Kapoor 
stable’’, the youngest son, Ra¬ 
jiv (Chimpu) Kapoor got him¬ 
self into a spot of trouble 
recently. On 14 September he 
drove out of Oberoi Towers in 
his car—‘drove out’, accord¬ 
ing to eyewitnesses, being a 
tame description of the blur 
that, swung on to Marine 
Drive—and drove into two 
cars belonging to Deepak 
Shah and Moosa Sheikh. No 
one was injured. Only the 
pride of the Kapoors suffered 
when the two gentlemen 
hauled Chimpu to the nearest 
police station. The matter 
was eventually settled, with¬ 
out the police. 


A word for all seasons 


‘Incognito’ is a popular word 
in Punjab these days, thanks 
to the novel functional 
methods adopted by some 
senior government officials 
It hit the headlines when 
Chief Minister Sardar Dar- 
bara Singh, a hard taskmas¬ 
ter, went on a mission against 
hoarders dressed in Kameer- 
patloon instead of his usual 
kurta-pyjama Soon ‘incogni¬ 
to’ was heard again, when 
chief secretary I C Pun went 
to Rajpura and stood in a 


queue for half an hour to buy 
a bag of cement. All very 
commendable, but in the 
whole process Punjab is 
doing serious damage to the 
English with its prolific and 
quaint use of the newly-learnt 
'incognito' Example protest¬ 
ing against the political cor¬ 
ruption in the state, many 
legislators recently urged the 
Chief Minister to replace his 
“incognito style of function¬ 
ing” with a more practical 
one 


Wrong foot In the park 
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The park, which once be¬ 
longed to the Scottish 
Orphanage School on Bom¬ 
bay’s Cadell road, was taken 
over by the municipal cor¬ 
poration in 1972, on the assur¬ 
ance that it would becomd a 
pqblic park. Nothing hap¬ 
pened, In August 19/7, the 
corporation began thinking of 
handing the park over to the 
adjoining National Hospital. 
Nothing happened again. Re¬ 
cently, the corporation, prob¬ 
ably not knowing what 
to do<decided to convert a 
third of it into a mortuary, an 
underground car park and a 
rivate, terraced garden. 


dents, including the principal 
of Scottish Orphanage School 
and former state minister 
Kashu Advanl, got together 
under the banner of Save 
Scottish Public Park Commit¬ 
tee (SPARKOM). Something 
might happen now. 
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also makes it safe fi ruet-f^i^l^ 
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C HDiTU is only following a 
tradition; his first child 
too is a girl. The top male 
stars, ri^t from Amitabh all 
have gins as their eldest chil¬ 
dren. And brother Dabbo&s 
second child too was a girl. 
And Dabboo is not sulking 
about it. This is the differ¬ 
ence bemeen the two 
brothers. Dabs is forever 
seeing the brighter side of 
life while Chintu is always 
looking around for a chance 
to mope. Hope Neetu’s sweet 
temperament will eventually 
tame this pessimist of a man. 

Zeenat Aman m a atiil from 
Qurbani. WUl this aueen of 
erotica now switch camps? 


W E know how Moushumi 
Chatterji (Chatter-ji) 
got her name. And readers 
too know the reasons well 
enoughi A few months ago 
during a shooting stint in a 
Calcutta studio, she deman¬ 
ded the use'of the make-up 
room which was used by 

i jftam Kumar. When the stu- 
So hands hesitated she is 
Ileged to have yelled that 
she was more famous than 
Uttam Kumar who was just a 
regional hero. The gracious 
Uttam let her use the make¬ 
up room. 

In a recent interview, 
Moushumi boasted that she 
keeps giving away her saris to 
her sister. We have read ab¬ 
out queens having so many 
dresses that they do not wear 
the same dress twice. Does 
Moushumi fall in die same 
“royal” cate^ry? She also 
feags of having sexy eyes 
Mmich can trap any man. 
Patch that slippery tongue 
before it traps you, 

Moushumil 




thatZeenarAmanmaydo 
a film wldi DevAaaad now 
wt she is finked with 
AbduUaband QurbuiL De¬ 
spite the success of Alt' Bab$ 
and Qurbani Zeenat is feet 
■1% rather insecure. This is 
where Dev Anaiui comes in. 
Even after stie Inoke up with 
^v, Zeenat haaintained diet 
would be at hb service 
V tuM. but can Dev Ansoid 
ipoverdMtfactdiatZewiat, , 
^ “disoovary” went to JW 


jpadmim Ao/A^ure's rela¬ 
tions with the Raj Kapow 
camp in general and Cltimpu " 
in pardcular. The Kapoors 
poclaim that th^ are ojne 
large family but Chimpu does 
not seem to agree. 

T\IPn NAVAL, the pretty 
jL/ newcomer with lots of ta¬ 
lent makes all her business 
phone calls from Guitar’s 
house. She arrives early in 
the morning and starts diall¬ 
ing her producers. Poor Gul- 
zar goes elsewhere to make 
his own calls. 

■f A TTVES of stars have to 
V V put up occasionally with 
their husbands’ tantrums. 
When the star goes through a 
lean period, the wife shares 
his despair. But once he 
makes it big, the success gets 
into his head and he starts 
thinking that he’s too good 
for her. Male Stars are also 
known to beat up their wives. 
The latest victim, according 
to neighbours, is Feroze 
Khan's wife, Mrs Sundari 
Khan. There are even 
rumours that she has walked 
out of the Khans’ mansion in 
disgust. Qurbani, inciden^- 
ly, u Feroze Khan’s first big 
hit. 
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khaasbaat 


A fter/. V.Sasiand 
Seema f/ot married at 
Mangadu temple, more film 
celebrities are being seen at 
the shrine. Surely starcro^ 
fans too will start patronising 
the templesoon. The temple 
authorities, we learn, went 
out of their way to persuade 
Sasi to wed Seema in their 
temple. And though Sasi 
wanted to have a quiet, pri¬ 
vate wedding, over a dozen 
stars turned up to greet the 
couple. If things work out 
well, the Mangadu temple 
ipay become as popular as the 
padapalani temple, which 
was also made popular by 
star patronage. 

■pvESPIXP what Pramod 
xJ Chakravartbjf has to say 
of /. V. Sasi and his troubled 
relationship with Shoma 
Aaaad, a number of re¬ 
spected heroines in the south 
are prepared to work with 
Sasi. Both Lakduni and Sri- 
vidya have done films with 
Sasi, and they are hoping to 
work with him again. 



THOUGH Tamilian by 
X birth, Lakshmi is more 
popular in Kannada films. 
And Makkala Sainya, the 
first film directed by her, is 
|doing excellent business in 
Karnataka. Its Tamil version 
was a success but the Kanna¬ 
da version is raking in even 
larger profits. 




Vaatbutha (Sheela has 
come of age) exclaims a popu. 
lar Malayalam producer- 
director whenever ageing ac- 
tressSheela*s name is linked 
with some young herol 


say that south Indian 


iT-lTl 


m Hindi films donT fancy 
marryinf men from the souths 
tyyjayaatldamla chose Dr 
BaU, Muffltu who*f from 
Hyderabad, ful fora SiadKi; 


and ffaheeda, also from 
Hyderabad, mairied a Pun¬ 
jabi Muslim. And Hama re¬ 
ceived the maagaiasucra from 
Dharmendra. Is Rekha now 
hoping fora mangalasutra 
from a Bengali? 

"nASNIKANT hopes that if 
Xa. his up-coming Tamil film 
TUlu Muflu clicks, he *11 get 
better roles. The film is 
adapted from the runaway 
Hindi hit GoJMaaJ,'and Ra- 
jni, who’s tired of pla^g the 
angry hero has TiJJu MuJlu 
uppermost in his mind. But to 
cast away the ima^e of an 
angry young man isn’t 
all that easy. You ask 
Rajnikant to pose for a 
picture, and im¬ 
mediately he puts on 
a macho expression! 


Preetha in a still 
from Thenir 




TAYASWDHA’S reluctance 
J to accept roles in Tamil 
films is understandable: pro- 
ducers-in Madras cough up 
only half the remuneration 
she gets in Andhra Pradesh. 
On the other hand, Roopa, 
who came to Tamil films after 
doing half a dozen Telugu 
films isn’t exactly desperate 
to sim Telugu films. Follpw- 
ing the unprecedented suc- 
^ cess of her Tamil film Oru 
L Talai Raagam, Roopa 
has received iterative 
• offers from Tamil 

producers. Though her 
subsequent film 
V, Vasantha AiaippugaJ 
enjoyed only mud 
^ succes^ her position 
^ remains steady. 
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The largest selling 
two-in-ones. 



Together 

they have outsoM 
iU the other 
tvvo-in>ones. 

The only choice 
you may need to make 
will be which Bush two-in-one to buy. 

Because we believe 
that It's always great 
to have a choice 
even between the best 

1)^ BUSH 

The N0.1 two4n-ones. 
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Q Sunday week 


l■glmlno 2 Novembir 

This WMk the Sun and Marcury art in Libre, Mara, Uranua and Naptuna ara aaaamblad In Scorpio, Katu la In Capricorn, Rahu la in 
Canoar, JupHar, Saturn and Vanua ara In Virgo Tha Moon will ba moving through Virgo and Libra from Lao 


e ARKS (Minb 21-Aprll 20) 

You will ba vary buay thia 
weak. Rnindally you will 
ba undar graat ttrain. Many 
of your profaaaional van- 
turaa may ba poatponad for a latar day. 
Thla la actually tha tima for planning out 
your future. Keep a watch on legal 
nrattara. Taka care In your daalinga with 
thoaa In authority Oo not ba guldad by 
Iritultlona Saak tha advice of an eldaiiy 
friend In mattara of importance Look 
after your health Good datat:3. 5 and 
6 Lucky numban: 2. 5 and 9 Favaurabla 
diractlon; South-waat 

a TAURUS (April 21>4llay 22) 
Thia weak you will ba faced 
with soma unforsaen prob¬ 
lems But you will find your¬ 
self mentally prepared to 
tackle these problems A journey id also 
signified You might have to go in ^ 
fresh loans You might incur medical 
expense as well Letters from distant 
places will bnng bad news Be tolerant 
and concentrate on your business Avoid 
getting into conflicts This is a good time 
for love and matnmonial affairs Good 
dales‘4,6 and 7 Lucky aumban.2,7 and 8 
Favourabls direction. North 

GfMWI (May 23-^na 21) 
Your financial condition will 
JM improve steadily this week 
Original ideas in business 
^ will bear fruit You will ar¬ 

rive at good decisions Womenfolk are 
advised not to write any confidential 
letters or sign on any offioal document 
this week The time is also favourable for 
matters of the heart Your domestic front 
will be peaceful Follow your hunches 
and do not be afraid to take reasonable 
nsks in connection with your profession 
Good datai: 2,3 and 4 Lucky numban; l, 
B and 10 Favaurabla diractlon: East 

CANCER (June 22-July 
22)You wilt enjoy a fair me- 
asure of good fortune and 
success thia week Your 
industry and Initiative will 
be rewarded. You m^ht, however, suffer 
some disappointment In love or domestic 
matters You are advised not to get into 
disputes especially with partners Do not 
take unnecessary risks. Translate plans 
into notion. Keep up your corrMpond- 
enoe with friends In cHstsnt places as this 
will be to your benefit. GoM dslts; 3,4 
and S. Utky iwniNn; 4. S and 7. 
Fdvs snHH s tHrssOsa: South 


S UO (July 23—August 22) 

Utere wifi be benefldaf 
changes In your business 
this week You will also 
gain flnanclally Excesslvo 
sodallalng will be an unnecessary waste 
of time. This is not the time for love 
affairs. Your domestic front may be the 
source of some anxiety. You are advised 
to keep a strict eye on your purse Donot 
plan new ventures now Conserve your 
resources for the weeks ahead A letter 
from a friend will bring good news Good 
dator. 2.3 and 4 Lucky numbari: 1,2 and 
9 Favourable direction; North 

S VIRGO (August 23—Saptam- 
bar 22) This week will prove 
good, provided excess ex¬ 
penditure and unworthy 
friends are avoided Finan¬ 
cially this 18 a difflcult time Courtship and 
marriage are well signified You will also 
be forced to make unexpected changes 
in your plans You are advised to ex- 
ercisetact while doing this Pay attention 
to property matters and domestic affairs 
Look after your health and also the health 
of an elderly family member Good dates: 
3, 4 and 5 Lucky numban. 2, 9 and 11 
Favourabls diracHon: East 

S URRA (September 23—Octo¬ 
ber 22) Domestic and love 
affairs are well signified Ihia 
week You will also enjoy a 
fair measure of success in 
your profession this week A secret 
'fnendship or assoaation will be to your 
benefit There will be changes for the 
better in your profession You mighL at 
the same bme, incur medical expenses 
You are advised to stay clear of disputes 
Take full advantage of the opportunities 
that come your way Good datei* 3,5 and 
7 Lucky numbers: 3, 6 and 9 Favourable 
direction- North-west 

SCORPIO (Oetobar 23- 
^ Nevembor 21) Social activl- 
ties will progress well this 
^ week Sports and specula¬ 

tive ventures are well signi¬ 
fied A chaAge of place or job is also 
likely. Family members will acquire-new 
cloUias Differences with your colleague 
are likely to be patched up You are 
advised to keep away from bad com¬ 
pany, worthless friends and extravagant 
venkirea. Be careful in your perusal of 
official documents and legal papers 
Good dstot: 2,3 and 4 Lucky numbers; 2^ 
3 and 7- FavouiiblB direction: west 


GAOiTTARtUt (November 
22-4)acofflber 22) This is a 
good week in many re- 
specls Your financial con¬ 
dition will Improve steadily 
Much social activity and sound health are 
also signified You will have to be pre¬ 
pared to share the problems of a dose 
friend or relative A new friendship will 
develop by the end of this week. Love 
and matrimonial affairs make steady 
progress You are advised not to let 
your emotions overrule common sense 
Goads dates; 3,6 and 7 Lucky numban: 4, 
6 and 8 Favourabls dirsction: North-east 

CAPRICORN (December 23— 
Jsnosiy 20) Despite minor 
misunderstandings with 
those in authority, your 
affairs wilt progress well 
this week Some womenfolk may cause 
anxiety dbt others will contribute to your 
well-being The time is favourable for 
property dealings and speculative ven¬ 
tures Use your intuitions in planning the 
future Rely on the advice of a close 
friend in matters relating to the heart You 
might have to undertake a pumey GoM 
dates 2,4 and 6 Lucky numban- 4,7 and 
9 Favonrsbie direction South 

AQUARiUS (January 21— 
I, ' Fabrusry 10) This week is 
good for completing un- 
finished work You wHI be 
helped in this task by a- 
member of the opposite sex Financial 
gam through inhentance or lottery is 
likely Look after your health which is 
bound to cause you some anxiety Oo not 
take unnecessary nsks Avoid gambkng 
and speculative investment Your 
domestic front will be happy Love and 
matrimony are well signified Good dsist: 
3 4 and 6 Lucky numben l, 9 and 10 
Favourable dlrecllent- North and East 

PISCES (Febniary 20—March 
20) You may have to go m 
for fresh loans this week 
However your business 
activittes are well signified 
You might face opposition from those in 
authority but you will overcome this A 
secret matter will make steady progress 
and will be the source of great happiness 
to you You may have to undertake a 
Journey in connection with your work 
Oflsd dates; 3, 5 and 8 Lucky numbers: 3, 
9 and 10 Favourable direction North 

M. B, RAMAN 
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To see a smile light up the eyes of a child, to 
give your family a long planned holiday- 
these are the little joys that give life meaning 
Today While you are young and can save 
some money start a NIrantara Depoalt with 
Canara Bank A sum of money, no matter 
how small, deposited either every month, or in 
a lumpsum, makes an additional source of 
income for the rest of your life Canara Bank 
soon starts paying tack the amount to you 
Month after month, year after year Forever 
Money for luxuries, money for happiness 
Money to retire comfortably on A never 
ending source While your capital stays intact, 
for the day you want a lumpsum 

Canara Bank's farsighted Nlnntan PepotR 
IS for young people who want more out of life 

Drop in at your nearest Canara Bank branch 
for details Our other special schemes are 
Kamadhenu, VIdyanMhI and taWtahema. 
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Whv do most drivers insist on the 
Dnnlop G49 Hl-P for traffie like this? 
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chess 


KnklMM (BIMk) 



BodBfW (WMI») to 

PoMon atlpf Blaek’t MM atom* 


TTw only move to hoM his passsd 
pawn.bulonsmo«oisonou(^ HBIaeknow 
IriM to dWodgs ths knight with 20 . 
P-B 4 thsrs ooniM 21 . N-N 5 . N-K 1 . 22 
O-NS-i- P-B 6 . 23 . OxNP with a mating 
attack. 

20 .. ,P-Mto A otirioua mova whosa onh 
visitola point is 21 . 8 xP. O—RS; 22 B—B 4 . 
N—NS with a strong countar-attack 

21 . n-oai. pu.Na; ja. p^-oimi r-obi; 
23 . PxP Good, but maytM 23 P—RS was 
avsn strongar 

23 .. .., P X P; 24 . B aVI Finally accapting tha 
bait 

24 .. .., O—R 52 Ovsitooking a naw alsmanl 
in the position. (DMORAM). 

28 . OxBl For If 26 . .. PxQ. 26 RxR+ 

K—N 2 , 27 P —07 makos a new quaan 
2 Su.... O X B; 28 . R X OBP. I 4 -B 3 ; 27 . R X Nl 
Another tad blow— 27 . , CxR; 28 

P —07 Black could resign hare 
27 . . . .. R-OI; 28 . N-BB-f K-B 1 ; 28 
P-KR 3 , PMaR 4 : 30 . 0 -N 8 , R-RI; 31 
P —07 Reaigna Tha OP worked wonders 

MICHAEL STEAN 


bridge 


Co8l afloctiva diasa 

Tha growth of a naw generation of cheat 
players hat startad Ow growth of a new 
generation of chaastournamenla Theaaare 
ths Swiss Master tournaments, ao called not 
out of any geographical connaotion. but 
because th^ are master toumamants' 
played under the Swiss System, a system by 
which a relatively large number of paopla 
can colnpats over a relatively small number 
of rounds without anyone having to bear the 
humiliation of being knocked out 

It w doubtlaas no colncidenoe that the 
players and the tournaments have evolved 
almost concurrently, though it is mors 
dilficull to decide which is the causa and 
which the effect. Possibly neither Is tha 
result of either but both are symptoms ol 
the increasing commercial sponsorship in 
the game There are certain analogies hare 
with the growth of limited-over cricket 

Tha one-day game was rwt eng in ee r e d 
specifically i^ the players, nor did it in Itself 
produce any new generation of cricketsr. 
but it came about ^ the need of cricket to 
make Itself more attractiva to potential 
sponsorship. Similarly chess has always 
suffered from a short^ of funds, and the 
Swiss Master tournament is- ^ moSt 
economteai way ol running an event ol 
iniemalionai status. 

Certainly these tournaments have been a 
great success The two major ones in tha 
chess calendar, the Lloyds Bank Masters 
and the Aaronson Masters have attracted 
strong International entrfas and produced a 
lot of exciting chess I give an example 
taken from last year's Lloyds Bank event 


WhMs. Botlerill. Black; Kraidman 
King's Indian Onlenoe. 4 Pawns Attack. 

I . ?_o«. H-iCBB; 2 . P-QB 4 . P-OB 4 ; 1 . 
P-fl 6 , P-OS; 4 . M-QB 2 . P-KIO; 8 
P-IM, B-Wh 8 B-«. 9-fh 7 . P-B 4 
Mors normal hero Is 7. N-B3 laaiBng to a 

slow poeltienal struggM With |he move 
ptaysd Bottarm staers the game into the 4 
pawns attack, one of tha sharpest variations 
against the Kina Indian Datonips. 

P-QR 2 ; 8 P-ORk, P-IC 8 ; 8 

18 BPiP. n-tci: 11. P-88 Asharp thrust 

leading 1» 8 ptowt sacrlfioa, well krwam 

withoulBto moves.... P-CIR3 and P--pf^ 

II. .. , PxP; 18 PxJ8 I^^J8 
NxKPs 18 B-«IA aiM22! 18 B-081 
This iMMrn glfiM WMla akong oompensa- 

18 .. "• 


Holding 

8AKQJ107 
B 02 
♦ A K 
8 A K S 


You Open Two Clubs and over the expected 
Two Diamonds you rebid Two Spades Part¬ 
ner bida Three Hearts It Is tempting to go to 
Stx Spades, sithough one knows from 
experience that while partners somefatnes 
have what they promise, they eeldom tiave 
whet one hopM. 

Dealer. South Qavne all 

8 64 

B K J 10 9 7 

♦ 6 4 3 

8975 


8 3 

ti A ^ 

♦ O J 10 9 5 
8 J 10 6 3 2 


N 

W E 
S 


8 98 $2 
B A 6 S 4 
♦ 872 
8 0 8 


8 AKOJ107 
B 02 
♦ A K 
8 A K 4 

South hopad to find his partnar with 9 x x 
of spades - even 9 x might be enough - or 
one of tha minor suit Queens Finding none 
of these good things, he gave up too soon 
Yet the contract carmol be dafaated after 
the lead of ♦ 0 South should win, draw 
trumpa. and caah the minor suit winners 
arriving at this position 


8 — 

B K J 10 9 

♦ 6 


8 — 

B 83 

♦ J 

8 J 10 


N 

W E 
S 


8 10 7 
B 02 

♦ — 

8 4 


8 — 

B A 6 54 

♦ 8 
8 — 


Declarer leads the 2 or hearts to dummy's 
9. East, obwkMSly. must hold off. South lufB 
the third diamond and exits with a heart 
forcing Eset to prsaent tkimmy wNh another 
trick In hearts 


Piectsleii BWfwg tor Eveiyeito. by Chenes 
Goran and C C. VM (Robert Hale. £4 96), 
oontaint an acknmvladoamant to Ron 
Andersen, who, one i wiepec t i. is ths aftsc- 
Uve author. The book Is a tpaar end satMkile 
aeoouiN of Itie ayraun. though I found Ufa 
Americ an i ns kRa rio a on haid-rmd-isat futea 
eimie oRipuitlna. ' 

FERENCE REESE 


stamps 



The Farde Islands, noilh-wsst of ttis Shet- 
lands, have bean part of the Danish king¬ 
dom since 1380 and thoy did not hevo 
distinctive stempa until 19M. whan British 
Forcss saiasd ihs wlands to fomsWI a 
German occupation. Tha 1840 issue oort- 
siSted simply of oidinaty Danish stamps 
surcharged with new values in 8re. tosusd in 
small numbers, these provisional stamps 
are rxMv very scarce. After die British widv 
drawal Danmh stamps were again in usa 
until 1975, when the Far6ae began iaauing 
stamps of their own Featuring local views, 
fishing voa s els and wHd birds, these iaauae 
have become very popular Tha latest seriaa 
oomprisss five stamps showing wild 
flowers, among them lady's manUa on this 
4-kroner stunp 'The new sense has been 
designed by a Fardes sriM. Bardur Jataipe- 
son. arxf printed in Potsnd. Tha Fardes Post 
OWoe runs its own phiMtofic servlcs to 
provxto col l ectors with leaftsts des cri bi n g 
nsw issuss. mint stamps and NiM-day oov- 
srs Ths address Is- Frimerfciadsildin, Post- 
vsik Faraya, 3800-ToiBhavn, Farbs Islands. 

C. W HILL 


quiz 


QUESTIONS 

1 Morphology refers to the systematic 
study of the structure of living thin(». 
Who was responsible for coining me 
word’ 

2 Who was the founder of the Arye 
Samaj’ 

3 On 1 January 1979, a new system of 
spelling Chinese names tn English 
was introduced by 9ie Chinese gov¬ 
ernment m news reports sent abi^. 
What IS the name given to the this 
system’’ 

4 Whht IS the Holocene Epoch? 

5 Who IS Kamban’ 


amieiepi iiujbi jo sauo|B em jo euo si 
leg) uieod e u{ iiujbi oio> BUBABuiBb 
etjj paiBisuBj) BH leod (luiBi v 'S 
Ajojsiu s.iijiee sig jo sieeA o(X)'Oi. 
)SB| eii) ^aiBUiixojdcle 6uueM» ‘aiuq 
|8pi6o|oeo JO |BAja)ui iseiei eip si it 
lueoau eu) SB oj peuejej seuiiiaujos 7 
•eseutijo 

u| ,uoqduo8U8J), sueeui p ‘BuiAuicj 'C 
gBASBies epueusAea 
Aq SZBl ui pepimoj sem leuies Z 
einiejeiii jo sejonj 
ledns emJO euo '(zc8i-67Z)) «<4)«oO 
uOA BubSjioaa 'I90d ueuueo aqi i 
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CINTHOL 

SOAP AND TALC 

The perfect partners for deodorant 
protection—a bath with Cinthol Soap 
and a sprinkling of Cinthol Talc— 
to take you to great heights of freshness. 

CINTHOL 
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2 CINTHOl 
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A MADHYA PRADESH newspapet re¬ 
cently conducted an interestinR survey. 
A simple question was put to Ministers, 
MLAs and teachers in Bhopal and In¬ 
dore. The query was: 'Who is the Union 
Education Minister?’ Only 12 of the 43 
MLAs approached—or 28 per cent— 
could name him correctly as “Shankara- 
nand.” Of the eight Ministers polled 
only three could answer. As many as 11 
of the 12 former Ministers who were 
approached were non-plussed. So also 
were all the four women legislators Not 
(0 know the name of a Union Minister 
y not be too great a disaster But 
orance of the Madhya Pradesh politi¬ 
cians IS more pervasive For instance 
though most Congress (I) leaders swear 
by Mis Gandhi’s 20-point economic 
programme they would be hard put to 
recount what they actually aie In fact, 
during the Emergency the then Chief 
Minister, Mr S C. Shukla, posed this 
question at a crowded party meeting. To 
Its dismay he could find only two party 
workers who knew the answer—The 
Times of India (S. M. Nematullah, 
Patna) 

KADUR: Hold all classes with a 'face 
all’ teacher in a single room—that is 
■ ural education at the primary level at 
present. The Chaturmuka Brahma 
stands in the middle of the room and is 
tortually on musical chairs teaching 
tour classes in a single room. By virtue 
jf his position he is centre of attraction 
gravity?) with a difference—he physi¬ 
cally gyrates on his own axis so as to be 


'iAIROBI: Indian pop singer, Usha 
Jthup, suffered two broken ribs after 
>emg attacked by a drunk at a casino 
tere on Monday (September 22) ni^t 
L bedridden Usha said she waa standing 
the mgin gite of the International 
•asino here talking to two friends when 
■he saw a scuffle going on outside, 
iuddenly one of the persons involved in 
he. scuffle came up fO her and hit,her. 


prize rs 30 for the entry given first 

» ■ ' - 

accessible to all students of all the four 
classes. Leave alone being the centra) 
force, he is a hold-all task force himself. 
He is the headmaster, the clerk, the 
peon and everything of the institution. 
Of course, he is the Atlas of rural 
education—he bears the burden of 
teaching arts, science and what not 
Besides himself doing physical exer¬ 
cises in the sinde chamber of four 
classes, he coaches the students in 
physical education. Such is the state of 
rural education, observed Mr Tham- 
maiah,- MLA at a rafulc-level function on 
the Teachers’ Day—Indian Express (C. 

S. N. Murthy, Bangalore) 

COIMBATORE: Three teenage girls of 
Peelamedu near here, allegedly com¬ 
mitted suicide by jumping into a well, 
unable to bear the prospect of separa¬ 
tion consequent on the marriage of one 
of them a week ago. The bodies of the 
girls, reported missing since Tuesday (2 
September) were found in the well by 
police and handed over to their rela¬ 
tives after a post-mortem According to 
the police the bond of friendship be¬ 
tween the three—Sivagami (19), Indrani 
(16) and Krishnaveli (16)—was so strong 
that they decided a separation among 
them as a result of the marriage of 
Sivagami could not be borne Police said 
that the bodies were found floating with 
each girl holding the hands of the others 
and their sans tied together—The 
Statesman (S. Joshi, New Delhi) 

CUDDAPAH: Tongues are their tools 
So a majority of the teachers of the 
Government College for Women here 
went on a “tongue down” strike on j 
Wednesday (17 September) to register 
their protest against whd( they alleged 
as failure of the government to act on 
their representation They said they had 
represented to the government several 
limes against the principal of the col¬ 
lege but their grievances were not even ^ 
enquired into so far The principal when j 
contacted by PTI said she could not ! 
understand the reason for the “tongue , 
down" strike, but would meet the 
teachers and try to sort out their prob 
leras—Deccan Herald (Kishore Kumar 
B. N, Bangalore) 


The others attacked her friends “1 did 
not scream but I was worried about my 
friend, Anita When I found that that 
she was OK, I managed to walk to my 
house and then collapsed,” he said. 
Police have arrested one of the alleged 
assailants, believed to be a South- 
Korean. Usha said she had missed a 
show for the first time in her career. 
—The Statesman 


without comment 


Even if a man looks at a woman who 
is his own wife (lustfully) he would 
commit adultery—Pope John 

Why must a Hindi writer wear rags, 
drink country liquor and eat ant' 
rori?-Kamaleshwar interviewed in 
Onlooker 

Indian (film) audiences have never 
been allowed to grow up—Shyam 
Senegal in India Today 

Pahadia: joke of a chief minister— 
Headline in B/i'r^ 

The Congressd) is not a pai^ at alL 
It is a one-leader or^njsation— 
Shared Pawar interviewed in Cur¬ 
rent 

Whatever we do, we are not going 
to tell the press—Indira Gandhi’s 
reply to a question whether In^a 
was mediating between Iran and 
Iraq to end the war 

The “discourtesy” shown to Mr San- 
jeeva Reddy was a clear indication 
of the Soviet Union’s displeasure 
over India’s unwillingness to ditto 
100 per cent the Soviet action in 
Afghanistan—L K. Advani’s com¬ 
ment on President Brezhnev’s abs¬ 
ence at President Reddy’s dinner in 
Moscow 

The only crisis is that while (our) 
society IS healthy, it is ruled by a 
terribly sick and awfully ill govern¬ 
ment—Chandra Shekhar, Janata 
party president 

If there was a referendum in Afgha¬ 
nistan fodav, 99 per cent of its 
people would vote against the 
Soviet presence—Kuldip Nayar in 
Indian Express 

I am ready to die or ready to ride a 
donkey if the government wants— 
Morarj: Desai 

1 do not think 1 am a funny writer— 
Eusybee, humourist 

I do not see whv workers need a 
union at all—what are we here for 
then?—A Tata executive quoted in 
Debonair 

1 take (an) injection only when 
I go abroad—Indira Gandhi 

Thefts are going out of fashion now, 
because the ruffians can easily 
commit dacoities with impunity 
even during daytime—Jagjivan 
Ram 

I write poetry in a language which 
is exotic—not as exotic as Gujera- 
ti—but still exonc—Czeslaw Milosz, 
Polish nobel prizewinner for litera¬ 
ture 


_____i 

l a abfogd __ ^____ 
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CASH, COAL,CASINO 

MR K D MALVIYA, former pet 
roleum minister and senior Con 
vessman, has written an interest 
ing letter to the PM m which he has 
said that Arab petrodollars can be 
available for investment in our 
country—if we are agreeable to one 
condition He wrote that he has 
been approached by one Aiab 
group which is willing to invest 
between 500 and 1,000 million dol¬ 
lars in the country on coal develop¬ 
ment projects in our country—if 
the government allows this group to 
open a casino in India 


PUBLIC MONEY, 
PRIVATE RELIEF ‘ 

THE Yuva Janata is up in arms 
against the minister of state for 
agriculture, R B Swaminathan 
they have alleged, in a letter to the 
PM, that Mr Swaminathan misused 
government machinery and min 
isterial facilities duiing his son’s 
mairiage on 22 September in Mad 
ra. According to tne Yuva Janata, 
the minister took many of his staff 
bv air to Madras to help in the 
teicmonv The names that have 
been mentioned are B Vinavakam, 
personal seciotary Shankar 
Narayan Sha-ikar Pandiyan and 
Govind Rdjiu, all personal assis 
tants And all went at the expense 
of the government oi India On 
otticidl files It is shown that these 
people went to Madias on irnpor 
tant government work 


MP EXTRAORDINARY 

MRS Ushd Milhotra, Congress (I) 
member ot *he Rajya Sabha recent 
ly tkcied horn Himachal Pradesh 
IS no ordinary MP Sue is the wife of 
the eiij-intei in chiif of the 
Himachal Pradesh public work' de 
partment, Mr H C Malhotra, who 
IS also the all powerful secretary of 
the Himachal government’s PWD 
and the secrc tary m charge of the 
state’s housing board Mrs Malhot 
ra made her debut in Pailiament 
thanks to the votes of the Janata 
defectors who are 'he mainstay of 
the Congress(I) government in 
Himachal Pradesh But her arrival 
in New DelhS heralded many 
changes among the Himachal PWD 
officers working in Delhi on the 
new Himachal guest house coming 
up at Sikandra road Before Mrs 
Malhotra came to the capital the 
Himachal PWD unit there nad only 



DISCIPLINE FIRST 

WHY did Rdm S«vak Choudhdrv 
resign from the general secret 
aryship of the Congress (1) in such 
haste and secrecy?Reportedly for 
three reasons First, he mishandled 
the Channa Reddy affair, telling 
the press too much The second and 
third reasons involve two other 
chief ministers Congress (I) dissi 
dents in Rajasthan and Haryana 
had submitted memorandums 
against Jagannath Pahadia and 
Bhdjan Lai, respectively, complain 
mg ot coiruption Enquiiies bv the 
high command revealed that 
Choudhary had encouraged them 
too much Whether their charges 
were trut or not seems besides the 
point 


one jeep Now it ilso has an Ambas 
sadot car, HPS 2091, which was 
sent to Delhi for the “top brass” of 
the Himachal PWD only after the 
election of the new Rajya Sabha 
members earlier this year That is 
nor dll Throwing all conventions to 
the winds, the Himachal PWD men 
working in Delhi have been paying 
undue attention to the upkeep of 
the bungalow allotted to the MP, at 
Seven Teenmurti Marg This house 
will be the envy of all junior minis 
ters and senior MPs after the 
Himachal PWD unit (workmg at the 
Sikandra road guest house, but now 
temporarily diverted to the MP’s 
house) IS through with its work 
While the possession of the house 
was taken oy Mrs Malhotra some¬ 
time back, till mid-October she con¬ 
tinued to live in the Himachal guest 
house at Greater Kailash, her 
house, meanwhile, was being 
’readied’ at Teenmurti Marg. 


POLICE PROTEST 
AGAINST MP CM 

MADHYA Pradesh chief minister 
Arjun Singh has now achieved the 
distinction of being the first of the 
current Congress(I) CMs to face a 
hostile police demonstration On 2 
October he had promised to go to 
Sidhi district to inaugurate the 
function of the local branch of the 
police association at 9 am sharp, 
the invitation had come from Mr 
lagdish Prasad Shukla, president 
of that branch The CM did go to 
Sidhi on that dav, but for some 
reason did not attend that police 
function, and instead went on 
straight to Devsar Angered by this 
shoddy behaviour, more than 300 
policemen along with more than 
100 government'servants got onto 
trucks and went to Devsar where 
thoy gheraoed the CM and deman¬ 
ded a public apology from him 
Slogans like “Arjun Singh murda 
baa'" and Arjun Sin^ wapas jaol” 
were raised But what was more 
sei lous was that the local police, in 
sympathy with their angry compat¬ 
riots, withdrew security arrange¬ 
ments, and angry policemen seized 
the police wireless and captured 
the Sidhi police headquarters The 
demonstration continued for nearly 
half an hour CM Arjun Singh could 
leave Devsar only after a public 
apology 

TAILPIECE; This, we promise you, 
18 not a fabrication. This is the 
address of a public sector undertak¬ 
ing in Delhi: Delhi Elacttic SuppJy 
Undartakiag, Rajghtt Power 
Houie. Ptaubricttdd BuUdlag, 
New Delhi. 

0 E. NiZAMUDOtN 











Centralcard—8 new convenience 
card from Central Bank. The 
first of Its kind to be launched by 
a nationalised bank. 

Whether you are out on business, 
shopping or just dining out, 
Centratoard makes it convenient 
for you. Because you don't have 
to pay cash down. 

You can use it at hotels, 
restaurants, retail and department 


stores... in fact at a number of 
Member Establishments in all ; 
important cities in the country. 

Be a Centralcard holder. Oiscover' 
a new way of life. 

e 

Foi fgrtlier infoimanen, get in touch 
wnh Centralcard, Central Bank ol India. 
Kaaiuri Building. J- Tata Road, 

Bombay-400 020 

Phone: 242312. 242331 Telex-6929 


Centrokanl Carry it wheraver you go. 

CcHnlrcil Bonk of bidia 



<A GOaatnniani o< Ineia Umhiitaiiiiig) 
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Dinesh blends , , .. 

colour psychology into mens clothing. 
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You don’t have to 
punish nylon 
to make it come clean 



You don't have to beat 
the living daylights out of nylon. 

It shrugs off dirt removes 
stains virithout strain. 

It's the easy care, easy wear fabric. 
The everyday fabric for everyday people. 

Nylon lasts and lasts. 

So you can be smart about looking smart. 
Yes, nylon makes sense. 

And when it comes to nylon, nothing 
makes better sense than Nirlon. 







r | makes the best use of njion 

-the peopled febric 

Niikn S^tbetic Fibres ft Qxmicats LimMed^Bo^ 
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Snap up all the fun coming your 
way at picnics, parties, birthdays, 
holiday trips. It costs less than 
rou think. And it's fun all over again 
when you've kept it all with 1.“®^ 
a “Clickl" Keep a Click handy. Contact 
vour nearest Agfa-Gevaert dealer. 
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The aim-aiHl'Shoet camrae 


1st for every thiny in photogrsphics 
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A range of male perfumes In smart new packs. 

Created for the few who can take the excitement The demanding male.. 
Tantalizing sharpness of the After Shave or lingering romance of Lavender. 
And the quick freshness of Cologne for an evening out after a long day 

HI . From the makers of 

it's Si for men Voodoo perfumes 

SPREDAROMA PRIVATE LIMITED P-15. New C.l.T. Road Calcutta 700073 
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“Why did 1 
choose a Godrej 
I’m an engineer 
I know all about 
refrigerators.” 



•“a layman can be easily confused 
bv features Every refrigerator maker 
claims some feature or tl« other 
That's why I did a bit of finding out 
for myself I looked into every little 
detail—compressor specifications, 
efficiency, product dos gn, 
ruaaedness. finish and reliability 
Only then did I buy the Godrei 

I could have done this the 
levman's way-by trusting the name 

Both ways, there's only one 
refrigeiator for me-Qodrei 

trust the Godrej 






“What can you say of the Eagle GsrpOll?” 



















hichisyour 
probleni area? 



Whatever your problem Sullworker 
can get you back in shape. Results 
in only 14 days or you don't pay a 
paisa. It doesn't matter if you are' 
16 or 60, fighting fit or out of 
condition. Bullworker will make 
these differences. 

'/tW “ 





BuHwork^r g§ti Yourchait wtflda^ Thhi wtak armt grow 

ihoutdtrs back fban andoxpana strong 


a Thin, weak arms grow solid 
and strong 

a Your chest will deepen and 
expand 

a Your stomach will firm. 



IT'S EASY WITH 


Yoyr ttomaefi wW 
tftm and Urm 


BULLWORKER 


PGET RESULTS IN ONLY 14 DAYS OR PAY NOTHING 
All it takas is 5 mlniltas a day- you a challenga Try th# Bullwt 
indoors, outdoors, at homo or kar for 14 days, put m a fair 
in tho oHleo. No weight, no mlnutea a day H you can't a 


karbolls, no pullsyo, no long 

I iipotitiva oxarcisas. 

IT'S QUICK WITH 
BULLWORKER 

See tha eomplata atep-by step 
meihod illuiualed in action 
photos in the booklet that is yours 
(res whan you take tha Bullwor- 
ksr for a free 14-day horns trial. 
This radically new invention da 
velopad for training Olympic 
athletes la totally unlike any exer¬ 
cise device you've aver seen. The 
Bullworkar's Powermeter lets you! 
see and maaeure your incraased 
strength at a glance 

^ build real muscles fast 

■ After just two woeke you'll be 
able to eeo the improvemerit In 

1 your mirror You'll be astonishad 
by your new strength end fitness 
Your muscles will be firm and hard 
ACCEPT THIS CHALLENGE 
We're so sure that Bullworker con 
change your life we want to offer 


you a challenge Try tha Bullwor¬ 
ker for 14 days, put in a fair S 
minutes a day If you can't see 
and measure tha improvement 
within 14 days, just return the 
Bullworker to us We can't be 
fairer than that It s up to.you to 
accept the challenge Give it a 
go Rejoin the ranks, of the phy¬ 
sically fit, simply by potting tha 
coupon now to. 

MAIL ORDIR SALES PVT LTD 
Mehta Mahal IB Mathew Read 
Bombay too 004 

BUaWORKER RS. 284 



•SportB thvt 
•CarrytngCMt 




Alto AVAIUBLt 
AT KAOINd BPORT SHOPS 


■■BIBIMAIL 'THIS FREE TRIAL ORDER TOOAYM 


fl MAIL ORDER SALES FVT LTD ' 

8 MihIa Mahal IE MathtH Read.Bsnbay-tDO 01)4 

8 4 Pleats rush me BULLWORKER for 14 day FREE HdME 
trial If I am not complalalydeflghted with the fetults, I 
may return everything by txpiry of trial period for immediate 
I refund (lata poataga and forwarding charges) SY-4C 

S FItatt tick □ apprapriala tax 
n Send by Registered Pott Parcel I em vending Re 784 
. (plus Re. 30 p a f) by Cheque/DrslUl.P 0„'N| 0 No . 

I dt.. 

o Send by V.P.P, I promise to psy poetinsn Re 284 on 

S BstlvtiY^ . , 

Sports Shirt Sipes. O Small 0 Large O Msdium. j 

Nems-.......1 


I Address:. 


-Ilsnsiuts: 
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Remember vdien you had 
a toothache and grandma 
made it better with Clove Oil? 
Your dentist uses it even today! 

«*Proiiiise 

the imiaue toothpaste 
with time-tested 
Clove Oil _ 


-jnBALSARA 

^fon MootaN AIDS 
fcgjTQ ■fTTW LtVWO 


V why nobody* 
(■tfiouqltofit 
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'This Is wbat New Promise with Clove Oil does: ' 

B ^ Freshens 

Helps protect I | the mouth 

against I I B** and prevents 

tooth decay. bad breath ^ 

Healthier teeth and gums, fresher breath. 
That'^ a promise. 

“Ask your dealer about the 
specie! promise offer“ ^ 
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Now! 

Central Bank introduces 
one-thousand-rupee 
travellers cheques 


The safe, conveaient way of 
carrying big money around- 
or keeping it. 



SAFE: Your signature will be on the cheques and only 
you can encash them. Sign in front of the cashier of any 
nationalised bank and you will recdve the cash immediately. 
(Alto encashable at well-known sh^, department stores, 
hotels, airlines and at important railway stations). 


Currency notes may attract thieves—ttavellen cheques 
won't. Abo, if you lose the cheques you can get your 
money back from the issuing branch. 


CONVENIENT: Much better to carry or keep one 
travellers cheque of Rs.iooo than ten notes of Rs.ioo. 


Also, there u no chaige. And no time limit for ^ 
encashing the cheques. 


Centnd Bank issues travellers cheques of Rs.500 
and R1.100 too. 



Canircil Bank of India 

A Government of India Undettal(in| 

The bank that moves out to pec^e and places 


MAOtUS/Cai, 3-80 
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On the night of 3 October Chabirani the young wife of an Orissa 
journalist Nabakishore Mahapatra was gang raped and killed 
near Biridi village in Cuttack district of Orissa Among the 
accused are two local Congressfl) leaders who have since been 
expelled from the party It is now clear that Chabirani was raped 
and murdered because her husband had exposed the rackets of 
local politicians and bureaucrats An in depth investigation by 
TOOSHAR PANDIT and SWARUP JENA Pane 16 


After Independence our leaders initially tried to •maintain a 
facade of public morality But since the mid-Seventies all 
pretences have been shed The hypocrisy inherent in our 
Victorian morality has been laid bare There is now one set of 
standards for the people and another for the ruling family says 
DRASHOKMITRA Page 34 


Why was Sanjay Gandhi s 
secretly demolished samadhi at 
Shantivana in Delhi recently 
occupied by angry Youth Con- 
gre3S(l) workers‘> Exclusive pic¬ 
tures of the 'occupation" 

Page 40 
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Picture of Chabirani Mahapatra is by Prasanta Kumar Patnaik and 
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Editor M J Akbar 


"Until you (JiacArd all labels and preconditiontng, India will not 
reveal ftsatf India is unlike anye^iare else ' writes Prune 
MVifster Indira Gandhi in Bwned India, whose text complements 
Jean>MH>fs Nou's photographs We pubitsh exclusive extracts 
andf^raairqmEfema/ffMiia Pagalt 
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An old faithful bows out... 

Remember mother’s old steam cooker? 
And the hours it took to cook? 

Bajaj helps make all that a thing of the past. 
Baja] pressure cookers save you time, 
fuel and money. Because they cook faster And retain heat better. 

Due to their extra thick body gauge. 

Not just on the base, but throughout. So they last longer, too. 

In addition, the wide-mouthed design 
makes for more space. ■ Bajaj pressure cookers 
are available in a range of sizes. All made 
to the strictest IS specifications. As well as to Bajaj's own 

demanding standards. Backed by stringent quality control. 
And a 3500-strong dealer network that ensures prompt 

after-sales service. Wherever in India you are. 

It’s things like these that make Bajaj the leaders in appliances. 
Bajaj Pressure Cookers 
take the pressure out of cooking. 


BUY BEST BUY BAJAJ 
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The Government 




Reluctant ministers _ 

The Prime Minister’s office is now keeping a close watch 
on how the various ministries are handling the tenders 
floated by them in the international and home markets. 
Obviously stung by a spate of exposes in the press about 
some of the unsavoury activities of ministers, Mrs 
Gandhi's office has directed all the ministries to send in 
all the information about the pending tenders and 
contracts valued at Rs one crore or more. The informa¬ 
tion was to have been seilt in by 8 October, but many 
ministries failed to do so, and fresh circulars had to be 
issued. For example, in the case of the commerce 
ministry, an office memorandum, number 1-34/38/80 O 
and M, was issued and marked ‘most immediate’ on 14 
October, and the officers were asked to furnish the 
re.quired data by 16 October. It might be recalled that 
soon after taking over power, the PM’s office had asked 
the various ministries to send in information, by the 
eighth of every month, about what they had done to 
implement the promises made m the election manifesto. 
But the response was so poor that a fresh circular 
reminding the ministers of this obligation had to be sent 
in June. Will the ministers continue to remain lax? 

Down and nearly out _ 


How important is which minister? Sarkari employees 
were discussing this “crucial” question at the Udyog 
Bhavan coffee house the other day One person said that 
Pranab Mukherjee was more important than the others. 
Not only did he hold two important portfolios, commerce 
and steel, but he was also alphabetically higher in the 
order of precedence than other ministerial bigwigs. 
How? Well, M definitely came before V (the first initial 
of the powerful finance minister’s Surname) and R 
(ditto, our respected foreign minister) and obviously S 
(ditto, the all-powerful home minister). Well, point. But 
whatever happened to the Cs? Why were they complete- 
^ ignoring the energy minister (A. B. A. Ghani Khan 
Clhowdhury) and the state industry minister (Charanjit 
Chanana) from their category of powerful ministers? A 
sign of the times? 

Agriculture vs Commerce 

Several rounds of talks between the commerce and 
agriculture ministries have not solved a basic problem: 
Release more stocks for internal consumption and 
thereby bring down prices, or .export and earn hard 
currency to pay for vital imports which will raise output 
and bring down prices? Currently the two ministries are 
bickering over a Rs 75-crore proposal for the export of 
groundnut, cottonseed and rice bran extractions. While 
thei (agriculture people want internal consumption 
raised, the commerce ministry people point out that 
with a good monsoon and a good woundnut crop round 
the comer, there will definitely be an exportable 
surplus. Also, industrial capacity tor the use of ground¬ 
nut extraction is said to be ^qssiy underutilised: 1.2 
lakh tonnes against a capacity .of eight lakh tonnes. 
Where commerce seems to clinch the argument is with 
Jts proposal for the release.of stocks, both for internal 
consumption and exports, all based on a faitiy sensible 
•reading of tihe.nefct season’s denthnds.in the context of 
the good monsoons/ - 


Poor conductors _ 

A lack of coordination between the finance and the 
commerce ministries has hampered the prospects of 
setting up a number of projects in the country with the 
assistance of the International Development Association 
(IDA), a soft-loan affiliate of the World Bank. Not only 
that„ funds already earmarked for certain projects will 
lapse Why’ Most of these projects will no longer get 
supplies of aluminium conductors. Why’ Their manufac* 
turers are faced with a funds shortage caused by a 
sudden withdrawal in September of the duty drawback 
on aluminium conductor steel reinforced (ACSR) and all 
aluminium conductors < AAC). As many as 300 conductor 
units have been hit hard by this decision. 

Puzzling excuse 


The statement made by the chairman of the Minefals 
and Metals Trading Corporation, Mr D K Dhaon, at the 
coiporation’s annual meeting in New Delhi on 7 October 
IS puzzling He had said “It will be necessary to ensure 
that our infrastructure, particularly of poit facilities, 
IS comparable to those offered by our competirors ” Mr 
Dhaon has obviously never visited out ports The truth is 
that the existing facilities are not being utilised fully, 
not that there is any drawback Special facilities have 
been set up at four major ports, Visakhapatnam, 
Madras, Goa and Paradip, for maximising ore exports. 
The Vizag outer harbour, commissioned m 1976. and the 
Madras outer harbour, commissioned in 1978, have been 
designed to accommodate bigger vessels ol 100,000 to 
120,000 DWT for quicker loading. What !■. more, ail the 
polls have now mechanical iron ore louding plants, built 
at a huge cost They are equipped to handle fai more oie 
than thev are presently getting 
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baby. 

Is it New Great 
material?” 


"No, its 
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watching 
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Bombay: Bhagat Brothers.Opera House.Chunilol Mulchand,Opp^RegahUncie’f Bhop^ Linking ^ 

Mills Retail Shop,Or. Ambedkar Rood. 
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OPINION 
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Smo oth tal king 


W hile I appreciate M. J. Akbar’s 
probing, practical and straigl]utfor- 
ward questions (Freedom of the press 
does not mean the dictatorship of the 
editor, 14 September), 1 admire Mr K. K. 
Birla for his answers. He handled the 
questions very well 
V V. Subramanian, New Delhi 

The Sundar Rajan episode has made me 
lose all faith in the press lords and the 
Congressfl) government. Mr Rajan, a 
conscientious journalist, was kicked out 
of the Hindustan Times for writing the 
truth, and calling a spade a spade. 
Noor Muhammad, Bombay 


Mr Birla comes through as a man of 
integrity. At a professic^ businessman, 
he cannot be expected to compromise his 
basinets interests with the id^ogies of 
joumalisa. 

M. K. Basu. Delhi 

Obvioosiy, freedom of the press does not 
mean diaatorthip of the editor but free¬ 
dom to expose tne truth. 

D. 5. Bhaaja, Bhubaneswar 

Mr'Birla says, *I have always been in 
favour of higher wages for workers; 
unless there are increased wages, how 
can we generate more purchasing power 
in the public?” I do not see now in¬ 
creased wages will generate more pur¬ 
chasing power. Whenever there has been 
an increase in the wages of workers, 
prices have also risen. Inflation has been 
^wing at an alarming rate over the past 
six or seven years. 

Di mjpJeJ Vamr, Bhadarwah, Jammu and 

I am yet to read such a penetrative and 
revealing interview in any of our maga- 
xines. with his incisive questions, Mr 
Akbar took the wind out of Mr Btrla's 
sails. 

Paladi Mohan, Bombay 

According to Mr Birla, 1 suppose, free¬ 
dom of the press means the freedom of 
-an editor to dance to the tune of his 
master. 

K. F. Andavan, GobichettipaJayam 

In answer to “The businessman...has no 
permanent friends or permanent ene¬ 
mies, just permanent interests,” Mr Birla 
. replied ”...1 stood by Mrs Gandhi; I stood 
by her even during the Janata re^e...” 
Mr Birla’s answer was not honest, 
though, ! admit, he is clever. 

R. Karunakaran, 99 APO 


Trustees of poverty? 


M r Birla should have been asked one 
more question. Mahatma Gandhi 
had asked the nch to be the "trustees” of 
the poor. Are big industrialists in par¬ 
ticular, and the rich in general, fulfilling 
that role? 

Nityananda Sen Gupta, Purulia 


Mr Akbar was paid in his own coin when 
Mr Birla snapped back to ask whether &hr 
Akbar coulcf ever get a job as editor of 
OiBtmiser, an RSS publication, with his 
views. Every person—whether he is the 
editor of a puolication or the managiitg 
director of a large company—shoula 
work according to the Adelines and 
policies laid -down for his functioning, 
r. C- Rhattacharjee, Bhilai 

Mr Akbar has kept alive the freedom of 
the press with his bold interview. 
Raymond Sfisra, Oibapra, Bibar 

I'Veedoht of the press does not mean 
dictatbrship of the editor; pe(!be)» it 
oeaiis dictatorship of li'dw^per^ 
owners- 

V. Rimaab Baba, Jiew Delhi 

Mr X. K. Birla M among the smarteiit 
bustneishttn in ouf doemry. Each pf'hie 
statements rejnec^ dto matured skul of a 

. . . m iii j iii n Kf U iiiii* — II,! mu i m .. 


businessman who runs after the powers 
that be. 

Ratna Cuba and Shyamal Kumar Guha, 
Dhanbad 

The interview gives the impression that 
it is business magnates, not politicians, 
'who rule the country. 

SujJt Mitn, Cuttack 

Mr Birla lists impartiality and a capacity 
to lo<^ at each issue without prejudice as 
important qualifications for newspaper 
editors. He has called Mr Verghese 
"stale” and defined that word as "an 
incapacity of taking an objective view” 
and being obsessed with the notion that 
"hrhatever one party does is always bad.” 
But his appointment of Mr Khushwant 
Sinidt ** e«tor of the Hindustan Times 
contradicts his stand. Onb has to only 
read Mr Singh's column to understand 
his "capacity” to take an objective view. 
Mr Verghese became "stale” because his 
stalsmass showed an antl-establislanent 
faceiu Sundar Rajn'a staleness became 
vifibie with the chaim of government. If 
by any chance then is another change of 
government, Mr Birla wiB discover stale¬ 
ness in Mr Singh too. ' 

P. N. Duda, New DaM _ 


Fate of refugees 

D acca's miserable Pakfsraafs 
September) by Tirthonkar Ghosl 
was heartrending. Altbou^ nine year) 
have gone by since the 1971 war, Bdog 
ladesh and Pakistan are pet to decide.^ 
fate of the so-called refugees. Will tht 
Pakistan government look into tht 
matter? 

S. M. FakhruUah, Gomob, Bihar 


Capital question 

'T'hough a hater of capitalists, our CM is 
J. proud of his capitalist son who it a 
partner in a biscuit company with a 
capital outlay of around Rs 29 lakhs and 
a total involvement of Rs 41 lakhs (Marx¬ 
ist CM’s capitalist son, 14 September). It 
is amusing to note that Chandon, boing 
the son of a briefless barrister who 1ms 
dedicated all his life for the uplift of fhe 
downtrodden, dared to be involved in 
such a project. The question U: how 
could Chandan Basu contribute his share 
of money for the project without finan¬ 
cial assistance from his father, who is the 
West Bengal CM? 

China Ranjan Mazumder, Murshidabad 

IWhile the sons of India—Kantt, Suresh 
and now Shubhabrata—are expanding 
their empires, their fathers—Morarji De- 
sai, Jagjivan Ram and Jyoti Basu—are 
shoutpig themselves hoarse, calling for 
the uplift of the semi-starved masses, li 
this not shameful? 

Girija Sankar Mishra, Cuttack 

If Chandan's father does not mterfere in 
his venture, will it be possible for him to 
cross all hurdles? Everyone knows that 
the CM's son will get favours which 
others cannot hope tor. 

Dipankar Debaatb, CaJeuna 

From the report, Tooshar Pandit appears 
to be one of the best friends of Chandaq 
Basu Far from writing anything about 
the relationship between the mandst 
father and capitalist son, Mr Pandit has 
merely given Chandan publicity. 
fiabindra Dutta, Tinsulaa, Assam 


_ That is wrong _ 

P lease refer to Nehru and his pub 
Jishers (31 August). The statement 
made in the third column of page 17 by 
Mr M.V. Rajan, that we quoted Rs 5,000 
for each photo^aph is totally misleading 
and incorrect. The fact is that we submit¬ 
ted a list of photographs, and the rates of 
these photographs varied, the lowest 
being as low as Rs 100 only. The state¬ 
ment of Dr S.C. Kala is also based on 
faulty recollections. It was not the 
centenary of the 1857 uprising for which 
we supplied photographs in 1957. It was 
in the year i%9, when the UP govern¬ 
ment was Celebrating the Gandhi 
Ceijtenary that we were approached. The 
initial quotation by us was Rs 19,650 oilly' 
and not Rs 50,000 as alleged by Dr Kala. 
Further, the deal was settlM fmr Rs 
15,000 only and not Rs 23,000 as quoted 
by him. 

P. N. Varma 8t Co, Allahabad 
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Spare parts deals: the defence ministry defends itse 


A. K. Wanchoo, Information Officer. 
Goirernment of India, Director of Pub¬ 
lic Relations, Ministry of Defence, 
ffew Delhi, wt,ces 

I want to take this opportunity to 
strongly refute various allega¬ 
tions and insinuations made in an 
extremely misleading and factually 
incorrect ‘special report’ published in 
the 14 September issue of your 
periodical under ihe caption Where 
do our Centurion tanks and spares 
land up^ It would have been in the 
fitness of things and the interest of 
the country if the author of the article 
had made an effort to check back 
facts with the ministry of defence 
before basing his piece on misin¬ 
formation, which, in this case, could 
have been deliberately planted by 
interested parties. 

Mention has been made of the sale 
of 200 Centurion tanks to one Mr 
W R.M Mitchelle who was connected 
with a British firm involved in the 
purchase of certain Centurion tanks, 
from the government of India and 
which, according to certain reports, 
found their way to South Africa 
Truth would have been served better 
if It was stated that this particular 
deal had been struck before the arriv 
al m the South Block of Mr C f N. 
Singh, the present minister of state 
for defence and ,Mr K P A. Menon, 
tfie defence secretary It was in the 
beginning of June that Mr Singh 
after carefully considering offers 
from various firms, ordered (before 
the beginning of the last parliamen¬ 
tary session) that there should be a 
re-tender for the sale of the Centurion 

As regards the sale of Centurion 
spare parts the highest offer received 
on behalf of a Canadian firm for 
approximately S,000 tons of spares 
had been under the consideration of 
the government from the month of 
May With the full concurrence of the 
hnance ministry and after holding a 
number of consultations with them 
and the department of steel inminis- 
try ot steel and mines it was decided 
that only 3,000 tons of spares should 
be sold to the Canadian firm at a price 
of $9,00,000. This was the price origi¬ 
nally quoted for approximately 5,000 
tons of spares In consultation with 
the department of steel and the minis¬ 
try of finance it was also decided that 
the remaining 2,000 tons of scrap 
materials will m sold within the coun¬ 
try to the best advantage of the 
government 

The tank spares were sold to M/s. 
Levy Auto Parts Ltd , a Canadian firm 
recommended by the Canadian high 
commission as a reputed and we^ 
known Canadian company holdingan 
international import certificate. The 
bidder had agreed to do the shipment 
directly to Canada through Indian 
vessels. As such, there was no possi¬ 
bility of these spare parts being di¬ 
verted to any other country. The 
Canadian high commission has also 
confirmed that once the goods are in 
Canada they are subjebt to export 


controls under the Export and Import 
Terms Act of that country if they are 
to be re-exponed. Since Canada does 
not allow the sale of any kind of 
military ware to South Africa or 
Israel, there is absolutely no question 
of the tank spares ever finding their 
way to either of these countnes. 

It may also be mentioned m this 
connection that the decision to delink 
the sale of tank spares from the mam 
deal has also been offered by Mr 
C.P.N. Singh, minister of state for 
defence, in the begtoning of June 
before the last parliament session 
•started. As already mentioned in the 
earlier paragraph, re-tender for the 
Centurion tanks had also been 
ordered by him m the beginning of 
June. Where then is the question of a 
fresh look into the deal and the 
possibility of fresh tenders being cal¬ 
led when a re-tender had already 
been ordered, months ago by the 
minister of state? 

Mention has been made that the 
tank spares sold to M/s Levy Auto 
Parts-Ltd., had a book value of Rs 
seven crores It may be clarified here 
that what is being described as book 
value IS the price at which it was 
purchased nearly 30 years ago All 
engineering goods are generally com¬ 
puted at scrap value after ten years 
This was also applicable to the pre¬ 
sent case. This point was carefully 
examined by the ministry of finance 
and It was decided that only 3,000 
tons should be sold to the firm at the 
value offered ongmally for the whole 
lot. The balance of 2,000 tons is being 
sold as-scrap in the Indian market. 

Reference has been made in the 
article to Major General P. N. Anand, 
officer on special duty, who has re¬ 
cently been transferred from his post. 
The officer had been given only a 
local cank by the previous govern¬ 
ment and made ip.charge of the export 
cell Dunne his tenure, the returns of 
the cell feu from Rs 37.42 crores in 
197S-76 to a miserable figure of Rs 85 
lakhs in 1978-79 Conseouentlyhewas 
transferred. Army headquarters had 
been complaining that spare parts 
and scrap materials were occuoytng 
valuable storing space thereby taking 
away the space that could be utilised 
for current and modem equipment. 

The point raised by one qf the 
officers from the army 
headquarters on the 
scrap value had 
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examined 


by the ministry of finance in consulta¬ 
tion with the ei^rts of the depart¬ 
ment of steel. Inis transaction had 
been examined and fully supported 


been examined and tuUy supmrted 
by Major General P. N. Anand. The 
army headquarters had no reserva¬ 
tion about the sale of spare parts. 

This kind of malicious propuanda 
on this transaction is evidently the 
work of certaip people, whose motive 
IS to embarrass our friendly and cor¬ 
dial relationship with the friendly 
Arab and African countnes. , 

1 would request you, dear editor, to 
bring these facts, which wiU speak for 
themselves, before the reading public 
so that they are not led away by 
malicious p ropaganda. 

Shubhabrata Bhattacharya replies. 

Should we feel privileged that the 
defence ministry has decided to re-, 
fute the allegations made against it 
regarding the sale of Centurion tank 
spare parts to Levy Auto, and the 
proposed sale of200 tanks to Mr W R. 
M. Mitchelle, only after Sunday did 
an investigation into the two deals^It 
IS surprising that when the allegations 
were made on the floor of the Rajya 
Sabha on 6 and 18 August, the de¬ 
fence ministry never opened its 
mouth, though Mr Wanchoo would 
like us to believe that the decision to 
re-tender the tank sale deal was taken 
by Mr C. P. S Singh in June, before 
the last session of Parliament, and not ' 
after the expose made by Mrs Mar¬ 
garet Alva in the Rajya Sabha, as we 
have reported. 

Mr Wanchoo has not made clear as 
to why the sale of tanks Was delinked 
from the main deal. It is well-known 
that reconditioned Centurions are 
being used by many countries all over 
the world, and it should have been 
common sense for the people en¬ 
trusted with the task of running the 
defence ministry that if someone was 
interested in buying the old tanks, 
then naturally the spares too could 
interest the buyer. Certainly the 
spares could fetch a better price if 
sold along with the tanks. Moreover, 
if the spares were really sold to the 
Canadian firm as scrap, then why was 
this not done through the Metal Scrap 
Trading Corporation, the public sec¬ 
tor undertaking under the ministry of 
steel and mines, whose job is to deal 
w scraps? Did the defence ministiy 
rake the precaution to break up the 
spares, or melt them, before handing 
them over to a forei^ firm as ‘scrap,* 
so as to ensure that aey would not be 



used to ncondidon the teaks of cm- 
friendly couatrhs? 

Mr Wancboo is totelly silent about 
the allegation that Levy Auto is-the 
same firm whidt was the subject of 
censure by the defence miatstry in 
the 28th report of the public accounts 
committee of the second Lok Sabha in 
1X0. Me, however, has gone out of his 
way to assert that because (he buyer 
had assured that the spares would be 
shipped to Canada tn Indian ships, 
“there was no possibility of these 
spares being diverted to any other 
country.” He has further asserted 
"that since Canada does not allow the 
sale of any kind of military wares to 
South Africa or Israel, there is abso¬ 
lutely no question of the tank spares 
ever finding their way to either of 
these countries. ” One wonders how he 
IS so emphatic about the credentials 
of the Canadian firm, and the inten¬ 
tions of Canadian traders vis-a-vts 
South Africa On what authority has 
Mr Wanchoo based these statements? 
He may benefit a lot if he were to read 
some literature on the activities of 
international gunrunners. Apart from 
other things, he would also learn that 
the firm represented by Mr Mitchelle, 
the proposed buyer of the 200 Centu¬ 
rions, IS a major company in the 
international market dealing in 
second-hand arms. 

Coming to the proposed sale of 200 
more tanks to Mr Mitchelle, Mr Wan¬ 
choo says that the deal was struck 
before the arrival of Mr C P.N Singh 
and MrK P A. Menon to the defence 
ministry. We have never said that the 
tanks which found their way to South 
Africa were sold by these two gentle¬ 
men. We have clearly stated that the 
defence secretary during the earlier 
sale of 90 Centurions to Mr Mitchelle 
was Mr Cyan Prakash, the present 
comptroller and auditor general of 
India, and that the deal was struck 
during the Janata regime, and that 
the name of Mr Kanti Desai was 
linked with it. We have also pointed 
out that the earlier deal was the 
subject of a lengthy report by the 
estimates committee of the sixth Lok 
Sabha, and that this report was not 
made public on the^plea of “national 
interest.”' What we have exposed is 
the fact that despite the British press 
having exposed the fact that the ear¬ 
lier 90 tanks sold to Mr Mitchelle bad 
found their way to South Africa, the 
defence ministry was again entertain¬ 
ing him. 

Now, before Mr Wanchoo goes on 
to charge us with "misleading and 
factually incorrect” reporting, he 
would do himself some good by re¬ 
freshing his memory—the aUegatioa 
that Mr Mitchelle sold the 90 Centu¬ 
rions to South Africa was made by the 
Congress (I) when it was in the opposi¬ 
tion. Would a party led by a responsi¬ 
ble leader like Mrs Gandhi have made 
a serioud allegation of this nature if 
the infyrmatioa was "misleading and 
factually incorrect"? Mr Wanchoo has 
not said anything to contradict the 
faa that Mr Mitchelle was in New 
DeUU bi the ret^nt past, and that he 
received V£P treatment from Mr C. P> 


N. Singh and his ministry, as alleged 
by Mrs Alva in the Rajya Sabha. We 
only truthfully reported tkd speeches 
of Mrs Alva on 6 and 18 August, which 
were not refuted by the government 
then. Moreover, Mr Wanchoo has fur¬ 
nished no proof to show that the 
decision to sell the tanks was taken 
during the Charan Singh regime. 

Mr WamdiQQ has made a startling 
revelation about the reason for the 
removal of Major General P. N. 
Anand from the post of OSD (A) in the 
export cell of the defence ministry. 
We are not in a position to verify the 
figures about the drop in exports 
during Gen Anand’s tenure, and, as 
such, have to accept the data pruna 
facie. But since Gen Anand’s transfer 
coinaded with the visit to this coun¬ 
try by Mr Mitchelle and the negotia¬ 
tions for these two controversial ex¬ 
port deals. It left an unmistakable 
impression that his transfer was 
ordered to ensure congenial negotia¬ 
tions. 

Mr Wanchoo has not contradicted 
the fact that Maj Gen A D Mohoni, 
the deputy director of ordnance ser¬ 
vices of the army headquarters, had 
objected to the sale of the spares as 
scrap and that the observations made 
by him on the deal, at a meeting 
chaired by the defence secretary on 
23 May, were not even recorded in the 
minutes All that Mr Wanchoo has to 
say IS that "the point raised by one of 
the officers of the army headquarters 
on the scrap value had been fully 
examined...” So, Mr Wanchoo does 
admit that “one officer” of the army 
headquarters had in fact raised objec¬ 
tions. 

It IS unfortunate that when inves¬ 
tigative reporting is done with the 
national interest being kept as the 
prime consideration, and top func¬ 
tionaries of the government are ex¬ 
posed for their unsavouty activities, 
the information officers of the govern¬ 
ment not only describe the reports as 
"malicious propaganda” (which is 
their prerogative) but they also try to 
attribute motives to the reporters, 
and accuse teports of being "deliber¬ 
ately) planted by interested parties." 
Let me assure Mr Wancboo that it is 
not possible for anyone to “plant” 
stories in this journal. The charges 
made by us are opeit to an enquiry. 

Moreover, in exposing the un¬ 
savoury deals with international gun¬ 
runners, ahd trade by proxy with 
racist and tionist regimes, it was 
never our intention to "embarrass our 
(India’s) friendly and cordial” ties 
with the Arab and African nations. On 
the contrary our attempt was to en¬ 
sure that inexjieqenced ministers and 
seaetanes in a sensitive ministry like 
defence do not deviate from India’s 
policy of boycotting the South African 
and Israeli regimes. When Joe 
Koxarecks and Isenbergs haunt the 
corridors of power, can our relations 
with the Arabs remain cordial? What 
more proof of the closeness of these 
people to the powers-that-be is 
needed than the fact that the ill-fated 
Pitts aircraft of the late Sanjay Gan¬ 
dhi was a gift from JCosareeJt? 


Nation in terror 


T hanks for Tirthankar Ghosh's incisive 
report Zia, the army and Bangladesh 
(7 September). The name of the organis¬ 
ing secretary of the Jatiyo Samajtentrik 
Dal, and not Jatiyobadi Samaitantrik 
Dal, is Nur-e-Ala'- Ziku. The author 
should have ment led the Ikte Lt Col 
Abu Taher, an extraordinarily 
courageous freedom-fighter, who set free 
Maj Gen Zia. from the captivity of Brig 
Khaled Mosnarraf after the “Sepahi 
Janatai Gono Abkhuthan" (the uprising 
of soldiers and masses) on 7 fflovember 
197? Later, Maj Gen Zia hanged Lt Col 
Abu Taber, on 21 July 1976, 

It may be relevant to note that around 
the time of the author’s stay in Datxa, 
about 1,800 junior doctors were on strike 
to realise a six-polnt charter of demands. 
Hie strike paralysed eight medical col¬ 
lege hospitals which handle 75% of the 
total number of patients in Bangladesh. 
The first of the doctors’ demands was for 
government jobs after completion of in- 
service training (1ST) Zia’s government 
chants the slogan “health for all” and 
wants there te be a doctor for every 5,000 
people, to our utter surprise only one 
doctor IS available for 10,500 people 
while roughly 1,200 doctors still remain 
unemployed. During the strike, 18 doc¬ 
tors were iniprisoned and tortured. 
Perhaps the languages of Bangladesh's 
Zia and Bolivia’s (^neral Luis Gareia are 
the same 

Dr Shafiqul Islam, Bangladesh 

The report is based on misconceptions 
and wrong information. Being a news¬ 
paperman myself for the last 30 years, 1 
can definitely say that the press in 
Bangladesh now is freer than in India. Mr 
Ghosh’s remark “The press is still gag¬ 
ged All It needs is a telephone caU from 
the information ministry to stop a news 
Item from being publisned,” u just not 
correct. Has he cared to read the com¬ 
ments of opposition journals m Dacca? 
Mr Ghosh writes again. “The hardline 
Saudi Arabians even pressurised the 
President to remove the women const¬ 
ables from the Dacca police force. And 
they were removed.” For ’his informa¬ 
tion, Dacca police is going to recruit 
more women constables in (October 1980. 
Ams-ul-Moula, Dacca, Bangladesh 


A maestro 


B otn Rafi and Lata are regarded as 
famous playback singers (Raft or^ 
Lata ■ Who has the record? 14 September) 
and it is difficult to make a distinction 
between the two impartially. The Guin¬ 
ness Book of World Records mentions 
Lata as having “reportedly recorded not 
less than 25,000 songs,” because she sang 
songs in various languages—including 
Tanul, Gujarati, Bengali and Marathi— 
which were equally popular. Althoi^ 
Rafi too sang in many languages, he md 
not reeord as many songs as Lara did. 
Anyway, the listeners recognised Rafi. 

L. R. Pass, Calcutta __ 

_Last letter __ 

F *" 'ORGET the 50 bucks. How abfpt 
a coujde of kilos of sugat? 

George JdicuUa, Vennikakua, Xerah 

___—i 
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^ mmnl^ ofS October, Chabirenh the 
young wife of JourmMNabakishoreMahapatra, we^ 
gang*hpecl amt killed on a desolate river bed, 
TOOSHAR PANDIT am/SWARUP JEIQA went to 
Bim^ to piece together the awful story, 
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COVER STORY 



-lABAKISHORE MAHi< 

PATRA, 30, was an earl 
riser Being an agent for 
number of Oriya news 

I ....il papers and periodical 

(including the Cuttack daily Sama, 
the Bhubaneswar daily Pragativadi, 
Cuttack weekly Ntrvika and two Cui 
tack monthlies Durmukh and Nianh 
hunta) he could not afford to sleej 
late The dailies were dropped off a 
the bus stand, some 15 minutes’ wall 
from his mud bamboo thatched hut n 
Bindi village, eveiy morning at arouni 
seven and he had to be theie to picl 
them up From the bus stand Naba 
kishore and a hawker employed b' 
him would set out on bicycles to distri 
bute papers to his 500 subscriber 
scattered all over Bindi block (area 
about 12 square kms) That was Naba 
kishore, doing quite well, with arouni 
Rs 400 every month in commission 
Of late, Nabakishore had also be 
gun filing local leports for Ptagativa 
di, Niankhunta and Nirvika This dii 
not fetch him any money, indeed, hi 
was actually losing some money “ 
had to pay for the postage and station 
eiv from my own pocket ” Naba 
kishore says Rabi Das, managing edi 
tor of Ptagativadi, said that whet 
Nabakishore offered to write for hr 
newspaper, he readily agreed becausi 
he was selling quite a few copies ir 
that region “But, pavment’ The ques 
tion does not arise ” Nor was Naba 
kishore expecting any payment The 
temptation was the designation news 
paper leporter This would offer not 
only access to the local power centres, 
but also influence and prestige 
On Friday 3 October, Nabakishore 
woke up even’earlier than usual, not 
only to do his work, but also to catch 
the first bus to Cuttack, which is some 
25 kilometres from Biridi He wanted 
an identification card from the editor 
ot Durmukh for his wife Chabirani 
(bom 4 March 1956) that would for 
mally establish her bonafides as the 
magazine’s authorised correspondent 
for the Biridi area For over four 
months now, Chabirani too had been 
working as a journalist She had been 
sending despatches to the magazine 
from tne village, Snd some of hei 
pieces had created problems As Naba¬ 
kishore shaved, Cnabirani prepared 
some tea After they had drunk the 
tea, she washed their two-year old son 
Dany and dressed himm a flaming red 
shirt and aeam-coloured shorts. Naba¬ 
kishore put on a starched, carefully 
pressed' blue cotton shirt and" brown 
terrycotton trousers Chabirani 
washed her face, dabbed on some 
cream and powdered herseU, ARer 
putting on lipstick, she seli^fd 
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99 ^ red check saree kad a rad hlouse 
to go with |t. Bjr 6,30 am she was 
dressed, looking prim and pretty. 
“Now we can she said. Naba- 
kishore nodded. They would have 
their breakfast ,a( the bus stand. 

Just dfter Nabakishore ordered 
breakfast at the bus stand, he saw five 
of the villagers, Nakul Behara, Baga 
Tanti, Kelu Das, Madhav Tanti, Babaji 
Mania, coming towards him. “Be at 
Dibakar Nayak's place by 7.30. He 
wants yon tnere,” one of them said 
abrasively. Nabakishore replied that 
since he was going to Cuttack he could 
not possibly be at Dibakar’s place at 
that time. “Can’t he wait till we return 
in the afternoon?” he asked. They 
said, no. Their tone was threatening 
Nabakishore decided to give up the 
idea of going to Cuttack and returned 
home. Fresh summons came there. 
Chabirani insisted that if Dibakar 
wanted to talk to her husband he could 
come to their house After all, he was 
no stranger to this house; at least 
thrice before he had come there. 

The hoodlums sent to fetch Naba¬ 
kishore said it was Nabakishore who 
must accompany them They even 
tried to force their way into the house, 
but Chabirani in a flash, displaying 
typical courage, picked up a kitchen 
knife and stood at the door. “Come, try 
to get him,” she shouted. The ^ons 
dispersed then, only to reappear after 
a while, this time led by Dibakar 
Nayak, the convener of the local block 
Congress(I), Sudhir Panda, another 
local Congressfl) bigwig, and Bira 
Mania, a dealer in illicit country li¬ 
quor Bira Mama made the first move 
He snatched the knife which Chabir¬ 
ani had picked up again, brushing her 
aside, walked into the room. While he 
dragged Nabakishore out, some of the 
others snatched away Chabirani’s gold 
ring and earrings. Outside, Naba¬ 
kishore was being beaten up. Nayak 
and Panda too joined in kicking him. 
It was then that Nanda Mohanty, the 
local .block youth Congress(I) secret¬ 
ary arrived on the Scene. “Your ob. 
stinacy can be very costly to you,” he 
told Nabakishore. Then he gave an 
order: “Let us go to the Congress 
office." 

T he Congress(I) office is located 
right at the centre of the village 
bazaar in a concrete building which is 
actually the property of the local paa- 
cJieyat (the pajjchayat obviously could 
not prevent the take-over). A Congress 
flag flies at the top of the building. 
Dibakar Nayak uses the office; indeed, 
many conuder it Nayak's personal 
office. There, Nabakishore was asked 
to sit on a stool facing Mohanty, It was 
npw around 9 am. fill then Naba¬ 
kishore did not know' why he was 
being harassed. Now he was told. 
“What is this theft business?^ Mohan¬ 
ty shouted out, \ . 

.11^ reference w** an incident 
that took plate ip early September. 
Nabakishore and (^abirani were out 
one night in tWp^n in front of their 
houle wheat , tontf people pounced 
upfBfiNabakishoi^ t^ile otnmrs en-. 


tered the room and took away a leath¬ 
er suitcase full of clothes. “They threw 
a towel over my face so that I could not 
recognise them,” Nabakishore says 
The next morning, he lodged a com¬ 
plaint against four persons—Babaji 
Mania, Babaji Buna, Madhav Tanti. 
and Gudia Barik- The police arrested 
three persons, Madhav Tanti and 
Gudia Barik (two of the four named by 
Nabakishore) and Sibaji Mama, a 
brothel of another accused Babaji 
Mania. The rest absconded. The local 
politicians were soon active on the 
side of the accused persons. Mohanty 
and Nayak joined hands to help bail 
out the arrested persons. And, as soon 
as they came out, they started crying 
for Nabakishore’s blood. Sibaji Man¬ 
ia’s uncle Bifa Mama kept threatening 
publicly that he* wobld avenge his 
nephew’s humiliation. What angered 
them most was that the story of theft 
and the assault had also been pub- 
lisljed 

Now, Mohanty wanted Nabakishore 
to withdraw the case or face worse 
torture. First, Nabakishore refused. 
But he gave in eventually. On Mohan- 
ty’s instructions he wrote down on a 
piece of paper that he had lied about 
the theft. As a precaution, Mohanty 
made him add a postscript that this 
signed statement was not being writ¬ 
ten under duress. But this did not end 
Nabakishore’s ordeal. His tormentors 
■wanted more. 

Nayak now raked up an old issue. 
Some five years ago, Nabakishore as a 
teacher, had collected Rs 3'S each 
(Nabakishore says Rs 20) from 60 boys, 
as fee for admission in the Gopalpur 
Sanskrit tole, at Bodhpur in Cuttack 
district. Worse, the certificates which 
they deposited with Nabakishore were 
also lost. Nabakishore explains- “What 
can I do? I deposited the money and 
the certificates with the secretary of 
the school. If he has not paid it back it 
is his fault, not mine ” But some of the 
local applicants are convinced that the 
fault lay with Nabakishore and it was 
he who must pay back their money and 
return the certificates. 

Only a fortnight before some of 
these boys had accosted Nabakishore 
in the bazaar and demanded their 
money back He had then expressed 
his inability to repay them immediate¬ 
ly, but promised that he would pay 
them back very soon. Nayak asked 
Nabakishore what he had done to 
make good that promise. As Naba¬ 
kishore listened, somewhat dazed and 
speechless, Nayak and a few others 
Started calculating on a piece of paper 
how much Nabakishore owed the local 
boys. Then someone said; “We can 
pawn this gold ring and pay up the' 
boys.” Looking up, Nabakishore saw 
that it was his wife’s ring which had 
been snatched away from her earlier 
in the morning. A couple of men went 
out, and returned with the news that 
they had sold the ring for Rs 213 to 
Kmhna Rao Dora, the youngest of the 
three Dora brothers who, between 
themselves, ovm most of the trade, 
land ai|d the houses of the village. 


By this time, curious villagers had 
massed outside the office. But Diba-.' 
kar’s men ouickly chased them awajt^ 
and then all of them left the office to 
have their lunch. It was 3 pm already. 
The last to leave the office was Sudhir 
Panda. As he left, he closed the door 
and locked it from outside; hungry 
Nabakishore was still inside, left to 
reflect on his fate and the future. The 
door opened at 5.30 pm. Nayak had 
come alone. “Leave the village as fast 
as you can if you value your life," he 
said. To Nabakishore it sounded like 
an ultimatum It was. Nabakishore 
asked if he could leave the next morn¬ 
ing “It is already dusk and my (ha- 
tive) village is about four hours* walk. 
Besides, 1 have not eaten throughout 
the day 1 am tired and exhausted. 
Can’t you let me have one more day?” 
Nayak did not say anything, buf.with a 
sweep of his hand he signalled that 
Nabakishore could leave the office 
now 

R eturning home, Nabakishore 
found his wife busy shredding 
vegetables She too had not eaten the 
whole day Nor had the child Pre¬ 
vented from accompanying her hus¬ 
band to the Congress;I) office where 
Nabakishore was “interrogated,’’ she, 
tense and afraid, had been waiting for 
him to return. Hardly had Naba¬ 
kishore stretched out on the bed when 
somebody knocked at the door. It was 
Nayak, again He was there to warn 
him again that if Nabakishore did not 
leave the village soon he was likely to 
be hurt. When Nayak left, it was 6.30 
pm 

Chabirani stopped cooking Hastily 
leaving all their belongings, Naba¬ 
kishore, his wife and son were out on 
the road by 7 pm “We did not take 
anything with us, not even a piece of 
cloth. We thought we could come back 
the next morning and collect our be¬ 
longings,” Nabakishore says. A trek to 
Nabakishore’s native village wa.s out 
of the question that night, so they 
decided to take shelter with a friend at 
Manguli village just across the 
Biluakhai river, which was not more 
than an hour’s walk away The 
Biluakhai river at this time of the year 
hardly looks like a river What is left 
are two narrow channels and a massive 
sand bed forming an island in be¬ 
tween. After Nabakishore and Chabir¬ 
ani had crossed the first channel they 
sat down on the dry bed for a while to 
regain their breath and splash some 
water on their weary faces People 
were still walking about. One or two 
from Manguli village returning from 
Bind! asked Chabirani what she wa.s 
doing there. She offered only an 
anaemic smile in reply When the 
lace was lonelier, she puked up her 
unary son Dany to breastteed hurt. 
Having fed him. she handed Dany over 
to Nabakishore. - • 

They resumed their journey Jiist 
as they crossed the second channel, 
Chabirani heard footsteps behind' 
them. Nabakishore shifted Dany to bis 
left shoulder and, turning round, 
pressed the switch of the flashlight he- 
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was holding in his right hand Two 
persons were running towards them on 
the dry bed Bira hunia and Babaji 
Mania Nabakishore knew they were 
coming to attack them “Run, Chabi, 
run," he told his wife He too started to 
run But Chabirani, hungry, tired, and 
with a wet saree coming in the way, 
failed to keep pace with Nabakishore 
Suddenly, a scream pierced the still 
air Nabakishore froze, and switched 
on the flashlight again They had got 
her Nabakishore could spot eight of 
them Bira Mania, Babaji Mama, 
Madhav Tanti, Baga Tanti, Surendra 
Bank, Kelucharan Das, Raju Dora and 
Dibakar Nayak Nabakishore saw her 
struggling^, then limply she fell on the 
ground Two were now holding her 
down One of them was trying to 
disrobe her That was all Nabakishore 
saw, as he found three of the gang 
coming his way Protecting his child, 
Nabakishore ran 

He took a detour through a bamboo 
giove for another village, Kukundra 


On the way he tapped twice and lost 
his torch He finally reached Kukun¬ 
dra at around 8 30 pm, deposited his 
son with one of his friends, Anam 
Padhi and then went to tell the village 
elders what had happened Within an 
hour 500 angry people had gathered 
and in another hour they reached the 
place where Chabirani had been 
waylaid The time was now 10 30 pm 
It took a while and quite a bit of 
seart;hing before she could be located 
The villager who spotted her first 
screamed and fainted She was lying 
on the sand bed, her blouse was in 
shreds, the breasts were hanging out 
The lower undergarment, the saaya, 
was rolled up baring her thighs and 
the buttocks The saree had been 
taken off and was lying some distance 
away A trickle of blood had frozen 
midway between her nose and the 
upper lip There were scratches on her 
neck and chest Nabakishore touched 
her body, and found it cold She was 
dead, and a violent death it had been 



River Biluakhai on its bed Chabirani died 


N abakishore then left for the 

nearest telephone, at Anikhia post 
office, some five kilometres away He 
wanted to phone the Jagatsinghpur 
police station, ten kilometres down the 
road from Anikhia The call was 
booked at 12 30 am and it came 
through quickly “This is Nabakishore 
Mahapatra I want to report a mm 
der,” Nabakishore said A lazv voice 
on the other end asked, “Whose mur 
der’’’ “My wife's Can you call the 
bar ' ahu,” Nal^kishore urged The 
lazv voice (later, it was found to be 
lon^, to u coil'table) said he would 
have to talk 'o the Ahl on duty (later 
identified as S Baial) After a pause 
he said that batababu was sleeping 


and could not be disturbed Then he 
hung up 

Nabakishore waited till 6 30 am for 
the first bus to Jagatsinghpur All this 
while, Chabirani lay naked and cold on 
the nver bed It was lucky that the 
foxes did not get the scent, otherwise 
by the time the police reached the 
place the next morning at about 10 30 
her body might have been totally man 
gled The police acted extremely neg¬ 
ligently, th6 body of Chabirani 
reached the doctor doing autopsy. Dr 
Kulamani Jena, 36 hours after her 
death There is no doubt that Chabir 
am was raped, most probably by more 
than one person, and then killed The 


doctor found the sperms, but all 
them dead. That was why tie would ni 
categorically say that Chabirani 
been raped “Technically, I cannot 
After all she was a married woman 
How am I to differentiate whose 
sperms it was’ Dead sperms do not 
carry marks,” Dr fena says Of course, 
there is enough evidence to indicate 
that she has indeed been raped For 
example, the doctor found injuries in 
her posterior vaginal wall This could 
happen only if there was a struggle, 
only if force had been applied Then 
there were those scratches on the 
body These were sure signs of inter 
course against the victim’s will In 
cidentally, not one grain of food was 
found in her stomach 

Nothing can justify the delay in , 
police action And, no number of'' 
suspensions or dismissals (the OC of 
Jagatsinghpur police station R N 
Prusty and the ASI, Baral have since 
been suspended) can right the wrong 
Even aftei Nabakishore reached the 
police station, and that was at about 7 
on Saturday, 4 October morning, the 
police wasted at least three valuable 
hours arguing over trivial things Their 
attitude was, to say the least, shocking 
S Baral, the ASI on duty instead of 
taking any action, took Nabakishore to 
the OC, Piusiy Prusty was shaving 
and without disturbing his routine, be 
heard Nabakishore’s story Did this 
triggei immediate action’ Not a 
chance Prusty simply asked Naba 
kishore to wait for mm at the police 
station Much later, Prusty came to the « 
police station “First things fust," he 
said “Write out a first information 
repoi t ” Nabakishore wrote his report, 
but Prusty did not like it “Drop that 
mention of the phone call and delete 
the names of the politicians from the 
repoi t,” he commanded Nabakishore 
wrote a fresh report, saying that he 
could not get a connection to Jagats¬ 
inghpur police station because the 
phone line of the station was dead He 
also deleted the names of Nayak and 
Mohanty “What elsq could I do’” 
Nabakishore says He thought that he 
had done all there was to do and the 
police would certainly act now Bur 
more fiustiation was in store for him 
Prusty decided that his number/ 
two, Bhagdban Mishra would take 
charge Mishra, however, thought that 
the FIR written by Nabakishore on the 
promptings of the OC was not in 
proper order “No, this won’t do," he 
told Nabakishore, and suggested that 
he sign a blank paper and leave it with 
him “We can settle the matter when 
we are free,” Mishra said Naba¬ 
kishore obliged A little before 10, 
Nabakishore was asked to proceed 
towards the spot where his wife had 
been murdered along With a gram 
rakshi (village chowkidar) Travelling 
by bus, and then waltdng, they 
reached the place at around 12<30 pm. 



the police had forgotten^ to biljng a , 
photographer with ^m. 
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Birdii Congress(I) office torture 
chamber^ 


police going to establish the location, 
the position or the state of the body in 
court’ Or, do they expect the court to 
depend on their oral evidence alone’ 
Stranger still is the fact that, when the 
police fame to Biridi on the following 
day (5 October), after an angry mob 
from the neighbouring villages had 
raided and ransacked the house and 
the godowns of Raju Dora, one of the 
suspects, they remembered to bring a 
photographer in tow to record the 
extent of damage. The police were 
clearly biased The villagers cannot be 
faulted for thinking that the police 
had been deliberately callous and 
were deliberately trying to shield the 
rapists and murderers of Chabirani. 

After this, some of Nabakishore’s 
friends and relatives carried the body 
to Jagatsinghpur for the autopsy 
Nabakishore did not accompany them. 
He came to Jagatsinghpur with the 
police party by a shorter route. The 
body arrived at 6 pm, and was deli¬ 
vered, after the post-mortem, to Naba¬ 
kishore’s relatives for cremation at 
around 9 pm Nabakishore was not 
present at the cremation. His younger 
brother lit the pyre “t didn’t feel like 
being there,” Nabakishore says. 

(This has led to rai.sed eyebrow’s 
among many villagers, who are 
wondering whether Nabakishore real¬ 
ly loved his wife or not. But, that is an 
issue secondary to the brutal rape and 
murder) 

But while Chabirani was being cre¬ 
mated Nabakishore was writing out 
another FIR at the police station No 
version seemed good enough for the 
police officers. “They made me write 
six or seven times but still they were 
not satisfied,” Nabakishore says. 
Finally, at three in the morning, he 
wrote one what the officers thou^t 
was all right. In it the names of Diba- 
kar Nayak and Nanda Mohanty had 
been omitted. So also the mention of 
the phone call. “Now,” Mishra told 
Nabwiahore, “you can go.” 



IVLaccused named in the FIR doing 
ail this while? It seems that after the 
incident they came back to Biridi and 
went straimt to the BDO’s office, 
where Nanda Mohanty was waiting for 
them. They were in a panic. Presum¬ 
ably, because Chabirani was dead and 
perhaps they had wanted only to rape 
her, not murder her The post-mortem 
report says chat Chabirani died be¬ 
cause one of her ribs (the fourth on the 
right side) snapped under pressure 
and pierced her lungs, leading to pro¬ 
fuse bleeding and death. Perhaps in 
the lust of rape, the assailants 
accidentally broke this rib. 

Anyway, having met Mohanty, 
Dibakar Nayak and his men went to 
the residence of the BDO, Sultan 
Mohammed, (since demoted, transfer¬ 
red and suspended). They wanted him 
to lend his jeep so that they could go to 
Jagatsinghpur The BDO summoned 
his dnver, Sudarshan Senapati, and 
asked him to get ready for the journey 
“I went to Jagatsinghpur to discuss 
relief matters (the area had recently 
been ravaged by floods) with the SDO 
Bata Krishna Das,” is how he now 
explains that journey The SDO Bata 
Krishna Das however, says' “There 
was no reason why he should have 
come at such a late hour to discuss 
relief wKh me, and indeed he never 
came to me ” The driver, Senapati, 
also exposes Mohammed- “I left the 
BDO near SDO’s office which was 
closed by the time we reached. The 
BDO then asked me to go and change a 
defective bulb in the jeep’s headlight. 
So, I left for the bazaar.” According to 
Senapati, Nanda Mohanty, Bira Mania, 
Mahendra Mohanty and one other per¬ 
son whom he did not know were the 
other occupants of the jeep 

If they did not go to the SDO, where 
did they go then? One presumption is 
that they went to the jwlice station, 
which was next to the SDO’s office. 
Why’ Could it be to brief the police 
officers’ Was it to make sure that 
police did not act that night (of 3 
October, when Nabakishore was des¬ 
perately wanting their assistance), but 
wait till the trail was cold? Could it be 
that because of this the police did not 
respond to Nabakishore’s phone call 
(that he called has since been estab¬ 
lished)’ 

By the time the police had taken up 
the investigation the next morning, 
Dibakar Nayak had fled from the vil¬ 
lage. The others were too dazed to run. 
The police arrested eight of them, 
including businessman Raju Dora. 
Another accused, Sudhir Parida, had 
taken shelter in the neighbouring 
Anikhia. Later on, he too was arrested, 
without any difficulty on 4 October. 
This IS now being drummed up as 
evidence of how active'and efficient 
the police had been, conveniently sup¬ 
pressing the fact that the principal 
accused Dibakar Nayak, had escaped 
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Wrecked barrack where Chabirani 
stayed 


and could not be traced till he himself 
surrendered to the police 18 days after 
the incident And that too only after 
his mentor Lakshman Mullick, MP, 
publicly said that Dibakar Nayak 
should surrender for his own good. 

Having left the village, Dibakar 
Nayak first went to the neighbouring 
village Anikhia, and hid in the veget¬ 
able garden of a technican working in 
the local primary health centre. When 
stray dogs started barking, the techni¬ 
cian came out of his house and saw 
Dibakar Nayak, whom he knew well, 
crouched in the garden. “I am in great 
trouble,” Nayak told him. Could he 
give him shelter for the ni^t? The 
technician refused to do so. So Nayak 
left the place and took shelter in the 
house of a washerman for the night. 
The next morning, he left the place by 
the first bus going to Cuttack Since 
then, Nayak’s whereabouts till his sur¬ 
render have been a matter of conjec¬ 
ture and controversy The opjxisition 
has accused Congress(I) leaders of 
sheltering Nayak during this period. 

The Lok Dal leader Rabi Ray, who 
had contested the last parliamentary 
election from the area and lost to 
Lakshman Mullick, claimed that 
Nayak was being sheltered by an MP 
and an Orissa minister. He did not 
name them. But Lakshman Mullick, 
MP, and Basudev Mahapatra, the agri¬ 
culture minister, came out with state¬ 
ments that they were not protecting 
Nayak. Nobody had n^ed them, but 
they responds of their own accord. 
This intensified the simcuiatioa that 
Nayak was indeed staying either with 
Lakshman Mullick or Basudev Maha¬ 
patra and that was why the police 
could not arrest him. “This is abwlute- 
ly false,” says Lakshman Mullick. The 
rumours, he thoughL had been de¬ 
liberately floated by Rabi Ray a^ bis 
fallDwarrtQ avsmge RsQ^s.hunilHitioa 
at the pgrUamentaty' ibi}. “If I was 
sheltering Nay«k, wo^l have r«c«n«. 
mended hu expulsion frem tNr ,pacf 








Rabi Das, Managing Editor Pragati- 
vadi _ 

ty’” asks Basudev Mahapatra. Of 
course, as the president of the Cuttack 
DCC(I), he did recommend Nayak’s 
expulsion to the PCQl), but that was 
nine days after the incident By that 
time almost everyone in Onssa Imd 
started to believe that both Niullick 
and Mahapatra were involved in the 
mcident in some way or the other The 
incident had already become the talk¬ 
ing point all over the country, so much 
so that several days later, OPCC(I) 
president Chintamani Jena, had to 
publicly promise that U the culprits 
were being sheltered by any party 
member he too would be exmlled, and 
even ministers would not be spared. 
The situation had become so hot for 
Mullick and Mahapatra in particular 
and Congressfl) generally, that the 
expulsion was the least that could be 
done. Nayak was formally expeUed on 
19 October; he surrendered at the 
Jagatsinghpur police station at 6 am 
on 20 October. 

Initially, Nanda Mohanty felt smug 
enough and safe enou^ and did not 
move out of Biridi. Alter all, he had 
not been named by Nabakishore in his 
FIR. But the crune branch of the 
police, who had taken over the inves¬ 
tigation on 8 October, decided to 
arrest him. Even if he was not involved 
in the incident, he was certainly a 
party to the confinement of Naba¬ 
kishore at the Bindi Congressfl) office 
earlier on the day Chabir^i died. 
Strangely again the local police could 
not find him till 8 October, although 
several newsmen who had gone to 
Biridi to investigate the incident found 
him moving about freely in that local¬ 
ity. Some newsmen even talked to him 
on 8 October. On 5 October he was 
seen with Lakshman Mullick in that 
locality. Even Mullick does not deny 
this. "Yes, he was with me, but then I 
did not Itnow he had anything to do 
with the incident,” Mullick says. On 
the same day Miiwtk had also seen 
Navak. 


C J HABIRANI would surely 
have lived if a childhood 
dream of hers had not 
come true. From her 

. school days, she had 

nursed a secret wish to be reco^ised 
as a writer. The poems she wrote had 
been admired by her classmates 
“Even at that tender age she could 
write beautiful geets (lyrics),” Naba¬ 
kishore says (these lyrics apparently 
played their part in his pre-mantal 
love affair with Chabirani). Two of her 
poems were even printed in Durmukb 
early this year. 

It was not Nabakishore’s idea that 
he should file reports in his spare 
time. Chabirani, by far the more ar¬ 
ticulate and ambitious of the two, 
literally goaded him into it. For, she 
thought, through him she would be 
able to realise her own dreams. And 
she did. Chabirani, whose family is 
from Bengal, was barely 16 when she 
met and fell in love with Nabakishore. 
Having completed a five-year sahity- 
acharya course in Sanskrit from Puri’s 
Jagannath Veda Karma Vidyapith in 
1970, Nabakishore had come to work 
in the Krishna Balaram Math which 
Chabirani’s eldest brother, Achyuta- 
nanda Das Mahapatra, 34, manages. 
Nabakishore stayed with her family in 
the math. Proximity led to intimacy, 
and finally .to their marriage at the 
famous Jagannath temple. The same 
year, Chabirani passed the matricula¬ 
tion examination and gave birth to 
their first son, Lalu. Leaving Lalu 
behind with her parents (he has been 
staying with them since then) she 
moved out of Puri with her husband 
when Nabaki^ore wanted to seek his 
fortune elsewhere Two-year-old Dany 
was their fourth child; two children- 
bom between Lalu and Dany had died. 

When Nabakishore, an incorrigible 
drifter, walked into Biridi, a fairly 
prosperous village some 25 kilometres 
east of Cuttack on the bank of 
Biluakhai nver, with an irrigation can¬ 
al cutting right through its rich nee 
fields, he had no pretensions of being 
a journalist. For him, Biridi was just 
another stop; one other place to try bis 
luck. Biridi was close to Dihasahiban, 
a village some eight kilometres away 
on the other side of the river, where he 
was bom and where his parents still 
live with Nabakishore’s four brothers 
(one of whom is a graduate and 
another is in college) and two sisters 
(studymg in class eleven and eight), 
tending a four-acre farm If Naba¬ 
kishore failed again he could just cross 
the river and return to his parents. 

Nabakishore’s ambition was to be¬ 
come a Sanskrit teacher, and he got 
his first break in 1972 at the Lai 
Bahadur Memorial School, at Salepur 
in Cuttack district. His salary was Rs 
227. But after about three years, he 
left for a better job, at Bant^ar High 
School in the same district; his salary 
now was Rs 375. He l^t this after 


about a year to take up another job 
closer'Vb his native village, at Sadansa 
High School at the same salary. Within 
a year, however, he was sacked. “This 
is because I got into trouble with the 
school inspector,” Nabakishore ex¬ 
plains. Drifting into Nimapara in Puri 
district in 197^ he picked im a clerical 
job on a monthly salary of Rs 300 to 
work in the government’s land con¬ 
solidation programme. After the pro¬ 
ject was completed early this year, the 
job ended. 

Then, to Biridi. Nabakishore knew 
quite a few people in this village. But 
nobody could get him any employ¬ 
ment. Then someone suggested; “Why 
don’t you take up the agency for 
newspapers? Quite a few of us read 
newspapers, but to get them, either we 
have to go to Jagatsinghpur or depend 
on stale copies reaching us by post.” 
Hiat was an idea. Nabakishore se¬ 
cured the agency for Pragativadi on 28 
May 1980. Nirvika, Niankhunta, 
Samau Durmukh, Chandamama fol¬ 
lowed. In the last week of September 
he had even deposited money with a 
Cuttack bookseller as advance against 
a regular supply of three copies of 
Sunday. 

Chabirani now calculated that if 
Nabakishore offered to send reports 
without a^ing for money to some of 
t),e papers he was selling, his offer, 
would be accepted. That would not 
only enhance her husband’s influence 
over the community, but could also 
lead to the realisation of her own 
dreams of getting published. She was 
right. Siankhuttta, Nirvika, and Praga¬ 
tivadi accepted Nabakishore as an 
unpaid stringer. And Durmukh, the 
monthly magarine preferred to take 
on Chabirani. 

T he first few despatches were in¬ 
nocuous. Then in June, Naba¬ 
kishore wrote a piece in Nirvika alleg¬ 
ing that the doctor and the compound¬ 
er of the local primary health centre 
were systematically pilfering medi¬ 
cines and were selling them outside. 
That was the first of a serie s of reports 
he wrote between June and Septem¬ 
ber which stirred up the hornets’ nest. 
The report was contradicted, but 
Nabakiwore remained undeterred. In 
another of his repons he antagonised 
Raju Rao Dora, tne moneybag and the 
moneylender of the village. Apart 
from being the sole selling agent for 
cement and fertiliser, Raju Dora held 
the local community literally in his 
grip with his money-power- almost 
every villager had borrowed from him 
at the usual exorbitant rates of in¬ 
terest. 

When Nabakishore wrote in Niank¬ 
hunta that Raju Dora was selling 
adulterated cement, little did he real¬ 
ise that he was walking into a mine¬ 
field. Durmukh also published an iden¬ 
tical despatch from Chabirani. Dora 
was upset; more so because once ear¬ 
lier his licence had been cancelled on 
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Theft from block office 

From our own corrMpondcnt 


Blridi.lO/S; Some days back six quintals of 
wheat that came for the Food for Work 
Programme was stolen from the block 
office. The theft came to light when on 
29.7.80 the Jagatsinghpur police were in¬ 
vestigating another case of theft After the 
investigation, the police took some people 
to the police station After getting this 
information from the local people, the 
SOO of Jagatsinghpur informed the police 
about the theft on 30.7 80 Forced by 
circumstances, the BDO of Bindi in¬ 
formed the SDO of Jagatsinghpur on 
31 7.80 that SIX quintals of wheat was short 
in his stock 

The theft has created a sensation in the 
locality Prior to this case of theft from the 
block office, theft had occurred twice or 
thrice from the same office But at the 
moment attempts are being made to hush 
up the matter 

PragaiivaiJi It S SO 

Attack on Journalist 

From our own correspomient 

Biiidi, 18/8. On 10th last the local cement 
stockist Ram Rao Dora, along with some 
other people, suddenly attacked the local 
newsman, Naba Kisnore Mahapatra at 
about seven in the evening. 

A case alleging pilferage of cement and 
cheating in wdghts is pending against Mr 
Dora in the court. 

PralaUvadi 19890 

Misuse of block jeep 

From our own corrapoadnt 

BlrMi, 1/9; The block jeep here is bemg 
grossly misused It seems it is used more 
tor personal and private work than genuine 
government work. 

The jeep goes frequently to Bhadrak, 
though tnere is no reasorwby it should go 
there. Incidentally, the BDO belongs to 
Bhadrak and has left his family there. 
Betides, the jeep can be seen going to 
Cuttack frequently, mostly to cinema 
houses, and the occupants include local 
ruling party leaders. It it learnt shat cxmi- 
plaints have been Ibdged about it to die 
(fitttict authofides. hut they have not 
yialded any results, 

PnguM^i; 3,9.90. 

"Tmnluaa imO aijm " 


almost idaritlcal charges. He had got 
his licence back only recently, after 
the Congress (!) came to power in the 
state. Raju retaliated by sending some 
of his musclemen to Nabakishore’s 
place on 10 August to teech the obstin¬ 
ate reporter a lesson. The musclemen 
beat him up and jroughed up Chabirani 
too, according to Nabakisnore’s com¬ 
plaint to the police. It was on this 
complaint that the police lodged a case 
against Raju and two of his associates, 
Babajl Buna, an illicit liquor seller, 
and Jogi Buna, a fruit seller. Raju 
Dora claimed that his men had gone to 
Nabakishore’s place only to persuade 
him to vacate the one-room shack in 
which he was staving since Raju Dora 
needed the shack for his own use. 

Nevertheless, Raju Dora was 
arrested by the police. Most interes¬ 
tingly, it was initially on Dibakar 
Nayak’s instigation that Nabakishore 
had written against Raju Dora. Dora 
was a Lok Dal supporter and financier, 
and Nayak, the loyal Congress(l) sup- 

E orter that he was, wanted to teach 
>ora a lesson. But after the Congres- 
s(l) victory in the Assembly elections, 
Dora, like a good businessman, switch¬ 
ed sides, and began supporting the 
Congress(I). And Nayak then dutifully 
became the rich man’s friend against 
Nabakishore. 

Nabakishore was making enemies 
fast. He incurred Sudhir Farida’s 
wrath when in one of his reports 
(published in Nirvika) he linked Fari¬ 
da’s name with a lady social worker. 


Dumukh, again, carriad almost id«n 
tical reports at about the same time 
As a result, Paride had threatened t< 
thrash Nabakishore. The all-powerfu 
local BDO, Sultan Mohammed, wei 
also angry ever one of Nabaklsnore't 
despatcnes, about the theft of whew 
from tjhe block development offici 
stores. The report, which appeared it 
Praatlvadi (fl August) aUeged the 
the BDO had not reported the theft it 
order to shield the culprits. (It we; 
later officially explained that thi 
“rats” were the culprits,) In ye' 
another report in the same paper (1 
September), Nabakishore aUeged that 
the BDO’s vehicle was being usee 
freely by the local Congressd) leaden 
for party work, which was verifiablj 
true. 

Thus, in a little over four months 
between May and September, Naba 
kishore managed to alienate anti 
antagonise almost all the people whe 
were locally powerful—the BDO, ihs 
richest landlord/moneylender, the 
doctor, the supply inspector, and the 
lady social organiser with his report¬ 
ing. True, he never wrote anytning 
specifically against the local Congres¬ 
sd) bigwigs Dibakar Nayak and Nanda 
Mohanty. “This would have been 
suicidal,” Nabakishore says. For a 
time, he was even quite friendly with 
them. But with so many powerful men 
arrayed against him, could any politi¬ 
cian afford to be on Nabakisnore’s 
side? Nayak and Molianty deserted 
him and joined the other camp when 
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Lakshman Mulhck, MP _ 

Nabakishore needed them most 
Another person against whom he had 
written nothing was the officer-in- 
charge of the Jagatsinghpur police 
station, R N. Prusty 

As It IS, there were very few people 
in the village whom Nabakishore could 
call his friends. One reason was that 
by nature he was a loner, an introvert. 
He hardly went out, or socialised with 
people once he returned home for 
lunch at around 2 pm after dislfribut- 
ing the day’s newspapers. “I preferred 
to stay indoors and would go out only 
if I. had to get the rations or buy 
something I needed,” says Naba¬ 
kishore. The evenings he spent writing 
out his reports. He never called any¬ 
body to his house, nor did he call on 
anybody. Even ladies never came to 
his house to chat with Chabirani, 
which IS rather unusual in a village, 
where gossip is a favourite pastime of 
the ladies. Once in a while, Rama 
Rao’s unmarried daughter dropped in 
One frequent visitor though, was his 
next-door neighbour Hrudananda Pat- 
ra (35), an electrician’s helper 
The only person with whom both 
Natiakishore and Chabirani were real¬ 
ly friendly was an electrician, Deba 
Mahapatra. And that a^ain was the 
subject of gossip in the village. Under¬ 
standably, in a village like Biridi it is 
inconceivable that a lady of the house 
can be friendly to another man and 
invite him into the house even when 
her husband is out Nabakishore did 
not mind. “I know Deba since my 
Salepur days; his wife \$ a close friend 
of my wife. We thought of ourselves as 
of one family,” Nabakishore says. 

In the end, the revenge that the 
rich and the powerful took against 
Nabakishore was awful. It will leave 
scars not only on him but also on his 
children, panicularly the two'year-old 
who was fn his father’s arms when his 
mother wes being raped. But 'f)«rhaps 
journalism had answer too.' It was 
becauie he had contacts with editors 
that Nabakishore was able to tell his 
story to the world, and thus raise a 
.storm, OthgiNise, the rich and the 
powerful would, as usual, have gone 
bcotfree, despitb their villainy. 


J. B. Patnaik: Basudev Mahapatra 



HE death of Chabirani 
has become a major issue 
in Orissa. Such has been 
the protest that the Con- 
gress(l) is embarrassed, 
as its identifiable activists, Dibakar 
Nayak, the convener of the Biridi 
block Congre$s(I), and Nanda Mohan- 
nr, the secretary of the block Youth 
Congress(I), are amonjg the main ac¬ 
cused. Most of the others named by 
the aggrieved husband Nabakishore 
Mahapatra are either known Congres- 
s(I) workers or party tnusclemen. 

The incident occurred on 3 Octo¬ 
ber; Prajatantra, a Cuttack eveninger, 
broke the story in a small item in its 5 
October issue. The extent of the bru¬ 
tality came to light only when the 
Bhubaneshwar daily Pragativadi, of 
which Nabakishore was a correspon¬ 
dent, published the gory details as 
narrated by Nabakishore in its 6 Octo¬ 
ber issue. 

By then, anger was sweeping the 
villages around Biridi (although the 
villagers of Biridi itself appeared in¬ 
different). About 5,000 people from 
about 22 mauzas of the vicinity (which 
included the village where Naba¬ 
kishore was born) covering three de¬ 
nsely populated panch'ayats had liter¬ 
ally stormed into Biridi on 5 October, 
and raided the godowns and houses of 
Raju Rao Dora, one of the suspects. 
After ransacking the godowns, they set 
on fire a thatched barrack owned by 
Raiu’s brother Rama Rao (Naba¬ 
kishore was a tenant in one of the 
rooms) and then turned their attention 
to another row of tin-roofed houses, 
setting doors on fire and pulling out 
the tin roofs. The concrete residence 
of Raju was also damaged apd the mob 
made a bonfire of papers and docu¬ 
ments including the moneylender’s 
Jiiuidis and hana notes. Bags pf paddy 
were thrown into the nearest pond. 

And yet, when two Lok Dal mem¬ 
bers sought information from chief 
minister Jaoaki Ballav Patnaik in the 


Orissa Assembly on 7 October, the last 
day of Its budget session, the CM at 
first could only that he did not 
have any details. This was four days 
'after the incident had taken place. 
When opposition MLAs raised a furore 
in the afternoon, the CM did place a 
report before the Assembly, but it was 
at best sketchy. And, not until 19 
October were Nayak and Mohanty 
finally expelled from the Congres- 
s(I)—obviously when they had become 
too great an embarrassment. The CM 
had promised on 11 October that if any 
Congressman was involved in the inci¬ 
dent he would be expelled right away. 
On 16 October Patnaik appeared to be 
apologising for the administrative fai¬ 
lure (in tact, Nayak was still not 
caught) at a press conference in Bhu¬ 
baneshwar. “What can be done if Diba¬ 
kar is absconding,” he said. The fact is 
that Nayak was seen publicly moving 
around in Biridi even on 5 October. 

Congress(I) leaders are apologetic. 
The CM went to Biridi on 28 October 
and asked the people there what more 
they wanted after the expulsion of 
Nayak and Mohanty from the party, 
their arrest, the suspension of the OC 
and the ASI of Jagatshinghpur police 
station, and the demotion, transfer 
and suspension of the BDO. After 
arresting him the police had even 
paraded Mohanty through the streets 
of Jagatsin^pur; but they did not do 
this willingly: it was just that the 
angry local rickshawpullers refused to 
have a man like Mohanty on their 
rickshaws. 

Nabakishore was offered Rs 2000 
by the CM as token compensation, 
which he angrily refused J B. Patnaik 
is so upset about this that he recently 
called a newspaper editor to find out u 
he could persuade Nabakishore to 
accept the money. The CM obviously 
wanted to buy Nabakishore’s silence.' 
Patnaik, who himself was a joumalUt 
of distinction before taking to politics 
in the mid-Sixtics, however, asserts 
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that u was to express his grief over the 
tragedy that he had offered the 
money “I can't just imagine, why 
’ should a journalist be subjected to 
political victimisation^” he says 

The CM’s meeting at Biridi, howev 
er, was a disaster When he was driv 
tng down the narrow road leading to 
the village from the highway, some 
local people threw themselves before 
the CM’s car in an attempt to stop him 
The police intervened and cleared the 
human blockade His address was mar 
red bv constant booing and heckling 
bv the villagers The CongresslI) activ 
ISIS who had accompanied the CM in 
buses and trucks soon clashed with the 
local people after which the police 
made lathi charges Finailv, the police 
had to whisk awav the CM and other 
VIPs, including three ministers, the 
local MP Lakshman Mullick and some 
halfadoren Cnngress(i) MLAs before 
the situation got out of hand When 
Patnaik left the village he was perhaps 
wishing he had not made the trip 

The opposition, particularly the 
Lok Dal, has been able to convey an 
impression, especially among the vil 
lage women, that their chastity and 
their lives are not safe under the 
present administration Nabakishore 
plans to campaign during the forth 
coming by election for Lok Dal’s state 
working president Sarat Kar who is 
the SIX party opposition candidate 
against chief minister Patnaik at 
Athgarh assembly constituency Nor 
mally, Patnaik should have won easily 
but the Chabirani incident is surely 
going to make it much more difficult 
for him to win Moreover, this brutal 
murder follows the government’; mis 
management of flood relief and the 
anti Marwan agitations in western 
Orissa 

Understandably, the opposition is 
doing all It can to cash in on the 
incident Two Lok Dal general secre 
tanes, Rabi Ray and Madhu Limaye, 
visited Biridi and addressed protest 
meetings Later Rabi Ray, along with 
the leaders of other opposition parties, 
fanned out into neighbouring villages 
telling people how unsafe their lives 
and honour had become Bishnu Das, 
the president of Jagatsmghpur’s Swa 
mi Vivekananda Memorial College, 
and a staunch Lok Dal activist, has 
formed the Bindi Gana Sangram Sam 
ity With him are other opposition 
parties and groups—Janata party, 
BJP, Congress(U), CPI(M), CPI and 
even the miniscule Forward Bloc and 
SUCL "We want an end of Congress(I) 
goondaism,” Bishnu Das says 

And at Btndi, an eerie hush now 
descends even before sundown. The 
hat (which assembles every alternate 
day) folds up now befortfthe sun has 
dip^d enough What a changel Only a 
few weeks ago, before Cnabiram's 
death, shops remained open till late in 
the evening. Now everyone who comes 
to the bat (U la a mamr trading centre 
of the area) hurriesoack home early 
Chabirani looms largb; she haunts not 
just Biridi, but the whole of Onssa 

Phoio^raphs TOOSHAft PANDIT 




O N 29 October Nabakishore was 
kidnapped At 9 30 am, travelling 
bv rickshaw to the office of Pra^ativa 
di in -Bhubaneswar’s busy Rajmahal 
chowk area, he was intercepted at a 
lonelv stretch across an open ground 
bv a black Ambassador car Besides 
the driver, there were four others 
Ihree of them then got down and 
dragged Nabakishore into the car 
“The moment vou shout, vou are 
dead ” one of them threatened In the 
car Nabakishore was blindfolded and 
gagged with adhesive plaster After 
an hour s drive Nabakishore still 
unable to see or shout was asked to 
get down The kidnappers led him 
into a room where thev uncovered 
Nabakishore’s eses and removed the 
gag Nabakivhoie did not know where 
he was But the room had two wall 
shelves stacked with papeis a steel 
almirah a cot a few chairs and a pair 
of tdblds (drums) Nabakishore re 
calls 

Ihe kidnappers gave him a piece 
of paper on which was written that 
Nabakishore was on verv friendlv 
terms with Nanda Mohantv (one of 
the mam accused, who secured bail on 
27 October), that Mohantv wav not in 
anv wav connected with Chabiram’s 
death, that Nabakishore did not name 
Mohantv in the FIR, and that the 
police acted foolishly bv arresting 
Mohantv A tape recorder was switch 
ed on as Nabakishore read out the 
script given to him “OK, now vou ink 
sour thumb and put an impression on 
thr paper ’’ one of the kidnappers 
ordered offering him a blank piece of 
paper After Nabakishore had put his 
thumb impression, he was given 
another blank paper to sign “Spell 
your name right, no hankv pankv' 
one of them growled 

Then came the carrot At around 
noon suddenly the kidnappers 
seemed to have undergone a change 
of heart “After all. vour wife is 
alreadv dead and all the fuss and 
furore in the world will not bring her 
back to vou.” one of them said 


Another asked him to drop the case 
‘What IS the use of continuing^ ’ he 
asked Thev promised that if Naba 
kishore withdrew his complaint he 
would get a decent job And a bonus 
too “We will deposit Rs 50 000 ves, 
Rs 50 000 in vour name in the bank 
what else do vou want^’ thev said 
At about 5 pm two of the kidnap 
pers left The other two standing 
guard in the room fished out a 
svringe from a leather bag made 
Nabakishoie stretch out his left arm 
and injected some liquid Im 
mediatelv I started feeling groggv ’ 
Nabakishore savs Some time later 
the two who had gone out returned 
blindfolded Nabakishore and pushed 
him into the lar again Thev aban 
doned him at a desolate spot in 
Acharva \ ihai on the outskirts of 
Bhubaneswar and drove awav “I 
guess It was around 8 pm Bv that time 
I was teeling so sleeps that I did not 
have the siiength to take even a 
single step Nabakishore savs He 
tried to get the number of the car but 
failed as the car moved awav too fast 
in the direction ot Khandasin Lucki 
Iv a rickshaw came along tne road A 
wobbling Nabakishore got onto it and 
asked the iickshawpiiller to take him 
to Pragatiiddi office The office was 
closed but some workers of the press 
let Nabakishore in immediateiv he 
stretched out on the floor and soon he 
was fast asleep 

Some of the ediiorial staff who 
arrived in the ottice at about 8 am on 
30 October woke Nabakishore pave 
him tea and heaid the stoiv Some 
staff membcis rushed to the lesi 
dence of the papci s managing editor 
Rabi Das to seek his counsel Das 
advised Nabakishore to go the police 
which he did around noon A staff 
member of Pragatix ddi accompanied 
him to the police station from where 
Nabakishore was seiu for a medical 
check up to Bhubaneswar s gov 
ernment hospital The kidnappers 
were still at laige till our going to the 
press (31 October) 
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ETERNAL INDIA 



By Mrs Indira Gandhi 


Photographs by 
Jean-Louis Nou _ 

The texf of Eternal India has 
been written by Mrs Gandhi. 
She “shares with the reader 
her personal vision of India 
...She unravels the strands 
and examines the disparate 
elements that make up India. 
Above all, she initiates the 
reader into the many religious 
and mystical ideals that are 
an integral part of daily life ” 
Her text complements 
the photographs of Jean- 
Louis Nou, who travelled in 
India for 15 yeai% photo¬ 
graphing life and religion. 

^His photographs for this 
book are the fruits of a long 
coexistence with the Indian 
soil and Its people ," say the 
publishers. Created and pro¬ 
duced by Edita, Lausanne, 
this book is brought out by B. 

I. Publications, 45, Janpath, 
New Delhi, at the price of Rs 
400. We publish extracts. 
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14I>IA is a world in itself, 
it is too vast, too diverse 
for any complete descrip¬ 
tion. It is in the midst of a 
great transformation. In¬ 


deed, even I who have lived here all 
my life, travelled many thousands of 
miles covering known places as well as 
those difficult of access, I who have 
met million upon million of our people 
cannot claim to have seen and under¬ 
stood all, or even most of this extraor¬ 
dinary land. Every joumev brings to 
light some new facet, local legend or 
contemporary development. No nation 
has probably accumulated- such vast 
experience or endured so long as a 
civilization. As with knowledge, the 
more one delves, the deeper becomes 
the mystery and one finds that there is 
much more to know. 

What I can do here is merely to 
point out certain outlines and exam¬ 
ples that have helped to mould us as a 
people. 

No country should be judged by the 
standards of another. Until ^ou dis¬ 
card all labels and preconditioninfi, 
India will not reveal nerself. India is 
unlike anywhere else, perhaps not 
fully within comprehension, yet if ^ou 
are relaxed and receptive in mind, it is 
capable of yielding many worthwhile 
experiences and stimulating ideas. 
Look beyond the poverty, the heat dnd 
the dust, to the spirit of the people. 
What is it that has enabled tttem to 
endure when so many other civiliza¬ 
tions have crumbled? 

The concept of unity is almost as 
old as bidia itself. Wise men devised 
many ways of re-emphasising it, in 
epics and teachings and by the pil¬ 
grimages they enjoined upon us. We 
have ul the religions of the world. But 
we believe in giving them equal re¬ 
spect. India is a sub-continent vrith 
immense variation in geography, cli¬ 
mate, manner of life, language and 
taste. 

There is no pure unalloyed Indian. 
He can be a Oravidian, an Aryan, an 
Australoid or a Mongoloid. His haii 
mdy be fair or dark, straight or curly, 
the skin very fair or wheat-coloured, 
beige, brown or ebony. For India has 
alwa^ accepted races, tribes, ways of 
thou^ts and life, without demanding 
from them conformity which would 
negate individuality, vet stamping on 
them the unmistakable marie of uidi- 
anness. 

Yet the ideals in life, the'goal to be 
reached, the spiritual yearnings and 
ethical principles bring together these 
Averse people into one 
[ nation that makes up ‘Bhar- 
mpuntains, die plains, the 
rivers, the forests, the deserts and 
seas, evtm these hiring together in rare 
prcMition a geographical unit. 

unit this mversity a marvel'and 
even more so die -fact that it hah led 
not-tp division but tq srathesis and 
unity? Equally amadrdus is the vitality 
that has persisted stubbornly in the 
face, of every hutd ofJdndrance,. Bnt 
our idtatt^ is apt 'd^'dbytouS'Ohe of 

ihtbat lit th*]^itfoiididei 


integrau 
at’ rae 


Like India itself, Hinduism is incapable of confine¬ 
ment or description in words. It is philosophy, 
alhembracinp, ail-accepting, tolerant of other 
thoughts, giving vast freedom of choice in wor- 
ship...Hinduism is not an 1sm\ There is no prophet, 
no book, no dogma. 



\ India is unlike anywhere else... if you are relaxed 
and receptive in mind, it is capable of yielding 
many worthwhile experiences ana stimulating ideas. 
Look beyond the poverty, the heat and the dust to 
the spirit of the people. 







The quality of ancient India that is most striking is 
the breadth of its vision, its capacity to feel at home 
in vast spaces, to think of great stretches of time 
and astronomical numbers, a capacity matched 
only by the mathematicians of our age. 



oflndian vitality of imperishablenets. 

The quality of ancient India that is 
most striking is the breadth of its 
vision, Its capacity to feel at home in 
vast spaces, to think of great stretches 
of time and astronomical numbers, a 
capacity matched only by the mathe¬ 
maticians of our age. The nshis spoke 
of a day in Brahma’s life, a Kalpa, as 
equalling 4,320 million years. They 
conceived of a glow that was brighter 
than a thousand suns. They sang of the 
circle of birth and death, of creation 
and destruction, of the many ends 
which culminated in many beginnings. 
Obviously they were not men of little 
minds dwelling in a small land. They 
reached out to the ever-receding hori¬ 
zons of knowledge. So has Indian im¬ 
agination questioned easy certainties 
and finalities. 

Through Indian history runs a 
thread of enquiry bv sage, philosopher 
and king. This fearless search into the 
inner depths of man’s being gave birth 
to some of the most profound insights 
of the human race. The extraordinary 


daring of their speculation is revealed 
in Vedlc literature composed more 
than 3,S00 years ago. One of my 
favourites is the Rig Veda’s Hymn of 
Creation: 

TTian even nolhingnasa was not, nor 
existanca. 

Thara was no air than, nor tha haavans 
beyond It. 

what covered it? Where was It? In 
whose keeping? 

Was thara than cosmic water, in depths 
untathomed? 

Than there ware neither death nor im¬ 
mortality 

Nor was there then the torch of night and 
day 

Tha One breathed windlessly and self- 
sustaining 

There was that One than, and there was 
no other. 

At flr^t there was only darkness wrapped 
In darkness 

All this was only unillumlned water 
That One which came to be, enclosed in 
nothing 

Arose at last, bom of the power of heat 
In the beginning desire descended on 

It— 

That was the primal seed, born of the 
mind. 

The sages who have searched their 
hearts with wisdom 

Know that which is kin to that which Is 
not. 

But after all, who knows, and who can 
say 

whence It all came, and how creation 
happened? 

The gods themselvea are later than 
creation. 

So who knows truly whence It has 
arisen? 

Whence alt creation had its origin. 

He, whether he fashioned It or whether 
he did not. 

He, who surveys It ell from highest 
heaven 

He knows—or may be even he does not 
know. 

The tribals, the ancient inhabitants 
of the land, had their own myths of 
creation. It is interesting to compare 
the two. 

In the beginning there waa nothing but 
water, water, water. There was neither 
voice of God, nor of ghosts, no wmd, no 
rocks, no paths, no Jungle. As the sky is 
now, so was water tnm. On a great 
lotus-leaf that drifted here and tfiere on 
the water, sat Bhagwan. There waa no 
fnilt or flower to his Ufo: he aa alone. One 
day he rubbed his amt, and with the dirt 
that came off he made a crow, his 
daughter, Karloag. When siw could fty, 
Bhiman said to Tier, "Qo wtd find some 
earth for me, J am lonely here; I want to 
make a tvorfd." 

Scholars acknowledge the ancient 
Indian’s capacity for clear abstract 
thinking which was responsible for 
numeral notation and the decimal sys¬ 


tem of numerals. In the sixth century. 
Aryabhata in hit Aryabhatiya, one of 
the earliest surviving mathematical 
treatises, presupposes an earlier 
knowledge of this system of notation, 
which was to become the basis for all 
mathematical discovery. Who tha dis¬ 
coverer was is not known. But there is 
no doubt that from an early date such 
profound mathematical concepts as 
the xero and infinity were understood 
and used in the material science as 
well as metaphysics. Professor Hal¬ 
stead writes: ‘‘This giving to airy no¬ 
thing, not merely a local habitation 
and a name, a picture, a symbol, but 
helpful power, is the characteristic of 
the Hindu race from whence it sprang. 
It is like coining the Nirvana into 
dynamos. No single mathematical 
creation has been more potent for the 
general on-go of intelligence and 
power.” 

Dharma, or the ethical mode of life, 
has dominated Indian thought. Phi¬ 
losophy has deepened and widened 
the people’s outlook and helped an 
affectionate approach towards not 
only fellow beings but towa.rds all 
nature, especially animals, birds, trees 
and plants 


L ike India herself, Hinduism is in¬ 
capable of confinement or descrip¬ 
tion in words. It is philosophy, aU- 
embracing, all-accepting, tolerant of 








other thouf^ts, liviM va 
choice in worihlp. The manner of it 
and even whether there need be any at 
all—is God a being or the divinity in 
man or the force or quintessence of ail 
that is? In the Gita, Krishna in the 
form of God describes himself, 'I am 
the sceptre of rulers, the strategy of 
the conouerors, the silence of mystery, 
the wisdom of the wise.' 'I am the seat' 
of all being. No creature can live 
without Me.’ 


Hinduism is not an 'ism'. There is 
no prophet, no book, no dogma. The 
much discussed myriads of gods and 
goddesses are but different images of 
the formless, all pervasive ’energy’ of 
this universe and many others beyond 
it. Through the ages, within the Hincki 
fold, sages have broken away from any 
kind of crystallisation. Some founded 
sects and even new religions, offering 
greater liberty to those who felt, or 
were made to feel, fettered and suffo¬ 
cated. 


Does our religion stand in the way 
of progress or modernisation^ I would 
say no, contrary to some beliefs, for 
the great majority of Indians are by 
and large down to earth and not 
opposed to change, which they realise 
is beneficial to them. In all of us there 
is something of both strands. Thus 
even in the mind and habit of the 
scientist, science and some kind of 



This 


lis unitary vision did not arise through conquest 
but with a merging of races and cultures, the 
acceptance into the Brahmanic ethos of iarge 
numbers of indigenous peopie through the Vratya 
Stoma ceremony.,, caste and ciass were fiexibie. 


auperititioni co-axiit. But can we not 
say the same of the western or indus¬ 
trialised world? Have not the most 
violent iconpclasts set up new gods? 

One must admit that large numbers 
think of religion in terms of idols, and 
Indian practice has not always lived up 
to the precepts laid down. At different 
stages, large segments of our society 
have surrendered to intolerance and 
insolence. Customs or rites still persist 
which may have had some significance 
in an earlier age but are now anachro¬ 
nistic or even actually obstruct prog¬ 
ress. A case in point is the caste 
system. 

Yet in its philosophical ground¬ 
work, Hindu society does not aim at 
exclusiveness. From this has risen In¬ 
dia’s unrivalled capacity to accept and 
assimilate. It is also true that religious 
people respect and accept the saints 
and great SOuls of their religions. Hin¬ 
dus, Muslims, Christians, Sikhs will go 
with equal fervour to oj^tain the bles¬ 
sings or a Shankeracharya or a famous 
Muslim divine. When His Holiness the 
Pope came to Bombay in 1965, millions 
of people of all religious beliefs flock¬ 
ed to the airport for his blessings. You 
will often see a church, a mosque, a 
temple, a gurdwara all on the same 
road or in the same vicini^. 

India is a land of contradictions but 
basically isn’t every developed human 
being so? Can one even know another 
human being fully? How so a counti^? 
India’s seeming lack of sophistication 
is the result of centuries of spiritual 
evolution: the wisdom of countless 
saints mingled with experience of vast 
political upheavals. 

Our myths and legends are k«t 
stories of me past but experiences that 
are lived and relived by each succes¬ 
sive generation, very much part of our 
daily lives. Everyone quotes examples 
from them and the epics to* illustrate a 
point or draw a moral. It is not uncom¬ 
mon for our unlettered peasants and 
others who have never heard the 
names of the poets to quote couplets of 
Kabir or ask a riddle of Khusrau’s. In 
Srinagar, I have heard a boatman 
singing a song of queen Habba Kha- 
toon (sixteenth century) as he paddled 
along. That is why I once said that our 

n ne have a cultural literacy. 

’overty has not soured the Indian.' 
It has chastened him with a spirit of 
acceptance which is very different 
from resignation. There is no despair. 
On the contrary, he has learnt to feel 
and create beauty in the most adverse- 
conditions, to msike his own entenain- 
ment and music, to join in daqce. Even 
the poorest are hospitable, going out 
their way to welcome the unex¬ 
pected or unknown guest. 



Cultural enjoyment has been a 
great factor in Indian life. But the 
roots of all great arts, having their 
source in the village temple as an 
offering to the Almighty, were under¬ 
stood and appreciated in the farthest 
nooks and comers before they reached 
the centres of sophisticated excellence 
in aesthetic intake. Music, dance and 
drama, painting, sculpture and 
architecture, crafts and every other 
branch of aesthetic expression had a 
wide appreciative audience, whether 
in the village or in the tiiwn. The folk 
idiom was as much in vogue as the, 
classical. 

India remains deeply mooted in her 
past that she loves so well, but is, 
equally receptive to the nnost modern 
discoveries that have rewoluiioms^ 
life, without losing her balance in 
taifing in both; India has always been' 
jRfi 

One of our best known prayers iSJ 
From the unreal lead me to th'e real 
From darkness lead me to ligh t 
From death lead me to Eterrial Life. 





Indian 

WBmen 



O ur mythology has a rather beauti¬ 
ful concept of the ardbatfarish- 
wara a half female, half male combina¬ 
tion to make the perfect whole; Siva 
and Shakti. In referring to a divine 
couple, the name of the female is 
always taken first. Sitaram, Radhak- 
nshna, Gaurishankar, showing the 
high position reserved for the female. 

The Vedas asserted: “The wife is 
the the home.” In spite of other hand¬ 
icaps, the mother usually does rule 
over her domain. In the west, the 
mother-in-law who is the butt of jokes 
is the wife’s mother nagging her son- 
in-law. But in India the traditional 
picture of the mother-in-law is far from 
funny Alas, she soon forgets her own 
tribulations as a young bride and often 
bullies her daughter-in-law, who has to 
do much of the work. Women in the 
south have a higher status and are 
more independent because of the mat- 
rilinear system. In the north, women 
are more backward in the erstwhile 
Indian states. Polygamy used to be 
practised before Independence. In 
some hill regions there is polyandry. In 
the Mahabharata, the five Pandava 
brothers share a common wife Drupadi 
who, unlike the gentle Sita, more than 
held her own with all of them. 

The first woman of India, or prob¬ 
ably of anywhere in the worlo, to think 
of women's liberation and equality as 
we do today was Chitra of the 
Mahabharata jera. She was a princess, 
the only child of the king of Manipur. 
As she undertook all the ardouous 
tasks of an heir, she became rather' 
rough an>d unfeminlne. But one day 
she e^ieiJ Arjuna the Pandava prince, 
one of th<e heroes of the Mahabnarata, 
hunting in th e forest. Chitra fell de- 
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sperately in love with the handsome 
prince, out despaired of catching his 
eye because of her own plainness and 
lack of appeal. She beseeched the 
goddess to grant her beauty for just 
one year and indeed she was trans¬ 
formed and Arjuna was bewitched. No 
one recognised Chitra in her new 
guise. She was ecstatic, but the admi¬ 
nistration suffered, the people of the 
state felt unprotected and missed her 
and wondered where and how she had 
disappeared. Arjuna’s interest was 
held by many tales he heard of the 
princess’s valour and ability He 
yearned to meet the famous princess. 
Chitra decided to reveal her identity 
and her original form. Then it is that 
she says to Arjuna: “I am Chitra. No 
goddess to be worshipped nor yet the 
object of common pity to be brushed 
aside like a moth with indifference. If 
you deim to keep me by your side in 
the patai of danger and daring, if you 
allow me to share the great duties of 
your life, then you will know my true 
self.”* 

Laws and customs in India, as indeed 
in other countries, are made by men. 
In ancient times women enjoyed full 
freedom and equality. They were phi¬ 
losophers, such as Gargi of the Up- 
anisnadic period whose questions 
touched the very frontiers of know¬ 
ledge. Sanghamitra, daughter of 
Emperor Ashoka (second century BC) 
was the first missionary, undertaking 
the long and perilous journey by road 
to a port on the east coast and thence 
by sea, in order to carry the message of 
the Buddha's teaching to Ceylon. One 
of the great twenty-four Thirthankars, 
the teachers of the Jains, was 

Malli, a pnncess of Videha, later 
known a;i Mallinath. Leelavathi 
assisted her father Bhaskaiachaiva. 
who was an eminent mathematiLian 

Unfortunately, as the structure of 
society crytallised, this status 
changed. Manu (seventh century), law¬ 
maker of the Hindus, had some kind 
words to say about women but these 
seem to be by way of a sop to compen¬ 
sate for firmly relegating them to a 
secondary position in society, com¬ 
pletely subservient to their menfolk. 
Inevitably, some women did break 
these bonds. Razia Sultana reigned as 
Queen of Delhi in the thirteenth cen¬ 
tury. And we have Mirabai, the rebel 
saint princess of Chittoor, who left 
home to lead the life of a mendicant, 
wandering about expressing her love 
for Krishna in songs of her awn tender 
composition. Lakshmi Deti wrote a 
great commentary on the Mitakshara. 

Where outside India could one find 
a woman such as Ahilyabai. Deeply 
religious and renowned as a samt, 
when she assumed the regency of her 
state (Indore, Central India), she 
proved to be an able administrator and 


a courageous general in battle. Two 
other women who have captured the 
imagination; Rani Lakstiraibai ol 
Jhansi in the north and Rani Chen- 
namma of Kittur in the south. They 
both died while fitting the British. 
The English general who opposed Lak- 
shmibai called her the. “be^t and 
bravest of the rebel leaders.” She was 
just a young woman of twenty then. 

I n our own times, it was Mahatma 
(Gandhi who visualised woman pow¬ 
er and its use in his non-cooperation 
movement It was » giant step in 
women’s emancipation. There was a 
tremendous upsurge and arousing of 
social consciousness. Women of all 
classes and castes, from town and 
village, sophisticated as well as illiter 
ate. came alongside their menfolk to 
take equal part in the political ana 
constructive programmes of the Con¬ 
gress Party in our struggle for inde¬ 
pendence. They did not expect to be 
nor were they spared any hardship. 
The Indian National Congress hao 
three women presidents even before 
Independence; Annie Besant, Nellie 
Sen Gupta and Sarojini Naidu. In 1959, 
I was the fourth. 

India IS indebted to many fore¬ 
igners. Some gave us a deeper under¬ 
standing of our own ancient philoso¬ 
phy at a time when our colonial rulers 
seemed to have convinced us to deny 
its worth, thus rekindling the embers 
of a dominant national pride Others 
loved India as their own and identifed 
themselves with our problems and 
served our people with rare devotion. 
Most notable amongst the women was 
Annie Besant, a woman of ueat char¬ 
acter, the first woman president of the 
Indian National Congress. She was a 
suffragette and took a very prominent 
part in the Home Rule Movement and 
was put under house arrest. She did a 
great deal for education, especially 
women’s, establishing schools and col¬ 
leges. An ardent theosophist, she be¬ 
came president of the society and was 
responsible for the movement’s gain¬ 
ing momentum in India. 

Nellie Sen (iupta, anothe Britisher 
who made her home in India and 
became immediately involved in the 
the freedom stru^e, was made Con- 
ess president when her husband, the 
en president, was arrested. A brave 
woman, after Independence she chose 
to stay on in East Pakistan in spite of 
personal difficulties and separation 
from her family, in order to to sustain 
the morale of the minority communi¬ 
ties, the Hindus and tr^iafs. Until she 
died, she remained deeply concerned 
with the people and their problems. 

Margaret Noble, who took the name 
of Sister Nivedita, was the first west¬ 
ern woman to be received into an^ 
monastic order in India. She was inin- 


In our own times, it was Mahatma Gandhi who 
visualised woman power and its use in the non¬ 
cooperation movement 




ated by Swami Vivekananda 

Saroiim Naidu, the fiery Bengali 
poet, whose large-heartedness, eloqu¬ 
ence. charm and wit captivated all who 
met her, was intensely feminine She 
had an avid interest in people and 
theur lives She lapped up gossip, had a 
passion for beautiful sans, enjoyed 
good food and was brimming over with 
fun and liveliness After Independ¬ 
ence, Mrs Sarojini Naidu became gov 
emor of UP She was ideal for the job 
and It was largely due to her benevo 
lent and reassunng presence that UP 
was free from communal trouble in the 
grim days following the partition of 
the country 

There are thousands of examples of 
typical Indian women who merged 
from the shelter of closely guarded 
family lives, straight into confronta 
tion, not only with political oppression 
but face to face with the crudest 
elements of society For Gandhi 
alloted to them the task of picketing 
hquor shops and those selling foreign 
cloth They showed enormous ana un 
expected courage and ability in hold 
ing various party posts when more and 
more were arrested How then could 
they be kept back from later en 
deavours^ There was no need for a 
special movement for women’s libera 
non There was no conflict between 
men and women since both were en 
gaged in a common struggle Jawahar 
lal Nehru was an ardent supporter of 
women’s rights and was mainly re 
sponsible for opening up greater 
opportunities for their increasing in 
volvement in national affaii s At Inde 
pendence, women got the vote and 
soon afterwards the right to inheri 
tance and divorce Now they are also 
entitled to equal pay No vocation 
except the defence forces is barred to 
them Women of character have made 
their presence felt on the domestic 
scene and whenever affolded the 
opportunity have proved their capac 
1 ^ in whatever position they have 
occupied 

Paitition brought much misery and 
devastation in its tram, but it created 
conditions in which hundreds of 
thousands of women who had lost their 
husbands or fathers had perforce to 
btand on their own feet and earn their 
living Almost overnight the social 
taboo against women of good families 
working for money was swept aside 

Women have always been involved 
in social welfare work. Now new 
opportunities opened out for them and 
dealing with these problems, starting 
new schemes and programmes gave 
them poise and self-confidence 

Many women have come to the fore 
Some have been women governors, 
judges, ambassadors, besides the large 
ana increasing number of those who 
are working at all levels of politics, the 
administration, in business and the 
professions. In the rural areas, women 
are elected to viUege councils as chair¬ 
men or members. 

In legal ref onn.’-ai in other iphmret, 
■everel centuries of evolution have 
been compreued into a couple of 
IP^Mundmia, apitb tbe reault diat aodal 


The solution (for woman) lies neither m retreat into 
home nor escape from it The approach must be 
positive. The development of a ‘total’personality,^ 
which is constantly enlarging its area of aware¬ 
ness, a personality which because of its contact 
with reality and its courage to tread new paths, and 
through sheer force of character, 
compels attention. 



laws are ahead of actual practice Thus 
there is a lacuna between the legisla¬ 
tion for women's rights and the social 
sanctions required to make the legisla¬ 
tion 8 reality 

Woman is the conserver of tradi¬ 
tion, but she is also the absorber of the 
shocks of the future Therefore, she 
must be a bridge and a synthesiser 
She should not allow herself to be 
swept off her feet by superficial 
trends, nor yet be chaineo to the 
familiar. She must ensure the con¬ 
tinuity which strengthens roots and 
simultaneously engineer change and 
growth to keep society dynamic. 


abreast of increasing knowledge and 
sensitive to fast moving events The 
solution lies neither in fighting for 
equal position nor in denying it, neith¬ 
er in retreat into the home nor escape 
from it The approach must be posi¬ 
tive The development of a ’total’ per¬ 
sonality, Which is constantly eniirging 
its area of awareness, a personality 
which because of its contact with real¬ 
ity and us courage to tread new paths 
and through sheer force of .character. 
compels attention 

Tht prtyr i» from Brlhtit/wnyM UpttiiHita 
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The hypocrisy of the 


ruling 




By ASHOK MITRA 


T 


here is a W H Auden doggerel about private 
faces m public places being niter than public 
faces in private places This, alas, is now the 
general case The cultural milieu which de 
fines our polity—the milieu that gets talked 
about, written about, discussed about— is the milieu shaped 
by what I can only describe as the bourgeoisie This is 
inevitable, since, in our feudal capitalist framework, the 
bourgeoisie are in control of State power whoever controls 
the State apparatus emerges as the dominant entity in the 
system, influencing even its cultural norms and codes of 
ethics Even those who aie not in powei and supposedly 
represent the political opposition, cannot often protect 
themselves fiom being affected bv the cultural milieu 
created bv the bourgeoisie The values of the dominant 
groups have, in all countries and at all times tended to 
become the dominant values lending lustre to an aphoiism 
coined by Karl Marx nearly a quarter and a century ago in 
any epoch, it is the idea of the luling classes which asserts 
Itself as the ruling idea 

What goes for ideas also goes for morality The bourgeois 
values oui society swears by—and which are leflected in 
our Constitution—were transmitted to us mostly in the 
nineteenth century, from the Anglo Saxon world But while 
the latter has changed a great deal since, we on our patt 
have cjung on to the code of ethics the British masters 
imparted to us, our institutions have remained insensitive 
to the social and economic processes which have been 
convulsing the world in the more recent times The morality 
encompassing our daily perambulations has, therefore, 
clung to Its essentially Victorian roots, setting great store’ 
on the rigid observance of values as well as taboos This, 
however, is only one part of the stoiy There is another 
facet of the Victorian moral phenomenon outward rigidity 
is accompanied by a considerable ordei of hypocrisy It is a 
dual morality—one set of morality for outsiders, and a 
private one for oneself and one’s nearer and dearer ones 
For the latter, one reserves a great deal of love, considera 
tion and piety, on the collective plane, though, these 
attributes simplv evaporate Perhaps this duality is a- 
reflection ot the class cleavage in society Rational human 
beings find it awkward to explain away the anomalies and 
inequities in the existing social structure Yet these anoma 
lies and inequities provide the wherewithal for the suste 
nance of private affluence, the privrate affluence which 
allowed many of the Victorian gentlemen to indulge in the 

Dr Ashok Mura is the tsnance minister of West Bengal He 
lead this paper to the L nited Witters’Association, Madias, 
as the Fiank Moraes Lecture for 1980 
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I his advei tisement, inserted bv a London shoemaker in the 
Indian press during the halcyon days of the British Raj, 
provides a glimpse of the ruling culture we inherited 
Source Raj isetapbook of Biittsh lndia"bvChatle s Alle n 

pastime of extolling high moral principles The dichotomy 
in ethical principles was thus crucial for the survival of the 
self and the class to which the self belonged, the 
bourgeoisie For those belonging to the class, there was one 
set of moral principles which cut across the other set of 
principles laid down for the less privileged members of 
society 

The ruling classes in the Victorian period survived this 
absurdity, the working classes were not yet organised, and 
in any case the bounty yielded by the empire was adequate 
to take care of the occasional friction that would develop 
from the simultaneous application of the, two sets of 
morality Events have happened ever since which have led 
to a progressive decline, in most of the Western world, of 
this synthetic moral structure People have increasingly 
realised that the emperor of strict ethical principles had 
never really had any clothes The social turbulence current¬ 
ly noticeable in many Western capitalist countries, with the 
working classes in a sullen non productive mood and the 
children of the affluent disappearing into the wilderness of 
disenchantment, is a manifestation of crisis which has 
followed the crumbling of the moral facade 

The problem for us in India is more acute. We are no 
longer a part of the Empire, but neo-im^ialisitt and' 
neo colonialism—as ideas from which action springs—• 
continue to have a constituency of their own. Th^ „ 
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ing morality in the country, even in the post-Independence 
period, is an offshoot of the Victorian code of ethics; 
hypocrisy has remained as its principal source of inspira¬ 
tion. .Till as lone as economic tensions could be contained 
within reasonable limits, this hypocrisy was not the prog¬ 
enitor of social crisis. Not too many questions were asked, 
and the fewer questions asked, the fewer were the lies that 
needed to be propagated. Several developments have taken 
place in recent years to disturb the tranquillity. The 
dominance of a single political party, both at the Centre 
snd in the individual states, is by and large becoming an 
event of the past. As a consequence, there are other voices 
and other echoes reverberating under the Indian sky, 
People are no longer prepared to take everything for 
granted. Illiteracy at the level of 65 to 70 per cent 
notwithstanding, the working classes are beginning to get 
organised; their dissonances are' becoming increasingly 
audible. It is no longer possible to push under the carpet 
some of the more faring incongruities between the de¬ 
clamation of public principles and the content of private 
action. The emperor was of course always without clothes; 
but this state of clotheslessness cannot any longer be 
pretended to be a non-phenomenon. Citieens will discuss it. 
There is no way such discussions can be stopped or stalled. 
Or perhaps there is just one way—through the invocation of 
authoritarian edicts. Authoritarianism as the staple of a 
moral principle is, however, hopelessly out of alignment 
with our baste objective of developing India as a democra¬ 
tic, decentralised polity 

T here is thus a major dilemma of private ethics and 
public morality confronting us Let me illustrate what I 
have in mind m terms of a few stray examples An 
individual, whom 1 need not nime, contested the Lok Sabha 
election in 1977 from a particular constituency; he lost. He 
tried again in this year’s elections, but from a different 
constituency. He lost once more, by a margin close to 
seventy thousand votes This gentleman, twice in succes¬ 
sion rejected by the electorate, was sworn in as a full- 
fledged Cabinet minister in the government formed by 
Indira Gandhi last January, he has flourished ever since. 
Our public principles would say that such a thing is simply 
not done: a person, who has been rejected in no uncertain 
terms by the electorate, must not be appointed a Cabinet 
minister. But public morality had to be sidetracked in this 
case, private compulsions earned greater weight. Perhaps 
even twenty vears ago such a thing would not have been 
permitted till as long as the person concerned was not 
elected to the Lok Sarnia through some by-election or other 
In the present instance, no such assurance is being profer- 
red. We are merely being told—that too rather elliptical- 
ly—that the gentleman might have lost the Lok Sabha 
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election, but he happens to be a member of the Rajya /; 
Sabha till November 1981, and there is, therefore, no bar to i 
his being appointed a minister in the Union Cabinet. AU 
one can comment is that, perhaps twenty years ago, this 
kind of rationalisation would have been consider ou^ 
rageous even in circles proximate to the ruling classes. One . 
is either nominated to the Rajya Sabha, or elected to it by '1 
the indirect method. The membership of the Rajya Sabha .1 
should not, must not, cannot expiate for the fact that the , 
individual concerned has been informed by the electorate 
of their lack of confidence in him. In terms of bourgeois 
parliamentary conventions, the gentleman, on his own, ) 
should have chosen to opt out of office, and there should ’ 
have been no occasion for the Prime Minister to invite him - 
to join office. His presence in the Union Cabinet is < 
symptomatic of the degeneracy that has spread to public - 
morals. I 

Or take the case of another member of the Union, 
Cabinet. Infnnging rules and regulations, he decides to 
grant some special trade licences for a particular commodi- ! 
ty whose production is controlled by a public undertaking \ 
under his charge. The commodity is in snort supply all over 
the country. But the special licences are intended to cater 
to the needs of only the minister’s constituency. The 
licensees are all from the minister’s constituency; some of 
them are not even traceable, obviously the persons named 
licensees are covers for other names. Surprisingly—or not 
so surprisingly—despite the licences, no supply of the 
commodity reaches the constituency. The quantities issued 
against the licenses, we are told, have been diverted 
elsewhere at a high profit margin, some quantities 
apparently even smuggled into a neighbouring country. 
Apparently, crores and crores of rupees were made out of 
these transactions. Specific allegations detailing the names 
of the parties involved were mentioned in the course of a 
debate in the Lok Sabha. The minister does not offer one 
word in refutation of the allegations made. From the 
government side, it is the law minister who rises to defend 
the minister. He too does not deny that some irregularities 
have taken place. He is not however worried, his colleagM, 
the law minister assures each and all, is not at fault, onenas 
to do such things if one has to nurse one’s constituency. It 


Left Front members meeting in CPU Ml office in Calcutta in 1977 to elect leader. 
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was an astounding enunciation of a new moral principle, by 
the nation’s mimster for law, no less. A more explicit 
confession could scarcely be forthcoming: the facaae of 
pwliamentary democracy and public accountability not- 
withstandiiM. ministers will henceforth indite in unfair, 
dubious and shady transactions; ministers will ensure that 
some people, close to them, make money by virtue of 
disi^nsations granted to them; and each of such acts will be 

I ustified in the name of nursing a constituency. Given this 
ireakthrough' in parliamentary jurisprudence, murders 
too, we may assume, will sooner or later begin to be 
justified in the name of nursing a ministerial constituency. 

I consider this to be a development of tremendous 
imTOit in the annals of national morwty. For the first time, 
it has now been unequivocallv stated that where the 
interests of the ruling individuals or groups or classes are 
concerned, conventional public morality will no longer 
apply. For the ruling classes—the bourgeoisie, if you 
please—public ethics—as we have known it in the past— 
will from now on cease to have any dominion, it is their 
private interests which will detennine the shape and 
content of public decisions. 

Consider what happened in 1963 when a Union Cabinet 
minister was found responsible for some impropneties in 
regard to a contract involving a few Orissa mines. The 
minister was asked to resign, and he resigned. We have 
obviously travelled a great distance in the past seventeen 
years. 

I am afraid I have now to enter even more delicate 
territory. In a sense 12 June 1975, marks a major 
watershed in post-independence Indian political behaviour. 
A certain judgment was delivered by a particular High 
Court on that date, resulting m the disenfranchisement of 
the Prime Minister of the country. There was a precedent 
about what is to be done in such matters 'A similar court 
judgment some years ago had disenfranchised a Union 
Cabinet minister; the same Prime Minister had then asked 
the minister concerned to resign immediately, which he 
did. On 12 June 1975, the Prime Minister herself, however, 
did not resign. Many explanations were offered for her 
decision. But the essential fact remains that a precedent 
earlier established was not followed. Even worse was to 
follow within a bare fortnight. And whatever rationales— 
direct, straightforward, involved, contortious—are now 
made available for the declaration of the Emergency on 26 
June of that year, there would, I believe, be near-unanimity 
that had the High Court judgment been otherwise, no 
occasion for the declaration of the Emergency would have 
arisen. A private expediency—the obsessive anxiety of an 
individual to continue as Prime Minister without interrup¬ 
tion—contributed to the dismantling of public norms by 
the highest political functionary in the country. True, in 
arriving at her particular decision, she must also have been' 
influenced by considerations of the interests of her family, 
her party and her class. But this precisely is the point; 
where there is a conflict between what till now were 
considered as integral parts of bourgeois morality and the 
interests of the ruling class or the ruling group or the ruling 
individual, it was ordained that theTatter will from now on 
take precedence. As a consequence, public morality will 
cease to to distinguishable from whatever conduct is called 
for the furtherance of sectarian and class interests. 

We had an interregnum bounded by the Lok Sabha 
elections of March 1977 and January 1980, when the issue 
had once more become dormant. No longer though. What 
has been happening since last January indicates a return of 
the new code of pubUc morality that was enshrined in June 
1975. In recent weeks, yet another Cabinet minister, 
disenfranchised by a Hi^ Court, has decided not to resign 
pending the hearing of his appeal by the Supreme Court. 

It is an aspect of the hypocrisy which shrouds bourgeois 
morality that some of the unsavoury facts 1 will presently 
refer to are not generally discussed these days—neither by 
public men nor by the press. An element of fear over the 
consequences of open discussion of such issues could well 
be one reason-ior this sUence. But perhaps the more 
overriding factor is the synthetic nature of the moral fibre 
itself. Certain things are supposedly not to be done, such as 
criticising the highest of the land, even where -such 



criticism is based on the principles of established morality,^ 
Obviously, the application of moral principles is supposiw 
to stop somewhere, and must not slide into the genre of fese 
majeste. Never mind the claptrap of parliamenury demo¬ 
cracy and the Constitution, a corpus of ethics, feudal to the 
core, is sought to be given respectability in the final quarter 
of the twentieth century. 

By now, smce newspapers no longer refer to it, people 
have almost stopped even alluding to the report of the, 
enquiry coipmission on the Maruti group of companies. This 
is an extraordinary development. The commission of en¬ 
quiry was presided over by a sitting judge of the Supreme 
Court of India, Justice A. C. Gupta. Justice Gupta has not 
retired, nor has he been impeached. No further review In a 
superior judicial body has been undertaken—or is intended 
to be undertaken—of his findings. Therefore, as far as 
judicial pronouncements go, his observations and conclu¬ 
sions with respect to the activities he was commissioned to 
enquire into still stand unrefuted; it is a different matter if. 
the Government decides not to follow up on his recom¬ 
mendations. That the Government has not till now followed 
up on his recommendations is however scarcely any ground 
for assuming either that his recommendations are judicial* 
ly incorrect or that his conclusions are unsound. In other 
words, whatever the results of the elections for the Lbk 
Sabha, these cannot negate the judicial findings of the 
Maruti Commission of Enquiry. A political verdict can 
neither supplant, nor obhterate, a judicial verdict. This, 
again, is no enunciation of a new concept, but a mere 
reiteration of conventional public morality and established 
jurisprudence. 

In his findings, the judge castigated a particular indi¬ 
vidual, questioned his probity and business ethics, pro¬ 
nounced that he had taken unfair advantage of his being 
the offspring of the Prime Minister of the country at the 
time he ventured into his business and industrial opera¬ 
tions, and also indicated that, in the process, he was wilfully 
abetted by a number of officers of the Government. These 
were severe condemnations indeed. Till as long as these are 
not overturned by any other judicial pronouncements, they 
stand. It was therefore altogether remarkable that follow¬ 
ing the announcement of the Lok Sabha elections earlier 
this year and the induction of the new Cabinet, the Union 
Government began to pretend as if these findings were 
irrelevant. The castigated person was deliberately prom¬ 
oted as an outstanding national leader; if reports are to be 
believed, he also began to issue directives about how 
decisions are to be taken and implemented in the indi¬ 
vidual ministries. Often these directives were apparently 
-issued not through the Ministers who were in charge, but, 
by-passing them. When the individual died last June in a 
.foolish air crash, his death was turned into an officially 
organised national occasion; the paraphernalia of the state 
were used in a manner as would have the case were an 
important national leader to pass away, Government- , 
controlled radio and television, for example, broke into a, 
programme of unstated, but overt, official mourning. The« 
nineral march was officially supervised, even the hea^ of ■ 
the three wings of the defence forces were forced to 1 
observe the ritual of offering salutation to the body of JM ■ 
departed individual. A Government property was used TOT" 
cremating the body, and it is now proposed to set up &, 
memorial for the individual at the spot where he was 
cremated. 

To repeat what I said a while ago, these are major;' 
developments. Certain norms, which were passed to us > 
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from the Anglo-Saxon system of jurisprudence and which 
provided the moral basis of our Constitution when it was 
drafted, are now being completely pushed aside. The family 
of the Prime Minister is being identified with the state, ft is, 
tacitly taken for granted thdt a member of the Prime 
Minister’s household has to be treated differently than 
other citizens and has the prerogative to issue directives 
which civil servants are supposed to follow in the course of 
their official duties. And when a member' of the Eh'ime 
Minister’s family passes away, the subsequent obsequies 
have to be considered as official occasions It is also 
seemingly being stressed that two sets of judicial standards 
are to be applied* one set is intended for the general public, 
the other set will be reserved for, and exclusively applied in 
the case of, members of the household of the country’s 
Prime Minister A beginning towards this direction was of 
course already heralded during the Emergency when an 
amendment to the Constitution was rushed through which 
declared that the ordinary electoral laws will not apply in 
the case of such persons as may be appointed the President 
or the Prime Minister of the country. 

There are different wavs in which it is possible to 
interpret these developments The blander explanation is 
that a fabric of authoritarianism is being interleavened 
with the texture of parliamentary democracy. The Constitu¬ 
tional conventions are not being directly breached, but, 
through the availment of certain of its absentminded 
provisions, the Constitution itself is being used to set up a 
dual system of legality. The normal Parliamentary and 
judicial conventions will not from now on apply when 
certain citizens are involved. This was the purport of the 
Constitutional amendment with respect to electoral laws; 
and this was the meaning of the manner in which the 
administration was run between 12 June 197S, and the 
collapse of the Emergency following the declaration of the 
results of the March 1977 elections With the installation of 
the new government in January 1980, there is once more a 
concerted move to return to the legend which was being 
assiduously built during the Emergency—for the ruling 
family, for the ruling party, for the ruling class one set of 
norms and Miles will apply, for the rest of the citizenry, the 
ordinary norms will apply; when certain laws are infringed 
by members of the ruling household or the ruling party or 
the ruling class, such infringements are to be ignored; when 
infringed by others, such infringements will be stringently 
dealt with 

Whether the induction of this dual code of legality is 
Constitutionally permissible will be ultimately determined 
by the Supreme Court of India But since the composition of 
the Supreme Court is determined by the President, and the 
President, in terms of one of those more recent Constitu¬ 
tional amendments, must under all circumstances sub¬ 
scribe to the predilections of the council of ministers in the 
Union Cabinet, even within the framework of the existing 
Constitutional arrangements', it is possible to conceive of a 
situation where, over a period of time, the wishes of the 
government are always vetted by the Supreme Court. T^e 
Constitution would then stridently invoke the principle of 
dual morality and dual legality Once that milestone is 
reached, the distinction between the executive and the 
judicial wings of the governments would be .-wiped out. 

Could not one suggest that the denouement we <ire 
experiencing is the climacteric of the inevitable crisis the 
parliamentary democratic system, given its class arrange¬ 
ments,. was destined for? For nearly three decades 
following Independence, it was possible for us to pay lip 
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service to the rituals of parliamentary democracy, aduli 
suffrage, equality before law, freedom of expression and 
association, and so on. But the observance of these rituals 
in letter as well as in spirit, has led to a number of bMic 
difficulties for the ruling household, the ruling party and 
the ruling class. The Victorian moral apparatus has i 
certain attractivaness; it exudes virtue, uprightness 
evenhanded justice, etc. As we have garnered from ths 
novels of Charles Dickens, all this was a gigantic hoax, thi 
Victorian climata was also a climate of hypocrisy, double 
dealing and dual sets of moral behaviour. It has taken mort 
than three decades since Independence, but, finally, th« 
admission is forthcoming that the bourgeois code of ethici 
and legality is no longer maintainable in our fracturec 
society. It is not maintainable because individual, grouj; 
and class interests would not allow it to be maintained. Ir 
the preface to Das Kapital, Karl Marx made a somewhat 
flippant, but most perspicacious, observation that th< 
English Established Church, if ever called upon to make 
the choice, would more readily pardon an attack on 38 of it! 
39 Articles than on 1^9 of its income. The tussle betweer 
private ethics and public morality we are witnessing in oui 
country is a manifestation of the same genre of choice, and 
the choice has been indicated. Given the option, the ruling 
classes will cling on to their particular rights to privilege 
property and income and will be happy enough—and eaget 
enough—to give up the pretence of conforming to estab 
hshed constitutional, legal and social conventions and 
ethics This brazen affirmation of a dual structure oi 
morality however has had certain awesome spin-offs In this 
nation, which is given to hero worship, it is implicitly taken 
for granted that codes of ethics and morality set by the 
highest in the land are to be emulated by each with all. 
Learn from your leaders, is the lesson that, whethei 
explicitly or implicitly, is taught to our children in the 
schools. This is the lesson which parents try to impart tc 
their offspring in the households. This again is the lesson 
which the millions of our countiymen in town and country, 
the vast majority of whom are without letters and without a 
trace of social awareness, have been called upon to imbibe. 
The national leadership sets the example, sets the tone, sets 
the pace. Once it becomes clear that this leadership has 
embarked on practising a two-level code of ethics, the rest 
of the nation gleefully follows suit. Can we deny the fact 
that, in recent years, there has been an explosion of unfair 
economic and social practices in our country? In all 
spheres, standards are in a shambles; whether it is cheating 
in the examinations on the part of students, or unconscion¬ 
able profiteering on the part of traders and industrialists, 
or cutting of corners on the part of both politicians and civil 
servants, or shirking of work on the part of employees, 
there is a general pervasive decline in social behaviour. We 
are in danger of being reduced to a nation of thieves, 
cardsharpers and scallawags. This cannot, should not be our 
destiny, but this is where we have almost arrived-at, and all 
because the ruling party, the ruling class, the ruling 
household have decided that their sectarian and private 
interests must be furthered at all times and at all costs,-and 
established codes of morality and legality must not stand in 
the way. The floodgates of immorality having been opened 
at the very top, the consequences will have to be borne by 
the entire nation. 

Many of us, who belong to the Left, have been urging, for 
the past several years, for a re-ordering of the Constitution¬ 
al provisions since, an our view, the existing Constitution is 
both inimical to growth and incapable of fostering national 
harmony. I must confess that till now our voices Were more 
or less voices in the wilderness; we were not succeeding 
very far with the task of exposing the hollowness of the 
existing Constitutional arrangements. Now the attack has 
been mounted from the other side. By their recent man¬ 
oeuvres, the ruling classes have made it abundantly clear 
that the claptrap of the Constitution is not to be taken 
seriously; till as long as those in power can use the 
Constitution to their advantage, it is to be tolerated; as soon 
as the Constitution blocks their way to private profit¬ 
making, its provisions have to be scrapped. This exj^sure 
of the non-divinity of the Constitution js not an inconsider¬ 
able gam for those of us who would like to advance towards 
an alternative political structure. 

"' ';T. 
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Sanjay^s men 
demand a 
samadhi 


SHUBHABRATA BHATTACHARYA reports 






Youth Coagressd) workers amve 



It was only at one pm that one 
sub inspector and two constables from 
the nearby Daryaganj police station 
went to the spot The sub inspector left 
in a short while, but only after saluting 
the photograph The two constables 
remained to watch the dharna Till 30 
October, no formal complaint had 
been lodged with the police, either by 
the Shantivana committee or by other 
agencies like the CPWD or the Delhi 
Development Authority although the 
dharna and the ‘recreation’ of the 
samadhi on CPWD land did constitute 
a trespass on government land 
The dharna, at the time of writing 
in Its seventh successive day, is de 
manding the restoration of the 
samadhi of Sanjay Gandhi The brick 
and mortar platform which had been 
erected amidst controversy on the 
grounds of Jawaharlal Nehru’s 
samadhi, Shantivana, during the night 
of 23 24 June for the cremation of 
Sanjay Gandhi, was demolished over 
night in the middle of September The 
official explanation was ambiguous It 
said that the demolition did not mean 
that Sanjay Gandhi was being erased 
from the memoijr of the people But 

The photograph is garlanded 


A ction on the forenoon of 24 Octo 
ber was swift and well planned At 
11 am three busloads of about 200 
volunteers arrived at Shantivana 
They unloaded their ‘equipment’ (con 
sisting of bamboo stakes, shamianas- 
.nylon ropes, etc) from the buses, 
proceeded to the exact spot where 
Sanjay Gandhi had been cremated, 
demarcated the area with powdered 
chalk and •cordoned it off, placed a 
life size photograph of the late leader 
and garlanded it One group busied 
Itself with the task of re building the 
samadhi and another set up a 12ft high 
shamiana very close by for staging a 
dharna All this in seven minutes Bv 
11 10 am the organisers had begun the 
dharna while chanting “Sanjay Gan 
d/ji Amar Rahe” (Long live Sanjay 
Gandhi) 

The organisers, calling themselves 
the Sanjay Gandhi Vichar Manch, took 
the government and the police by 
surprise The “takeover” was witnes 
sed only by the grass cutters of Shanti 
vana and D P Singh, the CPWD 
section officer, in charge of the Shanti 
vana horticulture section 
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the manner in which the demolition 
was carried out under cover of dark¬ 
ness made many suspicious. While the 
senior leaders of the Congress(l) and 
the Youth Con^ress(I) accepted the 
official explanation without a murmur, 
a section of the Delhi Youth Congres- 
$(I) office-bearers challenged the De¬ 
lhi administration soon after the de¬ 
molition. Sensing the official apathy, 
the'members of the Congress(I) got 
together under the banner of the San- 
jay Gandhi Vichar Manch and took the 
government by surprise on 24 October 
and staged the dharna. 

The organisers, two of them general 
secretaries of the Delhi Pradesh Youth 
Congress(l), Sudarshan Awasthy and 
Satish Yadav (while a third, Trivender 
Singh Bedi, is the organising secretary 
of the Delhi Sadar District Youth Con- 
gress(I) ) were closely associated with 
Sanjay and had gone to jail each tune 
their leader courted arrest But why 
had they not organised their protest 
under the aegis of the Delhi PYC(I)? 
On the evening of 24 October the 
answer was apparent when the Delhi 
PYC(I) president and one-time ardent 
Sanjay Gandhi supporter, Jagdish Tyt- 
ler, now MP, issued a statement that 
the action of two of his general secre¬ 
taries was “weakening” the party The 
same evening Tytler advised the orga¬ 
nisers to go to the PM’s house and talk 
It over with Mrs Gandhi. Awasthy, 
Yadav and Bedi told him that they had 
chosen their course of action and did 
not want Tytler to interfere The dhat; 
na was even more embarrassing to 
Tytler since most of those taking part 
in the dharna were from his par¬ 
liamentary constituency, Delhi Sadar 
The top leaders of the Congress!I) 
did not even go to meet the protesters 
Only former YC(1) general secretary 
Gufran-e-Azam and Madhya Pradesh 
leader Mahesh Joshi met them and 
tried to persuade them to give up their 



dharna But the protesters went a step 
further they sent bangles to the close 
associates of Sanjay Gandhi, like Kam- 
al Nath, Akbar Ahmed, Arun Nehru 
and others. The sentiment of the pro¬ 
testers towards the top leadership was 
summed up in one paragraph of the 
statement issued by the Sanjay Gan¬ 
dhi Vichar Manch on the takeover of 
the cremation ground It said “These 
officers used to stand in long queues 
(or hours to meet Sanjay Gandhi and 
used to wait for hours to meet him. But 
now they have got no time for him or 
for his memory ” 



Members of the Sanjay Gandht Vichar Manch start the dharna 


Seven minutes from the start 
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Dorn Moraes’“principles” 
and his publishers 

He threatened to pressurise Vikas through ‘personal friend’ 
Mrs Gandhi 


New Delhi: Before releasing a new 
book, ir is normal for a publisher to try 
and get extracts reproduced in any 
widely-circulated journal The journal, 
for a comparatively small fee, is able 
to give Its readers an exclusive look at 
the contents of a book, the publisher 
gets what amounts to virtually free 
publicity for his book The saleability 
of the book is obviously increased 
Dom Moraes’ biography of his proc 
laimed heroine, Mrs Indira Gandhi, 
had been long awaited in publishing 
circles According to many critics, the 
book has turned out to be damper than 
most damp squibs, but before anyone 
had seen it, there was genuine anti¬ 
cipation Vikas Publishing House, the 
well-known Delhi firm, got the Indian 
publishing rights And they gave per¬ 
mission to Sunday to carry extracts 
from Moraes’ Mrs Gandhi (which 
appeared in our June, July and August, 
issues) As It turned out, there was a 
misunderstanding about who had the 
power to allow these rights of serialisa¬ 
tion, Moraes says that he has the 
rights, and the serialisation should 
have been done with his consent. 
Vikas maintain that, as Indian pub¬ 
lishers (the book was originally pub¬ 
lished by Jonathan Cape Ltd of Lon¬ 
don) they are well within their ri^ts 
to allow serialisation of extracts in a 
widely<irculated magazine like Sun¬ 
day in order to achieve better sales 
And then, in the 5 October issue of 
the paper he edits, the Sunday Stan¬ 
dard, Dom Moraes, deviating from the 
ethics of journalism, used the columns 
of his paper to publicise his personal 
quarrel with his publisher He attack¬ 
ed not merely Vikas, but Indian pub¬ 
lishers in general And the publishing 
industry replied equally harshly—in¬ 
deed, It transpired that Dom Moraes 
had not been very principled in his 
dealings with at least one publisher. 
Vision Books (see box) 

The first salvo in the Moraes-Vikas 
war was fired by Mr Moraes on 30 
July, when he wrote to Mr Narendra 
Kumar, the managing director of 
Vikas, charging that the permission 
for extracts in Sunday had been given 
without the author’s consent Mr 
Kumar replied on 6 August, asserting 
that they had the right to get the book 
widely reviewed and publicised “in 
order to generate adequate demand to 
justify the edition ” In another letter 
on the same day Mr Kumar wrote to 
the editor of Sunday that “Although 


we have traditionally all rights relat¬ 
ing to co-publishing arrangements, yet 
Dom Moraes is creating confusion ab¬ 
out the serialisation n^ts. May I 
request you that no further excerpts 
from his book, entitled Mrs Gandhi, 
should be published till you hear from 
me ” 

In his letter to Mr Moraes, Mr 
Kumar assured the author that what¬ 
ever amount was received from Sun¬ 
day as payment for the senalisation 
would be passed on to him He added 
in his letter, “I hardly need to say that 
you as the author and we as the 
publishers ought to work closely to 
ensure the success of the book In¬ 
cidentally, senalisation in India does 
not involve big money and I am sure 
that you are aware of it. While the 
amounts received are negligible, the 
publicity thus generated is of greater 
relevance ” 

On 3 September Vikas received a 
letter from Mr Moraes’ agent in Lon¬ 
don, Ms Dinah Wiener of Curtis Brown 
Limited, which said- “As agent for 
Dom Moraes, I have in my possession 
copies of your recent correspondence 
with Jonathan Cape Ltd. Although we 
of course congratulate you on selling 
an extract from Mrs Gandhi to Sunday 
magazine, I think you are now aware 
of the fact that Curtis Brown control 
serial rights of this title I would, 
therefore, be most grateful if you 
could send me a cheque for the 
amount you received from Sunday for 
this extract, so that I can arrange foi 
payment to be made to Dom Moraes." 
The postscript to the letter added; “I 
would like to wish you every success 
with sales of Mrs Gandhi in India ” 

Ms Dinah Wiener’s letter was clear¬ 
ly a proper and businesslike response, 
there was no imputation of any im¬ 
propriety, and, if anything, the tone 
was a fnendly one Vikas was even 
congratulated for selling an extract to 
Sunday Mr Narendra Kumar replied 
to Ms Wiener on IS September, in¬ 
forming her that Vikas had written to 
the Reserve Bank of India requesting 
permission to remit what Sunday paid 
to Curtis Brown Ltd in London 

In the meanwhile, Mr Moraes’ book 
was not getting the kind of reception 
which any author would like. The book 
was generally dismissed as a poor 
exercise in egotism. According to one 
source, even Mrs Gandhi found the 
biography distasteful. But despite this, 
Mr Moraes indulged m dropping her 


name in his quarrel with Vikas. De¬ 
scribing the incident, Mr Narendra 
Kumar said: “Dom telephoned me on. 
18 September and said that he would 
like to meet me before lunch that day. 
I told him that he could meet me at my 
office m Daryagani. He told me he 
would call me back later as he was 
waiting for a word from the PM’s 
house as a meeting with her was 
scheduled for that afternoon. He told 
me, T would like you to know that I am 
going to speak to the PM about this 
and have Vikas fixed up.’ I wa^aghast 
I asked him how the Prime Minister of 
the country came into the picture 
when the issue was between an author 
and a publisher? Dom said that he was 
going to speak to her because she was 
a ‘personal fnend’ of his. I do not know 
what happened thereafter because he 
never spoke to me again that day and 
on the next day I had to leave for 
Madras for a meeting In my absence, 
Dom came to my office and threatened 
‘dire action’ against Vikas And the 
action has obviously been in the form 
of the malicious article published in 
his own paper.” 

I n that rather sulky article, Dom 
Moraes cast aspersions on the in¬ 
tegrity of Indian publishers in general, 
and Vikas in particular. Mr Moraes, 
still a British passport-holder and a 
man who has lived abroad longer than 
in India, apparently had no idea (or if 
he had an idea then his spleen pro¬ 
voked him to ignore the truth) about 
either the history of Vikas, or its 
reputation, when he made this charge. 
The Federation of Indian Publishers 
stoutly defended Vikas and Indian 
publishing The federation’s presi¬ 
dent, Mr Vishwanath, wrote to the 
editor of the Indian Express, under 
whom Mr Moraes works- “I would like 
to raise the question of the propriety 
of publishing slanderous material 
against the publishing community 
wherein specific names have been 
mentioned, as in the case of Dom 
Moraes’ article.” 

Vikas,’ who have published many 
l^ks by Mr Moraes in the past, are in 
a' belligerent mood, and mi^t even go 
to court Mr Kumar told niis corres¬ 
pondent that the late Frank Moraes, 
Dorn’s illustrious father, had signed an 
agreement with Vikas for writing a 
book Men and Memoirs on 27 Novem¬ 
ber 1970, and was paid an advance of 
Rs 5,000 for the purpose. But he died 
before the book could be written. Mr 
Kumar pointed out that as son and 
successor of his father, Mr Dom 
Moraes should have returned that sum 
to Vikas. 

Dom Moraes had signed agree¬ 
ments with Vikas to write five books in 
1970-71: My Son’s Father (paperback). 
From East and West (hardbound). The 
Tempest Within (hardbound). The 
Seventh Person and Collected Poems, 
Vikas have not vet received the manu¬ 
script for the last book, though the 
entire amount for writi|ig these five 
books has been paid in advance. 

Vikas is not the only publishing 
house which is unhappy with Mr 




Moraes and his attitude towards 
money. Vision Booij^s, owned by Mr 
Vishwanath, also had an unhappy ex¬ 
perience, and in connection wiui Mrs 
Gandhi. Mr Moraes had sold the idea 
of this book to Vision Books initially, 
and collected a sizeable amount from 
them as an advance. But later he 
backed out, and when reminded of his 
contractual obligations, Mr Moraes 
sent the publishers a bundle of clip¬ 
pings of his assorted, already pub¬ 
lished articles to be dressed into a 
book. 

According to Mr Vishwanath’s son, 
Mr Kapil Malhotra, who runs Vision 


Books, the agreement for the book was 
signed by Mr Moraes on 6 July 1977. In 
September that year Vision books 
went ahead to announce the book as a 
late 1978 release Seeing this 
announcement, Jonathan Cape of Bri¬ 
tain wrote to Vison books pointing out 
that Mr Moraes had already licensed 
the exclusive rights of the Indian edi¬ 
tion of the book to them. “Our surpnse 
at this juncture was perhaps ueater 
than his (Mr MoraesO own when he 
discovered the serialisation of his 
book in a magazine,” Mr Malhotra 
said. 

Shubhabrata Bhattacharya 
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Don’t believe 
the Chinese 

Dharamsala: China-held Tibet is no 
Shangri-la as the Chinese would have 
us believe On 25 July 1980, the Dalai 
Lama’s second delegation visited 
Tibet where a handful of Tibetans 
greeted them with pro-Dalai Lamp 
slogans This upset the Chinese and 
the visiting Tibetans were told to cilt 
short their trip and return to India. 
The delegation, on reaching India, 
gave a vivid description of the darker 
side of China-held Tibet. And what 
they said was not welcome to Chinese 
ears. There is freedom of religion in 
Tibet but people can only pray in 
private, most monasteries and temples 
are either in ruins or have been con¬ 
verted into fields and stores. In 
spite of many obstacles the Tibetans 
still go on pilgrimages to the temples 
in Lhasa from far-flung places like 
Kham and Amdo. “In most areas peo¬ 
ple are not allowed to leave their 
hometowns for pilgrimages. If they do, 
then their work points are cut and on 
returning home their wages drop dras¬ 
tically,” said Losang Jinpa, a promin¬ 
ent member of the delegation. 

The observations of the delegation 
did not surprise Sinologists. A foreign 
correspondent who recently visited 
Lhasa put it more vividly “The 
Chinese city (where Chinese live) of 
tree-lined boulevards ends abruptly 
and gives wav to medieval filth ” 

A. J. Singh 

HEALTHCARE 

The fall of 
King George 

Lucknow. Theie are doctors, hundreds 
of them in the hospital. But, stiangely, 
theie are no medicines, cotton ban¬ 
dages, antiseptics or injection syring¬ 
es The hospital is King George’s 
Medical College (KMGC) once a 
famous and recognised institution, 
now in the final stages of ruin Reason 
primarily financial Meagre grants, 
annual deficits and huge bank over¬ 
drafts make the closure of the institu¬ 
tion inevitable within the next couple 
of months 

Between 1974 and 1979, debts 
accumulated to Rs 1 34 crores because 
government grants have not kept pace 
with the increasing costs of living, 
rising prices of drugs, and the revised 
pay of the employees Grants of Rs 
1.20 crores for the medical college and 
Rs 58 lakhs for the hospital were fixed 
in 1974 and the figures remained un¬ 
changed even in 1979 

Towards the beginning of 1980, 
when the institution was on the verge 
of closure, the state government sanc¬ 
tioned a grant of Rs one crore, in June 
1980. While some of the outstanding’ 
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Dorn Moraes’ painful joke 


nauanrus. ■ wiinez Mnirino— 


Tf about hla difficulties with 
Indian publishers. “Some¬ 
times they ask for permission 
to publish your work in an¬ 


si ortly after tills, 1 saw a copy 
of mai'azlae. which 

printed an extract from the 
book and stated that It would print 
another In the next Issue, ‘muoon-^ 
..AUtutfd !ertJiltatiW..8nd a 


The article in Sunday Standard 


‘The Publishers of Delhi’ are an 
unprincipled lot is the impression 
that IS conveyed by Dom Moraes in 
his article under this heading (Sun¬ 
day Standard, 5 October 1980), 
their conduct is unprofessional and 
that they show ‘a complete lack of 
respect for books and their au¬ 
thors ’ All these sweeping gener¬ 
alisations have been made on the 
basis of an incident wherein he 
believes his rights were transgres¬ 
sed upon by a reputed Indian pub¬ 
lisher with regard to his recent 
book on Mrs Gandhi Not knowing 
the exact situation Dom Moraes 
refers to, it is difficult to comment 
upon It. However, there is another 
story related to the same book on 
Mrs Gandhi by Dom Moraes which 
shows how he was responsible for 
creating a messy situation by not 
knowing the limits of his own 
rights—a situation that resulted in 
considerable financial loss and 
embarrassment to a Delhi pub¬ 
lisher 

On 16 July 1977, Moraes signed 
an agreement with Vision Books 
vantin^ us the right to publish in 
India his book on Mrs Gandhi and 
assuring us in writing that he had 
the rights to sign such an a^ee- 
ment. As a part of the agreement a 
substantial sum was forwarded to 
him as advance. In September that 
year, when we announced the book 
as a late 1978 release, his agents in 
London wrote to us saying that Mr 
Moraes never did have the rights to 
sign such an agreement as he had 
already licenced the exclusive Indi¬ 
an riwts to a British publisher, 
Jonathan Cape. Our surprise at this 

J uncture was probably ^ater than 
lis own when he discovered the 
serialisatum of his book in a maga¬ 
zine. 

As we had already announced 
the release of the book and had 
dropped some other attractive 


\ 


alternative opportunities in the 
signing of this contract, the matter 
was pursued with Jonathan Cape, 
to wnom Mr Moraes referred us 
expressing his inability to settle the 
matter independently. Negotia¬ 
tions that- followed proved quite 
unfruitful. 

Meanwhile Mr Moraes pleaded 
his inability to immediately repay 
the advance and asked for some 
time We readily agreed to his re¬ 
quest, convinced that he had made 
a genuine mistake in signing the 
agreement with us 

In March 1978 Mr Moraes wrote 
to us again, this time assuring us 
that after consultation with another 
Bntish expert he was convinced 
that It was, after all, within his 
rights to sign a contract for the 
Indian rights but as it turned out 
our ‘British’ author (Dom Mbraes) 
was mistaken again and he finally 
repaid the advance amount to us in 
April 1978, a full 10 months after 
our payment to him. Despite the 
loss of our time and money, we 
remained convinced that Dom had 
been genuinely mistaken about his 
rights and so there was never any 
question of our jumping to any 

G eneral conclusions about the con- 
uct of ‘British’ authors. And in 
fact, our relations with him re¬ 
mained cordial albeit unproduc¬ 
tive. 

In this contiext Dom Moraes’ con¬ 
tention that Indian publishers are 
only ‘dimly aware’ of tlieir rights 
comes to us as a painful joke. He 
has himself hardly been fully aware 
of his own rights and obliutions 
towards Indian publishers, ft most 
certainly is a matter of principle 
but based on one such experience 
would we be correct in assuming 
that all ‘British’ authors are unprin¬ 
cipled! We don’t believe so. 

Kapil Maithotra 

Vision Books ^t. Ltd., New Delhi 





Bored with your bedroom ? 

Here's a brilliant idea from Oulux 
Dulux Gloss 

Super for ruetul. super for wood 
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Du!ux 

GLOSS 

BRILLIANT WHITE 
ihe better paint. 





[ debts could be paid off. the situation 
' was aggravated by the fact that 
quarterly grants were reduced by Rs 
iO lakhs. The college once again ran 
into debts, with the total deficit now 
standing at Rs 1.5 crores. 

Inadequate finance has had its re< 
percussions. Purchase of extra beds 
tof some .700 patients who sprawl on 
the floors of the wards and corridors 
has been prevented because of the 
lack of finances. Oxygen, anaesthetics 
and life-saving drugs are simply not 
available. Expensive equipment'and 
appliances lie unused and are slowlv 
becoming useless because of the lack 
of proper maintenance. And to crown 
it all, doctors and other staff members 
are qften not interested in carrying out 
their regular duties in the hospitai. 

A privileged few, however, exist;' 
families and friends of the students of 
the college get preferential treatment 
from the hospital authorities. As for 
the not-$o-privileged, the situation is 
truly deplorable But, perhaps, the 
worst sufferers are the outstation pa¬ 
tients who are still attracted by the 
once-renowned hospitai On their 
arrival, the attendants of the patients 
have to make do with the shelter of the 
trees and the hospital verandahs, for 
there are no provisions for accommo¬ 
dating those accompanying the- pa¬ 
tients. As for the patients, they find 
themselves in an unenviable position, 
with even the basic medical facilities 
hard to come by. 

Dilip K, Awasthi 

WADHrAPIIMESH 

Kamal Nath 
searches 
for a base 



Bhopal: The Calcutta-based industrial¬ 
ist MP, Kamal Nath, might be known 
nationally for his friendship with the 
late $anjay Gandhi, but in his Madhp 
Pradesh constituency, Chindwara, he 
is known as the man who distributed 
two tonnes of biscuits to children,. This 
was one of the populist gestures that 
Kamal Nath is usiiig to uuild up his 
reputation in an unfamiliar state. Af¬ 
ter all, with the death of his patron, 
life has become much more difficult in 
politics these days. H8 no longer has 
the influence in Delhi that he once 
conuMnded, and this has had -an. in- 
lm}Hucit-opihifpo»ition in state 

'’'-I'*- V-; - ■ u. - ■ 


Blinding doctors! 



Hyderabad; Remember that unfor¬ 
tunate. four-year-old Nasreen Banu 
who was operated on the wrong eye 
and consequently lost her eyesight^ 
But Nasreen's case was not the end. 
Mohammad Jamal, the ll-year-old 
son of a late RTC bus driver, now luns 
the risk of losing both his eves Jamal, 
who works in an optician’s shop, sud¬ 
denly felt a stinging pain in his i ight 
e\i on 12 September He rushed to 
the Unani Government Hospital 


politics. 

There .have been other gestures too. 
Kamal Nath announced that a super 
thermal power project would be set up 
in Chindwara, but this did not attract 
any attention. On the other hand, his 
move to shift the headquarters of 
Western Coalfields to Chindwara 
attracted the kind of attention that 
Kamal Nath could not obviously have 
liked very much, there was a wave of 
anger in Vidarbha and Chattisgarh 
after this announcement. Congressfli 
members threatened to stage a satvag- 
raha if the headquarters were shifted. 
In Chattisgarh, there was similar 
annoyance, as the people here felt that 
the claims of BUaspur, were being 
overlooked; after all, 75% of the mines 
-of Western Coalfields were in the 
Bilaspur division. In fact, some Con- 
gress(I) MPs from Vidarbha suggested 
in a letter to the PM that if Mr Nath 
was that keen on industrialising 
Chindwara, he should try and shift 
some of the industries from Calcutta to 
this area in Madhya Pradesh. But 
Kamal Nath did manage to get a few 
offices shifted to Chindwara, despite 
the opposition. 

Mr kamal Nath is not pahicularly 
likad among his party comrades of MP. 
One of the young leaders most hostile 
to him is Gufran-e-Azam, who too com¬ 
es from Youth Congress stock. Azam 
took strong and public exception to 
Nath’s recent visit to Azam’s consti¬ 
tuency, Betui. What irritated Azam 
even more was that Kamal Nath had 
addressed a meeting of Betul’s district 
officials. Incidentally, Azam did not 
even know that Nath was visiting his 
constituency. The senior leaders of the 
state, like P. C. Sethi and V. C. Shukia, 
are no lon^r in the mood to tolerate 
Kamal Nath's whims or suggestions. 
The war <continues. 

M. V. Khw 


where the ddctors put a few eye-drops 
in both the eyes. Instead of being 
relieved. Jamal spent ■ painful, sleep¬ 
less night. He woke up the next 
morning only to find he could not see 
with his right eye. When he com¬ 
plained about the eye, he was taken to 
the Sarojini Devi Eye Hospital for 
tjraatment. On examination, the doc¬ 
tors told him that his right eye was 
beyond recovery. And he was warned 
that he would probably lose his left 
eye top. 

Jamal, the only male member in 
the family, used to contribute Rs 7S a 
month Now that he is handicapped, 
the family is facing imminent starva¬ 
tion. When the Unani hospital author¬ 
ities were questioned about the eyed¬ 
rops administered to the voung boy, 
they said thev did not have any medi¬ 
cine which could harm the eyes. The 
doctors of the Sarojini Devi Eye hos¬ 
pital. meanwhile, were gloating over 
the discomfiture of the Unani hospitai 
authoiities. Nasreen Banu, Moham¬ 
mad Jamal who next? 

Sved Maj'eedul Hasan 


MURDER 

But the loot 
was non-existent 

Thiruvalla (Kerala); On 7 October K. 
C. George (57) and his wife, Rachel, 
were found dead in Karikkan Villa— 
their sprawling bunglow at Meenthala- 
karra. Their bodies lay in a pool of 
blood when the maid-servant, Gouri, 
arrived to go about her chores chat 
morning. The front door of the house 
was ajar. The police took charge of 
investigations but they found no clues 



R. George and Hassan Guiam 


The immediate suspects were Naxa- 
lites and the few dacoits who have 
been operating in this area with in¬ 
creased fervour. But circumstantial 
evidence indicated that it couldn’t, 
have been the work of dacoits; the 
entry and exit of the murderers had 
been through the front door of the 
house. And Naxalites would not have 
picked on a man like George who, 
though quite affluent, was a,reserved 
man. Since his return from Kuwait, 
where he had been employed, George 
and his wife had been leading a Sec¬ 
luded life They had no children. What 
they did have was a bank account to 
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the value of R$ IS lakhs, costly jewel¬ 
lery and of course the bungalow in the 
midst'of their five-acre garden. 

Gouri provided the due. On the 
evening of 6 October, after finishing 
her work at the George’s residence 
and before leaving for home, Gouri 
had found her rnii^fress busy preparing 
to receive her moan (son) and his 
tnends who were coming from Madras 
Neighbours corroborated her story by 
testifying that they had seen a white 
car parked in front of the house that 
night Who was this “son”’ According 
to Mr George’s brother, who aiso iives 
in Thiruvalia, the murdered couple 
had no children The police interro¬ 
gated roughly 200 relatives of the, 
Louple and drew a blank. All that they 
managed to discover was the fact that 
the late Mrs George's cousin resided in 
Madras This cousin was married to 
another George, a pastor working for 
Every Home Crusade Pastor George 
had three sons and a daughter And, 
according to the information gathered 
by the police. Pastor Geoge’s third son, 
Kenny (37), was living a life of luxury, 
hung on drugs and women. 

A police party from Kerala, headed 
by T P Gopinath, SP, Alleppey, 
leached Madras within a week of the 
murder. Sub-inspector Abdul Kareem, 
who speaks Tamil fluently went tq-the 
office of Every Home Crusade, pre¬ 
tending to be a poor man in need of 
help Kareem learnt that Pastor 
George and his wife were not in the 
city Thev were touring the US, 
spreading the Christian gospel of love 
Kenny, however, was in the city, put¬ 
ting up with a Mauritian friend, Has- 
sdn Ghulam Mohammed Further in¬ 
vestigations revealed that Renny 
along with Ghulam Mohammed and 
two other friends, Gunasekhara, a 
Malavsian, and Daniel Kibero, a Ke¬ 
nyan. had recently driven down to 
Kerala Inspector A K Achari went to 
Ghulam Mohammed’s lodge. He 
assumed a false idenuty and managed 
to engage Ghulam Mohammed in 
irrelevant conversation. Renny tvas 
also present at that time. Suddenly the 
inspector turned to Renny and put a 
question in Malayalam; “Do you know 
that I am the circle inspector of Thir- 
uvalla? When did you return from 
Thiruvalia, Renny’” Pat came Penny’s 
leply. “I congratulate you, inspector,” 
Renny and Ghulam Mohammed were 
arrested. Gunasekhara, who was also 
in the lodge, made a futile bid to 
escape. He too was arrested. Only 
Daniel Kibero is absconding. 

Renny has since confessed that 
with his three friends he had driven 
down to Thiruvalia on 6 October. Hard 
up for money, all four of them had 
agreed to go along with Penny’s plan 
of murdering George and Rachel. The 
Georges had received the murderers 
hospitably. They .were offered tea. 
George, at that time was reading a 
magaslne and called Renny to see a 
photograph in it. Renny stood behind 
George's chair, pretenaing to look at 
the picture. Then suddenly he stabbed 
George. Penny’s friends aiso pounced 
on Giwgt and stabbed him (o death. 


By this time, R-achef, who had gone to 
fetch some water, arrived on the 
scene. Ghulam Mohammed spUt her 
head open with a bottle. A little later, 
when the murderers discovered that 
she was not dead, they stabbed her to 
death as well. Soon, they were on their 
way back to Madras, unfortunately 
without any money since there was 
none in the house. Alt they managed to 
take off with was jewelery worth Rs 
60,000, a tape recorder, camera, watch 
and a few other valuable items 
G. S. Kartha 

MRS BRNDHI 


Teacher gives 
lessons 



New Delhi: Mrs Indira Gandhi is a 
master tactician. Her unmatched per¬ 
formance on 21 October during her 
first press conference in the capital 
after coming to power has left corres¬ 
pondents baffled. How did she manage 
to hold the floor for 80 long minutes 
and yet not manage to give out one bit 
of information raaily worth reporting? 
Tha fault essentially lies with the 
stalwarts of the capital’s madia who 
allowed an opportunity to go by. Mrs 
Gandhi conducted the conference with 
the ease of a schoolteacher, just as she 
does this so often with her part^en. 
She went through the host of “oues- 
tioos” with long-winded replies which 
were of "neither-here-nor-there” type. 
In a way most of the long-winded 
replies befitted the longwinoed ques¬ 
tions or observations by the reporters. 

the Prime Ifiniiter took the repor¬ 
ters by Surprise by the well-advised 
anticipatory statement of ten minutes 
which left many weuld-be questioners 
cold in their seat, An entbusiiutic 
aganey rs)por»;r sought to la;^ thd 


ground rule that the questions should 
be subjectwise. The Prime Minister 
expectedly, though hesitantly, agreed. 
She observed that in the past such 
attempts had not succeeded. 

Another enthusiastic front-bench 
storm-trooper set the ball rolling 
saying the first question should be on 
the communal situation because “this 
is the most important thing.” The 
subject took a good part of 30 minutes 
without yielding much copy. The 
Prime Minister took a somersault from 
her Moradabad observation and reiter¬ 
ated her pre-Moradabad position that 
there was foreign interference. She 
was not categorical on the subject. She 
toned dovvn the government stand and 
said, “There is (an) effort from outside 
to exploit the situations; not only com¬ 
munal situations, but other situations; 
we know how this whole area, it was 
tried to destabilise this whole area, 
this whole region.” 

Another ten minutes were devoted 
to Assam, without a clear enunciation 
of the policy in regard to the student 
agitation, or the blockade of oil etc. 

The PM correctly applied the rule 
of one correspondent one question. 
The inadequacy of the correspondents 
was exposed. If one correspondent 
could not ask a supplementary, no one 
else attempted to follow it up either. 
Maruti was an outstanding instance. 
The Prime Minister got off lightly to a 
clear question. “What has happened 
suddenly last week that the govern¬ 
ment had thought it fit to promulgate 
an Ordinance taking over the Maruti 
company?” Mrs Gandhi merely said 
that Maruti has more assets than liabi¬ 
lities and It IS something that can be 
used for the national good. “And it did 
not happen suddenly You may re¬ 
member that during my previous reg¬ 
ime this was one of the very loud vocal 
demands of the opposition.” There was 
no clear, prompt supplementary to get 
more information on the subject 

The Doordarshan treatment of the 
press conference, shown at length the 
same night, aroused comment in the 
city What the reporters missed was 
shown clearly on the screen: the role 
of R. K. Dhavan Mr Dhavan was seen 
scribbling a note and passing on to an 
editor. The latter was promptly heard 
asking a question on Eternal India, the 
Rs 400 a copy pictorial book. The 
Prime Minister said she was glad the 
question was asked and went on to 
point out that she wrote the text for 
the photogiraphs herself. 

When will Doordarshan learn that 
focusing the camera on a single object 
throughout the film can be immensely 
boring? It seems Delhi Doordarshan is 
still suffering from the hangover of the’ 
NDC fiasco when the PM was com- 

f letely left’ out by an oversight. 

houM one cannot say the members of 
the journalistic fraternity are very 
photogenic, turning the camera on 
their faces occasionally would have 
broken the monotony of having to 
show the PM all the time. The only 
tight which broke the pattern was 
Phflvan’t constant consultation with 
Sharda Prasad 49 




You save Rs.278 eveiy year 
on fuel bills ulth a 
Hawkins^pressure eooker 


¥Mir Hawkins 
pallor itself 
inthefifstyear 

Solve your kerosene 
problem 

Kerosene is difficult to get 
and costs a lot.Therefore, 
every effort must be made to 
use the minimum kerosene 
for cooking Modern science 
has a solution. 

Scientific, comparative 
cooking trials with the 
Hawkins pressure cooker 
have proved that on an 
average it consumes 53% 
less kerosene than cooking 
in the ordinary way Because 
cooking with Hawkins takes 
less than half the time of 
ordinary cooking, you get 
similar savings if you use 
any other fuel—gas.coal, 
wood or electricity. 

The best investment 

By using a Hawkins, an 
average family can save over 
half a litre of kerosene per 
day Saving on fuel alone 
would pay for your Hawkins 
in the first year itself Since 
Hawkins is made to serve 
you for years and years, it is 
the best investment you can 
make today. 

You need not worry if you 
have never used a pressure 
cooker before Every 
Hawkins comes with a 
simple, illustrated instruction 
book, with 127 tested 
recipes.The book is available 
in 12 Indian languages. 



Save on maintenance 

Hawkins gives the least 
trouble The Hawkins gasket 
and safety valve last longer 
than in ordinary pressure 
cookers 

The special Hawkins design 
makes it accident-proof. 
Because the lid opens 
downwards into the pot 
instead of sideways, the lid 
cannot be opened even by 
mistake until the pressure 
inside falls to a perfectly safe 
level The safety valve is 
under the handle bar so that 
when it operates the steam is 
deflected safely downyvards 

Free service 

Hawkins has a written 
guarantee for 5 years All parts 
covered by the guarantee 
are replaced free.Hawkins 
service is always free. There 


Hawkins® 


are Hawkins Authorised 
Service Centres with factory- 
trained mechanics in 
115 towns in India who 
provide prompt expert service. 

Invest in your 
family’s health 

You may not know it, but 
a Hawkins is also an invest¬ 
ment in your family's health 
because it gives healthier 
food than ordinary cooking. 
Studies by the Central Food 
and Technological Research 
Institute show that certain 
nutritive elements, particularly 
vitamins and proteins, are 
better retained in pressure 
cooking. And Hawkins gives 
you more hygienic food 
because it cooks at 122'*C, 
the temperature used for 
sterilisation. 

Nowadays, you canrtot afford 
to be without a Hawkins 
pressure cooker. Buy a 
Hawkins at your nearest, most 
trusted dealer or write to the 
manufacturers, Pressure Cookers 
& Appliances Ltd., 



If) Htwkint and Hawdcina-Univaraal 
tia Ragiatarad Trad# Markt 


® 1980 Copyright by 

Regiatored Uatra, Prattura 
Cookart li Appliancas Ltd 


The liouble-iree pressure cooker 
thatk made lo sene for years and years. 
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I The question-answer session was 
' not much of an event. The PM herself 
^aid as much when she observed that 
“you were much milder than in any 
other press conferences I had ” 

Jawaharlal Nehru’s press confer¬ 
ences used to be a harmonious blend 
of give and take packed with informa¬ 
tion Panditji was tolerant even to the 
most stupid question, a question asked 
in the loudest voice or in the most 
foolish language He readily gave re¬ 
plies Mrs Gandhi got awav with ambi 
guous generalities because the ques¬ 
tions lacked soul There was a sort of 
hesitancy (may one say fear’) in com 
mg forward with inconvenient ques 
tions The obvious miss thus included 
the widely reported absence of Soviet 
leader Brezhnev at a return banquet 
given by President Sanjiva Reddy ear 
ly this month at Moscow Other ques 
tions that did not get asked included 
the infighting in Congress (I), appoint¬ 
ments of governors whose term has 
expired long ago. Centre state rela 
tions, more probing questions on the 
incomplete union cabinet and the de 
tenorating price situation 

It was a successful press conference 
from the Prime Minister’s point of 
view 

TAILPIECE A senior correwon 
dent of a widely circulated daily from 
the south went to Yojana Bhavan 
directly from Vigyan Bhavan after the 
PM’s press conference in search of, 
what he said, the final plan document 
He wanted to score a march over the 
others The PM had “announced” he 
told a senior official of the planning 
commission, just a few minutes ago 
that the plan has been finalised in 
record time, with bigger ever alloca 
tion of funds, with right priorities, and 
very clear priorities 

“Aare baba, it is easy for the PM to 
announce that We are still having 
discussions Don’t you know the plan¬ 
ning minister, Mr N D Tiwari, is in 
Moscow now’ 1 promise to give you a 
copy by January next ” 

Anup Narain 


Ktmui 

The new 

cultural 

revolution 

Trivandrum: The thampuran (land¬ 
lord) IS murdered by his peasant work¬ 
ers. the murder is applauded by the 
eager crowd of onlookers That is the 
last scene from Nadu Gaddhtka (Ex¬ 
orcising the land), and has been per 
formed more than 200 times at street 
comers in various parts of Kerala by 
the People’s Cultural Forum (PCF) 
The PCF IS the brainchild of Kerala’s 
Naxalites, and is representative of a 
significant shih in their political 
approach. After many Naxalites were 
released from jails following the wtth- 
)jl||!W^ of Emergency, prominent lead¬ 


ers concluded that the “survival of the 
arty” was the most important issue 
efore them So they decided to come 
overground and build a strong “mass 
line ” Accepting Mao’s double-edged 
policy of the pen moving with the gun, 
they began their movement by reviv 
ing their defunct political organs, 
Comrade and its English counterpart, 
Mass Line There were literary jour¬ 
nals too, Perana and the students’ 
magazine, Chorus As a prelude to the 
movement, the PCF launched the 
Wynad Cultural Forum which started 
with a political drama Padayani (Bat 
tie Line) (Wynad, in the tribal belt is a 
stronghold of the state’s Naxalites ) 
Their other weapons were sympo¬ 
siums, street corner meetings, posters 
and poetry reading or kaviyarang 

Their stand that “all isms ot arts 
which do not rely on politics as the 
main link lose their base” aroused 
some hostility, but several leading 
Malayalam writers have defended the 
Naxalites, and their concept of a peo¬ 
ple’s literature The Naxalites have 
argued that they do not believe in “Art 
for art’s sake” and have told intellec 
tuals that “romantic compassion to 
wards the working people” was not 
needed Instead, what is needed is a 
“recognition that they (the working 
people) are the creators of history ” 
This “new revolution” assumed new 
dimensions when the cultural workers 
took out piocessions all over the state 
supporting two murders at Kenchira 
in mid January, and at Kanjiramchira 
at the end of March 

In late August, a three dav tonven 
non of the PCF was held in Anthikad, 
about 15 kms from Irichur About 250 
delegates from all the districts of 
Kerala attended to take stock of iheir 
performance since their first meetings 
at Noolpuzha in W’ynad and Olarikara 
in Tnchur And the manifesto they 
released has enough to shock not only 
the conventional people, but also lef 
tists It said “Only a spirited cultural 
forum which revolts against injustice 
and raises its head above god can save 
oui soul and soil from drowning in 
blood ” The members claimed that 
“the ruling class has pushed us into 
spiritual slavery through an extraor 
dinary and unholy cultural alliance—a 
hotch potch of posh hotels, cabaret, 
Crime thrillers, existential worries, 
ISCUS, RSS, Lions Club, temple recon 
struction, trade unionism, Thanathu 
Nadakavedi, Mother Teresa, party 
politics ' For them, the Bhagavad 
Gna IS the “philosophy of Indian Slav 
ery” and the Kurnkshetra war a 
“struggle between Indian slave own 
ers ” Their slogans ranged from “Com¬ 
munism IS the youth of the world," to 
the anarchic “People have the n^ht to 
rebel and revolution is their festival,” 
to the expected “This is not our re¬ 
public ” 

The convention had an important 
political significance Even diehard 
CPKM) supporters have been forced to 
admit that the PCF workers have, in 
the last year, made an impact on the 
people Inspired by their ideas. 


Malayalam writers have written sedi¬ 
tious articles and have been arrested 
for them Fearing Naxalite infiltration,, 
according to local newspaper repents, 
police recruitment in the state was 
stopped. And the leading Kerala daily,* 
Mathrubhumi, summing up the PCF 
convention, said “Revolutionaries 
have removed their masks and have 
come to the forefront.” 

The questions uppermost in the 
minds of the people now are Is the 
PCF the Naxalites’ answer to “institu¬ 
tionalised violence’” Will Kerala be¬ 
come the Calcutta of the late 60s and 
70s’ Sometime ago, the Left Front 
chief minister E K. Nayanar promised 
to “deal” with the PCF workers politi¬ 
cally But the Front has yet to launch 
any offensive against them The pre¬ 
sence of well-known intellectuals in 
the PCF movement seems to have 
numbed the ruling government 
Santosh Nair 
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Dangers of 
fact-finding 



Madras. On 17 October, a mob of 
hundred slogan-shouting men got 
down from a truck and dragged nine 
Sarvodaya workers from a van and 
assaulted them S Jagannathan, who 
was leading a fact-finding Sarvoda\a 
team to the villages of Dharmapuri 
and Tirupattur to find out the truth 
about the recent Naxalite “encoun 
ters” with the police in which a dozen 
extremists and three policemen were 
killed, was among the injured “’Me 
had started the tour with the blessings 
of Acharya Vinobha Bhave We 
noticed a van and two motorcycles 
following us when we left Dharmapuri. 
In one of the villages where an extrem¬ 
ist was recently killed, some villagers 
w anted to speak to us But before they 
could open their mouths, a couple of 
boys rushed to them and whispered 
something That ended the conversa¬ 
tion A few hours later, a truck block¬ 
ed the mam road and dozens of men 
got down and started assaulting us.” 
recalled Jagannathan 

Another fact finding committee 
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Tonight... 

sleep better than your neighbour. 


It CMtB 10 iittio to inturo your 
hoUMhold farolongina*... 

. along with your jawals, your 
TV, your refrigerator, your 
marriage aari, pressure cooker 
and all the things you've 
collected over the years. 

The status of ownership is something 
we ail understand Now welcome to 
the status of owning INSURED 
property. Property that you and your 
family have painstakingly accumulated 
over long years. Property that has 
become an integral part of your 
environment and life. 

The acquisition under discussion is 
United India's Domestic Muiti>Risk 
Insurance Policy. What better way to 
demonstrate that your property end 
household/personai effects are 
valuable and important to you? It's 
right and proper for you to think your 
radio IS as important to you as a 
Persian Carpet is to someone else i 

After all, if someone else insures J 

his princely house, his annual ■ 

premium would be quite a princely !■ 
sum. If you insure your household « 
belongings, the premium could be just B 
Rs. 50/- or more, depending on the B 
value of the contents and jewellery. S 

United India’s Domestic Multi-Risk V 

Policy covers you against damage 1 

or loss by theft, fire, accident. The ' 
kind of disaster that could cheat you 
of something as vital as your everyday 
life. 

So contact United India today, 
insure your belongings and sleep 
better than your neighbour. 

UNITED INDIA INSURANaCD.LTD. 

(A subsidiary of General Insurance 
Corporation of India) 

24, Whites Road, Madr8S-600014. 
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comprising sociologists, civil iiborty 
activists and journalists met with a 
worse fate oiv 14 October A screaming 
mob of "thousands” surrounded the 
house where they were staying and 
beat up some of the committee mem¬ 
bers at around nine in the night. 
Anti-Naxalite slogans were raised and 
the journalists were accused of writing 
pro-Naxalite stories. When G. Cham 
drashekar, a Madras-based journalist, 
offered to take down the version of the 
mob, his notebook, pen and spectacles 
were pulled off and he was beaten up. 
"Even as the TClice appeared on the 
scene, the violence continued,” recal¬ 
led Cbandrashekar. "As we were 
taken mto two police jeeps, the crowd 
shouted: ‘You Naxalite agents, get out 
of Tirupattur’..." 

The committee suspects that the 
“spontaneous” demonstration was en¬ 
gineered by the police and they have 
reason to believe that some policemen 
took off their uniforms to join the 
crowd. The police authorities predict¬ 
ably denied the charge, and chief 
minister MGR accused the team of 
going to Tirupattur with pre¬ 
determined ideas He said that the 
committee had prepared a IS-page 
cyclostyled report accusing him even 
before some of them had left New 
Delhi and Bombay (He was refmring 
to a compilation of newspaper reports 
which the committee had prepared) 
And if the charge that the people had 
staged the violent demonstration at 
the instigation of the police was cor¬ 
rect, said the CM, it only went to prove 
that there was rapport between the 
police and the people He also accused 
the team members of being Naxalites 
in disguise 

"It IS a most ridiculous and a very 
dangerous statement,” reacted Cho 
Ramaswamy, editor of Tbu^ak and 
himself a political activist Cno was a 
member or the fact-finding committee 
although he could not go to Tirupattur 
on 14 October. "I abhor violence and 
would not have consented to be a 
member of the committee if it was a 
Naxalite front,” added Cho. A Bom¬ 
bay-based lawyer and member of the 
team, Neelam Raheja, said, "I have 
never come across such organised 
goandaism as I saw in Tirupattur. I 
have handled many sensitive issues in 
the industrial belt of Bombay but I 
have never been physically harmed in 
my search for truth.” 

The mob did not satisfy itself mere¬ 
ly with the attack on the fact-finding 
committee. A cousin of lawyer-activist 
P. V. Bhaktavatsalam, who is charged 
with sedition for a speech he is alleged 
to have made a year ago, was also 
beaten up by the mob. A smashed-up 
cycle which belon^d to the young boy 
IS being displayed in the town mth a 
warning pasted on it: "P, V. Bhaktavat¬ 
salam ml suffer the dame fate as this 
cle." Following the disturbances, 
[GR has calli^ off his tour of Dhar- 
mapuri. In the last week of September 
he had said that he wanted to study 
thf problem personalty, 
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The exile of N. K. Singh 


Cuttack: Where is Mr N. K. Singh, the 
CBI official who investigated the Kis- 
sa Kursi Ka case? After hts much- 
publicised arrest early this year, Mr 
$ 11 ^ has been transferred to Cut¬ 
tack, since be Is originally from the 
Onssa cadre. He has been given the 
post of additional inspector-general of 
police (computer training) umugh he 
IS not technically qualified to handle 
computers. What is more interesting 
IS that there is no computer around 
either. All that the officm does is sign 
files for half an hour every day. 

If bis posting has been one source 
of humiliatiQBi his residential accom¬ 
modation IS another. He has been 
allotted a single room suite in the 
police officer’s mess while five offic¬ 
ers of the same rank as hun (m fact, 
one of them junior to him ) were 
allotted residential quarters suitable 
to their rank. Singh was once offend 
a small stuffy flat, which he refused. 

Smgh has only one son now. His 
other son died in an accident m Delhi 
Smgh had got him admitted m Raven- 
shaw school m Cuttack but later took 
hun out smce he was apprehensive of 
the child's safety. Meanwhile, the 
officer has filed a writ petition in the 
Onssa High Court allegmg that he 
was being harrassed by the Gurgaon 
pohce on a "baseless” allegation 
made by the nephew of a tempo 
dnver of Maruti Heavy Vehicles Ltd 
that his uncle had been abducted m 
connectuHi with the Ktssa case Mr 
Singh has been summoned five times 
in the last few months by the Gurgaon 



police station for the case. The All* 
India Bar Council president, Ranjlt 
Mahanti pleading tor Singh, argued 
that the tempo dnver. Ram Chandra, 
had once b^ Mrs Gandhi’s chauf¬ 
feur. He had been given an appoint¬ 
ment in Maruti only for harrassing 
Singh. The Haryana advocate- 
general, U D. Gaur, admitted the 
jmint. And when Idananti said that 
the Haryana police notices on Singh 
were "malicious and motivated” the 
coun ruled that the Haryana police 
had no authority to call Mr Singh to 
Gurgaon for mvestigations, sinra he 
had not been residing in their juris¬ 
diction. The court added that no order 
was required on the impugned notice 
requiring Singh’s anendance at Gur¬ 
gaon police station smce the Haryana 
advocate-general had given an assur¬ 
ance that no penal action would be 
taken against Singh for not obeying 
the notice. 

A Special Correqiondait 


EXmitiUNWBIT 

Travolta’s WavraW 

Bombay: Navratri entered the Travol¬ 
ta era this year. All over Bombay, 
which celebrates these nine days with 
gusto, the raas (the traditional Gujara¬ 



ti dance) was performed not only to 
the traditional beat, but also to the 
sound of disco music, Hindi style. To 
take the most prominent mstance, two 
thousand people swayed to the beat of 
Aap Jaisa Koi Men Ziadaga Mem Aye 
and performed the raas, ala Travolta, 
with jerks, jumps, bumps and all, at 
the Juhu Scheme, which boasts the 
highest per square kilometre collec¬ 
tion of film stars and Gujaratis—not 
necessarily in that order—and which 
was the host to thq mad pielee approp¬ 
riately called "Disco-Dandiya Raas 
(sic).” 

This traditional Gujarati folk dance 
has become an annual feature in every 
nook and corner of Bombay and its 
suburbia during theNavratn, the nine 
nights preceding Dassehra, young men 
and women from all communities join 
the dance with enthusiasm This year, 
for the first time, such a mammoth 
commercial extravaganza has been 
attempted 

For nine successive nights in a row, 
the place * reverberated and shook 
under the heavy onslaught of sound, 
people and psychedelic lighting. 
Crowds thronged the only entrance of 
the ground (otherwise used only to 
host marriages) Security men were 
present to prevent disorder among the 
seething mass of people. A twenty- 
mepiber strong orchestra belted out 
one hit tune after another inciudinf 
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Evcready Safety. 

Because one step may not 
lead to another 
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diito sumb«rt Uki Dane* Litth Lady 
and Ml Bakar, 

It Mtmtd to bf a croM betwion ■ 
rock futlval and ona of Rijniaih'i 
Sufi dancing MMions with tha laffron 
milling. But Initaad of laffron, avary' 
thing tha ipactrum of faihlon had to 
offar could ba laan—from tha baggiait 
Annla Hall trouicri to tight Jaiini, 
ghagrai pracariouily parchad at 
dangecoui lavali, and stillatoai and 
haltari^ . 

Nina dlffarant formi of Goddais 
Durga are worihipped during the nine 
days of Savratri and the tenth day of 
Dasiehra is symbolic of the victory of 

§ ood over evil. Traditionally, both the 
ances>-the garba and the raas—are 
performed in a circle around the im¬ 
age of Goddess Durga and an aarti is 
performed. At the disco session howev¬ 
er, which began only after 11.30 pm, 
the aarti was perfunctorily performed 
around 9 pm. While the disco session 
was on, Goddess Durga lay neglected 
in an insignificant corner. 

Dr M. Jhaveri, one of the ten orga¬ 
nisers of the disco session, was not a 
bit perturbed about the charge that he 
was corrupting a traditional custom. 
“Oh no, we are not corrupting any¬ 
thing. It’s just a modification of the 
original dance We’re moving with the 
times,’’ he said. “Our show is the best 
in the city. Our tickets were sold out 
three months in advance and we get 
the cream of the crowd. Yesterday we 
had Dimple Kapadia, before that Shat- 
rughan Sinha...’’ Another Travolta- 
type attraction was the selection of the 
best dressed couple and the best dan¬ 
cers by any available local celebrity. 

A look at the economics of the 
affair was even more mind-boggling 
than the sight of the dancers’ frpn^. 
Each season ticket cost Rs 60, and'with 
approximately 1,600 passes sold, the. 
gross takings were a cool Rs 96,000. 
Add to that the advertising revenue 
and you have one of the most viable 
propositions going! 

Deepa Arora 
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The (suicidal) 
birds 

Silchar: October is the month of 
suicides at Jatinga, a sleepy tribal 
village gn the Bar^ hill ranges in 
Assam’s'North Cachar district Driven 
by a peculiar deathwlih, birds in their 
hundi^ plunge into' brightly-lit pet- 
rtamxea that are placed by the Jainiia 
at three bird-gjittildiiitj^s in 
the yi^ge after sunm; m^Jbirdi 
dwh' iiown towards the biudn; Dghts, 
Ihe/iidbals beat them tdsMtWi.with 
b%boo fticks. ^ 

r -litinw only five kmt south of 
Raflonm. the dts^lct headauaiters of 
North Cach«ri.,/cen be reached either 
by e flve-hodr buhyn' ride.on a non* 
meteupd lOaa <#.*% a ^w metre- 
llb^-.traih' |pM||iey Bedat^. 


The viMap (population, about 1,200} 
is ordinary enouah throughout the 

^ r. But come October, and king- 
ers, pond hoMni, creen pigeona 
etc, swarm over the vtllap in hun¬ 
dreds to commit suicide. 

I was a witness to the strange ritual 
on tha evening of 3 October. A small 
petromax had been set up in front of a 

t rey screen. Suddenly, my guide, 
ishindra Langthasa, nudged me, A 
bird attracted by the light flew in, 
hovered hesitantly for a lew seconds 
and began its descent. Two tribals 
standing near the petromm whipped 
out their sticks and beat the' bird to 
death. After a two-minute interval 
more biicds came to die. In half an hour 
there were 27 dead. At the two other 
killing sites in the village the same 
thing was happening. How many birds 
die on an October evening? Radhesy- 
am Ghose, a railway station tea vendor 
who has been a witness to the strange 


about 200 birds die daily during this 
brief suicidal season. Other local resi¬ 
dents say it is more. 

The phenomenon has baffled many 
ornithologists and biologists. The villa¬ 
gers. however, maintain that the 
deathwish of the birds is a result of 
atmospheric conditions. The birds are 
attracted to the bright lights when 
there is no moon and when the wind 
blows from south to north. But the 
wind blows from south to north else¬ 
where too, and the moon wanes, but 

Stamp of protest 

Madras: Over a hundred stamps of 
Captain Subhas Saxena (who died ip 
the aircrash with Sanjay Gandhi on 23 
June) have been cancelled by the 
postal department all over the coun¬ 
try, and letters bearing the stamp 
have been delivered to Cho Ramas- 
wamy, editor of the satirical Madras 
fortnightly, Tbuglak. Mr Cho Ramas- 
wamy had printed a photograph of 
Captam Saxena in the form of a stamp 
in nis magazine when he ' • - 


such • thing does not heppen 
whoro Oise? Jaintiu havo, tried in 
cepture the btnls with petromexes hi 
other pieces too, but hive not been 
luccessfuh The suicidal birds come^ 
only after sundown, never in dayUghc. 
Another strange aspect irthet even 
those which remain alive aftef theif> 
plunge do not flv away, but wait to be 
clubbed to deitit. 

Dr R. GfurM Michael, a soology 
professor at NEHV.^hillong, U inves¬ 
tigating the strange behaviour of the 
birds. He thinks that .theJrirds .ar e 
frightened >yrtha bti iiiWMii iibd-. 
often mistake them to be^m^rntht 
of dawn. This disorientaNoh jctlll occur 
when the birds losd their sense in 
distinguishing the day/night cycle ih 
the 24-hour day. Dr Sudhm Sengupta 
of the animal behaviour division of the 
Zoological Survey of India alsO .con¬ 
ducting investigations, feels that dark, 
.rainy and windy nights along with a. 
cloudy sky produces a change in the 
magnetic properties, of the under-> 
ground water in the region. This 
change disturbs the physiologicaT; 
rhythm of birds and they respond, 
mechanically by leaping into the 
lights. 

The killing continues although,it 
has been officially banned by the 
North Cachar district council. But the 
district administration is not really 
keen to rob the jaintias and Kacharis 
of their gastronomic delights, 

Santanu Ghosh 
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Hope lies in a 
new ieadership 


By SURENDRA MOHAN 


B ' ' Y1974, the game of defec¬ 
tions in the Gujarat 
Assembly, the licensing 
scandal associated with L. 
- - I N. Misra, and the expo¬ 
sures relating to the abuse of power 
for Maruti, had shaken popular confi¬ 
dence in the government. Then, the 
railwaymen’s strike was brutally sup¬ 
pressed. Prices touched a new high. 
The credibility of the government, on 
the one hand, and of the system, on the 
other, was getting eroded. Within a 
year, the government had imposed the 
Emergency in an effort to shore up its 
fast kindling influence and credibil¬ 
ity. It was a direct attack by the 
legitimate upholders of the system on 
its legitimacy and viability. But the 
response of the system to these de¬ 
velopments was, interestingly, to 
strengthen its credibility. The 
Emergency produced a broadbased 
democratic movement for the con¬ 
solidation of the democratic opposi¬ 
tion, and a viable alternative to the 
then ruling party, was created. 

The Emergency proved shortlived. 
.So did the consolidation of the demo¬ 
cratic opposition. And now the trends 
of 1974-75 have started to reassert 
themselves even more rudely. The 
disillusionment of the people in the 
past eight months is even greater than 
what it was between 1972 and 1976. 

Today, the price rise is steeper. 
Communal disturbances, strikes, inci¬ 
dents of atrocities on the weaker sec¬ 
tions and women are widespread. 
Scandals about those in authority are 
more frequent and more repetitive. 
The infighting in the ruling party is 
even more intense. The attempts to 
curtail civil liberties have snowballed. 
The P. D. Acts and the National Secur 
ity Ordinance have strengthened the 
apprehension that the Emergency will 
be reimposed. And, now ruling party 
MPs ana bigwigs like Jambuvant Rao 
Dhote have even begun canvassing for 
another Emergency. 

However, the response of the sys- 
tetn appears to be much slower now, 
even as the cli^llenges have grown 
rapidly. In any case, there has bMn no 
people's movement,like the Nav Nir* 
man Samiti gadoltn, or the JP led 
agitation, or any consolidation of 
opposition forces. Ope explanation 


The MUthot is g9n9nl secretary at the 
Jeaete PkJty 


could be that, earlier, the opposition 
had been cooperating with one 
another since 1966, and had formed 
coalition governments in several 
states. They had entered into a grand 
alliance for the 1971 elections and set 
up coordination committees for joint 
working inside legislatures and out¬ 
side. In 1980, they could look back 
only to the bitter quarrels and splits of 
1979 and 1980, which resulted in the 
formation of four Janatas by April. 
(And that process is not over as yet. In 
fact, the Communists have recently 
experienced their fourth split with the 
setting up of the Dange-fed AICP.) 

The mutual distrust among the 
politicians, and the mistrust of the 
people in them are the two factors 
inhibiting any form of consolidation. 
That is why the mass action launched 
to protest against criminal assaults on 
women petered out. Although a coor¬ 
dination committee of six opposition 
parties has been set up, it is yet to 
prove its effectiveness. Two of these 
parties are confined to certain dis¬ 
tricts, while the Congress (U) has no 
intention of staying in the group. But 
the total irrelevance of any exercise 
for political consolidation could be 
easily judged by the non-result of the 
meeting which Ruf Narain wangled 
from Morarji Desai. 

Is it to be concluded then that the 
system has lost its elasticity, and is in 
real danger of being submerged in an 
authoritarian avalanche? Or Mould we 
look at Its responses in fields other 
than purely political? 

When, in early April, over a hun¬ 
dred intellectuals met in New Delhi to 
discuss an “Agenda for the SO's,” the 
public and the press took no notice of 
that conclave at all. In contrast, a 
convention in Bombay on 21-22 April 
attended by 100 political leaders 
attracted large press coverage and 
wide public interest. The latter’s im¬ 
pact, however, was so little that within 
a fortnight all those who had issued a 
strideht call for unity had fallen out 
over seat adjustments in the Assembly 
elections. On the other hand the*Agen¬ 
da for India’ meeting, in which a cau¬ 
tious hope was expressed that the 
issues raised there would be discussed 
in the rest of the country, did not 
trigger any such process either .This is 
bAing reconstructed and activated on a 
different footing. Again, the Coordina¬ 
tion Committee for Strengthening 
Democracy, which consists of the 
Citizens for Democracy, Sarva Seva 
Sangh, Voluntary Action Cell, Voters 
Civil and Association of Voluntary 


Agencies for Rural Development, is 
also trying to get active. But, all these 
initiatives, as also the numerous local¬ 
ly active people's committees inspired 
in 1977 by JP, have so far proved to be 
ineffectual (though it would be top 
early to pronounce a final judgment). 
The Assam agitation which had, like 
the Nav Nirman agitation in Gujarat in 
1973-74, appeared to be a precursor of 
a would-be-national mass dpsurge, is 
gradually steering to its end, having 
made its basic impact and achieved 
some concrete and positive results. 
But it has not been duplicated any¬ 
where else. Nor has the anti-price-rise 
movement in Gujarat struck respon¬ 
sive chords elsewhere, though suc- 
cesssful bundhs have taken j^ace in 
Andhra Pradesh and Maharashtra. 

However, several local expressions 
of protest and dissent have proved 
Umt the people will not allow injustice 
to remain unchallenged. The popular 
mood is vigilant, even if not volatile. 
The potato struggle in Poona, the 
intense agitation in Nalgunda and 
Navalgunaa in Karnataka, satyagrahas 
in Bagnpat and Mandi Dabwali against 
criminal assaults on women, mass pro¬ 
tests by the tribals in Singhbhum dis¬ 
trict aggravated by a totally unwar¬ 
ranted police firing in Gua, the 16- 
week-long strike of 15,000 employees 
in Modi Nagar; the ghastly develop¬ 
ments that Mocked the CPI (M) gov¬ 
ernment in Tripura; the little known 
but the most sustained revolt of the 
landless in Bodh Gaya for the libera¬ 
tion of vast lands owned by the 
mahant; all these unequivocally de¬ 
monstrate that the people are very 
much in ferment. 

But will this ferment throw up a 
new leadership? Or will it motivate 
leaders of various hues and disparate 
personalities to expediently close 
their ranks and even bring back those 
who have renounced party politics for 
good? To what extent would any of 
these scenarios lead to a viable nation¬ 
al alternative? What will guarantee 
that the same fiasco as the Janata 
experiment will not be repeated? 

It must not be forgotten that the 
above two alternative projections are 
also related to a generational gap. In 
the first case, it is the re-emergence of 
a “Leaders' Club” which brings the old 
guard back on to the stage. But the 
second projection belongs to the next 
generation, one which will have ac¬ 
quired new, more recent and more 
relevant experience. This group, 
generally, will not be encumbered 
with the prejudices of the past nor will 
it carry the spectre of a lost credibil¬ 
ity. Some of the present leaders, like 
Mr Chandra Shekhar, will certainly 
remain relevant. 

A coordination of these non-party 
efforts at local levels might not only 
provide a national movement, but also 
a political alternative. Such an 
alternative will be far removed from 
the bitter and angry politics of 1978-79 
and the resulting frustrations which 
left thousands of political workers de¬ 
moralised. ■ 
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Ask any VENUS user 
And here is more proof 
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INTERNATIONAt REPORT 



Politics 
is changing 

in the USA 



LI lOMETHINC very impor- 

i 1 tant has happened in 

' America in recent years 

A people have changed 
____J their minds. Something 
else may happen in the course of the 
next few years' people may change 
their politics. And so we hear talk once 
again of the fabled virus that periodi¬ 
cally infects the political community 
“realignment,” a thought which more 
common folks say more simply: “It’s 
the end of an era " 

It is our view that because people 
have changed their minds, a political 
era characterised by a distinct politic¬ 
al philosophy has indeed come to an 
end. We further believe that the phi¬ 
losophy in question—^American liber- 
L alism—has rendered healthy, vigor- 
pkius, and constructive service to the 
‘ Republic; that its itaipact will continue 
to be felt, and that there will be no 
going back to yesteryear—but still, it 
IS over. The centre of the political 
spectrum is moving; politicians will 
gam or keep power only insofar as 
they can appeal to that moving centre. 

Moreover, this case holds almost 
regardless of who wins what in the 
next few years. The changed political 
climate, mind you, gives Republicans a 
chance for gains all over tne political 
map; but what is most important for 
the nation is the change in direction, 
not the change in party Thus, the 
DemocratK party can (and may well) 
k change its direction and scrub its im.- 
f age clean in conformity with the vo¬ 
ters’ current views and plausibly re¬ 
main the dominant party; or it can not 
scrub and become the minority view in 
America; but it can’t do both. For new 
conditions seek new solutions and new 
images. And politics in a democracy is 
the ultimate Darwinian activity: 
adapt or die. 

There have been several political 
realignments in modem American his¬ 
tory. McKinley beat Bryan in 18% 
that electibn firmly established in the 
public mind that the Democrats were a 
somewhat radical party and that the 
Republicans were the party of stabil¬ 
ity and "the full dinner pail.” For the 
next third of a century^that partisan 
idea—Republican Stability versus 
Democratic radicalism—hung on, lead- 


RICHARD IR. SCAMMON 
and BEN J. WAniNRERS 
describe what is happening 


ing to Republican dominance in the 
Congress, the Presidency and the state 
houses. 

In 1932, a new partisan perception 
began to take shape. Under the lash of 
the depression. Democrats took power 
under the leadership of Franklin De¬ 
lano Roosevelt FDR worked one rich 
pohtical vein. The Democratic party, 
he intimated, was the party of “the 
people,” “the little guy” and “the 
common man.” By contrast, the Re¬ 
publicans were the party of “economic 
royalists”—or, in later parlance, “fat 
cats,” who felt at home in “corporate 
board rooms” and “country clubs ” 

Under the rubric of such imagery. 
Democrats have become powerful, 
wealthy and prominent for almost half 
a century. They have been electorally 
successful most of the time. More 
important, their ideology—liberal¬ 
ism—became the regnant received 
,wisdom of the time. Liberahsm both 
reflected changed opinions in America 
and helped to change opinions in 
America. 

So, three criteria seem to be in¬ 
volved in a major political realign¬ 
ment. Partisan perceptions change; 
politics change; and opinions change. 

Are these criteria satisfied in the 
present instance? The trend may or 
may not be confirmable later, but for 
now we believe that for the first time 
in recent years it is proper to consider 
the possibility: one can look at sub¬ 
stantial evidence and say, “This has all 
the earmarks; it may turn out to be an 
ear.” * 

Consider first the evidence of 
changing opinions. As always, there is 
some countervailing evidence, but one 
is nevertheless struck by the powerful 
themes of change that emerge. Like it 
or not, almost all of the changes are in 
general concert with recent perceived 
Republican doctrine—not perceived 
Democratic doctrine. 

What is the current Republican 
doctrine? (n shorthand, try this: Eco¬ 


nomic stagnation and inflation are the 
real problems. Their major cause is big 
taxation which feeds big government, 
in any vent, is not doing well what it is 
supposed to do and is, moreover, mak¬ 
ing it difficult for private enterprise to 
do well what it is supposed to do. 
Furthermore, the government has 
been taken over by highminded elit¬ 
ists who have lost touch with everyday 
concerns of everyday citizens. Mean¬ 
while, America has grown militarily 
weak and is being pushed around ail 
over the world. The Democrats, say the 
Republicans, have betrayed their “lit¬ 
tle guy” constituency. Those are im¬ 
portant political thoughts, and have 
not been mainstream liMral Democra¬ 
tic views (at least until recently). 

Against that backdrop, consider a 
few selected poll results: Between 
1959 and 1978, the percentage of 
Americans who thought that “big gov¬ 
ernment” was the major cause of infla¬ 
tion went from 14% to 51%. (By 1978, 
76% of Americans thought that 
“Washington had become too power¬ 
ful.”) Or consider the changing views 
about defense spending: In 1971,11% 
said they were favourable towards 
increased defense spending; 49% were 
unfavorable. By 1979 (before Iran), 
60% were favourable, while 9% were 
unfavourable 

There are few analysts these days 
who would deny what the general run 
of numbers tends to point up. inflation 
has become the nation’s number one 
concern, the bloom is off the rose for 
the idea of further governmental activ¬ 
ism, the public IS substantially more 
hawkish than it was a few years ago. 

These changes in opinion can be 
detected among the public, the Con¬ 
gress, and the “experts ” We’ve 
changed our minds, and in the process 
have established themes that may be 
enough to kick off a new political era. 

Bevond attitude, opinion and ideol¬ 
ogy, there is at least some evidence to 
suggest that attitudmal changes have 
already begun to yield election results. 
In 1978, five liberal Democratic sena¬ 
tors lost their seats. Now, for the 
second straight election, it is mostly 
liberals in the senate who are said to 
be “in trouble ” And the not-so- 
liberals among the Democrats are not- 
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Problem-solving skills. 

Acquired by the highly 
qualified and enterprising team 
of engineers and technicians 
of Keltron Controls through 
on-the-job experience. 

Keltron Controls skills in system 
engineering capability are 
clearly in evidence at the 
Tuticorin and Satpura thermal 
power plants—two of the three 
major orders, including the 
first from Wanakbori thermal 
plant, worth Rs. 17 crores for 
Control Instrumentation. 


A display 
ot slulls 


At the site offices already set up 
at Wanakbori and at Indian Oil 
Corporation Ltd., Baroda, the 
operative word is action; Back 
home, at Aroor in Kerala, the 
Keltron plant itself is taking 
final shape with commissioning 
scheduled for November 
this year. 

Drawing from the world-wide 
experience of its collaborators, 
Controle Bailey of France, Keltron 
Controls sharpens its skills in 


Control Instrumentation. Using 
9020, the most flexible Control 
System based on the modular 
concept. Providing the extra 
benefit of reliability with their 
unique surveillance monitor and 
a wide range of instruments from 
transmitter upto final control 
elements. 

Assisted by its Technology 
Development Group, Keltron 
Controls has already recorded 
remarkable achievements in 
indigenisation —a policy that 
saves money for its clients 
and foreign exchange for the 
nation. 

Keltron Controle: emooth 
flying with all tho ckills 
at its command! 


A divlstoa 0f 

SiKELTRON 

know-how to serve the people. 

Bombay, Delhi. Calcutta, Madrat, 
Bangalore, Trivandrum, Ahmedabad, 
Hyderabad. 
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so-in-trouble. 

But the richest vein of speculation, 
of course, revolves around the Pres- 
idential race of 1980: Carter vs. 
Reagan vs. Anderson. Of course, we do 
not know who will vrin, but one over¬ 
whelming fact IS apparent, at least for 
now; Ronald Reagan, seen earlier this 
year as "the weakest possible Republi¬ 
can nominee,” is at least even with the 
incumbent president of the majority 
party. 

Two of the big reasons for this 
situation tend to shed some light on 
the idea of political realignment. First, 
Reagan is not Goldwater—because 
we’ve alreai^ had a Goldwater. In the 
years since Goldwater, a large part of 
the Republican conservative establish¬ 
ment has moved toward the centre. 
And that, it must be nbted, is a left¬ 
ward move. Reagan, and other con¬ 
servative Republicans, have seen the 
swamp of right-wing politics. They 
followed Barry Goldwater there. The 
bleached bones of losers still decay 
there. They are not going back. That 
means they can win. 

Second;. It is said that Carter is in 
serious political trouble because he is 
seen as inept, incompetent, indecisive. 
But. Why? in part, because he presides 
over a split party. There is wing A— 
new politics liberal. And there is wing 
B— old fashioned liberal. And there js 
wing C—-conservative. As a party it 
does not know its own mind. It was 
thought, until recently, that the con¬ 
temporary split in the Democratic par¬ 
ty was caused by Vietnam and re¬ 
mained focused on foreign and de- 
^fense policy. Not so That is only part 
of the split The other part concerns 
domestic affairs. Today, the domestic 
spilt may be as important as the fore¬ 
ign, with wings B and C rejecting many 
ofithe wing A nostrums. 

For an old and simple poli|ical 
truth is becoming more apparent with 
every passing day: a humane welfare 
state cannot be funded without a 
vigorous private sector. If the private 
sector is leached, it ma^ take some 
vears to refertilize it. During that time, 
the public welfare sector must per¬ 
force go on somewhat shorter rations. 
That is harsh truth—but a truth 
nonetheless. It is not, however, a truth 
I that is easily accepted by wing A of the 
f Democratic party. After all, a goodly 
portion of wing A has come to earn its 
livelihood by providing government 
services, receiving government ser¬ 
vices or promoting government ser¬ 
vices that can make it difficult for the 
private sector to operate. 

Who are the constituent groups 
that make up wing A? Try for starters: 
pro-solar, antinudear environmental¬ 
ists, government workers on Federal, 
!>tate and local levels, the disadvan¬ 
taged, minorities, grantsmen, consul¬ 
tants, feminists, consumerists. But 
wing B of the Democratic party is leery 
of the environmentalist’s rape of ener¬ 
gy production', they support moderate 
use of nuclear power. They support 
substantial increases in military 
spending. They are prepared to amend 
the tax code to provide further incen- 
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tives for business. They are prepared 
to cut the rise in domestic welfare 
spending albeit humanely. (Entitle¬ 
ment programmes are still popular—at 
least to those entitled.) Wing C is the 
same, only more so. 

Among rank-and-file Democrats 
and Democrats in Congress the wing B 
and wing C views are more popular 
than wing A. So now Caner, originally 
captured by wing A shock troops, 
desperately seeks to slip away from 
their minoritarian death grip. Like 
Reagan, he is moving to the centre. As 
he does, wing A folks say, with some 
ment, that he is a “Reagan clone.” 

Given the split personality of his 
party, it is small wonder people would 
get the impression that Caner can’t 
make up his mind, and that he is inept, 
as he is tugged this way and that by 
the feelings of the electorate on the 
one hand, and by such wing A press¬ 
ures as the Democratic convention on 
the other 

Meanwhile, some of the wing A left 
flakes off toward Anderson, ^me of 
the wing B centrists go to Reagan, and 
even more of the wing C folks do 
likewise. Such a split Democratic par¬ 
ty IS a weakened party, adding to the 
possibility of realigning activity—just 
as a centre-trending Republican right 
is also a positive factor toward realign¬ 
ment. 

But a political realignment, should 
it come, and should it be a big, bounc¬ 
ing, healthy realignment, needs more 
than the “evidence” of opinion and of 
politics that it may happen, as laid out 
above A political realignment of 
Rooseveltian magnitude also seems to 
need a big bouncing change in parti¬ 
san perception. 

The big idea of FDR’s New Deal 
was clear enough: “We are the party of 
the people.” Simple idea, not entirely 
accurate, but fecund with political 
potential. Is there such a new, big idea 
on the Republican side this time 
around? 

There is indeed. It is this: “We are 
the party of the TCople!” Like its 
predecessor, it is a big, bouncing, rich 
idea fecund with potential—and not 
entirely accurate 

See how it works: Economics, like 
politics, is at least partly symbolic. The 
proponents of Republican supply-side 
economics know that. Get America 
moving again, they say, reminiscent of 
earlier Democratic party rhetoric. Tax 
cuts are offered, say Kemp-Rothniks, 
not to help fat-cats but because high 
taxes are strangling middle<lass peo¬ 
ple and because America needs to 
provide incentives to make capital 
work again so that all those blue-collar 
workers can get jobs. -Hyper¬ 
regulation, too, strangles productivity, 
say the supply-siders. To square the 
circle, supply-siders say that only if we 
get Amenca moving again can the 
welfare state be funded without con¬ 
tinuing inflation. 

These supply-side economics are, if 
you will, growth economics. As such 
they are far removed from one strand 
of wing A Democratic economics that 
at timgs seemed to influence some 
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aspects of the early Caner presiden^. 
Conservation without production in¬ 
centives in the energy field, a smatter¬ 
ing of ideological no-growth, slow- 
growth and era-oMimits, a dose of 
acti-nuclear environmental purity and 
an early shot of hjrper-regulation. 

Having allowed growth economics 
to be stolen by the Republicans, the 
Democrats are now in the ironic posi¬ 
tion of saying “me too” to an economic 
philosophy (growth) that was once 
their own meal ticket. The Carter plan 
for “reindustrialization” represents 
supply-side catchup ball, an effort to 
prevent Reagan from capturing the 
idea of the “partv of the little guy.” 
The Democrats have by no means 
surrendered that phrase. They are, in 
fact, working hard to re-establish their 
parenthood of it. That’s what this 
election is about. 

* All this should not be construed to 
suggest that Ronald Reagan, or the. 
Republicans, or a new era of politics, 
have a dear unfettered path ahead. 
There are problems. For one thing, if 
the Democrats had temporarily lost 
touch with America on one or two 
important sets of ideas and attitudes 
(defense and economics), let it not be 
forgotten that Republicans these days 
tread on thin ice on another constella¬ 
tion of issues. Some years ago we 
grouped these issues together under 
the phrase “the social issue.” If Demo¬ 
crats have become identified with too 
much cultural permissiveness, Repul> 
licans, in their defense of “traditional 
values” may be in danger of going 
overboard in enforcing such values. 
Most Americans seem to be willing to 
live and let live. 

A Republican platform that takes 
no position on era is not a big loser. 
But a platform that endorses a Consti¬ 
tutional amendment prohibiting some¬ 
one else from having an abortion may 
be another matter. Americans are pro¬ 
morality, but millions of moderate 
voters can be put off if the Reagan 
campai^ is seen to be overly identi¬ 
fied with self-proclaimed moralists 
who can be seen to be, perhaps unfair¬ 
ly, seeking to impose their morality on 
others. The Republican party, having 
brought Its traditional conservatives 
to the moderate mainstream of econo¬ 
mics and politics, can risk the whole 
catch of heading off into the shallow, 
rocky eddies of rightwing social issues. 
Just as the McGovern majority of a 
few years ago was nothing like a 
political majority. Neither is it the 
moral majority of today. There is some 
reason to believe the Republicans 
understand this. 

Will it all happen? Will political 
dominance shift? It is possible. But 
more important, both parties agree— 
in the broadest of strokes—on what 
has to be done for America Under 
either party, we will be a militarily 
stronger nation, and we will provide 
more incentives for economic growth. 

A new parade has formed. It is already 
marching down Main Street. Which 
party wul seize the moment, capture 
the image, and lead the parade? 

That IS what we will find out soon. 
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A Guide To 
iuiviiul 

(If atreiied under iheNaiional 
lecurify Ordinance) 

By A. G. NOORANI 


HE National Security Ordinance (NASO), 
promulgated on 23 September, i$ an assault on 
the liberties of the citizen. It gives the State 
•indefensible powers of imprisonment without 
trial, which is bad enough on principle. Worse, 
the powers have been acquired by a government whose 
authoritarian traits are well known. This attack must •be 
met unitedly by the people, regardless of political differ¬ 
ences and in the spirit of Solon’s famous advice; “Those 
who are uninjured by an arbitrary act must be taught to 
feel as much indignation at it as those who are injured.” 
The Bar, in particular, must regard it a duty to pool its 
labours and talent to fight for the detenu's rights 

The following is a modest guide for a detenu; of course, 
It can be vastly improved 

• The Detention Order Insist immediately on a copy. The 
order must first be served on the detenu. S 4 requires it to 
be “executed .. in the manner provided for the execution of 
warrants of arrest under the Code of Criminal Procedure, 
1973.” S.75 of the Code makes it obligatory for the serving 
officer to notify the substance of thf warrant and “If so 
required, shall show him the warrant ” 

Note carefully under which of the heads listed in S.3 has 
the order been made; "Acting in a manner prejudicial” 
to-*(l) the defence of India (ii) the relations of India with 
foreign powers (lii) security of India (iv) security of the 
state (V) maintenance of public order (vi) maintenance of 
supplies and services essential to the community These 
expressions have received precise meanings in decided 
cases For example, on 11 September the Gujarat High 
Court said that participating in legitimate political activi¬ 
ties, including launching an anti-price rise agitation in a 
peaceful manner, cannot be the basis for detention. 

• Ratification An order under the first three heads in S.3 
can be made only by the central or state governments, an 
order under the other three can be made even by a district 
magistrate or commissioner of police if they received the 
requisite authority from the state government. Since this 
will be the more common mode of detention, two things 
must be.noted; (a) The state government must confirm the 
order within 12 days after receiving the officer’s report 
containing the grounds on which the order has been made. 
If the officer has communicated the uounds to the detenu, 
the government must confirm the order within IS days, (b) 
The central government must receive a report from the 
state government within seven days of the order. 

e Grounds of Detention: Within not later than five, and in 
exceptional circumstances ten, days of the detention the 
detaining autAority must (a) communicate to the detenu 
"the tfounds on which the order has been made” and (b) 
afford him the earliest opportunity of making a representa¬ 
tion against the order to the Government (S.8(l))- The 
government is bound to consider the representation before 
referring it to the Advisory Board. Defects in the grounds 
62 


are fairly common and have helped to secure the libertjr < 
many a detenu. Three decades of preventive detentic 
have created a whole jurisprudence of relief again; 
repression. 

(a) First and foremost, the grounds must contain “all th 
basic facts and materials” before the detaining authorit; 
Nothing material must be excluded. 

(b) The grounds must not be vague but specific enoug 
to enable the detenu to make a representation. 

(c) If a single ground is defective, the order is bad. Th 
same applies if material not disclosed but on which th 
authority acted turns out to be irrelevant or extraneoi 
under the law. 

Allied to this aspect are the grounds on which detentio 
can be challenged ov a writ petition before the High Coui 
or Supreme Court. The Supreme Court’s summary is quote 
in extenso; “The basic postulate on which the courts hav 
proceeded is that the subjective satisfacion being a cond 
tion precedent for the exercise of the power conferred o 
the executive, the court can always examine whether 
requisite satisfaction is arrived at by the authority, if it i 
not, the condition precedent to the exercise of the powe 
would not be fulfilled and the exercise of the power woul 
be bad. There are several grounds evolved by judicit 
decisions for saying that no subjective satisfaction i 
arrived at by the authority as reouired under the statuti 
The simplest case is where the authority had not applied it 
mind at all. In such a case the authority could not possibl 
be satisfied as regards the fact in respect of which it i 
required to be satisfied. Then there may be a case wher 
the power is exercised dishonestly or for an imprope 
purpose, such a case would also negative the existence o 
satisfaction on the part of the authority. The existence c 
‘improper purpose’, that is, a purpose not contemplated b 
the statute, has been recognised as an independent groun' 
of control in several decided cases. The satisHctior 
moreover, must be a satisfaction of the authority itself, am 
therefore, if, in exercising the power the authority ha 
acted under the dictation of another body...the exercise o 
the power would be bad and so also would the exercise o 
the power be vitiated where the authprity had disable; 
Itself from applying its mind to the facts of each indivldua 
case by self-created rules of policy or in any other mannei 
The satisfaction said to have been arrived at by tb 
authority would also be bad where it is based.on th< 
application of a wrong test or the misconstructiob of ; 
statute. Where tUs happens, the satisfaction of the authoi 
ity would not be in resjpect of the thing in regard to which 1 
is required to be satisned. Then again the satisfaction mus 
be grounded 'on materials which are of rationally probatlvi 
value.* Ilie grounds on whibh the satisfaction is pased mus 
be such as a rational human being can consider connectm 
with the fact in respect of which the satisfaction is to bi 
reached. They nnut be relevant fo the subiecr matter m 
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Oo you need a health tonic...if you're in good health? 
What is the secret of amia ? 

What was the "elixir of life" ? 


Startling facts about 
the world's best known 
ayurvedic tonic 

—Chyawanprash 


^ The elixir of life ^ 

Chyawanprash literally means 
food for Chyawan Rishi The 
legend goes that Chyawanprash 
was first created 3 000 years ago 
as a health food by the physicians 
of the Gods 

So amazing were its powers that 
the rishis often called it Jeevan" 
or the elixir of life' 


The rishis believed that it not 
only built up resistance and kept 
body tissues young it also kept 
the mind alert and improved 






3,000 years later... Dabur 
Chyawanprash 

For centuries Chyawanprash 
remained a secret of the rishis and 
a few remote ashrams 

It was only in 1884 when 
Dabur set up their first 



that Chyawanprash became easily 
available to everyone 

Dabur Chyawanprash is made 
from over 40 carefuliv selected 
herbs and ingredients The most 
important of these is fresh amla 
It also contains Dashmool (10 
roots), Ashtawarg (8 herbs),til oil, 
ghee sugar and spices 

THE SECRET OF AMLA 

It was the early ayurveds who 
first discovered that amla is 
nature's best defence against 



The complete health food 
for your family 


» abur Chyawanprash is 
more than just a health 
tonic—It's a complete 
health food for everyone in your 
family 


It builds up the resistance of the 
body and protects it from infections. 
It tones up the muscles and helps 
in the growth of tissues, it helps to 
fully utilise the proteins <n the body. 
It keeps you active and full of 


energy 


Dabur Chyawanprash is 
manufactured in fully-automated 
plants by the world's largest 
manufacturers of ayurvedic 
products 


Dabur Chyawanprash— 
your daily ounce of 
prevention 


Ayurveda 
has always 
believed that 
prevention is better than cure By 
building up the body’s natural 


resistance to infection, Dabur 




Chyawanprash helps to keep your 
family healthy 

Make Oabur Chyawanprash 9 
daily health habit for everyone in 
your family 

Does a healthy person need 
a health tonic 7 

Far too many people believe 
that a health tonic is meant only 
for those who are sick 

The fact 1$ that a good health 
tonic acts as a preventive It can 
actually build up the body's 
resistance and keep you from 
falling ill easily 

A health tonic therefore, should 
be taken by everyone in the family 

Why is a natural health 
tonic better? 

When you take vitamins and 
minerals in their natural form, 
they are more easily absorbed by 
the body 

Because there are absolutely no 
chemicals or artificial additives, a 
natural health tonic is completely 
free from side effects and is safer 
for children 
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inquiry and must not be extraneous to the scope and 
purpose of the statute- If the authority has taken into 
account, it may even be vrith the best of intention, as a 
relevant factor something which it could not properly take 
into account in deciding whether or not to exercise the 
power or the manner or extent to which it should be 
exercised, the exercise of the power would be bad,” 

The past record of the detenu cited in the grounds for 
detention cannot belong to the remote past. The order will 
be set aside if the government has been so unreasonable 
that no reasonable authority could ever have done such a 
thing. I 

The power of the court to interfere in such a case is not 
as an appellate authority to override a decision taken by 
the statutory authority, but as a judicial authority, which is 
concerned, and concerned only, to see whether the statu¬ 
tory authority has contravenecl the law by acting in excess 
of the power which the legislature has confided in it. In one 
case a sin^e solitary act of wagon breaking was relied upon 
by the district magistrate to detain him. The Supreme 
Court pointed out that, subject to certain reservations, it 
was difficult to see how “one solitary isolated act of wagon 
breaking committed by the petitioner could possibly per¬ 
suade any reasonable person to reach the satisfaction that 
unless the petitioner was detained he would In all probabil¬ 
ity indulge in further acts of wagon breaking.” 

The ^mbay Hi^ Court has pointed out that "once a 
pnma facie case is made out by the petitioner then 
respondent (the State) is obliged to place the relevant 
material before the court If a prima facie case is made out 
indicating that the said satisfaction is not founded on any 
material or order issued is not in conformity with the 
mandatory provisions of the Act then burden cannot be 
discharged by the detaining authority by merely filing an 
. affidavit denying everything. The detaining authority owes 
a duty to the detenu as well as to the court.” As the 
Supreme Court puts it, “there is nothing like unfettered 
; discretion immune from'judicial reviewability.” 

. • The Advisory Board: Within three weeks of the detention 
the appropriate government must place before an Advisory 
Board constituted under S.9 the grounds of detention, the 
detenu’s representation and the officer’s report if the 
detention was ordered by him (S 10). The Advisory Board 
must hear the detenu in person if he so desires. Its report 
must be submitted within,seven weeks of the detention. 
Legal representation before the Board is not allowed. 
(S.!l). 

The detenu can file a habeas corpus petition theoretical¬ 
ly immediately on detention and advisedly after he gets the 
fluids. He need not wait till the Board takes a decision. 
Moreover, he can file it even after the Board’s adverse 
decision. Many a petition has exposed the farcical charac¬ 
ter of a Board’s proceedings. 

• Under S.5 the detaining government is entitled to 
appoint “such place (of detention) and under such condi¬ 
tions, including conditions as to maintenance, discipline” 
etc as it pleases. 

(a) The detenu must challenge his being lodged in a jail 
at all. Imprisonment is listed as one of forms of puniriiment 
under S.S3 of the Penal Code. Imprisonment without trial is 
unconstitutional (Art.21). 

(b) The conditions of discipline must not be punitive. 
Hie Supreme Court has ruled, “It must be emphasized that 
a detenu is not a convict...the power to detain is not a power 
to punish for offences which an executive* authority in his 
subjective satisfaction believes a citizen to have commit¬ 
ted. Flower to detain u primarily intended to be exercised 
in those rafe cases when the larger interests of the state 
demand that restrictions shall be placed upon the liberty of 
a citizen curbing his future activities. The restrictions so 
placed must, consistently with the effectiveness of deten¬ 
tion, be minimal.” 

llie Supreme Court has ruled that a detenu can send the 
manuscript of a book on a subject of scientific interest out 
of jail fw publication. Mr Justice Tarkunde ruled, when he 
was judge of Bombay High Court, chat a detenu can obtain 
at hw own cost a newspaper, magazine or book which is 
available to the public. The Kerala High Court upheld the 
detenu’s right to have a transistor radio in jail. ■ 









Prisoners 
revolt in 
Bangladesh 



Two angrv prison protests, 
one resulting in the death of 
14 piisoners, have shaken 
Bangladesh s President Ziaur 
Rahman and set off a wave of 
public indigpation in the 
country The government 
attempted to explain away 
the incidents as simplv 
‘clashes” but the tenpaitv 
opposition alliance was able 
to call a bandh in protest, and 
on 28 October it sent an “ulti 
matum to the government to 
accept the demands of prison 
ers in various tails On 9 Octo 
ber inmates of the Mymens 
ingh district jail had gone on 
a “strike” before surrender 
ing unconditionally after nine 
days On 12 October, prison 
ers of the Khulna district jail 
seized control of the jaii, hold 
mg hostage 24 jail wardens 
and officials, including a de 
puty jailor Their demands— 
all of which were dismissed 
by authorities as “absurd**— 
included transfer of all prison 
officials, unproved living con¬ 
ditions, speeding up trial pro 
cedures, and permission to 
live with their spouses once a 
month Ten days of talks and 
promises later (the deputy 
home minister. Prof Abdu* 
Salam, promised to look into 
their problems), an armed 
pobce ^uad broke in, leaving 
M prisoners dead and 114 
po|icemesi injured These fi¬ 
gures, of codrse, are official. 
Not surprisingly, a govern¬ 
ment press note ascribed the 
casiialties to a cUih between 
rivajl grow* of pitonfrt. 


THEWMILD 

Price of democracy 


The Americans still re 
main the world’s biggest spen¬ 
ders—be It defence, tourtsm 
or elections Witness the mil¬ 
lions of dollars that have 
already been spent on con 
ducting the democratic pro 
cess in the current election 
year Experts have estimated 
the amount spent at $800 mil 
lion, in Itself a record A lot of 


this money has gone to televi 
Sion President Carter and 
challenger Ronald Reagan 
have depended heavily on TV 
advertising, and the cost for 
30 seconds at prime viewing 
time is S 4,000 By the time 
the elections take place, the 
two will have spent S 31 mil 
lion just for putting ^ “the 
best guy image” on Tv 


Traitor or patriot? 


Heads turned, and cheers 
rent the air at the UNESCO 
conference in Belgrade when 
an Afghan delegate told the 
Commission on Culture and 
Communication on 25 Octo 
ber that the Soviet Union was 
“violating human rights and 
carrying on suppression and 
persecution” bv its “occupa 
tion and domination” of his 
(Country The Afghan govern 
ment promptly annulled the 
powers of Mr Akhtar Moham 
med Paktiawal (45) because 
he had “betrayed his mother 


land, renouifced Afghan 
citizenship and asked tor poll 
tical asylum in a foreign 
state,” though Mr Paktiawal 
himself denied this later In a 
message to the UNESCO 
director general and chair 
man of the conference, Mr Ivo 
Morgan, the Afghan govern 
ment demanded that Mr Pak 
tiawal's embarrassing words 
be deleted from the minutes 
of the meeting Mr Morpn 
refused Mr Paktiawal has 
announced his intention to 
keep fighting 


han demonstrators bum a Russian flag 
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Longest journey in 
smaiiest boat , 

An adventurous American 13,685 km long Pacific cros 
o made a valiant, and sue sing in the smmlest boat ever 


who made a valiant, and sue 
cessful, attempt to circum 
navigate the world alone, sur 
mised customs officials on 27 
i^tober at Cairns, about two 
lems from ^dney, when he 
got off his 5,4 metre-long boat 
and came ashore to report 
that he had juat arrived from 
America ana wanted harbour 
detMtance. Mr Webb Chiles 
(3S|, In fact, had completad 
an odyssey—a' two'year 


sing in the smmlest boat ever 
to make the voyage Mr Chiles 
set sail from California on 12 
November 1978 He broke his 
voyage several times in the 
Pacific to avoid cyclones, was 
wrecked on the way to an 
island m Vanatu. and half 
submerged at another place 
near Papua New Guinea flis 
boat is Sb small, he bad to sit 
on the floor and steer by 
hand. 


Israeli 
Pnantqms 
in Iran-lran 
war? 

Something interesting m 
the early days of the latest ^ 
Gulf war On 30 September, 
two Phantom jet^ on their 
way back after fkimbing a 
Baghdad power station, 
struck at an Iraqi nuclear in 
stallation at Osirak, narrowly 
missing the reactor This is 
where Iraq is suspected of 
trying to build a nuclear arms 
capability Built by the 
French, who are Iraq’s second 
largest oil customers, this in¬ 
stallation was estimated to 
have the capacity to provide 
Iraq with some rudimentary ^ 
kind of nuclear arsenal by ^ 
1985 What was most in 
teresting about the failed 
attack on Osirak was that Iran 
denied having sent its Phan¬ 
toms to raid the installation ; 
So where did the Phantoms 
come from* The obvious sus¬ 
pect Israel It is possible that 
Israel could have used the ' 
excellent camouflage of the 
Iran Iraq conflict to try and 
destroy the reactor which is 
Its major source of worry It is 
now almost certain that Israel 
has been helping Iran with 
the ammunition and spare 
parts which have kept the 
Iranian air force flving during 
the war despite the lack of US 
help 

Israeli PM Begin predict¬ 
ably denied the charge that 
his nation’s Phantoms had 
surreptitiously entered the 
war, though Iraq is convince^ 
about Israel's role The 
annexe of the complex did 
suffer damage in the air raid, 
and sources in Pans say that 
this raid could have put beck 
progress substantially 


BrieEly 


Save India, 
South Korea 

A survey bv a team of 
American globe watchers pre 
diets that Asia will see better 
days—at least as far as econo¬ 
mic progress is concerned. 
One forecast for the eighties 
says that most Asian count- 
nes will witness a growth race 
of 6% to 10%. a rate which 
most western industrialised 
countries will not match. The 
catch India and South Korea 
are two Asian countries not 
expected to keep with their 
Asian sisters. 
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When I want 
bathroom 
accessories 
there s just one 
brand I buy 



because: 

I want my bathroom to look pret 
I want a full choice of 
matching accessories. 

I want my moneys worth. 

I want to buy the best. 


trust Brite’ 


Dont just buy };lasli('. B! !) 





Bruce Lee’s succes$or, Bruce 
Li (Simdiiy, 15 June)« flew 
into Boitibay recently with a 


out of the land of the mythical 
Dragon. There was a Miss 
Cherry Chung-^ Miss Hong 
Kong; Joe Nazario—the cur* 
rent Mr America; and two 
mysterious characters—Ka Sa 
Fa and Johnny Shene. The 
troupe had been hired by pro¬ 
ducer Hingorani for a few 
sequences of his KaatUoa ka 
Katil (a Dharmendra-Zeenat 
starrer). The highlight of the 
troupe's visit, reports Ashisb 
Rajadhyaksha, was the theft 
of Mr America’s baas and bag¬ 
gage on the British Airways 
flight from Hong Kong to 
Bombay. 


Old Vic, 
new love 


A flight of dragons 


Victor Banerjee’s foremost 
love was theatre. Then Victor 
(whose real name is Partha 
Sarathi) graduated to Ray’s 
Shatranj. Now he has turned 
his attention to his second 
love: art. On February this 
year, he opened his Calcutta 
Art Gallery with an exhibition 


dance, has been launched by 
him with the aim of encourag¬ 
ing lesscrfitnown contempor¬ 
ary artiits. According to Snig* 
dba (k»wami, the paintings 
to far shown at the gallery 
have been chosen by Baner- 
'ee personally. The number 
las Varied, their price-tags 
•Jlto hstronomicar figures. 
' Binatjee insistB that his 
ty is not a commercial 



Crime hi' 
its prlmflt" 

Perhaps for the first tirnd iih 
criminology, a detenu was 
subjected to third demee in 
order to "unconfest” h» guilt.' 
This followed the murder nf 
four women, two at a tiiie^ in 
the quiet Goan village '-of. 
Tivim. The police orbrnr^ 
nabbed a man called Maohu, 
who has quite a crimlMsd re¬ 
cord as a thief. Madhu 
promptly confessed; he feven 
gave the police copious de¬ 
tails of the modus operaddh 
But soon the police realise^ 
thaf Madhu, in fact, was inno¬ 
cent. And so be was beaten 
black and blue to "unconfess” 
the heinous crime of having 
told a iie. 



Desmond da Costa 
ko gussa kyoon ata hai 


Student activists in Goa, led 
by Desmond da,Costa, a post¬ 
graduate student of com¬ 
merce, and Dr Sar Desai, an 
ex-UNESCO expert in en¬ 
tomology, have adopted a 
novel method of protest 
against the “Marks scandal.” 
It IS alleged that a certain 
Miss M. C. Sardinha, the niece 
of Goa’s scandal jirone educa¬ 
tion minister, Gaetano Sar¬ 
dinha, had scored 49 out of 


100 in physics and 57 out of 
100 in chemistry in the High¬ 
er Secondary examinations. 
But the Board allegedly 
raised her marks to 77 and 75 
respectively, enabling her to 
gain admission to the much- 
sought-after MBBS course 
The story found its way into 
the local press and hell broke 
loose. Now Desmond da Costa 
is putting up “road plays” in 
which the whole scandal is 


enacted by amateur actors. 
The story of Miss Sardinha 
and “Uncle Francisco” has 
been drawing huge crowds. 
Desmond da Costa’s troupe' 
travels by bus and often, foots 
it to distant towns and vil¬ 
lages. The effect of this, re¬ 
ports Mario Cabral e Sa, 
been much more incisive than 
all the harangue by ^posi¬ 
tion politicians and ciusading 
journalists. 


Prosperity a stage of betrothal 


Punjab is a prosperous state, 
But 1784 primary, 70 middle 
and 41 high schools in Punjab 
have no chairs for teachers. 
As many as 7119 primary, 629 
middle and 434 high schools 
have no blackboards. Drink¬ 
ing water is not available in 
2653 primary, 82 middle and 
21 high schools. Urinals do 
not exist in 8746 primary, 570 
middle and 190 high schools. 
1784 primary and 74 middle 
schools have no classrooms. 


Pal Chand Sharma i$ the 
director of a Ram Lila com¬ 
pany in Chandigarh And for 
the last five years he has 
faithfully played the part of 
Lakshman in his plays. But 
recently. Pal switched roles 
with the actor who had been 
playing the part of Ram. 
Reason? He wanted to many 
Sita. And it was to be a real- 
life marrnage on the stage. 
The actress who had been 
playing Stta was replaced by 


Pal's bride, Sunita Sharpia. 
And this is how Pal and ^ni- 
ca got married: the b^e, 
pla^ng Sita, sat on the Ita^ 
and manv suitors tried, m 
vain, to lift Parasuram’s ■ dba- 
Rush. Eventually, it was tjie 
groom, playing Ram, who hot 
only lifted the dbanush but. 
also broke it in two. Having 
thus staked his claim on Siu, 
Ram married her, much to the 
delight of the spectators who 
were also the baratis. 


On 2 October this year, when 
the country was p»init hom¬ 
age to Mahatma Gandhi un 
his 111th birth anniversary, 
about 300 men and women 
anempted a datv-saaa (li¬ 
quor-bath) of the Mahatma’s 
Statue in Lugknow. It was a 
strange mode of protest from 
l^he Desh Bhakta Morcha 
wins; the lifting otprohibi- 
non inme state. According to 
to Awasthi, the depuut- 
ttrators . closaid in an the 


(DI^)ord6r of the bath 



Mahatma’s statue in the GPO 
park, armed with country li¬ 
quor. The police intervene^ 
and the demonstrators were, 
dispersed. But one desperate 
agitator managed to give the 
cops the slip. Me was, hoWev- 
er, spoiled soon-—very new 
the statue, ready to let % a 
bottle of country liquor, the' 
cops went for him; he swpng 
the bottle at the statue, the 
missile fell inches short of me 
Mahatma. 
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Ti^OST of the predictions 
IVXabout her have to be 
withdrawn. The girl simply 
manages to prove that she is 
the true exception to eveiv 
(subsequentnr broken) rule. I 
dm talking of Par^eea Babi, 
who has now managed to suc¬ 
cessfully re-enter films for 
the third time. For all the 
indignation of the producers 
who had vowed never to take 
her back into their films after 
she ditched them, back she is, 
at work and in conferences 
with earnest filmmakers 
offering her the choicest set¬ 
ups. Some of the offers co- 
star her with Bachchan. 
Actually, Parveen Babi has 



Dimple’s husband (again) Parveen Babi: Lucky prodigal 



Mitrt^ mirror bb ihe wai/L 


j always proved lucky to the 
! people she has associated 
I with. Her door, which was 
S mysteriously closed to cal- 
> lers, is now admitting a con¬ 
tinuous flow of producers 
waiting to sign her up. After 
all the men in the trade will 
take anything that has the 
adjective ‘lucky’ attached to 
it. 

F ILMI divorces are getting 
to be comical affairs, like 
the funny anti-climactic en¬ 
dings in films. Look what it 
did lor Dimple. Rajesh is fall¬ 
ing over himself, and bending 
over backward^ to please his 
would-have-been ex-wife. She 
has just to'snap her fingers 
and bubby-jiruns to humour 
her. Does it mean he’ll let her 
do another film, since that 
has been her greatest wish 
since she married him? He 
might even say yes now, con¬ 
sidering how desperate he is 
to retain his wife. 

G uess who was ravmg ab¬ 
out the absolutely flaw¬ 
less, stunning figure of new¬ 
comer model Arti Gupta? 
None other than Rekha, who 
has always been a true admir¬ 
er of beautiful women. As she 
had .once revealed, she has 
had this beauty complex ever 
sipce she was bom—with a 
dark complexion and podgy 
figure. Rekha is not naturally 
beautiful, she herself kee|>s« 
on insisting, and she has slog¬ 
ged over the years with a 
mirror and make-up. So if 
Rekha says so, then Arti .Gup¬ 
ta must be the*greatest beau¬ 
ty to hit the screen in recent 
nmes. Of all the features, the 
fact that Arti’s eyelashes are 
so naturally long and curly 
that she has to keep trimming 
them to get them out of h^r 


eyesight, has tickled Rekha 
because she herself has hard¬ 
ly any eyelashes at all, and 
that IS her chief moan; she 
has to enlarge her tiny eyes 
and put on false eyelashes. 

N O CYCLONE, earthquake 
or tornado was reported 
from the sets of Zamana, the 
Rajesh Khanna-Rishi Kapoor 
film, though everyone is ex¬ 
pecting some stormy weather 
to disturb proceedings any 
moment. It’s almost like 
watching two hungry tigers in 
a cage about to tear up each 
other Here, instead of snarls 
and growls, there is a lot of 
official smiling and bowing, 
but the venom cannot be hid¬ 
den. Discount the fact that 
each one tries to come later 
than the other, so as to avoid 
being made to wait and thus 
made to look inferior to the 
other. 


L OOTMAAR has finally 
been released. It also held 
a ritual premiere party. The 
suave, charming Lootmaar- 
maker Dev Anand was pre¬ 
sent at the lacklustre event 
But Dev’s personal charm and 
magnetism was enough to 
raise a couple of cheers from 
the crowd. 

’ of dMs week a 
1 November * 
i. ^rbaai 
2. Apne Paraya 
j, p^ra Dusbman 

5. tnbdUsi Bewafaai 
, $. Saa din saas ke 
7. Neeyat 

0. fmti bam jwata 

0. mttaaa • / 
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Get cash-returns 
at periodic 
intervals plus 
life cover too! 


Money back after 5 years 
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Money back again after 10 years 
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Money back again after 15 years 


MONEY BACK POLICY 

An ideal plan to meet the demands of modern living. 










Money back again after 20 years 


Here’s an insurance scheme that 
gives you cash returns at periodic 
intervals and also provides full life 
insurance cover to your family 
during the policy term 

The Money Back Policy is availa¬ 
ble for terms of 12 years, 15 years, 
20 yean or 25 years. The assured 
gets the entire amount in three or 
four instalments dependmg on the 
selection of the term. These cash 


returns at periodic intervals will 
come in handy to meet the needs of 
children’s ^ucation, marriage, 
stait-in-hfe, down payment for 
owning a house or for any other 
urgent need. 

In case of death at any time during 
the policy term,the fuU sum assured 
is paid along with bonuses for all 
the yean for which premiums are 
paid, irrespective of die number of 


instalments that would have already 
been received by the policyholder. 

This is an ideal policy for people 
with foresight who look forward to 
a better tomorrow. 

Contact your LIC Agent or our 
nearest office for fuU details. 


^ LIFE INSURANCE CORPORATION OF INDIA 

aAOiUS/ue/AS-w 









A N AMBITIOUS 
xAMalayalam filmmaker is 
going around with a script 
called Romeo and Juliet. If 
his film materialises, and cen* 
sors pass it, one wouldn’t be 
si^rised if it’s invited to a 
dir^ film festival in 
Copenhagen. The film is sup¬ 
pled to star Deepa and Pre- 
mila. If one goes through the 
scenes of rape and fornica¬ 
tion in the script, one cannot 
help wonderin^if the female 
artists have really agreed to 
act. One can only pity Deepa 
and Premila: the latter was 
hard up for roles, but 
Deepa?... One of the high 
lights of the script is a rape 
scene: soon after the rape is 
over, the heroine will remove 
her bra, and as the camera 
closes on her thighs, she’ll 
wipe some blood off her 
thighs and stare at the 
camera defiantly Many more 
“hot” scenes, some of them 
requiring the heroines to be 
totally nude, follow 

I F YOU want to hear the 
most awful rumours, 7, 
Kanaappan Salai in Madras is 
the place. Prema, the presid¬ 
ing deity and mother of ac¬ 
tress Shoba keeps her listen¬ 
ers busy for hours: journal¬ 
ists, policemen, fUmfolks are 
heartily welcome to her go.s- 
sip den. Ihat Balu Mahendra 
wasn’t a paragon of virtue 
isn’t doubted, but is he the 
kind of villain Prema makes 
him out to be? Ironically, Pre¬ 
ma doesn’t realise that much 
of the gossip she circulates 
about Balu reflects on her 
Did Prema spread the story 
that Balu had got Shoba to act 
in a blue film? This blue film 
(if it existed at ail) seems to 
have performed a vanishing 
trick. Does she know that 
there’s a rumour that it was 
Prema who acted in a blue 
film? This too is probably a 
baseless rumour, but then 
Prema ou^t to know that 
people living in ^ss houses 
should think twice before 
throwing stones. Prema’s in¬ 
numerable alleged flings are 


being openly discussed, spe¬ 
cially her relationship i^th a 
26-year-old youth who’s also a 
failed film producer. 

I T’S a lean season for Rajni- 
kant. His latest film Ellam 
unn kairasi has turned out to 
be a damp squib at the box 
office His fourth flop in a 
row, the film may be the last 
Tamil venture starring Seema 
who could never make it big 
in Tamil Cinema. Rajni’s 


Sndevi 


then there’s a quickie to be { 
directed by B.R. Chopra. 

F ()LLO\VIh[G the success 
of Cbamaram, Zarina 
Wahab’s fourth film in 
Malayalam, she has been 
signed for three more films; 
one of them stars Prem Natir 
as her hero. Soon she may do 
a film in Sri Lanka with Pra- 
tap Pothen cast opposite her. 
She was lucky that Chamar- 
am was released around the. 
same time as Swath. The lat-< 


ter, directed byiVair, turned 
out to be an all .time flop. 

M 'ADHA VI, the popular 
star from Andhra has 
been signed to play a role 
opposite VinodMfbn in Ek 
mi'ladki. Jnthe original, 
Snden was the heroine, but 
producers dare not repeat 
her in a Hindi film after the 
dismal failure of her Solwa 
Sawan. 

PIOUSJI 


2.0ni Talai Raagam 


2. Scathe 


3. Maenvai NerR 


4 Vmtdkhakram 


SLjtduny 



has done muph better { Rati Agmhortt in 
ox-office but the fito } Et ka jawab paththar 
has had a dismal run in “B 
and “C" stations. 


jy A THI DEVI is soon going 
X\ to be seen in a Hindifilm. 


Tamil soft porno Pappathi. 
Rathi also plays a lead role 
posite Sanjeev Kumarin a 
akti Samapta film. And 




















^ Dentists say 

Regular brushing of teeth and 
massaging of gums check gum 
troubles and tooth decay. 

Use Forhan’s 

Double Action Toothbrush 

Specially designed to massage your gums 


while brushing your teeth 


Gpntle > 
whito bristles 
massage 
your gums j 




Firm 

blur* bristles 
cleen 
your teeth 


Learn the Forhan s way ol 

brushino teeth and massaging 

gums Write for n f REt colourful 

booklet on Cate of your Gums 

and Teeth' with 25 P stamps for 

postage to Fothan s Dental 

Advisory Bureau, Dept No B22-219, V 

Post Bag 11463 Bombay 400 020 1 

Mention language ^ 

Toothbrushes 

for the whole family 

Adult (medium and soft) * Junior » Baby 


Students writing the liM, 
XLRI entrance tests or 
the GMAT! 


Dtita's bast siilino, spaciai publication "Praparation for tha 
Managamonl Entranct Examination" is on sail again I 

Now the second revised end enlarged edition is bigqpr and better 
than ever before Besides detailed instructions on various aspects 
of the tests it contains 500 Antonyms and Synonyms, 200 
examples of Analogy Tests 18 sets of exercises based on Organi 
sation of Ideas several Comprehension passages 200 carefully 
devised problems in mathematics (to improve your speod in solving 
problems) Graphic data tests (based on line graphs, bar graphs 
pictographs charts and tables) SO examples in Data sufficiency 
tests The contents are divided in several time-bound tests — 
similiir to those in the actual examinations And for the first time 
we have added a special chaptei on Interview Techniques 

The book costs only Rs 15/ Delivery (postage FREE) on receipt 
of M 0 /crossed IP 0 /D 0 For V P P Rs 3 50 extra 
Except at select book shops m Bombay Madras and Poona all 
India Mies are by post only Please send your order to 


DEUA PUBLISHING COIIIH>ANY 
















\ARIET 


IQI Sunday we^ 


BaobHilno 9 Novimlisr 

This week the Sun and Mercun are m Libra, Mars, Uranus and Neptune are in Scorpio Ketu alone is in Capricorn, Rah'u alone is 
in Cancer, Jupiter, Venus and Saturn are conjoined ii) Virgo The Moon will be moving through Sagittarius Capricorn and Scorpio 


ARIES (21 March—20 
^ April) Most of your finan- 
cial problems will be 
solved this week Your 
home front will be lively 
and pleasant despite illness of an 
elderly family member You will get the 
opportunity to meet old friends to¬ 
wards the end of the week Do not be 
careless in matters related to your 
business or profession You are furth¬ 
er advised to meet delays in your work 
with patience Look after your health 
Good dales ll 13 and 15 Lucky 
numbers' t 9 and to Favourable direc¬ 
tion: North 

TAURUS (21 April—22 
% Way) This IS a tension 
f < charged week for you Be 
prepared to face adverse 
coriditions Neither your 
professional nor your domestic front 
will be calm and peaceful Your ser 
vants or subordinates might betray 
you Your old deeds and debts will 
cause anxiety to you You are advised 
to stay clear of love and matrimonial 
matters Do not stand guarantor to 
others Watch your finances A short 
journey m^ be the answer to your 

E roblems Good dates 10 , 12 and 13 
ueky numbers. 5 9 and 10 Favourable 
direction; South 

GEMINI (23 May-21 June) 
You will not gam much 
-T this week However, the 
prospects for the future 
are bnght, thanks to your 
current endeavours Letters will bring 
good news Romance is welt signified 
You will benefit through friends and 
relatives A sudden change of place or 
profession is also signified You are 
advised not to go in for new debts and 
legal suits Rely on your intuitions and 
do not delay decisions Good dates: 12, 
14 and 15 Lucky numbors; 1,3 and 9. 
Favourabia diroettons; South and West 


LEO (23 July—22 August) 
KyMiyY This week is good for 
planning new ventures 
o vCXJ YOU will be blessed with a 
congenial atmosphere at 
home A distant relative will send you 
good news Your financial condition 
will make steady progress Debts will 
be cleared Businessmen are likely to 
reap good profits You are advised not 
to neglect your responsibilities You 
can afford to take bold decisions re¬ 
garding professional matters Good 
dates 11 13 and 15 Lucky numbers i 
9 and 10 Favourable directions’ East 
and North 

l yf- . VIRGO (23 August-22 
^ September) You will be 
faced with quite a‘few 
problems in the beginning 
of this week However 
the last three days of the week are well 
signified Your home front will be calm 
and a source of happiness to you If m 
a spot of trouble your old friends will 
come to your rescue The time is good 
for love and matrimonial affairs Pro¬ 
fessional people are likely to get trans¬ 
ferred You are advised to guard 
against deceit Good dates 9 11 and 
12 Lucky numbers'1 7 and 9 Favour- 
abie direction: East 


: South and West 


CANCER (22 Jttnb-22 
OjOj™ Jttiy) Most of your domes- 
tic problems will be 
solved this week Parties 
and entertainment are in 
store for you This is a good time for 
speculatiive ventures, gambling and 
sport. But you will be under a Ipi of 
fmysical strain. Keep an eye on 
your purse. Avoid questionable 
friendship amd ronrtsnce. Do not be 
dismayed If results are not commensu¬ 
rate wth your efforts Good datai: ii, 
M and 14. LHdky npmbtri: 3,4 and G. 
FpdgMMiitd firKtittR; south. 


^ /r libra (23 September—22 
October) This is not a 
good week for specula- 
*rl! tion, sports and gambling 
An unexpected journey 
may be to the benefit of businessmen 
and professionals Virgin girls are like¬ 
ly to find suitable partners Relatives 
and friends will prove exceptionally 
helpful to you You are advised to be 
circumspect and exercise caution in 
matters related to your finances Do 
not be hasty in taking decisions espe¬ 
cially in matnmonial matters Good 
datts: 10.11 and 13 Lucky numbers 2 
4 and 7 Favourable direction South 

• SCORPIO (23 October-21 
November) You will be 
' very restless this week 
^Woik may be heavy and 
" cause both physical and 
mental strain But those m business or 
trade will find a slackness in their work 
The bme Is good for servicemen who 
might win promotions You are 
advised to guard against over- 
opltmism Take advantage of all the 
opportunities that come your way 
Good datai: 11, 14 and 15 Lucky 
numban: 5.7 and 10 Favaurable dirae- 
Naa; North-4d«t 


SAGinARIUS (22 Novsm- 
^ bar—22 Oacambar) Oe- 

spite being cautious, swift 
^ and serious in your ac- 

tions, you will suffer from 
an acute shortage of funds this week 
Some might have to go in for new 
loans The weekend, however, may 
bring some financial relief Study the 
letters you have received in the last 
two weeks very closely Some of them 
might provide you with a solution to 
your financial problems Elders, parti¬ 
cularly relatives, prove helpful to you 
Good dalM' 10 12 and 15 Lucky 
numbers' 4 6 and 6 Favourable direc¬ 
tion: West 

CAPRtCQRN (23 Decern- 
bar—20 Januaty) Errors of 
judgement will lead to cn- 
r tical circumstances this 
week At the same time 
you may get into a dispute with a 
person who otherwise would have 
been of great help to you You are 
advised to keep your cool and be 
rational while taking decisions Also, 
be very cautious in your dealings with 
people and avoid getting into cor- 
froversies Good dales 11, 12 and 14 
Lucky numbers' 2 . 4 and 6 Favourable 
directilon' North-west 

AQUARIUS (21 Januaif- 
19 February) This is a 
good week for business- 
* men For others mixed 

influences will operate 
Womenfolk will go in (or purchases. 
There is a likelihood of deception Be 
careful of those who pretend to be 
your friends You are advised to check 
your emotions and not let your heart 
override prudence and common 
sense Look after your health. Good 
dales-10 11 and 13 Lucky numbers' 4, 
7 and 9 Favourable direction: South 

..tJXv PISCES (20 Fobruary-20 
March) This week prom- 
tses inaeased finances 
^ Your affairs progress well 

with a few beneficial 
changes Your health will improve 
Inhentance is also signified Courtship, 
mamage and investments are best 
deferred Children and intellectuals wiH 
prove helpful to you You are advised- 
not to get into disputes with elders or 
those in authority Push your affairs to 
the utmost Good dates: 10 12 and 14 
Lucky numbers 2 6 and 9 Fovourabie 
direction' South-east 

M. B RAMAN 










Leonard 

cools 

pineapples in 
Pondicherry 



Leonard 
preserves 
cheese in 
Chandigarh 



Leonard 

keeps 

Tanikp 
smiling 
in Tokyo 


Leonard serves millions of families around the world dependably 
When Leonard owners are asked about their refrigerators, they just smile 
After all. what n'ote need we say about a friend of the family' 


Just a little Ranipal in the final rinse—and what 
brilliant whiteness' Ranipal whiteness' It shows 
on all your white clothes—cottons as well as 
synthetics and blends 

Use Ranipal regularly—for whiteness that shows! 



Ranipal-S 


Ranipai®for cottons 

Ranipal ~ S for synthetics and blends 

Shilpi SG-2A/7a 
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j^onlird 


Since 1881. Trusted the worid over. 

Another quality pfoiMt from 

^mSai 

Leaders in refr^reUon 


fidmliay'New 0>lhi«Calci«is<M«ilrisrAriin«liiid«Vi4MM*riiM*tmiofiri!ai^»CIIMtiBili\ .. 
UamsiiMpvi < Gwhiu • etn{aters*Coclim« Ttnendiuni • Steuii0iqM *VitiUiieHMn«thiini/lim 
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chess 


Ghsorghki (8laci0 



Tal (WhH*) to movo 

6am« of the month 

Wli«n genius of attack Mikhail Tal is playing 
at his best there w little one can say Hie 
novas speak (or themselves Sometimes of 
course they may be rather difficult to under 
stand so (or today I shall simply try to play 
tlie role of translator and give slightty 
deeper notes than usual 
White M Tal Black F Qheorghiu 
Riga 1979 Sicilian Defence 
1 B-K4, P—OB4, 2. N—RB3. P—03, 3 
P 04 N—KB3 An interesting moment 
Almost universally played here is 3 
PxP 4 NxP N—KB3 5 k(-QB3 when 
Black can choose from a variety o( systems 
in all of which Qheorghiu is an acknow 
ledgod expert so why 3 N—KB3? 

riearly GhMrghiu was afraid of 3 PxP, 
4 Q X P followed by P—QB4 and the aim of 

3 N—KB3 IS to reach the main line 
positions after 4 N—OB3 PxP 5 NxP 
without allowing White the alternative set- 
ip Sensing Qheorghiu $ insecurity or 
jnknown ground Tal immediately varies 
lood psychology 

4 P a P, N a P, S. P a P, N X P, After just five 
noves we already have a position almost 
unknown to theory one in which Tal s 
creative powers can flounsh 

6 N—B3.M-B3,7. B—KB4,»-NS Danger 
ous Black naturally enough wants to 
develop the bishop before playing 
P—K3 but this piece is ne^ed for the 
defence of his queenside 

5 P—KfO, B—R4; • O—OSI A surprising 
sortie breaking as it does the mostelemen* 
lary rule of chess don t expose your queen 
in the opening 

9 , fr-N3, 10 0—0—0 Tal mutt have 

seen very far ahead at this stage as the 
move played is a pawn aacrifice 
^0 , BaPI For if 11 KxB N—N6-i 


fOIAQRAM) 

11 N—0411 Typical Tad, bloating open Ule 
vulnerable white diagonal QR4—K8 regard¬ 
less of cuuatties 

If ,BaR; IS. NxN The first and meet 
Obvious point w that 12 PxN loses 
simply to 13 QxP+ 0—02 14 QxR+ 
followed by taking the bishop The second 
but much deeper point is that 12 P—K3 

IS refuted by the speqiacular 13 NxQ 
PxQ 14 NxNPn ^icN* 15 B—N6+ foU 
j^ea by RxB with a murderous attack 
f^ .O—B1:13. Ns KRf Another rnwting 


fs ■fBsNiia.fesNThenewppiniisthBt 
after 14 SxB 16 Ox9,.the gams is 
^r Black t kino Is tftfM^ and on IS 
5^QR3 comas a[ftyway 16 B-^-NS-f PsB, 
” . so ^ett muat ah^ a whola 


B—R4, 17 B -R 4 Tha dual has settlad 
laaving White with bishop and knight for 
rook - a technical win Thefamaindarisless 
spectacular so I quota without commsnt 
17 , B—N3; IS. 8—NS, R—KS; IS 

B—N3. P-QR3. 30 B-Q7. Q—BS. 31 
QxQ, RxQ; 22 R-K1, P-QN4, 33. 
Pz4>R3. 24 B—KS, R—Q1. 2S 

r!^ 1, K—R1, as P-KN4, P-83; 27 
a— N3, B-K1, 28 BxB, RaB, 29 PaP, 
K—R2, 30 R-QS, R(1)-KS, 31 K-Q2, 
R(KHOS-r 32 flxR, RaR-r 33 K—K3, 
R-^, 34 K—03, R—B4, 3S K-04. 
R—BS+ 30 K—03, A-B4, 37 P-N4v 
RaP, 38 P-KR4, K—N3, 30 K-OS, 
R—KB4,40 K—K4,R—R4,41 N—OS Here 
the game was ad|ourned The king and 
knight will combine to mop up Blacks 
pawns meanwhile the rook has nothing to 
counter-attack 

41 , K—B2, 42 N—B7, R—R3, 43 

K—OS, P—N4 44 PaP, PaP, 4S K—BS, 
K—K2, 48 N—OS4, K—02, 47 N—B7, 
R-B3 + , 48 K—OS, P-N5, 40 K—K4, 
K—B1. 80 K—BS, K- MS. SI K a P, R-B6, 
S2 N—KS. RaP, S3 S—B7, K—S3, S4 
B-RS, R—R7, S8 P-84, K—04, SS 
N—NS. R—N7-r. 87 K—SS, P-OR7, 58 
K—NS. RaB, SO PaR, P—NS, SO P—BS, 
P-NS; 81 IS-B3, P-N7, 82 N-02, 
K-05. 03. P-B8. K—08, 84 N-N 
Ftesigrii 

MICHAEL STEAN 


bridge 


Players who possess an Autobridge set and 
who have made progress since first usirtg 
this device will be glad to learn that an 
Advanced Course edited by Alfred Shein- 
wold IS now in circulation The booklet 
which can be studied independently is 
obtainable for £1 75 only from Bibllagora 
1A. Whitton Ways Hounslow TW3 2Lf 
The new course is concerned with dupli¬ 
cate play Tha manoeuvre described on this 
deal would daoaive moat players 


Oeeler West Neither side vutnereble 

* K O 7 4 
P OJ62 

♦ 10 S 4 
*52 


*92 
V K 5» 

8 A0976 
« A J 7 3 


N 

W E 
8 


B J 10 8 5 
B A 10 9 8 3 

♦ J 8 2 

* 6 


B A 6 3 

B 7 4 

BKQ109S4 


South Weat North East 

— 1« No IB 

2B • dbla No 


Sheinwold daaerfboa South a overcall as 
bordedine alnoe he hofda only five tricks 
in hla own hand and may auatain a penalty 
o( 800 But that is not lha only way of 
kwkmg at it and moat tournament players 
would sursiy make this bid 
The defanoe bagins with two rounda of 
hearts and Ihrea of diamonds Supposathat 
South nifN and laada B K Waat holds off 
and tha position is 


B 

8 86 

B A47 


B K074 
B Q J 

8 — 

* 5 

N 

W E 
■ 8 


B A63 

B - 
♦ — 

Bi Q 10 0 8 


B J 10 8 S 
B0n3 

8 — 

B- 


South has lost the tempo now Whether 
he continues trumpe or tuma to spodaa he 
writ lose three more trump tricka and go 300 
down • a calamity on a portecore deal 
Tha oonect play, attar ruffing the third 
diamond, is to cross to dummy and lead a 
trump to the 8 totdng Waat srin lha firat 
round with the Jack Now dummy s 6 ot 
dubs is protection against furdiar diamond 
leads and South can escmia lor one down, a 
good result as compared with 110 for the 
opposition in hearts or diamonds 

TERENCE REESE 



The stamps nsuad by the Portuguese 
admimstnition in Mozamtaque after 1876 
were utilitarian in daeign Whan lha territory 
became a Portuguaaa overseas provinos In 
1051 stamps becama more enterprising 
Since June 107S when the People S Repub¬ 
lic was prodaimsd, there have bean many 
attractive lasues in large format Ont recent 
eeries leaturea dogs among them the 
baeenJI the bar k l e ae bread popular m 
Central Africa as a hunting dog but littia 
known in Britain 

C W. HILL 


quiz 


QUESTIONS 

1 Samuel Beckett the author of ItVaii/ng 
for Qodot, among a host of other piayB, 
stones and verses, won the Nobel prize 
for literature in 1969 To whidi country 
did he belong? 

2 In 1964 Robert Day directed a movie 
based on Rider Haggard's novel She 
Who played the lead role? 

3 What is obstructive sacrifice In chess? 

4 What IS the currency of Venezuela'’ 

5 Jean Sibelius, the composer famous 
for Kav^a among others lived between 
1685 and 1957 To which country did he 
belong? 
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Rice, dhal and 
vegetables together! 

By using a Prestige with its inner containers 
you can cook rice, dhal and vegetables at the 
same time Normal cooking time in a Prestige 
Cooker does not exceed 15-20 minutes Just 
a few more minutes for seasoning — and 
your entire meal is ready. 




Larger containers 
for maximum 
cooking space I 


But doesn't the use of containers cut cooking 
space considerably 7 Not with a Prestige I 
A Prestige is designed to hold containers 
almost as wide as the cooker body. Which is 
why a Prestige gives you so much more 
container space than equivalent-sized cookers 
of other design See one for yourself. 


Co^^^°FoWer 
—■ 



Save electricity, 
gas, kerosene 
or coal 1 

A Prestige cooks as well on kerosene or coal, 
as on electricity or gas. Since it cuts cooking 
time considerably, it conserves fuel; and 
saves you money as well as time. 


la................ 

How much more ■ 
container space? i 


See a Prestige Cooker for yourself I Com¬ 
pare It with equivalent-sized pressure 
cookers of other design. The Prestige 
"Preett 6 5" model gives you 61% more 
container space The Prestige "Elegant" 
has a phenomenal 101 % more container 
space Por cooking 's whole meal et a il'' 
time there's no cooker like a Preetiga. 5 

I 
1 
li 


I 

I 

■ 
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prestige 










pm* rs 30 for the entry given firet 


without comment 
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LEM. The judicial second class 
gistrate, Salem on Saturday (27 
itember) convicted and sentenced 
rersons to pay fines in the sensa- 
“anti-blouse” case. The case re- 
o a clash in January 1979 be- 
^ two groups of persons of the 
ainaickenpalayam village, 16 km 
here, over women of the village 
ring blouse, violating a caste cus- 
.n Women of a few families of Thot-^ 
lya Naickers caste performed puja in 
"illage temple on Pongal day revolt- 
gainst the caste custom of not 
tr; blouse. A group of persons 
^ d to this and in the ensuing clash 
n' of two women were torn and 
I ir cut. The magistrate sentenced 
r - .rsons to pay a fine of Rs 350 each 
id the fifth to pay Rs SO-The /n- 
in Express (J.B.William, Coimbatore) 

^lllMA. Security officials and person- 
staff had a tough time for about 30 
mutes on Saturday morning (20 
iptember) when a young girl, said to 
I mentally deranged somehow man- 
led to enter the chief minister’s office, 
cupied his chair and started ordering 
lout the personal staff claiming her- 
If to be the chief minister of Naga- 
nd—The Statesman (Neena Sinha, 
mshedpur) 

iW DELHI: It was a grotesque exam- 
ke of passing the buck. A man was 
I ' ' when the j tempo < in which 
- travelling overturned in trying 
^ ';d a scooter at the Feroae^an 
1 , '.asturba Gandhi Marg roundab- 
r hours the body lay in the sun as 
sd onlookers wondered why the 
did not remove the body, On 
le • it was found that the police 
11 ving to decide in which police 
“ jurisdiction the accident had 
I .r-Times of btdia (Y. P. Joshi, 
bv i) 

THAl^: A new class of politicians 
1 « PPe4 UP In Rajasflian. Without 
L bL ■’u describe them- 

^ „ i parajit mayak (defeated 
(d the vidbap sabM^nd ban 
I on otyasbi (defeated 

^ v ^ Cingress-I), ^e of them 

^ itS 


said, undertake to get transfers 
ordered, land allotted by the govern¬ 
ment, raw materials sanctioned for in¬ 
dustries, jobs obtained for unemployed. 
All for a price, of course — rimes of 
India (V. P. Joshi, Varanasi) 

BAHRAICH: A man here paid Rs 2,000 
for a bride from a nearby village and got 
the shock of his life. The “wife” turned 
out to be a boy in disguise. The police 
took them to court “on the 
apprehensions of a breach of the peace” 
when the distraught “couple” came to 
blows yesterday (24 September)— 
Times of India (V. R. Rohini,Bom> 
bay) 

PATNA: The Bihar chief minister. Dr 
Jagannath Mishra, was refused entry to 
the secretariat for about half an hour on 
Wednesday (1 October) last by the 
police. When a motorcade carrying the 
chief minister reached the main gate of 
the secretariat after 10-30 am* the gate 
was found locked. The police on duty 
refused to unlock the gate as the chief 
minister was late. Ultimately the chief 
secretary, Mr P. P. Nayyar, was m- 
formed about the incident. He im¬ 
mediately rushed there and escorted 
the chief minister to his chamber. An 
afrear clearnace week is being observed 
since October 1 and all the gates of the 
secretariat are closed sharply at 10-30 
am and opened at 1 pm for lunch break. 
Again the gates are closed at 2 pm and 
opened at 5 pm—The Tribune (R. N. 
Sullhan, Chandigarh) 

KASARAGOD; Only the foundation was 
laid and the office has yet to start 
functioning but still the government 
routine is such that the non-existent 
office has receiv^ notice of audit in-, 
spection. All this must perhaps be 
traced to the decision to open a sub¬ 
treasury at Manjeshwar. The sub¬ 
treasury officer, none knows who, has 
been addressed by the accountant- 
general of Kerala that a test audit would 
be conducted at his office from May 21. 
The A.G.'s letter has asked the sub¬ 
treasury officer to be present at his 
office on all the days-of inspection with 
a direction to keep ready au documents 
and registers—The Hindu (P. Ramamur- 
ti, CoMin) 

8HAHABAD: A gambling addict staked 
his wife at Naikode village and lost. The 
habitual gambler had lost his ten acres 
of land and four bullocks. On Monday 
Q9 ^ptember) night he lost Rs 2,(MO 
and in a bid to regain lost money he 
' staked hit wife, who chanced to be his 
third. After hearing the news of her 
husband’s misadventure she went to her 
winner and walked away, it is stated. 
The winner of ,^e beauty has taken an 
oath, that he would abjure gambling— 
The Ltdian Express (&S. Suman, Bao|^ 
tare). . 


I can’t understand how the govern¬ 
ment can be blamed for the (com-. 
munal) riots—Vasantdada Patil 

With ail the world publicity that it 
has got, Moradabad is just one 
hundred miles from New Delhi but 
the Prime Minister could manage to 
visit It only after two months— 
Mainstream 

So far as I am concerned, I am not 
standing for election. But if the 
country as a whole asks me to lead 
It, I would have to take the lead¬ 
ership—Morarji Desai 

The CIA has been neglecting India 
in recent years, injuring the self¬ 
esteem of the country’s leaders—S. 
Nihal Singh in India Today 

It is your jesponsibility to create 
stories, and it is not my responsibil¬ 
ity to supply news—Kamlapati Tri- 
pathi to pressmen 

I am not Gundu Rao .1 have great 
respect for the press but sometimes 
the press misreports—Yogendra 
Makwana, minister of state for 
home affairs interviewed in 
Weekend Review 

Journalistic ethics are very impor¬ 
tant. If you don’t have journalistic 
ethics then what is the difference 
betwen a man and an animal?— 
President Zia-ul Huq of Pakistan to 
BBC Urdu service 

Whenever I am homesick for the 
backstreets of Gujranwala, I go to 
our embassy. Even the smells are 
right—Anonymous Pakistani living 
in London quoted in Viewpoint 

If you don’t write your book, some¬ 
one who has never been within a 
hundred miles of you will do it from 
old newspaper clips—Actress Glor¬ 
ia Swanson quoted in Time 

Car rallies mean extravagance and 
show of poiilp by a few rich. A car 
r^ly is not a sport activity. If it was 
in my hands, I would not hhve 
allowed the Himalayan rally—V. C. 
Shuicla 

Next time, we will see that not a 
single stone is thrown at you We 
will try to make it roses all 
through—Indira Gandhi to Hitna 
iayan rally participants 

Sex is engaging in the first rounds. 
What sustains interest in the long 
run is power—Jiang Qing, Mao 
Zedong’s widow to American sino¬ 
logist Roxane Witke in Time 

Life is not a Hindi movie .. In a real 
life situation when a woman says 
“no", she usually nH.an$' “no”— 
Actress Nutan rnidid'Day 






lovely to look at. 
lovely to live with ...for years 



Good bathrooms start with 
good planning 



Askosotisfiod HSI customer 


Plan I 

' Compartmentation 
i makes a dressing room 
—bath combination 
in a small area Tub 
and one basin are 
isolated from toilet 
and another basin 


There are so many more ways 
to plan and ftt up your bathroom 
SSBr Write m for our colourful folder 
HOP fo*t this coupon to Sanitaryware 
■^Service, Post Box Nd*2J39. Calcutta 700001 

Name. . 

Address. 

Age. Occupation. 


“I’d always dreamed 
of a beautiful bathroom, 
and now. It's come 
true' It was terribly 
hard to choose from ail 
those Icaeiy shades 
and Myles in the 
Hindiistan Samtaiyware 
cettleiue My husbend 


says It’s "vitreous 
china", that's why it'll 
slay beautiful for years 
It's non>porous too 
so very hygienic and 
easy to clean Welt, 

I yuM know my bathroom 
will still look this lovely 
—efter yeets'" 


HtaduMwi Seatlaryware egalpowat comes in 

aa eigaWlt nifie et styles end coleart—ask year 
dealer far the pnce lilt. 

u* 

HINDUSTAN SA^^IAI^yW^ffi 

ill ill BATHROOM RTTlNtSS 

Whm qonUty hi beoittifal 
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Let Ganara Bank 
help yen provide for it 


Everything is wittiin your reach i( you plan ahead anq save tor it 

A long wanted oar^ A home of your own? A child's higher education or wedding? 

Canara Bank’s special Kamadtwnu DattoeH scheme is designed to make (irne multiply your 
money and maximise your returns Deposit now only a part ol the mortey you wtM actually 
need You choose theaniount you wish to deposit in Kamadhenu and the number of months 
Interest on the interest earned gets you handsome earnings And your money can more thar 
double Itself Drop in at your nearest Canara Bank branch for detada 
Our other deposit schemes VMyanMhl, Nirentera and BaMtaliems. 


itamaiiBMwwi 



(A iwtlonaHwd bank) 
Over ItSdOtesn^iM 
’aKdwerttieeQMntry. 
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liike \ our pick 

AUTHOR, PLEASE 

ONF highlight ot tlie fust pi ess 
lonfeiente held b\ Mis Gandhi m 
New Delhi on 2i Octobei was a 
question about who actualK wiote 
the fext of / teiiidl liuliti (the book 
fioni which we tan \ txtiacts in this 
issue) There bate betn allegations 
that the text was ghost wiitten foi 
hci bv hei txtelltiit piess adtisei 
Shaiada I’tasad The suipiise was 
that this question was asktd b\ a 
louinahst turn MP 1 K lain whose 
loxalties are stiath with Mis (lan 
dhi and her paitx So how tonu he 
asked siith a pottntialh t mb in as 
sing question’ Did ht do tins on Ins 
own’ Ml the louirialists pit suit 
saw Ml R K Dhawan bttkoning 
Iain to tome to him betoit the 
tonleieiitt began and handiiig 
o\ei a slip ot papei Did that slip 
toiitain a lequest that the question 
bt asked’ 

Ihis IS how It went in the piess 
Lontt lente 

Question A maga,!ine published 
tioiii Bombat has said that the 
whole thing has been wiitten b\ \li 
Sharada Prasad 

Piime Ministei Whith wlioh 
thing’ 

Qutsiioii Voui book’And it said 
that vou aie going to get more 

THE RULERS 
RULING? _ 

HOW etfitient is the parts machin 
erv of the Congress! 1) in the central 
ottite’ Let us take an example the 
situation in the Youth Congiess(I) 
111 Madhsa Pradesh The Youth 
Cotigiess(l) members of the state 
hasp at last, begun doubting the 
woith ot their central party leadeis 
Since September 1979 the post of 
the president of the Youth Congres 
s(I) in the state has been vacant 
and iiobodv seems inteiested in 
filling the gap aftei the last presi 
dent of the state unit, Bhanwar 
Singh Poite was lemoved Porte is 
now the ministei ot state toi tribal 
weltdif in the Aijun Singh govern 
ment and therefore out of the con- 


I os alts than esen Panditn got toi 
Ills books 

Pi line Ministei I ,)nls wish it sseie 
tiue Now I mas make tt clear I 
am glad that sou asked this ques 
non because 1 also merit to men 
non it in the beginning, but 1 torgot 
Vou know that the book tUrnul 
Indij has appeared undei ms name 
1 wiote the text ot the book in 1978 
1 did not base ansbodv to help me 
In tact there was not even a tspist 
sshtn I did it because 1 ssrote it in 
t ooig and I took a few davs off to 
go and do it there But it was not 
supposed to be ms book but the 
book ot the photogiaphei He had 
tilt photogiaphs and he said Vou 
ssill base mort time on hand 
Would sou like to do this as a 
itlaxatii'ii’’ 1 lust saw a lew ot the 
piciuies and I liked thtm serv 
much and 1 said 1 ssould The only 
dittereiice was that Ins hoik was 
going to be called A Hindu India I 
said 1 would not like to do it tor A 
Hindu India because I saw India 
ssith its composite culture' vsith 
mans laces and itligions and so on 
and it I am allossed to add some ot 
them then 1 will do It This is how it 
was done I might as well gise out 
tht figuie that when 1 sent the 
sciipt I got Rs 5 000 and that is 
that and I has e no i ights on it at all 

in anv language, in aiis country 

-- ■ - > 

test toi the Job But the central 
leadeiship cannot make up its mind 
about who it should choose among- 
the nominees ot the major power 
brokeis of the state The main con 
tender for the post from the V C 
Shukla camp is Manohai Bairagi, P 
G Sethi wants Manak Agarwal. 
while the Arjun Singh faction is not 
Vet quite sure about who it wants 
there Madhavrao Sctndia. who 
joined the Congiess(I) on the ese of 
the Januatv elections also would 
like to see one of his followers 
given the president’s lob One sec 
tion of the thakui lobbs in the stare 
IS lobbying for Pusbpa Singh, the 
youngest ladv MP in the Lok Sabha, 
who belongs to the princelv family 
ot the tubal aiea of Narsinghgarh, 
but her drawback is that she has 
nevei been m the Youth Cong(l) 


POOR RELATIONS 
OFFICER 


IHI RT was a most iinusu il comes 
tani in the elections to thi wcllaie 
association ot New Delhi s loutnal 
ists' colons (julniohdi Park The 
candidate’s name was S R Kohli 
Ml Kohli IS a former aide of Mi H 
N Bahuguna who has nosv fallen 
out with his mentoi so much so that 
he is pfisona non giata in the 
Bahuguna residence (Incidentally, 
after Mr Bahuguna had quietly left 
his ministerial bungalow after he 
resigned fiom Pailiamont moved 
in with a protege and Raisa Sabha 
MP G C Bhattacharva, these are, 
of couise, much smaller quarters ) 
Mr Kohli was on the personal staff 
of Ml Bahuguna when the latter 
was the chief minister of Uttar 
Pradesh But what were the tieden 
tials of Mr Kohli for contesting the 
elections’ In a pamphlet which he 
distributed, Kohli described him 
self as the “PRO of the All India 
Congress(I) Committee” and the 
chairman of the All India Press 
Forum for Youth (whatever that 
means) He also said he was the 
editor of a Hindi foitnightlv callqd 
Jan Jage The pamphlet added that 
“fiom 1962 to 1977 Kohli worked in 
vanous capacities such as PRO 
pnsatp secietais special assistant 
officer on special dutv to manv 
distinguished VIPs including a 
chief minister and a union cabinet 
minister ” The chief minister and 
the cabinet minister were both Mr 
Bahuguna, but Kohli. the self stvled 
“political adviser” to the Congres 
s(I), apparently feels shv of the 
name in current circumstances The 
saddest thing is t^iat while people 
misuse the name of the AICC(I) 
right in the capital citv, the ruhi 
party looks on helplessly, 

TAILPIECE Giani Zail singh r 
cently told Madras newsmen th, 
the prescription for the country 
ills was four ‘Ps’* party, prograr 
me, policy and personality The 
wags are saying that Gianiji is obly 
vious of another*?’: performance! 

D. E. NIZAMUDDIN ’ 
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